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PREFACE. 

The' present Volume of the Asiatic Register has been 
miewhat retarded by an unforeseen and uncontrollable 
vent ; but the same circumstance has enabled the 
Editor to bring down the detail of Indian Occurrences 
to a later period, and to make some valuable additions to 
die* series of State Papers, forming a second interesting 
department of his Work, which an earlier publication 
would have precluded: so that # the delay of a few weeks 
will be compensated, it is hoped, by the accumulated 
materials which it has furnished. 

r 

The hcad # allotted to official papers is more than . 

• ^ ... 
ordinarily comprehensive. * The reader will find in it 

many important documents, calculated to explain the 
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interesting events recorded in ^hc preceding volume of^he 

* v ’ •' .... / 

Register, as well as to inform ^lis mind on a question, 

which is about to arise for discussion in the national ' 

council, and likely to give rise to mii^h diversity -of 

opinion, as to the propriety of extending or limiting 

the duration of the exclusive Charier of the Cast 

* 

India Company.. From, the Jcngth of the reports 

already presented by a committee of the Home of 

* • ^ 

Commons on the state bf the Company’s finances, 
on which the* decision of the question must mainly 
depend, the Editor has been obliged to omit some 

tables of accounts, which have been referred to in such 

. • 

reports, for the purpose of giving authority to the results 

stated: but the latter, it is supposed, may he fairly 

taken on credit, lookin;?; to the respi ct ability of the 

source whence the results pro '-ed, and the notoriety of 

the data on which they are to*. • \d Other papers have- 

been excluded from the p^-sent selection, that are added 
* '* 
to the reports, as affording evidence of certain facts also 

stated in them,* of which there can be no doubt, end 

which, it admitted, would have swelled the volume to a 

* 

ft 

most Unreasonable and inconvenient bulk. Rut the 

t • 

most material of these, consisting of treaties recently 
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concluded with several native states of Hindustan, wilt 

be inserted in the next volume, if the peculiar depart- 

• • 

ment of the Work, from the urgency of matters con- 
necting themselves with the renewal of the charter, will 

* 

admit of so early an insertion of them. 

With this explanation the Editor submits the present 
'Volume to the indulgent reception of his readers. 
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CHAPTER 1. 

m Introductory observation* — reasons for commencing the historical sketch of the pre* 

sent volume with an account of the operations against the French inlands 

slender resources of France in the Indian seas, compared with her successes-— 
short notice of the first expedition of coloi/U Keating agains 1 Bourbon — the force 
posted at RocJr.guez augmented to iCJO men — proceeds a second time to Bourbon in July* 
1810 — appears ofF the island on the 7th of that month — difficulties attendant on the 
disembarkation -parties landed, separated from theTnain force by the violence ot the 
surf — lie utenanr-colonel Macleod forced to take post at St. jfoarie for the night — the 
Boadicea sent to leeward, to attempt a landing in support of the 1st brigade, 
destined to that side ot the island, under the command of lieutenant-colonel Fraser — 
cr-tical situation of that officer - overtime by a prompt and steady courage — takes 
possession of the heights in his front • — advances and takes post on the height 
above Si. A/i/j — descends towards the forties*, falls back at sun set, to Ins first position 
— again gallantly moves foiward on the ne.fi morning, under the galling fire of the 
enemy — whom he drives tr»m their lines with great Slaughter — and possesses himself of 
their guns and batteries unsuccessful attempt to retake the piincipal redoubt by the 
French — fligof ti ucc sent out by the enemy — arriv d of col. Keating at this juncture — sur- 
render of the inland aJjusted on the 9th — Mr. Farquhar, governor of Bourbon, issues a 
proclamation, inviting the inhabitants of the Isle of France to surrender — takes posres- 
Vli'AO o.f the Fie do Paa-»e — leturn of commodoie L.-yt.;, wnh his division, to the French 
island, accompanied by two captured IndFmen — the Windiiam cut off by captain Pym % 
of the Sir uu— unfortunate icsult of an attack ot that officer on the enemy’s division at 
their anchorage — with the lo i >s oPthc Str ut ifert/J? and i laghhunr — further loss of the 
^ 4 and surrender of the Biitish garrison at the Isle dc Passe — the enemy’s naval 
force becomes the ascendant — blockades the ports of Bourbon — the A f /ricaine arrives 
* * from F.ng and, is joined by the Boadicea , which together sail to raise the blockade — the 
^ engagement of the termer with two French frigates— is captured — retaken by the 
. JtfoaJucj — Bourbon again blockaded by the favor and Victor co. vette — encounter, and after 
a smart engagement capture H. M ’* frigate Ceylon, having general Abercrombie on 
board— the Penm captured, and the Cbylcn rccaptuied by commodore Powtry — Admiral 
Bertie arrives from the Cape— extraordinary activity of the Admiral to equip the BrF 
tisltships for sea — sails with a division fr» . Bourbon - blockades Port Louis — sills for 
Rodriguez — is joined at sea by admiral Drury— proceeds to Rodriguez— the division of 
troops arrive from Madras— intelligence received of the approach of the Bengal division 
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-^he adqyra^guta to sea — andproceeds directly to Grande Eaye— where it ildetermined 
the 'armament shall i.md — army disembaiked in the bay of Mapon — instantly march 
ihtothe intorioiv-^coui^j|r the enemy abcMt five miles from the landing place-halt 
— loss on the inarch — the admiral moves forward to keep up a communication with the 
shore— the army march o % the next morning and take up a position at the Moulin a 
Pt::dte — rest there for the day — the enemy shew themselves and retire — the army 
advance to the bridge of the Tombeau — which is defended, but canied with a slight 
loss — Major O'Keefe killed — the road enfiladed by the French: lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell advances with the flank battalion, dislodges the enemy, but receives a cannon- 
shot in the head — the enemy driven from the remaining battery— enemy pressed to the 
works of Port Lee '.a— general Abercrombie takes up a position in front of that garrison 
—flag of truce sent out — capitulation signed and ratified for the surrender of the island 
— important e of the capture and general icflcctiens. 


TiJE events, thpt the present histo- 
rical sketch enibi aces, lire ot a clitic- 
tent cider and character from those 
which are the objects of its oidiuaiy 
detail. They i elate, lfott merely % lo 
military operations against the restless 
nclventuieis of a soil, ever fruitful of 
such pioduee, not, against the weak 
and timid neighbourhood ot* native 
princes, often invaddll without cause 
and alvvay-. with success, but to har- 
dier and nobler enterpri/es, directed 
in open hostility against a declared 
foe, invidious of the British pre-emi- 
nence in the Ea-t, and a ri\al, not 
only in temper, but in power and le- 
sources ; and, thciefoie, an enemy* 
piovoking and justifying a^nult, and 
vsonhytl out content ion. Tin*, the 
h'gher and me re leu lunate c\en ee of 
me ri*ht of war, naturally demand-, 
the fii^t attention, and a.g’Oiscs our 
en:l est not it e. 

Although Fiance. for a long seiie» of 
years, lias not bt an pci mined to un- 
furl her flag on the ur*e, s that wash 
tor to quo i tors ol rh > civ ilized uoiltl ; 
she has yet “f gaged, and m many in- 
ir.meos mocked through lu r insular 
possessions V) the Indian ouvin, our 
naval superiority 3 Ijas ai tested and 
intercepted our coimr.cio ; and has 
borne it, ng spite of all om coumer- 
va.iii*' elioirj, es a rich prize, into the 
bosom of her ports. With two islands, 
in capable/ of maintaining- their own 
population, and with scarcely a friendly 
harbour of rtooit, this active anden- 
tor prizing power I. as committed de- 
piedationfc f on the di;ect British and 


coajfing trade of India, to the amount 
of some millions steil.ng. 

ft is not easy to account for national 
supmenesji lieie. when cveiy where else 
it has been the st Higgle and t he tri- 
umph of uui policy to frustrate i nd 
desnoy the maritime efforts and ic- 
sources of the enemy. It would ap- 
pear, even, that Fiance would not 
now have to experience and lament the 
loss of hei last trar.srnai me dependen- 
cies, if it had renniuM any direct ex- 
eitiou ot the council, or vigour of the 
bluish minisiiy. It lias been left to 
the gov v nnr-f.. neial cf India, proba- 
bly uudi r th ‘ lovable impression of 
immeci.u, • mmmeicial swtfering, or 
iis coiibeqncucis, at so late a date as 
the year iSlO, to plan and execute a 
' 'if'’*’' in *u k, on the French islands ; 
l(‘i the surpi l/e and temporary posses- 
sion oj the Isle of Bourbon, as men- 
tioned in our picceding volume, does 
not iasige under tins description? — The 
original destination oi the force from 
Bombay, under lieutenant-col. Keat- 
ing, m \ not), was principally directed 
with a view to afFoul protection to hisr 
majesty’s ships, while seeking occa- 
sional refreshment or equipment on 
the circumjacent coast ; and to ascer£ 
tain by the means which a local sta- 
tion might be expected to furnish, "the 
accessible points to the islands. For 
thfe purpose Rodriguez was selected 
and occupied by the tommander of the 
.British land forces, and theuce, an op- 
portunity was seized for annoying the 
enemy by a sudden deiccnt on Bourbon, 
which was attended by those striking 
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and advantageous ciicnmstances de- 
tailed in the Inst volume of the re- 
gister. 

In the spring of 1810, a conside- 
rable reinforcement was ordered, by 
lord* Min to, to the troops under the 
’command of lieutenant-colonel Keat- 
ing ; augmenting them trom the dif- 
ferent Indian presidencies, to 3650 rank 
•and hie, of whom one half nearly were 
Europeans. To the attempt, proposed 
to be enforced by such numbers, aided 
also by his Majesty’s navy on the sia # 
tion, it was supposed, that iittle re- 
sistance would be offered by the enemy. 
So confident did the governor-general 
seem of success, that, in anticipation 
' of the captuie, he had nominated a 
civilian, (Mr. Farquhar) who accom- 
panied the expedition, to the govern- 
mt it of the island. The transports, 
on which the reinforcement was on- 
bilked, arrived ('If Rodriguez on the 
20th of June ; but it was not until the 
third of July, from the unfavouiable 
state of the weather, that the expedi- 
tion could proceed. 

Before the troops sailed fiom Rodri- 
guez, lieutenant colonel Keating, ex- 
plained to the commandants of the va- 
rious brigades, the private infoi matron 
he had lcceivvd of the enemy’s stiength 
and position, and the nature of the at- 
tack, he had in consequence, resolved 
upon. This communication was se- 
cretly, and confidentially, made to the 
brigadiers on the lstot July, by which 
it was shown, that it wa* the gallant 
determination of the British command- 
ant, to use his own words; i( to strike 
the iir at blow, j*t the very heart of the 
enemy,” leaving further operations to 
be guided by contingencies. Instead 
ot^tanding the British foice in the 
south, or south-east of the inland, as 
expected by the Fi^ii'di, and making 
regular advances, agaTnst St. Denis and 
5\t. Paul’s, colonel Keating directed an 
immediate assault of the capital, by 
several attar ks of i he different brigades, 
appointed to act® in concert, at the 
same moment ; conceiving, a«fit otten # 
happens, that the fortune of the is- 
land would depend on the fate of the 
capital. 

t The British force, ordered to give 
k V * * 


effect to this bold design, was divided 
into four brigades ; the first of 
which was commanded by lieutenant- 
colonel Fraser, the second by heutc- 
nant-colonfl Drummond, the third by 
lieutenant-colonel Macleod, and the 
fourth, by lieutenant-colonel Camp- 
bell. The last brigade was appointed 
to the honourable post of the advance, 
ihe third, to act as a body of reserve ; 
while the second brigade, was to oc- 
cupy the batteries at Possession, to bS 
reinforced by the third brigade, forming 
the rear column, under the command 
of lieutenant-colonel Fraser. 

Shortly after the communication of 
the plan of the intended operations to 
the officers commanding brigades, H. 
M.’sship La Nin vide ai rived at Rodri- 
guez, bringing some important infor- 
mation relative to the distribution of the 
enemy’s force ; which rendered it no- 
ces ary for colonel Keating to is. 3 > e 
additional injunctions, and to alter the 
older of attack." By the new disposi- 
tion, i he first brigade was converted 
fiom a rear, or passive corps, ro take 
advantage of adventitious circumstan- 
ces, into an active and availing frrre ; 
and subsequent unforeseen, and un- 
controllable events, prouucod a most 
"essential alteration in the actual opera- 
tions of the Hoops, as well as in the 
original disposal of them ; which 
will be noticed in the proper pl;ce. 

On the Oth in the afternoon, the 
whole of the transports, having the 
British force on board, came to the 
point of rendezvous, about fifty miles 
to the windward of the island : when 
the troops were removed from the pri- 
vate ships on board his majesty's squa- 
dron, consisting ot the Jhatliiea, Si- 
rius , Iphigwaa, iWafruicnne, and Ne- 
7 tide, under the command of commo- 
dore Rowiey. which stood immedi- 
ately for the dilleieut points of debark- 
ation. 

At an early hour in the nftemdbn of 
the 7 ill, most of the ships had arrived 
at their destined stations, off the island, 
and made immediate preparations for 
the landing of the tr« ops. . 

The beach to the northward of the 
capital from St. Marie, Jto within 
gun-shot of the imperial battery, wag 
R 2 
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reconnoitred by lieutenant -col. Camp - 
bell , of H. M.’s 33d regiment, com- 
manding the 4th or advance brigade, 
and by captain Willoughby, ot the 
royal navy ; who, from thf favourable 
state of the weather, and the apparent 
want of strength of the enemy at this 
point, recommended an immediate de- 
barkation. About 150 light troops of 
the 4th brigade, with lieutenant-colo- 
nel Campbell at their head, and a party 
of seamen, under captain Willoughby , 
were accordingly landed, without loss 
of time, and reached the shore about 
four o’clock. 

About the same time, and with n 
J ike number of troops, lieutenant-col. 
AJacleod of II. M.’s (XJth legiment, 
commanding the thiid brigade, effect A1 
a landing somewhat to the/ight of the 
troops, previously disembai ked untier 
the orders of colonel Cam) bell. 

Scarcely had this comparatively small 
body ot men obiamcd a footing on the 
beach, when the wind, which is very 
uncertain in these latitudes, suddenly 
and violently increased, staving some of 
the boats in the act of debarking the 
men, and rendering «he landing ot fur- 
ther numbers not only dangerous, 
but, as the event proved, impracticable. 
Every measure, which the skill ot the 
commodore could device, or the intrepi- 
dity of the navy execute, were resorted 
to, but in vain, for thepurpose of assist- 
ing this part of the expedition, cut off 
and sepaiated from the main body, 
from the imminent peiilous situation 
to which it was accidentally exposed. 
After having exhausted all the oidmary 
means for effecting the desired pur- 
pose, a new experiment was made/ by 
running the Udneif , a small transport, 
upon the beach, in the hope that the 
troops migljj be enabled to land over 
her $rern, or perhaps, under her lee, 
but this ingenious contrivance was 
utterly t rust rated by the fury of the 
elements, though the vessel was con- 
ducted to the appointed spot on the 
beach, by lieutenant Lloyd, the se- 
cond of the Boadicea, with the same 
daring and generally successful spirit,* 
though fiere unavailing, which usually 
distinguishes the operations of the Bri- 
tish navy* This last attempt failing, all 


expectation was cut off of succouring 
the troops on shore, either by addi- 
tional numbers or supplies, for that 
evening, and there seemed hardly a 
possibility of communicating, all that 
was now left to be achieved, thfe in- 
structions, necessary in this critical 
state of things, of the commandant of 
the expedition to the commanding 
officer on shore. But what enter* 
piize is abpve the accomplish men t of ' 
genuine British courage ? Lieutenant 
J'oulstone, without awaiting solicitation 
or oiders, biavely and generously vo- 
lunteeied to cany his commander’s 
orders to t lie shore, and succeeded in 
a Ifeavy and overwhelming surf, in 
effecting this wLhcd-ior object. Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Mad cod, the command- 
ing officer on the spot, in consequence 
o f the oidcis thus conveyed, dicMled 
by the unexpected turn of affairs, 
took possession and occupied St. Marie 
tor the night, awaiting reinforements 
and fuithci inst met ions in the morning. 

J ii this unpropilious manner, % did this 
the first operation of the expedition 
proceed. 1 he commanding officer of 
the tioops, and the commandant of the 
naval forces, alike experienced, in the 
approaching night, the same apprehen- 
sions for the safety of those brave and 
gallant men, who had commenced so 
inauspicious])’ their joint labours for 
the reduction of the enemy. Not, 
however, sinking under misfortunes, 
nor discouraged by this unfortunate be- 
ginning, the naval and military com- 
mandants embraced the first opportu- 
nity, and the only expedient that 
offered itself, for sending, by a circui- 
tous ignite, since it could not be di- 4 
rectly accomplished, the succour and 
stores, so immediately required by thef 1 
force lately landed, for the mainte- 
nance of its position. Seeing the im- 
practicability of disembarking any m6-* 
troops to the windward, during the ex- 
isting state of the weather, which had 
npt abated in its violence, the Magici - 
enne , having on baird the 2d brigade, 
was dfepatched about ten o’clock at 
night to Grande Chaloupe, to ledward ; 
whither it was also determined that 
the Boadicea, the commodore's ship, 
with such transports as had military 
* ^ 
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stores on board, should follow on the 
succeeding morning. Captain Lam- 
bert, in the Iphigenia, was ordered to 
wait in his situation to windward, to 
take advantage of a favourable change 
of the weather, if any should occur, to 
debark a part of the 3d brigade, yet 
remaining on board his ship, on the 
bea<m near St. Marie. 

* At day light on the 8th, fjie Boadi- 
cea , according to this arrangement 
with the transports, having on board { 
the remainder of the third and fourth 
'brigades, proceeded to and effected a 
, landing at Grande Chalonpe, about 11 
o’clock, A. M. on the same mornfhg. 

• To this point, also, it is now neces- 
sary to accompany the first brigade, of 
which we have for some time lost sight ; 
which having embarked on the Sirius , 
captain Pym , and two fast sailing 
transports, parted company from the 
squadron, on the evening of the Oth irt- 
stant, when the men of war and trans- 
ports, having the other three biigades 
on board, under t he immediate command 
of commodore Rowley, as immediately 
described, sailed to their respective des- 
tinations. 

Captain Pym, with his wonted ala- 
crity and address, availing himself of 
every advantageous circumstance, 
which he could force to his favour, 
conducted this part of the expedition 
to its position about one o’clock, P. M. 
on the / th instant, and had landed nearly 
the whole before two o’clock the same 
afternoon. 

This brigade, gallantly commanded 
by lieutenant-colonel Fraser, intended 
originally as the rear of the assailing 
force, had by the change of the plan of 
^attoek, but more by the mode of de- 
fence adopted by the enemy, to perform 
tlfe office, and ordinary duty of the 
Advance ; and was b/its demonstrations 
and. attacks, happily the means of 
•occupying, from the moment of its 
landing, the whole attention of the 
French, and theicfcy diverting it from 
th$ forlorn, and helpless condition of 
ouY tfroops landed in the opposite di-‘ 
rection. 

The French commandant, on per- 
ceiving the frigate and transports ap- 
proaching the shore, dispatched a party 
of riflemen, to harass the troops in 
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landing ; shewing, by the nature of the 
reception, that it was intended to dis- 
pute every inch of ground. Lieutenant - 
cotonel- Fraser was among the first 
that jumped on shore, and so soon as 
the light company of H. M.’s 86th regi- 
ment, commanded by lieutenant 
Me Lean , supported by the grena- 
diers of tjie same corps, under captain 
Lamphier, could be formed on the 
beach, they were pushed on, lieute- 
nant-colonel Fraser leading the way, 
against the small portion of the enemy’s 
riflemen, keeping up a continual and 
galling fire, whom they every where 
dislodged and dispersed, and forced 
their way to, and took secure possession 
of the heights. This service was as suc- 
cessfully, as # pnomptly and bravely ex- 
ecuted : in which major Matthews, of 
H. M.’s 19 th regiment, lia i the honour 
to participate as a volunteer. 

Feeling himself confident in his foot- 
ing, colonel Fraser halted here, until 
he was joined by the body of his regi- 
ment, when he again moved forward, 
without waiting for the artillery, sepoys 
or pioneers, and reaching, with little 
obstruction, the height above St. De- 
nis, lie coolly descended towards the 
fortress, with about 350 bayonets, to 
watch the enemy’s batteries. 

At sun-set, which was now fast ap- 
proaching, having not sufficient light 
for reconnoitring the ground, nor any 
hope, fiom the extreme violence of the 
suif, of immediate co-operation from 
the troops landed at anotner point, co- 
lonel Fraser prudently determined to 
postpone his attack on the batteries, 
until the enduing morning. He did 
not, however, discover his designed 
retreat to the enemy, until it was too 
dark for him to benefit an^ thing from 
the retrograde movement. Colonel 
Ft aser then repossessed himself of the 
height, which he had last quitted; 
where he took up his position fo» the 
night ; a post, completely cutting off 
all communication between the last 
mentioned garrison and St. Paul's.* Ia 
the course of the night he was joined 
by ihe sepoys, pioneers, and*artill«fy, 
with a 43-inch howitzer, and some 
spare ammunition. • 

At four o’clock, A. M. on. the 8th, 
leaving the sepoys posted on the sutn^ 
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mit of the height to protect his rear, 
from a possible attack from the garri- 
son of St. Paul's , colonel Fraser , with 
his small band, began to dpscend the 
mountain, and before his advanced 
guard had reached the woik which 
the British party had occupied the pre- 
ceding evening, he was challenged by 
the enemy’s sentries who had be<*n plant- 
ed to watch his motions. The column, 
nevertheless, advanced and possessed 
itself of the position, judiciously se- 
lected for that purpose by its com- 
mandant on the night before. 

At daylight, the enemy was col- 
lected in full force, and opened a heavy 
fire of ordnance and musquetry, on the 
British column ; while his sharp- shoot- 
ers were detached to haVass its think, 
on the march. The French force was 
drawn up on the plain, in two columns, 
each with a held pit re at its head, sup- 
ported by a number of pieces of heavy 
cannon, mounted, in* dreadful array, 
on the redoubt. Under a mixed show- 
er of balls, issuing all at once from 
the many and deep-toned mouths of 
the ordnance and musquetry, was the 
truly heioie British party, (so soon as 
the sun beamed upon it, and discover- 
ed it to its anxious countrymen, gazing* 
with admiration from the shipping,) 
seen winding its slow, steady, and un- 
broken way adown the mountain, 
under the cool and determined gui- 
dance of its brave leader, until it reached 
the level of the plain, when instantly the 
order was given for the charge ; and 
the British grenadiers and light infan- 
try, taking the post of honour, as they 
are wont, rushed impetuous on tRe 
foe, followed closely by their emulous 
companions in the ranks, and boie 
every thing down bcfoie them. 

The enemy, at the commencement 
of the onset, remained at his guns $ 
but when he saw that their thunder 
was to be returned by the still, but 
deadly push of the bayonet, he would 
notw^it the assault, but retiring to the 
3 Qtttf|^ious fortified holds, he enden- 
&9SP* ^ screcn himself behind the 
whence he was driven by 
tlie tight of the dreaded weapon in the 
of tlie grenadiers. The French 
officer second n\ command was 


wounded, and taken prisoner by cap- 
tain Lamphier, of the grenadiers, and 
Mr. De Lusanne, the French com- 
mandant, being closely pursued, escaped 
with great difficulty. The neighbour- 
ing redoubts, with the artillery upon 
thorn, fell one by one in succession, such 
was the impression made by the intre- 
pidity and success of the charge, al- 
most without opposition, and were im- 
mediately converted, by the activity 
«uul ptudence of the Biitish command- 
ant, from adverse instruments into 
moans of annoyame. 

A solitary attempt, after the confu- 
sion had subsided, was made by a party 
of the enemy to retake the principal 
redoubt, on which the British colours 
were displayed, but was gallantly re- 
pulsed, with the loss ot its command- 
ing officer. Thus was the main force 
of the island repelled and absolutely 
defeated, it is scarcely credible in nar- 
ration, by a body of troops, but British 
troops ! not amounting in the whole 
to six hundred men : and these, it 
must bo the ever proud recollection of 
ccdonel Fraser, and the grateful sense 
of his country, that he had the honor 
to command. 

* At four o’clock in the same afternoon 
the enemy sent our a flag of ttuce to 
lieutenant-colonel Fraser, asking terms 
for the garrison, which were promptly 
and peremptorily refused by the bri- 
gadier, unless the surrender of the 
island was included in the conditions. 
Major Edwards of H. M.’s tfO’th re- 
giment was dispatched to the French 
head-quarters to bring the capitulation 
to a short issue. Soon after, or about 
this time, colonel Drummond' s brigade, 
the 2d, had been ordered to assist, and 
had formed a junction with the first ; 
and colonel Keating, having on thp 
same morning arrived off Grande Cha ^ 
loupe, with Commodore Rowley, ' on 
the Bodicea , and having landed his 
foroc, prepared to move foi the heights, 
which he attained at*two o’clock P. M. 
pnd at four o’clock, having given ^11 the 
necessary and well-adapted instructions 
to the different bodies of men, now 
landed from the ships, and in readiness 
to proceed to their destined points, for 
the purpose of inakiDg a simultaneous 
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attack on the garrison, was on the very 
instant of giving the word advance,” 
when a message was forwarded to him 
by colonel Fraser, with the grateful 
intelligence, that he had received a 

• trumpet from the enemy, with an 
officer, demanding a suspension of 
arms, on the honourable basis of the 

* surrender of the whole island. 

The formal capitulation, was not 
signed by the French commander, and 
the British naval and military com- 
mandant, until the e\cning of the 9th, 
winch- stipulated for the immediate 
evacuation of all the military posts on 
the island and the surrender of nil 
public stores ; the troops to be held as 
prisoners of war, and to be embarked 
at a convenient season, for the Cape, 
or England — but in consideration of 
the distinguished character of colonel 
Ltisanne , and his officers, and of their 
gallant dcfenceof the place, the officers 
of all ranks were allowed to preserve 
their swords and military decorations. 

The ordnance found at St. Denis and 
St. Paul’s alone, amounted to 145 pie- 
ces of heavy artillery, with suitable 
stores. 

Thus in a few hours, and by the 
actual operation of but a handful of 
men, was the very extensive and valua- 
ble colony of Bourbon, or, as recently 
denominated, the Isle of Buonaparte, 
with a population exceeding 100,000 
souls, added to the British dominions. 
In justice, however, to the very able 
arrangements of the British naval and 
military* commandants, as well as to 
the spirit shewn by the enemy, it must 
be admitted, that the fcvent w*is expe- 
dited by the appearances and demon- 
strations made in every quarter, for 
more general operations, and which 
only had been retarded by the unfa- 
■worableness of the leather, and after- 
wards rendered unnecessary, by the 
striking and immediately felt impres- 
sion made by the British grenadiers. 

This vary brilliant service was ef- 
fected by the comparatively trifling 


loss, on the part of the British, of 18 
killed and 79 wounded, and those prin- 
cipally of the flank companies of his 
majesty 8^th regiment. Of the former 
number was lieutenant John Graham 
Munro. And among the latter, major 
IV. J. Edwards , lieutenant M. Creagh , 
lieutenant A. Me. Lean , lieutenant A. 
K. Blyekwall, lieutenant J. JVebh, 
lieutenant IV. R. IVhite, lieutenant 
Spinks , and lieutenant IVanneU. 

The loss of the enemy, which was 
very considerable, is not ascertained/' 

The thanks due to the perseverance 
and bravery of the troops, was paid 
by lieutenant-colonel Keating J in a 
general order, on the pth of July, !n 
•winch the eminent services of lieute- 
nant-colonpl • Fraser, and lieutenant- 
colonel McLeod, and the forces serv- 
ing under their respective orders, were 
distinguishingly mentioned ; and re- 
peated. afterward^ in an official cor- 
respondence with the sccietary of 
state, and the supreme gm eminent of 
India, in which also the cheerful co- 
operative services of the different 
officers commanding brigades weru 
noticed in becoming terms. 

Commodore Rowley, captains Pym, 
Lambert, Curtis, and Willoughby, and 
other officers of the naval department, 
who had opportunities of signalizing 
themselves in the conduct of this suc- 
cessful enterprise, were spoken of in 
these dispatches, with the glowing ex- 
pressions, which military feeling on 
these occasions is ever happy to use 
and which naval merit, fiee from pro- 
fessional jealousy, is always sure to 
ckra arid. 

As the capture of this island formed 
but a preliminary of the design of the 
governor-general of Indij, which had 
an aspect to the entire reduction of 
the enemy’s power in these seas, pre- 
parations were speeding at all the In- 
dian presidences in the interval ©f the 
operations, for the pin suit of the ul- « 
terior part of the expedition ; and 
means seem to have been employed by 


* For the particular detail of the operations of the expedition, sec the Official cor- 
respondence of colonel Keating, from page 25 to 37 inclusive, in the Bengal Occurrences, 
and the report of lieutenant-colonel Fraser, of the 9th of July, from pag^ 117 to 119 
Madras Occurrences. 
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hi* lordship to obtain the countenance 
ofrhe British ministry, :md the co-ope- 
ration of a force from the mother 
country, for effecting the last grand 
object — the reduction ot the Isle of 
France. 

Intelligence of the early success ot 
his majesty’s and the honourable the 
East India company's arms was re- 
ceived ai Madras on the 13th* and at 
Calcutta on the 2 It h ot August, which 
gave new energy to the military pie- 
parations then urgeu at those places. 

In anticipation of the coming armies, 
and the expected success from their 
presence, and elated piobably by the 
recent ndtantigos attendant on the 
British arms, Mi . Farquhar, the govers 
nor of Bourbon, devised*, a lew days 
suhsequen. to the capture, an address, 
in the form of a proclamation, to the 
inhabitants of the Isle of b rar.ee, 
which he found the 4 means ot, distri- 
buting on the island, tjom the surpiise 
and capture of the Isle de la Passe, in 
the night of the 13th of August, by 
250 men, landed from his majesty’s 
frigates. Thin is a small isle, situate 
at the enhance ot the mouth of Port 
Imperial, commanding an easy com- 
munication with, and being only tlnee 
miles distant from the main land. 
This official paper,* after contrasting 
the good faith and works of the Eng- 
lish, wiib the perfidy and evil deeds of 
the French — after calling the present 
sufferings of t.ie inhabitants before 
their eyes, and the future favours they 
might expect to enjoy from British 
connection, after holding out alternate 
promises and threats, seeks to seduce 
them from their allegiance to France, 
and concludes by telling them, that all 
resistance will be useless . nd ruinous 
to themselvd^ and to their pioperty, it 
being the positive orders, and deter- 
mined resolution of the British govern- 
ment^ to subjugate all quarters and 
parts of the inland by force of arms. 

It does not appear that this address 
to the hopes and fears of the islanders. 


had any other effect, than of producing 
a sort of couiiiei-priic*amafioii t ad- 
dressed to die loyalty of the French 
inhabitants by their lawful governor. 
But our attention is called from these 
circumstances, arising out of the flat- 
tery, the pride, and flush ot conquest, 
to the contemplation ot eveuts, cal- 
culated u> excite far less agieeable sen- 
sations. We are required, in this 
place, to recount, however unusual and 
painful the task, the temporary dis- 
comfiture of our naval superiority, in 
this veiy vital part, where its existence 
teemed essentially necessary to the 
secut ity of the acquisition made, as well 
as a means. : f not the only, the almost 
indispensable means ot future con- 
quest. 

Our frigates, commanded by the 
most eutei prising officers, which had, 
for a long time, sealed up in his own 
ports, the greater part of the enemy’s 
naval farce, while our expeditions were 
employed in the capture of his most 
valuable possessions, were now, sad 
reverse, compelled, tiom the chance of 
fortune, and ot war, both unfavourably 
combining, to abandon their com- 
manding situations, and for a while to 
retrain, not anoidmaiy incident, from 
courting and loicing contest. 

The sailing of the Fiench squadron, 
the Bellonn, Minerva, and Victor cor- 
vette, on a cruize, under the French 
commodore, Duperre, in the month of 
March preceding, had principally oc- 
casioned the temporary ascendancy of 
the British naval force off the islands j 
but the time now appioaehcd for the 
return o^this squadron, with accessional 
strength, which was to give a decided 
turn to the balance of naval power, 
ihe side of the Fiench. 

On the 20th of July the French 
commodore appealed off the south'? 
cast of the Isle of France, in the Bel- 
Jona, in company with the Minerva 
frigate, Vidor, sloop of war, and the 
J fuul ham and Ceyloi\\ lndiamen, cap- 
tured, wi th seveial country ships, ip 


’ i • * See p. 45, Bengal Occurrences. 

.yUVflc ships, with the Amtell, another company’s ship, then sailing under the orders 
pf commotioi r Menton, commander of the Ceylon, were attacked, on the 3d of 
JjjjgKt by thft French division, just described, in their voyage from the Cape of Good 
Hqjffe to Madras, iu tiie inner passage, near the island of, Johanna j and sustained a Very 
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the course of the cruize. On nearing 
the iv'e de Passe, the commodore dis- 
covered the French National flag flying, 
with n signal advising him, “that the 
enemy was ciuizmg at the Com <le 
Mire.” A ship with three masts, was 
discerned lying at anchor, under the 
gun* of the fort, alsobeaiing the like 
.National flag. Not suspecting that the 
island was in the possessing ot the En- 
glish, the commodore gave the neces- 
sary ordeis, for his division to make 
the best of their way to port Imperial, 
'and directed the Corvette , and the All- 
rierva, to t^.ke the lead, and communi- 
cate, in passing, with the ship ofl*the 
jsic. 'I'l ie Corvette in dolling t lie 
fort, leceived a broadside from the 
strange ship, and irom the battery on 
shore ; both hoisting at the same mo- 
ment Fnghsh colours. Thi* unlooked- 
lor leception, occasioned considerable 
confusion in the enemy’s division ; but 
profiting by the first return of older, 
the French cnmmodoie, made signal to 
the ships under his command, to 
keep close to hiikIwuuI ; but the AJi- 
nerva and t eyfan, being by t i 1 1 s tiyie 
near the isle tie Passe, had no m^.ns ot 
avoiding, m their passage to the har- 
bour, the fire of the Kngli-h f. ig.de and 
battery, bat yet gained then an* borage 
without any material injury, followed 
at a little distance, by the commodoie 
in the Beltona j who venturing not 
within the range of the Biifish guns, 
exchanged a complimentaiy, 'at her 
than an hostile broadside, with the 
shore. The Windham, being in the rear, 
and shewing some indecision, as to her 
future course, hovered ab^nt the 
mouth of the passage, sailing on and 
* o4f, and was, in that nnceitain state, 
cut off from the division, and recap- 
tured by the Sirius , captain Pun, who 
^iad received intelligence of the enemy ’s 
return, and had watched an opportu- 
nity for practising tin* successful ma- 
xi aeuvie. 


Captain Pym, having dispatched his 
prize to Bourbon, set all sail and 
shaped a feigned course to the south- 
waid, not to alarm the enemy in 
Pori I.oui.s, in order to mask his in- 
tended operations. Although he had 
bv thiv stratagem to traverse more way, 
in \ery rough weather, he yet had 
the good fortune to join the i\ereide off 
the ide # de Passe at nocn on the 22d, 
in order to concert measures with the 
commandei of the latter vessel, for 
the annoyance ot the enemy. After re- 
connoitrng the position chosen by the 
Fiench force, which was very advan- 
tageously taken, admitting of a con- 
stant communication with the shore, 
•npM’n t \m, notwithstanding this ma- 
nliest superiority cf the enemy’s situa- 
tion ana toi detemii u-d on an im- 
mediate attack. The Neieide, having 
made the *ianal of heT being ready, 
ati<l a .pilot having bien sent fiom this 
ship on board the Sirius , they both 
proceeded, with undaunted courage and 
in gallant beating, to encounter the 
tnemv ; and had arrived within a mile 
ot Ins line, when, from the force of 
the cm rent, or eirurin the pilot, in 
tracing the course of the channel, or 
come met itable, unknown cause, the 
Stilus suddenly ran aground on the 
shoal or the Petite Passe ; and in despite 
oj a.l KMMtdail elioris, could not be 
libeiatcd liom that distressing situa- 
tion, until eight o'clock the next morn- 
ing. 

The enemy, apprised by the move- 
ment just made, and so unhappily dis- 
appointed, of the design ot the British 
ci niseis, sen on board the French com- 
modoie im media* e reinforcements of 
seamen, who had been marched for 
that purpose overland from a poit on 
the opposite side of the island. Gene- 
rut Deraen , the "gov ernor of the island, 
dispatched also a strong naval aid, in 
the fiigates, Astrea , Venus , and La 
Alum he j under the command of cap- 
tain llanmelin , from port Napoleon, to 


gallaftt and hard-fought action with this vCrv superior force for several hours, when two 
of them, having sutfc red a most serious loss in kilted and wounded, and murii injury in 
their hull, masts, and rigging, were compelled to strike to the cnemv. The AsttU was 
fortunate enough to etlect her escape, under cover of the night. For the par^jculars ol this 
gallant affair, see the letters of captain Stew art, of the Windham, p. 61 of the. Bengal 
Occurrences, and of captain Itay, p. 60 of the same Occuu ences, and subsequently, at 
pages 107-8. 
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port Imperial, but not with so certain native courage, and grateful for thft 
a conviction, as in the force forwarded opportunity of displaying it 5 withspirits 
by land, that U would prove a season- suited to victory, and with minds anti- 
able assistance. Vi cipating it ; each gallant commander. 

These etforts, on the part of the rivalling one another in friendly 'con- 
enemy, were at the instant more than test, was seen immediately in motion 
counsel vailed by a direct and imme- on the wave, duecting his obedient 
diate leiulorcement of the British force, ship, with a steady nerve and hand, 
in the anivai of the Ip/ngfnia and to the honourable post allotted to it. The 
MagicitJiTh', on the 'JfU at noon.* French batteries, lining the shore, and 

Though captain Py m had thought the guns on their docks, nil at once 
hiui c e]f fully competent before, with t opened their heavy and consuming tire, 
the sole aid of the Xereidr, to the de- and the <-no(, spreading like hail, 
strurtion of the Ficnch division, at its scattered far and wide, aiming, and 
anchorage, by a sudden and unexpect- threatening destruction to the slow ap- 
ed attack; he did not tcel himself pro'clnug, aud a* yet non-avenging foe. 
justified, since his intention had been In the mitlsl of the enemy's* hottest as- 
discovered, and the enemy had ob- sault, the British lriga es weie ohserv- 
tained considerable reinforcements, ed, with grand and terrific emotions 
and had strengthened his position, by from the shore, sailing, as it were, 
moving further in shore, in declining through flames, and resolutely holding 
any part of the advantage now in his their way in the fiery tempest, with 
power, for the purpose of converting, a if unaltered pace, by the mere un- 
what he might consider a rational and aided impulse of the wind. Reaching 
promising attempt, into a seeming cer- at length the welcomed and well- 
tainty. measured spot, the Biitish frigates, as 

Still, however, his altered and bet- if by preconceived concert, poured 
tered means did not induce him to thrir 11 resistible broadsides at once on 
overlook the common dictates of cau- the astonished enemy, 
uon, and the possible obstacles to be The Iphigenia first came to her sta- 
opposed to him. He assembled on tion, and let loose her fire on the Mi - 
board the Sirius , and consulted with, neroa, in so impetuous a shower, that 
the captains and pilots of the respective the enemy, unable to sustain its fury, 
frigates, who had any knowledge of cut his cable, and dropped helpless on 
the local waters and coast ; when the the shore. The Mugicienne, bearing 
judgment of all present concurred in up at the instant, to aid her consort, 
declaring that the British division and to level her destructive fire 
might be safely brought in contact against the Ceylon, (Indiaman,) was 
with the French; and as to the result, in the act of opening her guns, when 
it appeared not to admit of question or she struck on a hidden rock, and lay 
debate. motionless in the water. 

Being confirmed in his own first In the meanwhile the Sirius, intent 
council, by the concurrent opinions of on the honor of engaging the shi{> 
his brave cqpnpanions, captain Pym bearing the French commanders flag, 
imnaediatey gave orders for the attack urged onwards for the purpose, closely 
of the enemy, having assigned to each accompanied by tfie brave captain or 
ship its particular place, the Sirius the Net cldc, who, availing himself of 
aboard the Bellona, the Nereide be- an accidental and partial breeze, shot 
tween the Sirius and Victor , the Iphi- somewhat ahead of his gallant leader, 
genia on board the Minerva , and the and came near astern of the Bellona. 
Magicyenni between the Minerva, and The IphVgenia directed her fire alter- 
tbe company's ship, Ceylon . nately at the Victor and the Minerva , 

With hearts glowing with genuine while the Nereide threw her whole and 

* The Sirius and Nereide, were at anchor not far from the enemy* line, and in ad- 
vance of the place, where the former ship had struck, yhen the last-mentioned fri- 
gates appeared, and prepared to get under weigh, as they gradually approached. 
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frequent broadside into (he French 
commodore, and the Sirius in her way 
to close the enemy, brought every assail- 
blc gun tu bear, in the same direction. 
The* battle now raged, and the ro:’r of 
‘cannon reverberated from side to side, 
when the French commander, like his 
colleague of the Minerva, perceiving 
»<he danger of contact with the British 
force, removed distantly from its touch 
by seeking safety on the strand. At 
this not to be mistaken symptom of # 
.the panic-struck enemy, the Sirius 
rushed forward to give the blow, that 
seemed alone requisite to complete 
the nearly-accomplished purpose, "and 
’ stretching onward to inflict it, and 
seize the earnest of victory, was in that 
proud, but deceitful moment, dashed 
violently on a shoal, leaving the Ncreide, 
exposed to the galling and incessant 
fire of the enemy. The Sirius took 
the ground so unfortunately, that, ?n* 
stead of being able in her situation to 
render assistance, she seived only to 
diaw a part of the fire of the enemy, 
intended for herself, on her brave and 
suffering companion. • 

The Iphigetiia apprised, by the sad 
fate of two of her comiades, of the 
bearing of the shoal, could not attempt 
a nearer approach, but continued, (all 
that she was able to effect,) a distant 
but well-directed fire ; the Sirius and 
Magidenne, as occasion offered, bring- 
ing now and then a solitary gun to the 
service ot the oppressed, and overpow- 
ered Nereids, 

This single vessel, deprived of all 
active co-operation from her friends, 
fought with a courage, worthy of her 
^jeause and country, and maintained an 
ilftequal contest for the almost incredi- 
ble space of ten hours, and did not 
stay her fire until her gallant com- 
‘inander, captain IFiHoughby , and every 
rnan on board, had been swept from 
off her deck, not one of her intrepid 
crew but who was wounded or. kil- 
led. » 

; The action commenced at 5 o’clock 
in th*c afternoon of the 23d, and on 
the 24th at day break, the enemy sent 
a boat's crew to take possession of the 
wreck of the Nercide , and to remove 
Hie dying and the dead. During this 


latter and painful interval, exciting 
how many various and conflicting pas- 
sions, the British leader of the enter- 
prize, and tlfe commander of the ilfa- 
gicienne, exhausted every effort, that 
skill or bravery could suggest, to in- 
terpose in the raging and unequal con- 
flict, but these efforts were rendered 
ineffectiyil by causes, out of human 
wisdom and human exertion to con- 
troul. But though victory deluded 
the grasp of the British commander ; 
the triumph of coinage, and of pru- 
dence, that accommodates itself to cir- 
cumstances, and makes advantage of 
all beyond the power of capricious 
fortune, was conspicuously his. See- 
ing that every attempt was vain to re- 
lieve the §iriu<; and the Mngidcnne 
fiom the shoal ; and that the enemy 
had for the whole of the day kept up 
a constant fire on the latter frigate, ef- 
fec t i ng»ocea si o n a 1 "mischief to the ship 
and crew, captain Pym* with the ad- 
vice of a council of officers, resolved 
to set tire to that vessel, that it might 
not be converted, by the enemy’s more 
available and convenient means, into 
a future instrument of war. This ne- 
cessaiy, and, afflicting service was ex- 
ecuted at eleven o’clock the same 
night. 

On the next morning (the 25th) 
having no hope of relief, nor any pros- 
pect of a successful resistance, the 
Sirius, being prevented from her si- 
tuation of returning the enemy’s fire 
wilhfnore than two guns, her patient 
and brave commander was obliged 
to abandon her, not to the enemy, but 
her fate. Having first dispatched the 
whole of the ship’s company to the 
Isle de Passe, or transferred them to 
the Iphigetiia, he prepare^ himself for 
the last, the severest office of his com- 
mand, and, assisted only by his lieute- 
nant, applied with bis own hand the 
lighted match, to the heart of the gal- 
lant vessel, that had so lately constitu- 
ted bis hope and his pride. What 
must have been the tender sentiment 
of such a moment ? 

The Iphigenia, the only remaining 
British frigate, was now ordered to the 
Isle de Passe to co-operat£ in defence 
of the place, with the land force a ud 
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the seamen lately disembarked from 
the ships. With some difficulty she 
was warped to her station off the is- 
land, none of the enemy’s vessels ma- 
king any shew, or being capable ot any 
real effort to intercept her course. In 
this situation, and without the power, 
from the slate of the wind, of remov- 
ing from it, the Ij)hiy n ma lay until the 
morning of the 27th ; when ‘captain 
llammelbi , who, lnd been dispatched 
as before noticed, from Port Napoleon, 
on the 23 d, witli theJ^/m, Venus and 
La Man r he appeared off Port Impe- 
rial j and summoned captain Lain - 
lert, .and the small garrison on shore 
co suriender at discretion. On the 
same evening a second summons was* 
sent by general Deuien, addressed from 
on boaid the French frigate* Minerva, 
jotting forth the helpless and irsolated 
situation of the British party, and the 
utter impossibility of its receiving any 
succour, and concluding with a rela- 
tion of the first demand. An official 
correspondence* succeeded, and was 
interchanged between captain Lambert, 
gen. Decnen, and the Fiench commo- 
dore, which teiminntid in the sur- 
render of the tiigate and garrison, on 
as honor lblu terms as could be expect- 
ed to be procured under the forlorn cir- 
cumstances of the case. 

Oil the 201 h in the morning, the 
Fiench flag was rchohted on the Isle 
de Passe j and gave the hist commu- 
nication to captain Rowley, command- 
ing the Tloat/uea, then the only re- 
maining frigate on the station, of (lie 
discomfiture of (he Bniish division j 
and of the necessity of his immediate- 
ly abandoning the blockade of the 
French poit. 

3 h'* Fronrh naval force, lvdng now 
a midant in^hc-a* -eas, left their hai- 
and their hiding* place-*, windier 
tf cy h'd beet' driven by the Hires'- ant 
: t.d unsparing chare of the British 
* quad run, and now assuming a front and 
confidence, correspondent with their 
conceived sliength, were the assailants 
in thjeirturn, and blockading thd poit 
of BourbuH, threatened to cut off its 
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supplies, hourly expected from India, 
and to starve the new British acqui- 
sition into unqualified subjection. 
Several transports laden with stores 
weie captured in the passage, and sent 
to the Mauiitius, where the provisions 
with which they were freighted, were 
much wanted. The PAstrec and the 
Iphigenia, look up their position off 
Bout bon, on.the 10th of September. 

The appearance of the latter ship 
under the French flag, told but too 
plainly, the sad events that had preced- 
ed, and of which, till that moment, 
the British government had been unin- 
formed. 

Captain Rowley arrived at St. Paul’s 
about the same time at which the 
enemy appeared off Bourbon, waiting 
for a reinforcement, but not anticipat- 
ing any certain succour, which might 
afford him adequate means to check 
the* effrontery of the enemy, to clear 
the British ports from molestation, and 
fo diivc him once mote within his own 
seas. On the 12th of September, 
within two days after his return to the 
lskyid, under the mortifying circum- 
stance* explained, the commodore had 
the unexpected good fortune to hear 
of the amval at St Denis, of his 
majesty’s tiigate ihe AJricaine , from 
England, under the command of capt. 
Corlett The Uoadicea was imme- 
diately prcpaied lor sea, and accom- 
panied by the Otter sloop of war, and 
Staunch, gun biig, pioceeded to join 
the YJ)h awe, for the purpose of. 
attacking the French frigates, who 
stood oft' to sea, so soon as the British 
force was discovered, with a fresh 
breeze to the Eastwaul. The enemy’s 
ships had the advantage of the wind* 
the English division being subjected, 
bom their relative situation, to light 
and baffling wc^rly airs. The; 
Afrit aine experiencing, after a short 
intei va\ a fa\ ourable but paitial breeze, 
came 1- foie the fall of evening close 
to tl/e enemy, and Jost not sight of 
him in any part of the night 5 main-: 
laining during the chace a communi- 
cation widi the Boadicea , by means of 


* Vid. ihej[ettcr«> of general Decarn, commodore HammeUn, and captain Lambert, page 
O, and 66. Bengal Occurrences. 
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night signals. Captain Corbett , before 
it was dark, had manifested so much 
superiority in sailing, that he felt him- 
self justified in shortening sail within 
gun fihor of the enemy, apparently 
wifh a view of waiting the Hoadiceus 
coming up. At 3 o'clock the next 
morning, the latter ship being then 
astern of the /\f)u.(in!e about four or 
live miles, capt. Coibett, either despair- 
ing of the Hoadueas approach, or 
that it might not be effected in time, 
or possibly finding himself earned b^ 
,a sudden squall into the midst of the 
enemy, commenced, by design, or 
from necessity, it is not known which, 
a firbig from -the Afncamc. Af this 
moment the wind unfortunately chang- 
ing, and suddenly dying away, left the 
Africame between the two French 
frigates, in an unfavourable situa- 
tion, and exposed, in an unmanageable 
state, to the broadsides of both ships, 
one of them constantly taking her w f irh 
a destructive fire. She sustained the 
unequal conflict for more than an 
hour, with an ardour and gallantry 
never surpassed, when, after an unavail- 
ing lesFunce, and a most serious loss, 
she was compelled to strike to a far 
stronger and superior foe. There 
were I/O killed and wounded during 
the short, but animated action ; and 
among the fumier was numbered the 
intiepid commander of the Africainc. 

The governor of Bourbon in describ- 
ing the result of this brilliant, but 
unfortunate event, speaks also with 
ffie deepest icgiet, “ of the death of 
capt. Elliott , who, together with major 
Barry , embarked on board the Afri- 
caine as volunteers, while insight of 
^the enemy. These two officers greatly 
distinguished themselves by their exer- 
tion on the quarter deck, during the 
sanguinary contest which took place. 
‘About the middled the action, capt. 
Elliott received three musket balls in 
his head, which put an end to his 
existence; and major Barry , remaining 
on the quarter dack, one out of three 
who had not been either frilled or 
woutided during the engagement, was 
taken prisoner; and carried to the Isle 
•f France/' 

Such were the immediate unfortu- 


nate circumstances of the action ; in 
which commodore Rowley was not 
near enough to take a part, or to judge 
of the result, though he had the mor- 
tification tp be not so far distant from 
the scene, but that he could distinctly 
hear the commencement, and cessa- 
tion of the tiring, which denoted its 
duration. His suspense was not suf- 
fered t^ be long, for at a quatier past 
four o’clock in the morning, the firing 
discontinued . and the day, dawn-rig 
soon afA-r, discovered the Af'tiudnt 
an afflicting sight, with her shattered 
masts and rigging in the possession of, 
and under liie national flag of France: 
the yjstrva and the Ijibigenia, but par- 
tier hilly the former, did not appeal to 
liave sustained any v isible injuiy fiom 
the cngaggiui'iil. This cucumstance, 
joined with the critical position of 
naval nft'nrs, and a ceit lin knowledge 
that the enemy had other cruiseis 
in tin) quarter, did not seem to war- 
rant the commAdurc in hazarding an 
immediate attack on the Fiench fri- 
gates, if it had been in his option to 
bung them directly to action. ITe 
obseived a ir.oie prudent and safer con- 
duct, by appearing for a moment to 
avoid the combat, and by shaping a 
course towards the Otter sloop, and 
Staunch gun brig, at that time to lee- 
ward; the enemy not attempting or dis- 
covering, any dcsiie to intercept him in 
Ins inti noon. [ laving rejoined these ves- 
sels, and consideting himself justified, 
with this small lemlorcement, to hy his 
strength with the enemy, the lintish 
commodote bore up, with a determi- 
nation to give him brittle, which lie 
thought proper to decline; abandon- 
ing his new capture, w ithout an elloit 
to preset ve it, and with the greater 
part of the original crcy on board, 
amounting to 148 men, 05 of whom 
vveie wounded. The Afncame, at the 
time of the recap uic, was in charge 
of a French commissioned officer, 
and nine ordinary seamen. 

The Commodore did not pursue the 
flying enemy, but was satisfied to return 
with liis crippled con sor t , h av i n g sea r ce ly 
a mast standing, to the first British 
port, whither he brought the unfor- 
tunate Africaim in tow, on flie morning 
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of the 18th of September, if not with 
any accession of honour, with the pleas- 
ing consciousness of having lost none. 

The port of Bourbon had been 
scarcely delivered from thq first block- 
ade, by the prompt exertions of Com- 
modore Rowley, when a fresh French 
force, consisting of the La Venus fri- 
gate of 4*1 guns, and the Victor cor- 
vette, took their station oft* tl*at place, 
to continue the blockade, and prevent 
the receipt of supplies from India. 

In the night of the l/th September, 
his majesty’s frigate the Ceylon, hav- 
ing general Abercromby on board, 
commissioned by the governor-general 
to take upon himself the command of 
the troops destined for the reduction of 
the Isle of Fiance, arrived off Bour- 
bon, and was about to dnt^r the port, 
when she was encountered by the 
French cruisers. An action imme- 
diately ensued, amj was maintained 
with the greatest gallantry by the Cey- 
lon, captain Got don V tor the space of 
live hours; when the Ceylon being 
dismayed, and being rendered ungo- 
vernable by this and other causes, was 
compelled to submit to adverse for- 
tune, and to overwhelming force. 
This, however, was the last defeat 
that the British flag was doomed to 
experience in these seas; and which 
it is about, as it will be seen, to re- 
taliate, under the most unparalleled 
disadvantages, on the temporarily tri- 
umphant colours of the enemy. It 
seemed as if fortune had depressed, in 
a humourous moment, the proud 
spirit of the British navy, in order to 
lender its veiy weakness the instru- 
ment of establishing its supeirority. 

No sooner hud flic British com- 
mander come to an anchor in the roads 
of St. Paulis, on the morning of the 
3 8th, than he descried three sail in the 
offing, apparently in a disabled state. 
He gave instant oidurs to the Otter 
and * Staunch to weigh and to follow 
the Boadicea to sea, in pursuit of the 
strange sail. After clearing the bay, 
a ficsh and favourable breeze sprang 
up, whi<;h brought the Boadicea so 
near to the chace, as to enable her to 
distinguish very accurately that two 
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of the ships a-head were enemy*s ves- 
sels, one of them having an English 
man of war in tow. The commodore 
nearing the Corvette, which he knew 
to be the Victor towing her prize, 
the latter cast off the ship in ‘her 
wake, which proved to be the Ceylon, 
to the mercy of her pursuer, and made 
all sail to escape. The third ship was 
discovcied to be an Imperial frigate," 
of fortv-fotiT guns, then under courses, 
her top-mast shot away ; yet, never- 
theless bearing up, with a shew at 
least of an intention to protect her 
recent capture, and taking a position 
to render her support. The JJoadicea, 
on This manoeuvre, ran alongside the 
enemy’s frigate, which after a “ shoit 
close,” as it is emphatically described 
by the commodore, surrendered her- 
self and her booty to her irresistible 
adversary. The captured frigate turn- 
ed out to be the La Venus , forty* four 
guns, with a crew, on leaving port, 
of three Aindred and fifty men. Th« 
loss of La Venus, in the short but hot 
rencontre, was nine killed and seven- 
teen wounded. The number of wound- 
ed on the pai t of the Biitish man of war 
were only two, with not a single life lost. 

The Ceylon , having General Aber- 
cromby on board, was taken possession 
of without firing a gun. Thus the 
brave and judicious British commander 
had the rare fortune and satisfaction of 
rescuing two of his majesty’s frigates, 
almost it may be said with a single 
ship, from the grasp of an enemy of 
very superior force, and adding one of 
his finest frigates to the then* reduced 
and slender means of the British navy, 
within die shoit space of a few succes- 
sive hours : and what, perhaps, may^ 
not be deemed a secondary service, ftt 
redeeming a gallant general, on whose 
skill and enterprise his country confi- 
dently relied for 'The conquest of the 
enemy’s last remaining colony in the 
east, with the military and naVal pow- 
er dependent on it ; restoring also to 
the ports of Boufbon a protective 
force, calculated to secure them from 
the indignity, lately experienced/ of a 
blockading and insulting foe. 

From this time affairs put on a 



HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA, ft* 


Smiling aspect, and seemed to* promise 
continued success. The eye turns 
with pleasure from these mixed adven- 
tures of evil and of good, to trace the 
improving circumstances of the British 
establishment in these seas, and the 
reviving pre-eminence of the navy. 

'Winio Commodore Rowley was ac- 
tively employed in advantaging him- 
4idf of the new naval means, resulting 
Ao him irom his iccent captures, in 
repairing the losses of his Majesty’s 
ihip-, and converting the enemy’s fri- 
gate into an effective lorcc to be em- 
ployed against him j to which desirable 
objects the British seamen, and the 
abundant stores found on board the 
jecap'uics and La Venus , eminently 
supplied, die Nisus frigate, bearing 
Admiral Bertie's flag, ainvcd from the 
Cape, and added new vigour to the 
service then pursuing. The admiral 
was the precursor of a considerable 
naval and military force, ordered by the 
ministry at home to proceed to India, 
for the purpose ot acting in conjunc- 
tion with a large body ot troops, from 
the different Indian presidencies ; of 
which some notice has been taken i^i 
an earlier page. These various arma- 
ments were all moving to the place of 
general rendezvous, at the moment of 
which we are speaking j having left 
the India harbours much about the 
date, at which the A r isu\ departed 
from the Cape of Good Hope. 

Unwilling to retard the pi ogress of 
the nanative by recounting the dif- 
ficulties that presented themselves, 
and tlufwcie successively oveicome 
by the- patient end pciscvenng labour 
of the seamen, in changing the masts 
Trom ship to ship, and equipping the 
ffUnost newly-ci eaten navy for fresh 
pursuits and conquests, we shall briefly 
state, that by the 14th of October, 
such was the activity«gnd success of the 
service, the admiral had the gratifica- 
tion of leading, from the harbour of 
St. Paul s, in complete condition and 
force, to meet the ^nemy, the Boadi- 
cea, Afiicaine, Ceylon , Nisus, and 
Nereide, (lately the Venus) forming as 
fair and gallant a squadron, as had 
aver issued from a British port 3 and 
with these he immediately mailed to -the 


Isle of France to resume the bl&clka<te 
of the island, taking with him Major- 
general Ahereromly to reconnoitre the 
defences of the French colony, and to 
concert the necessary measures for its 
reduction. 

The admiral arrived oflF Port Louis 
on the 19th of October, and perceiv- 
ing that the whole of the enemy’s 
naval force was anchored in that port, 
two of th£m only in a state of apparent 
readiness for sea, he detached the Cey- 
lon and Staunch to convoy t he di- 
vision of troops, to he employed on 
the destined service, hum Bout bon to 
Rodriguez, and Icav mg Captain Rowley 
with the Boad'uca, Nisus , and Nereide, 
to watch the movements of the enemy, 
affd to blockade his port, he himself 
proceeded, wijh the geneial, to the 
Li^t-meuiioifed anchorage, where the 
joint forces, from India and the Cape, 
were appointed to assemble. 

On the 24th, at sea, the admiral 
fell in with a British squadron, sailing 
to the same point, under the command 
of Rear-Admiral Drury, consisting of 
the Russell, Clorinde , Doris, Phaeton , 
Bucephalus , Cornelia , and Hespcr 3 
the two latter of which ships he or- 
dered to Port Louis, to reinforce the 
blockading division off that port, and 
then dii cclcd his couise towards Rocbi - 
guez, where he arrived on the 3d of 
November. The Bombay troops, who 
had first reached their destination, 
weic in readiness to iecei\e him on 
hisanh.il. Within llnee days aftei- 
wjrds, the division from Madras, un- 
der convoy of the Psyche and Corn- 
tv all is, came to the same station, and 
were followed, on the !2(h, by the 
troops from Bouibun, under charge of 
the Ceylon. In the inteiim. Admit al 
Drury, with the 'Bucephalus, Phaeton , 
and Russell, being regarded as a su- 
perabundant foic£, was dismissed to 
the resumption of his proper command 
in the Indian seas. 

The 20th of November now ar- 
rived, and the divisions from Bengal 
if id the Cape had not yet made their 
d$)pearance 3 a circumstance that occa- 
sioned some anxiety to the •admiral, 
acougiijteff^ ilbMqkviih the violent 
and variajjJe^ winds of these* latitude*, 
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the stormy season fast approaching, and 
the consequent hourly danger of his 
anchorage, with so extensive a fleet 
under his command ; exposed, as it 
would be, in the event of unfavourable 
weather, to reefs, surrounding it on 
every side. Under the influence of 
these mixed considerations, he thought 
it advisable to suggest to the general, 
in which suggestion lie acquiesced, the 
prudence of standing out to Sea, with 
the troops already assembled, and, 
ciuising to the windward of the French 
island, await, in that situation, the' 
junction ol one or other ot the divi- 
sions, which had been for some time 
anxiously expected. The Tic! was ap- 
pointed ns the day for the departuie of 
the fleet from Rodnguez, and c\c^ r 
thing was in a state of preparation and 
readiness for that event;*' when, on 
the 21st, at night, the welcome intel- 
ligence was received, that the Ben, gal 
division, under convoy of tiip ///v*- 
tiiuus , was seen in IkuiK.,* lk-,1- 
rons that not a moment should be lost, 
the naval and military commanders 
resolved, that the convoy, just ar- 
rived, should be supplied with the re- 
quisite provisions from the bench and 
the shipping, and, without dropping 
anchor, be ordered to accompany the 
fleet, then getting under weigh, to the 
IsJe of France. The numerous ves- 
sels of war and transports, soon after 
the issuing of the necessary older, 
forming one undivided body, stood 
from the anchorage of Rodugucz to 
the selected point of debarkation, in 
Grande Baue, about twelve miles to 
windward of Pott Louis. This spot 
had been chosen with gie.it judgment, 
founded on an actual survey of the 
coast, a service which had been ef- 
fected by the uinveaiied and successful 
exertions ot captain Paterson , of Ins 
majesty’s ship lies per, and of lieute- 
nant Street , commanding the govern- 
ment armed-ship Emma , from re- 
peated soundings, taken in the night- 
time, to avoid the observation of the 
enemy. 

The fleet, consisting of nearly 70 
sail, cam e to anchor at 10 o’clock on 
thfc morning of the 29th of November, 
in a ua mw passage, formed by the 


small island called the Gunner’s Coin, 
and the main- land, presenting many 
openings through the reefs, by which, 
it had been ascertained, that several 
boats might enter abreast. The facility 
of effecting a landing here counter- 
balanced all objections arising out of 
the distance of the place from the 
principal object of attack. An imme- 
diate debarkation was decided or\ 
This inn octant service, and the land- 
ing of the stores for the use of the 
military, was confided to, and con- 
* ducted by captain Bmeor of the Nisus , 
with unwearied zeal, and consummate 
skill and judgment. It commenced 
shwth aftei one o’clock in theafternoon, 
and the whole of the troops, with 
t heir artillery, sloies, and ammuni- 
tion, the several detachments of ma- 
rines, and a laige body of seamen, 
amounting in the whole to 11,000 
men, were discmb.u ked, without op- 
position, in the Bay of Mapon , in 
the course of three hours, without 
loss, or even a single accident ; the 
enemy retiring, on tl a first and unex- 
pected appearance of the British fleet, 
from Fort Malar tic, situate at the 
head of the Bay, the only fortified 
spot in the vicinity. 

The army had been brigaded, pre- 
vious to tiie dcbai kaiion, m the fol- 
lowing manner : The reserve, com- 
manded by heutcnant-colonel Keating , 
consisting of a flank battalion, (com- 
posed of the 1 2th and 33d flank com- 
panies, the two companies of the 5(Jih, 
and a company of the 1 4th and 89th 
detachments ;) the 84th legiment , and 
captain lmluik's detachment of Bom- 
bay Native troops • the first brigade 
'under colonel Pitton, composed of the 
12th and 22d regiments, and the iigh> 
wing of the Madras volunteer batta- 
lion ; the second bitg.ule under colonel 
Gills , comprised^ he 59th regiment. 
300 of the 89th, and a company of 
the 87th, formed into a battalion under 
major Butter of the 89th, with the 
left* wing of the M^ras volunteer bat- 
talion ; #the third bngade, under colo- 
nel Kelso , consisted of the 1 4tb regi- 
ment, and 2d Bengal volunteers ; the 
fourth brigade, commanded by coloneL 
McLeod , was formed of the 69th regi- 
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nent, and Madras native flank batta- 
Hion, with 300 marines, and the 5 th 
brigade of the ()5th regiment, a troop 
of the 25th dragoons, and the first 
battalion of the Bengal volunteers, 
under colonel Smith. 

* The troops, on the instant of landing, 
were put in motion ; the general being 
anxious to clear the extreme edge of 
thick wood, ‘which lay in his way, 
efure the fall of night, to prevent the 
enemy from possessing it, and employ- 
ing the natural means afforded by it, 
by harassing his flanks on the march. 

The 5th brigade, being directed to 
protect and secure the ‘landing place, 
with ordei '9 to follow with the stores, 
:ind ammunition, on the succeeding 
day 5 and the rest of the force being 
formed on the beach, the geneial gave 
the order to advance, and the column 
moved on about four o’clock in the 
afternoon. The road for three miles 
lay along the coast towards Cannon ief 
Point, turning at a short distance from 
the battery Malar tic, in an abrupt an- 
gle, through a strong and almost impe- 
netrable wood, which lies between 
the coast and the high road, leading 
from Port Louis into the interior parts 
of the country on that side of the is- 
land. The troops forced their way, 
for full four miles, through the thick 
brush-wood, entangling their feet at 
every step, followed by the seamen and 
natives, dragging on with incessant la- 
bour and almost intolerable toil, the artil- 
lery and public stores. They had the 
good fortune in the event to succeed in 
gaining the skirt of the wood and the 
more open country without any serious 
opposition. Just, however, at the 
opening of the wood into the plain, 
apicquet of the enemy had been posted, 
on which the British advance came so 
silently, that it was taken appa- 
rently by surprise ; afid, after an effort 
to .dispute the passage of the troops, by 
& faint and irregular fire, was soon 
driven from its position, yet not be- 
fore it had attempted, but ineffec- 
tually, to set fire to the wood. # Two 
grenadiers were killed, and colonel 
Keating , at the head of the flank bat- 
talion, and lieutenant Ashe, of the 12 th, 
Vol. 12. 


with an inconsiderable number of pri- 
vates, were wounded in this rencontre. 

The march just performed by the 
troops, was extremely harassing in its 
circumstances, though short in its 
space and duration. The heat of the 
weather, and the deficiency of water, 
which was scarcely to be proem ed, 
greatly increased the fatigues and dif- 
ficulties qf the way. Several men 
and two officers, employed in the ar- 
duous but useful task of bringing up 
# ihe arlillery and stores, sunk under the 
excessive heat and labour of the day, 
and were left dead on the march. 
Among the latter were lieutenant 
Dove, of the 14th regiment, and cap- 
tain Yates, of the City of London, 
InTliaman j who, with captain Net Lit, 
of the Huddqr^ had gallantly volun- 
teered their individual aid, and the as- 
sistance of their respective crews, in 
forwardi ng the public service. 

On passing the borders of the wood, 
as immediately noticed, the general 
encamped, hut, guarding against sur- 
prise, ordered the troops to lay upon 
their arms for the night. 

While these military movements 
were in progress, the admiral, having 
first left a division of his squadron for 
the protection of his convoy at the 
anchorage, shifted the station of the 
remainder of the fleet, under his more 
immediate command, according to the 
motions of the army 3 maintaining a 
constant and effectual communication 
with it, as it advanced, agreeably to a 
plan previously settled with general 
Abercromby, who was necessarily and 
wholly dependant for his supplies and 
stores, on the resources of the navy. 

On the morning of the 30tb, the 
troops having been refreshed by a few 
hours rest prepared to pqysue their 
route, according to orders, to Port 
Louis, which it was supposed that 
they might reach on the same evening; 
but it was soon perceived, from *he~ 
languor of the troops, by the exertion 
of the preceding day, and from the 
CQptinuing sultry weather and want of 
water, in the course of the route, that, 
this desirable object could not? be ac- 
complished within the time appointed. 
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At the end of a march of only five 
miles, the column was in consequence 
halted, at the Moulin a Poudrc, on the 
banks of a small river called the Pam - 
plemousses, which mil in front of the 
position nearly a mile, and remote from 
the enemy’s strongest post about five 
times that distance. The men, in ef- 
fecting this comparatively short march, 
suffered extremely, and principally 
from the pressure of thirst, no water 
being procurable, although the country 
around was highly cultivated, but fron* 
wells attached to private dwellings, 
scattered widely from one another, on 
either side of the road ; and these be- 
ing filled from slender springs, offered 
a scanty supply of this necessary article 
to ths parched tongue of the soldiery ; 
so that many, rather thfin increase their 
fatigue by seeking a temporary and 
partial refreshment, chose rather to 
endure the present and consuming evil 
of thirst. It was fortunate that to 
these distressing circumstances was not 
added the opposition of the enemy, 
who allowed the troops hitherto to 
move without resistance, and left 
them, in the new position they had 
taken up, from the hurry in which 
he had evacuated it, on the approach 
of the British force, a large supply of 
cattle, chiefly bullocks, affording the 
much-wanted means of fresh and nou- 
rishing provisions. 

On the afternoon of this day, gene- 
ral Drcaen made his appearance in 
front of the British line, at the head 
of a party of ca\alry and riflemen, 
sent forward to reconnoitre, and re- 
ceived, as he approached, a slight con- 
tusion on his leg. The party, from 
the inequality of the ground, came 
near to the British picqnets, before it 
was observed, which occasioned them 
for a moment to. retire ; but being 
immediately supported by the rifle- 
men of the 59 th, they drove the ene- 
my back with some loss, dispersing 
them in every quarter. 

In the evening of the 30th, the rear 
guard, having marched from the land- 
ing pltjce before sun-iise, joined the 
rtlfiiii army, having been obliged to 

fcaveTb|ny their com lades on the 


ground, fainting under the oppressive 
circumstances of the road. 

Before day-light of the first of De- 
cember, lieutenant-colonel JVTCleod 
was detached with his bi igade to seize 
the batteries at Tombeau and Torlut 
Bays, to open and preserve a commu- 
nication between the different descrip- 
tions of his majesty’s forces; and short- 
ly after the principal body of tlf<k . 
troops was seen in motion in the same 
direction. The Biitish column pro- 
ceeded ‘without any molestation for 
two miles, until it arrived at the bridge 
over the Tombeau ; at which place the 
advance of the enemy, consisting of 
about 300 men, with two field-pieces, . 
were posted to defend the passage of 
the river ; but who were expeditiously 
dislodged by a few Shrapnell shells, ju- 
diciously directed by our artillery. 
The enemy deserted his post so sud- 
denly, that he had not time to destroy 
the bridge ; but it was left in a state, 
which allowed the troops to pass readily 
over it, yet so far impaired as to preclude 
the conveyance of the artillery by the 
same medium. At a point somewhat 
•iower in the river the heavy guns 
found, with some difficulty, a passage 
to the opposite bank. This first ser- 
vice was executed with not much nu- 
meral loss, though of great individual 
merit. While animating his men to 
victory, and shewing them, by his per- 
sonal courage and zeal, the certain and 
unerring path to it, major O'Keefe, at 
the head of the 12th regiment, re- 
ceived a cannon-shot in .his he'ad, 
which instantaneously terminated his 
useful and valuable life. 

Hrflung crossed tl>e Tombeau , thty 
army moved rapidly forward to a secof^d 
river, the Seche ; but had to pass, in 
(he intermediate way, through a nar- 
row road, skirtej^ on either side by; a* 
thick underwood. The enemy r as - 
might be expected, availed himself- of- i 
this natural advantage ; and accord- 1 
irtgly disposed, in commanding situa-, 
tions, # some pieces of heavy artillery 
on each side of the road, whi^fi Were 
kept concealed, until the head of thfc 
British column was fully exposed to 
the range of his guns ; when a destruo 
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tive fire was opened from the flanking long mountain. The army remained 
batteries of grape and musquetry, in this situation for the night, umno- 
checking for awhile the regular march lested by the enemy, 
of the troops. The interruption was In the morning of the 2d, while 
butr momentary ; for the advanced general Aha aromby was employed in 

• guard, consisting of an European flank making arrangements for detaching a 
battalion, under the command of lieut. corps to the southern side of the town, 
col. Campbell of his majesty’s 33d and giving directions for a general 
regiment, after a slight and scarcely per- attack, a flag of tiuce was sent to the 

r ceptible pause, moved foi.ward with British (%'inp by general Decaen, pro- 
undaunted spirit, and forming on the posing a capitulation ; the terms of 
ground to the left of. the iy.id. with which were peisonally submitted by 
as much regularity, a*> the broken sur- 1 the general to adninal Bertie, then on 
face would admit, rushed forward with board the Aft 'name > and after some 
irresistible force, driving the enemy discussion and *modi float ion, were re- 
from his fortified position, with wthe turned to the French governor. These 

.Joss of all Ins guns, and of a conside- weie ultimately settled and ratified 
table number in killed and wounded, at the Biiiidi bead-quarters, the 3d of 
In this gallant and successful charge, December, oij the terms amended and 
the British general and his country returned on'the joint suggestion of the 
had to regret the loss of lieutenant- naval and military commanders - in - 
col. Campbell , who^was killed by a chief; the commissioners appointed 
grape shot at the head of his batU- by the Riiti.sh being major - general 
lion, and in the very act of giving the Henry ICarcte, ni^l commodore Josias 
orders, which secured to bis brave fol- Rowley , and on the behalf of the 
lowers the well-earned meed of their French, general Pander m oesen, • and 
valour. capt. Ildar Daperre: K The principal 

In the interim of these operj- condition allowed in favour of the 
tions, a second British pmty took up enemv, and which was humanely 
ground on the right of the road, in granted to spare the effusion ot blood, 
the midst of the enemy’s file, and was, that his tioops should nut be con- 
pressing on, with the same impetuosity fluid cd ns prisoners of war, but per- 
and bravery as had distinguished their nutted to return to European France, 
gallant comrades on the left, secured at the expence of the Biitish govern* 
the like advantages, by forcing the ment, with their arms and baggage, 
enemy to retire from his lines, and The articles of capitulation, in other 
possessing themselves of li is artillery, respects, differed very little fiom the 
The loss of the French, in this shortbut ordinary stipulations on the behalf of 
smait action, exceeded one bundled. a vanquished enemy, under similar 

The \ictorious Butish troops pur- circumstances. With the reserve spe- 
flued the flying enemy to the borders citied, this last and important colony 
the r;ver Laiaruvr*, close to the of the French, with the naval ami 
Artworks of Port LouU ; where they military means attached to it, and 
were ordeiod to halt. As this position public stores of every denomination^ 
was discovered to be within the range vverb surrendered to his' Majesty's 
of the enemy’s batteries, the British arms, and to the* complete possession 

‘ advance was recalled to join the main of the Biitish Hoops, who wereimme- 

• .body, at a short distance in their iear, dialely marched lor the purpose ol 
which was arranged in several lines occupying Port Louis, and the diffe- 

• parallel to each c^her, in front of *the rent fortifications of the island. f 
enemy’s works, the left resting on the Besides the valuable ordnance, stoies, 

* • 

* AVliHc the pie^iininatif s v i re adjusting, he ti hic-poit'*, hcaiing the trpops from 
the Cape, appeared utl the cim>t, but. weio not in limt to take ati) pai t ill the opuo,- 
tiohi. 

t Tilt* extent of the <nrm\'s force is not use erUined, blit it is said to huvt* conirtsM 
obicfiy of militia, who iclusrtl, on the uppioaeh of the bnlish uuuamurt, \o eu'op.eiate 

1 * C 2 
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and other public property on the island, 
there were ceded to the captors, six. 
frigates, competently equipped, carry- 
ing from 36 to 52 guns, three English 
Indiamen recently taken, two brigs, 
and one Bloop of war, mounting 14 
guns each, and twenty-four Merchant- 
men, the greater part constructed for 
carrying from 400 to 1000 tons bur- 
then. * 

In addition to the immediate advan- 
tages arrested by the capture from the 
hands of the French, it restored and 
set free to the renewed service of their 
country, the aid of 20Qpof his majes- 
ty’s seamen and soldiers confined in 
the enemy's prisons. * 

These striking benefits were ob- 
tained almost without q struggle, and 
without an opportunity being afforded 
to the great body of the army of dis- 
playing its proud and distinguishing 
characteristic. It cannot, however, 
be doubted, but Jhat the recent 
instances of the intrepidity and zeal 
exhibited by a part of that gallant 
body, had established a reputation for 
the whole, and had induced an early 
submission, without a desire in the 
enemy of putting the general courage 
to the proof. 

Thus terminated an expedition, most 
fortunately planned, and not less hap- 
pily executed in all its parts. 

The chief credit of the design, and 
of the direct and judicious measures, 
leading to the accomplishment of it, 
is eminently due to the governor-ge- 
neral of India, on whose recommen- 
dation, and at whose sole risk it was 
undertaken. But we mean not, in 
this broad acknowledgment, to with- 


hold from the British ministry the 
share which they may claim in adopt- 
ing lord Minto’s plan, and in directing 
co-operaltve means, though tardily and 
unseasonably supplied, for the subse- 
quent completion of it. We must also 
cheerfully subscribe with the British 
and Indian community, to the pru- 
dence and valour, which every where 
marked the counsels, and the acts of 
those vigilant and brave officers, to 
whom tli£ command of the navafand 
''military forces was confided, and of 
the valour of the instruments, employ- 
ed in giving effect to their orders. 
These, however, have been gratefully 
and enthusiastically acknowledged by 
authorities, whose mention is praise, 
and whose praise is perpetual and un- 
fading. 

Who needs be told, that this newly 
acquired possession has been regarded 
and used by France, as the maritime 
key of India, and as the medium of 
maintaining communication with her 
Asiatic territory, and what is not of 
less importance, with the restless and 
changeable powers of Hindoostan ? 
From this solitary spot, have issued the 
enemy’s ships of war, one after ano- 
ther, in quick and unlimited succes- 
sion, for an almost unexampled period 
of warfare, crippling and undei mining 
British Indian commerce, and wasting 
the resources of the state, by the de- 
mand of an extraordinary protective 
maritime force, not always adequate, 
from the immeasurable expanse of the 
Indian ocean, to the defence of these 
our dearest interests. With the island, 
have failed to France, and, we trust, 
for ever, the mdans of access to th^ 


in the defence of the island, though particularly invited by the following proclamation 
•f general Dccaen, issued on the 26th November. 

. INHABITANTS OF THE ISLE. 

Inhabitants, 

Thirty-four sail of enemy’s ships *vc before the island ; this number, which may he 
augmented in a moment, leads us to suppose that the English have not abandoned thrir. 
design to attack this colony ; a design in which they have already been so much coun- 
teracted by ttye glorious success of the brave nftm of the division of Duperre. I bear 
iu mind alltht marks of the zeal and iutiepidity that you shewed, before, and after that 
glorious action. ** 

Inhabitant* of the Isle of France, in the present conjuncture, it behoves me to .emind 
yo» of the enthusiasm with which you have renewed your fidelity to your country on 
ttwtiey of the anniversary of the fete of the great Napoleon. You are Frenchmen ; unit* 
yojSfer courage to that of the brave soldiers and marines that I am about to oppose to our 
BHtey, and we shall be victorious. (Signed) DECAEN. 

j»J« of France, November 26tb, 1810. 
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continent, and waters of India, a 
field for her mischievous policy on 
shore, and the plunder of our trade at 
sea. Shall we stop then to enquire the 
valjie, of this pew acquisition to the 
# Crown, or deliberate on the propriety 
of p reserving it, from the future pos- 
session of our enemy ? If it be not of 


any direct or immediate good in our 
hands, it has been experienced in those of 
France, to our yet unrecovered cost, a 
deadly instrument of evil. It is some- 
times a wise policy not to calculate so 
much on gain, as on avoiding possible 
loss. 


CHAPfER II. 


Proceedings against the Molucca Islands — l is Majesty’s ship Dover , captain Tucker, 
• with the Cornwallis and Samarang, dispatched from Madras Roads, with a complement 
of artillery, and European infantry, under captain Court, against the Dutch settle- 
ment of Ambotjna — arrive in February off the island — the troops and seamen lauded 
under the orders of captain CouRT-rattack the woiks at IVa nnitoo to Ihc light of the 
town, which are carried by assault — march against Balta Gantong — which is de- 
serted by tiie enemy — the ships bombard \Fort Victoria— summons sent to the gover- 
nor, and surrender of the settlement — measures pursued by captain Court for the 
defence of the island— removal of the Dutch prisoners to Java — and further success- 
ful operations against Saparoua, Huron Ua y Nosso-LmuI , Bouro , Munippa , and Goruntdlo — 
captain Cole sent with the Caroline , Pimmontaue and Baracouta , to the reinforcement 
of the division off the Moluccas— tc«ches at Penang and Malacca , for stores and 
troops — makes sail for Banda, where he arrives on the 8th of August— unfavourable 
stair, of the weather for disembarkation — resolves on a night attack with less than 
half his foicc — lands at two o’clock in the morning — surprises a battery on the beach, 
and afterwards gallantly storms and carries the castle of Belgica — surrender of Fort 
Nassau and island — advantage# of the capture— a detachment of troops from Am - 
botjm sent by the governor on the Dover, for the attack of the island of TernatZ— come 
in sight of the island on the 25th of August, and land in the night of the 28th — disem- 
bark to the S. W. of Foit Kayo Meiruh — difficulty of the march of the troops— cap- 
’ tain Fannies, after overcoming innumerable obstacles, arrives within 800 yards of the 
fort— which he escalades, and carries gallantly hv stoim — his subsequent operations — 
prompt and determined proceedings of captain Tucker, in the Dover , against the 
^ batteries on the beach, which terminate in the surrender of the whole island and its 
^ establishments. 


The policy of the governor-general 
had a larger scope than the mere reduc- 
tion of the immediate possessions of 
* the French, as noticed in the preceding 
chapter 3 it was directed at one and the 
same moment agafnst all the local set- 
tlements in the east that depended di- 
rectly or relatively on France 3 aiming 
to separate her entirely in relation, in 
interest, and intercourse with India 
and its concerns, and to deprive her 


even of a pretence in future, for enter- 
ing the Indian seas. Accordingly, to- 
wards the close of the year I8O9, an 
expedition, on a moderate but suffici- 
ent scale, was planned against the Afo- 
lucca islands, to clear the way for more 
extensive and more important opera- 
tions at that time in the contemplation 
of the supreme government. This, 
like the expeditions just described, 
partook of a naval, as welt as a mill- 
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tnry character ; differing only in the 
proportion ot* the distinct forces cm • 
ploye-l : whi’e the former depended 
mainly on the military body, the latter 
looked move peculiarly foi success to 
the application of its m ultimo strength. 

The command of the naval force, 
consisting of his majesty's ships, the 
] Ju.-vr, Cornwall is and Sum<ining, were 
confided to captain 7 v < her ; € and the 
military detachment, consisting princi- 
pally of a party of the compmy’s Ma- 
dras Euiopcan regiment, and a small 
body of nrtdlciv, was p'.iccd under 
the command of captain Cumt, ot the 
latter coips. 

The joint force sailed from the 
Roads of Madras in the month ot Oc- 
tober, I SOp, giving protection to 
fleet of homewaul-boivid Indiunen, 
so far as 1/0 degrees south latitude; 
when it separated from the convoy, 
for the piosecution of us declined ob- 
ject, proceeded to, and pa^ed the 
straights of Sunda ; :rnl, in the middle 
of the month of Februaiy, after an 
easy and favourable passage, came in 
sight of Amboyna, tho scene of its lu- 
lurt* operations. in the com sc of the 
passage, his majesty’s sinps made prize 
of several of the enemy's eruizeis, sta- 
tioned in the Molucca seas; two of 
them, indeed, within a tew leagues of 
the last-mentioned island. 

The division made directly for La ha 
bay, where it anchored, for the pur- 
pose of reconnoitring, which the po- 
sition favoured, the (Efferent works of 
the enemy, and of examining and as- 
certaining the safest means of approach. 

These provisions being made, a 
council of war was assembled, con- 
sisting of captains Tinker, Montague, 
and Spencer , of the navy, and captains 
Court, Philips, and Forbes, of the 
company’s infantry , in order to consi- 
der of the operations to be followed. 

It tvas well known to both of the 
eommandnnts, that the military works 
of Amboyna, as well from immediate 
inspection, as authentic statements, 
had been materially augmented and 
fortified since they had passed from 
the possesion of the English, at the 
termination of the late war, into the 
* hands of the Dutch, and more espe- 


cially since -the super intendance of the 
islands in the eistern seas had been 
virtually exeicised by the French go- 
vernment. Foil Fictmia, the principal 
fortress of Amboyna, not so formidable 
in internal strength, as in the surround- 
ing defences, had boon improved by 
the addition of several out-vvoiks, rais- 
ed by much labour, and at consider- 
able expence. The pnncipal military’ 
depots had* been removed from the 
fort to an adjoining eminence, around 
r which st;ong tonifications had been 
thrown, and new redoubts and batte- 
ries erected, to defend it from sudden 
attack, and all (he principal approaches 
to the fort, had been intersected by 
deep trendies, covered over with loose 
earth and grass, to deceive the unli- 
censed and unsuspicious foot, that 
should tread it, in advancing towauls 
the town. But though the place, tiom 
the sea-face, seemed to discountenance 
art assault in that fjuarter, jet all the 
labour and exertions of the enemy 
could not cme an inherent defect in 
the fortress, arising out of the ciicum- 
stnncex of the circumjacent country; 
wutcli shewed two distinct ranges of 
heights, the furthest of which was 
not distant from the walls more than 
1,2 -0, and the neaicst 700 \ aids, ex- 
posing it, therefore, on the side of the 
land, if the heights could be once gain- 
ed by an hostile force, to an easy and 
successful enferprize. Weighing the 
difficulties and the facilities thar pre- 
sented themselves on either side, it 
was resolved, notwithstanding the 
means of the expedition weie more 
naval than military, that the latter 
force should be prinetp illy employed, 
aided by the seamen and maiines, in 
the attack of the settlement ; and that 
the attempt should be prosecuted with- 
out delay. But, tu conceal the inten- 
tion of debarkation from the enemy, 
a veiy successful manumvre was prac- 
tised by the naval commandant, in or- 
dering the ships, when ihey got under 
weigh, to stand aerftss the bay, as if 
they wfere intent on working out to 
sea ; but contriving, by a skilful ma- 
nagement of the sails, to let the ships 
drift towards the landing-place, having 
the boats slung over the ship’s. side. 
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hidden from the fort, and ready to 
be dropt on a signal to that effect. 
When the ships, by this stratagem, 
had come within a short and conve- 
nient distance from the shore, the ships 
# were directed to bear up, and sail large 
before the wind, to within a cable’s 
length of the place of landing, where the 
troops were instantly debarked, without 
floss, or even opposition ; the latter 
circumstance may be fairly ascribed 
to the ingenuity of the manoeuvre. 

The troops landed on the? Kith of 
February, under the frequent cheers 
of their companions aboard, and under 
’ a heavy discharge of the guns of his 
majesty’s vessels, on the enemy’s batte- 
*nes on the land, thus provoking em- 
ployment for his artillery, and dis- 
tracting his attention from the annoy- 
ance of the party in the act of disem- 
barkation. 

The soldiers and seamen were drawn 
up immediately on their reaching tfie 
shore, in the order previously arranged 
by capt. Court . 

When they were ranked and num- 
bered together, the whole amount 
of the different descriptions of forte 
did not exceed four hundred and one 
men, who were destined to attempt, 
if not tu effect the subjection ot a 
force more than four-fold their num- 
ber, and with advantages that could 
not have been viewed without fearful 
apprehensions by any other troops, 
than those who are unused to own any 
obstacles, and unaccustomed to yield 
t<5 them when encountered. 

The military and naval force, con- 
sisting of 176 men of the Madras 
European regiment and artillery, and 
^25 seamen and marines, was placed 
under the command of capt. Court, of 
the Madras artillery, to whom the 
conduct of the operations on shore 
was solely confided. This small band, 
under the plan adopted at the council, 
was formed immediately on its landing, 
into two divisions, each to be employed 
in securing the. distinct object given to 
j.t*in charge. The first, or thef advance 
party* commanded by capt. Phillips , 
consisting of about 180 men, was 
directed to attack the battery of Wan- 
niloo , situated at the top .of a small hill, 


a commanding position, and defended 
by eleven pieces of heavy ordnance, 
while the second division, formed of 
the residue of the force, and under the 
eye of the capt. commandant, should 
possess themselves of another height, 
on the same line with the former, but 
somewhat nearer to the fortified works, 
with the intent of turning the enemy’s 
position Iiatta Gantong, and of seiz- 
ing a post, having the complete com- 
mand of fort Victoria, and the town 
( of Amboy na. While those several 
operations should be in progress, the 
navy were ordered by capt. Tucker , to 
keep up a constant fire on the batte- 
ries situate along the coast, defend- 
ing the sea approaches to the, fort and 
town. These dispositions were pe- 
culiarly adapted to the nature of the 
enemy’s defences and resources , and 
were seemingly well calculated to mas- 
ter the one and the other, if the force 
appointed to carrf them into execu- 
tion, were not inadequate in its power to 
effect such large and arduous purposes* 
But what it might want in numbers, 
was expected, and not vainly, to be 
supplied by the spirit and gallantry of 
the troops, of whom it was composed, 
whose movements are about to fall 
under our immediate notice. 

The first object of attack, was the 
battery at IVannitoo, situate on the 
first or lesser height, and this was com- 
mitted, as has been explained, to the 
charge of capt. Phillips , in command 
of the advanced party, which so soon 
as it was collected on the shore, wat 
led on by its brave and judicious com- 
mander against this the enemy’s 
neaiest post. The body of the troops 
pressed on with great alacrity to the 
point assigned, and with a determina- 
tion to carry it by a coup de main. The 
officer heading the small column was 
lieutenant Duncan Stewart, attached to 
the artillery, who, after some toil and 
struggle, reached the eminence of the 
hill, on which the battery was raised, 
and keeping the same station there as 
he did in the march, was the first that 
had the honor to enter the enemy’s 
battery, emulously followed* and imi* 
tated by the thronging soldiers and 
seamen in his rear. Feeling himself 
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in possession of the position, and fear- 
less of retaining it against all oppo- 
sition, }vith a generosity, the sure con- 
comitant of genuine valour, he called 
upon the Dutch commander to sur- 
render the battery, and accept the 
quarter which he tendered ; but the 
latter, either disdaining the preferred 
mercy, or preferring death to captivity, 
and acknowledged defeat, i (filled the 
liberal offer of his adversary, and de- 
fended himself and his post with an 
obstinate courage and perscveisnce to 
the last extremity, exciting the admi- 
ration, even while it provoked the 
corresponding energetic efforts of his 
assailants. The place was at length 
carried by the united force directed 
against it, for theie was need of every 
arm, but not without t>he effusion of 
British blood. The enemy were dri- 
ven on every side from the height, 
with considerable loss, in killed and 
wounded : among the former were the 
commandant, and three inferior offi- 
cers } on the part of the English, the 
loss was comparatively small, but 
among the wounded, was the gallant 
officer wiio headed the storming party, 
but we afe happy to add , not so severely 
8§ to preclude his further ser\ ices in 
the improvement of the fruits of the 
contest. By the exertions of this 
officer, three of the guns newly cap- 
tured, were instantly brought to bear 
on the flying and scattered enemy, and 
were afterwards pointed, most succes- 
fully, on the more advanced height in 
the enemy’s possession at Batta Gan - 
tong , thus preparing the way to the 
post to which the other British divi- 
sion was, in the mean time, hastening, 
to effect the second object of attack, 
and whither it is now necessary to 
accompany it. 

While the first party was pushing its 
advances under capt. Phillips , against 
the foremost out- works of the enemy, 
cap t. % Court was winding his way, with 
reserve, and in a circuitous course, 
oifer (he more rqniote and superior 
he!ght> with the intent, as has been 
shewn, of taking up a favourable posi- 
tion, froifc which he might annoy, and 
in all reasonable probability, turn and 
dislodge the enemy from his only 


remaining strong hold, af Batta Gan- 
tong. These were the two principal 
works in Which the enemy confided. 

But Batta Gan tong was more diffi- 
cult of access, and beset with more 
natural defences than the first, so as to 
discountenance and utterly forbid a 
direct assault, and to demand a cautious 
and wary approach. Sensible of the 
natural and artificial strength of tht$. 
enemy, lh6 British commander fashion- 
ed his means to the difficulties with 
which lfr hid* to encounter. Seeing 
the rashness of an attempt to take the 
enemy in front, he wisely ordered the 
troops under his command, to move 
obliquely over the steep, but undulat- 
ing ground, until they should reach 
the summit of the height towering 
above the enemy’s post, and. although 
he well knew that eminence could 
not be gained, but by severe and inces- 
sant labour, he did not despair of 
this painful exercise of a soldier’s 
patience, to overcome the obstacles 
that lay in his way. Animating his 
men, by his own example, he began 
his toilsome task, and mastered steep 
after steep, now exposing himself on 
the summit of frightful precipices, 
and now again, in alternate labour, 
sinking into the abyss below; every 
fresh ascent being deemed the last, 
until another rose behind it in rapid 
succession, seeming to mock the end 
of his toil. In this way did the passive 
troops climb and descend from one 
eminence to another, and without inter- 
mission for more than five hours ; 
trusting often for safety to their hands, 
in seizing the slight and thinly-scattered 
shrub, Oo assist the sliding and unsteady' 
foot over an hitherto untrodden way • 
but at length had the good fortune to 
end a most fatiguing and harassing 
march, by safely arriving at the goal, 
the promised reward ot their labour. 
At about seven o’clock in the evening, 
a little after &unset, the British party 
were at first 6een on the height, and 
prepared to pursue the advantage pur- 
chased by their previous toil, when 
the enemy perceiving what their labour 
Rad achieved, and what it ultimately 
promised lo effect, suddenly withdrew 
from his station, leaving his guns, and 
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his works, to the unopposed possession 
of the assailants Thus constancy 
made sure of the meed, which cou- 
rage, however eminently displayed, 
might have rendered hazardous or 
.doubtful. 

Captain Court , having entered the 
battery with his division, occupied 
himself during the r#st of the evening, 
.Jin rendering the ordnance left in it 
fit for the expected service'of the fol- 
lowing morning, to which time all 
active measures * against thft enemy 
were necessarily suspended. 

While these gallant and successful 
’ operations were conducted by the 
troops on shore, the naval commandant 
’employed Ins peculiar force in fuiiber- 
ing their pursuits, by a brisk and inces- 
sant fire on the fort and sun ounding 
batteries, for the space of several hours, 
drawing for this long interval, all the 
attention of the officers in command 
of the enemy’s works, to the proceed- 
ing of the shipping, and leading it in 
consequence, from the movements of 
the troops on land, who used the 
opportunity which the interim pre- 
sented to them, in the advantageous 
and successful manner explained. But 
this assistance was not rendered, with- 
out exposing the naval force to certain 
loss, and still gt eater peril. During 
the time which his majesty’s ships 
engrossed nearly the whole of the 
enemy’s fire, they were galled by a 
heavy discharge of artilleiy from the 
heights on the left of the town, with 
red hot .shot, and were closely plied 
by the batteries on the beach, and on 
piles, running into the sea ; which 
joeing low in their construction, and 
4>n a level almost with the water, gave 
the ordnance upon them a particular 
advantage over the vessels in front. 
The Cornwallis alone, which was 
more directly exposed to the fire of 
one of the sea batteries, received more 
than 200 shots in her side. The loss 
of the navy would have been more 
severe, if at the *end of the interval 
_^ifct poticed, a light breeze # had not 
sprung up from the land, and enabled 
the brave and skilful commander of 
the naval part of the expedition, to 
lead his division, which had drifted 


during the action, from a position, im- 
mediately within the power of the ene- 
my’s guns, to a convenient anchorage 
without their range ; but not before 
the first position of the enemy had 
been stormed/ and the second in a fair 
course of being reduced to the situation 
of the first. 

Having brought his ships to anchor 
beyond jhe reach of the enemy’s 
batteries, capt. Turk or retained his well 
chosen position, sepaiiing his damages 
in the interval, until he should be 
required by the exigencies of the ser- 
vice, to render his further active and 
co- opera t i ve assist a nee. 

He had not long taken his station 
before he had to witness the capture 
of the second battery of the enemy, 
at Bn tta Qamtongi and in the dusk 
of the evening, forwarded 40 men, 
wid) two field pieces, under the com- 
mand of Capt. Spencer , who volun- 
teered his serviccs*on the occasion, to 
the re-infi"vemt?nt cf the newly- 
acquired position on the height. 

The serviceable and impoi tant aid 
of the navy, was reciprocated on the 
next morning, (the l/tli) by the mili- 
tary on the height, by dislodging the 
enemy, by a well-directed and effective 
fire, Irom the batteries, that had re- 
cently harassed the British shipping 
from the water and the beach. Both 
these commanding points were aban- 
doned, with precipitation, shortly after 
day light — and the walls of the fort, 
by the removal of these powerful 
defences, were left exposed to the 
mercy of our batteries afloat. 

At this time, the artillery at Batta 
Gantong was opened with lull effect 
on the fort and town below, working 
much apparent and deadly mischief, 
which was faintly attempted to be reta- 
liated by the projection of a few, but 
powerless shells from the garrison, 
failing in their aim, and falling spent 
and short of their mark. • 

Impressed with their own superiority 
in position, and the visible weakness 
of the enemy, the naval and military 
t ommandants determined on consulc- 
ing together on the propriety V>f desist- 
ing from further adverse operations, 
to give the enemy an opportunity of 
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making such terms, for theccssntion to the place ; when the garrison marched 
hostilities, as should be consonant out with all the honours of war, excecd- 
his reduced means, ami fur this purpo^ ing in numbers one thousand, three 
the firm.; inmi the ships nnd bnUeri a hundred men j who laid down their 
were «e to he discontinued, and arms, without its walls, surrendered 
sum n r, was lbithwith sent, from the capital of the Moluccas, ancf an 
mot ves of humanity, for tho sunenJor almost impugnable fort, to less than 
of th- fort and islands. An answer, alter one third the number of their force, 
a short inteival, was relumed tiom the What must have been the surprise, 
Dutch commandant, ai w :om pruned with as well as the proud feeling of tlu, 
17 distinct at t’.'-ics, legul.iiiy drawn limited hirl valorous British ranks, as 
up, and pr,'w ,o;»sI\ ji’opated, it mav be they counted the numbers of the 
imagined, in anticipation of a demand entuiy, rear.shalled out m long array and 
of surrender. In ilns answer, the pi cceclcd by a train of field-artillery, 
commander-m chief of the Moluccas with all the pomp and circumstance of 
setfoitli, as tlie piincip.il inducements war, moving slowly and sullenly along 
to the capitulation tendeied bv him, their line ? 

“ the cnnruircnce of unfav ourable The public stoics surrendered with 
events, and tiro mtidclitv and tieacher- the island, wcie of great and almost 
ous conduct of the Amhoynese inhabi- incalculable value; the spices alone, 
tants, who, inseiiMblc, as he described, being estimated at 300,000/. 
of the benefits bestowed on them by The brass ordnance of different cal i - 
the Dutch, had exhibited, in return for bre, captured on the woiks, amounted 
them, a dote: mined enmity on the 10 215 guns, and the iron guns to 
nation.” . eighteen. 

The proposed articles of ihccapinila- Thus were these ad vantages,* splcn- 
tion were of an ordinary nature, did in themselves, and most important 
treating, as visual, for the security of in their consequences, obtained by 
private propei ly and the liberty of the a«brave handful of men, nut it is true 
inhabitants — and the surrender ot the without a stiuggle, but without any 
fort, under circumstances gialify ing to serious loss. 

the pride raid honour ot sold ers ; which The exertions of the commanders of 
articles were arianged and concluded, the different forces did not cease with 
after little discussion, between the then success ; but were urged, on every 
commanders of theBntish naval and side, without intermission to the im- 
military ibices and the colonel adjutant provement of their conquest, convert- 
general the king of Holland, on the ing the fruits of it, just rescued from 
same evening ; nnd the next morning the enemy’s possession, to h:s further 
was appointed iur the evacuation of and fuller discomfiture. While the new 

* Tin i:.«tirrtiosis i;i\en bv ! ii m »’;< sfVs miuistcis to the admiral on the India station 
co-opt r.iUd wdii t*i( view- r, j' /..>;■/ AJnittf, and certainly .stimulated if they did not deter- 
mine the operations torrviie*! a^umd the Moluccas, vJitieh thus successfully commenced. 
A blockade of Java and these islands was a» fust all that was meant, hut as this was dic- 
tated wholly with a vitw to annoy the enemv, by pi eventing his ships from sailing to or 
leaving hit ports, toe intention was improved upon in India, by ehan^in^ the mode of 
annoyance, hom one winch was impracticable horn the v\U nt of the enemy’s coast aifd 
the narrowness of onr naval means, for another equally opera! ivc <iiul efficacious, and 
capable of execution, the snzuw of the Dutch pnits th< mselves. Admiral Dmry, tlrtis 
expresses himself on the subject, in a letter to the M-net<n> at the Admiralty, dated 
the 2 ‘ind of April. 

u In const quencrofhin majesty ’s order in counr/I and tlieii lord chip’s directions to put 
the island of Java and the Moluccas under the most li^id *U\U of kade, I endeavour- 
ed to effect it witht'c few ships that could be spaied fi/mi India ; but lindim; ltimpovsible 
to cover purh an < tfteut of coast ; so aslo answer t St.it purpose of annoying or distressing, 
the em my to any evh nt, I judged it would be besl ifout , by seizing upon the principal 
«ctt*eracnt‘rii tim etufein Mends, securing tin ir shippim; and valuable crops of the Moluc- 
cas and thereby fnlfiliiiifi: the intention of the blockade 111 a gs eat degree, and at the 
least risk to flu commercial anl poffrrd interests of India.” 
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governor of Amboyna wa9 employed in 
forming the Malays into battalions, for 
the defence of the island; the naval 
•commandant was not less busily occu- 
pied in removing from the settlement 
the butch troops, with their officers, 
Jnd the civil functionaries, to the isle 
of Java: thus rendering a double ser- 
vice, by increasing the strength of the 
jjlace, and diminishing 3t t lie same 
time the demands of defence; and leav- 
ing consequently in the piopoition of 
the diminution of the latter, a dispos- 
able torce, which might be required, 
for the accomplishment of remaining 
•objects. 

By those precautionary measures, the 
fiavy was left at liberty to push its 
advances against the small contribu- 
te! v and dependent establishments of 
the Dutch, which were numerous, in 
the surrounding sea. A number of 
islands and fortified places, the imme- 
diate suhouhnatc.s and dependencies on 
Ambovna, Safteroun, Hunuka , Nasw- 
Luht, lUium, Miuiip/m, and Gotonfelh, 
pat taking of the fortune of their prin- 
cipal, fell successively, undei the activity 
of the* navy, into the British possesion. 
AH these were, captured by the middle 
of the month of June, and men alone 
seemed wanting to extend the suc- 
cesses of the British arms to tin; entire 
i eduction of the enemy’s power in the 
Moluccas. The military force was 
o’ igmally too scanty, to admit of any 
large detachment from it for more ex- 
tensive captme*, and the whole of the 
artillery in part.cular were especially 
required to secuie what had aheady 
been obtained ; it had therefore become 
^absojutcly necessary to confiqp their 
’ vjdws at present, and vvat in quietude 
iifitil fresh forces, should be received 
Iron) other quarteis, or anaugemeuts 
nude, by a different dispensation of 
froops, for the completion of ulterior 
t objects. These were not effected 
’before the beginning of the month of 
August ; when we have to observe the 
different forc-wS again in action, and 
have thence to detail their increments 
‘"and tlTcir etFects. In the interim, it 
appears, that a naval reinforcement 
had been dispatched from India by 
admiral Drury , consisting of the ships 


Caroline , Piedmortlaise, and Baracoula , 
under the command of captain Cole , 
to the relief of the division off Am- 
boyna, which, putting in during the 
passage at Penang, took on boaid a va- 
riety of military stores, and received an 
order for the embarkation of a small 
detail of artillery, of 20 non-commis- 
sioned rank and file under an experi- 
enced officer, at Malacca, at which 
place the ships touched in their way to 
the Molucca sea*. 

Having taken on board the detach- 
ment of artillery, and in addition to a 
part of the Madras regiment, which 
had accompanied them irnm India, 
the ships departed from the last- men- 
tioned place on the 12th of June, and 
proceeded straight to Soohn, when, 
having completed the supply of fresh 
water and provision-* tor the remainder 
of the voyage, they sailed for, and ar- 
med on the bib nf August in Panda 
roads, with the design of surprising the 
island, before its commandant should 
receive intelligence of any new force 
having ,u rived in those seas : but the 
approach of this \ nexpicted naval force 
had been unfortunately communicated 
to the Dutch on the preceding day. 
Immediate measures seeiidng indis- 
pensable to prevent the enemy recover- 
ing from his surpnze, it was resolved, 
that a descent should be made on the 
island dining the same night. 

The attack, as pre-detei mined by 
captain Cole, was to have been made 
by the collected naval and military 
force on board the division applica- 
ble to the service, amounting in the 
whole to nearly 400 men. But the 
season did not allow this prepared and 
digested plan to he carn’ed into effect, 
the weather being so unfavourable 
as to make the lauding of so large a 
body ot men m boats, if nor impracti- 
cable, at least unsafe — as the circum- 
stance, however desirable, could not 
be effected by a single exertion, o£ in- 
deed without frequent communication 
with the ships in a cross sea and heavy 
swell. The necessity of piornpt mea- 
sures was apparent to all, and to none 
more than to the gallant officer who 
commanded the expedition ; who, 
adapting his operation to tl« occasion. 
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determined, on die instant, on at- 
tempting the assault with such pn^t of 
his force as might be instantaneously 
landed; judging that the rapidity of 
his movements, and the consequent 
alarm of the enemy would counter- 
balance his want of force, anti might 
effect mere, as it often does, on a sud- 
den, than he could achieve by a pro- 
tracted and more matured, operation. 
With this impicvdei), he placed him- 
self, an I about two hundred men, a 
mixed body of seamen, marines, aiuj 
flie Madras Emopean regiment, into 
the several boats of the division, and 
quirted the ships. with a courage and 
confidence, always accompanying, and 
usually insming, success, in a dark 
squally night, on an open and tempes- 
tuous sea, to descend* on an hostiie 
coast, fortified strongly by nature and 
by art, and defended by a formidable 
force. Every mind was full and glow- 
ing for the coming enterprise, but 
every tongue was mute. The boats, 
bearing these hardy and adventurous 
few, boldly bnffetted the winds, and 
the dark and dreary, and troubled deep, 
but patiently wrought their way 
through the angry and contending 
elements, until they reached the kindly 
shelter of the land under the friendly 
cover of which they winded their la- 
borious and tedious way, to the yet 
undiscovered point of debarkation at 
Banda Nciro , which, when descried, 
was possessed with the silent and wary 
foot of the hunter, stealing softly on 
liis prey. 

The troops were landed at two o’clock 
in the morning — a dark cloud, with 
rain, yet overshadowed and favoured, 
most opportunely, the earliest opera- 
tion of the assailants. The spot of de- 
barkation, as chosen by captain Cole, 
was situated near a battery of ten guns, 
and distant from it not mote than one 
hundred yards ; and as this could not 
be left in the rear on the advance of 
the British party to the principal for- 
tress without signal danger, it was or- 
dered to be attacked by the pikemen 
undercaptaimAhmaA, of the Baracoula, 
and lieutenant Carew , of the same 
ship, and to be carried, if practicable, 
without noise or confusion, that might 


advise the garrison of the approach of 
an hostile footstep. This prudent .or- 
der of their commandant was faithfully 
executed by the officers to whose** 
charge it was committed, and so, lite- 
rally obeyed, that they came secretly 
on the rear of the enemy, and were ac- 
tually in the midst of the battery be- 
fore he was sensible of their presence, 
though, at the time of the seizure Of, 
the post; the enemy’s artillery were 
standing with lighted matches by the 
side of «their guns. This single cir- 
cumstance speaks sufficiently of the 
address with which the service was 
executed. 

Being thus surprised, the Dutch 
party submitted without firing a mus- 
quet, and were left prisoners in their 
own battery, under the custody of a 
serjeant’s guard — when captain Kenah 
and his brother officer returned to join 
the main body, and to partake in the 
gc*neral toil. 

The time now became as critical as 
it was urgent, for it was nearly the 
break of clay, and the most important 
part of the enterprise remained to be 
performed. So soon, therefore, as 
the battery had been secured, captain 
Cole moved forward, with alacrity, 
with his collected, but small force, to 
the castle of Belgica, directed in his 
obscure, and hitherto unexplored way, 
by the assistance of a Native guide. 
The troops made a circuit, by different 
routes, of the skirts of the town ; but 
did not succeed in reaching the walls 
of the fortress, before the sound *of 
the bugle informed them that the 
enemy was not unapprised of their 
coming. Stimulated by this infelli-; 
gence, the British party rushed op- 
wards to the outworks of the castle,the 
seamen and their gallant leader pre- 
ceding, succeeded by the men bear- 
ing the scaling-ladders, and followed 
by the reserve, or cover ing^party, con- 
sisting of the marines and soldiers, 
under command of captain Nixon , of 
the Madras European infantry. 

In less than 20 minutes the ladder 
were placed at the walls of the outer 
pentagon of Belgica, and the assailants 
had successfully escaladed their sides, 
with little opposition 5 the only shot 
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Uhat had yet occurred, having been 
'fired from the musquetry of the ene- 
t my’« centinels. The British force, on 
•gaining the ramparts, hauled up their 
scaling-ladders, with an activity un- 
paralleled, ready to apply them to the 
storm of the supeiior and stronger 
works of the citadel, to which they 
rushed, under the immediate eye and 
•wicouragement of their brave leader, 
and in the same order, and with the 
same confidence, with which they had 
surmounted the foremost obstacle. The 
enemy, in the interim, had time to 
prepare and point his artillery, and to 
’level his musquetry at the storming 
, party, and kept up for a few minutes 
a brisk, but ineffectual fire ; in despite 
of which the seamen steadily and un- 
l.ecdingly mounted tb? walls, under 
the protection of a well-diiected fire 
of the soldiers and marines, by whom 
they were covered and followed ; and 
the works were thinned and scoured, 
in an instant, by the irresistible influ- 
ence of the pike and the bayonet, or, 
to use the more energetic words of the 
Biitish commandant ,— 1 “ the brave 
fellows swept the ramparts like a whirl? 
wind,” — driving the enemy Wore 
them in all directions, through the 
gateway, and every outlet of the fort, 
leaving the col.-commandant, and ten 
others, dead ; and two officers, and 
30prisonersin thehandsof thebesiegers. 
This gallant achievement w as effected 
without the loss of a single life, and 
without any serious hurt to those by 
whose hands it was accomplished. Jt 
was effected, too, without any of those 
irregularities, which the heat and the 
JtouawTf conquest sometimes iiMuces, 
tathe regret and embitterment of the 
succeeding moment of reflection. 

About half-past five, A. M. of the 
9Jh, the fort was in the quiet, undis- 
■ turbed possession of the besieging 
^ party, and the sun beaming propi- 
tiously at the moment, discovered the 
. fort of Nassau, th^j sea defences be- 
neath, and the enemy stationed at his 
gun9 on the different batteries on the 

• The eminent services of thia officer are 
age so of Bengal Occurrences. 


water, but commanded by the posi- 
tion, arrested immediately from his 
hands ; and a sight even more gratefuf 
presentecj itself, the Piedmontaise , Ca- 
roline , and Baracouta, sailing into the 
harbour of the enemy, whither the 
zeal, perseverance, and consummate 
skill of captain Foote had conducted 
them, through a narrow and intricate 
channel, underlie unfavourable cir- 
cumstances of a cLi 1 k and squally 
night; cheering the sight of his com- 
panions ashore, and holding out a 
seasonable assistance, if it had been 
requisite, for the entire subjection of 
the place. But such was the impres- 
sion made by the first onset of the 
British, such the advantages just ob- 
tained, and such the terror excited by 
the expelled* fin: red efforts of the 
navy and the militaiy, fiom the de- 
cided measures, and the apparently 
increasing force about to be applied, 
that the Dutch commandant did not 
think fit to put fhe courage cf his 
tioops to 3 second trial, but agreed for 
the surrender of the island on the first 
summons : when seven hundred dis- 
ciplined troops, besides militia, tw r o 
forts, and one hundred and twenty 
pieces of cannon, were given up, on 
the common conditions, to the pos- 
session of the brave and enterprising 
captors. 

This interesting and useful service 
was principally achieved, as it has 
been shewn, from the turn of events, 
by the active exertions of the navy, 
inspirited by the example of its gallant 
leader, — sustained, however, so far as 
their hands and services were em- 
ployed, by the joint and zealous en- 
deavours of the army, under the com- 
mand of captain Nixon * and pro- 
moted, perhaps, not in a secondary 
degree, by the judicious skill of cap- 
tain Cole, promptly exerted on the 
exigency of the times, both in the 
employment of his means, and in'tho 
choice of the , place of his attack j 
being the point exactly opposite to 
that where it had been directed in the 

acknowledged in the geneiml orders of Lord 
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late war, and where the enemy ex- 
pected an assault, and where, in con- 
sequence, he had armed himself more 
strongly lor resistance. 

The value of this, one of the prin- 
cipal spice depots of the Dutch, is 
too well known to demand any parti- 
cular description, but it may be cur- 
sorily observed, that its internal value, 
great as admitted, is pcrhip* nferior 
to the external advantage which it 
secures, in the support ot the position 
previously obtained, and in Lne pro* 
lection of the Eastern it ado. 

We have scarcely ronclndcd the 
expression of our passing ..mm; at ion 
at an exploit, which in other age* 
might have occupied and exhausted 
the pages of histone volumes, whc-n 
we are called, such' the crowd ot 
splendid and valorous events of the 
present aera, to the contemplation of 
new, and if it wgre possible, even of 
superior achievements. Having ac- 
companied the recent expedition 
from India to the Eastern seas, it is 
now our pleasing office to trace the 
progress of the first, in its further ope- 
ration* in the same eventful scene. 

By the middle of the month of 
August, th^. British forces at Ainboyna 
had been so arranged and increased 
bv the prudence and activity ot capt. 
C<*‘tTf, the commandant of that island, 
that he felt himself justified in devot- 
ing a part of them, on the request of 
capt. 'T'ti ker, for an attempt on the 
Island ot Termite , the only remaining 
position of consequence in the Molucca 
seas, in the hands of the Dutch. One 
hundred Hoops, for the most part Euro- 
peans, under the command of capt. 
Tories, of the Madras European regi- 
ment, were arcoidingly appointed tor 
this service, and were embarked on 
the 21st of this month, on his Majes- 
t)*s ship Dover , which immediately 
stood to sea, and got sight of the island 
on Ithe 25th, but, owing to light airs 
and calms, was not in a situation to 
commence offensive measures, until 
the 28'h, when at about one o’clock, 
A. M. {he troops were embarked in 
the boats, (consisting uf */4 European 
artillery and infantry, 32 native Am- 
boy nese, 8(5 marines, and 32 seamen, 


in all, 174) in the expectation of 
effecting a landing close tQ the walls 
of fort Kayo Meirah, under the cover 
of the night. The boats were placed' 
under the direction of licut. JeJ] cites, 
who made every exertion to conduct 
them to the point nearest to the fort, 
but on approaching the shore, he had 
the misfortune to encounter unfavour- 
able currents, which lie ineffectual!}* 
attempted to stem, yjt had at day-light 
the extieme mortification to find (mu- 
seif, notwithstanding bis best cffbiis, 
at a considerable distance fiom the 
appointed landing place. From this 
tin tow aid circumstam c, rt became 
r-'rtssary for capt. F 01 bes, in charge of 
the t loops, to select another place of 
dehaikation, which he very judiciously 
cho e at 67/ vn, situated behind,, and 
covered by a point of land, without 
the line of the enemy’s fire, to the 
Southward and Westward <4 the fort, 
and which he had the good fortune to 
leach about seven o’clock the same 
monflng' without any molestation. 
From this spot ihe military command- 
ant pushed forward a small party, 
finder the ordeis of licut- C. Foihs , 
with the only gun which lie had 
brought from the ship, to occupy an 
height winch lay directly in his front. 
This set vice was executed without 
<bilay, hut not without great labour 
and fati'gtie, from the unequal nature 
of the ground, and theabmpt ravines 
which opposed themselves to the ad- 
vance of the troops, at broken, but fre- 
quent intervals. To this pos'* the main 
strength of the little detachment fol- 
lowed ; thence to encounter fresh and 
similaf difficulties in pressing fcft'v'iiru 
to a second height, which had hV*) 
possessed in the last war by the Bri- 
tish, and had been used by them. as 
the direct means of approach to the 
fort. But the trees had growth so 
much in this quarter, in the interval, 1 
as entirely to conceal the fort, and to 
preclude all hope of any operations 
being orosecuted from this command- 
ing situation. But the ship and her, 
proceedings were plainly discoverable 
from it, and capt. Forbes perceived, 
just at the moment of taking up hiv 
position, that she had hoisted a flag 
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of truce, summoning the enemy to 
surrender. Not expecting that the 
D 41 tch would give up so strong and 
valuable a station, without some endea- 
vour to retain it,capt. Forbes directed 
preparations to be made, for me, or 
not, as the event might determine, 
against the enemy's works of Kayo 
Meirah ; and one hundred men, with 
Jthe double scaling ladders, were se- 
lected, and already drawn up for this 
particular duty, when a letter was 
brought from capt. Tucker, •advising 
of the failure of the summons, and 
of the naval commandant’s design of 
placing his ship as eaily as possible on 
the next morning, alongside the works 
of the fort. But the ardent zeal of 
capt. Forbes , would not allow him to 
wait until another sun should rise, ere 
he disturbed the enemy in his works, 
and interrupted his labours in endea- 
vouring to render them more formida- 
ble in strength, but having selected and 
marshalled his forces, as has been just 
described, he proceeded in the even- 
ing, after a short refreshment of his 
men, by an intricate and difficult path, 
to the assault of the fortress. After?! 
most tedious and harassing march, otter- 
ing new impediments at almost every 
step, laying through thick and nearly 
impenetrable woods, he succeeded at 
length in reaching the beach, witlttn 
80 () yards of the fort, whody undis- 
coveied by the enemy ,* where he 
at rived about ten o’clock at night. 
Taking full advantage of his success, 
holed on his force, without a moment’s 
pau^j, to the attack of the enemy’s 
.outworks, and had not proceeded fifty 
before an out-sentry observing 
iJp approach, fired his musquet in 
aratm. A detachment of the enemy 
witn a brigade of guns, instantly 
appeared in front, prepared to resist 
tlier advancing party, and tiring, as an 
. earnest of their intention, a volley into 
the Briish line, who, after returning 
this tough salute, by a round of mus- 
quetry, rushed impetuously fgrwa r d, 
under the personal conduct of their 
gallant commander, forcing the enemy 
at all points, and driving him com- 
pletely from his position. 

When the way had been thus cleared, 


the fort opened a very heavy fire of 
grape and musquetry on the assailants, 
who, headed by their brave leader, 
still kepi the steady tenour of their 
course, in contempt of the showering 
balls around their heads, until they 
ariived at the margin of the ditch, 
where, dashing precipitately through 
the chasm, and gaining the opposite 
side, applied the lad !ers to the flank 
of the nearest bu*ti< 11, and in disregard 
of the fire and the resistance of the 
•enemy, were in a moment in posses- 
sion ol the ramparts, clearing them, by 
an instant and irresistible effort, of 
every opponent. An officer and sixty- 
eight prisoners fell, with the fort, in 
the hands of the British party, the 
remainder of the garrison having 
escaped by# toeli known passages, 
during the continuance of the storm. 
With this happy termination of the 
labours of an eventful day, capt. Forbes 
rested with bis troops, for the short 
residue of the night. 

At day break the next morning, 
the enemy opened against the fort, a 
fire from the battery at Cottah Para ; 
which was too far distant to occasion 
any damage, but as ibs neighbourhood 
was not desirable, capt. Forbes " directed 
I lent. Cur sham with a party, to take 
it in the rear, and if practicable, to 
reduce it into his possession, but he 
was obliged to tetuni, after a slight and 
ineffectual attempt, having found the 
small force which could be spared for 
the attack, incompetent to master the 
enemy, strongly posted at this battery* 
and defended by six heavy pieces of 
ordnance. 

At two o’clock, P. jVI. about the time 
ofiieut. Curshams return, capt. Tucker 
had succeeded, after a laborious strug- 
gle with a contrary current and winds, 
in laying his ship across the battery of 
Kota Barro , next in position to fort 
Kayo Alcirah , and mounting eight 
guns. The .Dover closing within pis- 
tol shot, and keeping up a smat Hire 
on the battery with canister and 
grape, soon silenced its guns, when 
she stood on to the succeeding battery 
of five guns, close on the strand, open- 
ing by this change of pos'^on. a file 
from a third battery, and the sea face 
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of Fort Orange, on his Majesty’s ship. 
Capt. Tucker was returning the fire of 
the different batteries in his fiont, 
when he found Viimsclf unexpectedly 
exposed to the raking shot of the bat- 
tery which he had just quitted in his 
rear ; he therefore thought it prudent 
to withdraw from his present open 
situation, and effectually secure and 
spike the guns of Kota Barro , before 
he advanced any further against the 
other three, and with this intent had 
just regained his former station, and 
again succeeded in silencing the 
enemy’s guns, when he perceived lieut. 
Cursham in smart contest with a nu- 
merous body of the enemy, in the 
rear of the battery. 

So soon as capt. Tories W3S aware 
of the attack made by the Dover , he 
had ordered, it seems, the last-men- 
tioned officer to advance with a gun, 
and additional men, to take advantage 
of capt. Tinkers lire, and to aid his 
purpose by assailing- the enemy in the 
rear, and having fir^t driven the Dutch 
troops from a breast work which they 
had thrown up in the course of the 
diy, lieut. Cursham was following 
them to the edge of the battery, when 
he was discovered by cap! .7 'ucker in the 
last act of his success, in the pursuit 
of the yielding and flying enemy. He 
at the next instant entered the battery, 
and turned its artillery on the town, 
and the fortified works on the sea- 
line. 

The Dover being freed from the 
annoyance of Kola Barro , was brought 
to close action with the whole of the 
batteries before-mentioned, and used 


her broadsides with such cool decision 
and success, that before five o’clock in 
the evening, the enemy’s firing had 
utterly ceased, and flags of truce were 
seen hoisted in every direction on, the 
walls of tiie fortification. Soon after 
these signals were held out, three offi- 
cers of the Dutch government were 
sent on board to arrange the articles 
of capitulation, for the surrender of 
the place, which were concluded on 
the following morning. Thus a third 
most valuable island, after a contest of 
less than twenty-four hours duration, 
with its strong works, and powerful 
and regular defences, in ordnance and 
men,* was added to the British pos- 
sessions. f 

In contemplating these several bril- 
liant captures, one by one, it might be 
thought, as if fortune had been pro- 
pitious to the darings of individual 
adventurers, whom she had capri- 
ciously designed to favour ; but when 
they are successively considered and 
viewed in their accumulate form, they 
would seem to challenge a more cer- 
tain character, and a higher apprecia- 
tion j they would appear as effects 
springing from natural causes; the 
result of victory, founded on the uner- 
ring basis of courage, governed and 
directed by rational prudence and judg- 
ment. To such a combination are we 
indebted for the many feats of our 
departed heroes, a« well as of the liv- 
ing corn-patriots, who are treading 
close upon their step" ; the nation’s 
never-dying glory, and ever-existing 
hope. 


* Those consisted of five hundred -disciplined infantry, $03 European seamen, i lid 
armed Dutch inhabitants, and 500 native troops, in all, 1203 rank and file. r 

t L<:rrl Minto expresses his acknowledgment of the brilliant services of capt. Forbes, 
in his General Orders of the 16th Feb. 1811. Vide page bO, Bengal Occurrences. 
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It was fortunate, in the interval of the 
'several expeditions mentioned in the 
preceding chapters, that the quiet of 
ihe frmflnent of India was not threa- 
tened by any serious interruption. 
Non^r the greater states of Hindus- 
tan jKr of the surrounding countries, 
appeal to have been actuated in 
the interim, by any but an amicable 
disposition to the local British govern-. 
Tnent,~or towards each other, so. that 
iJiere was nothing likely to arise that 
[might involve the affairs., of India in a 
[tegular waifaie, whj^h might impli- 
cate the East India company, either z& 
a principal or ally. 

The civil commotions and conten- 
tions in Cabul , advertedno in a former 
volume, were at too great a distance 

Vo,l. \2. 


in position, as well as interest, mate- 
rially to affect the British possessions 
or politics : and the domestic anange- 
ments of the states nearer at hand 
did not discover any thing calculated 
to produce such a change in their inter- 
nal jj&diti 011 or government, as to vary 
the wpsling relations with other powers. 
There seems to have been r.o altera- 
tion in the foreign relation of the East 
India company, except in the succes- 
sion of one friendly prince for another 
in the soubahdarry of Bengal $ an event 
of routine, proceeding in the course of 
lineal descent, and not remarkable 
from the ordinary occurrences of the 
day, but fiom the official communica- 
tions it required, in the notification of 
i the succession, to the friendly, pew* is 
* L) 
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around ; and the formal declaration it 
demanded of the determination of the 
government-general to assist ynd sup- 
port the succession with all its power : 
a declaration, in significance and mean- 
ing, nearly tantamount to that of the 
champion of England, on the accession 
of a new sovereign to the throne of 
that kingdom* 

But though there was mo general 
warlike appeal ance between the greater 
powers, there were certain indications 
of hostile movements between some of 
the many restless adventurers, that 
are daily rising into reputation, and 
disturbing the tranquillity of a secon- 
dary order of states, that have founded 
iliemseves, in a permissive policy, on 
the borders of the larger principalities ; 
and to which they often, communicate, 
without a vigilant counteractive po- 
licy, a part of the ill effects, if not 
of the spirit of their feuds. As it would 
seem to bo somewhat foreign to our 
purpose, and would be uninteresting 
to the reader, to qn:er into an enume- 
ration of the disputes, which put a 
number of these petty chiefs in motion 
against each other, and for causes 
purely concerning their diminutive 
interests, we shall pass to the notice 
only of such particular quarrels and dif- 
feiences, as immediately demanded, nr 
individually required the interference 
of the British government. Thesfe 
happily were few, not exceeding two 
in number, and both happening in 
situations, wheic the common force of 
the government might be applied with 
conven'cnce and effect. 

The fust of these occurred on the 
frontier* of the rajah of Nag pore, 
communicating wi'h the v Mabratta 
states ; and the other on the sijK of* 
Bur.dkcuud , having a near communion 
also with the same territories One 
appears to have been foment® by a 
chief. a‘n, well known in recent Mah- 
r.ua history under the title of Mur 
Khan and live other by Gopaul Sing , 
an enjL.rpii.sing adventurer, with a cha- 
racter ju-t rushing into notice, and 
from the . exploits now connecting 
themselves with it, promising to become 


of equal eminence with that of the 
celebrated Mahratta chieftain. 

Of the circumstances that respect 
the family of the Mahratta states, abun- 
dant intelligence is generally derived 
through the medium of British resi- 
dents, or the persons attached to their 
suite ; but, irom the want of the 
same means of information, little com- 
paratively is known of the separate 
government of the territories under 
Jeswunt Rao Holkcrr, whence the pre- 
sent dirpule arises, or indeed of his po- 
licy, until it is manifested in his public 
acts. The British government has 
never thought it expedient, hitherto, 
to maintain an envoy at the court of 
that chieftain, on account, it is believed, 
of the dissolute manners aiKl profligacy 
of the prince, rather than from any 
contempt of his power. 

Hence the transactions in thisquarter 
come upon the Indian public generally 
by surprise. This circumstance, which 
prevents a full knowledge at any time 
of the policy of the Durbar at 
Jndorc , deprives us also, which \ve 
regret, of the particular information 
■ that is requisite for the explanation of 
the events under consideration. 

Meer Khan, the instrument em- 
ployed by IJoIkar , or forcing himself, 
perhaps, into his hands on the ptesent 
occasion, is a Patan of the Rohilla 
tribe, who has rendered himself most 
distinguished, if not in the foundation, 
in the restoration, at least, of the for- 
tune and dominion of lus principal. 

As the events, in detail, connect 
themselves in some measure wj h the 
histoiy of these personages, a short 
account of them would seena, neces- 
sary, to shew the origin of theV ac- 
quaintance with each other, and re- 
lation of each to the rajah, tlu/ other 
principal party in the transaction* 
about to be recoided. 

Meer Khan, a soldier of fortune, 
born at Furr ucka bad , first entered the 
sen ice of Madajee Scindea, under the 
auspices ofJWuz’CuJJlT Khun, in whose 
cnvnKy he received his military iniati- 
tion. The Mahiatra prinrO shortly 
afterwards died ; by which event the 
sendees of Meer Khan, with those of 


* VkJ. Piocl.i.nntion of Sujimix* Ciovcnuccot, page 10, Bengal Occunences. 
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his immediate patron Muzzuffer Khan, 
were transferred to his successor, 
Dhwlut Rao Scindea. The prince 
jut$ named, immediately on his succes- 
sion, entered iuto an alliance with the 
Pcishwa, which had for its object the 
’destruction of Holkar's * power, that 
had increased of late to such a height, 
as to occasion considerable alarm to 
these the principal Mahratla poten- 
tates. The force of Holkar. was then 
in the vincinity of Poonah, and exposed 
to the attack of theconf<?derate$, which 
was instantly determined oh, and pro- 
secuted without any declaration of hos- 
tilities. 

MuzzujfcrKhan, and his protege, took 
• part with the assailants, and contributed 
their assistance to the defeat, which fol- 
lowed, of the unprepared and unaided 
chieftaiu. Holkar betook himself, in 
_ liis misfortune, to the rajah of Nt /g- 
pore, either in the promise, or reason- 
able expectation of succour ; but he 
had scarcely passed the frontier of he 
rajah, before he was made a prisoner 
by his orders, and thrown, into the 
dungeon of a neighbouring fortress. 

Some intrigues prevailed, at thij 
juncture, among the ladies, who, by 
.Eastern custom, had recently passed, 
by no unusual transition, with other 
goodly possessions, from the deceased 
Madqjcc Stindta to the protection of 
the teigi.ing prince ; which produced 
in' the end not only a separation ot the 
IcIisAtEib'd females of the court, but 
top^Toial valuable officers from the 
rsemro of the state ; including among 
tl^Aatter, Mttxznjier Khan , and his 
^oumfiu liitary pupil. The latter, hav- 
W)* accompanied thfc ladies ot Madajee 
‘1 household to one of the and- 
eSC residencies of tiie family in Hin- 
dus\n, hi. Idled his employ merit with 
Dwut f P<“' Pundca by this act of 
duxaliv, ard .u:er\\:iuls cast his eye 
" around :n s-.iidi of a new master, to 
he might transfer his fealty, aud 
the, fluctuating sci vices of a train of 
•miiiuiy followers., g\ master soon-pre- 
sent cd himself in the person of hfoikcu , 
who ju*t at this moment had escaped 
by stratagem fiom his prison „and stood 
in need of an active partisan for pro- 
moting his complicate plans of aggran- 

V *D2 


dizement, ,and of revenge. Conditions 
were soon concluded between parties so 
necessary to each other : and from 
this time the most cordial attachment 
prevailed between them. 

. They both betook themselves to 
Indore, whpie they set about the in- 
crease of their scveial retainers; who In 
a short time formed a band, competent, 
in the opinions of the two adventurers, 
to measurfi its strength, with, the more 
organized force of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
dea. A miscalculation of military 
$owcr, proceeding perhaps from the 
personal malignity of Holkar towards 
Scindea, arising out of his late discbm- 
ture, embroiled the two adverse chief- 
tains in hostility, before the means of 
the former had grown into maturity for 
their object ; apd the consequence was 
a second defdnt, but not so complete 
in itself, or perilous in its consequences, 
as the first. Though H < llzar was se- 
veral times beaten by his opponent, and 
chased beyond the confines of Malwa 
in a southern direction into Candeish, 
where he nrrrhed with a bare remnant 
of his forces, and a few chosen com- 
mandeis, he yet manifested in the 
course of the warfare several instances 
of gieat address, and of courage, and 
earned with him the spirit and the 
reputation of a soldier, which enabled 
him to preserve his own opinion, and 
what was of move importance in his 
affairs, to keep up the confidence of 
his adherents. In a retired spot, on 
the bank of the Tapty, where the 
supineness, or the mistaken policy of 
his adversary had snfteied the defeated 
chieftain to rest, Holkar, and his ac- 
tive, coadjutor, Ml : cr Khan , did not de- 
spond and sink beneath their condition, 
buj^mi mediately studied and pursued 
the means, i:i recruiting their wasted 
numbers, for the retueval of their lost 
fortunes. In the course of an incunsi- 
deiable interval a third host was raised 
by these persevering adventurers, ex- 
uding both the former in numbers, 
Z)pd apparently in discipline and equip- 
ment, with which* Holkar again ro- 
oked on prosecuting his first and fa- 
vourite scheme, the dcsnnctioa of his 
rival. Taught by preceding reverses, 
or recovering t(is prudenc* as Id# 
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passions subsided, Holkar waited, instead 
of forcing, as in the last instance, an 
opportunity for effecting his purpose ; 
and this at length arose, and produced 
the opposition to Srindea's declared de- 
sign on the government of the Peishwd . 
This brought the opposed Mahratta 
chieftains a third time in face of one 
another, in the vincinity of Poonah, 
and ended in a well-contested act'rbn, 
in which Holkar, in his turn, had a 
most decided triumph over his adver- 
sary. The event of this contest deter-^ 
mined the flight of the Peisluva , from 
his capital to the Cokun , his temporary 
residence at, and finally the treaty of 
Bassein, with its consequences, the 
subsequent Mahratta wars, in which 
the British Indian government took so 
distinguished a part, BuJ the splendid 
military achievements, which succes- 
sively marked these wars, and their 
events, must be fresh in the remem- 
toiance of the reader. 

The opportunities offered to Meer 
Khan , for the display of his military 
talent, during the latter operations, 
were seized and improved, and the 
success of his different enterprises, 
won from his master repeated acknow- 
ledgments, and secured to him several 
solid marks of approbation, in the 
grant of successive Jaghires, first of 
the province of Seronge, on the eastern 
side of Malwii, not distant from the 
southern border of Dundtecund, and 
next of the fort and territory •{ Tonk 
Rampoora, near Cotah ; with all the 
honours, and privileges that attach 
themselves to the favourites of arbitrary 
sovereignity. 

On the conclusion of the war in 
, 180(5, which placed the government of 
Holkar on a more permanent footing, 
that chiefrain seems to have abandoned 
the pursuit of military glory, and to 
have fallep into personal indulgences, 
fo which he was always prone, that 
h,i**e debilitated and impaired his in- 
tellect*, if fliey may not belaid. to have 
wholly and utterly obscured them. As 
the powers of the prince have declined, 
the authority of his ^ general has 
increased, and 'of latp years h.ts con- 

rrouble the public acts of the Durbar. 

,s « 
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In this state of things, it may be 
supposed that a designing and ente/- 
prising mind, aided by great personal 
influence, might sway a weak prince. » 
to any purpose, though at the ha^»d 
of his interests. If ‘Meer Khan has af- 
fected not to assume the sovereign ty* 
it»elf, the circumstance may, perhaps, 
be ascribed not so much to moderation 
in himself, as to the want of means? 
to support a government, which had 
for some time degenerated under the 
feeble management ot its head, and at 
the moment stood in need of resour- 
ces for its immediate support. The 
dilapidated and distracted state of af- • 
fairs at the time, now meditated, in- 
duced a policy suited to it j which 
might have a tendency in its success, 
equally to supply the necessities of 
the state, as to administer to the 
particular plans, of the Khan. To- 
wards the end of the year lbCK), the 
weak infatuated prince was encourag- 
ed by Meer Khan and stimulated by 
the ladies of the Mahal, the ready 
instruments of intrigue in an Eastern 
state, to prosecute an ancient grudge, 
tvhich has been described, against the 
rajah of Nagpore $ who had grown 
up in the mean time into consequence, 
and had amassed great wealth. The 
latter circumstance was lure uioughin 
itself, in the desperate state of the finan- 
ces at Indore, without the additional 
motive of revenge, to open the ear of 
Holkar to the interested advice 
favourite. A detachment of infantry, 
with suitable artillery, is immedirfndy 
directed, to give effect to the JC'^Vs 
counsel. The extent of the armameuf' 
ip the first instance, confined, not 
only that it may not excite the atr 'ra- 
tion, in its progress, of the neighbour- 
ing powers, but that, by the quiek^re- 
paratiou and movement of the force*, it 
may effect the views of itsltadcr, with- 
out advertising the rajah ofits approach . a 
In the month of September the Khan 
mqvcd from Indore, with a respectable 
body of infantry •and guns, towards ' 
the kingdom of Nagpore ; strength- 
ening himself 3.4 lie proceeded, 0 with a 
large body of Pmdarries, or irregular 
horse, that have taken and maintained 
possession for many years, of gn* t v* 
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teisive woody tract, in the vicinity of 
1 sfcfl/. Above 12,000 of the latter 
defpription of troops, living on plan- 
(Tcj^and fed by the hope of it, attached 
themselves to the Mahratta camp. 

• The evident intention of the Khan 
was to extort a sum of money from 
the rajah, by the audden impression, 
which was likely to be made by the 
appearance of the Mahratta troops 
in the vicinity of Nagpore. But he 
did not neglect to contemplate 83 m e de- 
mur to the demand, which he was 
authorised, as he pretended, to make, 
.when he should approach the rajah’s 
territories. As ulterior proceedings 
might be necessary, a second detach- 
ment under Mahommed Shah Khan, 
was ordered to follow in his rear, 
much more powerful in cavalry and 
artillery, and more numerous even in 
infantry, than the force immediately 
particularised. 

There was no apparent reason for 
this armament, but the poverty of 
the treasury at Indore, and the pri- 
vate policy of the Khan ; and no 
pretence for the designed exaction but* 
the stale and common demand of a 
choute, said to be owing for years, 
from the territories of the rajah, 
to the northern lords* and which 
was magnified, to suit the exigency, to 
many lacks of rupees. It would there- 
fiftfcseem to have required, of which 
/he hail was sensible, something of 
KtHlflposiiig aspect to enforce compli- 
rano^with so preposterous a pretension. 

fiXtho Khan moved forward to 
he affected to pay at- 
tention to the smaller states about 
were supposed to be gathered 
udfcr the British protection* and when 
he vSjs about to enter the rajah’s fron- 
tierphe’ made a shew of explanation 
in JeUers addressed to the British go- 
~ vernment, of the purpose, for which 
ihe (vas^ahout to penetrate the country 
f its ally, under the commands, # as 
e chose to represent, of his master, 
and for the adjustment of a long sub- 
sisting olaim. But the purpose was 
meant to be executed, before the Bri- 
tish government should be apprised 
of its merits. 

By the end of the month of Sep- 


tember, the Khan had arrived at (he 
frontier of Nagpore , an.l as. he had 
desired, and foreseen, the immediate 
impression of his fdfee, and the ex- 
pectation of a much larger body 
which was known to be marching in 
his rear, whose numbers were in con- 
sequence increased by the tenour of 
reiterated rumours, had an instant 
effect on the rajah’s commander, Sud- 
dick All Khan , who had collected 
what force, he could suddenly draw 
together, on the reported approach 
of the Mahrattas , with the intention 
of resisting their progress. Such, hov r - 
ever, was the actual formidable, ap- 
pearance of the military in his front, 
and such the apprehension of the un- 
known force in Reserve, that the com- 
mandant at Nagpore scarcely allowed 
the Khan to tell the object of his mis- 
sion, and state the extent of his de- 
mand, before it was acceded to in all 
its terms, and formal assurances given 
for' an unqualified compliance with it. 
Meer Khan undertook to wait, for tbd 
ratification of these assurances on the. 
borders of the kingdom of Nagpoie: but 
the rajah , when he became acquaint- 
ed with the pusillanimous, or, possibly 
the temporising conduct of his com- 
mandant, positively refused to afford 
it his sanction ; gave orders for the 
augmentation of his force on the fron- 
tier provinces of his kingdom, and 
consulted the necessary military mea- 
sures for the defence of his territories. 
He could not fail, at such a crisis, 
to represent the unprovoked and un- 
reasonable nature of the attack to the 
British resident at his court, and to 
demand the protective arm of his pow- 
erful ally in repelling so outrageous ail 
aggression. The supreme government, 
from obvious policy, as well as justice* 
might be supposed to be inclined to 
the representation of the British 
resident in favour of the rajah ; 39 
the result of hostile operations be- 
tween these powers might create con- 
fusion in the bordering states ; might 
unduly increase the power of an am- 
bitious prince, and introduce •even- 
tually, in the person of Meer Khan, 
a troublesome neighbour in a "territory 
adjoining the British possessions. 
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Whether all or any of these consi- 
deration^ or the frivolous and upjust 
pretence of the Durbar of Indore, 
which might be it no wed and extended 
to any length, and on any and every 
occasion, determined the councils of 
the British government, it may not b« 
material to enquire ; for whatever the 
policy that dictated, the acts counsel- 
led were prompt and decisive. The 
supreme government appears, from 
the instant of the application of the 
rajah, to have taken the readiest meafo 
of interposing the British assistance 
against the violent encroachments of 
the Mahratta state. Orders were giv- 
en for assembling at the same time 
a sufficient at my in t he Deccan , and in 
Bunulecund, to act 0 in co-operation 
with each other, in covering and pro- 
tecting the capital and dominions of 
the rajah. 

So soon as Meer Khan was apprised 
of the refusal of the rajah to counte- 
nance the unauthorised act of his 
agent, and of the applie ition puder- 
red to the British government, he 
was convinced of the necessity oi in- 
stant operations and he accordingly 
entered, and ravaged the borders of the 
rajah’s territories, and threatened the 
invasion of the interior by the pow- 
erful forces in his roar. 

But the troops of the rajah had been 
increased in the interval, and being 
flow more prepared, and encouraged 
by the promise of protection, man- 
fully resisted the inroads of the inva- 
ders, and so far from success attending 
the Khan in the expected impression 
on the rajah’s territories, he was actually 
worsted in several engagements ; still, 
however, he shewed not any intention 
of abandoning his anticipated prey, 
but hung upon the frontier, in the 
hope of harassing and vexing the in- 
habitants, a Common practice with 
the Mahratta*, into* compromise or 
compliancy. Before he could produce 
indisposition, on the present occa- 
sion the British armies were in mo- 
tion, f/Qtn their several points, towards 
the position of the Mahratta chieftain. 

, Cot. Close , to whom the chief com- 
mand fef the diffeient armaments was 
confided, quitted Jaulna , with a force. 


of various description, amounting {in 
the aggregate to about 10,000 m/n, 
some time in the month of Decern^r, * 
with an intention, at first, to marcti 
upon Nagpore 3 but this desigri^vas 
departed from on the receipt of intel- 
ligence, that the Khan had not moved, 
as expected, towards the capital, but, on 
the contrary, had evinced a disposition 
to retreat- from the Rajah’s territories, 
fn consequence of this information the 
Colonei took o more westerly course, 
towards Hasseinaha ^ ,* expecting that 
the Khan might return to the western 
bide of India, whence be had proceeded 
in his march forward i. When the 

Khan, however, heard of this move- . 
ment, he took an opposite route, and 
marched, in a more easterly direction, 
to Seronge 3 whither the colonel also 
advanced, without loss of time 3 and 
imagining that the Khan might take 
post at the latter place, he hastened 
across the Nerbuddah, with great 
rapidity, w'ith the view of ofleiing him 
battle, or of inducing his further 
retreat into the interior of Holkar’s 
territories, and consequently the utter 
abandonment of the design on the 
Nagpore state. 

While toionel dust was advancing 
in the rapid manner explained, lohnet 
Mariinddl proceeded with a second 
army, of great strength, fiom the pro- 
vince of BumUmuul, the bordeyfe’ of 
which he passed towauls the ehd qf 
January, and entered the MtfirrtflhV 1 
territories. From the change w, tfuA 
direction of the ictreat ojf Mcer / X'.n, • 
which was influenced , h.W’tieon 
shewn, by the movon|$jjt of colonel 
Close, the cormnandafit of Ben- 
gal detachment .supjj|i$d, thatfohe 
Mahratta adventurer might in raid to 
pursue a course towards the wSwtern 
boundaries of Buudlecund, and, add 
strength to an insurrection, *\vhiclr 
had tor some lime raged in the adja- 
cent territory. He therefore' did not 
venture to quit 4he border of Bundle- 
cun 4 , until he should be able to ascot - 
tain mote perfectly the Khan's Inten- 
tions.^ These were made known to 
him, shortly afterwards, by a com- 
munication from colonel Close,, which 
advised him, that the Khan had/token 
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nrta seemingly permanent position at 
Smnge $ and requiring him to move 
foi\vard to the southern border of the 
wince, to watch the Khan’s rear. 
vThile Col. Mar tin del l moved in 
Hhe direction described, colonel Close 
advanced to Serongej wlten the IMah- 
ratta commandant, so soon ns he was 
informed of bis approach, and of the 
judicious contemporaneous movements 
on his side and rear, suddenly quitted 
Seronge, retreated across the Jumna, 
and appeared from nil his, demonstra- 
tions, to have completely abandoned 
his project. At this place, the colonel 
’appears to have dropped the intention 
p f further serious pursuit, though he 
ordered colonel MarlindelL to take tip a 
position a march or two in advance. 
After waiting at Serongei bra few clays, 
for the purpose of refreshing his troops, 
and informing himself of the Khan's 
determination, colonel Close began to 
make preparations for his return to 
the Deccan; and after leaving colonel 
Martindell ill charge, reconducted his 


army to its former cantonments with- 
out the slightest loss, except from the 
usual casualties of a fatiguing march in 
the mbnth of April. 

The British commandant, in desisting 
from his pursuit, at this instant, and 
under these circumstances, might pro- 
bably have been determined by the 
aspect of affairs at Indore ; which 
began to* wear such an appearance 
of difficulty and embarrassment, as to 
claim, in all probability, the closest 
attention of the Khan, who had no 
secondary interest in their arrange- 
ments for many months to come. This 
had been occasioned by* the prime 
minister having tmuped, during the 
imbecility of Holkar,.and the absence 
of JVIeer Khan, the actual power of the 
state, whicii* tfie Begum was endea- 
vouring by stratagem to rescue from 
his hands, to commit it, in favour of 
her son, to 'the keeping of Meer Khan, 
an apparently dangerous guardian for 
an infant prince/ The extrication of 
the Khan fioni the unsuccessful project 


* The following anecdotes, which are told of ibis Mahratta chieftain, would not seem 
to justify the prudent care of a mother in the choice of a protector tor her child. 

l< M'juii **iug, the present Rajah of Jodcpuor, hud been for some time pa? t mgag'd in 
n cmilla t with his tributaries, and principal chieftain*, who, in combination With the Rajah 
of Jcy poor, support the claims of an infant son of the late Rijah Bluen but horn 
after the death of that Prince. Finding himself deprived of Inn dominions, mid 4<ivt n 
for id ugc to a fortress near Jotltpoov, Mann Sing called in the assistance of Meer Khan, 
who was at that period in the service of Holknr. The rcinfoi cement however pi oved 
lisiifficnjit 1o enable him to cope with so powerful a combination, ami he saw him«e!f 
Reduced to tlie necessity of either surrendering, or removing some of his inoK pwveifiil 
opjLments by stratagem*, tins he proposed lu Meer Khan, who instantly consented to 
the instrument of treachery under certain conditions of remunerate!!. In 
execution of his dark designs, Meer Khan, under pn ler.ee of being disgusted with Maim 
yft's conduct, left Jodi poor, with every appearance of rage and discontent, and ofn red 
AArvicesto .Situate Sing,aa anxious to avenge his own wrongs by associating with that 
•JSrwT The Rajporc chiefs', however, doubting his siuci rity, required him to' give proof 
Vif if hy destroying some of tlie neighbouring villages belonging to Jodepoor ; to which he 
'Conpnftrd without hesitation, secietly conveying the intelligence to Maim Sing. This 
being still deemed insufficient, Meer Khan, in the most solemn m.umer at the tomb 
ora celebrated Saint, invoked the name of God, the Koran, and the Saint to withers his 
MMrritv. Sow act Sing now no longer doubting, they exchanged Tm bans, the ne st 


shiyftPaiid unequivocal pledge of friendship, and Meer Khan invited him with the other 
chieftains to partake of an entertainment in his camp. Although strongly uiccd by Isis 
conftdciatcs to beware of treachery, Suwacc Sing accepted the invitation, declaring it to 
be his belief that after such solemn vows, Mi er Khan conldnot possibly prove fa'se. 
The other chieftains of the party finding their efforts to detain their leader wi re all 
fruitless, retained to their respectiye camps, while Smvaee Sing proceeded with Meer 
Kaun, accompanied J^y 500 guards ^n<f attendants, and Juargut Sinn, a near rein non, v l:o 
was icatflvcd to share the same fate .witch he also had foreseen, but had endeavour* d in 
vain to avert. The previous arrttftgciuents for this dreadful tragedy di-piuy d in Ihe 
strongest colour* the monster Who directed them. A tent of uncommon m/o carted a 
dulbaudu) was thoroughly soaked with water to render it heavier ; men were st^Xwm d at 
each of the ropes, who upon ^ preconcerted signal wise to cut 1 hens, and up..iiyof. 
arrived soldier* mound were instructed to finish the .scene. On arming at ihe t ucamp- 
unnt,.Suwaee Sing’s guards dispersed themselves, and he, with ids re!. u ion, Juggut .Smg, 
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explained, through the forbearance of advantages that attend and slgnaltee 
his adversary, enabled him to proceed the ordinary course of war 5 but badfrt© 
to Holkar’a camp, and to favour the in- menace and prevent the execution a 
trigue, tor it cannot be called policy, of desperate, design, that might h^V^T 
the too credulous Begum.* ended, without precaution, in *Tfte 

As the interesting march of colonel humiliation of an useful ally, imd it* 
Close, through the different Mahratt a the interruption of the general pedee of 
states, is minutely traced in a subse- India. 

quent department of the register, f we This he accomplished, with thp 

shall be excused in adding but little to prudence .ofa statesman, as well as this 
the foregoing hasty description of it, true science aid courage of a general ; 
and more especially as it appears nor to always having before his eyes the end of 
have been marked by any striking his campaign, 'and always making the 
events to diversify and enliven the way. hi demonstrations, as might alternately 
It concluded, as has been noticed, after be necessary, to attain it, by wisdom or 
aetmral months duration, at Seronge ; by valour. 

whence it had not been held necessary This singular sort of military Ope? 
to pursue the further retrograde foot- rations is little calculated to add to the 
steps of the Khan ; the policy of the reputation of the soldier, or the splen- 
British government hrfv'uig been ap- dour of his government, but it is a 
parently fulfilled, on the dereliction of field of* useful and necessary employ- 
the object that had provoked its inter- ment, in which a British officer, from 
ference. local peculiarities, must often engage. 

The circumstances of the march, as without hoping to bear away from it 
well as the dispositions made in it, any other trophy, than a branch of 
seemed everywhere as creditable to the barren laurel. 

British commandant, as the result— the The military transactions, that re- 
compulsion of the adverse commander quire our next attention, were dictated 
to quit position after position, to In a distinct policy from the latter, 
change his plans and his purposes, and and were attended with dissimilar re- 
finaliy to relinquish his enterprise suits. These operations were occa- 
witheut a single effort to sustain it, or sioned by the incursion of Gopaul 
a solitary instance of resistance. Sing % a Poligar prince, into a petty 

The views of the British government state in Bundlecund, with the design 
appear from the first to the last to have of recovering a district, from which jib* 
been governed by a defensive and pro- had been reufoved by the power*? of 
tective policy, and they seem to have the British government, that hjftkw** 
been eminently promoted by the cently been exerted in favour of 
peculiar genius, and the conduct of ther chief (Btickhelbulke) who is>lt,iV 
the commaivder to whom they were ted tob(/iJbe rightful proprietor 
recommended. Colonel Close had not who was^then on a pilgrimage to Be* 1 
to prosecute a campaign in a declared- n^rcs. JR * 

ly hostile temper $ nor to seek those The <||pDsed Poligar, whatever fils 

and a considerable number of Ins office! entered the tent. After sitting a shcnfe^r/ve 
in fiiendty conversation, Mcer Khan on mobc slight pretence left the tent, icquotcS his 
guests (o excuse his temporary absence ; ivvo of his relations also, who were seated oivcaMi 
side of Jugful Sing, attempted to lisc ami follow, but wen* detained by that chief, who 
insisted, in a jocular maim r, on their remaining. JVIcor Khan seeing the impossibility ' 
of saving Sis relations, gave the fatal signal, and the immense tent was suddenly dropped 
upon disassembly. The guards, stationed withauf, immediately commenced the inas- 
vsacre ^firing a volley upon the tent, and tlien vitlj the word bnfbhered all those who 
avoured to escape. Juggnt Sing on the first abrni of the. tent falling, dispatched 
with two blows of his dagger th$. relations of Mger Khan on each side of liith, then 
drew his sword and cut his way through the tent, and did nut fall until lie had killed 
ni#»y of liis blood-thirsty assassin.*," * 

* * For a particular account of this transaction, see page 106, Madras Occurrences. . 

(•'.* t b'te page 116 , et infra. 
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f usions* bad engaged, it seems, in 
support oftthcm, many strenuous 
hardy followers, with whom be 
not, only made a descent on the 
rents of the rival chiefin pos<-e$- 
• sion, but had completely routed th^Jr 
collective forces, This act of contu- 
macy, which occurred at the begin- 
ning of tbp year 1810, naturally pro- 
'voked the re-exertion of the British 
power, in protection df the favoured 
poligar, and induced colonel Martin - 
(Ull t under instructions from Dalcutta, 
to detach a part of his force, then as- 
sembling for the pprppse already men- 
tioned, in the southern extremity of 
^Bundlecnnd, for the repulsion of the 
aggression of Gopnul Sing, and for the 
chastisement of the supposed insult. 
The aim therefore of the operations, 
under these circumstances, conlradis- 
# tinguisbed from those we have lately 
noticed, was to suppress the revolt by 
active and energetic mc-ans, and ro 
lose not anv opportunity, that might 
present itself, for bringing the refrac- 
tory poligar to engagement, without 
Allowing him leisure to strengthen and 
leeruit his foices between the inter- 
vals of the successive attacks With 
this design, major Kelly was detached 
by colonel Martindvll from Chatter- 
poor, early in the month of January, 

{ with a force adequate, as it was sup- 
posed, to the immediate suppression 
of the insurrection. ,s But bciore he 
cojukl reach the spot, where Gopaui 
V>ing was understood to be posted, that 
Jrehieftam had removed with his booty 
jvfnjbe lulls, that run in a longitudinal 
'rvC* with a western inclination, along 
iHtlie whole extent from north to south 
Bnndlecund. 

The major lost not any time in fol- 
fo^^iig .him up the first pass of the 
fountains, which he ascended with 
alacrity and perseverance, but did not 
t reach the summit before the Pobgar, 
who had an intimate knowledge of the 
l different ranges of the hills and their 
approaches, had safely placed himself 
ih tjje passage of the secotfd Ghaut. 
As major Kelly's orders were limited, 
and his return to colonel Marlinddl s 
camp prescribed, he was here obliged to 


leave the pursuit, to join the main body 
of the army. 

A small party, under captain Wilson 
was left to observe the movements of 
the Poligar, at the foot of the pass, and 
to prevent if possible, his descent into 
the open country. 

Gopaui Sing, on hearing of the re- 
tirement of the larger force, prepared 
to move cknvn to the plain, leaving the 
larger part of his force above the 
hill, but with a sufficient body to dis- 
countenance an attack from the Brush 
party ; which fell back, as he ap- 
proached, on Kokheretlee. Being rein- 
forced at the latter place, captain Wil- 
son again moved forward, to prevent the 
Poligar from plundering the circum- 
jacent country, and came up with him 
on the 18th «of February, in a very 
strong position, at a village called Pee- 
ryeiva, between the Ghauts ; and 
which he attempted to carry by as- 
sault, but was repulsed with consi- 
derable loss, leaving Gopaui . Sing in 
possession of the field, and a number 
of prisoners : to whose comfort and 
caie the Poligar chieftain personally 
attended, and sent them afterwards, 
a rate instance of generosity, with a 
safe escort to the British quarters. 
Having overrun tie district, and 
av.iilcd himself of the resources of 
which he stood in need, the Poligar 
again ascended the Ghaut, just at the 
time that major D cla main , with a 
squadron of cavalry, had joined cap- 
t nn Wilson f and taken upon himself 
the command of the detachment. 
The major, with his increased force, 
watched the different approaches to 
the hills, but the Poligar contrived 
to elude hjs vigilance, by moving 
further along the ridge of the moun- 
tains, and rushing suddenly down on 
the cantonments of Terrousah, , on the 
7th of March, destroyed these and the 
other public buildings, as far as practi- 
cable, by tire ; major Morgan with five 
companies of the 7 th native, having in- 
effectually attempted to interpose by 
a rapid movement from dJjhecgur. 
FroiiPthe surprise, and partial destruc- 
tion of the cantonments of 4 Ferrotvah , 
the Poligar directed liis course to Dow* 
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callee and Rypoor, between which 
villages he encamped, supplying him- 
self with provisions and other requi- 
sites in their neighbourhood $ having 
chosen* as a place of encampment, a po- 
sition, with a deep Nullah in his front, 
and a range of high lulls in his rear. 

To this place ho was followed by 
major Morgan with additional troops, 
and artillery on the 14th of •the 9ame 
month ; but* as the major drew near* 
Gopaul Sing detached his infantry un- 
der cover of the jungle in his rear,c 
and discovered an apparent intention 
of waiting the assault of the British 
party with his cavalry alone, but as 
the former attempted to pass the Nul- 
lah in front, covered by their guns, 
the poligar drew off his forces up the 
side of the mountain, avub moving on- 
wards lo join his infantry, dispatched 
some time before, he descended short- 
ly afterwards into the plain, exactly 
at the sfpot, which major Morgan had 
last quitted, and set fire to every house 
in the cantonibents, that had escaped 
the former conflagration, and plun- 
dered the opulent and flourishing town 
of Terrowah. He then fled to his 
fortresses on the hills, before major 
Morgan could regain his former sta- 
tion. 

The news of these several devasta- 
tions reached colonel Martindeffs camp 
on the Mahratta frontier, who im- 
mediately dispatched colonel Browne , 
with the 1st regiment native cavalry, 
to the reinforcement of the several 
detachments in this quarter : and who 
on the lytli of the last mentioned 
month, surprised the Poligar* by a 
march of 4 4 miles the same day* at 
Bit c how n, not far distant from Adj- 
beegur, and put his force, which 
amounted at this place to five or six 
hundred followers* to route, with the 
loss, as described, of 250 men. Go- 
paul Sing, himself, with his usual for- 
tune. oratress, reached with his fol- 
lowers the nearest pass, (Jena) made 
gpod iiiarctrqat, and then rallied his 
afrn. r , 

Jg ’i he sudden defeat of Gopaut Sing, 
^Nuced him to retire, with so many 

his scattered followers as could 
1 be collected on the instant, to the for- 


tress of Jhurgurh, where fie hopfed 
to maintain himself until tat could re- 
cruit his forces, and increase his Jr- 
tisans. He was not permitted, hoy- 
ever, to rest long, but was pur- 
sued by a fresh detachment, under ; 
the immediate command of captain Wil* 
son . As the account of this enterprise is 
omitted in the ordinary occurrences of 
the year, Jt^will be, permitted to u's 
to speak of it more particularly in this 
place* as it would seem to have a title 
to the reader's attention, not only from 
the brilliancy of the events attendant 
on it, but as elucidatory of the gene- 
ral nature of the warfare, in which 
the British troops wOie at this instant, 
engaged. 

The force of captain Wilson consist- 
ed of a squadron from the 3d native 
cavalry, and a galloper ; two six-pound- 
ers, under lieutenant Timbrel!, of ar- 9 
tillery j captain Gibbs with the 1st 
battalion of the 10th native infantry; 
thiee companies of the 7th under cap- 
tain Dare; and one company of pio- 
neers. 

So little was known, respecting 
the situation, strength, or particulars 
of the fofct, to be attacked* or of the 
route, by which it W3s to be approach- 
ed, that no plan of operations could 
be laid down. Aware, however; of 
the importance of secrecy of design,, 
and celerity of movement, captain* 
Wilson used all practicable 
to reach the sevne of action, so^io 
take the enemy as much as possH}l« f 
by surprize. Accordingly, at thr^ 
o'clock, on the morning of the SvLcrf^J 
April, the detachment moved 
its ground, without the beat of drum, 
or the least noise; and soon after, 
day light, gained the bottom of the 
Putna Pass,* in the second mngs^of 
hills, unseen and unheard. The next 
part of their route, was up a steep as- 
cent of a mountain, covered with un- ,• 
derwood and Loose rocks ; there stock- 
ades stretched across the line of their 
approach^ and the hill that they had to 
climb, was commanded by higher, emi- 
nences, from which the troops were - 
liable to be grilled by musquetry or 
cannon. The enemy, relying on the 
natural difficulties of the approach. 
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n# unapprized of danger, from the ce- 
lelity of the movement, had neglect- 
he defence of the stockades, 
party of 200 Sepoys, with the 
^company of pioneers, being pushed 
'forward, made good tjieir way j and 
after much fatigue, gained the sum- 
mit of the steep, destroying in their 
•^scent, the three stockades, without 
meeting the slightest opposition. 

The squadron of cavalry then fol- 
lowed, and the whole, of tli£ detach- 
ment took post at the head of tlie 
Ghaut, where a detachment of the 1 Olh 

* was stationed, in order to secure the 
passage of the guns, stores, &c. while 

* the advance pushed on to Jewrah, dis- 
tant about three miles. Here a number 
of the enemy's match -lock men were 
discovered. They were taken com- 
pletely by surprize ; the first intima- 
tion they had of the Ghaut being ap- 
proached, was ’the appearance of the 
Sepoys three miles beyond it. Thus 
surprize^ they were panic- struck, and 
precipitately fled to the jungle; but 
as the night set in, they began to col- 
lect and opened a desultory, ill diet- 
ed fire, upon the rear guard and flank- 
ers, who, from the steepness of the 
ascent,’ and other difficulties, did not 
reach camp, till four or five o’clock 
on the following morning. The cne- 

f my continued their file during the 
V night, but without effect. 

. Day break, on the 4th ot April, had 
^ bteen fixed for the commencement of 
^ib'e march fiom Jew rah, but the noops, 
^^particularly those of the near guard, 
Mhjfl the whole of the cattle, suffered so 
(Wnucii from fatigue and want of food, 
that it was found impossible to move 
\ before mid-day. The detachment 
•then advanced, and, at sun-set, reached 
flit' batiks of a Nullah, where they en- 

* eqpnped. On the following morning, 
they marched befoie sun rise lor Jliu- 
gurh, distant about nine miles. On ad- 
vancing about three miles, they came 
in view of a large village, from which 

.a smart fire was opened on die detach* 
mefit. It became necessaiy to dis- 
lodge the enemy from this post, a ser- 
vice that was quickly performed by a 
’company of Sepoys. The village was 
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then set on fire, and burned to the 
grodnd. 

From this place for about three miles 
the flankers vyere exposed to the fire ot 
the enemy, which, though harassing, 
occasioned no loss. When the de- 
tachment had advanced between three 
and four miles, from the scitc of the 
burned village, information was ob- 
tained, that Jhugurh lay about two 
pntes in advance. Upon this captain 
Gibbs with the 1st battalion of the 10th 
•and the two six pounders were hafted, 
while captain Wilson, with the squa- 
dron of cavahy, the galloper, three 
companies of the seventh, and the 
pioneers, pushed forward, to ascertain 
the nature of the ground, and the po- 
sition of the fort; tor no guides could 
be found, who either knew its exact 
situation, or the path that led to it. 

In about half an hour, captain Wil- 
son reached a valh y, with a swampy 
bottom, surrounded on all sides by 
high hills, thickly coveted with bam- 
boos and underwood. Here the ene- 
my’s defences were seen : — A redoubt 
of about four feet and a half high, 
foimed of trees piled on each other, 
several eat th mounds, and other works, 
indicated that the principal strong hold 
was close at lnnd ; though no enemy 
was seen. While hastily lccormoiter- 
ing ihe»e works, one of the hill men 
was brought in. From him it was 
ascertained, that Gopaui !>mg was 
himself in the fort with .some horse, 
and about two hundred men — he 
pointed out a path, that ltd to the fort, 
and described its situation. Upon 
this information, captain Wilson, at 
the head of two companies of sepoys, 
the pioneers and twelve troopers, 
dashed forward, leaving the squadron, 
the remaining company of the seventh, 
and galloper, in the valley. The path 
led up a steep ascent, much'obslrucied 
by jungle : after pursuing ils course, 
about seven hundred yards, the skir- 
mishers in advance, discerned a lofty 
bamboo stockade, from which several 
match-lock men were apparently in 
haste to run off. Captain Wilson 
pressed forward as quickly as possible, 
and passing through three ot these 
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bamboo stockades, reached a gate in scending, but in an invme course>|t« 
the ramparts, which he entered, as the his fortunes rise or fall, and altermtfly 
late garrison was hurrying down the pursuing or pursued. In this way 
steep descent, on the edge of which he maintained his precarious jFjKf 
the fort was placed. * circumscribed affairs against the united 

The position of Jhugurh was well force opposed to him, for more tbatv 
chosen. The height and steepness of a year . 

the rocks, and the closeness of the It would be tedious to pursue his 
jungle, render it inaccessible on three movements, and the exploits which* 
sides 5 the fourth side, by which cap- they induced H^ne by one, in monotonous 
tain Wilson entered, \va9 the only description,* but it will be sufficient to 
point from which it could be approach- say, that after an incessant and never- 
ed; and that was found so difficult, thafr> sleeping 'pursuit of the different British 
a handful' of men might have success- commandants, which has been justly 
fully defended it against an army. appreciated and approved by the gover- 
In his haste to evacuate the fort, the nor-gcrieral of India, the Poligar re- 
enemy left behind him two tumbrils, mained unsubdued at the end of the 
several gun carriages, various stores, period, to which this historical sketch 
&c. all of which were burned by the extends ; avoiding, in a steady ndhe- 
captors. The bamboo Cockades, and rence to the policyf so necessary to his 
the redoubts, were also set on fire and safety and existence, a general action 
consumed. The greater part of the with bis put suers, or a departure from 
5 th, and the whole of the 6th ot April, the hills, the naturally designed theatre 
were employed by the pioneers, assist- for the devclopemenfcand display of his 
ed by SOO or 1000 camp followers, in peculiar talent. 

levelling the works. This service be- Without a more precise information 
ing accomplished, the detachment of the cause of these hostile procecd- 
quitted the ruins of Jhugurh, and ings, than is at pi esent possessed by us, 
marched back to Kcckercttee. it would be presumptuous to offer any 

Notwithstanding this disaster, the opinion, how far it might be prudent to 
proceedings o f Gopaul Sing at this time relax in the prosecution of it j but it is 
and hereafter, appear to have given full impossible to behold the genius and 
employment to three regiments of in- constancy of the adventurer before us, 
fantry, under as many different com- tinctured as it with a‘ degree of hu- 
manders, one regiment of native ca- inanity and magnanimity seldom felt or 
valry, two separate squadrons of horse exercised by a kindred chieftain, with- 
of distinct corps, and a complement of out wishing that some fortunate‘c ; r- 
artillery ; aided by a considerable allied cumstance may present itself which ‘ 
native force : and all of these, with may affoid the means tohimbf coi\j 4 
a zeal, activity, and perseverance, highly filiation with the British government*/* 
creditable to the several commanders, or of averting the last efforts * 
and usually conducive to success, have vengeance. 

directSi their several and conjoint ope- The pence of the presidency of Bom- 
rations against this adventurous chief- bay was not interrupted, in the period' 
y tain, and have at various seasons re- under notice, by any of those 1 'eVfcttfs 
duced liis affairs to so low an ebb, that that too frequently disturb the trail- 
bis utter destruction has not only been quillity ot Asiatic slates; except the 
anticipated, but at different times insurbet Jonary practices of a furious 
announced; when/' with energy and Mahommedan Fanatic at Mandvie, in 
resources, apparently unconquerable the province of d Surat, may be 
and unbounded, he starts up again into reckoned^, of that description. But 
activity and power, ascending and de- these disorderly proceedings* were 

* For an Wfcotinf of the particular operations of the British troops, and of the* move- 
ments of their judicious and intrepid commanders, the reader is rt fi ned to the Bengal 
Occurrences, cat pagfs 9, 10. 61. to 64, and from 70 to IS 1 *. 

4 
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quelled so soon, almost, as they were 
knlwn to Mr, Crow, the chief of the 
province. ‘ / 

ft appears, that the fanatic, who had 
a temporary commotion, and 
lad committed several depredatory 
lets in the territories of the Rajah of 
Vlandvie, was a religious ; a Faquir, 
>f the name of Ubdul ltheman, styl- 
hg himself Mertn Sahib ; and pretend- 
.ng that his mission was foretold in sa- 
ined writ, and his purpose peaceable 
and holy — but which, he pursued, as 
these prophets of peace sometimes do, 
by the means of a violent and unpro- 
voked attack on the subjects of the 
Rajah, putting them and the Rajah 
himself to flight, and his vizier and 
many followers to death. While he 
was practising these outrages, he pro- 
claimed to the deluded numbers, ’ who 
flocked for a while about his person, 
“ that he was a Faquir, sent down from 
the fourth sky^ with four bodies ; 
combining Adam , (on whom be peace!) 
Ess ah, the son of Alarium, Jesus, 
the son of Alary, and Ahmud , (on 
whom be peace !) and they have all 
four come upon one place ; they hav® 
ro guns nor musquets with them, but 
a stick and a handkerchief we with roe— 
be yourself prepared.'* 

The Pseudo prophet not only circu- 
lated this his wild and extraordinary 
xfanifesto among the credulous and 
-:|iangc-lovmg Mahomedans, at that 
time assembled for the celebration of 
the Eric, but had the temerity to for- 
^rd'it to the British chief, calling on 
to embrace the Mahommedan re-' 
to fight, 

'if * otherwise to quit Surat. This, 
and other similar mad antics, were 
pfyyed off lor several days, from the 
lOtli to^ie 18th of January, 18J0, 
durjng wtiich interval, the Faquir took 
up his abode under his alleged sacred 
banner, the stick and the handkerchief, 
ha It he penetralia of a mosque at 
Boodhan, about ten Coss on the oppo- 
site side of the river* from Surat $ whi- 
ther he had enticed a number df Ara- 
bian divots, and had drawn to him 
many mus^ulmans, either from incon- 
stancy or a worse motive, from the 
last-mentioned city, and other border- 
ing towns ; where great consternation 


for some time prevailed among the 
Hindoo inhabitants, from the wanton 
acts, of the Mabomedans, and from 
the threatened fulfilment of the Fa- 
quir’s prophecy. But the consternation 
at length was allayed by measures, that 
usually prove efficacious in silencing' 
the pretensions of impostors and their 
infatuated followers. Mr. Crow, per- 
ceiving thgt the partisans of Ubdul 
Rheman , were increasing daily; and 
that his effrontery increased with his 
ijumbers, determined, about the Jast- 
mentioned date, to call in the aid of 
the military power of the province, to 
stay the progress of the revolt, and 
to chastise the insolence or infatuation 
of the pretended prophet. # A small 
force of cavalry and infantry were or- 
dered on this ^orvice.attended by some 
civil officers of the Rajah of Mandvie , 
among whom was the Vakeel of the 
Rajah. The, latter having accompa- 
nied the military to the river near 
Boodhan , was the first to ford it, with 
the intent of addressing the Faquir, “and 
persuading him to surrender himself 
to a force, which he had not the means 
of resisting ; and where an ineffectual 
resistance might plunge himself and 
followers in irretrievable ruin. While 
engaged in this friendly office, the 
Vakeel and his attendants were beset 
and butchered by the fanatic and fran- 
tic adherents of the Faquir. This 
brought on a furious engagement be- 
tween the troops and the rabble, as* 
sembled under the colours of the im- 
postor, which continued for some time, 
and w as encouraged by all the arts re- 
sorted to in such enterprizes, by reli- 
gious hymns and incantations, which 
were sung with deafen ingdin, stimulat- 
ed by a rating bigot, and maddened by 
intoxicating diugsj but the resistance, 
after raging for a while, and producing 
a partial but temporary mischief, gave 
way. in the regular bourse of things, 
to the steady courage; and discipliwCd 
efforts of the organized troops; who 
pul an end to the mad enterprise, by 
the dispersion of the populace, and 
the death of their deluded leader. 
More than two hundred werel&ft dead 
on tire field, but of these only three 
belonged to the British party.* 

Captain Cunningham, who had 



46 


ASIATIC ANNUAL 


charge of the troops, followed the in- 
surgents, that had escaped, to Mamlvie, 
where they served as a reinforcement 
to a party of Arabs, who had origi- 
ginally possessed themselves of that 
town. Immediate care was taken to 
surround the place, until a suflicient 
force should arrive for the assault of the 
works 5 but which were surrendered 
on the 22d, and peace again restored 
in the Rajah’s capital. Ihe end of 
this commotion might not, perhaps, 
have been so tragical, if more timely 
means had been adopted for its sup- 
pression. The sword, the last res, rt 
of regular warfare, should often, we 
will not say always, be the first in in- 
surrectionary tumults. Prompt, though 
severe measures, are more merciful 
often in their issue, than temporising, 
irresolute proceedings, winch afford a 
sort of parley, in a case that seems to 
demand an instantaneous decision. 

Though no integral part of the ter- 
ritory or dependencies of Bombay, was 
threatened by civil discord, or warlike 
attack, yet the m'litary force of this 
presidency was employed in effecting 
an object very materially connected 
with its internal interests. 

But the military operations on this 
side of India, must be viewed, not as 
directed or goxerned by any new 
events, but as a continuation, cr rather 
conclusion of an enterprise, that had 
been began, and had been in a state of 
prosecution, within the preceding year. 

In the last volume of the Register, 
the reader was presented with an ac- 
count of the proceedings of a conside- 
rable raiiitaiy and naval armament, 
lined out at Bombay against the Jow- 
assimee pirates in the Persian gulph ; 
which, under the several commands of 
lieutenant-colonels Walker and Smith, 
and of captain U'aimvi ight, of the 
Chtffbnne, bad gained several advan- 
tages over these daring marauders.* 
exped^lon was pursued, in all its 
-operation^ to the capture ot Rhus ul 
Kiiyma,^i\d was left in the pursuit of 
ret#ai tiing objects of the equip- 
$0$-- It is now our purpose to fol- 
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low it, through the other stages of its 
progress, to the reduction of the desle- 
rate predatory hordes, stretched aityig 
the gulph, and to the. restoration irgo. 
far as it may be practicable, of 
towns and possessions on the Arabian 
coast, lately arrested from the hands of 
our ally the Imaum of Muscat. 

Immediately on the fall of Rus ul 
Khipna , the expedition proceeded 
Ling a, whfcre it succeeded, without 
any opposition, jn destroying several 
of the*dows .and boats, and thence 
sailed to the port of Luft, on the north 
side of the isle of Khis?na, where it 
arrived towaidsthe end of November,, 
and where, it was expected, it would 
effect its purposes, as in the latter in* 
stance, by peaceable means. This ex- 
pectation seemed to be confirmed by 
the receipt of a message from the chief 
Moola Hussein , which was sent on 
board his majesty's ship Cbiffonne, at 
the moment of her anchoring off the 
town : this was accompanied by a pro- 
posal for the surrender of all the \es* 
sols attached to the port at an appoint- 
ed hour. But when the time approach- 
ed for the surrender, ic seemed, that 
the piratical chief had changed his 
mind, and had ranged and disposed his 
tlows and boats in such a manner, as to 
indicate an intention to defend them 
with all his force. Arrangements w’ere 
therefore immediately made to obtain, 
by compulsory means, what was hrjL 
promised, but ultimately To; 

amicable solicitation. On ’fflEksorn- 
ing succeeding the message JHWpl tv4of 
300 men were -landed fiorn^PF s t|jvii >> i 
ping, with suitable artillery, whkcfifrg'* 
possession of the town, and dcstroyqft/ 
the whole of the piratical flotilla, eleven 
in number, and proceeded to the 
sault of the fort; which was defended 
for some time with determined J>ra- 
very. * But the smartness of tl# fite 
of the Fairy brig, and the gun boats, 
which approached, notwithstanding* 
ihe.sballows, near to the walls of the 
fortress, powerfully seconding the ef- ‘ 
forts of the artillery on shore, the fort 
was delivered up, after an obsifaate rc~ 


Vide page 13 ; ct infra, vol. xl 
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sistance by Moola Hussain , together midable a position, and defended by 
w/th the plundered property from the too numerous a garrison, to warrant 
liriaum. On the fallowing day, these any other conclusion, but that it would 
wffire given into the hands of their be maintained to the last extremity : 
jtjjbtful owner, through his deputy, the refusal of the summons by the gar- 
Sheik Lervish, the . head of a tribe rison was therefore a matter of no 


of Arabs* 

The troops employed consisted prin- 
cipally of his majesty’s 47th and 65th 
regiments, and the royal marines, aid- 
ed by a number of seameh*from the 
Chiffonne . The advantage was not 
obtained without a vei »y considerable 
loss*— the killed amounting to ten, and 
the wounded to fifty-six. Among the 
former was lieutenant Weld, of his 
majesty’s 4 ?th regiment, and the latter, 
lieutenant S. R . Warren , of his ma- 
jesty’s () 5 th } Mr. Hay , midshipman 
of the Mornington, and Mr. Grey , of 
theTernatc. The loss on the p n’t of 
the enemy was between seventy and 
eighty men. 

The chief, from the gallantry, per- 
haps, of his conduct, was permitted 
to retire in safety. 

The next operation of this gallant 
and persevering little squad ion, was 
more important in its preparation, it# 
object, and its consequences, though 
it were impossible to be more fortu- 
nate in its immediate issue, than the 
preceding service. This was directed, 
not by the British force alpne, but in 
conjunction with a large body of the 
Jmaum's troops, against the rtrong and 
well-known fort of Schecnaass. TI19 
irresistible ardour of the British troops 
AcMk bulled, at length* something like 
Jfbjmilar fire in the cooler bosom of 
ally ; who now no longer question- 
- or doubting, from the evidence of 
many successive victories, that valour 
rf^id discipline may supply the place of 
numerical strength, cheerfully lent the 
asystance of 4000 men, for the ac- 
complishment of this, the apparently 
ultimate object of the armament. 
‘•The allied forces, naval as well as 
military, being duly equipped, at 
Muscat , departed *00 the expedition 
towards the end of the month *jf De- 
cembet, and, by the commencement of 
the ensuing month, had arrived otf 
Scheenaas, and summoned; the tort to 
surrender. It was too strong and for* 


surprise. 

On the first approach of the squa^- • 
dron, it was perceived, that the situa- 
tion of the fort was not favourable to 
an attack ny sea 5 several shots having 
been ineffectually aimed at the out- 
works of the fortress, which either 
fell short of their mark, or with lan- 
guid impression on the walls. It was 
thereupon resolved, that the whole of 
the military force attached to the expe- 
dition, should be landed on the beach 
to the south of the town, which being 
disembarked qp the morning of the 
2d of January, took up a strong posi- 
tion behind a narrow cieek, running 
parallel to one of the sides of the 
fort. Several pieces of artillery were 
sent across the creek, in front of the 
position, by lieutenant-colonel Smith, 
with the intent of advancing ^gainst 
the southern side of the fort, without 
any regular approaches 5 but the alert- 
ness of the enemy in that quarter 
discountenanced an irregular attack, 
and led to the recall 1 of the officers 
and party in charge of the artillery. 

Colonel Smith now entrenched him- 
self in his first position, and placed a 
train of field pieces, opposite to the 
sea -face of the fort. The battery 
opened a very heavy fire on the fol- 
lowing morning at day-break, and be- 
fore ten o’clock the* same morning, 
such wqj'the operative effect oi the 
British artillery, a practicable breach 
was made in the curtain, with the de- 
struction of one of the towers of the 
fort. The guns were levelled against 
the remaining towers, and, though in- 
cessantly plied, did not force the enemy 
from these strong and well- defended 
holds, which he seemed determined 
on maintaining to the last extremity, 
and giving a specimen of the resistance 
to be expected by his present, vigorous 
exertions. 

By two o’clock in the afternoon, 
the* storming party, consisting of a 
large proportion of British 
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aad four hundred of the Imaum's cease, to give theobstinafe* but cuura- 
truups, moved forward, for the pur- geous enemya last opportunity of sal* 
pose of entering i he tort by the hi each ; ing binweif fot a more availing .puH 
in which service ihe allied forc e, either pose, if he should at length be indue#" 
from some -error in the conception of (o profit by the repeated kindness of 
the onli-rs given to it, or by an an- honourable adversary. When one 
governable aidour in the cause, endea- ni^ owning at length that confidence, 
voured to outstrip then* competitors, in the KnglUh chaiacter, which it is 


the British, in arriving lust at the 
mouth of the breach j but' the latter 
perceiving their design, and icsolving 
not to be outdone in valour or in zeal, 
rushed forward at the same moment, 
and actually raced for the possession of* 
the post of honour, rv.: pressed so 
closely on the heel, u* the allies, as 
to threaten in the conk'll, the order of 
the assault. The confusion, however, 
was but momentary $ when the seve- 
ral descriptions of trooped i reeled their 
muted efforts against the enemy, who, 
deserting generally, the wotks of the 
fortress, which lay every where in 
mins, had retired to the yet standing, 
but pottering towers j where he had 
brought himself to ; he desperate reso- 
lution of making his ultimate stand. 
With the exception of these towers, 
tw o in number, the British and Imau- 
mecs were in complete possession 
of the fort, and were now using all 
their efforts, to the single object of 
their seduction. Several attempts 
were made, but in vain, to scale them ; 
every access being stiongly barrica- 
doed, and defended with spears, and 
every sort of adverse missile. Many 
times the party within was ineffectu- 
ally, though warmly and vehemently 
.requested to accept of terms. But 
the enemy still held out, and seemed 

■ -determined to bury himself* within 

■ his wails j which now fell fast about 
him, under the heavy fire of two 
twelve-pounders, and several smaller 
pieces of artillery, which were brought 
to bear' upon the towers, The hand 
grenades and fine balls, which wore 
thrown at intervals on the besieged, 
were ffeumerV with deliberate, reso- 

Jftlioq, before they could explode, on 
Jln e heads of the besiegers, with a 
SHlcrted and opposite effect. The 
towers, '• at this time, seemed to be 
every where giving way, when the 
* of the artillery was ordered to 


calculated, by its fixed and undevjiuing 
tenor, to inspire, accepted tjhe clemency 
of his victor; and, filler gonie entreaty, 
provid ed in edteiting a similar senti- 
ment in Jiis rekactamly- believing and! 
mistaken fellow-soldiery The persua- 
sion of these deluded men to receive 
the preferred mercy, was rendered 
more difficult from the* circumstance 
of the animosity that subsisted beiweeti^ 
them and the imaumees, which would 
hardly allow the first to believe it was 
possible that clemency could connect 
itself with any action, in which the 
latter should bear a part. They would 
not appear to have miscalculated the 
temper to be expected from one of the 
allies, in the hour of their success, if 
trust had been reposed in their separate 
engagement, since it was gparcely prac- 
cjble to restrain them, notwithstanding 
the conditions, offered and accepted, 
from the massacre of the subdued and 
protected enemy. The unceasing ex- 
ertions of colonel Smith, and the 
gallant officers immediately under his 
command, were happily availing, butj 
not without severe trial, to fulfil the, 
literal terms of the surrender, and to* 
give a signal proof, equally instructive, 
it may be hoped, in its tendency* zP* 
profitable in the application, toward^ 
the victors and the vanquished, d 
success is (o be improved by -grade* 
and how courage h enhanced bjjjtercy, . 

The loss of the English Jlp|hbt? 
allies, in this desperate iittackffifw npt 
exceed one killed and eleven bounded. 
Among the latter, were lieutenant# 
W, C. 'Harvey and If, Taylor, of his 
majesty’s 63th regiment. The los$ of<* 
the enemy amounted to 400. - 

Alter the success just noticed, the 
expedition proceeded against the other 
ports in the gulph, where H the pirate# 
themselves spared the British troop# 
the troubled contest, by setting fire 
to the numerous craft within their 



harbours, berngsntisfied of the use- concluded within the apace of a few 
Je?^n||^of refiistance aga!ftst a power successive months. *\ ' 

'uni Ironftidabfe, abd ko universally sue- Without any clue to guide us to 
cc^fbL the special political reasons that 

the breatcinjg up of the de- governed the appointments in quea- 
tacbmeflt, the commandant of tire e*- lion, we have to notice three sfeve- 
pedition, lieotehaot-eolonel Smith, ex- ral and distinct missions to Persia, 
pressed his public thank* to the troops and the determination of two of them/ 
•who had served under him with so without any great public consequence, 
much advantage to their country, and or any observable result, except as it pri- 
such honour to themselves,- fn which vately relates to the respectable indi- 
he panegyrises, as happijp as justly, viduals wlio were severally at the 
their late display of Humanity, in h^d of them. 

equally glowing and gratifying terms The first of these was conducted by 
with their general discipline and valor. Sit Harford Jones, as the represen* 
•The several governments of Bengal tative of the crown, which had in cun- 
and Bombay afterwards re-echo, in tempkmon the establishment of a - 
general orders * these the particular closer and more regular intercourse* 
and well-earned praises of ' the im- than had previously subsisted between 
mediate commandant, and lament the the Courts of.it. James’s and lspa- 
loss, which his inajest) 's arms had ex- han, and which seems to have beep 
perienced, during this arduous and dif- promoted generally, with a view of 
ficult enterprise, in the individual ser- completing the destruction of the 
vices of captain Dansey, of his ma- French influence, which* was supposed 
jesty’s 65\U, and lieutenant Weld, of to have had an ascendancy for some 
the d/th regiments. time in the politics of the latter court ; 

These arc the only transactions, par- the road to which had been cleared by 
taking of a military character, that a prior embassy from India. So much 
lange themselves within the compass • had been effected towards, the end 
of our immediate enquiry, as affecting of Sir Harford Jones’s- mission by 
the Peninsula: but these are neither the latter embassy, or in producing a 
of importance enough in themselves, disposition in the Persian court, favor- 
nor of interest in relation toothers, able to the entertainment or receptiop 
so as to demand any particular obser- of it, that an accredited minister 
vation. They leave, at their conclu- had been sent from Persia, with cor- 
sign, the same boundaries to, and the responding view£ and powers, and who 
^wloie ties and obligations on our was actually prosecuting them, with 
Indian 'empire, as existed at the com- suitable energy in London, while the 
iqeftcgment of them. British minister was urging the same 

*^1^ political events, in the like period, objects at Ispahan. With these 
not numerous, nor immediately mutual inclinations and designs, it 
F stfrlsing, may yet be productive in could not, it should seem, requiro* 
their tendency of important conse- either time or address, to bring the 
quinces. It is in the nature of these different commissions to a happy ter- 
contradiy^ngujsh'ed frotp military ope- mi nation. During a few months resi- 
ratiqps, to^wprk silently and imper- deuce at the Persian court. Sit H * 
cepnibly to their ends, Little, indeed, Jones achieved, as we perceive by a - 
is ever known of Indian* or, perhaps, public testimony of the gentlemen 
rtY any other diplomacy, bin what is attached to his mission, all the me^- 
discoverable m its effects. ^ sure* submitted to his charge, hav- 

The most remarkable transactors mg executed them, as we are told on 
that, present themselves uode^ ^bis the same authority, with signal suc- 
head, ate the different embassies that cesssf 

appear to have been appointed and The minister plenipotentiary* of his 

• * Vide Bombay Occurrence?, par?c IS7-&, ,'»v , t Vide Letters, p, 

' Vol„ 12. 
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Majesty, was joined by an envoy of 
the hon. East India Company, in the 
person of brigadier-general Malcolm , 
who had before filled several diplo- 
matic offices, and among others, the 
same distinguished situation, with 
which be was now honored a second 
time. He was therefore the fittest 
personage that could have been named 
for concluding the arrangements, the 
foundations of which he had most 
happily laid. 

If the splendour of representation, 
or of appointment, be not so striking 
in the instance of this officer, as of 
ins immediate colleague ; his ac- 
knowledged personal claims and talents 
may moie than counterpoise the want 
of distinction and honor in the souice 
from which his authorities originate. 
As to the individual, who is employed 
in the promotion of the service or 
glory of his country, he cannot be 
supposed to be in any material degree 
a (IV c ted in the prosecution of his em- 
ployment, by any sense or sentiment 
of inferiority in rank, so that his 
powers be not thereby diminished or 
embarrassed in the execution of it. 
But it may admit of same question, 
as a matter of policy, whether the 
circumstance may not induce some 
impediments in the parties, with whom 
he has to negotiate : it may be also 
worth consideration, how far it may be 
prudent to employ different descrip- 
tions of political agents, for conducting 
the public relations of the same coun- 
try,— when such agents appear to be 
acting in the strange character of repre- 
senting distinct and seeaiingly discor- 
dant interests, or such as cannot well 
be reconciled to the ordinary notions 
of governments, which admit not, in 
their constitution, of similar establish* 
meats and practices. In -the direct 
communion hitherto of British India 
with the contiguous foreign states, 
th$ medium of communication has 
lx en generally the East IndiaCompany, 
a course that has been productive of 
more unity of action, than is in future 
to be expected from a mixed agency. 
Besides the jealousies that may possi- 
bly arise hereafter between the national 
and the company’s representatives, in 
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moving and securing their individual 
objects, if not their separate interests • 
we may chance to see in the further * 
prosecution of this complex course of 
diplomacy, the want of respect ipvtfia. 
Asiatic courts for the local power of 
the company, that may be trans- ‘ 
ferred, or affected to be transferred, 
as convenience may serve, tothedisr /■ 
taut and controuling state, which may 
be approached and wearied in every 
intervenient ^difficulty, not only as the 
mediatrix, but as a sort of appellate 
power, over the nominally local sove- 
reigns. The confusion, that such a 
system is calculated to create, requires 
only to be mentioned. — But to return 
to general Malcolm. 

This gentleman left Bombay, in his 
progress to the Persian capital, early 
in the month of January, 1810, and 
arrived without any memorable cir- 
cumstance, at the place of his mission. 
But two gentlemen of his suite, capt. 
Grant , and cornet Fathering ham, who 
pursued a different route, experienced 
a melancholy event on the way, which 
if it had not been capable ot a clear 
tand satisfactory explanation, might 
have greatly impeded the end of the 
embassy, * 

These gentlemen quitted the gene- 
ral, it seems, at Bagdad, in the month 
of March, with the intent of travel- 
ling to the Persian capital, by the route 
of the Beni Sam country, and over 
the chain of mountains, forming 
natural barrier. They were Accom- 
panied by a guide, who undertook* Jo 
direct them on their way, and wlvt 
conducted them with seeming filleli^, *• 
for two or three days journey, until ‘ 
they came to the village of Mun*i 
dalihe , where be is said to have be* 
frayed them to Kulb Mi Khani a 
freebooter, belonging to a * Persian 
tribe, that had for years infested the 
Turkish frontier. Th|ft unfeeling ma- 
rauder, under the jfjew of civility*/ 
came np to the tavcllers at the vil- 
lage just named** and invited the 
unfortunate officers to his camp, whi- 
ther they unsuspectingly accompanied 
him, but which they had scarcely 
entered, when the Khan’s followers 
treacherously levelled h shot at capt. 
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Gtant, which inflicted a mortal wound. 
Mr. JF btAeringham and the i est of the 
' party were then instantly seized, and 
b^ng bound together, were, after the 
raost insulting and barbarous usage, 
.shot one by one, by the Khan’s own 
hand, in unsparing, unrelenting, and 
unprovoked cruelty.* All knowledge 
t* i his foul and disgraceful act, was 
-ttot only disowned by the P<ir§ian court, 
but every practicable means were 
employed by it, for Jnsuring the 
punishment of the atrocious perpetra- 
tor of it. 

The motive to the mission of gene- 
*’ra) Malcolm, would appear to have 
been temporary and special, from his 
very limited residence at the Persian 
court ; for w£ observe him quitting the 
kingdom, and apparently in due course, 
at the end of the month of July, 
although invited most cordially by the 
king and the prince, to prolong his visit, 
and to receive the chief command of 
the Persian army in its campaign 
against the Russians. But this invi- 
tation, so flattering in its circum- 
stances, and more especially to a mili- 
tary mind, the general did not con- # 
aider himself at liberty to accept. The 
Persian monarch, did not, however, 
suffer him to depart, so favourable the 
impression of his demeanour during 
this and the preceding embassy, with- 
out conferring on him a distinction 
U^w and honourable in itself, and most 
•grateful in the manner of confer- 
ring it. The king created for the 
purpose, a new order of knighthood, 
^heJnipgnia of which is an irradiated 
beating, within the centre, a 
representation of the lion and the sun ; 
which new badge of distinction his 
Majesty presented with his own hand, 
wirt* the^rongest expressions of favor 
and* regard, and accompanied with a 
firman* appointing him an heredi- 
tary Khan, or noble of the empire. 
-Though these honors, so ^offered, gnd 
accepted, may in a great measure h*tve 
been promoted by the personal merits 
of frlie general ; yet they cantfbf be 
contemplated, when acquired, without 

* For tbc particulars of tliib wanton mnu 


reflecting a certain part of their splen- 
dour on the nation, to which the indi- 
vidual belongs, and this would be the 
more felt, as the occurrence should 
be the more singular and maiked. 
During the momentary favour of the 
French, in their late extraordinary ap- 
plications and pursuits at the Persian 
court, it would seem, that they had 
not, with all the arts and means of di- 
plomacy, for which they are so gene- 
rally gifted and famous, and with 
^hich they were so extravagantly fur- 
nished on this particular occasion, the 
good fortune to maintain the same out- 
ward forms of respect, or to acquire 
any private matks of distinction or ho- 
nour. 

This difference of estimation, fiom 
whatsoever re^n it might flow, whe- 
ther from the peculiar policy dictated* 
to the mission, or from the merits of 
the personal conduct of the negotia- 
tors themselves, is the principal result 
from the embassies which we have 
noticed. 

General Malcolm had scarcely quit- 
ted the Persian confines, before a third 
ambassador, Sir. G. Ousely, was pres- 
sing towards them, armed withal l the 
authority of a royal commission, and ail 
the pomp and show of a minister ple- 
nipotentiary. 

Sir Gore arrived at Bombay in the 
Lion man of war, which had been 
equipped for the occasion, in the man ill 
of January, 1811, accompanied by 
Mirza Ahtil Hass an, the late ambas- 
sador from the court of Persia, to 
whom allusion has been before made. 
These illustrious strangers were re- 
ceived and entertained with the cus- 
tomary honors, and after having expe- 
rienced the refreshments and hospi- 
talities of the island, again embarked 
on his Majesty's ship, in the begin- 
ning of February, and proceeded to 
their destination. 

The appointment of Sir G. Ov$e 
in succession to, or more prop^W ' , 
speaking, in snpercession of 
Jones , would 1 se nn to indicate the 

•tendon of the British government to 

trr, set Bvinbay Occurrences, at p. 13S 
*£ 2 • 
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keep a permanent ambassador at the 
Persian court, or at least to retain a 
public functionary in that kingdom, so 
long as the views of the French may 
be directed to ft, as the means of in- 
troducing their armies to the east. But 
if this were the policy of our minis- 
ters, there is no apparent need that 
the envoy should be commissioned by 
the crown j since his compi unications 
respecting the proceedings of the 
Court to which ho is sent, might as 
well be made, and pethaps more con- 
veniently, by a minister of the East 
India company : and the change in the 
quality of the agency, may be produc- 
tive, as already explained, of some mis- 
understanding and inconvenience. Be 
this as it may, the very pains that have 
been so eminently diccpveiable in the 
* different measures pursued for the con- 
ciliation of the Persian court, can 
hardly have failed to laise in it some 
new idea of hs importance; which it 
may not be very wise, in the first in- 
stance, to excite, or convenient, ulti- 
mately, to favor. 

Or, pei hips, however flattered by 
the attentions, which have been enu- 
merated, it may possibly impute them, 
it not to its own consequence, to our 
own seemingly admitted want of it, in 
that quartet of the world j an impres- 
sion that might be the more natural, 
horn the view of the repeated embas- 
sies to another power in the neighbour- 
hood, which our Indian statesmen 
have been soliciting, and concilia: ing 
scarcely with a Jess degree of perse- 
verance, than exhibited towards the 
Persian court itself. Our readers will 
perceive that we have under our con- 
templation the different missions to 
Cabul — the abrupt issue of the latter 
of which it is now the place to notice. 

The intestine commotions that had 
for some time shaken that unhappy 
kingdom, and disturbed all its relations 
vdiji other states, were mentioned in 
^^Pastyblunte ^ and from the latest 
received from that country, 
appear to have since abated, or 
Wken such a turn, as to encourage 
fbreigfi governments in forming fresh, 
or continuing the former affiances with 
it. Thtf deposed sovereign Shnja ul 


Math, after having made one or two 
ineffectual struggles for regaining hi* 
lost dignity, has been wandering from 
place to place, without any fixed resi- 
dence, in the frontier states ; waifiug 
a precarious opening, which ha* not , 
yet occurred, for the recovery of his 
throne. He seems not to have energy * 
of character sufficient for the restituo ^ 
tion of his dignities by force, nor thfc 
policy to* effect his purpose by more 
indirect medns, by engaging others 
heartily in the 1 prosecution cf his cause, 
but has ; contented himself with rear 
ing, but ever shifting, a standard of 
invitation to the royalists, who have a* 
yet thronged ,not to his colours in any 
numbers, nr displayed any uncommon 
loyalty to the restoration of his fotloio 
affairs. This deserted state of the 
sovereign, infer! ing not any great per- 
sonal reverence in his subjects, nor any 
probability of successful exertions in 
his nvor, must be supposed to confirm, 
day by day. the power of the usurper. 
Th. is, however, was not yet so stable, 
as to permit, if such an intention could 
huve been indulged, the proceeding of 
wan embassy to the actual king of Cabul , 
which had originally set out from Cal- 
cutta with accredited powers to his 
rightful predecessor. The gentlemen, 
charged with the mission, passively sub- 
mitting, like the dethroned sovereign, 
and leaving matters to chance, rather 
than exertion, or irresolute as to the 
party who^e pretensions they shofild 
favor, waited at a distant post on the 
frontiers, for several monjfc$> in expec- 
tation of the coming of $btter days, <J, r 
the tardy resolves of their superiors;/ 
and weie at length recalled within tjte 
company’s provinces, by an order of 
the supreme government ^leaving the 
late unfortunate ally to Ins, fate, -and 
hi! daring and unprincipleusucccssor 
to the uninterrupted enjoyment of* his 
fortune. How far this wavering and 
suspicious proceeding may operath 
towards forwarding our interests or al- 
liances, there wofold seem no necessity 
for enquiring. 

Such were the direct efforts of th$ 
European and Indian governments, for 
sustaining and securing the tranquillity 
of our Asiatic possessions, ami of iosur- 
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ing the happiness of their inhabitants, 
through the enviable medium of peace. 
Unt the measures of the Indian govern- 
ments, operative to the same great end, 
do not seem to have been bounded by 
Uiese diplomatic efforts. At every one 
of the presidencies, an attempt has 
'been made, as the public occurrences 
t^note, and which we have peculiar 
pleasure in remarking, to favor and en- 
courage peaceful and useful arts. 

Bengal, which takes the lead, not 
in courtesy of station, or ranC, but 
in activity of zeal on every occasion of 
improvement, exhibits in the present 
year the same energy that she has 
fc $h ewn m preceding seasons, towards 
the advancement of science and know- 
ledge, whence spring the first blessings 
of good government, and all the deriva- 
tive comforts and conveniences of life. 

It is impossible to lead the visi- 
torial address of Lord Minlo from the 
chair of the college of Calcutta, with- 
out delight and ptidc — wilhout the 
most animated pleasure at the informa- 
tion it conveys of the enlargement of 
the field of what we know of the sur- 
tounding people, and of the aid which 
it consequently affords for contributing 
to their happiness and welfare, nor 
without the most rational vanity, not 
from the employment only of the ri- 
sing talent of the state in pursuits so 
laudable, but in the successful appli- 
cation of, and the mastery of such 
Silent, in .provinces of literature, where 
the fopt of the learned had hitherto 
ieared to tread. Nor is it possible to 
iqftncss ’this triumph, without admir- 
Sng^tiie honest arts of the noble per- 
sonage in the chair, in drawing forth 
thepnergy of youthful genius — of sti- 
mulating it, in its lurking-place, or in 
reproving*'(the least giatefuj, but per- 
hapS'thc most necessary task) the indo- 
lence or*sullenne 3 s that may chance to 
degress its a c niring, or warp its natural 
course. And not less is our admiration 
excited by this, than aiy former display 
ot eloquence, seemingly inexhaus£b]e 
"'* A *^hsTitorq, with which the monitions 


of the chair are so happily enforced* 
acting in the two-fold quality of pre- 
cept and example, as the moral lesson, 
and the excellence which it inculcates, 
and holds up to imitation. 

The college, under the happy aus- 
pices of the noble visitor, has produced, 
within a few months, what in the un- 
patronized time of Asiatic learning, 
would have been the labour of a succes- 
sion of years. In a very limited space, 
many most useful and interesting 
wfcrks have been published, in several, 
branches of science, as well as of gene- 
ral literature, (which it would be super- 
fluous to enumerate,*) in almost every 
living tongue of the nations that com- 
municate with India, and in languages 
that have long ceased to be in use, and 
in which had*£een locked up, (the 
treasures of which are now thrown 
open,) the wisdom of ages. 

There is no desideratum in eastern 
literature, but that might be hence- 
forth gratified by the continuation of 
the same efforts to the same ends. And 
are they not to be continued? There 
# is, alas ! a suggestion, a sort of melan- 
choly presage in the address of Lord 
Min to, that would seem to throw a 
sort of chill on the anticipation of the 
success of future years, from a dread, 
that a part of the patronage which 
seems to have led to it, may, in an evil 
hour, be withdrawn, or transferred to 
another and distant 6eat of learning ; 
where its influence would be partial, 
and its effects of limited and doubt- 
ful good. 

To check with a profane touch this 
seemingly hallowed institution, which 
may atone, in its effects, for even 
greater errors than are imputed to the 
early conquerors of India, would be a 
kind of sacrilege, that should shame 
any other days than those of darkness 
and barbarism. There might have 
been in the fust establishment of the 
college, something, perhaps, of seem- 
ing profusion in the endowment, a 
munificence* however, which we are 
not disposed to question, that might 


* Vide the address of lord Niitto, in the Miscellany of this volume, to which the reader 
reteired, who has arty fondness for Asiatic learning, <n for the polity of fivlc, 

improved by classical taste. From this he will alvi learn the advance of the college in tl o 
'Moflcrs which it professes to cultivate anil protect.* 
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not have been properly appreciated by 
the immediate directors of the compa- 
ny’s affairs, and therefore not even- 
tually approved But the establishment 
has been since reduced to the scale of 
their own more limited notions, or 
supposed resouices. and which may 
have tended to the lateness of the hai- 
vest, but a productive harvest, which 
is now reaping. Let them not medi- 
tate on hewing down the tree, at the 
season, when it is just producing fruit, 
or attempt to transplant it to a soil a&l 
climate uncongenial to its nature, and 
unfavorable to its growth : where the 
success of the experiment, however 
complete, cannot increase the produce, 
and where the failure of it would destroy 
the stock. It would*j>e lamentable, 
indeed, that all the beneficent care and 
attention of the first ; and the zealous 
co-operative and protective services of 
the second founder, should be then 
defeated, when their labours were over- 
coming in the ripened result of their 
application, the original difficulties of 
the project, and the prejudices that op- 
posed its progress. , 

In the pursuit of these the remote 
objects of public benefit, the governor- 
general did not overlook advantages 
capable of immediate realization. He 
found leisure amidst the hurry and bus- 
tle of war, not only to tread the quiet 
walk of literature, but to restore, if 
not to introduce, plenty to the plains, 
and enlivening commerce to the towns 
of an extensive province, by opening 
the sources of a canal celebrated in 
history, (the Nehur Beheisht) which 
had been closed for more than a cen- 
tury, though it had been wont to scat- 
ter fruitfulness over a barren waste, to 
add to the population along its banks, 
and to lessen the cares and labours of 
the societies, to whose numbers it con- 
tributed. What must have been the 
flplicy, that iould have suffered these 
numerous blessings to sleep for so long 

* ies of years ? And what the sen- 
tit pf the benevolent mind, that is 
permitted to restore them to activity 
aff d l W 'e ? 

A new establishment was founded 
at Madras, which, though it looked 
not to the same grand purposes with 


4 

the institution immediately mentioned, 
is yet laudable in its design, as it ebr* . * 
templates a most useful and humane 
object, in the care and treatment of 
a noble and generous animal, emi- 
nently serviceable to the convenience ' 
of man, and employed and associ- - 
ated, as it were, with him, as a prity- /. 
cipal means, in fhis country, anti 
almost eVery where else, of advancing 
his political interests. This institu- 
tion, denominated the veterinary esta- 
blishment, is described as originating 
in a partial view, and to be directed 
more particularly to the medical treat* 
ment of the horses, atuched to the 
cavalry of the presidency ; but, how- - 
ever narrowed its original aspect, it 
would seem to tend, and we have plea- 
sure in anticipating it, to more large 
and beneficial effects. Nor will we 
withhold from the founder of the esta- 
blishment, the praise which it is even- 
tually calculated to insure, under a 
suggestion that his views have been 
confined to the immediate care of the 
cavalry ; since it would seem almost 
impossible from the very constitution 
ns well as extent of the establishment, 
that its benefits will be restrained 
within a limited circle, or prevented 
from spreading all around. The foun- 
dation consists of forty-eight youths, 
to be instructed by a regular surgeon, 
in the anatomy of the horse, the acci- 
dents and diseases to which he isliable^ 
and their proper cures. This, like 
every other military department, has 
been prudently put under the control 
and patronage of the commande&riA- 1 * 
chief. This is the first attempt, we 
believe, at the introduction of the 
knowledge of the medical treatment 
of animals into India, and we sincerely 
hope that it may bepursuda with the 
same zeal and success, that; has attended 
similar institutions, humanely esta- 
blished of late years in the mother 
country, and most liberally and honor- 
ary encoafeged.* 

The late improvements of Bombay 
which we are now about to notice, are 
not of an experimental, but of a 
positive character, and of a higher 
orejer than those of the latter .presi- 
dency/ The island has always been 
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remarkable for the cultivation and 
^advancement of the art of ship-build- 
in^, under the exertion of a peculiar 
"race of men, to whom it was not to , 
be imagined, in the ordinary course of 
•things, that a maritime state, excelling 
in naval .architecture, should look for 
extrinsic aid, or from whom it should 
Isffeclually derive it. But for a long 
^series of years, this curiolft art has 
been left solely in the hands of certain 
families of the Parsees, who haye been 
engaged in the public works of the 
Indian government, as well as in the 
* private service of the community. 

So skilful has been the construction of 
-vessels of various burthen, under the 
superin tendance of these ingenious and 
enterprising men, that it had been for 
some time wished, that the same 
genius might be extended to services 
of national importance, to the building 
of ships of war of the larger class. 
But this desire could not be realised 
without artificial means of forcing 
some facilities to the art, which had 
been but scantily supplied in natural 
scite and position, and which could* 
not be mastered by science within the 
grasp of the mind of these otherwise 
enlightened natives. It demanded the 
superior intellect or attainment of the 
European, to give the last requisite to 
the Par see, for launching on the bosom 
of the ocean, the proudest wonder of 
% art, a well-built ship of the line. 
Docks-, suited to this great purpose, 
were recommended several years ago, 
by admiral Ranier , and were begun, 
’fuqdei' the patronage of the Bombay 
gnfernment, we believe, in the year 
HJ08. Some accident or defect in the 
original plan, or the method of exe- 
cuting it, had nearly defeated the in- 
tent of r tbose who had designed this 
puQlic benefit ; for after considerable 
masses of brick and mortar had been 
•piled together at very great expanse, 
the whole suddenly gave way, and 
•were in an instanttlevelled with Mr: 
ground. The failure was ascribed, at 
nrst, to, the moisture and looseness of 
the soil, which were supposed to for- 
bid 'die execution of the great and 
useful work in contemplation 5 but 
-tins, on a more mature, and more rea- . 


soned examination, did not deter a 
bolder, and eventually a more fortu- 
nate genius, for re-commencing the 
fallen and half-abandoned enterprise. 
These public works were a second 
time attempted on the same spot, and 
on the Same grand scale, by Mr. Coiv - 
per , a military gentleman of the corps 
of engineers, who, by his own unaided 
resources, and by a vigour o' industry 
as well as mind, has overcome and 
restrained opposing and resisting ele- 
ments, and has raised a monument of 
successful art, that may have been 
rivalled, but never yet exceeded. The 
docks constructed by this gentleman, 
are capable of admitting a first-rate 
ship, and have left nothing to be covet- 
ed for carryipg^he art of ship-building 
to any known extent. 

While this stupendous work was in 
prosecution, such was the confidence 
felt in the science and skill of the 
engineer, that a 74 gun ship was laid 
down in the area of one of the docks, 
as it was building, and actually pro- 
ceeded step by step with the progress 
of the work. The settlement, in the 
mean time, had to witness, with 
divided admiration, the course of the 
rival efforts of congenial and relative 
arts, speeding together to their per- 
fection, and bping ready at the same 
time, *to start into usefulness. The 
docks were completed in June, 1810, 
and on the 23d of that month, the 
Alin den, the name of the 74, was 
floated into the stream at high water, 
under the care of its celebrated 
builder,, Jemsetjee Bomangee, the com- 
pany's naval architect of the port, 
who has the singular merit of giving 
the first ship of the line to the British 
navy, constructed out of the limits of 
the mother country. It would seem 
superfluous to enumerate the advan- 
tages that may ensue from these 
increased naval means, which a crowd 
of local circumstances have a tendency 
to improve in so many obvious ways. 

From the admitted superiority of 
the Ttak, for the wear and tear of the 
Indian seas, it may reasonably be 
expected, that the time is not very 
distant, when the vessels of #wqr em- 
ployed here may be constructed of 
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that timber, which every wherfe 
abounds, and in inexhaustible plenty. 
This would be, if prejudice do not 
oppose its occurrence, a most desirable 
event, as the expense of the repair 
of his Majesty's ships, for many years 
back, has been equal in yearly amount 
to the construction and equipment of 
Several ships of the line, though the 
ships which have undergone such 
repairs, have been afterwards little 
fitted for service. For the teak, though 
tiie most durable of nil timber 
itself, is most unsuitable in mixture 
with other woods, its closeness and 
solidity generally fretting and wearing 
out whatever comes in contact with 
if. The strength of tine timber has 
been ascertained by the durability of 
the vessels built witffcr.it; some of 
which have been in employment for 
♦he greater part of a century, the 
oily inherent quality of the wood par- 


* $ - 
ticularly fitting it for the use to which 
it is applied : this feeds and p*v$- , 
serves tne bolts and iron work, while^’ 
the acidity in the oak is known, io 
an equal degree, to corrode and destroy 
them. The durability of these vessels. 
affords aUo a collateral proof of th$ 
ability, if any were wanting, of the " 
persons employe 1 in the constructioij * 
of them.- VV th these concurring' 
favourable circumstances, assisted by 
the testimony of several eminent naval 
personages, of the quality and cha- 
racter of the ships, it would not 
seem an extravagant anticipation, 
that we shall one day observe a fleet/ 
capable of the protection of the _ 
In lian ocean, taming from an Asiatic 
port. Such an event alone would 
make the civil history of the present 
year more distinguishable than any 
recorded in the annaU of rhe Fast. 


CHAPTER IV. 

t 


Proceedings of the court of directors in the consideration of late transactions ut Madras 
— enquiry into the conduct of officers suspended by the order of the 1st of May, 
superceded by the investigation <^* the ca*e of Mr. Petrie, from the necessity of the 
appointment of Sir Samuel Achmuty to a seat in conned — discussions as to the mem- 
ber to be removed— letter from Mr. Dundas proposing Mr. Pctiie’s removal, and sug- 
gesting the reasons fortlie proposed act -debates and ballots ensue — ending in the 
removal of the last-mentioned gentleman — dissent of six directors — replication of the 
chairman and deputy— Mr. Petiic appointed to a icspec table office out of council — ■ 
resumption of the cases of the suspended officers— 1st resolutions thereon. — protcxV,-* 
hags and ballots on the case of lient.-coi. Boles— his conditional restoration to tiJe 
service— progress and result of the proceedings on the other cases — gcjghfl observa- 
tions on the foregoing proceedings— resolution of the court of dlrcctcj^P^r restoring 
certain writers and cadets, who& nominations had been obtained bygim ‘abuse of 
influence— petition of the East India company to Parliament for pecuniary retiefc— 
prayer granted*— appointment of a select committee of the House of Commons to 
gnquire into the company’s finances — their several reports— motions in Parliament for" 
papers relative to Macao, and the disturbances at Madras — notice of an intended 
motion by flfi. Crecvy for the recal of Sir. G. Barlow — motion of Sir Henry Montgo 
fley respecting the rank of the company's officers— conclusion. „ 

THE^feeedings of the Indian govern- demand, in natural order, our next 
went at home, the acts of the court of and separate notice. These are nu- 
- > ■, ^rs/ r and the boa^d of controul, aureus, and important; and render-^ 
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ed peculiarly interesting not only by 
9 tljya extraordinaiy objects involved 
9j0 m\ them, but by the manner in which 
*-4aey have been considered. The 
community know little of the motives 
^or policy of the court of directors in 
general, except as they are to be in- 
ferred from their public acts j but, on 
f|he present occasion, the whole process 
the mind of that hitherto occult 
body is laid open, from the first con- 
ception, through all the intermediate 
stages of se'f deliberation and aggregate 
debate, to ( the final result and judg- 
ment. The curtain of the council 
** chamber has been drawn up, and for 
once the public have been admitted, 
""we will not sav how prudently tor 
the court of directors, or how safely for 
themselves, to a view of the imme- 
diate governors of our eastern posses- 
sions, in the secrecy of their inferior 
consultations, and in the most interest- 
ing act of forming and expressing their 
opinion on circumstances, that had 
plunged a large portion of their Indian 
teiruory into difficulties, from which 
it is not even at this day entirely dis- 
embarrassed. « 

These difficulties were created, qs 
the reader will recollect, by the insub- 
ordination of the Madras army ; and 
the disturbed state of civil society, by 
the supposed impolitic measures of Sir 
George Barlow, which were consider- 
ed somewhat minutely in the last 

* volume of the Register, and which pre- 
sented themselves now, not so much 
iri ilieir own naked merits, as in their 

^application to individuals, to the appro- 

* bfyioa or condemnation of the con- 
jjfonling authorities in this country. 

As we have already expressed our- 
selves without reserve on most of the 
transactions, that are now about to 
pa*s under the review of the court of 
directors, we would wish to abstract 
0 our minds, as much as may be, from 
'the former opinions delivered by us, in 
order that we may take a more dis- 
passionate view <Jf the impressions 
**ijwde by the same transactions* on tl * 
officiaI*organs described. 

The earliest measure, which pressed 
itself on the notice of the court of 
^dirtators, was Sir George Barlows 


order, or rather the effect of it, of the 
1 st of May, suspending, without any 
formal enquiry, several officers of 
yank from the service of the East India 
company. 

The cases of the officers, implicated, 
were, brought summarily forward at 
the end of the year 1800, but from 
accidental circumstances, which will be 
menlioned^hereafter, were superceded 
in the consideration of the court, by a 
graver subject, which undei went 3 
serious and thorough enquiry, and was 
finally determined on before the pi e- 
vious deliberation wan resumed. The 
new subject of discussion was the con- 
duct of Air. Petrie , the second member 
of the government; who had held a 
distinct policy from the governor during 
the memorab^events of the preceding 
year : so that the decision, here, could 
not fail in consequence to mark the 
sentiments of the court of directors on 
tlie conduct of his official opponent. 
We need not therefore, after our imme- 
diate explanation, apologise for giving 
this the foremost plutv in our notice, 
or tor being more minute in our obser- 
vations upon it, than on the general 
cases, which we irny be disposed to 
consider. 

Of Air. Petiie we mav be allowed 
to say, notwithstanding our already 
professed abstraction fom preposses- 
sions, that he was hitherto no less distin- 
guished for his rectitude and amia- 
bility, than for hi4 experience and 
intelligence in Indian affurs,and his ge- 
neral services to the East India company 

The case and conduct of Mr. 4etria 
came before the court of directors 
under a recommendation from the 
board of controul. The origin and 
motive of that recommendation was an 
emergency arising from the immediate 
departure of lieut. -general Sir ‘Samuel 
Auchmuty for Madras, with the ap- 
pointment of commander-in-chief of 
that presidency, coupled with a seat in 
council next to the governor himself, 
and from which his immediate pre- 
decessor in office, general Macdowall, 
had been pointedly excluded, in tho 
inexplicable policy of the court of 
directors. 

In older to make way far this np- 



m AMATIC ANNtJAL RECTOR ’ISKMI. 


pomtment Sir Samuel Auchmuty, 
it was necessary to remove one mem- 
■fcerof the former counc‘1. Hence a 
♦paestion arose, which of the members 
should he sacrificed * 

Mr. Dundas, now Lord Melville, 
.president of the board of controul, in 
calling the attention of the directors to 
the subject, and pressing them to a 
ttecision in an official letter, did not 
hesitate to tell them, that Mr. Petrie , 
having dissented from Sir George Bar- 
bw in many of the most important 
and decisive measures adopted in the 
lecent critical emergencies, seemed to 
be marked as the person on whom the 
exclusion should tall, with a view to 
to the establishment of an union, 
which was so much to be desired, in 
the Madras government Two docu- 
ments received from India, not in the 
Tegular channel of conveyance from 
the company’s government, but de- 
livered by a private hand to the- 
president of the board of controul, were 
inclosed in this letter 3 these purport- 
ed to be a minute, prepared by Sir 
George Barlow in explanation and 
defence of his own measures, and in 
elimination of Mr. Petrie ; and a minute 
of tbc latter gentleman in his own vin- 
dication. Though these papers were 
undoubtedly authentic, there was some 
awkwardness in considering them as 
official, from the manner in which they 
came before the court. It was more- 
over understood that they were sent to 
England, by Sir George Barlow, in a 
clandestine course, by the hands of his 
secretary, then recently arrived Lorn 
India, for the purpose, as it was aftcr- 
•erwards contended, of prepossessing 
the board of controul in Sir George’s 
favour, and making an impression, 
through the authority of that board, 
upon the court of directors, adverse to 
Mr. Petrie, of whose removal Sir 
George in thiff way was the first insti- 
gatpr. * 

Under these circumstances, the for- 
of rnew council for Madras 
canifetto be deliberated and decided 
upoi^it the Last India house, on Tues- 
day, iMS 6<h of April, JblO, when a 
motion was made, that a new commis- 
sion should be issued for the govern* 


ment of Fort St. George, and that the 
following persons appointed be membtr* ^ 
of that government, via. Sir George 
Hilaro Barlow, Bart. K. B. governor, 
lieut. -general Sir Samuel Auchnfluty, 
commander-in-chief, and second in- - 
council. 3 Thomas Oakes, Esq third 3 - 
and James Henry Cassamajor, Escj % . 
fourth in council. Upon this motion, 
which went directly to the exclusion o f 
Mr. Petrie, an amendment was moved, * 
placing that gentleman's name next in 
order after Sir Samuel Auchmuty, 
with that of Mr. Oakeses fourth mem- 
ber of the council, leaving out Mr. , 
Cassamajor, the youngest member of 
the former council. 

After two divisions,on different forms 
of the question, in which the num- 
ber of votes appeared by the ballot to 
be equal, the original motion was ne- 
gatived by calling in the treasurer; 
who, according to the instructions 
given in the company’s charier, drew 
the lot which was to determine in such 
an equality, and that lot was against 
the passing of the motion. Upon this, 
the chairman, Mr. Astell, gave notice 
fhat he would submit the same motion 
again on the Tuesday following; which, 
on being made, a similar amendment 
was moved, as in the first instance, 
with the addition fhat, on the coming 
away, death, or resignation of Sir 
George Barlow, Mr. Petrie should suc- 
ceed him in the government. The 
result of the proceedings of this, day, 
was the passing of the original motion, 
and the consequent removal of Mr. 
Petrie from the seat in council. • T 
The first point worthy of notice $n 
this decision, is the facility with whica 
it was carried, after so even a division 
of the court in two several l&llots 0.1 
the preceding day of conwferation. 

It will be found in the documents upon 
the subject, comprehended in our* state 
papers, that this matter is explained, 
though rather in a curious way , by some 
dinner conversation^with colonel Tay- 
lor j who said, he would have voted for 
Mr.Petrie’s removal, if a question put by 
him to the chair had been answered, 
and by some other proceedings out of 
court, as wed as by a supposed mis- 
take in taking the ballot, from some of 
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the directors potting their balls into a 
/Wferent box from that which they in- 
tended. This latter part of the expla- 
nation is not easily reconcileahle ; for 
them were two divisions in which the 
numbers were equal, and although a 
mistake might have happened once, it 
could n9t easily have occurred twice 
,in immediate succession. Bui here it 
'may be observed, that the idea of put- 
ting any question to the ballot, in so 
small an assembly, is at best of doubt- 
ful wisdom. The object of # ballot is 
in general to enable the voters to give 
a tree vote in secrecy and security ; 
but when a small body of men debate 
„and discuss, and every man’s senti- 
ments are known to his fellow mem- 
bers, to ballot is only to create embar- 
rassment and contusion. We may 
avail ourselves of the same opportunity 
to call in question the good sense of 
the provis.on for recurring to the lot, 
which the treasurer is enjoined to 
draw, in ca>es of an equality of voices ; 
a provision, the absurdity and perverse- 
ness of which is shewn, in this very case 
of Mr. Petrie, the drawing of two lots of 
opposite and,therefore, nugatory efi’ed, 
ou the very first day of the deliberations. 

The object was not, however, ulti- 
mately effected, without an opposition, 
the strength and firmness of which was 
manifested and felt after the question 
had been carried. Six most respectable 
directors* immediately entered a pro- 
test^ stating their dissent from the 
degision of the court, and the reasons 
upon which that dissent was founded. 
Thin protest, and the reasons recited 

it, were considered by the majority, 
,£ind in particular by the leading mem- 
•bers, the chairman and deputy, in so 
ferious a light, that they took the un- 
usual course of replying to it in a for- 
.mal minute. 

Here we feel ourselves called upon 
to notice, and point out a singularity 
which distinguishes the proceedings of 
the court of directors, on the Madras 
questions, from those of ev^ry ether 
'"'‘deliberative body. It is generally un- 
derstood, that where protests are enter- 


ed against any decision, the indulgence 
19 permitted to the minority, for the 
purpose of recording their reasons as 
*n appeal to succeeding judgments, 
and with a view to the justification of 
the dissentients. Km the majority 
having presumptive right on its side, 
has no occasion for any oilier record 
than its vote; and, therefore, ve 
scarcely know of any instance of 
written and recot ded replication 10 
such protests, prior to these extraordi- 
nary proceedings at the India House, 
If the practice should grow into a pre- 
cedent, it must multiply discussions 
without end ; and as the director of 
the East India company, and all their 
officeis, are the very reverse from be- 
ing brief upon paper, we may have to 
look lor an a'wmmulation of manuscript 
debates, sufficient to make reading and 
writing upon the daily subjects of their 
controversies, the whole occupation of 
these managers of the company’s bu- 
siness and trustees of its interests. 

It is not our intention here to go 
into a review, or even an enumeration 
of the reasons adduced on both sides, !n 
the documents connected with the case 
of Mr Petne, and the other cases that 
followed. These papers will be found 
at large in the collection of state papers 
given in this volume; and they will 
present as remarkable a conflict as 
ever was exhibited in contentious de- 
bate, of arguments arising alresh on 
each side, in proportion as they have 
been met and beaten down. A great 
deal of waimth, not unmixed with 
acrimony, is observable in every one 
of the parties ;#nd it must be admitted, 
that decorum is very often infiinged 
in the energy with whith they main- 
tain their respective tenets. It would 
have been well if it had occurred to 
the majority, to compare what passed 
in jheir own council with the spirit 
of the parties in t life minor body, the 
government of Madras ; for, sively, 
Mr. Petrie’s demeanour, and senti- 
ments and language, respecting the 
acts of Sir George Barlow, and of the 
majority, that supported him, never 


* Sir Francis Bu ins;, Kart. Sir Hugh InglU, Bart, anil Messrs. Huddleston, Dpliin 
stone, Pattisuu, and Uanuciinau. • 
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were so hostile or so disrespectful as 
thosv ui the minority of the court of 
directors, upon the case to which wc 
have recently adverted, towards the 
majority of that body, with the chair- 
man and deputy at their head. If una- 
nimity was desirable, in the govern- 
ment of Madras, it was no less so, it 
should seem, in the controuling and 
. appellate assembly in Lgadenhall- 
street ; and if a strong opposition in 
principle and seniimem upon each of 
the prominent points in the cases that^ 
came to be reviewed, was a cause for 
expelling the dissentient in one case, 
It might equally be so in the other. 
It does not appear, however, that the 
majority of the couit of directors, ever 
thought of this analogy in the state of 
their own body, even w^en they were 
applying their censure most unrelent- 
ingly to Mr. Pen ie, and the divisions in 
the government of Madras. 

But it appears, for it is pleaded as a 
part of the justification of the act, that 
it was not origin, illy the intention of 
the majority of the court of directors 
to remove Mr. Petri/ from the coun- 
cil of Madras. It was first their inten- 
tion to have simply noiificd, that Sir 
Samuel Achmuiy was to be second 
member of council; the result of which 
notification would be to put Mr. Petrie 
dovvn to the third place, and Mr. Oakes 
to the fourth, and Mr. Cassamajor, t lie 
youngest member, would be removed 
from the council altogether. This it 
seems was a sort of recognized prac- 
tice in similar cases. But Mr. Petrie’s 
friends would nor, it is said, admit of 
this tacit and indirect retention of that 
gentleman’s seat in the council. They 
insisted on a direct recognition of his 
being still a member of the Madras 
government; and this the majority of 
the court considered a sufficient ground 
and provocation for proceeding to his 
immediate and total exclusion. 

VVe fear that those who come in 
future times to reconsider with the 
Jr;ht of hriory, this conduct of the 
government of British In- 
li not think this enhancement 
UVansing from a little opposi- 
deba'C and council, a most cie- 
#$*$e ch a mete italic in the majority 


by which Mr; Petrie was removed. 
And, indeed, this is but one of ma»y 
traits of resemblance and congeniality 
which we find in the mind and temper^ 
of that majority, and in those of *the 
government of Madras, which it sup- . 
ported. A dictatorial spirit is emi- 
nently distinguishable in both ; a spirit 
not to be mitigated by the reasoning, ') 
but to be confirmed by the resistance,’ 
and inflamed by the opposition of the 
most respectable dissentients. The 
authorities referred to, and quoted in 
the minutes of the majority, oi rather 
of the chairman and deputy, to whose 
pleadings the others anpear to have 
been met ely subscriber', are all of a, 
description which mark an inclination 
to overbearing power, impatient of 
restraint and rcmun»t ranee. The great 
Lord Clive is frequently brought to 
view, and his maxims and proceedings 
adduced in confirmation of Sir Geoige 
Barlow’s acts, and in justification ol the 
conduct of the majority of the court ot 
directors in supporting him, without 
any appearance of recollecting, that 
they are precisely the maxims and prin- 
ciples inculcated by the great Machia- 
vel, and even acted on by Buonaparte 
for the attainment and maintenance of 
absolute power. 

The principal grounds of accusation 
against Mr. Per* ie were, that he had re- 
ceived, countenanced, and favoured per- 
sons obnoxious to the government ; die 
had retu-ed to sign an address of appro- 
bation and attachment to Sir George 
Bailow in the moment when the laic 
unhappy differences between the go- i 
vernment of Madras, and the officer; 
of the army of that presidency, were at 
their height. 

The answer of Mr. Petde to these 
charges, severally, is,, jthat "knowing 
the parties whom he tggipharged with, 
having received, and hwng been in ‘the 
habit of entertaining, he could not dis- 
continue to do so, notwithstanding the 
heavy t accusation against them, con- 
sistently with that lu>t maxim of Bri- 
tish justicls that every man mu .it be" ' 
presumed to be innocent till he should 
be found guilty ; and with respect to 
his refusal to feign the address of ap- 
probation and support to Sir George 
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Barlow and bis measures, be says 
plainly, that he thought it wrong to affix 
-I i»s signature to such a paper, disap- 
proving as he did of Sir George Bhr- 
iow> policy in many instances - 7 al- 
though he did afterwards oiler to sign 
* it, if any great benefit was likely to be 
derived fiom his signature, or any m»s- 
rtchief was to be apprehended from the 
^omission of his name to the list of 
subscribers. To these reasons the 
very large and respectable minority, 
that we have cited, subscribed ^adding, 
besides, their most decided ^probation 
of the temper and moderation of Mr. 
•« Pet lie’s letters: urging and insisting 
at the same time, upon the obligations 
imposed on him by acts of parliament, 
and by instructions born the court, to 
dissent from the governor where he 
should see reason to do so, and to re- 
cord the reasons of his dissent ; im- 
pressing also the danger of discourag- 
ing such a practice, without which n 
govt'Mio** would have a council hut in 
name, while he would be in reality, a 
governor without council, and without 
controul. 

We are not disposed here, nor do 
we think it light, to enter into any 
■a net revision or balance of the facts 
and reasonings on both sides. The 
detail^ arc before our readers, they are 
well worthy of atlt nt ion, and eveiyone 
will decide on them according to the 
impression they shall make upon him. 

. but it is proper to observe heto, that 
even the majority of the directors, who 
> ought arid accomplished Mr. Petrie’s 
removal, never thought of making that 
•gentleman the object of any punishment 
op degradation, although his conduct, 
was to be considered as criminal 
as Sir George lkirlow lepresented it, 
orfeven as their own arguments would 
seem to shew them to have considered 
it/ ’would have been guilty and deserv- 
ing Qfpunibhmcntin the highest degree* 
# ©n the contrary, Mr. Petrie was ho- 
noured and rewarded with the highest 
consideration and emoluments th;rt he 
could hold out of council, andjie has 
since b*en appointed to a government 
of some importance. 

The wanton and unfeeling manner 


in which the removal wax carried into 
effect, which is particularised, and 
commented on by Mr. Petrie*, ip the 
Madras occur* dices, * is not 'Writa- 
ble to the court of directors, but in iip- 
parent violation of their intention. 

The complaint made against Mr. Pe- 
trie, that he had not excluded from his 
house certain individuals under the dis- 
pleasure of^thc government is a matter 
that deserves most serious consideration. 
The total exclusion of any individual 
from the society of private houses m 
Settlements which atforded-no idief in 
public ?ociety, (such as we have in 
.Europe in coffee-houses, clubs, and 
taverns,) nor in (he resources that places 
cfpublic entertainment supply, isan in- 
fliction of the mo>t aggravated nature. 
The punishrnyu of solitary confine- 
ment is'fldmitted to be so cruel, that 
even the most rigid justice will hardly 
be admitted to reconcile it to the mer- 
ciful feelings of refined philosophy : 
but to inflict arbitrarily the disgraceful 
penally of condemnation of solitude in 
the midst of a society, rendered hitherto 
moi>L dear and valuable by the confi- 
dence of mutual and merited esteem 
and infection, is a torture infinitely 
mote severe * and therefore we should 
think not to be inflicted primarily by 
any government, but to be left to the 
judgment of every person of whatso- 
ever rank, who is a member of that 
society, to be exercised according to 
his (jvwi impression of the conduct and 
chatncter of the individual arraigned. 
This fieedom of conduct, in inspect to 
the hospitality of private houses, and 
the regulation of personal intercourse; 
would seem the more indispensable in 
cases such as some of those that oc- 
curred at Madras, where the indivi- 
dual anaigned was precluded, and even 
in more than one instance prohibited, 
from the means of removing himself 
immediately from the scene of his cen- 
sure, to present himself as quickly as 
the desire and confidence of final ’ac- 
quittal prompted, before the tribunal of 
appeal. 

We would wish to conclude, with 
this general observation, what we have 
to say on this, the only coil subject 


* Vide Madras Occurrences, Page l'ny-io. 
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that has»been as yet discussed by the 
court of directors, and pass to the mi- 
litary ca*es. 

The first mention of these is made in 
a* minute of the court, of so early a date 
as the 4th of December, 1 30r) : from 
vHiich it appears, that after reading 
three or four official papers, forwarded 
by the Madras government, and a letter 
of the court of directors, written some 
months before, motions to the follow- 
ing effect were made and parsed by 
ballot into formal resolutions. ls k 
4 ‘ That the offences committed by the 
officers in question were of the most 
dangerous and criminal nature, sub- 
versive of all legitimate authority, and 
ought always to receive the severest 
punishment the court of directors can 
infltet ; since lenity iifeisucb a case to 
individuals would prove most detri- 
mental and pernicious to the general 
interests of the army, the Indian go- 
vernments, and the nation. 2nd, That 
the measures adopted by the govern- 
ment of Fort St. George, with respect 
to those officers, were, in the circum- 
stances in which that government was 
placed, proper and necessary. :jrd. 
That it was proper to proceed to 
the net of dismission, and that, 
agreeable to the standing rules of the 
service, which require notice of a 
motion of a dismission, the court 
should on a future day proceed to the 
act; namely, the dismission of lieute- 
nant colonel St. Leger, major de Mor- 
gan, captain Marshal, captain Grant, 
and lieutenant-colonel Martin. These 
resolutions did not, however, pass 
without great opposition, and dissents 
were recorded against them by 
Messrs Huddleston and Pattison, prin- 
cipally upon the ground that it would 
be contrary to the principles of justice, 
to proceed to condemn and punish, 
without first giving the patties under 
judgment an opportunity of defending 
themselves. • A sinfilar protest was 
entered by Mr. Rannerman, which 
tiered mure particularly into the cir- 
rnjpltances of the questions at issue be- 
tween the government of Madras and 
the officers implicated, adducing se- 


veral circumstances and arguments ta 
extenuate the offensive part of the con- f 
duct of those officers, and stating 
doubts of the propriety and policy-ef ~ 
the abrupt and arbitrary measures adopt- 
ed with respect to them. 

At a subsequent general court, held 
on the 4th of April, 1810, Mr. Patti- 
son, pursuant to notice, made a mo-v . 
tion, adverting to and inforcing the 
conciliatory spirit and the profession 
of amnesty contained in the general 
orders issued by lord Minto, on the 
25th of September, I 8 O 9 , with a view 
to get rid of the foregoing resolutions, 
without a formal rescindment of them, 
and concluding with a resolution, for 
restoring to their rank in the company’s 
service, every class of the suspended 
officers, comprehending the names of 
colonel St. Leger, colonel Martin, ma- 
jor de Morgan, captain Grant, colonel 
Capper, and major Boles. This mo- 
tion being put to the ballot was nega- 
tived, upon which a fresh protest was 
entered by Messrs. Elphinstone, Patti- 
son, Huddleston, and Bannerman,*f 
going more particularly into the merits 
\)f the cases of the several officers dis- 
tinctly j and severely censuring the in- 
temperate and hasty conduct of the 
Madras government on many points, 
and particularly for the rigoursit had in- 
flicted without giving the officers a trial, 
or a hearing. This protest produced 
a replication J from the chairman and 
deputy, Messrs. Astell and Grant, vin- 
dicating the course of proceedings that 
bad been pursued by the Madras go- 
vernment, in regard to the officers^ a 
whose conduct was under considera- , 
tion, and also the proceedings of Ole 
court of directors, subsequently, upon 
the cases of those ofiMfers. 

The several protesjf£inserted at length 
in the proper place,' anticipate all that 
could be said on the injustice of this 
extraordinary proceeding ; and which 
is rendered only thejnore flagrant, by an 
attempt, on the part of those who 
urged the motion; to fritter away, in 
asenstfof half idiame, and half con- , 
science, the plain aud obviou^ intent, 
and meditated e fil'd of ttye resolutions , 


* Mile State Papers, Page 357. t Vide Page to ?<>6. t Vide p. 2t?7 to 271. 
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of which they led. The .last of these, 
however, debouncing the punishment 
tJtlie offences already decided on, and 
which was all, in the common sense of 
things, that remained now to be 
ddne, could not by good fortune, or 
'rather good form, be finally passed in 
the same court, but was constrained to 
stand over, on this account solely, to 
'another meeting of the court. In the 
mean time, however, the protests al- 
luded to were placed on the table of 
the directors, and not only b*id the 
effect of deferring the ultimateadoption 
of the resolution, but operating with 
other causes, one among which was 
the anival in this country of the accu- 
■aed persons to whom the penalty at- 
tached, and who had not been heard 
either in India or here, opened the 
whole ground of the discussion, as 
affecting the cases in question, which 
had been decided so hastily, and so 
peremptorily, in the aggregate in the 
find instance, and induced an exami- 
nation of them, as we shall hereafter 
see, separately and anew. 

The proceedings at the India house, 
on the military cases, from this time . 
were suspended, and were not again 
taken up until the end of the year 
ISIO. The court of directors even 
then did not resume the enquiry into 
the conduct of the officers, suspended 
under the order of the 1st of May, but 
went into the original case of colonel 
Boles, who had been removed from his 
office of deputy adjutant-general, and 
from ‘his employment in the set vice, 
on the single and singular accusation of 
having* signed, and circulated in his 
official capacity, the orders of the local 
commander- in-chief. The particulars 
of this curious case were laid before the 
reafer at great length, in the last 
volume of this woik, and need not be 
here repeated. 

The first impression on the mind 
t3f the court of directors, from the cir- 
cumstances affecting colonel Boles, 
was expressed in a fetter of the 2[jth 
September, IbO^, to tho goveritmer.' 
of Fort ft. Geoige, which shewed that 
the court, even on the statement of the 
Madras government, considered that 
the officer in question had been severe- 
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ly and unjustly treated. It was, thereu 
fore, to be expected, that if his con- 
duct, at an after period, should cotue 
to be examined with the full nutters 
of his defence before the court, it 
would meet a most liberal and lenient 
consideration. 

The couit entered into this ultimate 
enquiry, on the 20th of November, 
1310, and ponsumed that, and three 
olheF days, namely, the 2:>d and 2S*h 
November, and 5'h December fol- 
lowing, in reading official papers con- 
nected with the case, and proposed 
the J2th December, on which day 
the court again assembled, for passing 
their final judgment thereon. 

At this time a motion was made of 
the following tenure : 

“ That Jienjpnant-colonel Thotnai 
Boles, late deputy adjiitant-general on 
the Madras establishment, in the man- 
ner of preparing and circulating to the 
different stations of the army, tran- 
scripts of the general order of lieute- 
nant-general Macdnw.ill, dated the 
2bth January, 180(j, and in not only 
entertaining a public address to hint 
from a combination of office’, s of the 
Madras array, written in declared op- 
position to the authority of the govern- 
ment of For t St. George, upon priori* 
pies most manifestly seditious, but in 
accepting, as he does not deny he did, 
a pension given to him by officers, on 
those principles, was guilty of factious 
disrespect, insubordinatio i, and hosti- 
lity to the government of Fort St. 
George, as declared in the court's mi- 
litary letter of 2t)th September, 18(X>. 
whereby they did on those grounds 
suspend him from the service, after 
having removed, in their letter of the 
15th September, I8O9, the suspen- 
sion passed on him by the government 
of Fort George/* 

It will be perceived, that the alleged 
guilt of colonel Boles, as it is to be 
collected from the motion, had accu- 
mulated in a most unexpected and 
unexampled degree, since the first 
statement of it. in the charge of Sir G. 
Barlow. All the new circumstances, 
and aggravation of the case, wee now 
suggested for the first time j and, it is 
observable, had no manner ok iclm* n 
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with the only got which had induced rcufit to India till! he pleasure of ihe 
the wiginal \iwpeiMon, and on u inch court of directors shall be sig oilwd^o 
alone rhc judgment of the court of him to this effect.*’ 
direct, rs was bceminglv requited. ls\t nece.saiy to comment on prp- 

On iUu motion the previous ques- ceudings that not only appear to out- 
tion moved,, md produced a debate, rage all ordinary notions of justice,^ 

that did r.ot terminate on the same hut even to confound the singular con- 
day> l»ut occasioned an adjournment to ceplions of the court of directors 
the I4th rut tent, when ii was re- themselves ? The task so painful and ^ 
sinned. After it kid continued for disgusting is spared to us, from the very' 
some I vou i s, the pru\ urns question was ample observations made on these pro- 
moved and put to the ballot, when the codings, by several enli fumed mem- 
votes appeared equal * hers o£ the court, in their recoiled 

The treasurer was then called in an cl dissents, t to which we anxiously refer 
drew the lot, determining the question our readers, and proceed to the notice 
in the negative. ulterior euquiuea. 

A motion was then made to adjoin ri, Ou lv.csday, the 20*ll> Match, tRl I, 
which was also negatived. The ortgi- the cises, c*l the officers suspoudtd " 
nal question was next put ; and on (,ik- by the order ul the 1st ot May, being 
in a the ballot, the \qfes weio dgefin again brought under com idumtion, it 
found to be equal, and the tieusurer, was icsolved by the bacoi tint major 
the ready expedient, was lesorlcd to, Moigan was guilty ofkinng signed 
who drew a lot, deciding the question a veiy improper and infl.uum«.tnry ad- 
in the negative. < hie should have dicas to Jcid Minto, and that he had 
set ionsly supposed, Mkr the individual also exhibited a spitit deserving of 
had undergone this fierv oiJeal, that much reprehension in the prosecution 
no other attempt would have been ot colonel Munro \ and m a letler to 
made to fix the criminality imputed colonel Cuppage, dated 14 th April, 
by the motion upon him. .1 60 i) ; it was also resolved that captain 

But we me concerned to fay, that Muishal appeared to the court to be 
the hopes ami fortunes of this officer gmlty of having prepared copies of the 
were put to the hazard of the die, no intended factious memorial to lord 
Jess than twice at a succeeding court- Minto, and that this fact, which might 
day, the tfth of January, l&l 1, when lead to inferences that he was further 
he again most miraculously escaped. |* concerned in the ciicunvstances relating 
Oil the 5th of February, iSlJ, die to that paper, was in itself sufficient to 
court at kst came to a determination, prove him deficient in his duty in con- 
to the leading principle of which real ing the knowledge of the pioceed- 
every liberal and impartial rmncl must ing from ihe government of Madras, 
have come hy a spontaneous dibit at A lesoki'uon precisely ^fflilar to this . m m 
first, and which was declared in the upon captain Marshal Vfconduct, was* 
following sesolu!! on : ’ passed respecting colonel Martin, arnd 

*< The court hiring resumed iho it was resolved that captain Gram had 
consideration of the case of major been guilty of a very serious offence 
Boles, and having adverted to ihe kr- against iml.lary discipline, and against 
cum, stance of the court being equally the auiho.iiy ofilie legal government, in 
divided upon the subject ot ihegmit .signing ;m addi ess to major Boles, and 
or innocence of this officer, deem it in the very offensive manner in which 
right to lean to the favourable side of lie introduced that paper to the notice 
t|ie question, and therefore resolve that of government. 

bis suspension from the service be After these resolutions had past, a 
removed \ but, as they consider his letter cwa» delivered in by Mr. Mud- 
conduct in some particulars to be not dlestonc, in which lie argf.es with 
free from blame, (hey are of opinion great ability in extenuation of the con- 
that he should not be permitted to duct cf the officers, and complain* of, 

' * Vid. page. 2£4.' t Ibid.' X Vld. ct iirfra. 
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and opposes, the arbitrary nature of the 
p» .feedings against them in the court, 
bet< e any of them had arrived in En- 
gland, except colonel Martin, who 
neve/ had notice, nor had ever been 
called upon for his defence. 

On Friday, the .5th of April, 1811, 
the court having met pursuant to a spe- 
cial summons, to take into considera- 
tion the cases of the officers in question, 
a motion was made, declaring in sub- 
stance that the conduct of major I)e 
Morgan, as stated in the resolution of 
the court, on the 2(ith March preced- 
ing, was such as would have justified 
his removal from the service ; but m 
consideration of the geneial influence 
’of the evil example by which he might 
be supposed to have been led into Ins 
errors, and of the amnesty pronounced 
in the general orders, published by loul 
Minto on the 25th September, I8O9, 
which was by some persons supposed 
to extend to all such ofleiues as those 
of major De Morgan, it was proposed 
that the suspension affecting him 
should be removed, but that he should 
not be permitted to return to India till 
the court should be of opinion that the 
complete restoration of order and mili- 
nary subordination at Madras should 
have render^] such a measure consis- 
tent with that support, which it was 
the paramount duty of the court at all 
times to give to the civil authorities. 

Upon this motion an amendment 
was moved, the form of which was 
more consistent wiih the spirit of the 
amnesty referred toj conveying a mere 
L formal b reprimand, and expressing a 
full confidence that the leniency and 
moderation, evinced in this proceed- 
ing, would excite in the objects of them 
a corresponding sense of gratitude ami 
devotion to the company’s service. 
This, amendment was negatived, and 
the •original motion was affirmed by the 
ballot. Similar resolutions were, at 
tfrcs same time, adopted, respecting 
captain Marshal, lieut.-col. Martin, 
£nd captain Giant. # The case of the 
honourable licut.-col. Saintlegef was 
reserved ibr future discussion. 

In .this summary we have thought it 
necessary to notice particularly only 
the most important of the discussions 
Vo l. 12 . 


which took place in the court upon 
this interesting and long-agitated sub- 
ject ; we have, therefore, selected 
those instances in which the points 
brought under consideration were otVuch 
consequence, and urged so forcibly, that 
the authority of the chairman and the 
deputy, and the power of the majority, 
wore often compelled to explain and 
justify to *the reason of the smaller 
number ; insomuch that, at the end, it 
appeared as if their own sense of jug- 
tjee reproached them with wrongs com- 
mitted by their pride in upholding, 
through consistency, a rigour which 
their consciences could not appiove. 
The tenacity and contentiousness of 
the spirit of controversy on both sides, 
may be estimated not only from the 
frequent and p:*>t meted debates without 
coming to any decisive result ; but, 
still more, from the extent of the 
papers in winch their mutual asser- 
tions, inferences, and exceptions, were 
interchanged, and placed in the shape 
of general appeals before the court 5 
whence they come now before the 
public and before posterity, we fear, 
without any reason to hope that they 
will add mu< h to the reputation of that 
assembly. It will be sufficient to cite, 
by way of illustration, one instance, 
in which the chairman and deputy, 
being charged with diffineness of this 
kind, excuse themselves by' stating, 
that they had six dissents to answer, 
containing! ] 4 foolscap pages, and to go 
besides into a general re\iew of the 
causes and progress of rhe distuibances 
at Madras, with the events of the par- 
lies concerned in them, which made 
it necessary to fill 103 demy pages ; 
and these 103 had, it seems, been 
extended to 208 foolscap pages in the 
copy made for the use of the gen- 
tleman who made the charge. It is 
easy to perceive that, in a controversy 
carried on in this manner, neither party 
is likely to yield to the other : the heat 
and pride ol argumentation harden the 
purpose and inflime the animosity of 
the parties contending. The lenity 
which good policy, as well as good 
natural feeling, attach to public jus- 
tice, is lost sight of in the ostentatious 
pursuit of consistency ; and e?en time 

.v 1; 
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Itself, which should produce reflection, 
moderation, forgiveness, and oblivion, 
has only the effect of reviving ligour, 
and preventing the extinction of pas- 
sion and prejudice, in all public con- 
flicts, in which the reconciliation of tlu; 
parties becomes essential to the inte- 
rests and safely of the state, oblivion of 
the past is the best and only suie foun- 
dation of security tor the future ; but, 
unhappily, in all the proceedings of 
those in authority, both at home and 
abroad, respecting the lamentable 
struggle at Madras, cveiy step takHj 
has been diiccted to resuscitate and to 
add eternal rancour to the remnants of 
the malignant impressions created by 
those sad events. Jt is to be hoped, 
that the iccouls of these ptoceedings 
will exhibit them, aswe thinkthey must, 
as evils most carefully to be avoided by 
posterity ; and that future governors of 
India, and future directors of the Fast 
India company, if not enlightened by 
examples ot wrsdom and beucf.c'^ice, 
left to them by the governors and di- 
rectors of the present day, will at le.i^t 
be preserved from many a misfoitune, 
by taking warning fiom the monu- 
ments of mischief elected for their 
initiucticn ; so much to the cost and 
sorrow of the generation in which wc 
jive. 

If we decline nil observation on the 
merits ot the numerous military case*, 
that yet await thtsdceisioiJhf die com t o( 
directors, cur motive* miM be obvious. 
These depend wholly on the disposition 
of the court, and we should besoiry to 
irritate it by any "unpalatable, and, 
under circumstances, perhaps, unsea- 
sonable remarks. 

The time of the court of direct 01 . 9 , 
and proprietors, was occupied also by 
considerations cunnecled with the 
general state of their affair-*, and the 
disposal of the patronage oi the com- 
pany. The latter gave ri e to the re- 
newal of the question^ which had been 
much debated in the piecechng year, of 
&he propriety of re-admitting, without 
% nevious return to England, the 
tyjjfctefa and cadets, into the Fast India 
company's service, who had been dis- 
missed on account of the use ot undue 
influence* in procuring their ongiuai 


appointments. On calmer nnd more 
dispassionate reflection, and after 
frequent discussion on the subject, it » 
was at length admitted, that it was not 
necessary to persist, in all cases, on the 
application of the strict letter of the 
resolutions, pronouncing the necessity- 
of an absolute recall of the parlies from 
India, but to suffer those, to whom no 
active pai ticipation in the original 
abuse at inched, to continue in the 
enjoyment of the benefits of the ser- 
vice, op th«» fiesh appointment of a 
director. The humanity of individual 
proprietors and directors would have 
extended the piinciple to the whole of 
the dismissed servants, but it was not 
thought advisable to Lizard the suc- 
cess of the several lest oral ions recom- 
mended by any genei.il proposition; 
but to trust to alter circumstances and 
imp.essions, and the weight of the 
piemlcni established, for the extension 
of its pi maple. In consequence of 
the favourable disposition, now mani- 
fested, iwugcmlemcu were re-admitted 
a* wiiteia and one as cadet, pieparing 
the w ay, one would hope, lor a te-nd- 
mission, at no distant day, of all the 
innocent parlies, who had Jnilen under 
the seventy oi’ a penalty, which should 
have attached only to the guilty. 

'Hi*' state ot the iinunro ol the Fast 
India company required a shaic of the 
attention of the couit ot directors, and 
ltd to the dcteVmin it ion of a Cut t her 
appeal to parliament U v pecuniary 
assistance. The pressure of affairs 
which induced the application, on the 
present occasion* was stated by the 
dirccrois to be temporal y merely, anT* 
to be produced by choumslant es'lhat 
were not likely to iccur. The diffi- 
culties of the comp«fo>y were alleged 
to arise, fii.it, from excessive and un- 
exampled drafts mfido in the two last 
years on the court of directors, amount- 
ing to 4, /0‘4,gd0/ part of the Indian 
debt incurred in the course of several 
wars and expeditions earned on against 
Indian powers ; kind as the condition 
undcG which the greater part of that 
debt was contracted, allowedrfin option 
to the subscribers to be paid at any 
time by bills of exchange upon the 
court of directors in England* .these 
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drafts had now come upon them, and 
coiild not have been prevented. '2nd. 
.From the unexpected calamities tint 
iiad befallen he company’s shipping in 
the'two previous years, whereby they 
bad Experienced a dlr.ct Joss of 
-i ,0-1 S, 077/ These and other 1 ’'otus, 

that had tended to enb'»nass the com- 
pany at the insterv, w-re nice inctly set 
>brth in a pe/itiun/' which was sub- 
mitted to the appiolnhun of tin' pio- 
pnctors, and adopted I y the latter b Ay 
without any nice diwussi ;u ^ 

But the prayer or obji cl of the peti- 
tion, which solicited a transfer of one 
. million and a half sterling T mu the na- 
tional, to the private tieavur) ot the Hast 
.ludii 1 ornpan}, did not m< et qn»te “o 
ready ail acceptation by the House of 
Commoo-i, to whom it was m the first 
place piefoned, or on a. le-coii'icieia'ion 
of its uiOiits at an after period bv the 
House >1 Lords, homo inquiry was made 
in both houses ol Faiiiament into the 
truth of the allegations of the petitu n, 
and into the foreign and domestic cir- 
cumstances of the cnnipmv, and the 
consequent piooaouity of the mum of 
the money, icqucsted on loan. Lvery 
one of the points involved wer* inves- 
tigated, and g ivn tie lo donate — but 
this was not can icd to any great lemph, 
from the want of luiu r inloin»aijon 
on many impoitnnt heads, winch was 
expected uhimUcly to be derived from 
the labors ol a unimiltct' of the Hume 
of Commons, tint weie in the process 
of an actual and mow euqeiiy into the 
general affaii s ol th * rompmy, at the 
time when the pc ition was pi evented. 

‘ On a puma facie statement of assets 
•by the K 1st India company, and a ica- 
sonable presumption, apparent on an 
enquiry, of ihcir mjiTh tenev lor the 
repayment of the money m question, 
the’ require sum was voted., bat not 
without prohue ng .1 laboured dissent 
from the Eat l of L-unlerAale ; which 
will be foun 1 at length in the account 
of the iitocecdnigs of the Ji nine of 
Lords* t • ♦ 

The present session of paili.gijei t 
was distinguished by a minute and 
unwearied regard to the finances and 


circumstances of the company. A 
select committee, consisting of twenty 
one well-in formed members, was ap- 
pointed, as will be observed in the 
p arliamentary proceedings, at the very 
commencement of the session, to 
mAe enquiry into these mixed and 
inmeate subjects, which punned its 
commission with a diligence and perse- 
verance ihti could n.ji be exceeded. 
They were *aidc d in thjr investigation 
by two digested and able .statements, 
drawn up officially under the orders of 
tl*e court or directors, and presented o y 
their secretary to (he committee of the 
House ot Commons, under the com- 
prehensive title ot an exposition, and 
supplement, ot the state ot the compa- 
ny's finance-, at home and abroad. The 
first ot these papei » was presented to a 
former com mu fee in Imjs, and afford- 
ed a gene . al and mci hudi .ud v iew of the 
pecum«:y concern:, oi the company, so 
far as t Ay could be ^cvrtaiucd at that 
pciiod - and the supplement, earned 
down ihe detail so far as it could be 
pm suid tiem uiiiuai a. id *0: thcoming 
documents, to tne lOrh oi Apid, 1S10, 
tne date of this second paper. These 
were not teemicd, lot the purpose 
solely ol Oui' idating the ncccAty of 
the loan, and the prospect of it-, repay- 
ment; but im ihe mote uupoitaut 
object ot lilustra-ing the general con- 
dition or the company's allhu : ; previ- 
ous tv) the coos.iieiaiion ot the policy! 
at a tuinie season, not veiv distant, of 
tiie renewal of the company’s charter. 
As such .1 eon -ode ration, come when 
it may, must cmbiace a mo^ extensive 
iidil ol enquiry, it would na tut ally give 
a latitude to, and diiect the cou.-eot 
die antecodjin investigation of the 
committee; who appear, in vvlut they 
have dll eudy perfected, to have consi- 
dered live import mce ot their trust, 
and not to iu»ve been detuned by the 
complexity and extent ot it, f.om 
endeavoms to fuilii it to the utmost. 
Duimg a single session, they appear fo 
have iiia ie three distinct reports ; all of 
them instinctive, but the latter pecu- 
liar)' interesting, from the various 
information contained m it, and from 


* Vide State Papers, p. JS1-?. 
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the manner in which it is com eyed 
As all of these ate inserted at length 
with the exception of the appendices, 
among the state papers, it would -com 
unnecessaiy, in this place, to take an^ 
distinct notice of them j and more par- 
ticularly as we may be required, h<*:e- 
after, to go minutely into their con- 
tents, when the enquiry shall be com- 
pleted, nud shall lay all matins bare 
before the public, and enable it to 
dec : de a question, as important and 
embarrassing, a* ever presented itself 
for discussion. 

The House of Commons al-o enter- 
tained motions for papers, illative to 
the expedition ngimst Aiacao, winch 
had been undertaken, and suddenly 
abandoned b) Admit at Jhu*'/, as 
mentioned in a pi creeling volume ; and 
to the dissensions that had it cent! »’ 
existed, in the military and end 
branches of the service, nr the presi- 
dency of Madras. The papers on the 
lirst subject wcie refused ; but on the 
second were most readily granted j on 
a general impression on the Home of 
the necessity of an enquiry into trans- 
actions, that had tow hul the interests 
of the East India Company, m a vital 
part, and might relatively alfect them, 
even to a more extensive and alarming 
degree. As connected with the latter 
discretion of papers, Mr Crcevy stat- 
ed his intention of moving, .it. a future- 
occasion, for the recall of S r (r. Bar- 
low, to whose injudicious mcavaies he 
ascribed the pant evils, and the appre- 
hended consequences. Kut the .-fusion 
passed away, and another has succeeded, 
without such intention having been 
acted on. 

But though the judgment of the 
count \y on these transaction®, and the 
acton, .n them, is not yet pionom. c< d, 
the agitation? o t the questions related 
with them has not pa sed uithoiii its 
“use, if it produce lioih’-ng mote, than 
th£ information ihio.vn out m the 
progress of the di'Ciivdoi.s, l-y certain 
ulfctpbers^f th e hc#usc, w ho appvai to 
be^^JteiVjeftant w ith Indian subjects, and 
pedjpifjy advised of the feelings and 
Fcnlhw©nts°f the Indian army. Among 
these hir Hewy Montgomery princi- 


pally distinguished himself by his state- 
ments respecting die common opinion 
ot Su G. Barlow’s administration, the 
general iiruation of the public n..ud — 
and the known causes that produced it. 
^oi did the Honourable baronet con- 
tent Imnseli v ith tin se suuemeuts, ancf 
the suggestion ot such counsel as ap- 
pealed applicable in his contemplation, 
to the existing state of things — but he 
took all the pains in his power, lor 
which the court ot diiectors and the 
company’s a. my ought to consider 
themselves much 1. d^bied to him, to 
etl’ect a practical *.uod, by the lemoval 
oi a great and hxed cause ot discontent, 
lung ranking in lb** mind of ihe 
Jot til military, respecting the leiaiti'e 
lank ot the king’s and company’s 
otliceis. lhis he proposed lu icmcdy 
by sl ttimg tlie qompurauve rank ot die 
two sei vices on broad and equitable 
principles; which would obviate the 
piesent misunderstandings and Indue 
occasions ot dissatisfaction. With 
this intent he endeavoured to intro- 
duce a clause into the mutiny act, 
lcgulating the command ot the diffe- 
rent description of officers, by the lela- 
tive dates ot their commissions — and 
supported the view he took of the sub- 
ject, by a very intelligent and impressive 
speech. 'Hie proposed clause was op- 
posed by the president cf the board of 
controid, and, it is will) regret we add, 
was ultimately unsuccessful. 

A further specification of the sub- 
jects that have fallen, within thb inter- 
val embraced by our review, under the 
consideiation of the authorities appoint- 
ed to diicct and controul the govern- 
ments of India, would not seem to be 
required ot us; since we have treated 
the leading pai titulars at great length, 
i«i a former volume, and have introduc- 
ed into the present an ample account 
of the discussions at the India. House 
and in Parliament, which have subse- 
quently giowtioutof them, and which 
constitute so large a portion ot the suc- 
ceeding sheets. These must now be 
left U, make their own impressions, 
and to correct any partial eii‘ur obser- 
vable iu ours. 
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Bengal Occurrences for January, 1810 . 


January 2. — The army, assembled on 
the southern frontier of Bundlecund, 
under the command of lieutenant-colo- 
nel Martindell, was foimed into bri- 
gades on the 10th ultimo, at Soopah, 
in the following order : 
Lieutenant-colonel Matt indell, com- 
manding the fmces. 

Lieutenant G. II. Glover, 17 th N. I. 
brigade-major. 

Cavalry Brigade.— -M l regiment 
Native cavalry, lieutenant - colonel 
Brown.-— 5th regiment Native cavalry, 
lieutenant-colonel Fawcett.— ()tli re- 
giment native cavalry, lieutenant-colo- 
nel Houston 

First Brigade or Infantry — 
Lieutenant-colonel Mawby, H M. 53d 
foot, — brigade-major lieutenant Chip- 
nel, 53d foot, — brigade quaiter master 
lieutenant Greenbridgc, 53d foot — 1st 
battalion 53d foot, major Mansell — 
.1st battalion, l/ih N. I. major Car- 
penter — 1st battalion, 22d N. I. major 
Wood. 

Second Brigade of Infantry. — 
Lieutenant-colonel Dauvergne, 20 th 
regiment. Native Infantry, — brigade 
major lieutenant Dickson, 20th regi- 
ment Native Jnfantiy — brigade-quar- 
(er-master lieutenant Barton, 20'th 
rt giment Nativ e Infantry — 1 st battalion 
iijth, (volunteers) lieutenant-colonel 
Arnold— 1st battalion 20’th, Native 
Infantry, captain Lamb. 

Park of Artillery.— Captain- 
•lieutenant K. Grahafti. • 

Engineers. — E nsign Morrison. 

One subaltern ai t tilery officer, and a 
I toportion of lield pieces, attached to 
catch corps. 

Lieutenant Baddeley and a detach- 
ment of pioneers , and an officer of en- 
Vol. 12. 


gineers (Morrison) with a detachment 
of miners or sappei s 

Major Kelly’s (or 4th) light brigade, 
consisting of 10 companies, but not 
brigaded— -On the march to foun the 
advanced guaid. * 

'1 he whole flf the above force march- 
ed Irom their ground at Soopah, on the 
12th ultimo, via ^iiauagur; and on 
the 10th encamped at Chattel poie. 
One complete company of European 
artilleiy, with a battering train, march- 
ed from Cawnpore, the end of Novem- 
ber, foi Soopah, but were detained at 
Calpee. r l he rains in Bundlecund, 
from the first till the 12th of last month, 
were heavy and incessant. 

Jan fj.— Letters received ki the 
course of la-»t week from Oude. men- 
tion a very serious commotion, which 
had an«*en in the district of Sicrora, m 
consequence of the refractory conduct 
of the Rajah of Nanparah, a principal 
zemindar in the vizier's dominion^. 
Six companies of the 2nd battalion of 
the 1 Oth Native Infantry, with three 
six-pounders, under the command of 
major Bird of that corps, marched 
against Nanparah some time ago ; but 
it being found that the fort was of very 
considerable strength, and prov iu^dwith 
cannon, and the garrison shewing a 
determination to stand a siege, it was 
afterwards deemed necessary to order 
a larger force into the field. Accoid- 
ingly, a detachment, composed of the 
1st battalion of the t)th Native infan- 
try, six companies of the 2nd of the 
Kith, three compair.es of the 2nd of 
the 4th, and two of the 1*1 of the 21st, 
with two troops of the 31st regiment 
of Native cavalry, and a prqpoi donate 
train of baUenng iruns, was formed 
B 
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under the command of lieutenant- 
colonel M'Grath. This detachment 
obtained possession of the fort, without 
loss, on the night of the 1 7 th ultimo, 
the rebels having decamped, under the 
Apprehension of the assault, which it 
was proposed to attempt on the suc- 
ceeding day. The captois found a 
large depot of grain in the fortress; 
from which it was concluded, that the 
besieged had resolved to hold out to the 
last: and they probably would have 
done so, hut for the alaim excited by 
the novel sight of battering cannon and 
howitzers served by Europeans. 

In consequence of t In *se commotions, 
the '2 ud battalion of the 2/th was 
ordered to Sicrnra ; and two compa • 
riles of the lat ot the fjth posted at 
Lvramghnut. 

J\n 10 —The Delhi ackbais, re- 
ceived two days ago, state, that on the 
2f)lh of K.nnzan, a battle wn> fought 
between bhuja ul Mulk, the late king 
of Cabul, and his brother Mahmud. 
On the fii^t day, the victory was ob- 
tained by t ho troop, of Slnij i u! Mulk j 
rot Sureh Khan ami hhak ! Oi defeat- 
ing the k:!'£, «m ! jeming Shalt Mah- 
mud. .i -etvnd aiul -till nvne «.eveic 
h**it:ie u -» traj)!, u; which Shuja ul 
Mulk w,^ tot'i.i v defeated, wnh the 
,(>•>*» id Guhstat Khan, Sultan Mahmud 
Khan, the Hakim ot Ca-hmue, and 
S’.bde.l Khan, biotin r of the same 
j frikim, wounded, besides many others 

Alt-r tlic' defeat, Shuja ul Mnlfc 
pro^odi'd tiuni G.indjliat , to rhe In- 
with such expedition, that he 
iifiivt-o tlieie in ( iuht days, accom- 
panied v, V ahun Khan wul Mahurnn^ed 
Khan. i he oiothciNot S^utiisher Khan, 
lire vi l\\ , v. iin h*ll in a former battle ; 
an<t Ab»b!!.»n Kh.m, arid some other 
4’ollovvcis, amounting in all to 175. 
On KMChieg the bulk ut the river, 
opposite to JUiaklior, a messenger v js 
dispatched to Nawaub Siiibulet.il 
.Khan, to advise him of the state of 
Shuja ul Mulk’s affairs, and requesting 
that he and his followers might be per- 
mitted to pass the river without mo- 
lestation, winch was readily agreed to, 
and the king entered the city in dis- 
£uhe, bpt soon afterwards made him- 
*rlf known. 


Runjeet Sing had returned to La- 
hore, after possessing himself of Ker- 
grakut, by stratagem , his troops now 
occupy that place. 

Last Wednesday morning, between 
eight and nine o’clock, the southern*, 
portico of the town hall of Calcutta 
gave way, and suddenly came to the 
t;inund. Fortunately, from the early, 
hour at which this accident occurred, 
the l)i icklayers and other woi kmcn em- 
ployed on the buildings were not at 
woik, fco that the only loss or injury 
mining was confined to the edifice itself. 
On taking the levels, the foundation 
was found to have given way, insomuch 
that the walls of the southern front 
w ere font inches lower than the centre ; 
and those of 'he northern front, two 
inches lower than the level of the cen- 
tre of the building. It is thought pio- 
bnble that the building will require to 
be removed to its foundation. 

J \ n 1 1 . — I .otters from the camp of 
DmvUit Kao Scindia, of so late a date 
ns the 24th ot December, state that 
chieftain to be then at Tirnil, a place it* 
the neighbourhood of Slkihpoorah. 

G i (vine Mercer, lwj. the Kritish re- 
sident at Scindiali's coim, accompanied 
by W. Lindsay, lGq. assistant to the 
embassy, arrived in camp, tiom Cal- 
cutta, on the lCjth ultimo, anil was 
admitted to his first audience ut the 
Maharajah on the 22d. 

The reports then prevalent in this 
quarter, respecting the movements ot 
Meer Klun, were so extiemely various 
and contradictory, that no correct oi 
certain inference could be formed with* 
respect to them. 

According to advices received last 
week from I.oodeaunah, lLinj'rT Sing 
was then at Lahore, having teturmd 
from his campaign against the chief- 
tains of the hills. 

1* would appear, that Sobjah-u)- 
Mulk still continued to maintain .*a 
strenuous, but unsuccessful, struggle 
for^iis monarchy ^ in the northern dis- 
tricts ^>f Candahaf. 

Jan. 20. — The detachmeat, under 
lieutenant-colonel M'Graih, has been 
engaged in operations against the for- 
tress of Pu rag poor, which they carried 
by assault* on the 4th current j but not 
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without the loss of two officers, and 
about fifty Sepoys. Lieutenants Sa- 
# muei Woolley and W. H. Dickson, of 
the. 1st battalion 9th regirpent of Na- 
tive infantry, two young mpn of great 
gallantry and promise, fell in the at- 
tack. The detachment still remained 
before Puragpoor, on the 7U1 current. 

Jan. 21. — According to a letter 
from Agra, of the 2d cunent, the cold 
was so intense, that the mercury in the 
thermometer stood, on that day, at the 
almost incredibly low point of 3 1 £ 
degrees, or half a degree below the 
freezing point. 

' Jan. 23 . — In a letter of the 12th 
, current, from Scindeah’s camp, it is 
ara'ted, that Ameer Khan was at that 
time in the Bopal district. Bopal is a 
small state, situated on the south-west 
frontier of Bundlecund, about 50 coss 
south of Jhanu. An understanding is 
supposed to subsist- between the Ra- 
jah and the Aiahratta chieftain. I hese 
accounts confirm the icpoit ol a second 
engagement between the followers ui 
Ameer Khan and the Berar troops, 
which had terminated to the disadvan- 
tage of the former. In tins last en- 
counter, Ameer, it is said, lost many of 
his Sirdars, and about five hundred ol 
his men, besides two pieces of artil- 
lery. The letter adds, that the Khan 
himself was wounded with a spear, in 
the heat of the battle. 

Former accounts left Ameer Khan 
On the banks of the Nerbnddah, at no 
great distance from Gurrah Mundelah ; 
but it would appear, from those now 
^received, that lie has, since that time, 
been, moving rapidly in a rctiogade 
direction. He is attended by ids horse 
only, his brigade of regular infantry 
being occupied at present in the coun- 
try or Joudpore. They have received 
oideis, it is said, to join him, but have 
refused *to march, until their arrears 
be paid. 'Ihe Khan is without 
money. Since the late battle, iu> 
standard lus been deserted by ,the 
Pindairees and Dukkannees, w,o 
foun so large a poiti^n of hi? fol- 
lowers \ aiid, considering tfic desperate 
state of his resouices, theic is every 
probability that his whole fotce will 
dwindle in 4 short time to nothing. 


Jan. 25 .— Letters from Bundle- 
cund state, that a strong party of light 
infantry and horse, unde* the com- 
mand of that active officer major 
Kelly, had been detached on the 6th 
of January, from colonel Marti ndell's 
army and were to cross the Kayn river 
on the following day. The object of 
this movement was to repel an incur- 
sion made Jby Gopaul Sing,— -a bold 
and enter prizing chieftain, who some 
time ago occupied the Kotrah district 
in # that province, but was deposed by 
the British government, in favour of 
Rukhelbullee, the rightful proprietor. 
Gopaul Sing, having entered the di§- 
tiict w uii a force of cavalry and infan- 
try, had obtained an unexpected vic- 
roiy over the united troops of Kishoro 
Sing, of Punna, Soneesat, Rajahram, 
and Pupiciam, together with a consi- 
derable body of matchlock-men from 
Banda,— -the whole under the com- 
mand of Imaumbuksh Khan. In this 
a 11 air, two guns belonging to the 
Punna Rajah were taken ; and Im- 
aumbuksh, wi»h about one hundred 
of hi.'* men, was killed. Double that 
1. umbei were wounded. Major Kelly, 
having moved from Chattcrpore, pio- 
ceedcd iap;dly to the entrance of the 
ghauts ; and, on the l Ith current,, 
after a march, rendered particularly 
fatiguing by the nature of the country, 
reached Sahha and Gung, where 
Gopaul Sing had taken post after his 
victory. Unfortunately, however, he 
vvas # a day too late; Gopaul having 
received pievious iufoimaiion ot the 
design, that was on foot, to inter- 
cept nun, moved up the Ghauts 
011 the Juth, with the whole ot his 
plunder. On the 12th, intelligence 
was brought to major Kelly, that a 
body ot Gopaul's people had again 
descended r he Ghauts, and taken post 
at three di lie lent places. The major 
instantly pioceedcd, with a troop’ of 
« avail v and J20 light infantry, in the 
hope of Mn prizing them.' They did 
not wait his apptoach, however, -but 
fh.d up the second range of Gbautt? 
T heir chokies were taken, and ittr 
were closely pursued 10. the entrance 
x>f tlu- Moutmoouo Ghaut. 

This service being perform&d, major 

2 
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Kelly's detachment received orders 
to rejoin the main body under colonel 
Martindeli ; and, on the 15th of 
January, they were again as far as 
Henuuty, on their return to Chat- 
terpoio. The 1st battalion of the 16th 
Native infantry were appointed to 
protect the country, during the ab- 
sence of colonel Martindell's army, 
from the further inroads 'of the ban- 
ditti \ and, with that view, had march- 
ed towards the entrance of the Ghauts. 
They reached Kokherettee, on the llih 
current. 

The scene of these operations is de- 
scribed as a very fine country, but not 
very fully peopled. The property of 
the peasants had suffered considerably, 
from the depred. t ons of Gcpaul Sing. 
Bukhelbullee was on a pilgrimage at 
Benares. 

O tam'nuvbjhr Fihrvanj. 

I'V.b. 3.— The latest accfmms, from 
the Dounb, supply addition d profits of 
the singular intensity of the cold, 
vdiudi has been expe. icnced diumg 
ti.c present ycai , in *:he upper pro- 
vince* In the i.eighboui hood ot 
Muttra, a large portion of the indigo 
weed, and all the cotton-plant, winch 
■ :\ed the first rig mrs of the season, 
t .! •» latterly been destroyed by the 
l.osl. 

F v?, 4. — A thcadful alum was 

-lu’fil on the •nening of 'liiufsday 
ia-i[, m tin* niu^r.bi-urhood of Knlee. 
A Si'p-v he* 1 n to the Calcutta 
Native mdih.-i (under the influ- 
e, it ; ; -uppo^'d, of a paroxysm of 
riu Uncas ) ^mhed, w uh a draw n tulwar 
ju hi«* h.rsd, the people in the 

street, an l Lid . f k . u t him with ;s fury 
whn h ijt.icr ly diaper »cd the h\ - f ; • i u i - 
;?rs. One unfortunate man v i . killed - } 
hi* head being nearly *>ev« d hum hi-, 

S by a srrtglc Mioke of the weapon, 
ft was unhappily ukdded with 
tat dexterity for which the people 
military cast in this country 
t« so ffemaik.ible. Another was 
carried to the general hospital with 
b.\»h hi^ bunds nearly cue off at the 
wrid. and a dreadful wound on cither 


breast, close to the shoulder. Aftei 
clearing the spot of every human cica T 
tnre, the maniac next turned his rage 
upon the quadrupeds ; and several 
luckless goats had fallen tinder his tul- 
war, before his career was stopped by 
the Burkendavses of the neighbouring 
Cut cherry of the judge of the twenty- 
four Pcrgnnnahs, who at length dr.- 
armed and secured him.— On being 
questioned, his discourse was quite in- 
coherent, and betrayed every mark of 
insanity. 

General Orders by Ills Excellency the 
Vice President in Council. 

Fort William, Flbruary Id.— 
The vice president in council has re- 
ceived, with sentiments of equal con- 
cern and displeasure, the report ot 
further acts of violence and outrage 
committed by some of the cadets 
attached to the institution at Bara- 
sut. 

After a full and impartial investiga- 
tion into the origin and pi ogress of 
those disgraceful transactions, it has 
been satisfactorily shewn to govern- 
ment, that the most conspicuous and 
criminal among those who vote impli- 
cated in them, weie cadet W. D. 
Moused, and ensign J- J A. Fyler. In 
order, therefore, to mark his just serose 
of their peculiaily aggravated miscon- 
duct, the vice president in council has 
determined to suspend them from the 
set vice of the honourable company, 
until the pleasure of the itoqnniablc 
court of directors shall lx* 1 nown, and 
to direct them to proceed tu •England 
by the eailiest opportunity. 

The commander-in-chief is request- 
ed to diiect the remaining tadt „who 
were put in restraint, to be kept under 
close arrest, until a final decision shall 
be passed on their case. 

J. Adams, 

See. to Govt. Mil. Dept. 

Feb. 20. — The last accounts from col. 
Moihiideirsdeiai'hment describe, that it 
had i^iadearetrogade movement towards 
the frontier, for the pnrposejpf protect- 
ing the province of Bundclcund from any 
eventual incursion, which Meer Khan 
might have the hardihood to attempt. 
The Khan was collecting his folio wet* 
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among the hills, and was expected 
shorjtly to commence those predatory 
'operations, which are peculiar to Mah- 
ratt-a warfare. It was understood, that 
colonel Martindell would fake up a 
central position, covering the compa- 
ny's frontier ; while the Madras force 
would advance into the country, and 
:Htack the f«w strong holds which Meer 
Khan possesses. 

Colonel kMartindell’s detachment 
had halted tor the space of thirteen 
days, ill Darrcwar, on the banks*of th* 
Nominee, when? he waited for advi- 
ces from colonel Close. On the ie- 
ceipt of these, he made a movement 
, m advance towards Seronge. Meau- 
wliile, so fai back as the 28th ultimo, 
lJj.it city had been evacuated by Meer 
Khan, who fled on the first news of 
colonel Marti udell's approach. On 
the 10th current, colonel Close en- 
teied the plnce. and took possession of 
it without resistance. On the 15th, 
colonel Martindell was again encamp- 
ed, two miles to the not th of Khem- 
lassa. 

Letters of the 8th current fiom Ser- 
r oor, represent that station as com 
pletely deserted j the whole of the 
Bombay troops serving there, having 
taken the held and marched to rein- 
force the army of colopel Close in 
Malwa. A considerable force, still 
i emu i nod at Poonah. 

On Tuesday last, about 3 P. M. a 
fihe ship of 700 tons,waslnunched from 
tiie dockyard oi Messrs. John Gil- 
moie and Co. in presence of a nume- 
rous concoui.sc of spectators. She 
was yarned the Fairlie, and made her 
d.^cent into the water in a very hue 
s: > it;. 

Fi:n. 22. -The following i # s an ac- 
cuiate account of the ceremonial, at- 
tending the placing of the first stone of 
the Mausoleum at G ; i.t/csvre. 

£>n Friday, the 2Ti December, the 
ceiemony of laying the foundation 
stone of the Mausoleum, to be erected 
over the spot containing the remain^ 
of the Kite most honourable marquis 
Cornwallis? governor-general in coun- 
cil, commander-in-chief, &c. &c. &c. 
look place at Ghazepore. The firing 
of sixty-six minute guns, correspond- 


ing with the number of years attained 
by his lordship, commenced at sun- 
rise ; during winch the detachment of 
troops, that had arrived in cantonments 
the preceding day, from Bennies, 
under the command of major Leslie, 
marchea in oidii.ary time from their 
ground of encampment ; and dressed 
by the guns, at about a quarter before 
the close of the filing of the minute 
guio, at which period, the whole of 
the tioop> advanced towards the exca- 
vation, and t heiii grounding their 
arm-*, the Luropean and native officers, 
with the met., u paired to the >pot, 
where majoi -general Macdonald, at- 
tended by his staff, stood to perfosm 
this ceiemony. At the south west end 
of the foundation, an oblong stone of 
comideiable weight, was suspended by 
a cable and windlass over its proper 
bed j the cement was laid by the 
woikmca, and adjusted by the majoi- 
gcneral, who was pi evented with a 
silver trowel by the dichitect, for the 
purpose. The stone was then lowered 
to its bed, and the plan of the build- 
ing, with the plum, level, and square, 
successively presented to the major- 
general, by major C. Mouat, of engi- 
neers ; with which, having tried the 
stone, and found its position to be cor- 
rect, he laid it in its position, by seve- 
ral strokes with a mallet. The fol- 
lowing inscription, engraved on a cop- 
per-plate, was then inserted bv major- 
general Macdonald, in a cavity that 
had been cut in the s one for its recep- 
tiun. 

. THIS 

MAUSOLEUM 

IS KKECTPD 
IN PURSUANCE OF A 

RESOLUTION 

PASSED AT A GENERAL MEETING OP 
THIS 

INHABITANTS 

Ol- 

CALCUTTA, 

Held on the 2t)’:h of October, ISOS, 
To the following effect: 

Thai, 

In addition to the public mourning, 
Which has been adopted as a public 
Token of the concern felt 
By this settlement, oif 
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The Death of 

MARQUIS CORNWALLIS, 

A 

Mausoleum be erected. 

With the permission 
of Government, 

Over the place of his interment, at 
Ghazcpore, 

As 

A memorial of esteem and reverence 
For his viitues, and of gratitude 
For his eminent service-*. 

The first stone was laid < 
By 

Major-general John M u’donw.p, 
Commanding olficer in this piovincc, 
Bv order of 

Lieut, general Grout ; e Hlwett, 
Commander - in - chief, 

And 

Lender instructions 
From 

The Right Honorable 
Gimvf.rt Loro Minto, 
Governor - general in council, 

On the 22'1 day ot December. 
1NOO. 

Major Cn *rli:s Mou.vt, of engineers, 
Architect. 


An inscription tut in Persian, on a 
stone slab, to a similar elfect, was by 
the major-general placed over the plate 
of metal, containing the English in- 
scription. Mr. Swvedland, commer- 
cial resident, Mr. Ernst, judge of 
Benares court of appeal, Mr. Bird, 
magistrate of Ghazcpore, and Mr. 
R'cketts, collector of government cus- 
toms, including a number of native 
gentlemen, with a numerous assem- 
blage of spectator*, from the town and 
adjacent country, were present during 
the ceremony. 

Fjjb. 24. — On Sunday evening last, 
about 7 P- M. a dreadful fire bioke out 
in the PerutolJah, immediately behind 
4'iretta’s Btlzar, and continued to spread 
destruction for upwards of three hours, 
when it was at length subdued by the 
exertions of the firemen. Some hun- 
dred huts, and one small Pucka dwel- 
iing-humc, were consumed. A grove 
of Cocoa- nut trees also caught the 
blaze, and presented a singular and 


picturesque spectacle. One unfortunate 
Portuguese woman and her child were 
surprised, while asleep, by the flames: 
— and, before they could he extricated, 
the child was burnt to death, and the 
woman so severely scorched, that she 
survived only a few hours. 

Two other fires also broke out in 
different quarters ot Calcutta on the 
evenings of Saturday and Monday, 
but they piovcd less extensive in their 
ravages 

At me sale of the company’s opium, 
which took place on Saturday last, the 
Patna opium brought an average price 
of from ] 5 2 ,3 to 1 505 i upees per chest, 
ami that of Benares, from 1425 to 
140.3 nipt es. 

Ff.r. '20'. — By late letters from Agra, 
it appeals that the robbers in that 
part of the Doonb, had latterly become 
unusually formidable to the inhabitants. 
Two hoises belonging to otheeis at the 
station, had, witlnu the span* of a few 
wavks, been seized fmm the hands of 
their Syces, and can led out of the 
cantonments. In one instance, the 
Syce was knocked down \ — in tin: 
other, severely wounded. 

HKX( JAL 

( )n itm tires j\n' Mun h . 

March .2. — Advices have been 10 
ceived tn»m Sc India’s ramp, of so late 
a date a^ die iSth ultimo, at which 
time that chieftain, with his forces, 
was encamped at a place called Dun- 
noop. 

According to the last accounts re* 
ccived there, Ameer Khan wa- pU e- 
derlng the country, in the* neighbour- 
hood of Oujein. '1'Iie junction ot the 
Bengal and Madras armies, and the 
occupation of Scrooge by colonel Close, 
were known at Dumioop. 

Mahomed Shah Khan, the* principal 
Sirdar in the seivice of Holkar, was 
at the head of a foice of 12/X)0 men, 
ar no great distance iron Scindia’s 
camp, lie had received injunctions 
from Holkar s ministcis, # to lend no 
assistance whatever to Ameer Khan. 
Holkar himself continued quite inca- 
pable of business. 

March 17.— Letters from major 
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Dellamain’s camp, state, that Go- 
paul Sing had again retreated into 
■ the’ mountains, and that the British 
force had taken up a position, by which 
i hey # blockade the entrance of the 
Ghauts. 

The attack made by captain Wilson 
on Gopaul Sing’s position, on the 18th 
ultimo, appears to have failed, in con- 
sequence of the great stiength of the 
ground occupied by the left of the 
enemy. The officers wounded on that 
occasion, were lieutenant de W*al, and 
ensign Agnew, of the Kith Native 
mlantry, lieutenant Aspinwcll of the 
/ ih, and lieutenant Fireworker Tim- 
brel of the artillery. 

•Mahlii 18. — N T u further paiticu- 
iais of the daring lobbeiy , lately com- 
mitted on a public convoy in the neigh- 
houiiiood of Patna, have yet tran- 
sited. The treasure carried away 
on that occasion by the Decoits, 
amounted to 7 1 >000 rupees. The 
hepo;, s wore completely surprised and 
overpoweied ; and, of t lie whole 
twenty-four, who composed the guard, 
not one, it is said, escaped without a 
wound. Three Sepoys were killed on 
the spot. 

Hi* Majesty’s ship Phaeton was re- 
ceived into Nil". Smith’s new dock on 
Tuesday last. The injury which she 
has sustained is of such a nature, that 
her pteservation is looked upon ns 
next to miraculous. At one tune she 
had nearly fifteen feet water in her 
hold, and her situation altogether was 
such, 'that hardly any hopes of saving 
her were entertained. 

A small ship of 300 tons burthen 
wa*’ 1 umched on Tuesday afternoon, 
(mm the dock-yard of Mr. Black- 
imie. She was named the Margaret 
♦irances. 

Central Orders J.oj the honourable the 
vice-president in mr/nil. 

Fort Willmm, Match 21. — ITis 
excellency the commander - in - chief 
having embarked for Fort M. George, 
and major-general St. Leger being me 
senior general officer upon the staff of 
this presidency, the vice-president in 
council directs, that all reports and 
icturns of the troops under the presi- 
dency of Bengal, be transmitted to 


major-general Sr. Leger, at Fort Wil- 
liam, until further orders. 

Major-general St. Leger, is autho- 
rized to appoint a senelary to assist 
him in cm ly ing on the details of the 
army. 

March 2~. — Between twelve 
and one o clot k in the forenoon, 
the Bure presented a singular appear- 
ance. After having passed the Bank- 
shail with furious velocity, a con- 
sideicifde poition of the wave retime d, 
«md rushed, m a contrary direction, 
along with the stieam on the western 
side of the hut. This appear mce 
bis nor been observed pie\ ions to the 
present year 

Extra* t of a letter ft am Han si, Mank 
blh, jyji) 

ff A few days ago, five hoi semen 
stationed at a v.Ila^e about fourteen 
coss fujin hence, heating that a pig 
had been taken b> a tyger, went to 
the spot on foot, where they found a 
lion and lionet feeding upon it; the 
latter, on the patch oi grass being set 
on fire, went orf, but the funner ad- 
vanced slowly towards the men vVith 
his mane and tail erect, at whom they 
lired a volley from t heir match- locks 
with so good an effect, as induced them 
to go up and destroy him with their 
swords, which was accomplished after 
one man had been severely wouuded. 

If The animal w as sent hither, and 
appealed to be a full grown lion, in 
every respect the same as the. African 
one, except t! at the colour ot the 
mane, winch was very thick, is rather 
lighter, 

“A lioness, a few days previously, h3d 
been sent in from Hissan, having been 
killed by a party of horsemen, but not 
without one man and two horses being 
wounded 

The above proves, that lions are 
to be found in India as well as in 
Alrica. 

Letters from Agra mention, that 
the robberies at that station had be- 
come of late so frequent, that scarcely 
a dark night passed without some one 
or other of the officer’s bungalows in 
the cantonment at Nomillah, being 
plundered. 

A family residing a few ^lays, fpr 
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change of air, in the buildings belong- 
ing to Taje Mahl gardens, which are 
encompassed in their whole extent by 
a high wall, were lately attacked by a 
party of decoits, and robbed of the 
principal pat t of their property - s their 
trunks and other portable articles were 
carried off. 

A letter from Agra of the 10th curt, 
mentions several other robberies ; one 
or two of which aie particularized in 
the following terms : 

A few nights since a large gang nf 
thieves made an attack upon the camp 
of horse artilleiy, in the rear of the 
lines at Nomillah. One grass cutter 
was killed upon the spot, and some 
others se\erely wounded. One man 
was so much cut in his aim, that it was 
necessary to amputate it on the follow- 
ing morning. 

M Alien 28. — Recent letters give 
an account of the complete extinction 
of the daring band of freebooters JnteJy 
commanded by the Bundelah chieftain 
Gopnul Sing, and on the renewed 
prospect of sectuity and peace which 
that event holds out to the company’s 
possessions in Bundlecund. This im- 
portant sen ice was accomplished hy a 
detachment of house, headed by lieu- 
tenant-colonel Browne of the 1 st Na- 
tive cavalry, who had proceeded from 
Agra, and assumed the command of 
the force stationed at the entrance of 
the ghauts under major Delnmain 
Gopaul Sing, emboldened by his for- 
mer success, having again ventured into 
the open countiy in quest of plunder, 
was foj tnnatel) overtaken and brought 
to action bv Lent. -colonel Browne, on 
the 19 th current. The British detach- 
ment consisted only of the lstregt. and 
a squadron of the 8 th Native cavalry. 
The whole of Gopaul’s army (amount- 
ing, as supposed, to from 2 to 3,000 
men,) was cut to pieces, with the ex- 
ception only of Gopaul himself, and 
\about 4CMioopers, who fled with him 
lip the ghauts. The loss on our part 
was very trivial indeed : — only one 
trooper killed ; — one jemadar, one 
naick, and four troopers wounded. — 
nine horses killed, and seven wounded. 

The following is a correct account 
of the affair, between a detachment 


of Meer Khan’s force, and a party of 
cavalry, from the army of colonel 
Close. Colonel Close had received 
intelligence, that a body of about 
500 mon in Ameer Khan’s service, 
commanded by the Khan’s brother 
in-law, had taken post to the west- 
ward. He immediately dispatched a 
small party of dragoons in the hope 
of surprizing them. The dragoons 
made a forced march of 48 miles ; halt- 
ing only for one hour during the 
whole ‘journey. They were on the 
point of coming up with the Mahrat- 
tas, when, by some unlucky accident, 
the bugle was sound, d, and the ene- 
my, hearing it, too!, the alarm ; in 
consequence of this circumstance, the 
best part of his horse had time to make 
their escape. The infantry, however, 
to the number of 300, (all of them 
dressed like English sepoys) were over- 
taken, and, with the exception of 
about twenty, were cut to pieces. 

According to late accounts from the 
camp of Dowlut Rao Scindia, that 
chieftain had quitted Ajtncre, and had 
taken up a position, at the point where 
the Khaiee Nuddee falls into the 
Bunas, and tluee or four miles above 
Raj mahl. While at Ajmere, the Ma- 
ha Rajah had been alarmed in the 
night by some commotion among the 
camels and bullocks of his camp 1 H 1 - 
nue, which was consiileied as a matter 
of evil omen. He moved, in con se- 
quence, on the following morning, (af- 
ter having disbursed a sum of 20, OCX) 
Rupees, with a view' to avert the im- 
pending calamity,) and made three 
successive marches to the Sootir.v ml 
In consequence of the presence of his 
army at that season, within the fay- 
pore territories, much devastation w'as 
going on among the gieen crops, agaftfit 
which the Jay pore •Vakeel is said to 
have remonstrated in vain. 

BENGAL 

' Occurrences, for April . 

April 2. — The subjoined account 
gives a detail of the military operations 
in Btmdlecund, from the termination 
of major Kelly’s expedition up the % 
Ghauts, to the period of col. Browne’s 
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late successful rencontre with Gopaui 
Sing’s force. 

On the march of colonel Martin- 
dell’s detachment from Bundlecund, 
major Kelly was recalled from the 
.pursuit of Gopaui Sing, and directed 
to join the main body of the army. 
Captain Wilson, with only the 1st 
, battalion of the 10’th, and two 6-pound- 
ers belonging to that corps, was left 
at the entrance of the <£liauts, for the 
protection of the province. Gopaui 
Sjng, finding that he had wo consi- 
derable force to cope with, again 
descended the Ghauts, with a preda- 
tory party, inferior in number to that 
which accompanied him on his first 
incursion, and entirely without artil- 
lery. On his approach, captain Wil- 
son deemed it prudent to fall back on 
Kokherettee, where he was reinforced 
by live, companies and a gun, under 
the command of captain Dare. He 
advanced again ; and, on the 18th of 
February, came to action with the 
enemy, close to a village named Pc- 
reeiea, about six miles distant lrom 
Kokherettee. The result of this af- 
fair is generally known. Gopaui Sing 
was so strongly ported in the village, 
and was protected on every side by 
such impracticable ground, that cap- 
tain Wilson found it impossible to 
c.ury the position, and was forced to 
retire, after rousideiable loss, leaving 
Gopaui m possession ot the field. On 
tins occasion, several wounded sepoys 
of tjie English party fell into the hands 
of the enemy, who (with a magnani- 
mity the more honourable, as it is so 
rarely to be met with among the chief- 
tians of Hindustan, and in a mere 
adventurer, is almost without example,) 
directed their wounds to be dressed, 
attended, in peison to see that they 
were e <>, fnubly disposed, and sent 
them afterwards under charge of his 
.. own people, with a polite letter, to 
captain Wilson. 

Meanwhile ma^or DoIamain, # \vith a 
squadron of the 3d Native cav dry, 
joinedjhe first battalion of rfte loth, 
and superseded captain Wilson in the 
command ; and Gopaui Sing, having 
by this lime realized pretty consider- 
able collections, returnedlo bis recesses 


above the second range of Ghauts ; 
where he deposited his booty, and con- 
tinued 'watching for a favourable op- 
portunity to make a fresh descent. 

Major Delamain disposed his force 
in the manner best calculated to com- 
mand the approach to the mountains. 
Gopaui contrived, however, to elude 
his vigilance ; and, having dashed sud- 
denly down, the Ghauts, pioceeded 
directly to the cantonments at Ter- 
rowah. He arrived there on the yth 
ultimo, and immediately set fire to 
the bungalows of the officers, together 
with such of the public building* as 
had thatched loofs. On the alarm of 
this incuision, major Morgan, with 
five companies of the 7th Native 
infanriy, was immediately detached 
from Adjeeghur, for the protection of 
the cantonment. He proceeded by 
forced marches, and reached Terrowah 
on the morning ot the 8th, — unfoitu- 
nately a day too late for the preset va- 
tion of the public property of the 
station. The enemy escaped, by the 
rapidity ot his movements ; which 
were the moie easy to him, as his 
force consisted principally in cavalry. 
Such, however, was the precipitation 
of his ret i eat, that he left uninjured 
two of the bungalows, arid the com- 
pany’s bullockshed, as well as all the 
tiled buildings at the station, and the 
out-houses belonging to the officers. 
After quitting the lines, however, Go- 
paui having learned that one of the 
bungalows, which had escaped, was the 
propel ty of captain Wilson, who, on 
a former occasion, had set his own 
campon fue, he sent back a detach- 
ment of thirty men with orders to de- 
stroy it. 

After this exploit, Gopaui took up a 
strong pi it it ion between the villages 
of Dow cal lee and Rvpoor, about 12 
miles distant from Tenovvah, having a 
deep nullah in his front, and the hilts 
in his i ear. There lie remained until 
the l-4th ultimo; when major Mor- 
gan, having first lodged all his baggage 
in the fort of Terrowah, and having 
received a reinforcement of two com- 
panies of the 2d battalion- of the 26th, 
under captain Watson, ‘ from Chittear- 
cote, proceeded to attack lfim. 
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Gopaul held received previous inti- 
mation of major Moiganb intention, 
and made Jus arrangements aceoid- 
inglv. He (Lew oil the whole ot Lis 
infa.-iry, under cover of the jungle, 
which MUKMJuds tie base ot the 
mountains and , ’waited the ..track 
wjiIi Ins ( aval. y only He calculated 
that In* sho'i’d h tv full time to make 
hieiedi at, wild ■ manor Morgan should 
be e )•'. .ged \\\ ita.M-p a ting ids guns 
acii ^ the river Contiarv m his <. \- 
pecuitio:*., hm\n\ r, i lie Inc ot (he 
fj-jumndei s open d on him horn the’ 
oppovn Kr k ; and h*. was cooip Hed 
to ‘■eek sah-tv, bv a pin Milan* f.ybl 
along ti.e m irgin of the lu:N, uubi he 
reached the I\rdw‘ pa-s, v.he.e he 
again lifted and encamped. 

\\ inle the,- events \\» r r y mug h-r- 
wr»:J at the foot or the Ghauts, Go- 
paui's intmtiy, which he had with- 
draw n, prev u ns to the action, passed 
a! i a--- under the hills, and made 
a second attempt on the cantwiinuni ; 
w.v i) the' su.^vikd >n completely 
cie.stt'cing ewiv art. ole of propoity, 
whan p *d e-r •{ ,\1 the fit. *>£ tho/th 
Nor n ‘■ingle lied, nor even a bamboo, 
b'drn.nng to any of the buildings 
(private 01 prMu\) was left standing. 
Then devastations weie no\f duccied 
to the town of Tcvrowah ) which they 
iiad plundered and laid in ashes, betorc 
maj )V Morgan could come up to its 
succour. Tl* inhabitants fled, on their 
tirsl apf loach j leaving, it .s supposed, 
a ver/ lich prize to the leb.d-, — the 
town of Terrowah having always been 
considered as one of the most opulent 
nnd llouriihing in Bondclcund. 

The otluei s of the 20th Native in- 
fantry have suffered very srvon*lv m 
their private property, in consequence 
of these occunences. 

The news of the destruction of Ter- 
rowah were communicated by expiess 
to colonel MaitindcH j and on the 
morning of the 1 1th ultimo, within 
harli an hou? after the receipt of the 
dispa'ch, colonel Browne, with the 
J st regiment of cavalry, marched from 
camp to reinforce the detachment op- 
posed to Gopaul Sing. Col. Browne, 
after a forced maich of 44 miles, came 
up with tke enemy by surprise, near 
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Buchown, (a place about ten miicj du* 
tanl from Adjceghnr,) in the uftcFuouu 
of the li)th. Gopaul had with Him 
about 5 or 000 of his followers, who 
dispersed on the hist charge. Colu- 
nei Biovvne, howev * t, having feiincT 
his party into squadrons, succeeded in 
cubing to pieces about 2.30 of the 
encni). Gopaul himself, with ubuid 
fitly of hhs pioplc, made good his* 
ten cat up the Jeiin t pa.vi. Out loss on 
this occasion has been already staged. 
Gopaul,.. u ja said, had afterwards ral- 
lied Ins juice above the Ghaut *, whi- 
ther inajui Leslie, with Ins battalion, 
had go.e m puisa.t of him. 

1’iic whole force, now in the held 
ag.iinm Gopaul Sing, const -tn oi thice 
icgimcnts of infanuy, commanded by 
majors Morgan, Dclani.iin, and ixslic, 
the whole ol the 1st Native cavahy, a 
squadion of the ;>d, with a gullopei 
attached, and a squadiuii ot the bln. 

Colonel JMartiiideil'si at my was in 
camp at Toatce un the 2-1 ih ultimo, 
having remained there statiouaiy for 
twenty-two days. lb unit account i 
st ite, that colonel Browne had received 
old. is lo rejoin colonel Martmdeil, with 
the least niacheable del ty 

Meanwhile, a cunsideiable force 
had arnve l, to occupy Seronge, on the 
pait of lioikar, in who c name that 
lot Hess had been seized : and it was 
feared that, on the ictieat of our ar- 
my, the place might again fall into die 
hands ot Ameer Khan. 

Blieenpoie Bairee and Chokeyglmr, 
two places taken from the Bhoc/nsla, 
during the late campaign, by t lie 
united forces of Ameer Khan and the 
nnvvaub of Bopanl, have been restored. 

It i s repoi ted, that Runject Sing has 
lately taken advantage of the existing 
Ciunmoiions in the kingdom of Cabul, 
to extend his conquests among the 
dependencies of that empire. 

A committee was some time ago 
instituted at Agia by authority of go- 
vernment, foi the purpose of super- 
intending the repays of that exquisite 
monument of Oriental ait, the Taj 
Mahh 

Appic 3. — On Sunday evening last, 
presently after the cessation of a srnait 
north-wester, two successive shocks of 
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rtn earthquake were? distinctly felt, in 
many pans of Calcutta- and its vici- 
nity. r l he time of the occurrence; as 
noted by different persons, was be- 
tween twenty and twenty-five minutes 
.past seven, and the duration of each 
succession was variously estimated at 
from (j to 30 seconds. The vibrations 
t appeared, at first, to pass in a line from 
noiih-tastto south-west; and then to 
return in an opposite direction. They 
weie almost univet sally pciceptible to 
those who were sitting at the* time in 
the upper apartments of their houses ; 
hut were, in a few instances, observed 
on the ground floors. At one house 
in Gardcn-icach, where a party of 
eleven was silting at dinner, the shocks 
weie \ory strongly felt by three of 
the number, seated at one corner of 
the table, and also by the three other', 
at tlie opposite corner, while they 
pas- ed unobserved by the rest of the 
company. ---Besides the peculiar sensa- 
tion evpenoneed in their own persons, 
bv those who witnessed the phenome- 
non, in many houses, a very distinct 
motion was communicated to the oil 
in the wall-shades, the gcrandoles and 
lamps were seen to swing, and even 
the mirrors (such as were fastened, at 
the upper extremity, with a cord,) 
were observed to vibrate towards the 
wall. In a room on the central floor 
of one of the tin rets of the lower 
mphan school at Howrah, (which is a 
very old and infirm building,) the 
(nice "of the undulations was so consi- 
derable, that a couch on which a per- 
son happened ** to be reclining, was 
njoved on its castors at the hist shock, 
to the distance of nearly a foot from its 
piiginal position close to the wall, and 
was again thrown back to its place by 
the returning su cession. 'lb some 
persons the Vibration appeared to be 
accompanied by a noise', which they 
• describe as icsemblmg the sound of 
mu filed bells. 

Reports from various station^ in the 
lower parts of Bengal, as far up as 
Moorshedabad, mention thS occur- 
rence of a similar phenomenon, near- 
ly about the same hour. By a letter 
from Ramnagur, the vibration is stated 
to have been felt there ut half past 


seven, and to have continued for an 
unusually long lime. At Guttaul, the 
shock was distinctly repeated thrice. 

April 4. — A notification was this 
day published, intimating the intention 
of government to permit country ships, 
under certain restrictions, to proceed 
from hence to England, laden with 
cargoes on account of their respective 
owners. All vessels sailing under the 
terms of this advertisement, are re- 
quired to put to sea previous to the 
^'IJst of May next. The articles v Inch 
they are prohibited from shipping, are 
piece good-., raw silk, indigo, peppci, 
salt-petre, tea, and nankeens. 

That fine ship, the Russell, was 
pui chased, in the course of last wv-ek, 
on account of the Philippine company, 
and is to be employed as their annual 
galleon, for earning on the trade 
between Manilla and Acapulco. The 
pm e stipulated* is 330,000 rupees, — • 
to be paid on delivery ot the ship at 
Manilla. 

The extensive property, belonging 
to the estate of the late Sir. Weston, 
and commonly known b\ the name of 
Tiretta’s Bazar, was sold, at Tulloh’s 
auction-room, on Tuesday last, to 
Joseph Barretto, Esq. for the sum of 
150,1)00 sicca rupees. 

April 5 . — Late nkhbars from Del- 
hi state, that Runjeet Sing was besieg- 
ing the fortress of Moot tan. in the 
province of the same name, that the 
lire from his batteries had dismounted 
many of the enemy’s guns, and that 
he had rejected proposals of compro- 
mise tendered by the r.qah 

Shujah-ul-Moolk, late king of Ca- 
bul, appears itom the last accounts* 
to have been resident in the neigh- 
bourhood of Attock ; but it is not 
said whether as a sovereign prince at 
the head of an at my, or as an humble 
dependent on the rajah of Lahore. 

Ameer Khan, according to the la- 
test advices, was at C In tore ; and ihe 
ministers, both of Holkar and Srimhah, 
had come to the resolution of prevent- 
ing him from joining his army. 

Letters from Bundclcuiul, announce 
that captain WiLon, who, with a squa- 
dron of cavalry, a galloper, two six- 
pounders, and eleven companies of 
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Native infantry, had been detached by 
major Delamain against a stiong hold 
belonging to Gopaul Sing, above the 
soond lange of ghauts, had con )- 
plctoly succeeded in routing and ex- 
pelling the enemy. Major Delimain 
had for some time been up the gh mis, 
in put Min of Gopaul ; — his whole loicc. 
not exceeding ihnteen companies of 
Sepoys, tlree six-pounders, a squadron 
and galloper j while majors Morgan 
a. id I.< »l,e had been po«atd, with their 
corps, to observe Gopaulfs tno\ements 
on the side of the plains. Major ( up- 
p.ige, with .in nildition.il squadn n of 
hiTsc, and three eompames-ot inland y, 
h :d hmcilv marched from Adjeeghnr 
to join m.jor Deiinvun. Jr appears 
tl' .t, in the late affair with colonel 
R.owne, G-.nai'.l Su.g had been cum- 
p'.eVlv tiken b\ siirpiise, being igno- 
rant even ot the fact of such a corps 
hiving been detached ifl quest of him. 
Alter that action, he had succeeded m 
rail) mg iris forces, and had disposed 
them, \s i t h the apparent design of 
cutting off the mutual communications 
between the parties ol RntUh troops 
above and below the ghauts. 

Fhujah-ul-Moolk, the deposed king 
of has found a permanent re- 

fog' - ' in tin*. Seik territories. He had 
rcsid d fur Minn: time at Rdliwclpundcc, 
a pi ice about fifty miles distant from 
the Judos, and had subsequently moved 
to Khnbdoor, about ten miles south- 
east liurn the fort of At lock. He was 
there encamped, with his followers, 
eiilvinihe last month Meanwhile, 
Mahmud Shdi, the usurping pi nice, 
ritichded bv Finn h Khan an i his other 
aul.cients, 1 cm. lined at Cjndihar. 

1 hr emKu y to Cabul, which had 
for s >me time been stationary at Delhi, 
h.itbcin licial!) dissolved and recalled 
by a bae order ot government. 

Atk'L 1 h Ciptjin WiUon has 
succeeded m expelling the enemy, in 
BmulWumd, from Im principal si long 
hold iu the mtuTnucris, — a place named 
Jbugbur. This sen icc was effected 
on »nc 4th current, after a march of 
ifaVaqunon difficulty, retarded equally 
by^t he rugged ness and steepness of the 
axceftf, and by the artificial obstacles 
'whtcb enemy had constructed. 


I’hc entrances of the fort, however, 
being once gained, no further resistance 
was attempted. Gopaul and his peo- 
ple fled precipitately by the opposite 
gib*, and nought shelter in the jungle 
After rasing all the wmik#, and burning 
the stores, the detachment returned to 
Kokherettce. It does not appear, 
that cither patty sustained any loss in 
the course of this affair. 

April ‘1H. On the afternoon of the 
201 J 1 current, a most fuiious tornado 
was expo/ierccd at Cainercolly, which 
passed m a direction from south to 
north, sweeping away every thing be- 
lore it. 'The factor y-hoise was com- 
pletely unroofed, and much of the 
ibrniluie destroyed. Three of the vil- 
lagers lost their lives; and many other 
individuals weie senou-ly injumd. 

By accounts lcceived iu the course 
of last week fiom Agra, it appears, 
that on the 14th cut runt, the city had 
been visited by a hail-storm, equally, 
or even moic, remarkable m itscucum- 
srancLs than the storm which oecuired 
some weeks ago in this pan of Bengal. 
Many liad-sioncs aie said to have fallen 
at Agra, equal in magnitude to the 
mouth of a large wme-gla^s. And, on 
die following morning, innumerable 
birds, stunnevi by tlie hail-stones in 
their d< scent, were found dead about 
the adjacent fields. A similar storm 
was experienced, just about the same 
time, at Allahabad. 

Apmi. 2(). An ambassador from 
the state of Sind, having come round 
from Bombay, on the Tweed pilot 
schoonei, landed at Calcutta some days 
ago. 

The new light- house at Saugor is 
now' completed, and will be iimnc r 
diatoly lighted up, for the benefit of 
the dude v nteriug this port. 

BENGAL 

( hrurrem esj'or May. 

M\y 2 . — A dispatch was received 
at the presidency on Monday last, 
from ihJ? agent of the right honourable 
the Governor General, at Moorsheda- 
bad, announcing the death of his high- 
ness the Nawaub of Bengal, at Ids 
palace beLween ten and eleven o’clock, 
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on the night of Saturday last, the 28th 
of Apri 1 . H is highness is succeeded by 
his eldest son, a youth of between 17 
;riul 1 8 years of age 

The deceased Nawanb was the 
grandson of .fn fleer Ally Kawn, the 
nabob by whom the first revolution, 
in the days ot lord Clive, was effected. 
He was named Babur Jung ; his official 
address was, the Nawanb Nazim ill 
Mulluek, Behader. He had attained 
the Age of ']() years. He succeeded 
to the Musniut on the deafh of his 
father, the late Nizam Nawanb Moba- 
luck ul Dowlah, about 18 or 20 years 
ago, near the close of loid Cornwallis’s 
government. The order of the family 
succession was then dcclaied and for- 
mally piocl.iimcd, with great solemnity, 
and m presence of all the troops of the 
station. 

The nawauh now deceased, was one 
of 12 brothei &, and three sisters, all of 
whom, except himself, are still alive. 
He was the son of Mubaruk ul Dowlah, 
who was the youngest son of Jafteer 
Ally Khawn, and succeeded to the 
inusund at about the age of eight 
years j the last in succession of a long 
train of brothers a notable instance 
of the transitory condition of human 
affairs. Although little more than 
half a century has elapsed, and though 
the nawanb is but the grandson of 
the nawanb Jatfeer Ally, the instru- 
ment of the (rieat Revolution effected 
in Bengal, in 1 7 .0 7 * the power, as well 
as the order of sovereignly then esta- 
blished, appear equally permanent ; 
and is viewed by the people, and sur- 
rounding states, with the same sanctity 
and veneration, as if it had descended 
from primeval limes. 

The nawanb Babin Jung, has left 
two sons. Perceiving eight or ten days 
ago, that his dissolution was approach- 
ing, lie manifested some alarm respect- 
ing the succession to the ai«wntnl, and 
appointed, as far as it was in his power 
lo accomplish, hi* eldest son to the 
nizamut, by seating him on t|^e mus- 
nnd, ni^l articling all the state servants 
to present him with nazirs, ns nawanb 
Nazim. 

A strong detachment from his ma- 
jesty's 2 2 d regiment, and the Native 


troops, in cantonments at Bcrhampore, 
were marched on Saturday, by order 
of general Palmer, into the city cf 
Moorshedabad,to preserve tranquillity ; 
and had there been any design of ex- 
citing tumult or disorder it was effec- 
tually counteracted, by the presence of 
the troops. As a measure of precau- 
tion, the detachment continued in the 
city on Sunday, the date of the latest 
accounts thence. 

The remains of Babur Jung were 
interred on Saturday last, at Jaffer- 
gunge, the burying ground of his an- 
cestors. The ceremony was attended 
by Richard llooke, esq. the agent of 
the rig’.t honourable the Governor 
Gencial by the present nawaub, the 
eldest ‘•on of die deceased, &c. 

May 3. The contradictory ac- 
counts received thiough various chan- 
nels from China, render it diffi- 
cult to determine, whether the release 
of the company's ships, which were 
under embargo in the liver of Canton, 
has been actually brought about by the 
conciliatory disposition of the Chinese 
government, ot by the open defiance of 
their authuiity. A letter, dated the 
3d of Match, from a very respectable 
source, states, in express terms, that the 
fleet sailed on the 1 st of that month, 
u'ithaht their grand chops. The con- 
current testimony, however, of all the 
subsequent advices is, that if the chops 
were not issued in the first instance, 
they were gt anted at some period pre- 
vious to the final dispatch of the ships. 
Subsequent to that evcait, nothing cer- 
tain had occui red, indicative of an 
open tupture between the Chinese 
government and the Committee of 
Supercargoes. On the contraty, it 
would appear, that the points in dis- 
pute between them, had been sgt to 
rest, by an adjournment sine die of the* 
discussion. 

There are accounts, which mention 
the occur! ence ot another affray, 
posterior to that which had been 
the cause of the late embarrassment, 
and threatening consequences of a 
nature equally serious. While 1 he 
snips weie passing down the liver, a 
p .rty of English sailors, Lf is said, 
having gone on shore, for the purpose 
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of burying the corpse of one of their 
comrades, were interrupted in that 
office by a body of Chinese. A scuffle 
ensued, in which one Chinaman and 
one European were killed, and another 
Chinaman dangeiouslv wounded. 

JThe FI.C.’s ship Curfhelk sailed with 
the other Jndiamen from China ; but 
parted from the rest, oil' Poolo A or, 
and proceeded through the Straits, in 
prosecution of her voyage to Bombay. 

Down to the 10th ot March, nothing 
had been effected, either towards the, 
reduction Or the conciliation of the 
Ladrones j whose increasing power 
and encroachments give daily Irish 
subject of dismay to the representative 
of the celestial dv nasty at Canton, an 1 
his conncellors. 

May 4.— During a violent storm 
of rain and hail, winch occurred on the 
night ot the 21th ultimo at Bhaugul- 
pore, the quarter-gaud of the Hill- 
i augers struck by the lightning, 
and burnt to the ground. Eoiiunately 
however, all the sepoys, who were 
present in the building, escaped un- 
hurt. 

The new loan opened at this pre- 
sidency on the 2 ith ultimo, was intend- 
ed toabsoib all tlie loans ni toriuer sear s, 
of which the prinupa) is pa) aide by 
bills on the court ot etuei teas. In ex- 
change for the latter advantage, the 
holders of company’s paper, who bhould 
subscribe the same to the new loan, 
would have a more advanced place on the 
general regi ,ter. 'J hcpronii.v»ory iioies»ot 
1802-3 were ahead) adveiti>ed tm pay- 
ment, and wuuld f/C discharged at the 
treasury on the lit of June, if not 
previously commuted for notes in the 
new loan. And, by a prosecution of 
the same system, then* seemed eveiy 
likelihood. th.*l government would very 
shortly be eu.ibleJ to extinguish the 
whole, of the old public debt, at that 
and the other president it s of India. 

The* canals of Alee Merdan Khan, 
which fur .ilc riy watered the city of 
Delhi, arid the whole traci of country 
from thence to Panniput, but which 
has latterly fallen to rum under the 
moghul alii Mahratta govtinmenis, is 
now umler lepair.s A cotlnuittee of 
officers left Delhi some time ago, to 


survey its remains $ and workmen 
now employed in clearing ‘the whole 
extent of its bed, and restoring the 
aqueducts of solid masonry by which 
it oiiginally held its course ihrough.the 
city. 

May 12. — On the evening of Satur- 
day last, just about the hourof sunset, the 
house of Mr. Strettell, near the south 
extremity of Calcutta, was struck by 
lightning. The course of the fluid 
was traced to a hole in the roof, where 
il entered at the, points of two iron 
crows, which had been left there by 
the biicklayer* employed in finishing 
the rciriee. It passed down the walls 
in two distinct stmams, tearing off the 
placet, Muttering the frames of the 
v'-nouans, and breaking to pieces the 
gla>s. windows in its course. In the 
upper story, the greater Ft ream dis- 
lcxiged some, of the bricks from the 
masonry of the wall, and projected 
them with such force, that they passed 
thiough the whole length of the draw- 
ing-room into a Ijnck jpailment, where 
they ueie found on the floor near one 
of the eastern windows. A small 
stie.im appears to have diverged to- 
w aals one ot the upper corners of a 
huge minor in me second story, strip- 
ping off the plaster in its progicss. It 
could not be traced further, and it is 
.supposed to have re-entered the wall 
close lo the minor. The whole course 
ot the two principal currents, from 
their fii st enhance at the terrace, to 
the points at which they passed into 
the eaith, was tlnoughout distinctly 
marked. i 

The advantages to be expected fiom 
• he use of conductors in protecting 
houses from the effects of lightning, 
have seldom been exemplified in a 
moie striking manner than by the his- 
toiy ot this accident. . It appears, that 
the electric stieam was; in the first in- 
btam e, divided into two branches, by 
the aitiachun ot the iron crows, which 
it found on the summit of the house. 
Each of these streams, in its progress 
lo the earth, followed the direction of 
the nearest w mdowbohs, on me side of 
the boute down which it parsed, doing 
no violence whatever in any part of its 
course, but where it met with non** 
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conducting substances. ' The preserva- 
tioa of Mrs} Strettell and two of her 
children, who were close to the win- 
dows at the time, can only be attri- 
buted to the foi;t Unate influence of 
these iron window-bolts on the direc- 
tion oij|the fluid. 

It is a singular circumstance, that 
ihe shock of this elect lie explosion, 
was so sensibly felt on the opposite side 
of the street, as to dislodge nn adjutant 
uom his pinnacle over one of the gates 
of the government-house, and tb throw 
him on the shoulders of the sepoy een- 
tiiud who was walking below. The 
animal was stunned by the fall, and had 
one of its legs broken. We are happy 
to add', that it was the only serious 
suffeier on the alarming occasion. 

May 1 (). — On Tuesday morning 
last, the right honourable the governoi- 
pcneral landed at I'handpaul Ghaut, 
from the Modes! e fngate. Hisloid- 
ship was received at the landing pi ice 
by the members of the supreme coun- 
t il, the major-generals and the atafV.mal 
the oilier principal civil and muitaiy 
nlti.-ers at the presidency. 

tin Wednesday morning last, an 
Kr.ropcan artilleryman was dreadfully 
wounded in the arm, at the. saluting 
battery in Fort-Williairf, m enme- 
quenco of die explosion of the c ir- 
indge with which he was loading one 
of the guns It was (omul necessary 
-to amputate the limb immediately. 

Another shock of an earthquake 
was .felt at this presidency, ar.d 
throughout the neighbouring countiv, 
at about a quarter be foie 10 o’clock on 
.Sunday evening last. The concussion 
was icpcntcd thrice, and its effects 
were nearly the same as on the former 
occasion. Those, who petcchcd the 
phenomenon, describe the vibrations 
a** of longer continuance than those 
before experienced, but rather inferior 
>H a point of violence. The diiection of 
the shock was from N. K. 

. May 20. — Late accounts state that 
colonel Close, with the whole Ins 
force, bqd left Hoosseinhabad, and 
fallen back towards the company’s 
territories. 

Cqlonel Martindell, with the Bengal 


detachment, still kept the field at 
Tearce. 

The prodigious host of followers, 
whom Ameer Khan has attracted to 
bis standard, begin already, it would 
seem, to prove burthensome to their 
master. His coffers had been found 
inadequate to the wants of the many 
necessitous ad\entuicrs, who compose 
that motley body. And it was not 
until the end of April, that he was 
able to quit the banks of the Berus, 
(a small river, which takes its rise in 
the Oudipoor lake, and falls into the 
Bunns,) and to proceed on his march 
to Nuiudwara. At the latter place, 
he proposed to settle the affairs of 
Ond ‘pour. 

On the 7^h current, Dowlut Rao 
Scindea, with his fosce, was encamped 
half way between Oonenra and Rani- 
poura ; and, as far as could be judged, 
had no present intention of quitting 
that part of the country. The decided 
movement of Ameer Khan towards 
Oudipoor, had dissipated his apprehen- 
sion of any immediate \ isit from that 
chieftain or his Pindarces ; and he was 
taking advantage of the inrenai of 
tranquillity and confidence, which that 
movement afforded him, to renew his 
demands on the Jaypme rajah, for the 
arrears of the coninbuthn, which lie 
has so long claimed tioin that poten- 
tate. 

Letters from Or.de mention that 
Rosheh Khan, a refractory Zc-nnndar, 
in the dominions of thfcnawaub vizier, 
who for some time had distuibed the 
peace of that part of the country, had 
been taken and brought in, by a de- 
tachment of Biitbli troops from Ba- 
ri. illy. 

A letter from Secrora of the G'tb, 
states, that the temperature .was 
t lien so mild in the cantonments there, 
that few had yet resorted to ihe use of 
tatees. During the whole of April, 
ihe air hacl been refreshed by frequent 
showers; and, neither in that quarter, 
nor in any part of Hindustan, does it 
appear the usual hot winds of these 
months had been sensibly experienc- 
ed. 

Jn this part of Bengal, however, the 
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Monsoon has, at length, set in with 
considerable violence; and, after a 
continuance of about five or six days, 
has brought with it a deluge of rain, 
accompanied by that slate of the at- 
mosphere and appearance of the sky, 
which are the usual precursors of the 
regular wet season. 

On Saturday last, C. T. Metcalf, 
Esq. left this presidency by dawk for 
Banda; whence he will proceed, by 
the shortest route, to Scindea’s camp, 
for the purpose of receiving charge qf 
the residency at that court, from 
Graeme Mercer, Krq. who proposes to 
return to Europe by the first ships of 
the ensuing season. 

Richard Parry, Esq. being compelled 
by the state of his health, to return 
fromlleucoolen tot Bengal, is to be suc- 
ceeded in the otfice of resident at Fort 
Marlborougli, by William Parker, Esq. 
at present one of the commissioners 
for investigating the debts of his high- 
ness the nawaub of A root. 

On Thursday morning last, about 
eight o’clock, a body of Nativecaulkers, 
to the number of about forty, proceed- 
ing across the river to their usual work 
in Mr. P.Uckmorc’s dock-yard, having 
crowded together into one of those 
small boats, which usually ply at the 
ghauts, the boat was suddenly upset by 
a liolent gust of wind, and the whole 
ot t lie passengers precipitated into the 
rtver. The weather at this lime was 
extremely boisterous and ihc sea so 
high, that, though the accident occur- 
red within a snort distance of the 
opposite shore, not one of these un- 
fortunate people could, by hts own 
exertions, have gamed the land. By 
the aid, however, of the boats, which 
were passing at the tune, and of others 
which put oil from the dock -yard, 
those, who lead •sufficient strength to 
keep themselves afloat, were preserved. 
The rest (to the number of about ten* 
in all) were totally lo<!t. The boat, in 
which they were, wa» carried away by 
the current, and has not since been 
seen. 1 — -*■— — 

BENGAL 

Occurrences for June . 

June 20.— The army, lately com- 


manded by colonel MartindelJ, at 
Tearee, has finally broken up $ and, the 
several corps have set out for their* 
respective csuitonments. 

All the temporary staff appoint- 
ments in Rundelcund have been done 
away ; and the light companies jof the 
2d battalion of the 14th, and 1st bat- 
talion of the 6th Native infantry, at 
present forming part of major Kelly's 
light infantry battalion, have received 
orders to join their respective corps. 

The' detachment of artillery, under 
captain Batline, returns from Bautle- 
cund to Allahabad. 

Captain Sydenham, of the Madras 
establishment, having resigned the 
honourable company's service, and 
quitted flydrabad, lieutenant Charles 
Bussell has been left in charge of that 
residency. Henry Russell, Esq. returns, 
to Hydrabad, on the arrival of colonel 
Close at Poonah. 

On Wednesday morning last, the 
right honourable the governor-ge- 
neral held a public levee at the govern- 
ment-house. The members of coun- 
cil, judges of the supreme court, the 
civil and military officers stationed at 
the presidency, together with most of 
the principal inhabitants of Calcutta, 
attended on^he occasion. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Fot t - William , June 5, 1811. 

We, the governor-general in council 
for the management of the affairs of 
the united East India company, do 
acknowledge and declare our good 
fiiencl and ally the nabob S)ud Zyne 
Oo Deen Alii Khan to have succeeded 
to the Subahdarry of these piovinces, 
in winch we will assist and support him 
to the utmost of our power ; and we 
also hereby require and command all 
persons within, or belonging to, our 
jurisdiction, and we do desire all 
persons, our friends and allies, to ac- 
knpwJedge t he s^iid nabob Syud Zyne 
Oo Deen Alii Khan as Subhahdar of 
these provinces. 

Published and proclaimed, by order 
of the governor-general in council, 

N. B. Edmonstdne, 
Chief sec . to govt, 
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Fort- William, June 5, 1810. 

The right honourable the govornor- 
•general in council has been pleased to 
direct, that a sdute of nineteen guns be 
fiied # f'roni the ramparts of ForuWil- 
licun, at tv/elve o’clock this day, in 
honour of tiie accession of his highness 
the nabob Syud Zyne OoDecn Ally 
Khan, to the musnud of the three pro- 
vinces, and that the above proclama- 
tion be n «ul at the head of all the 
t loops in garrison, at sunset this even- 
ing, under a salute of three v^llies of 
inusquetry. 

N. B. Edm on STONE, 

Clue/’ see. logout. 

June C). — The meuMimle accounts 
f»t>m Canton are favourable. Cotton, 
it is uudeistood, was at thirteen tale 
l fcr pecul j and opium had latterly' e\- 
pc»iencerl a quick sale, at an advanced 
juice. 

Two of the principal Lridrone chiefs, 
with their junks, and a body of about 
17,000 pirates, had accepted the 
terms profit red by the Chinese go- 
vernment, and had returned to their 
allegiance. The other squadrons still 
continued formidable, and prosecuted 
their Icpiedations in the river of Can- 
ton as befoic. 

It appears that an English schooner, 
called the Hope, commanded by cap- 
tain King, had been taken on her voy- 
age from Penang to Rangoon, by a 
fleet of Bui mah prows; an 1 , after a 
detention of nearly two months and a 
half, during which lime the cabin was 
plundered, and the conritaauder kept 
under constant restraint, her redemp- 
tion had, \t ith great difficulty, been 
clfe» ted. 

Letters from Bundlecund announce 
that major Kelly had resumed the com- 
mand at Kckkcrnottec, and had taken 
up an advanced position on the south 
bank of. the Meerhassen river, for the 
purpose of observing Gopaul Sing. 
I'he fotee of that chieftain was suppos- 
ed to be considerably reduced j aud he 
had not for some time shewn hiidstif 
in the plains. It was expected, •how- 
ever, thaf, after the conclusion of the 
rainy season, if not at an earlier period, 
he would again be brought into con- 
tact with our troops, 

Vol. 12 


Ju nr 10 . — Major Delatnain’s de- 
tachment, consisting of thirteen com- 
panies of Native infantry, two squa- 
drons of horse, and half a company of 
pioneers, with three six-pounders, and 
two gallopers, marched out of the dis- 
trict, cm the 24th ultimo. The force 
left under major Kelly's command, 
consists only ot the light infantry bat- 
talion, (now reduced to the five light 
companies, belonging to the several 
corps on duty in Bundlecund,) two 
companies of the 7 th Native infantry, 
afid a squadron of cavalry, with two 
six-pounders and a galloper. 

The honourable Mr. Elphinstone, 
and the gentlemen of h»s suite, were 
at Nujeena, on the 7 *h of May, on 
their tour through Rohilcund. .They 
had renounced all intention of return- 
ing to Delhi j and proposed to pro- 
ceed, by Rampoor and Bareilly, direct 
to Futtyghur, where boats were held 
in readiness to convey them to the 
presidency. 

June 11 . — A meeting of the pro- 
prietors of the bank of Bengal was held 
at the Bank on Monday last, when a 
statement of the accounts of the bank 
was laid before them. From th«se it 
appears, that the profits of the bank, 
during the period of four months suc- 
ceeding the payment of the last half 
yeaily dividend, are at the rate ot ru- 
pees 8 15 3 j'cr cent, per annum, on 
the capital stock ot the bank. 

On Sunday last, about mid-day, a 
number of straw- huts, and several 
small brick dwelling-houses, situated 
near the Bow- Bazar, were consumed 
by fire. The conflagration broke out 
in the hut uf a Native cow-keeper* 
and continued to spread for several 
hours in a northerly direction, with 
uncommon fury. One Native woman 
los-t her life. 

June id — The City of London from 
Beiicoolcn, brings advice of a very 
smart action, maintained by the brig 
Daphne, captain Holl of Calcutta, 
against a French schooner privateer, 
catrying two eighteen pounders, and 
having on board a complement of sixty 
Europeans. This afifair happened near 
Padang, where the Daphne arrived on 
the 23d of April. The privateer was 
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compelled to sheer off, after having 
lost several of her men. No person cn 
board the Daphne was in the least 
injured, nor did the vessel herself sus- 
tain any material damage. 

The above piivatcer had pievioosly 
captured, between Tappnnooly and 
Nattall, a small English brig, named 
the Buchanan, belonging to Madras. 
She had also cut out from the latter 
port, two laden chuleahs, the property 
of Mr. Prince. 

June 17. On the afternoon of the 
31st ultimo, the whole right wing of 
the new barracks at Meerut, occupied 
by his majesty’s 17th regiment, were 
consumed by fire. 

June 20 . Her highness the Begum 
Sumroo arrived at Meeiut about the 
hitter end of May, and remained there, 
on a visit to major-general Fuller. 

His highness the n^waub vi/ier | 
returned to Lucknow, on the 1st cur- 
rent, from his annual hunting excur- 
sion. His highness enteied his capi- 
tal, with great pomp, on the following 
day. 

Extract of a letter from sldjecghur in 
Bundekund . 

sfdjeeghur, June 10, 1810. 

€r A most dreadful accident hap- 
pened here yesterday, which nobody 
can account for. A magazine, con- 
taming an immense quantity of ammu- 
nition, found here when the fort fell, 
blew' up with a most tremendous ex- 
plosion. A prodigious shower of stones 
immediately followed t lie ciadi ; and, 
in their descent, killed seven men, and 
wounded many more. No European 
was much hurt.” 

BENGAL 

Occurrences for July, 

July 7- The late nkhbars stale, that 
Skuja-ul Moolk, the deposed king of 
Cabul, is again in force upon the In- 
dus ; and that Rnnject Sing had re- 
turned, with his army, fmm Mod tan 
to Lahore. - 

The Cape packet is the first vessel 
which has been fitted out from Calcut- 
ta for Amboyna, since the reduction 
of that settlement. She left the river 
on Tuesday last. 


W. B. Martin, Esq. of this establish- 
ment, has been appointed, by govern- 
ment, to the office of resident at Am- 
boyna, and will proceed thithei, by an 
early opportunity. 

July 8. The rains have at length 
fairly set in, in this pai t of Bengal j 
and though they have hitherto been 
more scanty than might have been ex- 
pected, the apprehensions of famine, 
excited by the extraordinary and long- 
continued drought of the season, aie 
entirely done away. 

At Rung pore. Mynporee, and other 
stations to the eastward, the fall of 
lain has been more abundant than m the 
neigh bom hood of Calcutta ; — so mtu n 
so indeed, that the indigo plant in these 
districts has suffered considemhlv from 
the inundation. The let it 1 s from the 
upper provinces, on the oilier hand, 
and from the \scstwaid, as far down ;; 
Eeerbhoom, complain, that in conse- 
quence of the cont inued hot winds at d 
patching weather, the indigo planter*, 
whose weed was icadv foi cutting, 
could not procure a sufficient quantity 
of water to commence ti'e manufacture. 

The dividend now due to the pf o- 
pi tutors of the bank of Bengal, for the 
half year tcrmuptit.g on the 30' h of 
June, 1 is at the rate of iupe(.i 
3. 14. <). per u nt. per annum, cm 
the capital Mock of the hank. 

On Monday i 1st, at 2 1\ Al. the new 
ship of 800 tons, built at Mr. Smith s 
dock-yard, on account of captain Win. 
Henderson, was launched' mio the 
Hoogly ^ presence ot a numerous 
concourse of spectators. She was 
named the Co; n\\ all. She is deemed a 
very tine model , and is finished in a 
masteily manner. She cairics at hei 
bow, a line figure head of the I'nnce 
of Wales, di eased in his full robes a a 
Duke of Cornwall. 

The man belonging to tho pilot ser- 
vice, who was sent to the general hos- 
pital about two days ago, on account 
of a wound which he received from a 
shark in the river, is in a fair way of 
recovery. The man was standing care- 
lessly in the water, with dhly one-half 
of his body immersed, when he was 
seized by the animal. It fastened the 
teeth of its upper jaw in one of his 
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hips, while those of the under jaw 

f iltered the flesh of the opposite thigh. 

fe was near the shore, and extri- 
cated himself without assistance. 

Jo by 9. The following detailed 
narrative of the late rencontre between 
the Daphne ol Calcutta, and a French 
privateer, otF the West Coast of Su- 
matra, is taken from a letter of cap- 
tain Holl, commander of the Daphne. 

€€ I went into Soosoo on the 11th 
April, where I had the vexation to 
hear, that an American brig, *with 
44,000 dollars from Philadelphia had 
been taken out of Laboonagee, by a 
French privateer $ where the afore- 
mentioned news were confirmed to 
me, with these additions, viz. that the 
privateer was a three masted schooner 
with two 12 pounders forward, rowing 
30 oars, with 60 men, 6 swivels and 
small arms, and that she had left the 
place six days before, in quest ot the 
Buchanan, said to be at Tampatua, and 
that the captain had said, he intended 
sailing for the straits of Malacca. Al- 
though I suspected the very reverse of 
what he expressed to be his real inten- 
tions, yet, as there appeared every 
probability of his return, (at least to 
these ports,) I thought it most pru- 
dent to leave this part of the coast, 
and go the outside passage, round 
Manselar and Baniack to Natal. At 
Natal I arri\ed on the 2 1st instant 
(April.) at day light, and, seeing a 
vessel at anchor off Durian point, 
(which weighed immediately as she 
saw ns,) exactly answering the de- 
scription we had received of the pri- 
vajteei, I hauled out again, and deter- 
mined on pi weeding immediately to 
the southward to Padatig, and to fore- 
go the market I expected heic, rather 
than to run the risk of meeting with 
the piivateer. 

<f At noon on the same day, standing 
down with a fresh northerly wind 
between Pooloo Baniack and the island 
Pagiong, 1 saw a sail coming down to 
windward, under two square sails ^ud 
a jigger ; biit as we seemed to outiuu 
her, and imagined we had let: the 
privateer in Natal roads, we did not 
pay her much attention. At day light on 


the 22d, being about 4 leagues to 
the W. N. W. of Pooloo Toojoo, (t. e. 
about 10 leagues N. W. of Padar.g,) 
we saw a vessel astern, which 1 con- 
cluded to be the same, although she 
had now top-sails and top gallant sails 
set. At three P. M. being nearly be- 
calmed, the stranger seemed to near 
us faster than his sails could bring him, 
and in consequence I sent an officer 
to the mast head, with a glass, who 
soon perceived his sweeps. Being 
now convinced of our evil fortune in 
falling in with the vessel, which I had 
incurred so much trouble and loss to 
avoid, and having every expectation 
of being perfectly becalmed I thought 
it best to put on a good countenance, 
and take advantage of the light airs 
we then had, to keep the wind of him. 
In consequence, at four P. M. we 
shortened sail, lacked, and, with almost 
jess than a breath of wind, continued 
(under the blessing of Gon) to keep 
him to leeward. At half past five, fired 
a shot and showed our colours. But 
the shot falling short of him a little 
way, we stood fast, when he used his 
utmost endeavours to cross out hawse. 
At twenty minutes before six, having 
got two guns to bear on him, kept 
up as constant a fire as we could from 
them, which he returned from his two 
bow guns, keeping away occasionally 
to give us his swivels and small arras, 
which brought him more aboam, 
where our other gun opened upon 
him. 

At 10 minutes before six he was 
within hail, and we expected he would 
lay us on board every moment, but 
he received three such effective dis- 
charges, successively, from the three 
guns, that his people were driven 
from their oars, and his decks, which, 
on his coming on, were crowded with 
men, seemed to be deserted. From 
the crash which we heard, on the 
close discharge of our guns, and from 
the cries of his people, as well as 
from seeing some of them go over- 
board, there is reason to think, ho. 
suffered gieatly. At 15 minutes after 
mx, he -»hot awav upon our larboard 
quarter, when tfie Daphnfc beiqg per* 
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frctly becalmed and immoveable, we 
wcie enabled to get the guns to bear 
on him. He then pulled away astern, 
and, as it pleased Heaven, we were 
no more troubled with him, although 
we were becalmed until i2 o’clock, 
P. M. a pretty convincing proof, that 
he was sick of his attempt. I was 
on the point of hailing him, when 
he shot upon our quarter, (from the 
confusion and astonishment they seem- 
ed to be in,) to strike to the Rrjtish 
flag, but, lecolleeting that all our 
powder horns were empty, except one, 
all the shot on deck expended, and 
the \essel not under command, it 
appeared to be mo-st prudent, not to 
irritate his sense of honor, but to 
avail ourselves of the respite he seem- 
ed inclined to give us, to put ourwLes 
to rights, and provide for a second 
attack. The Almighty seems to have 
fought for us, as I have not a man 
hurt, and, as far as I yet know, scarcely 
a rope-yarn touched. The only da- 
mage we seem to have sustained, is 
in our ulwark, which is partly blown 
away, from the training ot our guns. 

“ It appears, the privateer had cap- 
tured the Buchanan, and had cut two 
roasting vessels out of Natal toads, 
the day before my arrival there. 

i( The privatetr was informed of the 
Buchanan being in tint quarter, by 
a Frenchman commanding one of the 
king (jf Acheen’s brigs, lying at La- 
boo ungee, at the lime she came in, 
and I am well informed, that the pri- 
Vdtccrs on this coast, ait* in constant 
habits of communication with the.se 
men, and obtain every iufoimation 
hum them.” 

Advices from Berar, received by 
the way of Bundelcund, state, that the 
tioops of the rajah of Nagpore have 
lately been engaged in ai. unsuccessful 
attack against the foiim*., <,i Curtail 
Kotah, belonging to au independent 
chieftain, named rajah Murdcn Sing. 
On this occasion, the Boonsolahs are 
.stated to have sustained a loss of 100 
rpen killed, and 200 wounded. Mur- 
den Sing having proved a more foimi- 
dable enemy than the Court of Berar 
had c expected to cope with, it was com- 
monly reported, that Saadut Ali Khaa 


was about to take the field, with a 
force of 10,000 men, for thepiirpo.e 
of conducting the siege of Gumli 
Kotah in person. The place was 
strongly garrisoned, and well supplied 
with provisions and ammunition. 

Major Kelly, with his detachment 
from Kokkeroottee, has taken up an 
advanced position at Lohaigo ig, abo\e 
the ghauts, where he remained on the 
30th ultimo. Gopaul Sing, when la 4 
heasd of, was'at the village of Nani', 
at no great distance Item the Biiti.di. 
party. 

On the morning of the 2()th ultimo, 
a strong and well-equipped party was 
detached from major Kelly’s camp, 
fur the purpose of dislodging a body ot 
Gopaul’s people, who had taken post 
in a small fortified house situated in the 
centre of the jungle. 

The native advices fiom the Punjab 
mention Shnja-ui-Mulk, the deposed 
king of Calm], was again on the banks 
of the Indus, in considerable force. 
The ukhbarsadd, that he had succeeded 
in assembling an army of Dooratmees, 
and Affghan9,with whom he had taken 
the field, and had set out for Peshour, 
with the design of attempting another 
struggle for his throne. The 
same accounts state, that great dist i c>s 
for money prevailed in the camp of 
his rival, Mahomed Shah, and that the 
troops of the latter were much m 
arrear j an observation, which is gene- 
tally applicable to the camps an8 troops 
of alloiieutal potentates. 

Runjecr Sing had not prosecuted his 
operation against the fort of Mool an. 
Some arrangements seem to have been 
effected with the iflj.ih of th.it princi- 
pality, through the nominal medial ion 
of Shuja-ul-Mulk ; B ^n consequence of 
which, Runjeet, accompanied by his 
army, had returned to Lahore.- 

July 10. — Late letters from the 
north-cast frontier of Bengal, notice a 
slight disturbance in that quarter, con- 
nected with some local dissensions in 
the neighbouring kingdom of Assam* 
A rebel chieftain, belonging to the 
latter state, having usurped the inheri- 
tance of his brother’s family, had con- 
trived to obtain the secret support of 
the rajah of Bisnee, an extensive land- 
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holder, who, besides territories he owns 
within the company’s provinces, has 
considerable in the adjacent Bootan 
country. To prevent the Burrapooken 
of Assam, from restoring his brother’s 
heir to'the estate, of which he had de- 
prived him, this chieftain sent the boy, 
accompanied by his mother and sister, 
into t e custody of Bisnee rajah j and, 
af the same time, committed his own 
wife and children to the rajah’s protec- 
tion. The party entered the British 
territories, escorted by some men, de- 
puted for that purpose, by the Bisnte 
rajah, and accompanied by an elephant, 
the property of the despoiled family, 
which the usurper intended as a pre- 
senr to his coadjutor. The Rannee, 
however, privatelycontrived to dispatch 
this elephant, under charge of {her De- 
wan,to the care of the officer command- 
ing the British outposts at Jagagapah. 
The elephant was seized on the road by 
the Bisnee people. But early intima- 
tion of the circumstance being con- 
veyed to the officer in question, he im- 
mediately dispatched a Havildar’s party 
for the protection of the property. In 
the mean time, the elephant was 
rescued and brought in by a party of 
police Burkundasses from the Tannah 
at Goalparah. On the night previous 
to the arrival of the party frojn Jaga- 
gapah, the Bisnee people, alarmed by 
the discovery of the transaction, sent 
back the boy and his mother, to the 
usurper, on the other side of the Brah- 
mapootra. • The sister; however, re- 
mained] and, on the arrival of the 
sepoys, she took advantage of some 
remissness on the part of her attend- 
d.ints, to fly from their custody, and 
throw herself on the protection of the 
British paity. 

The Havildar, having no orde s on 
the subject, declined to interfere. 
The unfortunate girl was then pur- 
sued by her female attendants, no, 
wi fa five or six of the men, present]) 
overtook and seized her, just as she 
was passing a small “stream, width 
Jay across the road. A struggle*en • 
sued j durit/g which one of the ruf- 
fians thrust her head under water, 
and attempted to drown her. She 


was only rescued from this situation 
by the prompt assistance of the Ha- 
vildar and Burkundasses who knocked 
down the assailant, and compelled 
the others to desist from their purpose. 
She threw her arms round the Ha- 
vildar, int renting him to save her, 
and saying that she would certainly 
be put to death, if she was taken, 
and that on no consideration whatever 
would she return to Assam. The 
man was moved by her situation j and, 
though sm rounded by a crew who 
thitarened violence to himself, his 
presence of mind, aided by a very 
manly appearance, enabled him to 
baffle their menaces, and to conduct 
the lady in safety to Goalparah. There 
she remained under the protection of 
the police, at the date of these ac- 
counts. The Bisnee Rajah had de- 
puted a Vakeel, to claim the elephant, 
and had sent a party to seize his agent 
at Goalparah, on account of his re- 
missness, in neglecting to forward to 
his master an early intimation of the 
transaction. In the mean while, the 
matter had been made a subject of 
correspondence, between the magis- 
trate at Rungpore and the Assam go- 
vernment, — the result of which would 
probably determine the fate of the 
parties. 

letters from the Rungpore district, 
of the end of June, slate, that the 
Bhramapootra had risen, at that time, 
nearly twenty feet above its usual level, 
and, with the exception of a few 
spors of high land, the who’e coun- 
try about the frontier was overflowed. 
The plain opposite to the lines at 
Jagagapah, was navigated by boats. 

In the Jessorc district, the drought 
still continued, in such a degree, as 
materially to impede the operations 
of the Indigo- manufacturers, who were 
unable to procure sufficient water for 
the maceration of their weed. 

COLLEGE OP EpRT W r ILLI AM , July 10, 
TENTH ANNUAL EXAMINATION, 
PERSIAN. — First Class. 

1 Priusep, books value 500 rupees, and a 
medal. 

‘J. Bird, ditto, 50 rupees, and a medal* 

Si’&tnd ( 

3, Molony. 4. Barwell, C. R« Pro- 
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cher. 5. Patton. 7. Hariogton. 8. Bay- 
Icy. 0 . Trotter, A. 

Third Class. 

10. Curtis. ll.Tytlcr. 12. Grant- 13. 
Melville. 1-1. Jennings. 15. Nubct* 16. 
Blagrave. 17. Sparks. 18. Smelt. 19- 
Lcwin. 20, Scott. 

Taurlh Cla^s. 

21, Whish. 22, MiddfPton. 

ABSENT FROM EXAMINATION. 
Calvert, Smith, F. I*. Petrie, Boldero, 
sick. Stot-kwcl an,l Fraser, attended, but 
retired without being examined. 

ARABIC. 

1, Bird, y, Tvtitr. 

HINDOOSTANEE. f 

1, Bird, hooks value .'00 rupees, nnJ me- 
dal. 2, Prinsep, ditto, 250 rupees, and 
medal. 

St\ onJ ('lass. 

3, Molony 4, Trotter, A 5, Bay ley. 
6, J tunings 7, Harwell, C. R. 8, Har- 
rington. 9, Bagrave 

/ ,#* a A Ins*. 

10, Curtis, 11, Calvert 12, lane 13, 
Nisbet. 14, Tytler. 15, Belli If., Par- 
ton 17, Grain 18, Sparks 10, Smile. 
20, Kennedy. 21, Meivine. 22, '1 rotter, J. 
23, Scott. 

/ mv fa f *iifi s\ 

21, Stockwcll. 25. Lcwin. 2f», I>ie\v. 
2”. Whi»h 'J?', Brooke. 20, luaser SO, 
Morley. til. Middleton Petrie 33, 

l'orde 31, Harwell, A. C 05, Oibscn. 
ABSENT FROM EXAMINATION. 
Smith, I-. C 

BENGAL El.. 

/v ; st Clas*. 

I, Po/chcr, hooks va’ue 500 rupees, and 
wetial. 2, Belli, ditto, and medal. 3, Bird, 
do. 4, Pniiicp. 

S’l VOtut ( l rS s. 

5. Calvert. G, Lcwin 7, Bane, 8, Ken- 
nedy. 

Thi'-d CK V. 

9, Brooke. jU, TVutttr. 11, Whi«h. 
Ion * h * 

12, iVIorley IS, Blagrave. 14, lord. 
15, C'h«on. 10, JD/evv. 

ABSENT’ FROM fcXAMFNA’l ION. 

Bar will, A C. Peti.e and Fraser at- 
tended, but retired with mi bring examined. 
PERSIAN WRITING. 

L Grant, books value 2ih> rupees, and a 
medal. 

2, Piimcp, books value 2C0 rupees, and 
me la I 

3, Middleton. 4, Wbidi 5, Kennedy. 

A specimen of the Nu»kh ilufaiUr was 

also presented hy Mr. fthtgravc, who ob- 
tained the firslt prize for Niistalcck writing 
at a former examination. 

KAGREE WRITING. 

1* Blagrave, N B. obtained the first prize 
last year. 

2, Grant, books value 200 tupee 9 , and a 
medal* 
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BENGALEE WRITING. 

1, Blagrave, books value 200 rupees, and 

medal. * 

2, Whish, books value 200 rupees, and 
medal. 

Medals of merit are awarded to 
Messrs, Molony and Porcher, t^r pro- 
ficiency in the Persian language, to 
Mr. Bird, for pi »ficiency in the Arabic 
language, to Messrs. Molony and Bay - 
ley, for proficiency in the Hindoos!. <nee 
language, and to Messrs. Pitcher, 
Belli, Bird, and Prinsep* for proficiency 
in thd Bengalee language. 

By order of the council of the 
college, 

W. Hunter, Secret ary. 

July 1 1 . On Saturday fast, account* 
were received fiom Kedgeu-e, of 
the loss of the ship Sir Edward I’el- 
k-w, eapr. Stevens, bound out from 
the river, on a voyage to China. The 
following is a coircit .statement of fhe 
paiticular^ of this lov* 

At noon, on the 4th July, the Sir 
Edward Fellow wc . ' tiom S:m,or, 
and worke • down cilia rn*l, with the 
wind at South East ; at f >w water, 
anchored in half four faili« die 
reef-buoy bearing S S. W j 

or 4 mile*. At midnight, the tide 
answering, weighed urut worked down 
channel j at A M on ibe 5th, pasted 
to windward of the rcef-buo) j at 2 
A. M. tacked on the N. E. wind as 
above; at 3, aea»n tacked in a half 
six fathom ; Eastern chan ml lying out 
S. by VV. and S. S. W. At this time 
it appeared from the deep sea lead, 
that the ship was making a S. W. 
course j and at day light, on the same 
morning (5th July) the ship struck 
on the Eastern sea reef, in a quarter 
less four fathoms $ the second time she 
struck, she unshipped her rudder ; a 
spar was rigged out astern, as a. sub- 
stitute for a i udder, and she continued 
to beat over the reef, in a quarter .less 
three fathoms, and deepened into seven 
in, the South channel, where she was 
anchored. The ship having at this 
time nine feet in her hold, was neces- 
sary to keep all the pumps incessantly 
at work ; and as the situation of the 
people on board became imminently 
perilous, the boats were got out, and 
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secured astern, with a long scope of 
rope. 

In this state, of things f it was deter- 
mined to proceed, if possible, to the 
Northward, to save the Jives of the 
persons on board. Wirh that inten- 
tion, tlic fore top-sail, foresail, jib, and 
fore top-mast-stay-sail, were set, and 
the cable cut, on which the ship deep- 
ened into nine fathoms still in the South 
channel. The water at this time, had 
increased to 15 feet 4 inches, and the 
ship so much water logged, that she 
would not fall off more than S. W. and 
S W. by S. wind South East; shoal- 
ing on the long sand, the anchor was 
again let go, and a whole cable veered 
out, when the ship bi ought up in six 
fathoms. 

Finding every exertion unavailing, 
and all hope of saving the ship being 
now at an end, it was unnecessarily 
endangering the lives of the people to 
remain longer with the ship. At 10 
A. M. on the j th July, Mr. Bason, the 
pilot, with Mrs. Stevens, and seven of 
the ship’s new, went on boaid the 
cutter -j and after much exertion and 
difficulty, arrived off Been ool/on the 
evening of the same day, and anchored 
off the creek. Next morning, the 
cable unfortunately parted, and the 
b ut dro\e on shore, where she itume- 
di iielybiiged, and the persons on board, 
weie obliged to quit the boat and come 
on shore, as the sea beat over them 
with violence. The Rajah of Beer- 
rool supplied the sufferers with such 
conveyance as he could command, and 
the party set out toi Oontai, where, 
o.n their ai rival on the following day, 
they were received with the utmost 
kindness and attention by the resident. 
On the 71 I 1 , they leached Kedgeiee, 
and thence safely emhai ked on baud 
e Jessey pilot schooner. 

Capram Stevens, his officers and 
m<m, except those who had gone w itli 
Mr. Bason in the cutter, remained by 
thp ship, till about halt past 12 o’clock 
on the 5th. At that time, the flier 
part of the stern, rudder, and stern- 
post, were gone ; the sea was running 
high, and there were fit teen feet water 
in the hold, and the ship sunk so much. 


that it was doming in, both fore and 
aft on the upper deck. Such was the 
stale of the ship, when Capt Stevens 
quitted her in the long boat, taking 
with him as many of the people as the 
boats would carry^ and all the hands 
were thus brought off from the wreck, 
except 15. We long boat made for 
Kedgeree, and having arrived there, 
captain Stevens went on board the 
Philip JXmdas pilot schooner, and 
returned to the wreck, in hope of sav- 
ing the people w ho had been left be- 
hind, and a part of the cargo. On the 
7 (b, the schooner came near the wreck, 
and captain Stevens went on board her 
boat, and picked up one of the men 
that had remained by the wreck ; the 
others had left it upon the evening of 
the 5 th, upon a raft which they had 
prepared. This man that was taken 
from the wreck stated, that the ship 
had filled entirely in the afternoon of 
the 5th, and overset upon her broad- 
side. At five o'clock on the same 
evening, all her masts went over, except 
the foremast, which remained on the 
7 ih, but at that time the ship had set- 
tled so much in the sand, that the 
water was within six feet of the fore- 
lop, so that it was impossible to save 
any part of the cargo. 

No accounts have yet been received 
of the men who quitted the wreck on 
the evening of the 5th. Fioni the 
blowing weather that has since pre- 
vailed, it is to be feared that they have 
perished. 

July 21. — The cartel Harriet, in 
working up the liver on Thursday 
ir.oi ning,\infoi innately took ibe ground 
twice ; and, on the second occasion, 
was so hi inly fixed, as to excite the 
iikM serious apprehensions for her 
vilely. At a late hour yesterday, she 
w is left high and diy on the sand, 
j u^t below l'ort Momington Point, and 
wui ultimately sa\ed. 

On Thuisd.iv last, the right honour- 
able the go\ crnor-gencral held a dur- 
bar at the government-house, which 
was attended b) all the vakeels of fo- 
reign courts lesident at Calcutta, and 
likewise by many of the principa 
Native inhabitants of the presidency 
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Occurrences for August. 

August I.— The latest accounts 
from the com t of Scindea, present a 
picture of anaichy and disorder, but 
rarely paralleled even tj^the annals of 
a Mahratta camp. About the begin- 
ning of July, the Maharajah, with his 
forces, was in the neighbourhood of 
Raroghur, a place to the southward of 
Soopoor, and bordering on the stale of 
Kotah. Another revolution had taken 
place in bis cabinet; but the new 
rtunister being a Mahajnn of low bit t h, 
and without consideration, possessed 
the confidence of neither party: and, 
it was thought not improbable, that he 
would soon follow the fate of one of 
his recent predecessors, who, about 
twelve months ago, expiated that ele- 
vation with his lite. 

The corps of regular infantry in 
Scirdea's service, having been for a 
long time in a stale of mutiny , on 
accounr of the large arrears of pay 
due to them, a mode of satisfying their 
demands had at length been adopted, 
equally effectual and inhuman. While 
drawn up on parade, they were sud- 
denly surrounded by the whole cavalry 
of the army, and compelled to ground 
their arms. They were then plunder- 
ed of evtry thing they possessed ; those 
who attempted resistance, were but- 
chered j and the rest were turned out 
of camp. It i s ' opposed that the 
European officers, who also suffered 
with their men in the general pillage, 
would quit altogether "the Mahratta 
country. 

Amid all these outrages and 
tumults, an event had taken place in 
camp, which had been celebrated with 
great pomp and rejoicing. Tins was 
no other than the adoption of a son 
by the Maharajah ; who, having no 
prospect of male issue from his own 
body, had selected a young lad, nearly 
related io-rf»e late heir apparent, who 
died somo months ago, as the successor 
to the oausnud. 

Auwst 6th. — On Monday last, 
counsel were heard in the supreme 
court, pn a motion for a new trial, 
fa o case of adoption. The question 


was, whether a Branrin could adopt 
the son of his sister > The Hindoo hw 
was adverse to the practice; hut that 
law, it appeared, had been into duccd 
into Bengal only within the hist 25 
years, and even to this day vvj< not 
generally lccognized ; while, on the 
other hand, it was opposed by custom 
immemorial '1'hen louMnps, in con-, 
sideration of this and other chenm- 
stanevs, vvete unanimous in refusing 
the application. 

AuftusTlH— The following com- 
munication from Bombay, gives a lull 
detail of all the circumstances, relative 
to the u, if o* mi rate fate ol the Earl 
Camden Indraman. 

ft ilnmimf . 24 th Juhf t 1810. 

,f I am mui h cone:< rued to inlorm 
von, of the total destruction of the 
rail Cjmdcn Chinaman , capt. Samp- 
son, bv fire. This t vent took place 
last night in our habour. 'i be Karl 
Camden had only yesterday taken in 
the last 50 bale-* of her cargo, which 
amounted in all to 0,000 bales. The 
first symptoms of fire were discovered 
by the ^captain's clerk, who perceived 
a smell of burning, about 12 o’clock 
at night. '\ be alarm being given, the 
officer commanding lemoved tlu* gun- 
room scuttle, when the smoke instantly 
overwhelmed him. He dropped down, 
for a second, and perceived the flame 
playing along the hrboaul side. He 
then instantly bolted down the scut lie, 
and opened the deck over the spot 
where the fire appeared ; and, having 
staved the butts, &c. pi o< ceded to 
pour down water. All, however, was 
to no purpose. 

11 The alarm reached die sh.,»e 
about 10 o’clock. 1 he ciptnn, poi- 
se r, &c. went off immediately ; bui, 
before they artivtd, the fl imes had 
reached the great cabi i, and were 
issuing lioin the windows. * About 
2 o’clock, the file appeared all at once 
(from theshoie)burstiogupthrotigh the 
p<y>p. In aboiut half an hour after- 
wards, the dreadful elclnent had com- 
plete possession of the hull, at least, 
as far as the fore-mast. *And, as the 
ship Was cut from her moorings at an 
early period, in order to take advantage 
of a flood tide that was setting favour- 
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ably for carrying her away from the 
rest of the shipping, she drifted before 
the current, aided by a gentle breeze, 
with her lore-stay-sail feet, in awful 
majesty, to the opposite JYlahratia 
shores, about 12 or IS miles distant. 
Theie her rem-ms are now stranded. 
These, however, must be scanty ; lor 
she burnt fairly, and, not having been 
scuttled, continued to rise gradually 
out of the water, as the lire lightened 
her, so tnat every thing must have 
been consumed to within on® or two 
icet of her keel. 

il It most fortunately happened, 
tint she was moored outside of ad the 
reM, oiheiwise more mischief mn.t 
have happened. It was the gauntest 
scene of the kind l ever witne^ed. 
Many persons, actuated byciuio-.il}, 
put olt from the shore, and \iv urred 
considerable danger, by approaching 
her. The mizen-mast fell within a 
lew yards of one of the boats, and the 
gun* discharged their contents suc- 
cession. 

“ With respect to the sei ions ques- 
tion of what could have occasioned 
this hie, we are quite at a loss to deter- 
mine. Two country ships under simi- 
lar circumstances, have lately expe- 
rienced the same fate. And the sciu- 
pulous investigations held on these 
occasions, before Mi. Crawfoid (one 
of our best and cleat c*st magistiatcs) 
had Jed to a genet al belief, that the 
lio' could only have been occasioned 
by the'wilful act of the Lascars, tempt- 
ed by the six months' advance ot im- 
piess so injudiciously given. But, in 
this instance, captain Sampson, from 
that very conviction, took eveiy pos- 
sible precaution against this supposed 
source of danger, by never allowing 
a native to enter his hold dining his 
htowogr, nor even admitting his La sea is 
on board, until he had tilled the holds, 
and bammed and caulked down all the 
’gun deck hatchways; thus routining 
them to their own bulbs forward. 
In fact, such perfection has oV late 
been acquired in packing tlie bales, 
that, wfth the powerful aid of iron 
screws on board, the cotton is com- 
pressed to such a degree, that, where - 
ever it happens to be at all moist, it 


gradually becomes heated.. That heat 
increases as it dries, and then the igni- 
tion seems to commence. If this be 
the cause, all our China ships now 
here, with (still) upwards of 36,000 
bales on board, must run a similar 
risk.” 

August f(). Sunday last being the 
anniversary of the hirh of his royal 
higlmes, the Piling of Wales, a royal 
saline was tired at noon from the i, im- 
parts ot Fmi \\ dlt, tin, m honot ot (he 

OLC.MOn. 

C(i Uutta (/' :\r! ft* FjXl itio^t r t h ■ m / ' 

K/KC Vv n.1.1 AM. At c l i 

"1 he following dispatch from hem. - 
n.»nt colonel hiding, of his nkiu -t\ -i 
30th regiment, nn’i.ituieing the impel - 
taut event of the icductmrf ot the U!c 
of Bom ben, hv hi> irajentv s tin* 
honorable company is p.ib'Nh'\i 

foi general tnfci ni.niun. 

To A. B. Editu / J - q Cith f Su. 

+ tu ouvt. Cdlmtla. 

Sir, 

1 have the hono. to report, that the 
four conisr.ug ( .r isoo I-uropcatn*, 
and 185U Na ive troop-*, winch the 
light honorable the gnve nor-gencial 
(il In* 1 ia in couiuil has been pleaded 
to con tide to my oiders aril du actions, 
for the conquest of the island ot Bom- 
bon, arrived at Rodrigues on the 20th 
of June, at which time I was absent 
on the imp 'riant duty, winch has al- 
ready been detailed tor the informa- 
tion ol hi> louMiip in my letter of the 
10’th <.f ti e same month. 

The intelligence uh.<h I then ob- 
tained, enabled me at once to decide 
upon a plan of attac : . A copy of 
winch (Nu. i.) I have the honor to 
enclose. 

On the 21th of June, commodore 
Rowley, commanding the blockading 
squadion helot c the isles of Frame and 
Bonaparte, anchored in his mujcstv's 
ship Boadicoa oil Fort Duncan, in the 
island of Kodi igucs. 

No tune was lost in making ihe n - 
cessaty arrangements lor the leducte n 
of this island. 

From the unfavourable State of the 
weather, we were delayed at Rodrigues, 
until the morning of the 3d ins! nu, 
when we weighed audio/, and pio- 
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ceedcd to tho point of rendezvous, fifty 
miles to wind ward ot the island of 
Bonaparte, which point we reached at 
four o'clock on the evening of the ()th, 
when, in confluence ot the judicious 
arrangements made by commodore 
Fyo'din’. ami the tck t.itigable zeal and 
exertions of captains Rym, of the Sirius, 
L*cnbait, of the lplngema, Curtis, ot 
the* iNI.ispct^nne, Willoughby, of the 
Nereide, and lieut Robb, 1st of the 
ILmUuc,. , iiw whole of the tioops 
were temoved from the lianspoits, and, 
embatked on the frigates. which imme- 
diately stood in for the points of debat- 
karion 

It will appeal In the dispositions 
made in the plan of attack, tor strik- 
ing the fir^t blow direct at the enemy’s 
capita.), that there were two obi *ets 
in view ; n.-n . to prevent a protracted 
waifaie tn die nueiinr of a country 
almost hmi c.ssinld to an m\ admg m- 
mv ; and sivondlv to insuie l he final 
icdi't'n.'U ,*t ilr‘idui.1 in the shortest 
time |>o-.Mi).o, ic v-eur: eg the principal 
garn-on, .ii.it dia uninimr .nui rom- 
mand T-iu-ehi'.l, whom 1 knew to be 
at S..mi Menu:- 

i lie h’-r b: !•' hi* composed of hi, 
majesty’s Ny.ii regiment, the 1st hit. 
of the i >i : i R'ju'.ent Madras Native 
iiifm:rs , and a mu dl Jet i 1 of artdleiy 
and p r-., < wmm. ii-it i by lieute- 

ri i U-< 1 1'i.nei, H.n oidered to 

land at (rrtnd C’lnlnupt , an 1 to proceed 
by the ture nUm • dneci agu::»t ‘he 
v.c-U Md'-t ol the enemy’s capital, 
whibt die second, third, and ionrrii 
brie i 'es uiu* to land at Uineie do 
pi u ■ ■’(* j niul in tain t!i * hue* of dclenctt 
evenhng !>* m die lb. 'or Redoubt on 
the math, o: set- Mile, t*> « he Redoubt 

) 1 !, <>u ill • si- :ih, mid from ti'eiuv 
to cro'.s th" tiar id the town to the 
i:‘. ei St 1 )e - ' : » 

About i w i <7cl m k Ih M . o . the 7th, 
the several di ps I. ivu p re e. hrd iheir 
stu'mns, t he he h, from St. Mane to 
v/itliin gun-slwt of »}•«■ imperial b.it- 
fc;v, was -eeonnoitei-’d by captain 
W illougiiby of the royal navy, and 
hem .-colonel Campbell, of his majes- 
ty's ddd legimcnt, commanding the 
fomth hi gade foi the advance. 

The weather being moderate, and 


the enemy not appearing in strength, 
it was determined to debark the troops $ 
accordingly, lieutenant-colonel Camp- 
bell, with 150 light troops of his bri- 
gade, and captain Willdughby, of <he 
royal navy, commmding a party of 
seamen, ancl appointed to superintend 
the landing, immediately pushed off, 
and landed their men about 4 o’clock. 

Lieutenant-colonel Macleod, of his 
majesty’s fxjth regiment, commanding 
the third brigade, with 150 men, ef- 
fected a* landing neatly at the same 
time; but, at this moment, the wind 
increasing with much violence, raised 
tlu' surf to an unexpected height, and 
seveul boats being sto\e on the beach, 
the landing of more troops that even- 
ing became impracticable. 

This important object was not, how- 
e\er, given up, until an expeiiment, 
concerted with commodore Rowley, 
was put in execution. A small trans- 
port (the Udnev) was run upon the 
bead), in hopes that the troops might 
be enabled to land over her stern, or 
under her lee : this service was per- 
formed by lieutenant Lloyd, second of 
the Road i era, with the usual intrepi- 
dity which distinguishes our navy ; but 
the violence of the weather, and natu- 
ral difficulties of the situation were 
such as to trust; ate the intention pro- 
posed. 

k now became necessary, if possible, 
to communicate with lieutenant-colo- 
nel Macleod, the senior officer, with 
the detachment on shore, which* in 
landing, had the \v holt ot their ammu- 
nition damagvd, and had lost a consi- 
derable number of their arms. 

Lieutenant Foulstone, of his majes- 
ty \ 00th regiment, in the most hand- 
some manner, volunteering to swim 
timmgh the surf. Ins service* weie 
immediately accepted, and that officer 
accordingly conveyed my orders to the 
heuienarit-i olunel to take possession of, . 
and occupy St. Marie for the night. 

Thi; service was per formed by lieu- 
tenant-colonel Macleod in a masterly 
and officei-hke manner. 

1 felt much anxiety for thiVdetach- 
ment during the night, and as the prac- 
ticability ot disembarking more troops 
to windward appealed to commodoio 
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Rowley, as well as myself, very uncer- 
tain, the Magicienne having <>u board 
the second brigade, was dispatched 
about 10 o’clock P. M. to Grand Cba- 
loupe, to which phiceit was determined 
that the lioadicea, with such transports 
as had military stores on board, should 
follow in the morning. 

According to this arrangement, rap- 
tain Lambert, of the Iphigen.a, being 
left, with diiections from commodore 
Rowley, to seize the fust moment ot 
moderate weather, to debark ’that part 
of* the third brigade then on board his 
ship, I proceeded with the commodore 
in the Hondicea, on the morning of : lie 
8rh, with the remainder ot the third 
and foinrh brigades, and elf cted a 
landing to lcswaid, at Grand C'lirdocpc, 
about J) o’clock A. M. Wdi t i% 
foice, under mv immediate comma:: *, 
J ins'amly r.iowd furwanl by the 
mnuntami ; at 1 o’clock P. M. passing 
o\. i the (eights, f reconnoitred the 
en>-my\ position; and by 4 o'clock, 
had tunned the neces-nry arrangemt nts 
fur tlie attack upon his capital. 

Mijor Austin, at the head of the 
l?th and 3 3 d grenadiers, and 12th 
Native infantry, liad received his final 
iiHtriu hulls to assail the town in the 
rear ; lieutenant-colonels Macleod of 
the (kith, and Campbell of the 3Jd, 
had nlicady pas-ed the enemy’s strong 
position on the east of the town from 
the Hutor to No. 5, Redoubt ; lieute- 
nant-colonel Clarges was well advanced 
towards the west of the town, with 
five companies of his maiestv \s fn)th 
regiment, to force the batteries on the 
sea face, and lieutenant-colonel Drum- 
mond, commanding the '2d brigade, 
had reinforced, with the royal marines 
of his bngade, the position so gallantly 
maintained by the first brigade, on the 
west of the river St. Dennis. 

Through the exeitions of major 
•.Taynton, commanding the artillery, 
and tf captain Mackintosh of the 
. Bombay artillery, assisted bv Jieut.- 
colonel Clarges of the 0()th regiment, 
and lieutenant Lanthcrn of his Majes- 
ty's ship La Nereide, comma tiding a 
party of fifty seamen, 1 was enabled to 
get forward two field pieces, and one 
four and half inch howitzer, which 


were descending the mountain, and 
would have been in action, in less than 
half an hour. This would have insured 
the result of the piemeditated attack, 
or, in the event of any disaster, secured 
our retreat, which latter was, in my 
opinion, next to an unpo^ibiJity. 

Affairs were thus situated, v. hen I, 
received a message from the left, tae 
enemy had sent out a trumpeter, with 
an olficcr, to demand a smpcns.on of 
arms, and on honorable term* to sur- 
render the whole island. 

There w.vs rv.t a moment to be lost 
in haling an enemy completely in our 
power, and 1 accordingly issued imme- 
diate orders for the troops to halt. 

I should ha.'e mentioned I had de- 
tached captain Hanna with two ( om- 
pames of his M ‘jestv’s 1 st battalion 

i he 5(ith regiment, to La Possesion, 
the batteries of which place he took 
by .issaulr, iti the most gallant man- 
ner 

Thus, Sir, in a few hours Jus this 
rich, e<tei.s.u\ and valuable colon',' 
bet-u added to his gracious Maje ty’s 
dominions, with a population ot up- 
wards of 100 (XtO * uis, and with a 
loss on our part, n mparativeU trifling, 
w hen the nature i f the service is con- 
.vdered. A leturn of which, (No. 2 ) 
accompanies this dNpntcn. with a copy 
of the cjprulutjon. (No 3.) 

The whole ot the service hap been 
conducted so complcteh to inv satis- 
faction, that where praise is the. |u$t 
claim of all, it may he considered 
invidious to select. However, the 
truly military st\le, and mpiditv of the 
movements of the firs, brigade, calls 
for mv unqualified th nks to lieut.- 
colonel Fraser .and the offit er*> and men 
under his command. The same is 
equally due to heiit.-cnluncN Macleod 
and Campbell, and die troops under 
their orders, who landed under ihc 
greatest difficulties, opposed by the 
weather, and an almost inaccessible 
beach. 

My thanks are further due to lient.- 
colonel Macleod, for the gallant man- 
ner in which he took possession of the 
batteries of St. Marie. 

To beat. -colonel Drummond, com- 
manding the 2d brigade, the service is 
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much indebted, for the rapid and effec- 
tual support which he gave to the 1 st 
brigade. Nor can I withhold my 
approbation of the conduct of lieut. 
Cottle, of the royal marines, who, with 
the detachment under his command, 
acted with the usual intrepidity of that 
corps. 

I am well aware that I cannot add 
to the welt-cat ned fame of commodore 
liowlev, commanding his Majesty’s 
squadion, whnie merit as an officer 
is well known, and duly appreciated, 
but l she'd ever feel giatcful for the 
cordi.ih.y with which he ha» co-ope- 
rwcd with me throughout thL service. 
An 1 as far as the success o t tin: expe- 
dition depended upon the naval ar- 
rangement, the praise is unquestionably 
due to Inn. 

To cap.ains Pym, Lambert, Cnrh>, 
and Willoughby, of the ioy.il navy, 
commanding the fngaics mentioned 
Mi the. fust part of this dispiich, the 
aimy is infinitely indebted for its effec- 
tual and sjvidy debarkation To 
captain Willoughby, who mote im- 
mcdiatcly supvt intended the landing to 
Windward, and who served on nh ore 
with a party ot seamen, my thanks ate 
particularly due, as also to iieuienanrs 
Robb and I bud, (I take this oppor- 
tunity of stating, that the latter officer 
was severely wounded on the 2 1 st of 
September last, wIko gallantl) Lad- 
ing on a party of seamen $ but m ihe 
hmry of rny dispatch of that due, bis 
name was omitted,) of his Majesty’s 
ship Bnarfhta, Ghudds of the Iphigc- 
nn, and Lariham of the NvrAdv. I 
mu>r likewise take this oppoitunity 
ot expressing my apptobatum of the 
coiuh.d (>t i icut tn. ii.t F\ e, of the 
) o\ ni nnrims, who was wounded 
while umhT my command, on the 21 st 
o.‘ Sepiembe. last. 

The commanding nft’u i", , of corps 
and detachments, the heads of dcp.ni- 
menls, and the w hole of the staff', ha\c 
nv-rted my warmest approbation. Cap- 
tain Parkinson of His Majesty's 33id 
regunent, and deputy adjutant-general, 
commands my particular thanks, not 
only for the conduct of his own imme- 
diate department, but for the active 
joMstance which he afforded me, 
a he fever required. 


Major Vernon, the deputy quarter 
master general, has also my thanks 
for his zeal and attention. 

To captain Barry, who acted as my 
aid-de-camp, I an^ likewise much 
indebted for the assistance which I 
received from him during this service. 
Nor can I pass over unnoticed, the zeal 
and activity mani tested by lieutenant 
lilackstone, senior officer of engineers 
upon this occasion— As also that of 
captain Snow, commissaiy of pro- 
visions, vdio commanded 2 d battalion 
ot the Villi regiment of Native infm- 
tiy, from the tune of its landing until 
the i m mediate service w r as over. 

The judiciou? uirangcments of doc- 
tor Harris, superintending smgeon, 
claim favourable notice j as does also 
the zeal and attention c f Mr Surgeon 
D.ivici, ot the Bombay establishment. 

I he troops w ithout exception, his 
majesty’s and tl e honourable com- 
pany’s, the royal marines and seamen, 
conducted themselves with that cou- 
rage and energy .so truly characteristic 
of British soldiers. 

I have only to regiet that the nature 
of th^ervice was such as to preclude 
the possibility of equally employing 
all the troops, as I am w'ell assured 
t hat, under any circumstance of service, 
their gallantry and good conduct would 
be conspicuous. 

On the 91 h, agreeable to his lord- 
ship’s orders, Mr. Farquiiar was sworn 
in go\ernor of this colony and its 
dependencies, at which ceremony, 
commodore Rowley and myself' at- 
tended. 

I am fully satisfied that the mild 
and conciliatory manners of Mr. Far- 
qnhar, added to the protection which 
British laws afford, equally to all, will 
speedily have the effect of placing this 
I '•land in the most Nourishing con- 
dition, by shewing to the inhabitants, 
the diff’ei nice between a just govern- 
ment, and that tyranny and oppression 
from which they have been relieved. 

Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, with 
the flank brigade, was dispatched on 
the i Oth, lor St. Paul’s, which place 
he immediately occupied, causing fif- 
teen hundred of thi?. enemy, com- 
posed of troops of the line, guard 
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national, creole Militia, &c. to sur- 
render their arms. 

I have deemed it proper for the pre- 
sent, to divide the island into two dis- 
tricts, north east, and south west, in 
order to facilitate the distribution of 
the troops to the different out-posts ; 
and I have the satisfaction to say, that 
those arrangements have been already 
effected. 

Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, of 
his Majesty’s thirty-third regiment, is 
the bearer of this dispatch, to whrfm, 
as an intelligent and valuable officer, 

I beg leave to refer his lordship fur 
every particular. 

I have likewise thought it neces- 
sary to transmit a copy of this dispute h 
direct to England, tor the information 
of H. M ‘s ministers, and have accoid- 
ingly ordered on tint duty, captain 
Parkinson, of IL M. thirty - third re- 
giment, and deputy -adjutant-general, 
an intelligent and experienced officer, 
of sixteen years standing in the ser- 
\:ce, ai.d to whom, as L have already 
stated in the body of my letter, 1 am 
much indebted. 

1 have the honour to be, Si 
Your most obedient servant, 

H. S. Kfatino 
Lieu t. Col. Coird^ . 

Hciul- tjuartei s, St. Paul's, 

Isle of Bout ion ,2\st July, 181 0. 

Secret ami Confidential. 

General instiuctions and directions 
f up officers, commanding brigades, by 
lieutenant-colonel Keating, command- 
imr a detachment of troops, proceeding 
against the Island of Bourbon. 

Camp at Rodrigues, July 1, 1810. 

The present armament is directed 
towards obtaining possession of the 
Isle of Bourbon, in the name of his 
gracious majesty king Geougl the 
Tuiun. 

The enemy’s force on the Island, is 
as follows : 

D russ. — Artillery, blue. Troops 
•f Line, Green. Regular troorp» * f 
the line, including artillery.'. 576 

Blue?— A new raised corps of rifle- 
men, composed of young Creoles 417 

Wlntc with blue facings — Militia 
Creoles, and men of colour ........... 2,300 


7 he dit petition of the above force is as follows. 


At Sr. Dennis.— Troops of the lii .e 190 

Guard national 891 

Creole riflemen 2 86 

Mounted men 25 

At St Paul's. — Troops of the Line 116 

Guard nafiorai 2,a) 

Creole riflemen 131 

Creole Militia 350 

I he remaining 2,460 men, are detached 
in rhe nine following districts, viz. 

St Leu 437 

St Looks 168 

Si.Piqim, nowed'ed Riv d’Abordo. 487 

St. Joseph 261 

St Rose 840 

Sc. Jkuoic 417 

St Aiuhe 204 

St Su/.auoe .... SC 

St Marie 57 


The encmv reckons upon our land- 
ing in the south or east of the island, 
and making regular advances again** Sr. 
Demis and St Paul’s. 

Were such a measure pursued in 
the reduction of the island, our lo*s 
must be very severe, and success v»*rv 
doubtful, arising from the natural 
strength of the country, and the ex- 
posing our force to the fire of their 
matksnien, without being able to re- 
turn a shot. But these are not all the 
advantages which the era mv would d 
rive, and no doubt reap fr< m our la: 
ing at any distance from iht*tr capital, 
snclia measure would give them time 
to collect and concentrate their fort e, 
which at St. Dennis, they can in two 
days reinforce to 2,34/ men, leaving 
St. Paul’s and the south-west side ot 
the island secure and garrisoned with 
J ,87 6 men. 

In order to ensure the object of this 
expedition, with the least possible loss 
to the force which has been placed un- 
der my orders and direction, it is my 
determination to strike the first blow 
at the very heart of the enemy, and 
having dispossessed him of his capital, 
our further operations must he guided 
by his future discomfiture pud dispo* 
* sit ion. 

The following plan of attack is laid 
down fur the guidance and regulation 
of the officers commanding br : gade«* 
from whose tried zeqil, experience, ar.d 
judgment, I expect his majesty’s an d 
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the honourable company’s arms, shall 
be crowned with the most complete 
success. I expert as much from the 
discipline oi the troops as I do from 
their known bravery and coinage. 

By the orders nt the 2ffth ultimo, the 
force is told off into four brigades, and, 
in concert with commodore Rowley, 
apportioned to his majesty's f’tigales for 
the purpose of accelerating their de- 
barkations. 

The first brigade, commanded by 
lieutenant-colonel Fraser ; second bri- 
gade, by lieutenant-colonel Drum- 
mond j third brigade, or Reserve, by 
lieutenant-colonel Me I.eod j fourth 
briga e, or ihe advance, by lieutenant- 
colonel Campbell. 

It is intended that the landing shall 
be effected dining the night, it possi- 
ble, between St. Marie's, and the liu- 
tor, at the nearest practicable point to 
the enemy’s capital. 

The fourth brigade, or the advance, 
under lieutenant-colonel Campbell, is 
first to land from his majesty ship La 
Nereidc ; the third brigade, or the re- 
set ve, under lieutenant-colonel Me 
Lead, is next to land from his majesty’s 
ships Boadicea and Ipbigenia j the first 
brigade under lieutenant-colonel Fra- 
ser, on board his majesty’s ship Magi- 
cicnuc, is to land and form the rear 
column j the second brigade, underlieu- 
tenant-colonrl Drummond, on board 
his majesty’s ship Sirius, is to land at 
Possession. 

The defences of St. Dennis down to 
the third June last, are clearly laid 
down in the plan of the town, a copy 
of which is to be furnished to the offi- 
ce is commanding brigades, and to the 
principal staff officers j in addition to 
tl.u plan there arc two guides of tried 
fidelity attached to each column. 

When the fouuh brigade is landed, 
lieutenant-colonel Campbell will order 
his light troops with half the artillery 
jnen to move* foi ward Mt in front, 
sending forward a subaltern and twenty 
men in their front until tin-y arrive 
near the Butor, when they are to lake 
n direction towards their left, crossing 
Butor half rt mile to the southward of 
the road higher up which will bring 
them in the rear of the Butor redoubt 


of four guns, marked NA nine, in the 
plan of the town. Six artillery men, 
with a small covering party are to oc- 
cupy this work, pointing and working 
the guns towards the rear and west of 
the town as occasion may require. 
The post where are two guns, marked 
No. ten, in the plan of the town, is 
to be occupied by one subaltern and 
sixteen men, the remainder of the light 
troops ate to proceed by the rear and 
south of the town, they are to occupy 
the houses of the commandant, mar- 
ked L, in the plan of the town, with 
one subaltern and twenty men, which 
commands the Rue Artillery j the 
light infantry are then to proceed to- 
wards the west of the town, crossing 
the river St. Dennis, about half a mile 
to the southward of the bridge, and 
to spike the guns on the batteries nurn- 
beied seven and eight, in the plan of 
attack . the light troops are then to take 
up a position west of the river St. Den- 
nis, fronting the town with a view' to pre- 
vent the enemy from re-inforcing Pos- 
session or St. Paul’s, on escaping hom 
the town. The officer commanding 
the troops must attend particular- 
ly to the prison marked II in the plan 
of attack, when? there are two gun 5 *, 
and a guard of twenty men. 

Lieutenant-colonel Campbell, after 
crossing the Butor, will leav e the Butor 
redoubt upon his left, detaching small 
parties to spike theguns upon the batte- 
ries, Nos. four and three. The com- 
manding officer recommends that the 
guns upon battery No. two, shall be 
manned ready, and support the storm- 
ing party told off’ h>r No; one, royal 
battery, which is the main post, ami 
lieutenant - colcnel Campbell is or- 
dered to occupy it until the guns arc 
spiked, and then proceed to battery 
No. five. The enemy hnv<- in the 
town, and at No. six, on the beach, 
eight field pieces, four pounders, 
which they can biii.g to any point in a 
short period of time, therefore the at- 
tention and movement of lieutenant- 
colonel Campbell’s brigade must be di- 
rected according to the distribution of 
those guns. It may be unnecessary to 
order that wherever those guns appear. 
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the nearest troops to them, are to take 
possession of them. — The batteries 
on the sea face being spiked, lieu- 
nant-coIoneJ Campbell, will occupy 
with his brigade, the position which 
his light troops are already formed on; 
to the west of the town. 

The third brigade, or the re c erve, 
under lieutenant-colonel JVl’Leod, 
after landing, are 10 advance tow-aids 
the enemy’s capital, by the load leading 
Irom St. Marie, preserving a distance 
of two bundled yards or thereabouts. 
From the fourthbrigade .lieutenant colo- 
nel M’Leod, will be pleased to detach 
one company to support the movements 
of the light trorps of the advance, 
dnd also one comp my to support the 
light of the fourth brigade, under lieu- 
tenant-colonel Campbell. The move- 
ments ot the third bngade must de- 
pend much upon the defence made by 
the enemy, and the assistance required 
by the fourth brigade. The com- 
manding officer is, however, confident, 
that whatever be the defence of the 
enemy, or the difficulties presented, they 
will be soon overcome by the reserve, 
and the other brigade, conducted b^lea- 
ders of such experience and judgment. 

Lieutenant-colonel Campbell's bri- 
gade, having succeeded in spiking 
the guns, on the batteries towards the 
sea face, and taken up its position on 
the wetiern side of the town, lieu- 
tenant-colonel MLeod’s brigade will 
form in the rear and south of the town, 
taking care that its rear is protected. 

The first brigade under 1 : eu tenant- 
ed one 1 Fraser, is to foi m the rcai 
column and follow the motions of the 
third brigade at the distance of three 
hundred yards. ].ieut.-cr-l. Fraser will 
be pleased to detach one company to sup- 
port the left of the reserve, and he shall 
receive such other order, from time to 
time, es may most tend to insure the 
effect of the attack. 

* His brigade Is to form close to the 
towu, with its rear towards the Butor, 

The second brigade, under lieut- 
enant colonel Drummond, is to occupy 
the batteiies at Possession, and invert- 
ing the guns from the sea, is to direct 
them, against the ertemy as occasion of- 
fers ; having performed this duty. 


lieutenant-colonel Drummond is order- 
ed to po^t his brigade on ihe strongest 
giound th.it the place will admit of, 
contiguous to his brptery, from whence 
his guns can have influence uporl the 
advancing enemy. 

The first brigade shall be immedi- 
ately emhaiked at Saint Dennis, for 
i be purpose of reinforcing the second ; 
and lieutenant -colonel Fuser shall be 
furnished with the necessity instruc- 
tion lor his futuie operations on the 
Possession side of Saint Paul’s. / The 
deputy cpiarfer-master-gencral is di- 
rected to give the necessary instruc- 
tion to the agent ot tiansports (hat 
eight six poundeis complete, and 
twenty at tilleiynjen, as also the re- 
mainder of Uic second bugade with 
tile fitly pioneers fatten bed, are em- 
barked on some ■ hip. which' is to s’and 
in diiect lor Possession, following H. 
M.’h Irigate Siruu. It is very desirable 
that lieutenant-colonel Drummond 
should detach a small force on his ielr, 
towards St. Deunis, in ordei to guard 
the strong pass otcrLa Petite Cbaicupe, 
and it is also desiiaMe, that lie should 
destroy all signal posts within his reach, 
but at me same time to guaid against 
any of his paitics being cm off’ Irom 
their first position. 

Should the light t loops of the ad- 
vance arrive at the Butor without being 
discovered, which is not to be ex- 
pected, the guard home on tne west 
of the Butor, marked No. 1 I, should 
be the fiist object. They are then 
to enter the Butor Redoubt by the rear, 
which is open, paying particular atten- 
tion in guarding against a very deep 
ditch, which is dug in front of Te 
west, north, and south faces; the bat- 
tery should be the next object. 

The commanding officer fully ex- 
pects that major i’aywun will use 
every possible exertion to insure the 
service of the tour inch howitzers 
at the first attack on the enemy’s capi- 
tal ; they arc to be supported by two 
six pounders from the Madras brigade, 
and the two Bombay six- plunders 
under captain Mackintosh, who will 
be attached to major 1 ay n ton’s bri- 
gade. The mounted /lien attached to 
the artillery, are to be in readiness to 
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land and act as dragoons .or gunners, 
according to ciicumstances. 

The troops are to land with one 
day’s provision and grog,— the men 
are not to load upon any account or 
under any pretence, without orders 
from the officers commanding bri- 
gades ; every thing during the n'lrht. 
or before day light, is to be earned 
by the bayonet. 

The commanding officer, however, 
wishesit to beundn stood, that ttictioops 
are to load at da\ -light, should bri- 
gadiers judge such a measure nece^nry. 

The lieutenant-colonel can ;ws»uri- 
the detachment, that nothing but a 
perfect knowledge of the nature of 
the country, and the mode of defence 
which the enemy are prepared to make, 
-could induce him to authorize a shot 
to be fired. The French upon the 
isles of France and Bourbon can never be 
persuaded to stand English bayonets, 
they are trained to a different system 
of defence by firing from behind walls 
and bouses, and from the opposite 
sides of impassable ravines. The troop's 
.are ordered not to enter the town 
upon any account, unless such a mea- 
sure should appear necessary during 
the morning— the commanding otKcer 
vests the brigadiers with discieimnary 
powers upon this head. 

Any person detected plundering or 
v/ »h plunder in his possession, shall 
be tried and punished according to the 
iul ‘sof war. 

The least drunkenness or other irre- 
gularity in the troops, shall be pu- 
nched in the muit severe manner. 
Parole and countersign for the morn- 
ing of landing. Parole— navy— C. 
Sign— Army. 

By ordei of the officer commanding 
the detachment 

(Signed) E. Parkinson, 

Deputy stdj utant-General. 

The information received by H. M.’s 
fthip La N^reide, which at rived yester- 
day afternoon from off the isle of Bour- 
bon, renders the following change of 
disposition and additional instructions 
to officers commanding btigndes neces- 
sary. 

Camp at Rodrigues, July 2, 1810. 

The Europeans of the 1st brigade 


are to be in readiness to embark oil 
board H. M.’s ship sSiriusfov Grand Cha- 
loupc— The remainder of this brigade 4 
to be moved on board the two fastest 
sailing tiansports, which are to follow 
the Sirius. 

Leutenunt - colonel Drummond's 
brigade is to embark on board H. M’s. 
ship Magicienne, and to follow the 
Jueciu ns laid down in the plan of at- 
tack tor the 1st brigade. 

'1 Ins arrangement consequently does 
away feir the present that part of the 
plan of the movements of the 3d bri- 
gade at Possession. 

Lieutenant-colonel Fraser after land- 
ing at Grand Chaloupe, will im mcV 
diaicly push’ on to gfn the prison 
marked H. on the pi >n of attack j 
after manning the two guns on thL 
post, he is to employ them against the 
enemy in attempting to retire trom the 
town, or otherwise, as occasion may re- 
quire. Lieut. -col. Fraser is directed to 
detach a sufficient force to spike the 
guns on the batteries marked 7 and y,-~ 
He is theic to take up the position point- 
ed out in the plan of attack, for iieut.- 
colonel Campbell’s brigade. Lieut - 
colonel Fraser is to make a forced 
march from the point of debarkation 
to the point of attack ; the command- 
ing officer does not expect he will 
be opposed by any number of the 
enemy, that his light companies, and 
the inch howitzer are not more than 
equal to— -But at all events, the orders 
are positive for lieutenant-colonel Fra- 
ser to occupy, with H. M.\s^8(nh regi- 
ment, the two guns battery nt the 
prison, to spike the guns on the bat- 
teries 7 and 8, in the plan of attack, 
in the shortest time possible after land- 
ing there are two apptoved guide? 
attached to the 1st brigade under lieu- 
tenant-colonel Fraser. 

Should, contrary to my expectations, 
this attempt to gain the one on the west- 
side of the redi. St. Dennis fail, lieu- 
tenant-colonel Fraser will either take 
up a strong position, keeping open 
a communication with H. M.’s ship 
Sirius, until reinforced, fo retire and 
embark at once. Should such a mea- 
sure appear, in concert with the senior 
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officer of H. M.’s navy then present 
•necessary. 

The light troops of the advance, 
after crossing the Butor, are . to occupy 
the pbst with two guns marked 10, 
on the plan of attack, and afterwards 
the Butor Redoubt marked J) f — they 
are then to receive further orders from 
lieutenant-colonel Campbell, 

The officers commanding brigades 
are requested to make application to 
the commanding officer for expla- 
nation, upon any head of fhe plan of 
attack, which they may consider re- 
quisite. 

By order of the officer commanding, 

. (Signed) E. Parkinson, 
Dep. adj. gen. 

Detachment Orders. 

H. M.'sJS. Buadicea , at Sea, July 6. 

The commanding officer expects 
that the character of British soldiers, 
which has ever been distinguished for 
humanity to a vanquished enemy, will 
be as conspicuous on the present ser- 
vice, as it has been in every other in 
which they have been engaged. 

Corps to land with their colours. 

In the event of the remainder of 
H. M.’s ships not making their appear- 
ance, the 4th, or flank brigade, will 
follow the directions laid down in the 
plan of attack for the 1 st brigade ; 
the 3d brigade, those of the 4th, and 
the 2d brigade, those of the 3d. 

(Signed; By order, 

E. Parkinson, 
Dep. adj. gen. 

A True copy, 

E. Parkinson, 
Dep. adj. gen. 

of offt ti n kii'idund wounded. 

‘Flank Corps. 

Lieutenant Spinks, slightly wounded. 

Lieutenant Whannell, ditto, ditto. 

H M.’e HOth Rf.gimi nt 

Lieutenant John Graham Munrn, killed. 

Major W. '1'. Edwards, slightly wounded. 

Lieutenant Michael Crcagh, • dangerous- 
ly, ditto. 

Lieut. Archibald McLean* severely, dpto. 

'Lieutenant A. K. Blackwall. ditto, ditto. 

Lieutenant John Webb, siightly. ditto 

LieuteuanffeW. Richard White," severely, 

ftttq. 

E. Parkinson, Captain, 

, Dep. adj. gen. to the forces. 

* Major of brigade to Ik nt -colonel Jta- 
ter'a brigade. 

Vul. 12 . 


Return 0 / killed and wounded in the detach- 
merit commanded- by litvt. -colonel Heatin'# , 
at the attack on St tint Denis, in the Island 
of Burn bon , the MhoJ July, 1810. 

Killed. 

1st Brigade. — - Detachment pf artillery, 
none; H. M.’s 86th regiment, 1 subaltern, 1 
serjeant, 9 rank and tile. Detachment 1st 
battalion, 6th regiment native infantry, 1 
rank and hie. Detachment pioneers, 1 rank 
and file. 

2d Brigade. — Royal Marines, 1 rank and 
file ; 2d battalion, 12th regiment native 
infantry, none. 

3d Brigade — H.M *s 69th regiment. 2 rank 
affd file ; Bombay detachment native infan- 
try, none 

4th Brigade. — Flank corps, 1 rank and 
file : detachment H. M.’s 56th regiment, 1 
tank and file; pioneers, none. 

Total, killed,. . 18 . 

Wounded. 

1st Brigade. — Detachment art. none; H.Ml's 
80th reg. 1 major, 5 subalterns,* 2 serjeant s f ~ 
2 drummers, 47 rank and file; detachment 
1st battalion, 6th regiment native infantry, 

7 rank and file ; detachment pioneers, none. 

2d Brigade. — Royal Marines, none; 2d 
battalion, 17th regiment native infantry, 
none. 

3dBrigade — H. M.’s 69th regiment, none; 
Bombay dcLachment native infantry, none. 

4th Brigade. — Flank corps, 2 subalterns, 
5 rank and file, 5 seamen ; detachment His 
Majesty’s 56th regiment, 3 rank and file; 
pioneers, 4 rank and file. 

Total, wounded, 79. 

£. Parkinson, Captain,. 

Dep. adit -gen. to the lorces. 
N B — Captain Lambert, of the Madras 
establishment, slightly wounded 

Two rank and file of his Majesty's 86fh 
regiment died of their wounds since* the 
8th instant, included in the list of wounded. 

One private of His Majesty’s 56th regi- 
ment since dead of his wounds 
Capitulation for (he surrender of Saint 
Denis, the capital , and the whole 
Island of Buonaparte, agreed upon 
between colonel Saint Lusanne , com- 
manding the Island of Buonaparte , 
for his Majesty the Emperor of 
France, King of Italy , & c. on the 
one hand ; and commodore Rowley , 
commanding his Britannic Majesty's 
squadron ; lieutenant - colonel Keat- 
ing, commanding hii Britannic Ma #■ 
jetty's, and the htyfiouraide company’s 
land forces', and R. W. Fartfuhaf, 
Esq, 

The whole of the island of Bubna- 
pnrte, shall be deliveYed up to his Bri- 
tannic majesty ; the city of St. Den- 
is, at 12 o*ckfck to-mOrftoW, the 
D 
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gth of July, and the other military 
stations in succession, as early as intel- 
ligence of the present capitulation can 
be communicated. 

At twelve o’clock to-morrow, the 
French troops which occupy the ar- 
senal and imperial battery, shall evacu- 
ate their posts, and the grenadier com- 
pany of his majesty’s 8tith regiment, 
and the grenadiers of the ()th Madras 
Native regiment, will take possession 
of them, when the French flag shall 
be struck, and that of his Britanpic 
majesty displayed. 

The troops of the line, and Guard e 
Nationaie shall be allowed all the ho- 
nours of war. They shall march out 
of the city with their arms and baggage, 
drums beating, matches lighted, toge- 
ther with their field artillery. They 
are to lay down their arms on the sea 
face in front of the imperial battery. 
The troops of the line are to surrender 
themselves prisoners of war, and to be 
embarked as such, for the Cape of 
Good Hope, or for England. 

In consideration of the distinguished 
character of colonel St. Lusanne and 
his officers, and of their gallant defence 
of the place, the officers of all ranks 
are allowed to pi eserve their swords 
and military decorations. They arc to 
continue prisoners of war, and to em- 
bark for the Cape, or for England. 
Colonel St. Lusanne, and hi» fa- 
mily, shall be allowed a passage to the 
He of France, upon his giving his 
parole of honour, not to serve during 
the war, or till he be regularly ex- 
changed. 

Funeral honours shall be paid to the 
French officers, who have fallen in 
battle, according to their respective 
ranks. 

An inventory shall be made of 
property of all description belong- 
ing to the state, which shall be deli- 
vered over to the person appointed 
by the English government to receive it. 

All warlike stores, magazines, and 
provisions, charts, plans, and archives, 
are included in this article. 

The laws of customs, and religion of 
the Inhabitants, as well as their private 
property of all description shall be 
respited and insured to Aim. 


Done at St* Denis, the gth July, 
1810, at 0* o’clock, P. M. ‘ ’ . 

(Signed) Saint Lusanne, 
Colonel Commandant d’Isle Bona- 
parte, pour 6a Majeste, L* 
Empercur des Francois, Roi 
dTtalic, protecteur, &c. la con- 
federation, fkc. 

(Signed) Josias Rowley, . 
Commanding His Britannic 
Majesty’s squadron. 

(Signed) H. S. Keating, 

* 'Lieut. -colonel commanding. 
(Signed) R. T. Fakouaiiar, 

A true copy. 

Chas. IT. J. Pearce, 
Major of Brigade. 

General of the t)rnname ami principal 
article* of llihtaeii Stairs, found in the 
magazine am! ail art nt half era sot the town 
of St. Duns, on / M* eojdnrc af the Islam! 
of Hunt Iwn, hf hi\ I $)) tannic Majesty's 
arul the, Itonotn a/di 1 ad India Company s 
i nuLr the command oj coh.ml Kent- 

ing. 

I frnd Quart t rx, ] } anV t * $ 

“utliJnh/, 1H10. 

Ordnance and Mill tar y Stores , cap- 
tured at St. Denis. 

Guns, iron, 2i pounJers, No. 22.— Dittn 
ditto, 1«S ditto, No. II — Ditto, ditto, 12 
ditUN No. 1C, - -Ditto, ditto, 8 ditto, No. 0. 
— Ditto, ditto, I ditto, No. fJ. — Mounted on 
garrison carri.iges. 

Ditto, hi as*, ‘21 ditto. No. 2 — Ditto, ditto, 
4 ditto, No. 1. — Ditto, ditto, 1 ditto. No. J. 
— Dismounted Cannon. 

Military, iron, 12 inch, No. 2. — Ditto, 
ditto, ti eitto, No. 1 — Ditto, Cohorns, No, 
2.— Mounted on Boxes. 

Total Oidnancr S«> 
Shot, round loose of calihres, Jl,2f>8-- 
Do. case of do 1,0.57 — l)o grape quilted, 
and canuistcr, 22.7 — Cartridge*', gun cloth 
filled, of calibres, 1,100?— Gun powder, 
pound*, lyoooo — Musket* and fuzds, with 
bayonets 417. — Cartridges, shotted musket, 
round* 80 OOO. — Balls leaden, musket. 
0,500. --Do. do. you — Hints, musket, 0\2(X>, 
— Bunder busses, brass, 5. — Wall pieces. 
Iron, ti. — Pike*, boarding, 172.— Cutlasses, 
8. — Tomahawks 70. 

The town of Sr. Denis is furnished 
with an excellent powder magazine, 
and store houses containing the neces* 
sary* appurtenances for the above men- 
tioned otdinance, and -vnall arms - f 
there are several forges, artificers work 
shops, and a laboratory, replete with 
the requisite tools, implements Ac. of 
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which a detailed account will be given 
hereafter, as soon as time will admit. 

Ordnance and Military stores, captured 
at St. Paul's. 

Ordnance. 

Guns, iron, 24 pr§. No, 19. — Do. do. 18 
do. No. 10 — Do. do It? do. N# 10.— Do. 
c]o 9 do No. 1 — Do. do. 8 do No. 1.— 
Mounted on garrison cairiages. 

Do brass 6 do. No. 1. — Do. do. 4 do No. 

1 — Do. do. 3 do. No. 2.— Mounted on field 
carriages with limber. 

Do. do. 18 do. No. 7. — dismounted. 

Mortars, iron 13 inch. No. 2. — Do. do. 
5$ do. No. 1. — Do. do. 6 do. No. 1. — 
Mounted on boxes. 

Total Ordnance 56. 

Shot, round loose, calibres, 1,000. — Do. 
grape quilted and canister, 1.50 —Shells 
empty, of calibres, 80. — Cartridges, gun, 
filled of do. 550 — Gun powder, pounds 
5,000 — Muskets, and Fuzils with bayonets, 
462. — Cartridges, shotted, musket, rounds 
13,000. — Flints, musket, 500. 

N. B. In the town of St. Denis, 
and St. Paul’s, there were found ord- 
nance of different calibres, 145, and 
462 stand of arms, the lists of the 
guns and stores, at the other districts 
of Bourbon, have not yet been re- 
ceived, but a committee is now em- 
ployed in taking an accourft of them, 
and a particular return of the several 
articles, will be forwarded with all 
practicable dispatch. 

D Ross, 

Commissary of Stores 
to the Expedition. 

*4 list of V fuels, captured in the bay of St. 

Paul s t by Hu Majesty's squadron, on the 11 tb 

of faly, 1 *10. 

Lottery — French privateer schooner, of 
SO tons, in ballast. 

But bunan — English brig, of 2CQ torn, in 
ballast, taken oa the co&ttof Sumatra by the 
Lottery. 

Welcome Ret am— American brig, of 230 
tons, in ballast, do do. 

Malayan — French government schooner, 
of 15 tons, in ballast, with three other 
small boats claimed as private property. 

• . Reid and Stowe, 

Prize Agents. 

Detachment orders, head quarters, St. 

Denis , Qth July, 1810. 

Parole Rowlby, 

It Is not possible for the command- 
ing officer to be sufficiently expressive 
in returning his thanks to the several 
Wigades foi their steadiness and dis- 


cipline since their landing under thn 
most trying circumstances. It is, 
however, particularly due to the first 
brigade under the command of lieu- 
tenant-colonel Fraser to nut ice their 
gallantry befoie the enemy yester- 
day morning, in taking possession 
of the important posts on the west 
side of the river St. Denis, and in 
maintaining their position against the 
enemy with all the advantages which 
he possessed. 

*To lieutennnt-colonel M f Leod, and 
the troops under his orders, at the 
attack on St. Marie, the commanding 
officer considers much credit due for 
the activity with which that post was 
taken possession of. 

The commanding officer is much 
obliged to the officers of the staff of 
the detachment, as well as to such 
others as are personally attached to 
himself, for their activity in perform- 
ing the different duties with which 
they were charged. 

The commanding officer requests 
that officers commanding brigades, will 
pay the strictest attention to tl^e disci- 
pline of the troops under their orders ; 
and r hey will be particularly careful 
•that i heir arms, &c, are in the most 
perfect order at all times. 

The fourth brigade, under lieut.- 
colonel Campbell, to embark imrot* 
diatelv for St. Paul's. 

The third brigade under lieutenant- 
colonel M*Leod, will embark to- 
morrow at such hour as may be here- 
after pointed out. 

The first brigade under Lieutenant- 
colonel Fraser will occupy St. Denis, 
and will do the duty of the garrison 
until further orders. 

The detachment of Bombay artil- 
lery will immediately embark for St. 
Paul’s. 

The whole of the Madras artillery 
to remain at St. Denis, until further 
orders. 

Returns of casualties with present 
state to be sent in by the different 
brigades, to the deputy-adjutant-gene- 
ral's office, without delay.— Monthly 
returns of corps, &c. tor June; to be 
likewise sent in as soon as they tan b« 
prepared. 

D a 
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The commissaries of stores, aiul 
of grain and provisions, and the senior 
officer of engineers, to send in im- 
mediately to the deputy quai ler-master- 
gcneral, returns of the stores, provi- 
sions, &c. &c. in their several depart- 
ments, respectively, which have been 
captured at St. Denis, as also the 
stores, &c. remaining from those 
originally embarked with the force. 

Captain Elliot, of the .Oth Bombay 
Native Infantry, is appointed deputy 
barrack master general to the Islam! 
of Bourbon ; lieutenant Dean, of H. 
M’s. Syth regiment,!* appointed assist- 
ant to captain Elliot in that depart- 
ment. 

A salute of seventeen guns will be 
immediately fired iiom the royal bat- 
tery, upon Mr. Earquhnr being sworn 
in as the governor of the Island ot 
Bourbon and its dependencies. 

By order of the officer com man. ling, 
(Signed) E. Parkinson*, D. A. G. 

General orders', / u the right honour ahL 
•hr gtiuernor-gfUtra' i u council, under 
i j/.*r the 2 \ fk Jugn 1810 

Tit« VuCilT 1 InNOtK UJLR 7HK 

* iOVK £-. \ OR -( » L N * hf . ' IN ( * NCI L flc- 

■ ivestLe highest • .n>: fiom the 

annexation ot rhe \. ilmblc? Inland of 
Bout bon to the dominions ut II. M. 
and deems it piopci to express in gene. 

■ it’ orders, the high sense which he cn- 
ifci tains of the distinguished merits of 
the officer* and troop., by whose galan- 
try and t xi'ttiODs, assisted by tiie squa- 
dron ur.d-r command of Commo- 
dore Rowley, this imp^itant conquest 
it ns been arhiew*d. 

The dlhgutu' and activity mani- 
fested by hi oteiKint-cnlonel Keating, 
in obtaining the most accurate and 
Otftaiied intoiina'ion, relative to the 
condition and defences of ih 1 I land, 
the nature of the countiy, and ili*- < 
tent and dUtnbutioti of the enemy ’a 
force j t!ie piof - sional skill and 
judgment display! in the plan of 
attack, which that information enabled 
him to form, and energy and , ability 
of that meritorious and gallant officer, 
in directing and superintending the 
operations, of the, force, under his or- 
ders, dpmand the expression of hie 


lordship in councils distinguished ap* 
probation and applause. 

The testimony afforded by lieut- 
enant-colonel Keating, to the peculiar 
gallantry and exertions of the officers 
specified in his dispatch, is in the high- 
est degree honourable to them, 
and the governor-geneial in council 
desires to add to the sentiments e\- 
piessed by lieutenant-colonel Keating, 
a public record of the estimation m 
which their individual merits and sei- 
vices, on this occasion, are held by his 
lordship in council. 

The governor -general in council 
further! dischaiges a satisfactory obliga- 
tion of his public duty, in declaring 
his acknowledgments, generally, to 
tiie otliuns and men, composing the 
lnictf employed in the reduction of the 
Me of Bourbon, for the successful ex- 
ertion oi il.o-e characteristic qualities 
< i /.cal, courage, and perseverance, 
a Inch have achieved a conquest so 
highly important and advantageous to 
the national interests. 

N. J> Edmonstgne. 

Chic). Sett, to Crr 4 

To LeiAcnant colonel Has fin Da r\ 
» commanding the I st higede, 

tSV. tsfe. &c. 

Sir, Si. Dim* 

Tie officers of his majest\\ 
regiment, deeply impressed uitu .1 
.hu-.c of your gallant conduct in the 
ai tioti ot « lie Slhuiit. and irsgloiions 
1 ecu it ; and your kind and hniq.ine 
::tu ntion to the wounded, Ug leave 
to icqueit >oui acceptance of a swoid 
ff thc value ot one hundred guineas 
which we are deputed to prewm i,> 
\ mi m the name of the cuip-, as .i 
naffing ir. ark of their esteem, gi.m 
T 1 1 .1 * , rind icspcct. 

V.V lime the honour to he, Si«, 

\ our most obedieut 
humble servants, 

W. T. EnwAuns/ 
* Major 80t In eg t. 

* and commanding 

T. Uvmpikr, 
Captain 80‘th legt. 

' David Morhicr* 
Caftain 86th regt. 
St, Denis, July 10, 1810. 
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St. Denis, July JO, IS 10. 
• Gentlemen, ---I am this moment 

fionourcd with your letter of this date, 
-conveying to me the sentiments of es- 
teem and approbation of my conduct 
on the 8th instant, by the officers of 
the S6th regime rit. 

The glorious result of that clay was 
‘the consequence of the bravery and 
discipline of the corps, and the able 
support I derived from the zeal, judg- 
ment, and ardent valour of e'*ery of- 
ficer of the regiment ; it was my 
ofitunatelot only to have the honor 
of commanding so distinguished a corps. 

I accept with gratitude your highly- 
valued present of a sword, and will 
through liYc preserve it as my proud- 
est trophy. 

With sentiments of esteem, respect, 
and gratitude, 

I have the honour to be, 8cc. 

Hastings Phaser, 
Lieut. -colonel 8fith regiment. 
To Major Edward tsfe. &c. 

BENGAL 

Occurrences for September. 

Sept. 5. — On Saturday last, the 
two volunteer battalions of Sepoys 
received their colours at Barrackpore, 
from the hands of lord Minto. In the 
evening, major Burton and captain 
Lumley, commanding the two bat- 
talions, and the officers of both corps, 
were entertained by his lordship at the 
park. 

Sept. 7.— Late letters, received from 
China, give the satisfactory infor- 
mation of the extinction of the late 
fotmidable system of piracy, which 
long had bade defiance to the govern- 
ment, had carried terror to the very 
heart of the empire, and visited its 
shores with rapine, pillage, murder, 
and every species ot outrage. The 
weak, miserable government of Chi- 
na, despairing of being ever able 
by any application of their own fofees 
to restrain, far less to overcome; the 
piratical fleets, found it necessary to 
resort to the Portuguese at Macao, to 
whose exertions they are indebted for 
the overthrow of a power, that mena- 
ced the safety and existence of their 


government. A particular account of 
the interference of the Portuguese, and 
of their operations against the pirates, 
has been transmitted by a gentleman 
resident at Macao, a summary of which 
may perhaps be acceptable to a part of 
our readers. 

<f At length the government of Can- 
ton frankly acknowledged their inabi- 
lity to subdue the pirates, whose fleets 
amounted to between 3 and *400 W31 
boats or junk^i, armed with from 12 to 
A) guns each, and from 50 to 200 men. 
infesting the sea-coast and canals that 
water this province j carrying on a per- 
petual warfaie against the peace and 
propertyofthe inhabitants, both on shore 
and afloat : no vessel could trade upon 
the coast with safety. The pirates 
frequently landed, and laid contribu- 
tions upon the towns and villages ; and 
after plundering the inhabitants, set 
fire to their houses. Their steps 
were maikcd with wanton barba- 
rity, sparing neither age nor sex - } old 
men and women, and children, were 
indiscriminately* butchered. These 
enormities called for the exertions of 
the Chinese government : a fleet ol' 
upwards of 40 sail of junks, carrying 
from 14 to 20 guns each, were equip- 
ped, and sent in pursuit of the rebel 
fleets , but upon the very first rencon- 
tre, 28 of the Imperial war jnnk 3 
struck co the pirates, and the rest saved 
themselves by a precipitate flight. 

“ The success of the pirates had the 
effect of increasing their numbers j 
fishermen and others flocked to their 
standard in crowds. One division of 
their fleet attacked and carried an Ame- 
riem schooner, and they would have 
made prize of a much larger vessel 
under the same colours, had she not 
run for shelter under the guns of the 
fort of Macao. The usual intercourse 
between Macao and Canton was in- 
terrupted by the pirate boats, which 
frequently blockaded the different pas- 
sages, to the great detriment of a va- 
luable branch of commerce. 

“ Added to all this. Canton itself wat 
threatened with serious danger ; and 
the pirates went so far as to declar# 
their resolution to displace the present 
Tartar family from the throne ef China 
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and to restore the empire of the an- 
cient Chinese dynasty. This menace, 
and the growing strength of the rebels, 
operated with full force on the fears of 
the Chinese government, and the vice- 
roy of Canton hastened to conclude a 
convention with the city of Macao, 
for the destruction of the rebel fleet. 
The following are the ai tides of this 
convention : 

4 His excellency the viceroy of the two 
provinces of Quangtong and Quangsi, 
and governor of the city of Macao, 
being equally convinced of the neces- 
sity of putting an end to the depreda- 
tion of the pirates of China, who with- 
out fear infest the seas bordering on 
the two cities of Canton and Macao ; 
and thereby to restore public tranquil- 
lity, and security to the trade and navi- 
gation of those parts, have mutually 
resolved to conclude t convention for 
equipping a garda costa, or cruizing 
squadron, to be manned by the forces 
of the governments. They have, for 
that purpose, named as their represen- 
tatives ; viz. his excellency the viceroy 
of Canton, nominates three mandarins, 
(whose names and titles are set foith at 
full length in the original j) and the go- 
vernment of Macao names as its re- 
presentatives, Miguel de Arriga Brum 
de Silveira, Dezembergador Ouvidor, 
or chief judge at Macao, Knight of 
Christ, and Joze Joatjguim de Barros, 
Capitao Mor do Campo, knight of 
Christ, and actual procurador of the 
senate, who alter having exchanged 
their respective lull powers, have con- 
cluded and agreed upon the following 
articles : 

'Arr. x . — There shall be immediately 
established a garda costa, consisting of 
six Portuguese armed vessels, united 
with an imperial squadron, which shall 
cruize for the term of six months from 
the Bog, CBocado do Tigre) to this 
city ; and from this city to Hiansaitg 
through the gulf, in order to prevent 
the pirates from entering the canals 
;which hitherto they have chiefly in- 
fested, exercising every cruelty and the 
Jiloi lc horrible devastations, £n the vil- 
and towns on the sea-shore. 
'Art. 2. —The Chinese government 
Agrees to pay the sum of eighty thou* 


and tales towards defraying the ex- 
pences of the Portuguese ships. It 
shall not be permitted to retract the 
fulfilment of this article, should the 
intended expedition from any /unex- 
pected cause be defeated. 

4 Art. 3. — The government of Ma- 
cao shall equip, with men, arms, am-' 
munition, &c. the six vessels above - 
stipulated, with all practicable dispatch. 

4 Art. 4. — Both governments, and 
their respective forces, employed on 
this service, shall mutually co-operatc 
with each other, in promoting the ob- 
ject they have both in view. 

4 Art. 5 . — All prizes, taken from the 
pirates by the combined forces, shall be 
equally divided between the Portuguese 
and imperial squadron. 

* Art. (). — When the object of theex- 
pedition is attained, all the ancient pri- 
vileges of Macao shall be restored to it. 

* Art. 7.— This convention is to be 
consideicd as ratified by the signature 
of the subscribing parties, in virtue of 
t lie it full powers. 

In faith whereof we have signed 
these presents, and caused the seals 
of our arms to be affixed thereto. 


Done at Macao, this 23rd day of 
November, lbOO. 

MinufcL ms Arriga Brom da Sil- 

VIFRA. 

JoZh JoAftUIM DE B\RROS. 

Sealed by .he J Shih-Kk.-Cu,. 

|r,T 

*' No soonerwas the convention signed, 
than the distinguished zeal and activity 
of the Dizembargador Ouvidor, Miguel 
de Arriga Brom de Siheira, were suc- 
cessfully called into action. The go- 
vernment was unprovided with the 
requisite number of shipsfbfficers, sea- 
men, stores and provisions ; yet such 
were the exertions of the Dizembarga- 
dor, that in the course of five days, he 
had six vessels taken up, and as com- 
pletely equipped as the resources of 
Macao would admit. The following 
is aJtsi of the names and number of 
meu and guns, of the different ves- 
sels employed, all which .were placed 
under the command in chief of Joze 
Pinto al Conforoado d'Azevido e Sou- 
za, captain of artillery : 
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Names, 

Guns, 

Men 

Inconquistavel 

Palla ’ 

b 6 

160 

18 

130 

Indiana 

24 

2 VO 

Bellisario 

18 

120 

or. Miguel . 

16 

100 

Brig Princess Carlotia 

16 

ICO 

TOTAL 

1 18 

730- 


• u The chief deficiency of this little 
squadron was in shot anil other naval 
stores. Application was made for a 
supply of those essential articles, # to the 
honourable East India company's supr3 
cargoes, at Canton. The select com- 
mittee acquiesced in the request, and 
the requisite stores, ammunition, Ike. 
were supplied from the company’s 
ships, with a liberality peculiar to the 
English, and in conformity to the 
friendship and alliance subsisting be- 
tween that nation and the Portu- 
guese. 

“ The Macao squadron being thus ena- 
bled to put to sea in a state of complete 
efficiency, weie joined* by sixty war 
junks of the Imperial Chinese fleet. 
The pirates fled at the approach of the 
confederate fleet, hnt in many instances 
they were obliged to conic to action ; 
and in all these rencontres they were 
defeated with considerable loss : the 
blunt of the different actions fell upon 
the Portuguese, who derived little or no 
assistance from their allies. Harassed 
by this species of warfare, Qua-a-pou 
chay, one of the pirate chief*, made a 
proposition, in the course of Januarylast, 
to surrender himself and his fleet, con- 
sisting of about JOOjunksand HOOOmen. 
His terms of surrender were accepted. 

•'In Primary, a negotiation was open- 
ed between the viceroy of Canton, and 
the pirate chiefs for their surrender, 
which, after some weeks was broken off. 
Hostilities weie then renewed by the 
Portuguese with their farmer activity, 
aud the Pirates in consequence found 
tltemselve* reduced to great difficulties; 
they were pursued into the canals and 
recesses, aud often forced to abandon 
their boats. At length, on the 12th 
of April, *Jie Portuguese squadron so 
manoeuvred, as to cut off the retreat of 
the grand pirate fleet, commanded by 
A-juo-Chay, the most daring of their 
leaders, who, seeing no possibility of 


escape, judged it prudent to treat for 
his surrender. Advice was instantly 
forwarded to the viceroy of Canton, 
who forthwith repaired to Hiansang, 
where he was met by M. Arriaga : the 
propositions from the pirates were fully 
considered. The high and honourable 
chaiacter of Miguel de Arriaga, com- 
manded unbounded ' confidence, and 
both the viceroy and the pirate chief* 
left to him the adjustment of the whole 
affair. In three days every point was 
settled, a general amnesty was granted 
to the pirates, and their whole fleet, 
consisting of upwards of 270 war junks, 
10,000 young men, 5,000 women, 
armed with 1200 pieces of ordnance, 
besides small arms, surrendered, and 
were delivered up to the viceroy. Thus 
terminated the system of piracy, which 
has been the scourge of China during 
the last twenty years. 

“ On the 2 1st of April, Miguel Ar- 
riaga returned to Macao ; and on the 
following day, the six Portuguese cruiz- 
ers entered the harbour, amidst the 
acclamations of the people. Salute* 
were fired from the ships and forte, 
the bells were rung, and a Te Deum 
was celebrated as a thanksgiving for 
the happy issue of the expedition.” 

Skpt. 8.— On Thursday evening last, 
the right honourable the governor-ge- 
neral gave a grand dinner at the governi- 
ng nt house, t^he officers of the Eu- 
ropean corps prWeeding on the expedi* 
tion. It was attended by all the heads of 
offices at the presidency. 

Sept. 10. — By authentic advices 
from Scindias camp, dated the 19th 
ultimo, that chieftain is stated to have 
undertaken the siege of the great for- 
tress of Narwar, a place not far dis- 
tant from the British frontier. Narwar 
is included within Scindia's division of 
the Mahratta empire, and has for some 
time been occupied by a chieftain 
11a med K. hundoojee, w hom Scindia,from 
views of extortion, now wishes to dis- 
possess. It is considered by much 
the largest and strongest fortress in 
that part of the country. It is situ- 
ated on the summit of a square hill - 
and contains within its walls, a fine 
city, plentifully supplied with water 
aud with every other conveniens ug- 
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cessary for the subsistence of a garri- 
son. The town of Narwar is situated at 
the bottom of the hill; and, in point 
of extent, is not very considerable. 
It appears that, on the first approach 
of Scindeas army, Khundoojee him- 
self took to flight, abandoning his 
strong hold to the charge of a tumul- 
tuous garrison, who, immediately on 
his departure, became divided into 
different factions, headed by leaders 
with opposite interests and views. 
The fortress, if well defended, was 
capable of withstanding the whole 
Mahratta power for years ; but these 
disorders in the garrison encouraged, 
in Scmdea’s camp, a pretty confident 
hope of its immediate surrender $ 
and their influence, indeed, had al- 
ready appeared, in the facihty which 
attended the first operations of the 
siege *, the town, though defended by 
a good wall and ditch, having been 
carried, without opposition, on the 
11th, by Baptiste, at the head of the 
few regular battalions still remaining 
jh Seindea’s employ. 

On the 18th ultimo, Scindea came 
in person to the quarters of the British 
residency, and returned Mr. Metcalfs 
first visit The ceremonial was con- 
ducted, on this occasion, in the best 
style ; and the khelat, presented by 
the British envoy, was received with 
much apparent satisfactou by the Ma- 
harajah. ^ 

Letters from Benares, of the 1st 
current state, that the general court 
martial lately assembled there had 
closed its proceedings on the trial of 
major Thompson. 

Sept. 12. — Accounts from the same 
quarter advise, that the proceedings of 
the court martial held on lieutenant- 
colonel MacGregor, and which were 
forwarded to general St. Legor, the 
provisional commander-i* • hief for af - 
probation, had been returned to the 
court for revision. 

Yesterday forenoon, colonel Kelso, 
commanding the land forces, embarked 
on the expedition, captain Broughton 
of the Illustrious, brigade-major Hall, 
&c. went on board the Cinlbert Thorrt- 
b» ! l schorne**, and f*a*Ied immediately 
to join .he 1 lustrioo* in Balasore roads. 
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Mrs. Farquahar, the lady of gover- 
nor Farquahar, Mrs. Cockburp, Mrs.' 
colonel Dalrymplc, lieutenant colonel 
Dalrympie, and Mr. Cuckburn, of the 
civil service, left town on *Mo‘nday 
morning, in the government yacht, 
for Saugor roads, where they embarked 
6n board one of the Indiamcn, pio- 
ceeding to the French inlands. Tho 
party was accompanied on the yacht 
by the honourable Mr Elliot, Walter 
Farquhar, Esq &c. &c. 

Among the ordnance stores accom- 
panying the present armament, is a 
very large -proportion of Shrapnell 
shells, which promise to be well ^uited 
fora part of the expected service. One 
of the most efficient and best appoint- 
ed corps of the colonial force at the 
Mauritius, is their horse artillery, upon 
whom the Shrapnells are calculated to 
act with destructive effect. 

Yesteiday an express arrived from 
Kedgeree, announcing the arrival in 
Saugor roads, of the ship Ann, captain 
Clark, from New South Wales. She 
brings intelligence of the further suc- 
cess of the British against some of the 
lesser Dutch settlements to the East- 
ward. 

The Ann, on her passage from New 
South Wales, put into Cajete Bay, in 
the inland of fiouro, where she found 
at anchor his majesty’s ship Dover, 
captain Tucker, with a Dutch prize, 
winch she had just captured. 

Captain Tucker communicated to 
the commander of the Aim, the sur- 
render of the Dutch settlements of 
Mauaao, GooronatoJla, and Bachian, 
to hi> majesty’s tngate the Dover. 

Captain 'Fucker aho stated, that the 
inhabitants of the island of Ternate, 
had expressed an earnest desire to be 
relieved from the Dutch government, 
and to be taken under the protection of 
the English. The people of the 
Island were known to have been long 
hostile to the Dutch ; but owing to 
the capture of the colonial vessels by 
the British cruisers, they were lately 
reduced to such distress, from the want 
of grain and provisions, that they 
would gladly surrender at discretion to 
the English. 

The only settlements that now re- 
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ptftfa to the Dutch are Java, Ternate^ 
•TUtore, and the Banda islands. 

The Dover and her prize sailed 
frotn Bouro for Amboyna, on the 2 d 
of August, The crew of the Dover 
were extremely sickly ; and at the 
time of her leaving Bouro, she had up- 
wards of 60 men on her sick list. The 
British garrison at Amboyna was 
very unhealthy $ and a number of the 
soldiers had lately died. 

BrrhaMpork, Sept. 16. — Thurs- 
day the 1 3th, being the anniversary of 
the festival of the Bhera of the Nawaub 
Nazim, groupes of people were seen, 
as usual from sun rise till night, ap- 
proaching, in all directions, the Killa, 
or family residence of his highness. 
The day began to lower, and threaten- 
ed a storm ; but towards the afternoon 
it cleared away, and closed in an even- 
ing delightfully clear and serene The 
multitude of spectators assembled was 
immense. They waited impatiently 
for the expected grand display of fire- 
works, illuminations, &c. which, ac- 
cording to long-established custom, 
have been annually exhibited on the 
anniversary of this festival. And, as 
it had been reported that the fete would 
be celebrated on this occasion with un- 
common splendour, by the new Sou- 
bah, the atleifflance was more crowded 
than usual. But alas ! all was disap- 
pointment. Expectation was balked 
throughout. The festival, instead of 
being celebrated in a manner that was 
to recall the remembrance of its an- 
cient splendour, was evident^ marked 
by nfeglect and inattention. Not one 
of the numerous Bheras, great or 
small, of the branches of the family on 
the musnud, and of other Moosul- 
mans of rank, who on former occa- 
casions preceded the Bhera of the 
Soubah, and shed a blaze of light along 
the course at the? river, that was seen 
^at the distance of many miles : not one 
of those were present on this occasion. 

It was not till late, and after a tedious 
delay, that his highness's bhera ap- 
peared, floating down the sUeam 
in sombre majesty, unattended by any 
of the numerous state barges, whose 
gaudy ornaments and illuminations 
were wont to add 00 much brilliancy 


to the scene. Insipidity and dulness, 
and confusion, were the order of the 
night. Some time before his high- 
ness’s bhera reached the Inhamaui, 
.much the greater part of the lights 
were burnt out, while those that re- 
mained shone out in ii regular blazes, 
that served to render more visible the 
hideous intervals of darkness. The 
display of lire- works that succeeded, 
shewed a lamentable falling off from 
the exhibitions of former years. 

• The Nazim’s bhera was followed by 
that of the family of Nawaub Rulo, 
(lately deceased, and the last of the 
legitimate offspring of Jaffer Ally 
Cawn.) This bhera in foimer years, 
preceded that of the Souba about a mile, 
and was generally in finer style, and of 
more costly and elegant construction, 
than anv other, though not so large 
as the Nawaub**. By the time it 
arrived near the Jnahmaul, the lights 
were so far extinguished, chat it was 
impossible to see it distinctly. 

In former years, the state barges at- 
tending the Nazim’s bhera, formed 2 
train, extending upwards of a mile in 
length, beyond the Killa, and used to 
protract the splendour of the scene, 
throughout the whole of that space j 
but this year the To mis ha commenced 
opposite fnahmaul, nor did a vestige 
of it, except the plantain tree platform, 
■get beyond it^ 

Sfp. 19 . — X public sale of Madeira 
wine, the property of the East India 
company, was held at the Old Fort 
on Sunday last ; when the f«ondon 
market Madeira sold as high as sicca 
rupees 470 $ and part of the India 
market wine sold at sicca rupees, 435 
per pipe. 

Late accounts from the island of Ma- 
deira, received by the ships from Ame- 
rica, state, that wine had risen to 561. 
sterling per pipe, in consequence of the 
short vintage of last year, and the great 
demand on account of English orders. 

The vessels that have lately arrived 
at this port from America, bring little 
or no cargo. Their importations are 
chiefly confined to specie, for the pur- 
chase of their return investments. It 
was imagined that large quantities of 
wine and bran'diea would be brought 
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out to this country from America, as 
soon as a renewal of the intercourse 
with India should permit. But the 
quantity either of Madeira or French 
wines in America, was very small : and 
the importation of brandies, owing to 
lire restricted intercourse with the 
ports in the Mediterranean, had been 
so much diminished, that they were 
not procurable in America, except at 
the most exorbitant prices. 

Sept. 20. — On the 1 4th instant, cap- 
tain Broughton, commander of his ma- ft 
jesty’s ship Illustrious, went on board 
fhe honourable company’s cruizer 
Nautilus, in Saugor roads, and sailed 
through the fleet, giving his instruc- 
tions to the different ship*, as lie passed. 
On the Kith instant he joined the Il- 
lustrious, and, on the lHih all the cap- 
tains of the respective vessels went on 
hoard the commodore, and received 
their last instructions previous to sail- 
ing. The weather at Saugor had for a 
considerable time before proved so 
boisterous that the dawk boats from 
Kedgeree were unable to reach many 
of the slops — and it was wnh consi- 
derable difficulty that the sloops con- 
taining such of the provisions and 
water as the diips had been unable to 
receive on board in the river, could get 
alongside This inconvenience was 
most severely felt by two of the India- 
inen, the Hugh lnglis and City of Lon- 
don ^ and to such a degree, that it was 
at one time apprehended these vessels 
must have detained the fleet tor some 
time longer. — Every thing was how- 
ever completed, and the ships stood out 
from their anchorage and quitted pilot’s 
water on the ISfh instant. All well. 

Skpt. 21. — In the letters from Loo- 
deehauneh, it is staled that llnnjcet 
Sing was shortly expected at Folio; e, 
a large town on ihc opposite bank of 
the Sutledge, and about live miles dis- 
tant from the British station. It was 
said that he proposed to hold an in- 
rerview there with colonel Ochterlony. 
But the ostensible object of his jour- 
ney was, to visit a small fort less, 
which had lately been raised at Fellore, 
as a frontier defence, under the super- 
intendence of a sirdar, named Mokam 
Cbund, in the service of the Lahore 
chieftain. 


It appears from these accounts, that 
the expedition, undertaken last year 
by Bunjeet Sing, against M ooltan, had 
completely failed. 

He was attended on that occasion by 
the flower of hi« army, his ablest lead- 
ers, and his heaviest ordnance. But 
every effort proved ineffectual j and he 
was finally compelled to retreat from 
the province in disgrace. Enraged by 
this disappointment, Runject immedi- 
ately ordered all his infantry to be dis- 
banded ; and appointed Mokam 
Chund to raise new battalions at Fel- 
lore, to be organized and trained after 
the European manner. As the first 
step towards the accomplishment of 
this plan, every temptation was held 
out to induce the English Sepoys to 
desert from Loodehauneh, — and, for 
some time, they were not held out in 
vain. A Jemmadar, belonging to one 
of the native battalions, having first ap- 
plied for and obtained liis discharge, 
crossed the Sutledge, and obtaiued a 
distinguished station in the Seik ser- 
vice. He was followed by a great 
many Sepoys of the same battalion. 
These wcie followed by others, men 
ot cvciy description : ai*d, for a short 
time, desertions in bauds, even of four 
or live at once, were not unusual. At 
length (he evil cured itsalf. The de- 
serters presently d;sco\ered,.tbat their 
new fui turns by no means answered 
the high promises w hich had been set 
torth to them ; and some of the num- 
ber, smarting under the chagrin of 
their disappointment, ventured to tes- 
tify their feelings in a manner not ^to- 
gether agreeable to their Seik masters. 
The remedy usually employed by the 
chieftains, for the removal of such dis- 
contents, was immediately resorted to. 
Some of the transgressors were depriv- 
ed of their noses and ears, and others 
of their heads. Even this expedient, 
however, was not altogether effectual, 
t ) tranquillize the minds of the sur- 
vivors i and other difficulties, with 
numerous little jealousies, arising, it 
was not long before Runjcet ^became 
heartily sick of his scheme. With 
that capricious propensity to extreiaes, 
which is one of the first characteris- 
tics of barbarism, be now determined 
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to employ no English deserters what- 
. ever in his army, for the future ; .and 
he issued a decree, directing, that no 
person, who had ever been in the 
British service, should be ferried over 
at any of the Ghauts on the Sutledge, 
under a penalty to the offender of 
JOOO rupees, with loss of nose and 
ears, and perpetual banishment from 
the country ! 

General Orders , by the Right Honorable 
the Governor •General in CdUncil 
Fort Wilmam,Sept.2] . — Lieute- 
nant-colonel Henry Worsley, of the 
native infantry of this establishment, 
^not yet posted as lieutenant- colonel) 
having produced the prescribed certi- 
ficates from tl» r pay and medical de- 
partments, is permitted to proceed to 
Europe on furlough, for the recovery 
of his health. 

The governor -general in council 
cannot on this occasion withhold the 
expression of his concern, that the go- 
vernment will be deprived lor a time 
of the further services of lieutenant 
colonel Worsley, by the continuance 
of the same infirm state of health, 
which compelled that valuable officer 
to resign the situation of adjutant-ge- 
neral, after having so long filled it w ith 
the invariable approbation and confi- 
dence of the commander- in-chief and 
of government, and with eminent be- 
nefit to the public service. 

J. Adams, 

Sec. to Govt. Mil. Dept. 
Sept. 24. — The loss of the country 
ship Charles, of which intelligence 
has just reached Calcutta, has been 
attended with circumstances particu- 
larly melancholy. The Charles was on 
her voyage to this port, from the Gulph 
of Persia and Bombay/ She touched 
on the coast of Coromandel for a cargo 
of salt, and sailed from Vigagnpatam 
• on the first current. The weather had 
then a very unsettled appearance, with 
frequent squalls, which increasing, 
as the moon advanced towards her 
quarter, it was deemed prudent to 
stand oo\ into the Bay, and to prepare 
against the storm,, which seemed to be 
impending. On the seventh current, 
accordingly^ when the vessel had got 


fo the distance of about 80 miles from 
the land, the gale set in, and blew with 
considerable violence. It had not con- 
tinued long, when the carpenter re- 
ported. that the ship had sprung a leak, 
and that there were two feet water 
already in the hold. Recourse was 
had to the 5 pumps : but the salt with 
which the ship was laden, greatly im- 
peded the working, and one of the 
pumps was soon completely choaked. 
Captain Dennison then directed the 
fore hatch way to be opened, and pro- 
ceeded to lighten the ship ; — a mea- 
sure which seemed to afford some tem- 
porary relief. The water, however, 
still continued to gain on them j and, 
both pumps having become nearly 
useless, from the quantity of salt, 
which had accumulated in their cavi- 
ties, the main hatchway was also open- 
ed, and a fruitless attempt was made to 
ease the ship further by baling. The 
water had now increased to 8 feet ; and 
as the vessel was settling more and 
more e\ery minute, and all prospect 
of saving her seemed to have vanished, 
it was determined to put out the boats, 
in the hope of preserving the crew 
and some part of the treasure. The 
cutter was accordingly lowered from 
the stern, and the two jolly-boats from 
the quarters. They then proceeded to 
hoist out the long-boat. But by the 
time it w'as raised nearly to the verge 
of the gunwale, the water was approach- 
ing fast to the gun-deck, and the las- 
cars who were employed at the tackle, 
became so excessively alarmed, that 
they let go their hold, and the boat 
fell back upon the deck. The men 
then leapt into the boat, where they 
lay clown ; and neither threats nor in- 
treat ics could prevail on them to e*ert 
themselves further. Before this time, 
one of the jolly-boats had been stove j 
and there remained only the other jolly- 
boat nod the cutter, for the reception 
of those who chose to quit the ship. 
Captain Dennison, however, and seve- 
ral of his officers, seeing that all their 
efforts to get out the long boat were 
unavailing, went aft to the poop j and, 
together with major Grant (a passen- 
ger,) and part of the crew, amounting 
in all to 4d souls, embarked on these 
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two boats. They had separated but a 
short distance from the ship, when 
they saw her go do w n . Mr. Ask w i t h , 
(the chief officer,) 41 Pascals, and up- 
wards of .'() fine Arab horses from 
Bussoiah, pe; Filed with her. 

Had it not been fur the insui mount- 
able obstinacy of the Linear*, it is t. mo- 
deled extremely probable, that not 
only the lives of all the crew might 
have been saved, hut also the greater 
part of the treasure, which, to the 
amount of three lacs of lupees, w*li 
totally lost. 

As it was, Captain Dennison was 
unable to bring away, even a supply of 
biscuits and water, for the maintenance 
of himself and his comrades, who, for 
nine days together, contained expu-ed 
to the utmost extremity of duties-. 
At length, on the 10th, they arrived at 
Bnlasore, where they wore received and 
treated u ith the greatest kindness and 
hospitality. 

The, risks on the Chailes,in the C .1- 
cutta Insurance offices, do not exceed, 
in the whole, all the sum of 
90,000 rupees. The greater prut of 
her tieasure and cargo was the proper- 
ty of Arab merchants. 

Set t. 26. — Four European soldiers 
belonging to the cantonments, in the 
neighbourhood of Agra j determined 
to put to death the. first native they 
should find in a proper situation for 
theif purpose. Their arrangements 
being made, they went out of canton- 
ments, with a loaded musquet, and 
coming up with a native, a ryot at 
work, in an adjoining field, one of their 
number deliberately aimed his piece, 
and lodged its contents in the body of 
the nan, who instantly fell, and died 
some short time afterwards. The 
alarm being given, the pcrpetratois 
were secured forthwith. Upon ex- 
amination, the only motive that could 
be assigned for this deliberate and un- 
provoked murder was, that wearied 
and disgusted with the insipid routine 
of life in cantonments, they became so 
miserable, that they resolved at all 
hazards to effect a change of place and 
situation. Upon deliberation, no plan 
seemeij better suited to effect their pur- 
pose, than that one of them should put 
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to death a native, in presence of die 
three others : so that the man who 
should actually perpetrate the murder, 
would, in the ordinary course of pio- 
ccevlii g, be appreh Aided and sent to 
Cilcutu, to take his ui.il in the Su- 
preme court, and the three. others 
would be ordered to Accompany him, 
as witnesses of the fact : and thus the 
whole party would secure a journey to 
the pi cadency. The measure being 
approved and agreed upon, the four 
men tluew lots, to determine who 
should ho the actual perpetrator of the 
intended minder. This point being 
adjusted, the man on whom the lot fell, 
loaded the musqnct, and accompanied 
by hi>> three accomplices, sallied forth 
in qiuM of their victim, who was put 
to death as above stated. 

The four soldiers, charged with the 
above murder, are ordi red to be sent to 
Calcutta, to take thou trial at the 
ensuing Sessions 

BENGAL 

_ Occurrence* J'or October. 

Octoci it. 1 . — The following letter 
has been received by the government 
from captain Pym of the Sirius, giving 
an account of the action with the fri- 
gates and other ships in Grand Port, 
Mauistius. 

Id c* tie la Passe , 2Uh August , IS lh s 
ami continued on the 5th. 

My last would inform you my in- 
tention to attack the frigates, the 
Coivette, and the honourable com- 
pany’s ship in Grand Port. 

• The Magicienne having joined me 
at the time the re-captured ship Wind- 
ham was about to afct* sail for Bourbon, 

I ordered capfait/'J>ambcrt to carry 
the armed brig (Brisk) with all ex- 
pedition to the Isle de la Passe, and 
that the enemy in Port Louis might 
not be alarmed, I set all sail to the 
southward ; and, although it blew hard, 

I arrivedthc next day at noon at thelsle 
de la Passe. The Nereidg made signal 
that she was ready ; I then bore down 
to her and reconnoitred the enemy’s 
position, and decided to attack them. 
When the officer of tho Nereidc, 
who was to act as pilot, came gtf board. 
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I made signal to weigh anchor, and moment we ran aground, every possible 
when we were about a mile distant effort was made to get the ship off. , A n- 
from the enemy, he unfortunately chors were let go to warp out, but 
ran us aground on the shoal of the unfoitunately they gave way, then I 
Petit* Passe, and, notwithstanding all carried out my two last, after having 
rur efforts we did not get off rill eight paid out .nil my great warphne (a ma- 
uext morning. _ nocuvre not to be affected but by great 

The 23d at noon, the Iphigenia and and extraordinary efforts) and although 
Magiciennc arrived, and the enemy I heaved at the capstan on the one, 
being then anchored nearer in shoie, and and applied the force of a tackle on 
having, under protection of the bat- the other, we could not stir an inch, 
feries, received many hands on board. This arose from the nature of the bot- 
1 ordered the other frigates to assist t«m on which we had grounded, and 
me. I had on board all the captains on the heavy squalls which blew. Wo 
and pilots, and they assured me all lightened the frigate forward ; every 
danger was past, and that vve could attempt was equally difficult and in- 
g <U within reach of the enemy. We effectual to get afloat before day-light, 
hastened to take our stations. The All our efforts were unavailing. At 
Syrius aboard the Bellone, theNereide this time the Nereide was a wreck; 
between the Syrius the Victor, the the Mneicicnne was in as unfortunate 
Iplngenia on board the Minerva, the a position as the Syrius, and the Iphi- 
Magicieimc between the Minerva and genia found it impossible to approach 
the company's ship, the enemy’s batteries, which were rang* 

in the hottest part of the (ire the ed all along the c< ust. These frigates 
Syrius struck on an unknown shoal, could no longer, from their position. 
Captain Lambert took his post and be of any use, as v'as determined on 
bid scarcely fired his third broadside the morning of the twenty-fifth. 

•/lieu "ho Minerva cut her cable to es- I then assembled the officers of 
• ape his fire. The Magiciennc \i Inch rank, marine utiict is. carpenters, and 
'.\h neat the Iphigenij inn aground. others, who, after having made an 
siu that die could only biing six gun*. to exact and sciupulous examination, de- 
beat. cided that it was impossible to get the 

The unfortunate Nereide took hei frigate otf-, they made a report from, 
post, somewhat neater, and sustained the Magic.ennc, captain Curtis, adding 
m the most courageous manner, the that they had los many nun by the 
tire which was directed at her, ax vie, 1 enemy \ fire. I u ailed till n ght, and 
at that \yhich wa*> aimed at the Syi ius. ordeicd them to leave the slnp and 
l’lie Rcllone then cut her cable to get t ■> set lire to lier,andas the enemy’s ships 
awav. All the enemy’s ‘hips weie could not get oil, I thought it pi udent 
aground, but seeing that the Syr ms to take post tin the Lie dc la Passe, 
could nut get off, they directed all and in consequence I have ordered, 
their fire against the Nereide, who, the Iphigenia to come there to add 
though overwhelmed in this unequal to the defence of that island. Having 
combat, did not cease firing for ten no hope of speedy relief, I judged it 
hoiir<£ Ir is distressing to me to relate right to abandon my ship, which was 
that the captain, officers, and men, within teach of the enemy's batteries 
of theNereide, were either killed or and ships, and winch, from her situa- 
toounded. lion, could leturn the tii e with only 

Captain Lambert would have closed two guns. When 1 hnd landed mv 
with the enemy, had not a shoal* pro- cievv on the%le de la Pn^se, or put 
vented him, which was between him them on board the Jpliigenia, iiou- 
and the frigate. He did all in Ins tenant Wat ling and! set tire to my 
power, and continued a distant bur ship. I dart?* hope, sir, that though 
well-directed fire. The victory would my cnterpiize has been unsuccessful, 
have been certain could any one of our no blame can attach to any of us, a> 
thips have come near the Hellone. never captains, ofliccu, er men. ei u -- 

X must inform yon that, from, tin 
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ed into an engagement with more cer- 
tainty of conquering, and I dare affirm 
that if I could have laid the Syrius 
alongside the Bellone, all the enemy's 
ships most have struck to us in less 
than halt an hour. 

The Jphigenia frigate, and the crews 
of the Jvyrnts and Magicienne, will 
serve as a defence for the Isle de la 
Passe. 

(Signed) S. Pym. 

After the capture of the isle of Boui<» 
bon, Mr. Farquahnr, the governor, 
published the subjoined official paper. 

proclamation. 

TO TUB INHABITANTS OF THE ISLK 
OF FRANCE. 

Inhabitants, — The English are 
about to appear in the name of their 
Hiog, before your port, not as enemies, 
but as your sincere friends ; your com- 
merce, the preciou^ production of 
your isle, the fruits of your industry, 
have for several years been annihilated 
or shut up in your magazines ; all the 
nations that are under French domi- 
nation, cannot consume a pound of 
their colonial productions without the 
permission of England. 

Engaged in the pursuit of an unjust 
and unbounded ambition, the French 
government has endeavoured to crush, 
and to hold in the most vile davery, all 
the nations of the continent, but it can 
do nothing :igainst England, who block- 
ades its ports and prevents its sen !ing 
ships to sea. 

The insatiable desire which increases 
every day in France, to absorb king- 
doms has obliged the English to as- 
sume and to maintain the sovereignty 
at sen, .11 id to occupy all the French 
colonies, not to make a monopoly of 
their productions, but to open a fa- 
vourable market at the colony, and to 
ail its good friends and allies ; we are 
informed that plotters have tried to 
lessen our character in your eyes. 

They have also falsely related that 
the priceof coffee, of Martinique, had 
gteafjy fallen, but on the contrary, 
since vve have taken possession of this 
island it has risen. How can it be 
otherwise ? Our ships will come from 
ail quaitcrs into vour roads to barter 
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merchandize from Europe and India 
for those of your island 5 the only 
views of Britain are justice, commerce, 
and plenty. Our government is ge- 
nerous, it rewards the cultivator and 
the workman, as well as the sailor and 
the soldier, to the highest value of 
their services, without the least deduc- 
tion. The French pay in paper and 
bills of Exchange, and we pay in 
Spanish coin. 

Inhabitants, we are ready to land 
on your coasts with a formidable force 
by sea and land 5 to what purpose 
would you make a sacrifice by oppo- 
sing the troops hi his Britannic majesty, 
who only desires to take you under his 
gracious and royal protection ! What 
has your government done for you ? 
It has ruined your commerce, and for- 
ced your fathers and children to take 
service, without affording them the 
least subsistence ; we have orders to 
cultivate the friendship of the colony, 
and to assure you, that his Britannic 
majesty is disposed to give you every 
protection that he gives to his own 
subjects, your own property of all 
kinds will be respected, you will have 
the full exercise of your religion, your 
religious establishments shall be main- 
tained with all their privileges, your 
charitable institutions shall be respect- 
ed, your laws and customs continued 
and honoured. 

Not only your inland commerce 
shall be perfectly free, but you will he 
also allowed to trade to all ourportswith 
the same advantages, and under the 
same rules as Ins Britannic majesty's 
subjects ; the inhabitants shall be most 
favourably treated, and will be permit- 
ted to make use of all commercial ad- 
vantages, that the situation ot^ the 
island can offer* 

Having given you this communica- 
tion, it is our duty to niake known to 
you on the other hand, that if, against' 
the expectation of his Britannic ma- 
jesty, •you abandon your property, to 
make resistance to our troops, you will 
lose all the rights and indulgences 
which are now offered, and we have 
the most positive orders to subjugate 
all quarters and parts of the island, by 
force of arms. Should you thus reject 
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the favourable intentions ofhis Britan- 
nic majesty towards you, you will be- 
come responsible for the effusion of 
blood, the loss of your properly, the 
depredation and revolt of your slaves, 
and, in short, for all the calamities of 
war which may befal you Inhabi- 
tants, remain on your estates, main- 
tain the order of your household, hold 
your slaves in respect, and let peace 
reign every where amongst you. 

I desire with much earnestness that 
the inhabitants should listen tcfmy sa- 
lutary and paternal advice, as I have 
the satisfaction to be nominated to the 
government, and general administra- 
tion of the isles of France, Bourbon, 
and its dependencies. 

I engage to re-establish you in your 
different quarters, and to make choice 
of those inhabitants who merit your 
confidence ; that in the end you may 
appreciate the justice of my obser- 
vations. 

Be assured that these are my real 
sentiments ; the Bourbone.se already 
enjoy the happiness which awaits you, 
and I entreat you by this proclamation 
to imitate them. 

St. Denis, isle of Bourbon, the 28th 
July* 1810. 

il. T. FARauAHAfv, Governor. 

By Order, A. Bakily, 

Chief Sec. to Gov. 

Oct. 3d.— According to late ad- 
vices from Surat, a revolution is stated 
to have taken place in the principality 
of Cutcb, which lies between Guze- 
rat and the Indus. The Rajah of that 
country, having fallen into a malady 
which bereft lnm of his faculties, was 
dethroned and imprisoned, by the chief 
commander of his own forces, a man 
named Futteh Mahmoud, who put to 
death the Rajah's brother, and assumed 
the sovereignty. The usurper was 
supported by the neighbouring Rajah 
of Scind. His authority* however, was 
still resisted by the tributary chieftain 
«f Mandivi, between whose troops and 
the Cutch forces frequent skirmishes 
occurred. * 

Oct. 4th,— Recent accounts from 
Java, received by way of the west 


coast of Sumatra, state, on 'unques- 
tionable authority, that the public course 
of proceedings of marshal Daendels, 
had created such general abhorrence of 
his person and conduct, that he \Vas in 
perpetual apprehension of being poi- 
soned, or otherwise put to death. He 
had exasperated, to the highest degree, 
both the Kuiopean and Native inhabi- 
tants: — His many forced loans, and 
other ar bit i ary acts, had excited the 
indignation of all ranks and classes of 
®)en ; except the few French officers 
of his suite ; who are held in universal 
detestation, by the people of Java. 

Oct. / . — The army in this quar- 
ter, expect to have some active and 
harassing service, during the ensuing 
months, in the reduction of several 
Ions, in the Vizier’s dominions, pos- 
sessed by certain refractory Zemindars, 
many of whom have proved so ex- 
tremely lioublesome, that it has be- 
come expedient, it not absolutely ne- 
cessary, to put an end to this system of 
petty chieftainship ; and it has been re- 
solved by his highness, with the full 
approbation of the British resident, to 
i educe to immediate and unconditional 
obedience, those turbulent and disaf- 
fected personages ; it is added that, 
conformably to this resolution, upward* 
of twenty petty forts are tube redu- 
ced foithwith. Lieutenant-colonel Pal- 
mer is to command the detachment on 
this service. 

The greater number of these forts 
hate already been repeatedly taken by 
the company's Hoops ; the vizier again 
restored them on certain conditions, to 
their former possessors j but as the 
mischievous offects of that practice 
are now acknowledged, the forts ar© 
not merely to be leducel, but arc to 
be destroyed and razed to the ground, 
a measure well calculated to avert fu* 
tuie mischief, and to promote the irant 
quillity and welfare of his highness’s 
dominions. 

The Autnil rtiade application, some 
days ago, for two companies and a gun, 
to be employed on secret service, most 
probably to coerce a refractory land- 
holder, but the precise object is not 
yet known. 
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Two Iron eighteen-ponnders and two 
eight inch howitzers from the maga- 
zine at Cawriporc, and intended to ac- 
company the detachment to be employ- 
ed in the reduction of the forts, arrived 
at a Ghaut in the vicinity of Portaub- 
ghur, about fifteen or sixteen days ago, 
and two companies from the 2d batta- 
lion 1 lib regiment went to bring them 
into camp ; b t from the want of a suffi- 
cient number of hackeries, to carry the 
ammunition and stores, they have been 
detained at the Ghaut ever since ther 
arrival. They are expected, however, 
at Pertaubghur about the 12th instant, 
when the detachment, under command 
of lieutenant-colonel Palmer, formed 
of the 2d battalion of the 11th, and 
two troops from the 3d cavalry, will 
march from Pertaubghur, and enter 
upon the active operations of the cam- 
paign, without loss of time. Thue 
are but a few of the forts that .no ex- 
pected to prove troublesome, in their 
reduction : the greater number will 
probably be evaini on the ap- 

proach of the detacher r.r 

Previously to g; via Si. Lexer’s 
departure fioni the li‘*:d, he made a 
visit to Lucknow, to t ;kc Jrr.ve of hs 
highness the Nawauh, hv v/hom he 
wa> most courteously rec*"r«l. T li< 
general is now continuing his route to 
the presidency. 

1‘ort William, Ociohlk 12. — 
Colonel Barry Close having solicited 
and obtained the permL'iinn ofgovem- 
ment to resign his situation of re?id'*ut 
at the court of his highness the Peish* 
wah, and to embark lor England, and 
colonel Close* resignation of that 
office having now been received, the 
right honourable the governor -general 
in council discharges a satisfactory obli- 
gation of his public duty, by combin- 
ing with the expression of his regiet at 
the departure of colonel Close, an 
acknowledgment of the high sense 
which his lordship iu council entertains 
Of the exemplary merits and eminent 
servic^s t 0f that most able and distin- 
fttished officer. * 

.Uniting the highest qualities of the 
-jMflltcrrv profession, wiUi the talents , 
disposition, and acquirements essential 
to4he exercise of political and diplo- 


matic functions, colonel Close has been 
selected by the discernment of succes- 
sive governments, to fill the most im- 
portant situations in both the military 
and political branches of the public 
service. 

To enumerate the specific occasions 
on which the eminent Zealand abilities 
of colonel Close have been particularly 
conspicuous, would require a reference 
to many of the important events and 
transactions in India, which have taken 
place during a .period of more than 
eighteen years. But those occasions 
are generally known, and his lordship 
in council, therefore,deems it sufficient 
to acknowledge, with cordial sentiments 
of approbation and applause, that by 
ihe general tenor of his military and 
political career, as well as by the exer- 
cise of distinguished fortitude, judg- 
ment, andaddiess, on various occasions 
of pubhc emergency, and under circum- 
stances of moie than ordinary difficult 
ty, delicacy, and inipoitancc, colonel 
Clme has most essentially contributed 
io the success of the British arms and 
councils, in this quarter of the globe, 
and has established a peculiar claim to 
the respect, esteem, and gratitude of 
his uni nil v. 

By order o the right-honourable the 
g'^ernor-g uetai in council, 

N B. Er> MON STONE, 
Chief Sec. to Govt. 

OcTonKH 2G — R:ii rack pore and its 
vicinity were vi-.ited, on Saturday last, 
bv an innumerable flight of locusts, 
whose comse was marked by the en- 
tire destruction of eveiy kind of ver- 
dure. This unusual phenomenon took 
plan*, a little after noon, and continued 
for the space of an hour and a half, 
dming which period the air was lite- 
rally daikcned, by the prodigious num- 
ber of those destructive visitors, 

f < p. rs from Bscrbhoom mention a 
similar phenomenon, and that the 
comm v had been infested, for several 
days, ‘With prodigious sv/arms of locusts, 
whose ravages had, however, been 
confined to the destruction of the 
foliage and bark of trees. The paddy 
has not, in any instance, sufteied from 
the attacks of these insects. 

October 27. — The account, re- 



BENGAL 1810. 49 


eeiVed some time ago from Malacca, of 
the proceedings adopted by general 

• Daendels against the officers concerned 
in the surrender of Amboyna, has 
been confirmed by the relations of the 
Buggese traders, and by advices receiv- 
ed at Amboyna though such a variety 
of channels, that hardly any doubt tan 
be eutertained of the authenticity of 
the story. Col. Fitz, the commandant 
of the Dutch forces on the island, had 
been publicly executed. Even the 
civil governor had been dismis^pd with 
disgrace; on the charge of having as- 
sisted to draw out articles of capitula- 
tion, on the day preceding that on 
which the English landed. And the 
few Dutch officers, who had chosen to 
remain at Amboyna under the English 
government, rather than to proceed to 
Java as prisoners of war, had been 
denounced for traitors, their effigies 
hung in public, and a reward offered 
tor their heads 

+ The affairs of the Dutch in that 
qo, uter are very precariously situated. 
r l he island continued still the theatre 
of an inveterate warfare j general Daen- 
dels himself lud found it necessary to 
head the troops ; and, in some jecent 
actions with the B.tntamcse, had been 
worsted 

M he i h.n.K t t of D ’-endeU i* very 
I* di’y respu ted among hi** coumiymen, 
notwithstanding the traits of severity 
L> winch u i* d stinguidied. He is 
accounted a man of the sti iciest 
honour, perfectly brave, of great talent 
nod ri<;t i v 1 1 y , and, (contrary to what 
ha* ':umi|o. . !y bt t u supposed,) by no 
means a p.irtizan of the French inte- 
rtsts, but a sinceie lover of his native 
country, and open in his condemnation 
of the system ot measures by which she 
has lately been degraded. 

BENGAL 

Occur mu.es for So vember* 

Nov em ura 2.— Accounts have ^een 
received from the eastward, of the 
loss ot the ship Harrier, captain Hunt, 
of Midi as,* on a reef of rocks near 
Sooloo. On the vessel gening on 
shoie, the oew were attacked by the 
liaii\es, and cveiy soul on board put to 
Vul. 12. E 


death. * The wreck was afterwards 
plundered of every thing valuable/ 

The Harrier and cargo were insured 
to the amount of three lacs, of which 
sum, 75,000 rupees fall upon one of 
(be Calcutta insurance offices. 

No^embbk3. — The strong fortress 
of Nurwar, till lately deemed by the 
country powers impregnable, surren- 
dered to Scindia* s forces on the I5th 
of September. The acquisition of this 
important post is known to have been 
obtained by stratagem, the garrison 
having been mostly gained over to the 
interest of Scindia. 

By the possession of Nurwar, Scin- 
dia has acquired an immense supply of 
military stores, of pvery description. 
His pecuniary resources, however, had 
become so circumscribed, that several 
battalions of his best troops have muti- 
nied for want of pay, and in attempting 
to suppress the disaffected numbers of 
both partied fell in the conflict, and the 
mutineers in the end effected their re- 
treat without molestation. 

Scindia, according to report, was 
about to restore to liberty the celebrat- 
ed Kurreetn Khan, of the Pindarree 
tribe, on condition 0 /I 1 U paying a tan- 
som of eight lacs of rupees. 

The impovetished state ofSeindia's 
finances renders theieport not impio- 
bahle. 

Novembp.b d.— -The mot impor- 
tant political event, which has lately 
occur ted in limdoostan, is the death of 
the Princess of Oudipore by poison ; a 
catastrophe which, however revolting 
to human uatuie, but too closely cor- 
responds with the ordinary course of 
Asiatic history. This lady, it seems, 
had for borne years beloie been the 
great source ot contention and discord 
among the R.ijpoot States. The family 
nt the Katin ot Oudipore l>eing account- 
ed more ancient and honourable than 
that of any other Hindoo prince, his 
alliance was naturally sought by the 
neighbouring potentates of Jaypnre and 
Joudpore, who both aspited to the 
hand of the princes**. The rivabhip of 
these two Rajahs produced a war, in 
which Scindia, Hoikar, Ameer ivi ian. 
and all the native chieftain? 111 t b > 
quarter, have at one .uii.e or .jh*> r 
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taken a part. The contest; however, 
has at length been terminated in the 
manner above related. The poison 
was administered to the princess by 
her own aunt, and with the know ledge 
of her father, Rfjiort adds, that the, 
whole scheme was secretly contrived 
by Ameer Khan ; who, finding that the 
Rana of Oudipove, (now entirely in # 
his poweir,) was too far engaged to the 
Jaypore Rajah to retract, and resolved 
that his own ally, the Rajah of Jond- 
pore should not be disgraced by the tri- 
umph of his rival, suggested this expe- 
dient, as the only mode of at once set- 
tling all their pretensions, and termi- 
nating the ten years’ war, which this 
second Helen had excited. 

Nov. fj. — Recent accounts from the 
damp of Holkar represent that once 
formidable chieftain as labouring under 
the horrors of settled mental derange- 
ment. The management of all public 
business had devolved, or more proper- 
ly speaking, had been assumed by Mcer 
Khan. 

Nov. 8th # — The ravages lately com- 
mitted by locusts in many parts of Hm- 
doostan, have been considerably more 
extensive than this country has ex- 
perienced for many preceding years. 
From a comparison ot the several 
periods of visitation, as reported from 
different quarters tiieie seems reason 
to infer, that the whole has been the 
work of a single swarm, which entered 
the Peninsula from the west, about 
the beginning of September, and alter 
passing the skirts of the M.ihratta coun- 
try, and visiting the Doodb and Rohil- 
cund, bent its course to wards the south 
east, and first appeared , in Bengal 
about a fortnight ago. 

Letters of the 20th of September, 
received within these few days from 
Guzerar, inform, that a prodigious 
flight of these insects had recently 
parsed over that province, and that a 
famine was inconsequence appieh^nd- 
cd. On the 25th ot the same month, 
a similar occurrence is reported from 
Fuityghur, and subsequently from 
fia^Uy. On the J8th of October 
jpSe locusts appeared at Soorool, from 
wbenc^ they reached Barrack pore on 
the 20th, and then passed on to the 
eastward in the direction of Jess ore. 


The followings cornmuniration wa$ 

transmitted from Comillak. 

Novembbb 3. — “ We were, last! 
Wednesday (t lie 3 1st ultimo,) visited 
by a party ot most alarming intruders, 
a vast swarm of large Locusts, which , 
descended here, in a black cloud, that 
almost darkened the rays of the sun, 
and, after demolishing some rice fields, 
and doing much mischief among the 
trees (particularly the mangoc,) foitu- 
nately left us on the following day. 
They .proceeded from hence towards 
the hills, which extend along the fron- 
tier of this district. — It would be 
difficult to give any idea of their 
number. They appeared a solid and 
vast column, several miles in extent j 
and our clear atmosphere became 
gloomy at their approach. The natives 
were greatly alarmed on the occasion ; 
and the more so, as those insects had 
nor been seen before in this part of the 
country within the memory of mam 
— -They came from the north-west y 
and are probably the same swarm 
which appeared near the presidency 
some time ago.” 

Muttka, Nov. 10 — <( We aiejust 
returned from a grand ceremonial. The 
troops ot the station, consisting of tins 
hoist; artillery under (\ipt. Penning- 
ton j the foot do. under lieut. Mnc- 
dowell ; the Istcavahy, and the Kith 
icgimont , N • 1 • I •roccedod from then 
n-tpcctno line* at gunfire, and found 
themselves in front of the hoisc anil- 
h?ry bairack* by sun rise; when lieut. 
colonel Ihomas assumed the command 
of the whole, and a sort line was 
formed in the following older, reckon- 
ing from the right : 

“ • Horse ai tilleiy, 1st battalion Kith 
regiment, 3 six poiuulcrs ; 2d battali- 
on Kith regiment, 2 six pounders ; Oth 
legirnent of cayalrv and gallopers — 
ranks \vt re now open(‘d and arms 
ordered, in which situation vie re- 
mained till about ten o'clock ; when a 
baud of foui-torns and cymbals, an * 
nounced the approach of her highness 
Bala Bhace, a daughter of the late 
Wahajee Sindia. - This illUstiinus per- 
son, ou drawing near the Jett of the 
line, was bottomed by (what inhere 
termed) a double royal salute., or 42 
guns; and as she passed along, was 
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received with presented arms, officers 
saluting individually, and king's and 
regime-ital colours dropping. From 
the ab we compliment, it is conjee- 
tured, that Bala Bhace may be (strange 
*as it np;>ears,) a descendent of the Im- 
perial Qunnor, or possessed of a field- 
marshal's commission. 

4 ‘ The Bhace, whilst prying down the 
line, appeared to express her satis- 
faction by wearing a yellow shawl 
from the end of a silver sontah. On 
reaching her tent, she was onco more 
addressed from the mouths of cannon." 

Nov. 13. — The following paper i9 
a correct and literal translation of a 
prophecy, pronounced lately by a 
Brahman at Benares. 

(< The most express intelligence of an 
invisible speaker from the abode of 
understanding, is thus published. 
That the following prediction inscrib- 
ed by the secretary of Heaven on a 
golden tablet, descended into the cus- 
tody of a Br&hman, a Brahmachdti(l) 
versed in the mysteries of the god- 
head, an inhabitant of Benares, in the 
year 1 9b 7, Sambat, (2) tort he infor- 
mation and preservation of mankind.* 
That on the 20th of th*e month Magha 
(3) in the year 18b8 Sambat j when 
the muon is in Rewati (4) when the 
Yoga will be Ayushman (5) and ‘Min 
Lagan, (b) when six Gbdris of the day 
have elapsed, in the Galynga, the 
qualities of the Satyayuga will obtain, 
(/) and this happy state will continue 
for 12,000 years. The natural life of 
man will be 150 years, and all man- 
kind will remain in perfect health and 
happiness. The influence of three 
Nacj>hatras will extend over the twelve 


months. (8) In that same year an 
Avatar celebrated in the Vedas will 
be produced in the house of one 
of the Chan dravansi.(9) To this the 
Vedas and Parang bear testimony. 
In that aame year,*ne day thfere will 
be an earthquake which will last one 
Pahr, or eight Gharis, (10) during 
which the heavens will be agitated. 
Whoever shall fix his mind on the su- 
preme being will then real tin in safety $ 
but whoever disbelieves this revelation 
wdl then perish in the general convul- 
sion. Whoever shall publish to all 
mankind this glorious news, great 
will be his reward." 

• Nov. 15. — Between the .hours of 
two an l four o'clock, the settlement 
was visited by an innumerable flight of 
locusts ; in all probability, the same 
whose ravages in different parts of Ben- 
gal have already been so circumstan- 
tially related. When first observed, 
their course appeared to be directed 
fiotn the west, towards the north-east, 
in which direction they passed over 
the settlement, affording the kites, 
crows, and adjutants, a most plentiful 
regale ; such, however, was the im- 
mensity of their numbers, that the at- 
tacks of life feathered tribe caused 
no apparent diminution, the atmos- 
phere being literally darkened Several 
of these insects considerably exceeded 
in length three inches. 

Nov. 17- — Early this morning, Mr. 
Wolff, supracargo of the Betsey, 
arrived in Calcutta, charged with dis- 
patches for the right hoqpurable the 
governor-general, from Bourbon. 

The Betsey sailed from St. Paul's on 
the 22 cl of September, and arrived in 
the roads four or five days ago ; Mr. 


1 One of the four ftshranm or modes of life adopted by Hindoos ; he devotes his life to 
religious t\> rcnes austerity > and celibacy. 

a The ami of Viaramadmya. ^The year described is the present one, and will expire in 
March next, when the sun cim-rs Aries, 

3 C01 responding to December 1811, and January 1812. 

•4 'I he a8ih ami last of the Nacshatras of Lunar mansions of the Hindus. Its principal star 
isPivinm. Sec As. Res. IX. p. 346. 

5 The third vdga. The yoga is nothing else than a mode of inducting the sum of the Ion* 
gitudes el (he sun and moon. For a tuil account of it and the mode whereby u ia calculated 
sec As Res. Vol. IX. p. 365. 

6 That h ^hen the moon is rising in Pisces 

7 The Satya yoga is the golden age of the Hindus. 

o The meantng of this passage isob%curc. Probably three of the lunar mansions have 
s more benign influence than any of the others, and that influence is to be yatmerrufted. 

9 Lunar race. 

10 Three hours twelve minutes* 

i 2 
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WoffF left her off the eastern sea reef, 
and going onboard a pilot schooner, 
came to town by I h n t conveyance. 

Though ono pail ot the intelligence 
now received from^vouibfrn i-, unwel- 
come, it is amply counte; balanced by 
subsequent events, and the general 
state of ..ff.iirs at the island, upon the 
departure of the be ,ey. 

The gallant rapt lio^ Pym and Lam- 
bert. their officers and men, were eon* 
pelled to sui rentier the Iphigeiiut fri- 
gate, and Isle de la Passe, to the out- 
number, ng iorce. by which, on all 
sides, they weie surrounded. The 
enemy, however, found no ulterior 
cause of exultation from this event : 
their success dal not extend beyond 
the men* surrender ot the frigate and 
the rock : it did not lead to any of those 
unfavourable results that had been ap- 
prehended : on the contrary, it led to 
new opportunities for Kritish niumph, 
of which commodore Rowley, and the 
remnant of his little squadron, most 
gloriously and successfully availed 
themselves. 

The enemy, emboldened by their 
success at Isio dc la Passe, detached 
two ot their frigates, the IphDeira and 
I/Astiea, to blockade the island of 
Bourbon. As die Mauritius was dis- 
tressed tor provisions, n principal ob- 
ject, v. nil the French f.igdes sent to 
blockade Bourbon, was to n ieiu pt 
the es'p^c’ed English * nr. q.mis, hound 
to that island tiom India and Mada- 
giscar. Some transport-. fell into their 
hands, and note -ent over u> the M <u- 
ritius. Commodore Rowley, vv uh the 
Boaiicea. lay at am iior at this time m 
St Pam’s, # 

():i the 12th September, while the. 
enemy were blockading Bomboti, his 
mijesiy’s ftig.ite V Air icaine, cnpfci.n 
Corbitt, aimed from Engl inti, and 
anchoied at St. Pei. is. On commo- 
dore Rowley bang informed of the ar- 
rival of the Africainc, he made the ne- 
cessary dispositions for the attack of 
the two blockading fi .gates by the Bo- 
adicea and I’Aliicaine. For that pur- 
pose both ships weighed anchor neatly 
a t the same time, and stood out to sea. 
On perceiving the design of the Bri- 
tish frigates, the Iphigenia and Astiea 
made sail lioiu the island, in tlie hope 


of avoiding an action. The English 
frigates followed, qnd the chace conti- t 
nued for some hours ; l’Afn caine was by 
far the swiftest sailer of the whole j she 
came up with the flying enemy, while 
commodore Rowley, in the Boadicea, 
was several miles adorn. 'I he gallant 
and impetuous spit it of captain Cor- 
bett did not allow him to wait for the 
coming up of the Boadicea ; for he 
saw that if lie did so, the enemy would, 
in the mean lime, escape. He re- 
solved, "therefore, to attack both; with 
his single frigate he run up, at three 
o'clock in the mornin* , between ihe 
two frigates, and opened a heavy fire, 
upon each The action continued with 
great fury for some time : tin* English 
fire made dreadful carnage with the 
enemy's frigates ; hut at length the 
masts of the Africainc went by the 
board ; captain Corbett was killed, and 
every man on deck, except three, being 
culler killed or wounded, and (lie slop 
being at the same turn* n dreed to the 
state ot an unmanageable wrei k t struck 
he. colours, and was taken in pussesMuti 
by i he eremv. 

During this unequal conflict, com- 
modore Rowley was coming up with 
all possible expedition ; the two French 
tng.itcs had suffered so scveiely in 
ihnr* action with the Ahicaine, that 
they had no inclination to renew the 
battle with the Boadicea : on her 
apjeoach, they left their piize to be 
retaken by commodore Rowley, and 
made off, with all practicable dispatch, 
to the idc of France, to refit the inju- 
ries the) had sustained in their action 
with the Africainc. They were both 
much crippled, and owed there escape 
comely to the heaviness ot the sailing 
ol the Boadicea. 

During the few hours that the Afii- 
< aii.e i cm Hi ncd in the bay of St. Denis 
she was reinforced from the garrison, 
by two hundred men, commanded by 
major Barry, who voluntccied his sei- 
vic<*s on the occasion. Major Barry 
was taken with the Africainc, sent on 
hoard the Iphigenia, aud earned to 
the Isle of France. 

Captain Elliot, of t lie Madras esta- 
blishment. who volunteered his sc r- 
vices on board the AtucaiiK, was kil- 
led in the action. 



BENGAL OCCURRENCES FOR NOVEMBER, 18)0. 53 


On the return of the Africaine to 
liourbon, the number of her wounded, 
landed at St. Paul’s, amounted to one 
hnndfedand twenty. 

In a day or two after the action with 
the Afr team e, La Venus frigate,, and 
the Victor corvette, came down trom 
the Isle of Fiance, and took their sta- 
tion off Bourbon, will# the design of 
continuing the blockade of the island; 
while on that station they fell in with, 
in the night of the 17th September, 
the English frigate Ceylon, having 
on hnaid lib excellency general Aber- 
crombie, bound from Madras to Bour- 
bon. The enemy attacked the Cey- 
lon ; and alter an action of three 
hours, she struck to their supeiior 
foice, but riot before the Venus was 
d.smasted. 

Commodore Rowley being informed 
of the capture of the Ceylon, weigh- 
ed with ail e\ ped'.n »u tiom St. Paul’s, 
and lading v. ;in hun the Otter sloop 
ot u.ii, and Suuik b gun-biig, went 
in [Kir suit of the enemy, who wove 
endeavouring to make* off’ with their 
prize. The commodore came up 
with them ; — an action ensued, hut 11 
was of short dmatinn, the Venn* 
soon struck her colours to the Boath- 
cca, and commodoie Rowley returned 
10 St. Paul’s brmging with hun La 
V< mis, and therecaptuied frigate Cey- 
1'M, with geneial Ahercromby on 
bo ird. 

The island of Bourbon was in a 
raato of perfect secuiity; the Boadi- 
nn, 1 /Afrcaiue, and Ceylon, British 
fr igfitcs, wr»ie at St. Paul’s, also the 
Oner sloop, of war, the Staunch gun- 
brig, the Venus prize frigate, and the 
Windham ludiaman. 

Some inconvenience was experienc- 
ed at Bom bon from the want of naval 
stores • 

The Boadiren was the only frigate 
at the island, tint had her pias' r 
standing ; and no masts were procu- 
rable. Those of the Windham India- 
man weie to be taken out and em- 
ployed either for the Africaine or Cey- 
lon. 

1 he Ftench at the Mauritius, had 
succeeded m yetting afloat the frigates 
Mineiva and Hellona, which had been 


forced on shore in Grand Port by* the 
Sy tim and Mayicienne. 

CALCUTTA GAZETTE EXTRA- 
ORDINARY. 

Fort-William, Nov. J7, 1810.— 
The following extract from a dispatch 
trom the honourable the governor of 
the Isle of Bout bon. dated the 22d of 
September, reporting the naval opera- 
tions in the vicinity of the French is- 
lands, subsequent to the loss of his ma- 
jesty’s frigates in the harbour of Port 
Sour Ji East, together with the docu- 
ments to which it refers, is published 
for geneial information. 

The sentiments of regret and con- 
cern, with which it is impossible tv 
contemplate the fare of the gallai 
commander of his majesty's ship the 
Africaine, which, with the characteristic 
spirit of the British navy, singly sus- 
tained a combat wiih two of the ene- 
my’s frigates, and the lo>s of the many 
valuable officers and men, who have 
been slam, wounded, anil captured in 
the seven! severe and unequal actions 
recorded in the following documents, 
are greatly alleu.iud by the success 
u hich has happily at fended the judicious 
activity and escrUon^ ot that b»a\e and 
dis'incuished officer, enminr ioie Row- 
lev, in rceovtiii.o he. majesty's U g ves, 
the Africaine and Cevlmi, from the 
hands of fheenemv, and *n laptm mg 
one ot to< uu^st auu iro»t efficient 
ships of tie* huncii sqiudton. A suc- 
cess the m«>ie .n.poi Mill, as it .Rlnn'ed 
a prospect of speedily ivgam i.g lice 
maritime ascendant v, which anterior 
reverses had suspended, :tud enabling 
a Biitish squadron to resume the block- 
ade of the Isle of France. 

Extract from alelttr from the governor 
of the isle of Bnui l on , tn the address 
of tfie right honoural le the governor - 
genei al m couth il, undi r dole the 2 2d 
September, 1810 . 

Events have crowded upon one ano- 
ther at this settlement since my last 
dispatch 10 your lordship, nnderd.ee 
the 27th ultimo, by the Kgivmont 
schooner, duplicates ot which wru: 
forwarded on the same day by tin* 
Bridgewater. 

• It appears that his majesty \ ship 
Iphigenia, and the garrison ot the He 
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of I*asse, must have capitulated shortly 
after the negotiation, which seems 
to have taken place on the 2Stft ulti- 
mo. I do not know the terms, nor 
any patticulars of the capitulation } the 
first account of the Iphigenia’s late 
having been announced here by that 
frigate’s appearing off the coast of 
Bourbon, under French colours. I5y 
this event, our naval force on this sta- 
tion was reduced to one frigate, his 
majesty’s ship Boadicea, commodore 
Rowley, and the F.miua transport, 
which was armed on the emergency. 

The Boadicea and the Emma still 
kept their station offthe Isle of France, 
in the hojie that some means might he 
derived of succouring the Iphigenia ; 
but the commodore concluding at 
length, from the Iphigenia’:* not an- 
swering any private signals, and from 
othei circumstances, that she must be 
in the hands of the enemy, sent the 
Emma to crmze to windward of llo- 
di iguez, and returned to the bay of Sr. 
Raul’s, In the mean time the Bombay 
Merchant transport, which had been 
dispatched with t loops and provisions 
for the assistance of the frigates and 
garrison at the Isle of Passe, and tin? 
provision ships, which sailed from Ma- 
dras in June last, anchored in safety 
at Bourbon. 

Tne enemy's frigate Iphigenia mid 
As tree, and Kntrepenantc corvette, 
came down from the Isle of France 
an i took a position to windward ofthts 
islin-1, m the loth instant * and on the 
same clay, a can el ai rived from the Isle 
of F/iiiye, by which conveyance I re- 
ct ived a ieiter from general de Gien, 
off m mg an exchange of piisoneis. 
Tne oif r was peremptorily refried, 
and the cartel oi k M *ed to dopait, when 
I re“esv \J an ither intimanon from the 
ciptuin of tie- cartel, (tiuougii the 
olfieet whom I s«-m off to th.ii vessel,) 
that lie w'ouhi deliver up the English he 
In I on uoaid vm •ondittuiully, and they 
were utcculri ’ t lv landed. 

On tne ii.u m aanr, his majesty's 
slop Africaine, captain Corbett, arrived 
at Sr, 5k ins, direct from England, and 
on hi r w iv to India. The intelligence 
wri* ini o i<aw*l\ communicated «to 
commodore Rowley, then at St. Paul's, 


who proceeded with the Otter sloop of 
war, and Staunch gun-brig, to join 
captain Corbett, for the purpose of at- 
tacking the French frigates. An ar- 
dent zeal for the honour and interests 
of his country, led captain Corbett 
to commence an action with both the 
Fiench frigates, while the commodore, 
in his majesty's ship Boadicea, who 
was some miles astern, had the misfor- 
tune to be becalmed. This unequal 
confer terminated in the death of the 
gallant and distinguished commander 
of the Africaine, in the loss of I/O 
killed and wounded, and the total de- 
struction of every mast in his majesty’s 
ship ; when tesisfancc became fruitless, 
the colouis were hauled down, and the 
Airicame was taken possession of by 
the Fienrh. A breeze springing op 
about an hour after this action, the 
commodore offered battle to the two 
French frigates, which, from their po- 
sition, had scarcely received any da- 
mage, but the combat was by them 
declined. He then proceeded to join 
the Otter sloop and Staunch gun-brig, 
(out of sight 10 leeward,) and bearing 
down again upon the enemy, in the 
afternoon, retook his fhajesty's ship 
Atricninc from the French frigates, 
which made all possible sail, and fled 
from the commodore. The Africaine 
was towed into the bay of St. Paul’s. 
I do myself the honour to transmit to 
your lordship, a copy of commodore 
Rowley’s letter, relative to this affair. 

* It is with the deepest regret, that I 
have to announce to your lordship, the 
death of captain Elliott, who, together 
with major Barry, embarked on board 
the Africaine as volunteers while in 
sight of the enemy. These two offi- 
cers greatly distinguished themselves 
by their exertion on the quarter-deck, 
during the sanguinaiy contest which 
took place. About the middle of the 
action, captain Elliott received three 
musket balls m his head, which put 
an 1 end to his existence ; aud major 
Barry, remaining on the quarter-deck, 
(me out of three who had not been either 
killed or wounded during the engage- 
ment, was taken prisoner and carried 
to the Isle of Fiance. I am irresisti- 
bly led to express, in this place, the 
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irreparable injury the ppblicf service 
.has sustained by the tctrq>orary loss 
of the chief secretary to this government, 
who lias tilled that station since the 
conquest of the island, with the most 
exemplary zeal, great ability, and in- 
defatigable application. I have ap- 
pointed my military secretary, captain 
Hewett, to act for major Rarrv, until 
circumstances shall enable the latter 
to resume the functions of his office. 

On the 18th instant, an action 
commenced off the ule of Bdurbon, 
between his majesty's ship Ceylon 
and the Venus French frigate, of 44 
gnus, and Victor sloop of war. After 
4 .most gallant defence, during five 
hours, the Ceylon was obliged to 
duke to superior force. The Ve- 
nus was dismasted, and the Ceylon, 
in a most crippled and unmanage- 
able state, was towed off by the Victor. 
The intelligence of this engagement 
was immediate!) dispatched to St. 
Paul's, and the comtuodoj*e#proceeded 
forthwith, with the Utter and Staunch, 
m pursuit ol the enemy, and coming 
up with him about five o'clock m the 
evening, retook the Ceylon, and cap- 
tured the Venus .* enclosure No. /, is 
a copy of commodore I^nv ley’s letter 
to me detailing this seiviee. 

It it a most satisfactory circum- 
stance, that general Abercromby, who 
wa'i on board his majesty’s ship Cey- 
lon, should have been thus saved liom 
captivity, and enabled to carry into exe- 
cution the important service entrusted 
to his direction by your lorddiip. 1 
shall conclude this plain narrative of 
facts with one ohsei vation, which is, 
that the loss of the Venus, the finest 
Flench frigate belonging to the sta- 
tion, and the most efficiently manned, 
is a very severe blow upon general tie 
Caen, and that while the damage we 
have sustained at sea, will only in- 
cn-ease his embnnassment, t he dimi- 
nution of 350 men out ot the smad 
force he possessed for the defence of 
the Isle of France, without a pros- 
pect of reinforcements arriving from 
Europe, will greatly facilitate the con- 
quest of that island, by the Brasil 
armament. 

With a view of giving every facility 


in my power to the exertion of- com- 
modore Rowley in re-equipping the 
squadron in the present emergency, 
I have authorized him to employ any 
oft he ships in the service of government 
a* men of war. 

Great and increasing distress pre- 
vail at the isle of France, and as soon 
as we regain the ascendency at sea, 
which will be the moment our crip- 
pled ships are repaired, and which 
object commodore Rowley hopes to 
c*>m pass before many days elapse, the 
distVitious consequences of our late 
naval losses will entirely cease to be 
felt, excepting by the enemy, upon 
whom, even his late successes bear as 
irreparable injuries. The enemy can- 
not, in my opinion, after the loss 
of the Venus frigate, and the losses 
sustained in the different actions which 
have been fought, muster crews, more 
than sufficient for three frigates, and 
in making this exertion, he must en- 
tirely drain the isle of France of its 
present slender means of defence. 

(No. 5.) 

Hi* m 'jetty's shift RoaiUcea, St. Paul's 

Itm.i, /sic of Bout Lon, September 

15, 1810. 

Sir,- -You are already acquainted 
with our basing, in company with the 
Atiicaine fiigate, Oner «doup, and 
Staunch gun-brig, given chase to the 
Astree and Iphigema, French frigates, 
who stood off with a fresh breeze to 
the EastwMid, while we remained 
with the light and baffling westerly 
breezes, that prevail on that part of 
the coast; the Africaine, however, 
by superior sailing, and having the 
same wind as the enemy, was enabled 
to close hi ni Ixetore dark, and the Eoa- 
dicea left by the signals made from 
the Africaine, got sight of. him at nine 
1\ M. and continued gaining fast 
upon him • th* Afiicaine had tor some 
time shortened sail, being within gun 
shot of the enemy, when at three 
A. M. we observed her commence a 
firing at one of die enemy's frigates, 
theBoadicea then about four or five 
miles astern, still nearing them fast. 
1 conclude it was capiain Corbett's in- 
tention merely to up- u a paitial fire, 
with a view of crippling the. enemy's 
ships, but unfortunately at the m>.4 
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ment the tvind became light and va- 
riable, and the Africaine, who had 
closed with the enemy, while unma- 
nageable, got exposed to the fire of 
both ships, one of them in a destruc- 
tive raking position, and after a most 
gallant, though Unequal contest, she 
was compelled to surrender : the firing 
had ceased at four 1 5 A. M. but we 
were uncertain of the result, and just 
as the day (la vned, had arrived within 
musket shot of the ships, when to 
my infinite regret and mortification, i 
perceived the Africaine in possession 
of the enemy, who appeared to lu\e 
suffered (particularly the Astieo) but 
little in their rigging, masts, or yaids ; 
the Afiicaiue’s masts were also at this 
time standing, with the exception ul 
the mizen top-mast. I therefore con- 
sidered the state of the enemy such 
as not to justify my commencing an 
attack on so superior a force, particu- 
larly m the present critical position ot 
atKiiis, and w'hen we had information 
ot two more frigates and a coiveite 
cruizing »n the nctghbouiiiood. 1 thete- 
fote made sail to rejoin th.e Oder and 
Staunch, then out of sight, which hav- 
ing effected, we stood towards the 
tnemy's frigates, who, at our approach, 
abandoned the Afiicaine, leaving only 
an officer and nine Ftenchtnen in 
i barge of her, with sixty-five wound- 
ed, and about eighty- three others of 
her crew, whom they had not time 
to remove, and at five in the afternoon 
we regained the possesion ot her. 

It i>. with concern 1 have to mention, 
tint them is a considerable loss of killed 
.'ik! wounded, but tl.<- <*\U tit I liave 
not been anie to nsceiJam; and with 
deep regret l name my gallant friend, 
captain Corbett, among the number - f 
lie was wounded early in the action, 
and died a few hour3 after it ceased. 
Captain Klliott of the staff, 1 am 
forty to add, is among the killed; and 
major Barry and lieutenant Holmes, 
rf the 8(iih, wounded; the former 
a piisoner, which inclines me to hope 
his wound Is not dangerous. 

The two. enemy’s I’vigntes were in 
.sight from the mast-head, yesterday 
evening, to the ehstwaid, standing, as 
vc suppose, on their way to join the 


Manche and Venus, to windward of 
the island. 

I have the honor to be, &:c. 

(Signed) Jos. Rowley. 

No. 7, 

His majesty's ship Boadicea , St. Pauls 

Road , Isle oj Bourbon, Sept. ]Q. 

Sir, — I have the honour to inform 
you, that shortly after having anchor- 
ed in the bay yesterday morning, we 
discovered three sail m the offing, two 
of whigli appeared in a disabled state. 
We immediately weighed, in com- 
pany with the Otter and Staunch glin- 
ting, but from light winds were un- 
able for some tune to clear the bay, 
at which pciiod the sliips were, nearly 
out of sight ; the Boadrea, however, 
within the advantage of a iiedi bret /e, 
soon neared them. On our approach, 
one ot them, which bad a disabled 
frigate m tow, cast her otf, and made 
ail -.ail away from us ; the third, a Ju- 
gate under tourse-s her top-mast being 
shot away* had bote up to close the 
other; we ran her alongside, and 
after a close of a few minutes, she sur- 
rendered, and proved to be ihc French 
impel lal ti ignte La Venus, ot 14 guns, 
with a complement, on leaving poit, of 
:* l »0 men. Sh# had in the early part 
ot the morning, in company with the 
Victor corvette, captured, after the 
most gallant defence, h vs majesty’s ship 
Ceylon, commanded by captain (Jot don, 
having on board general Abercrombie 
and his staff, bound for this island. 
Our loss on this occasion was trifling, 
tvvo men only being wounded; that 
of La Venus was nine killed and seven- 
teen wounded. 

Wo anchored here with La Venus 
and Staunch this morning, but the 
Otter and Ceylon have not yet arrived, 
though in sight from the mast-head 
when we entered the bay : captain 
Gordon, and almost the whole ot his 
crew, are on board the latter, so that* 
I trust she will soon be again in a state 
for sefvice. We diall proceed with all 
expedition in fitting the other frigates 
for sea. * 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) Jos, Rowley. 
To the hart. R. T. Tarquhar Esq . tsfe. 

Pu«iUhed by order of ihe right ho* 
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nourable the governor-general in conn- 
•cil. 

N. B. Edmonstone, 
Chief Sec. to the Government. 

5jov. 24. On Monthly la^t, a 
meeting of the proprietors of the 
bank of Bengal was held, pnrsmnt to 
public advertisement, for the election 
of a director , in the room of lieutenant 
D. Marleod resigned j and for the con- 
sideration of the proposition, whether 
the government treasury noises, the* 
propetty of the bank, and now coming 
in course of payment, should be trans- 
ferred tot lie government 6per cent. loan* 
The question had been brought be tore 
tire directors some weeks ago, when 
it was determined that the treasury 
notes should not be transferred to the 
d per cent. loan. That resolution was 
confirmed by the .meeting of propiie- 
tors, held at the bank on Monday. 

At the same meeting, major Afty 
Henncssy was elected a director ut 
the hank, in the room of lieutenant 
Macleod. 

The Loss of the ship Agnes, captain 
Sims. 

The ship Agnes, captain Sims, left 
her Bengal pilot on the 10th of May 
last, bound to Prince of Wales's Island, 
wheie she arrived on the 31st. She 
remained there fill the 1 8th of June, 
when she weighed, and sailed for 
Acheen, and an. -hoied there on the 
24th ; mailed thence, on the following 
day, for Madras. From the lime of 
leaving Acheen, till the 10th of July, 
the log of the Agnes presents a conti- 
nued scries of stormy, unsettled wea- 
ther, with frequent heavy squalls ; the 
winds chiefly from the South-West. 
During that time the ship laboured 
much j made a considerable quantity 
of water, and lost various parts of her 
rigging. Nearly one half of the ship’s 
company was sick, and the other half 
exhausted with incessant fatigue, so 
that it was with difficulty tbt? ship 
could be worked. Having steadily 
persevered* for upwards of 15 days, 
to get to the southward ; but finding, 
by an observation on the 10th of July, 
the first had tor five days, that they 
were losing ground, it w^s determi* 


» 7 

ned, after due consultation, for the 
safety ol the people, as well as of the 
ship and cargo, to stand over for the 
Coast of Coromandel, to make, if pos- 
sible, Coringa, or some other part of 
it ; in the expectation ed more favour- 
able winds and weather, and to endea- 
vour to got to Madras, by working 
down the coj*.t. 1 he ship’s course 
was nben*d accordingly, on the 10th 
of July being then Lat. 130 18’ N. 
’Use weather continued unsettled and 
jqiiaU\ , and so cloudy as to admit of 
no observation. On the l*4th, it was 
unusually thick and cloudy, and still 
without an observation. On this day 
a sudden squall split the mainsail, and 
occasioned some other damage. Fresh 
gales continued during tjie latter part 
of the 13ih, and the whole o» the 
14th ; and at ten minutes past 4, A. 
M. on the 1 5th, the ship struck. The 
helm was immediately put a weather, 
and the afteryards square d, in the hope 
of wearing ship : finding that sho 
would not wear, ho\e all aback, but 
without effect. It w r as then proposed 
to let go an anchor ; but finding by the 
lead that the ship forged a head, from 
the force of the sea, that measure was 
countermanded, a**had an anchor been 
let go, in her then situation she would 
have toned u through her bottom, as 
she drove lot ward on the sand. She 
soon began to sti ike very heavily abaft ; 
and in a short time the rudder was beat 
off ; the tiller broke nearly at the same 
time, and in a few minutes went clear 
of the stem. 

At break of day, though the wea- 
ther still cnniuuicd thick and cloudy, 
the land was seen, with a heavy surf 
breaking along the shore, which ex- 
tended from \V. N. \V. to East. Cap- 
tain Sum and his officers were natu- 
rally much astonished at finding the 
ship aground upon the coast, having 
had no previous indication of being 
in the vicinity of the land j and from 
the unfavourable state of the weather, 
which, for several preceding days, 
had pi even ted any observation, the 
true state of the ship was concealed ; 
and it was not till now, when she was 
on shoic, that it was found that she 
had been carried, by unaccountable 
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currents, upward* of two degrees and 
,1 half from her place, as given by ac- 
count. 

Jo a short time after the rudder had 
be it off, the ship was driven, by the 
violence of the sea, nearer to the surf. 
\\ o\ A. M. the sea broke over the 
after part so heavily, that the dead- 
lights and counter were forced in, and 
the water made a free passage fore and 
aft, in the between decks. Under 
these dangerous circumstances, it be- 
came a necessary duty to make prepa? 
rations for the safety of t ho people 
tm board. With that view, a small 
raft was got ready, and an attempt 
made by its means to pass a rope to the 
shoie. Three men were placed upon 
me raft, with a quantity of small line, 
which was veered away ; but the cur- 
rent set so strongly along shore, to the 
north-east, that it was found impossi- 
ble to gun the beach : and before the 
i.:ir could be hauled back to the ship, it 
was repeatedly overset, to the great 
dmgor of the men that weie upon it. 
Yv'mle these attempts were making to 
gun the shore with the small raft, one 
ot a larger size was prepared and 
tiuuched. Si \ hands were placed on 
fins raft ; and after jnuch labour, and 
r.i ’avoidable delay, it was got on slioie, 
a l a great distance to leeward oi the 
Mop. The natives, of whom several 
had, by this time, assembled on the 
‘-•'Mob, went into the suif, and assisted 
t‘.ie people from the ship, in hauling 
the rope, that had been cariied ashore, 
*o as to bring it abreast of the wreck, 
when a larger rope was bent to the 
< '■ne that had already reached the 
beach, with the intention of getting 
lie end of the larger rope to shore, 

< ml then to lash the bight of it to the 
raft, so as to secure the means of haul- 
ing that raft t*> and from the shore and 
ihe slop, by which all the pel sons on 
hoard might be carried on shore > but 
owing to the number of people ou the 
beach, who began to haul upon the 
rope, it gave way, and thus all that had 
been gamed by so much labour 'and 
perseverence, was lost in a moment. 
Some other attempts were .set on foot 
to send another rope on shore. In the 
mean time the situation of the people 


on board became more and more peril* 

ous. 

Towards noon, the swell rather in- 
creased, the ship sti iking very heavily, 
and the masts threatening momentarily 
to fill oveiboaul; it was thought expe- 
dient that Mrs. Sims and two infant 
children, passengers on board, should 
be placed in the long boat j which be- 
ing done, and the tackle** fixed, the boat 
was hoisied out, and Mi. Crouch, the 
first officer, with four hands, went on 
board, Vo endeavour to conduct her 
safely to the shoie, through the surf. 
Before the tackles c<mld be cleared, 
the sea broke over the boat, and she 
was nearly filled, and stove in on 
one side, so that she was in imminent 
danger of going down along side. In 
this frightful condition, Mrs. Sims and 
the two children were floated and 
thrown to and fro upon the water, 
which nearly filled the boat. At length 
she got clear of the w reck, and after 
an hour of hard toil, during which the 
boa# was exposed to the incessant bi cak- 
ing of the surf, succeeded in gaining 
the shore, drenched with water, and 
worn out with fatigue; one of the 
planks being beat from the bottom of 
the boar, and some others having start- 
ed, as she took the shore, she was ren- 
dered unfit to go oil to the ship. The 
people on board being thus deprived 
of the assistance on which they had 
relied from the shore, began to prepare 
a large raft from the spare top- mast 
and top-sail yard, and a Catamaran, 
brought from a distant part of the 
coast, fortunately came along side 
about the same time. As all hope* of 
saving the ship had been for some tune 
at an end, there being sixteen feet 
water in the hold, the between decks 
entirely full, the coiuuei beat in, ticc. 
t lie presence of the commander or 
officers could be no longer useful. Cap- 
tain Sims, therefoie, determined to 
attempt to get on shore ; , he and the 
sy r a ng«* leaped overboard, and caught 
hold of the Catamaran, by which they 
were carried through the $urf, and 
lauded on the beach. Be foie quit- 
ting the ship, captain Sim* caused 
several of hi* trunks to be thrown 
overboard, that they might have thu 



BENGAL OCCURRENCES FOR NOVEMBER, 1810 . Sg 


chance to be driven on shore; some of 
them did reach the beach, and various 
papers and other articles were thus 
saved. 

Upon his landing, captain Sims as- 
certained, from the people of the ad- 
joining country, who had collected on 
the beach, the name of the place at 
which lie was wrecked, to be Kisna- 
piily, a dreary and desolate part of the 
coast ; without a house or a hut in 
Fight, or within several miles : in lac. 
10 deg. 24 N. about thirty miles to the 
southward of Coringa ; the country 
around wasf barren, and the beach 
cohered with sand hillocks, forme 1 by 
Hie eddying of the winds; there were no 
trees, no verdure, .nor any shelter from 
the inclemency of the weather. Made* 
pollam, lout teen miles distant, was the 
nearest station, and the seat of a British 
resident. Paper and a pencil having 
been saved from the wreck, a note was 
dispatched to Madepollam, acquainting 
the resident with the circumstance of 
the shipwieck, and the distress o0the 
survivors. 

In the course of the afternoon, the 
Catamaran was sent oif twice to the 
ship, and brought on shore as many of 
the people as would venture to leap 
from the wreck, a.d trust themselves 
to pass the surf with the Catamaran. 
As I lie night approached, captain Sims, 
and the party on shore, will) the assist- 
ance of the natives, got the two boats 
hauled up to the nearest sand hillocks, 
and placing them on the top of those, 
with their bottoms upwards, formed in 
that vvay,a sort of covering, under which 
Mrs. Sims, the children, and the other 
sufferers, found some shelter from the 
rain, which at intervals descended in 
torrents. 

Just as the evening set In, the large 
raft, .with Mr. Martin, second officer, 
and eleven people, came on shore from 
the wreck, being all that would ven- 
ture to trust themselves to that con- 
veyance, leaving on board the gunner 
and ten I a scars. When Mr. Martin 
left the *ihip, she had settled so deeply 
in the sand, that *he had but little mo- 
tion, though she was going tp pieces 
abaft ; and some of her planks, and va- 
rious parts of her cargo, consisting of 


chests of silk, bags of pepper, &c. kc. 
were found floating ashoto, to the. dis- 
tance of a mile or two to leeward of 
the ship. A part of the silk, pepper, 
kc. were picked up, and brought to 
the boats during the night, to pteserve 
th«^ri from the natives, who shewed a 
strong disposition to plunder. The 
lasoars evinced the utmost apathy ; they 
could not be prevailed on to assist in 
recovering any part of the property, 
nor even to assist any ot their fellow 
«u defers. 

* On the following day, the l6th July, 
the wreck was found to have settled 
still more deeply in the sand. Tho 
gunner and ten lascars still remained 
on board, as they were unwilling to 
trust themselves to the ra(t, and the 
Catamaran people could not be pre- 
vailed on to go again to the wiecko 
The Serang and all the la*cais, who 
had got on shore, deseited in the 
course of the night. 

About eight o’clock, an answer was 
received to the note dispatched on the * 
preceding day, to Mr. Dodwcli, the 
resident at Madepollam. The letter 
from that gentleman was accompanied 
with a supply of refreshments and 
money; with servants, provisions, and 
whatever an humane attention could 
suggest. These supplies were season- 
able and acceptable, as not a morsel 
of food, or anv article of sustenance, 
had been saved. 

Mr. J)nd\vell did not content himself 
with meiely furnishing provisions and 
assistance. In the com -e of the day 
he came himself, to the wieck, atten- 
ded with a spare pal.tnq li.i, to 
accommodate Mr*. Sims and the cli H - 
dren, with a conveyance w Made- 
pollam, where they were most hospi- 
tably received under has roof. Thu 
presence of this gentleman at th* 
Beach, had a favourable etfect on the 
people of the Catamaran — they now 
ventured on board, and brought oi* 
shore the gunner and all the lascar^ 
except two, who were too inlirm to 
admtof the requisite exertion to get 
on the Catamaian. 

Captain Sum and h : > O dicers, now 
mustered all their -to n j'a, to collect 
the spars and rails t' other, and by 
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covering them with Talmyra leave? 
to form a shelter from the rain and 
intensity of sunshine. During the 
day, further quantities of pepper, ben- 
jamin, and packages of silk, were dri- 
ven on shore from the wr^ek, to the 
distance of nearly a league Those 
packages of goods, by the assistance 
of the coolies and peons, furnished by 
Mr. Dodwell, \yere collected and 
brought to the hut. The inhabitants 
of the adjoining districts were un- 
willing to afford any assistance ; and 
it was with great difficulty that they 
could be tempted to work, by very 
high wng»*s. 

On the 1 /th, Captain Sims pre- 
vailed on the people of the Catamaran, 
and some Teiinga lascars, to go otT 
to the wreck, and to cut away the 
masts and yards, whereby a consider- 
able part of the rigging was saved. 
As the surf b. came somewhat mode- 
iate towards ike evening, the Car 3 - 
nnran happily succeeded in bringing 
on shore the two invalids, who had 
lennined till this time with the wreck ; 
and thus the life of eveiy individual 
that belonged to the Agues, was fortu- 
nately saved. 

Captain Sims and his Officers 
remained at the place of the wreck 
till the 2 tth of August, actively em- 
ployed hi saving whatever part of the 
cargo, or ship’s stores floated on shore. 
During the whole of that time, they 
were exposed to every inclemency 
of the weather, on a desert beach, 
without accommodations, suffering 
greatly from the sand, which was per- 
petually raised and scattered abroad 
by the winds. They could not have 
n.iii»t»m»d this painful and fatiguing 
:». , vi-o. I, id they not been succoured 
by the aid, unceasingly afforded by 
Mr. Dodwell. He sent them daily 
supplies of provisions and wines ; and 
furnished tiemi with coolies and peons j 
and to his kind interference is to be 
ascribed the success that attended their 
exertions in saving, and securing from 
pillage, such parts of the cargo and 
ship'** stores as dnfred on shore. 

Dkcrmokk 1 . — The right hnnour- 
ble the governor-general m council is 
pleased to direct, that agreeably to the 


request of captain R. Hay, commanding 
the honourable company's ship Astell , 1 
the following letter be published for 
general information. / 

On this occasion his lordship in 
council deems it proper to express his 
entire conviction, both that the state- 
ment of facts contained in captain 
Hay's letter is correct, and that every 
practical exertion of zeal and gallantry 
was employed by captain Hay, and the 
officers^ seamen, and soldiers under his 
direction, to support the unequal con- 
test in which the honmuablc company's 
ships Ceylon, Windb.»n$ and Astell, 
weie engaged with a very superior 
foice of the enemy on the 3 d of July; 

In affording this public testimony of 
the just sense which government en- 
tertains of the merits of captain Hay, 
his lordship in council cannot retrain 
from expressing his concern at flic seve- 
nty and duration of that gallant officer'* 
sufferings under the wound winch ho 
received m the kite engagement. 

if order of the light honourable the 
governor-genual- in -council. 

N. 1». KnMOtCST ONE, 
Chief Sec. to Govt, 
Calcutta , Decent her I, J810 
To N B. Etl man stone, Ts y . Chief Secre- 
tary to govern men t 

Sir, — Having seen in tin* Calcutta 
gazette the French ofth ini account of 
the action of the 3d of July, in which it 
is asserted, that the Astell struck her 
colours, and availing herself of tiro 
darkness of the night, effected .ho* es- 
cape, I deem it my indispensable duty 
to state to you, for the information of 
the right honourable the governor-ge- 
neral in council, that the accusation is 
false, and that so far from the AsteJl’s 
colours ever having been hauled down, 
three ensigns were kept flying until the 
following morning, and the light was 
kept abroad, until such time as the 
enemy could only be seen, by means of 
their rockets and false fires. I trust l 
shall bfc excused mentioning a circum- 
stance, which otherwise I would not 
rlo, viz that we commenced*; he action 
widi our pendant nailed at the mast 
head, and the ensign at the mi/.en peak, 
havirg been three times i hot away, 
three were displayed, that the enemy 
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might not for a moment suppose we 
had struck; this surely did not merit 
the arcusation ot having acted contrary 
to all the rules of honour and of war. 

L beg leave to express a wish, that 
this may be mack* public. 

I have the honour to be, &*c. 
(Signed) R Hay, commander. 
\Vc the undersigned officers of Ins 
majesty's 24th regiment, who were ou 
hoard the Astell, in the action of the 
:td ot July, hereby declare* that the 
annexed slatenn nt ot captain Hay’s is 
coiiecr. (Signed) 

J W. Forsi lk, major 24th foot. 

H. White, capt. 24ih fj^ot. 

T I'iuh;, e.ipl . 24th inf. 

11 * Guuhins, i apt. H. M ’s 24th 
to »t. J. Ewing, Jinn. II. M.s idih 
Inf 

Joiiv M.\x\\tu., iieut. II. M ’s 24th 
infantry. 

J lUiuu-i, Iieut. 24th foot, 
how Aitn Juiin^on, assistant surgeon, 
2 Uii fool 

Wii.lum Dacrf, on*ign t 24th reg|* 

( \ true copy,) 

i\. li Kdmovstonk, 

C hief See, to Govt. 

“ Sjh, 

“ It i-» with extreme regie t I have 
again to lav hcfuic \ou, the iini.ni- 
staiu e* a- leiul.iig tin eiphire » f the 
I'-Moni.dhf* compmv'.s slop Wiiulham, 
by a Ei cm h squidion, consisting of 
1 vo l:u ge f irate* anil a corvette, w Inch 
v-'* had the nmluitune to fall in with, 
v hiUt on our passage fiom the Cape of 
Gnoflnfopo in Madias. 

“ At dajr-bicak, on the morning of 
the :sd instant, the islands of Mayoita, 
E. halt N. Johanna to the N. W. 
distance hum the nearest shore 12 or 
1 :: league*, observed tluee sail to the 
\ N. K close hauled on the larboaid 
tack, and under a press ot sail towards 
us. \W immediately discovcied them 
be enemies : our commodore, (cap- 
tun M niton, ot the (>\ Ion.) male 
the signals to haul to l he wind, r>n me 
sailboard taik, and prepare torbttdc. 
At two A. M. the wind blowing fieah 
tio.n tin; S* S. E. the Asti 11 made the 
signal lor being overpressed with saif, 
shortened sail in consequence, waited 
to* iho enemy. Aiquaiur p^t two, the 


largest frigate and corvette within gun- 
shot to windward, the Ceylon and 
Windham in close line of battle : the 
Ceylon the centre, Asiell to leeward, 
and astern ot the Ceylon, at half-past 
two tire enemy commenced a heavy 
and well-durued fire, which was re- 
turned by all of us, and continued till 
half- past four, when the frigate bore 
down on us, then the head-most 
and weathermost ship, and having con- 
ceived a possibility of boarding, called 
the hands upon deck for that purpp.se, 
making such sail as I could, for the 
purpose of striking on his larboaid 
quarter, and bringing him along side, 
bill unfortunately, from the impossibi- 
lity of setting sufficient sail, every 
thing being so much damaged, he just 
cleaied us by a few yards; sent the 
hands Jo quarters again, and kept up a 
bi i*k tire with our guns and nni*quei rv, 
as dul lire Ceylon ami Astell, who were 
n: this time close tc lee waul of ns ; at 
r>, 1*. M the fngate’s main and mizen 
masts went <Jo*e by the caps. The 
other fugalc aad corvette at tin* time 
on om Ice qn.uici, and coming fast up. 
At htiif-pa-t . r >, T M. bemg now daik, 
they commencid a be.ivy file within 
pisiol shot, oui ships at this time in 
< io.sc line, Ccy ion m the centre, 1 \V;nd- 
h.im m the nar ;al! the ships m close 
action till halt-past six, when the Ov- 
lon boie Gown, as I supposed, for the 
pm pose of boarding* as the Astell bore 
down at the same pme, and passed 
close a head of us ; got all hands ou 
deck to boaul, when, on passing, the 
Ceylon haded, and informed us she 
had stmek ; the Astell made all sail 
to the W. N . W. and being favoured 
by the night, effected her escape. 
Finding om selves now left alone, and 
the fngate within hail, keeping up a 
constant tire, endeavouied to make 
sail, m the hope of gening away ; but 
them was not a single i ope of standing 
or running rigging hit. all the masts, 
\:uds, sails, ixc. seven ly wounded in 
ivnny pi ices, a* also nine of our guns 
rendered unserviceable, sent the hands 
toqmiUcis again, and kept up a brisk 
fue until hid past seven F. M. when 
finding no hope* of the enemy leaving 
us, aiidtheuibei liigatc coming again 
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fast up with our ship, now no longer 
manageable, conceived it an act of 
humanity to haul down the colours. 

4t To major-general Weatherall, for 
that able support I leceivcd from him, 
I shall ever feel mvself particularly in- 
debted. To my officers and passengers 
I shall ever retain a grateful sense, of 
their determined support. 

No encomium that I can pass, can 
do ample justice to the soldiers of his 
Majesty's 24 th regiment, as aLo to 
lieutenant Parsonage, the olficer whq 
commanded the detachment ; indeed, 
nothing could surpass the detei mined 
bravery of all on hoaid : every one 
seemed animated with t he same spint. 
At 8 P.M. was boarded by a boat tiom 
the French national frigate Lai Bcllone, 
commanded by Monsieur Duperre, 
Capitaine de Vaisseau, commodore of 
the division, mounting twenty-eight 
long French eighteen pounders on the 
main deck, and twenty 42 -pts canro- 
nades with two long nines on the 
quarter deck and foicrastle, swivels m 
the tops, a ud four Irundred men ; learn- 
ed that the other frigate was the Mi- 
nerve, cai rying thirty or eighteen prs. 
on the main dock, and the same force 
otherwise as La Bellone, the coivette 
was the Victor, armed with twenty 
thiity-two prs. car roubles. 

The force of the Windham, at the 
commencement ot tL» art ion was 
twenty short eighteen prs. gun deck, 
and six short sixes on the quaiter deck, 
twelve British seamen, and 130 o tier - 
tive troops, with 100 Lascars. On the 
following morning (fourth July,) was 
taken in tow hy the frigate La Bel- 
lone, and b. ought to an anchor at this 
place, in company with the othei trigale 
La Mmerve^ con cite Victor, and 
the Ceylon, on the 5 th of July. 
Learned with great regret that Captain 
jMcriton ot the Cc)kni v and lietiie- 
nant-colonei Marriott, of his Majesty’s 
21th regiment, lud been severely 
woundethn the action, but great hopes 
are entertained ot tlu ir recovery. 

The following is a list of the killed 
ond'yvounded of those on board the 
Windham. 

? I have the honour to be, &c. 
{Signed) John Stewart, Captain. 


Ki u.ed . — Richard Robinson, Seaman.-— 
John Murphy, Jrr. Reynolds, ^BAth ogi- 
incur. One Lascar. 

Worn i) F i) . — Corporal Noble, since 
dead.—- Thomas Shaw, Edwaid Jhik'D*. 
William Masters, Samuel Sm.d wooH, 9 .\\ It* 
icj'imcnt.-'ijohii Chisholm**, Riehaid AyL 
wards, Alexander Fiaser, 71x1 regiment. 
T"') Lascars. 

Total 4 killed, and 10 wounded. 

John St v. wart, 
Captain. 

To IT! I Ham Ramsay , E<<(. £ 5 * c. 

{jcnci al orders, hj the right honorable 
the'governor-grneral in couhriL 

Fori William, DtC. 7, 1810. — 
The right honorable me governor-ge- 
neral in council is pleased to direct, 
that the following details of a gallant 
and successful attack upon the united 
force of Lulchmun Sing, Hinmnit 
Sing, and Omrao Shig, tlie panizans 
of the marauder Gopat# Sing, con- 
dueled by captain Aichibald Watson, 
commanding n detachment in the pro- 
vince of Bundlecuud, be published 
for general information. 

The governor - general in council 
has great pleasure in diffusing a know- 
ledge of every transaction in which 
the officers and men, in the military 
service of the honourable company, 
have had an opportunity of manifesting 
their characteristic Tbit of biavery 
and exertion, and on the present oc- 
casion Ins lordship in council dis- 
charges, with peculiar sntisfac tion, the 
duty of mulcting justice to the skill 
and judgment displayed by captain 
Watson, in planning the attack the 
enemy's force, and to his a<Wity, 
zeal, and gallantry, and those of the 
nfficeis and troops under his com* 
m.iiuL in carrying it into effect with 
such signal success. 

The governor-general in council de- 
siles, that his acknowledgments be 
conveyed to captain Watson, and to 
lieutenants Duncan, Maxwell, Jef- 
freys, Colquhoun, and Waugh, and 
Cornet Boutcin, whose exertions are 
particularly noticed in captain Wat- 
son's report, for their distinguished 
services on this occasion j f and gene- 
rally to tlie officers and men of the 
detachment, for the spirit of perse- 
vering zeal and gallantry which they 
displayed in the execution of this well* 
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concerted enterprise. His lordship in 
council also deems it proper to nolice 
’in terms of public approbation, the 
gallant action pci formed by Ally 
NucJ\y^Beg, a3 described in captain 
Watson’s report. * 

By order of the right honorable the 
governor-general in council. 

N. B. KnMoNvroNF, 

Chief sec. to govt. 


To Ueutrmnt Cthnurl Jhoivn, com- 
t vt a tali ng the It vujt > , CSf c . fc. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acquaint \ on, 
that after two forced nuiches fioui 
Aunv&hauM which \w left ou t he 1/th) 
we cuiikj np with the enemy, just as 
morning dawned on the icjth.ut the 
the village of Bohmury, or Ilowony, 
distant 2h cess to the westward of 
Busl^waho. They had heard ot our 
approach horn Aumgkaut, but did not 
expect us siwxm. Tney had divided 
tlioir foice, forming tv. o weh-choscn 
posit ion w it Skin 300 or 4 (jO )ardsuf 
each other; one post consisting of all 
thuir cavalry, and lioni 4 to 500 Lnfan- 
ny, under f.utchmun and Hunmut 
Sing, occupying a grove of trees, 
sun otinded by a very deep ravine, and 
the other of 2 or 300 Infantry, at the 
village of Bohmorv, under (as was 
siidj Omrao Sing the nephew of 
Ciopnul. 

As we had correct information of 
the situation of the ground in their 
vicinity, the disposition for the attack 
had ttfren picvioudy at ranged— as soon, 
therefore, as the lights of the giovc 
v.eie seen, the cavalry advanced at a 
gallop round the grove, between it and 
the village, and passed the rav ine about 
1 ZO yaids to the right of the former. 
By this tunc, the enemy’s cavalry had 
formed, their infantry having com- 
menced a smart but ill directed the, as 
\ve ciossed the ravine, and seemed 
inclined to stand, not knowing, I p*e- 
bume, the object of this detour on 
their right, or that we were aware of 
the ravme, but the moment they per- 
ceived it, t :Tcy began to move off. A 
general chaige was immediately made, 
our flanks being covered *«cii by a 
subdivision* which, according to the 


disposition for the attack, had orders lo 
pursue full speed, supported by the 
regular advance, as fast as possible, of 
the main body— but such was ilie gene- 
ral ardor, that it was impossible, as is 
too often the case, to restrain it, and we 
passed over 5 or (j coss of ground be- 
foie ilein could be pulled up, destroy- 
ing a gieat part of the enemy’s cavalry, 
amongst whom were several of the 
inferior chiefs, but I much regret that 
Himmut and Lulchmun Sing are said 
to have escaped, and Omrao* Sing had, 
as was afterwards found, gone off in 
the nrjhr. 

In the moan time, the i» r .intrv, sup- 
potted by the galloper, had advanced 
toward, the giovc ; two companies in 
open columns, and the remaining two 
in one liiu!, or giand division, at the 
Kin:e distance. m Mi nr rear. 'Hie 
enemy’s intaniiy opened a Miiait fire 
upon them, which did no execution, 
and continued it, till the column de- 
ploying m eoiwquenre or the ravine, 
and advancing with recovered aims, 
having oideis not to lire a shot till 
within twenty paces of the enemy, 
gave a close discharge in line, which, 
with a round or two from the galloper, 
fell so heavy, that they broke imme- 
diately and dispei sed on ail sides. At 
this moment much execution was 
done, and hud the ravine not tetarded 
extiemtlv the passage of the infantry 
into the giove, l am persuaded very 
few of the enemy would have escapee!. 
The cnvaliy returning from the pui- 
suii, cut up many of the stragglers. As 
soon as the infantry had earned the 
grove, and totally dc. poised the enomv, 
they halted, as ton her pursuit by them 
would have been improper, the othcers 
and men being much fatigued ; and as 
the village was yet to be stormed, 
many of the enemy's infantry had 
let rented into it. 

Within the village was a brick buck- 
rec, new and in perfect repair, which 
would have been impregnable to our 
foice, had t he enemy known how to 
defend it ; they kept up a smart, but 
ill-directed, lire upon the infantry 
as they advanced, until they arrived 
undercover of the houses of the vil- 
lage, and having placed the galloper 
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opposite one of the gates, a shot or two 
to terrified the enemy, that they imme- 
diately called for cjuaiter, and sur- 
rendered at discretion j fiom twenty to 
thirty ot the enemv we«e killed in the 
village Buckree before they sin render- 
ed. It would be difficult to do justice 
to the merits of lieutenant Duncan, 
who commanded the infant n » as well 
as lieutenants Maxwell, Jeffreys, and 
Colquhoun, on tin-* occasion j but when 
it is consideied that they and the men 
were much fatigued before they fiist 
saw the enemy, thc*ir persevering spi- 
rit, I doubt not, will be fully appre- 
ciated. Lieutenant Waugh, and Cor- 
net Boutcin, acted wiili ;lnir mini 
gallantry, as d d all the* native oiluvrs 
and men of the detachment of cavalry ; 
Ally Necky Bog, JcmiJar of the Olli 
troop, narrowly neaped the ‘•pear of 
one of the enemy's siidais, wlio ai- 
tacked him Hi* carried c ur Mandjid, 
with the pike of which h** unhorsed 
him, and the next mo neui he Lad him 
dead on the held. 

The ene.nv have !o-f, on tins o.**‘a- 
smn, on the mo,t correct tuicul 5 * • 
upw ards of iro hided aed uon'd- 5 , 
Jit id 1(K) pr-ioi.u - . of il.eim. i 1 line 
detained omy s.x, i.o .in t<» Ik* 
ch«ef» ol i.otc under Unpaid. a.:d -< me 
of them peiso.ialiy teiatcd •• L.>n and 
to Lutch.niri S.ng A great .pi. unity 
of matchlock-, s woids, speais, bieg-'/o, 
bullocks. hope- \< have fn ien mtn 
our hau ls The Bin ko e we have 
de-trovid, and -hon'd abo hive ho d 
the village, but fio c muivc»oi nn- 
manit^ to the wounde d 

I regret <_wfir'ne.\ we !/ave no assis- 
tant surgeon rai the x.ime account, ,11 
their wounds, mi »y of which requite 
amputation, can only he dre sed, uini 
are consequently 1‘nume mortal. 

it was my intention, uinl f had 
seen the ground, to have fir-a attacked 
the vilhige , but nruumiai.u^ were 
such, that we ‘■hnnid only Live lost 
time, as thenillage lay dOUyaids fur- 
ther of] the point ot our apptoai h than 
the «moW. 

.After lcav i eg ll.imn-'Jiur, 1 had in- 
of i“,(} cavaii v, and a body 
of Mtych)ock-> belong;: ^ lo the tloef 

of Chercofree, Lor-g at 1 leeruhporc. 


intending fo join us. I instantly sent 
them oyders to be at Huckswaho, and 
acquainted the chief, that we should 
at that place during the night. But 
although they had several hours more 
than enough, they did not join ns 
till late in the evening of the lyth. 
Had these people come up it was my 
intention to have formed two separate 
bodies of cavaliy, and left one of them 
to cut up the enemy’s infantry on their 
dispersion. But as they did not, my 
attention was entirely directed to thy 
operations in the grove, till, contrary 
to my expectation their cavalry at 
once separated fiom the infqptry, and 
could be attended with no hazard. it 
is my duty to say, that had the Cher- 
coricc chief's people done their duty, 
it ix ext timely probable the enemy’s 
force, civiliy and infantry, would 
have been Jot dlv destroyed. 

My further operations will be ac- 
cording to the intelligence I mav ie- 
ceive , at present 1 am of opinion 
that my force should be augmented, 
Hi the eiKmyare concent i a ting again 
l.i d th unt directions, and for ofhei 
lei-nni whuli l shall hereafter explain 
in det nL An n%»i-d int surgeon is 
also nb-olutih i.ccesiaiy, and 1 um. 
sul r my detachment in some tlegu'c 
inethch nt wniioui one. 

«a-i of » tsuabies in the attack of 
the c.-i'U'v "s p it n/. uii at Bulimory . 

III. I \ — i 'I III At II (Cl IJ. 

'ph.'oep ixt N.ir. i »bv — l nun wounded. 

( tn dn;o. due;. i ‘lam. 

IlORSLS. 

troop, i kil.iu k n.<i i wounded. 
f> ' ftiU.i, l c iJirio. 

lhivo, Ohio, dam, mnMrg. 

I ‘ 'V : the honour. &c. See. 
’Sign'd) Ak. IJ VST a T * ( ) s , 
t dpi . • . nm»*\ti.ui»*t; •> df : ‘i hiii^tu. 
hahnuntj , AWr -infer 20, 18 JO. 

P. S. I should have repotted yes- 
terday, bvit having left all cair baggage, 
in Huckswaho, fw Im^e chief accompa- 
nied us to hohmoi v ) it was out of mv 
power. 'I he delay has been absolutely 
unavoidable, \ A True Copy.) 
(Signed) (i, S Biiown, Lt.-col. 

( A 4T. oe Co}))' ) 

(Signed) J. limn mumIm, A, G. G* 

( \ 'i i ne f \ ) 

N. B KliMON •‘TON’H, 

C.inci occ. to Govt. 
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Dec. 15tl>. — Intelligence from Gha- 
• zcepore mentions the arrival of major- 
general Champagne, at that place, on 
the 28th ultimo. On the 2<)th, he 
reviewed his majesty's 67th regiment, 
near 1000 strong, and expressed much 
satisfaction at the different manueuvies, 
which they performed with great pi e- 
cision. r llic general proceeded eaily 
on the 30th to Cawnpore. 

Dec. J9. — The fine large ship, the 
Russell, launched at this pent about 
t jghtern morths ago. and lately pur- 
chased by the Philippine company, \va« 
oulered, upon her arrival at Manilla, 
to undeigo the ceremony of purifica- 
tion. For the due performance of 
that solemnity, all the Europeans and 
Lascars, and indeed every Jiving ctea- 
tuie that belonged to her, while in 
the hands of the heretics, were taken 
cut ; the host was then carried on 
board j holy wafer profusely sprinkled, 
and the ship in due form purified 
iiom all the relics and contagious lea- 
ven, with which she might be sup- 
posed to have been polluted by her 
former possessors. 

Cup if of the summons made 1y his ex - 
ceflcncy the captain general, to the 
commodore commanding his Britan - 
nic majesty s frigate the lphigenia f 
and the iattery f the Isle of Passe, 
l tf ore Port Imperial of the hie of 
France. 

On hoard the frigate, of his Majesty 1. 
and king, the Minerva, Aug. 2/» 1810. 

Si h. — I n consequence of your en- 
terprise of the 23d of this month with 
our squadron against the frigates of 
his majesty the emperor of the French, 
king of Italy, &c. the Bellona and 
Minerva anchored in this port, you 
are reduced to the most critical position, 
you can hope for no change of fortune, 
as on ?ne hand I have given orders 
to a superior force to keep you strictly 
blockaded, and on the other hand, 
you cannot expect deliverance, as, for 
several months, a sufficient number 
of frigates of his Hutannic majesty 
cannot be expected t™cope with the 
sui'erior force which I have at this 
moment at my disposal. This fright- 
ful siiM.ition, in which you find your- 
self, with a great number of your 
Vol. J2. 


countrymen, in consequence cf your 
being obliged to set fire to two of your 
frigates, having now no other refuge 
but the JpHgcnia, which you cannot 
repair, and a buiren rock where you 
have no asylum for the great number 
of your wounded, and where, in a 
very ihort time you will be without 
means of existence, such great cala- 
mities of which you already suffer so 
much, ought to convince you, com- 
modore, that all idea of resistance 
will be deceitful and inhuman ; con- 
sequent’;/, I summon \ou in the 
name ot his majesty the emperor my 
master, to surrender yourself prisoner 
of wai with your crews, also the bat- 
tery of the Isle of Pa^se, to restore to 
hi* Majesty, the F.npeior, absolutely 
untoujhed, the batteries, aims, ships, 
ammunition, in short, every thing 
which is established for the defence of 
this post, likewise to give up to my 
disposal his Britannic majesty’s fngute 
the Iphigenia, without any injury 
whatever, but »uch as she may have 
received in the action in which she has 
shared. 

But if, contrary to my expectation, 
you defer but one hou. to su: render 
yourself to the condition prescribed, 
you are not to expect from me any 
clemency, whether you and your peo- 
ple perish with hunger and misery, 
01 if I undertake to reduce you, which 
will be quickly executed, all will 
be put to The edge of the sw ord. 

I have now only to exhort you. 
commodore, not to compel me to 
execute towards yourself and those 
whom you command, either ot the des- 
perate extremities, with which I have 
just threatened you. 

The captain general, 
(Signed) Decaek. 
Copy of commodore Lambert's answer 
to his excellency the captain -general. 
On board his majesty's frigate the Iphi - 
genia, August 28, J 8K). 

Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter on the painful 
subject of a capitulation. I transmit to 
you, enclosed, a copy of a correspon* 
deoce which has taken place between 
captain Haruelin and myself, and I have 
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too high an opinion of your excellency's 
honour, to suppose you will make any 
change in it, except what may result 
from not perfectly well understanding 
the French language. 

I have the honour to remain, 

Your excellency’s most humble, 
and most obedient sen ant, 
(Signed* Tu. Lambert. 
Copy of the summons made by captain 
Ilamdin, command ivy, a division of' 
the naval fanes of H. M. 1. and A . 
to his Bntanic majesty's comvwnhcr 
of the fori at the Isle of Passe, toge- 
ther with the Jphigenia frigate. 

Sir, 

That I may not augment the loss in 
men which yon have already su c »ained 
without hope of success, in the service 
of the king your master, I engage you 
to surrender at discretion, otherwise, 
with the four slops under my com- 
mand, I shall moor myself across the 
bay, and reduce you indubitably. 

I have the honour to remain, 
(Signed) E. Hamj 

Of 1 board the Vt mis, Aug. 27 , 1810. 
Copy of ioviviu:!ore Lambert's nrtsircr In 
captain Hamel ni s summons. 

Lie of Passe, Any. 2S, loin. 

SiK, 

'Die fortune of war is always doubt- 
ful ; w e cannot suneuder a*, discu ia*n 
an island and a higaleso \\* 11 armed, 
under every cmuiiwtanee. But as you 
express a desire to stop the eiacron of 
blood, we oiler to capitulate on the 
following term* : 

That the i»linrl shall be snrrenden d 
in irs actual state ; that the Iphi- 
genia trigate may be allowed to depait 
with all her crew* for any port you 
may name, belonging to the British go- 
vernment. 

I have the honour to remain, Kc. 

(Signed) T. Lambert. 

Copy of the second sum m o v s m rid >■ by t a p - 
lain Hum din tu ( ommodnre Inindeit. 
On board the Venus, Aug. 28, ltf 1U. 

Sin, 

Were not all resistance to my forces 
vain, r esteem you too much to pro- 
pose the contrary, but for the sake of 
your wounded, you ought to fear the 
lire of foiirfrigates j surrender at dis- 
cretion the Iphigcnia frigate and the 
fort of the Isle of Passe, let the French 


flag be hoisted at sun-rise, you will l • 
all prisoners of war, but sent immedi- 
ately on parole, or exchange to one of 
his Britannic majesty’s forts. 

1 have the honour to temain, &c. 

(Signed) Iv Hamklik. 
Cnpy of com modoi c Lambert's answer 
in captain Hum dirt. 

On board his majesty's fiigate the Iphi - 
genia, before the Isle oj Passe, Au- 
gust 2S, 1810. 

Sir, 

I had hoped, and was almost certain, 
that the honourable proposals which I 
made yesterday evening would ha\e 
been accepted. i ut under existing 
circumstances, his majesty’s ship* the 
Iphigema, with the fort oi* the Isle ol 
Passe, will be surrendered to you to- 
morrow morning at ten o'clock The 
French government will undcitnkc to 
pi ovide sound \e^els for the transpor- 
tation of the rpbi'Tcma'H men, with 
the garii-nn of the Lie of Pause, to the 
Cape of Good Hope, or any English 
po:t you mav name, in a month hence, 
oi toonci if possible. 

1 have the honour to lemain, fcc. 
(Sigrcd) Tu. Lamefri . 
Copy of' bis en client y, the captain- 
Utter t mom m adore Lamlvrt . 
O'l the f ) irate of U. M. 1. and K. 
I.e M'neiva , slug. 28 , lSlO. 

8 I R , 

I 1: i v « * the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of the reply you have made 
to my letters, as well as the communi- 
cation i ijriosed of your cui respondents 
and proposals to captain Hamclin. It 
impossible for me. Sir, to accede en- 
tirely to the favour you ask of being 
sent to ono of his Britannic majesty’s 
poits, with the ciew of the Jphigeni.i, 
and the garii»nn of the Isle of Passe. 
But in oidoi to give yon a new proof of 
Freni li generosity atid loyally,. l consent 
to send yon, in a month hence, emu r to 
England, or to the Cape of Good Hope, 
in sound vessels, on condition that you 
oi e 'not to serve against the empeior my 
master, unti^rou have been regularly 
exchanged ; *u will giv* me two hos- 
tages, which I shall name, as a pledge 
for the execution of the last article ut 
capitulation which I grant you. 

. If, as I flatter myself, you are ready 
to subscribe to ihu above conditions, X 
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invite you, commodore, to open a free 
►communication between myself and 
Mr* Hamelin, in order to execute as 
soon as possible the conditions which 
shall* be regularly drawn out. Ac- 
cording to which I have stated my 
authority to captain Hamelin, by my 
dispatches w hid) 1 have addressed to 
him. I have the honour to salute you. 
r l he captain genet ai j 
(Signed) Decakn. 

A true copy, 

(Signed) Bernard, sec . 

Die 22 — At the annual election 
of two directors of the bank of Ben- 
gal, Joseph Barretto, esq. and T. D. 
iWclier, esq. were selected for the 
ensuing year. 

At the sale of the company’s Ma- 
deira at the import warehouse on Mon- 
day, the Lon ion market yielded from 
500 to 510 inpces, and the India mar- 
ket fiom 12 5 to 440 rupees. About 
200 pipes were sold. The Opium 
sale commenced to day, and 2,484 
chests were pul up. 

Dec. 20. — Late accounts from Ilin- 
doostan contain no particular intel- 
ligence, except what relates to the 
extraordinary malady which, to the 
dismay of all the inhabitants in the 
vicinity of Scindea’s camp, continues 
to afflict the wife of Appa Kundrah, a 
person of great rank and authorityatthe 
court of that chieftain. 1 his lady has, it 
seems, for a long time past, been trou- 
bled with a snake between her should- 
ers, which, at the expiiation of every 
third or fourth year, puts forth its 
head, and continues to torment her, 
until it is gorged to its liking with 
human livers. The livers of young 
children are deemed more particulai ly 
etlicacious, in appeasing its ravenous 
appetite. And, such is Appa Kandra’s 
affection for his spouse, or such his 
disregard for the icst of human kind, 
and, at the same time, so great is*his 
influence at court, that he has obtain- 
ed permission, to keep horsemet>c< i- 
stantly on the look-out, in the environs 
of the camp, for strtfjr children or 
youths to supply food for this snake. 
The circumstance altogether has natu- 
rally excited extreme alarm in the 
neighbourhood ; but, notwithstanding 


every precaution on the part of the 
inhabitants, it is well known, that 
one unfortunate boy had actually been 
caught and sacrificed, for the horrid 
purpose in question. 

The real d ?e.ve, to which the Na- 
tives have attached this fabulous and 
revolting theory, is supposed to be a 
cancci ous soie. 


JiKMJAL 

Occurrences for January, 1811 . 

• 

January 2. — Workmen are em- 
ployed in the construction of a com- 
plete range of pucka barracks for the 
accommodation of the coipsof artil- 
lery at Dumdum. The buildings are 
to be one stoiy in he’ght, are to be 
ranged in the form of a square, and 
will he ready for the reception of the 
men, (who, during the season of prac- 
tice, have hitbeito been accommodated 
in tents only,) in the course of the en- 
suing year. 

January 4. —The detachment un- 
der the command of colonel Brown, 
on service in Rcrar, continues to pur- 
sue' Gopaul S»ng by rapid and incessant 
marches. '1 bey Have hitherto failed, 
however, in their endeavours to over- 
take the main body of that chieftain's 
foices, A small pai ty of his infantry 
w.^ 1 creep ted and cut to pieces, in the 

morning of the 21st ultimo ; and, in 
ti e course of the same day. a body of 
his horse w;n desciiod by a detachment 
of our cavalry, and the whole were 
destroyed, after a pursuit of about live; 
miles. 

Major Kelly, with the light detach- 
ment under Ins command, has moved 
from the cantonments at Loinrgong, 
and taken up a position to co-operate 
with colonel Brown’s force. 

Jan. 5. ---The whole Bat tee country 
has sunendered, without resistance, to 
the force commanded by colonel 
Adams. The principal chieftain, 
bo tee Khan, had delivered himself dp, 
and, at the dale of th<^ last accounts, 
was in the British cam^ The troops 
were expected immediately to return 
to Hansee and Kurnal. 

Jan. 7 -?— The Modeste frigate, 
is uq£ expected to get to sea, be* 
F 2 
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fore the end of the current month. 
The quantity of treasure ordered for 
shipment to Bombay on this vessel, 
amounts, in all, to 80 lacs of rupees, 
viz. (iO lacs in money, and 20 lacs in 
uncoined bullion. 

The following correspondence reflects 
much credit on the conduct of captain 
He ming, of the honourable company s 
ship , Earl Spencer. 

To captain G. Heming , commander of 
the honourable company's ship, Earl 
Spencer. Public department . 

Sir, 

I am directed by the right honourable 
the governor-general in council to trans- 
mit to you the subjoined copy ot a let- 
ter from the captain of his majesty’s 
ship Leda, and to inform you, that his 
lordship in council has received, witli 
♦ he utmost satisfaction, this testimony 
m favour of your conduct throughout 
your late voyage to India. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) II. Sr. G. Tucker. 

Sec. tothegoNt. 
Fort-lPilliam , Dec. 28 , 1810 . 

II. St. G. Tucker, E\q- Secretary to 
government , public department. 

Sir, 

I request permission to submit to his 
excellency the right honourable the go- 
vernor-genera] in council, this public 
testimony (from myself and officers of 
his majesty’s ship during the passage in 
chaige of the fleet from England to 
Bengal,) in favour ot the honourable 
East India company’s ship, Earl Spen- 
cer. 

The vigilance invariably by day and 
night preserved on board her, very 
*oon attracted notice, marking all cap- 
tain Homing’s measures by a zeal that 
demands this distinguished mention 
of pn active mind, ever on the watch 
for opportunities to promote the good 
of the whole, and as certainly, (when 
they offered,) rendering conspicuous 
this officer's judgment and worth. 

fhave the honour, See . 
(gfej^ed) f* G. Sayeii, captain. 

His fpeyesty's ship Leda , Kedgeree, 

\ Dec . 15, 1810. 

(A true copy,) 

(Signed) H. St. G. Tucker, 

, Sec. to govt. 


January 18th; — - The valuable 
island of Ternate, surrendered to hid' 
majesty's arms, about the end of Sep- 
tember. This welcome intelligence 
was received at the presidency late on 
Tuesday evening, by letters from Am- 
boy na, of the beginning of October. 

This valuable acquisition was effect- 
ed by a small detachment of the Ma- 
dras European corps, and the crew of 
the Dover frigate, commanded by that 
ga'dan* and enterprising officer captain 
Tucker, with the trivial loss of a few 
lives only. 

The detachment of the European 
corps employed on this service, was 
conducted by captain Forbes, on whom 
the command of the island had devolv- 
ed. 

Jan. 20. — The discontents among 
the inhabitants of Benares, have not 
yet so entirely subsided as the previous 
accounts inferred. Though no acts 
of violence had been committed, and 
though many of the shops in the city 
had been again opened, the populace 
continued still to assemble in tumul- 
tuous bodies, and to shew an inclina- 
tion to oppose the introduction of the 
new tax. A deputation had been 
appointed, and was to leave Benares 
on tho 19th current for Calcutta, 
charged with a representation on the 
subject from their fellow citizens to 
the supreme government. The ex- 
pences of this deputation was to bo 
defrayed by a voluntary spbwciiption, 
which had been raised among the 
more wealthy inhabitants. 

The proclamation of government ad- 
dressed to the rioters, was received at 
Benares about the 17th instant. This 
proclamation was to be read to the 
mob $ and, in the event of its failing 
of the desired effect, it was resolved 
to disperse them by force, and to ar- 
lest the ringleaders. Some circum- 
stances, had prevented the immediate 
adoption of these measures 5 but the 
delay was not likely to be of long du- 
ration. 

A battalion of Sepoys' had marched 
from Lucknow to Benares. 

Port William , January 25, 1811. 
General orders by the right honourable 
the governor* general in council. 

The right honourable the governor- 
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general in council hasth ,j satisfaction 
jo announce to the public ■:»»■ arrival 
of dispatches brought to ^ulras by 
captain Barlow, on his majesty's fri- 
gate Cornelia, cont in'mg t ht* intelli- 
gence of the surrender of the Me 
of France to the arms of his majesty 
and the honourable company, on the 
3d of December. 

The details of the operations which 
terminated in the achievement of this 
important conquest, have not yet been 
received. • 

Order,— that a royal salute be imme- 
diately fired from the ramparts of Fort 
William, and a feu de joie by the 
troops in garrison, in honor of this oc- 
casion. 

Extra Batta to be served out to the 
troops in garrison. 

By order of the right honorable the 
governor-general in council. 

N. B. Edmonstone, 
Chief sec. to govt. 

The official dispatches to the su- 
preme gove nment, were sent off from 
the isle of France by the Thetis cruizer, 
direct for Bengal, two days before 
the Cornelia sailed. The letters now 
received refer for the detailed account 
of operations to the letters transmitted 
by the Thetis : but few particulars 
are mentioned in the advices forwarded 
by way of Madras. 

Jaw. 28. — The right honorable the 
governor-general has issued invitations 
to a ball and supper, on Monday next, 
the 4th of February, “ to celebrate 
€t the conquest of the islands of Bour- 

bon and Mauritius.’ 1 

Jan. 29. — Several ships belonging 
to Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, 
were engaged by governor Farquhar 
at the Mauritius, for the purpose of 
conveying to France, the late French 
garrison under general Decaen, ac- 
cotding to the terms of capitulation. 

• Benares, Jan. 29.— Oudit Narain, 
rajah of Benares, a man remarkable 
for his firm and steady attachment to 
the British government, has exerted 
his influence in the present instance ; 
and thousands of poor wretches who 
had abandoned their houses in con- 
sequence of the new tax, have return- 
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ed to the city. All the topes are eva- 
cuated-— the shops are again open, and 
every thing is perfectly quiet. They 
have, it is reported, thrown themselves 
on the mercy and justice of govern- 
ment ; entreating most earnestly that the 
condition of the poorer classes may be 
taken into gracious consideration. Had 
they adopted this regular and respect- 
ful mode at the outset, it would have 
done the holy city more honor — but 
that is not the fashion of the east. 

It is perhaps fortunate for the cause 
ot humanity, that the friendly offices 
of the rajah have so effectually recalled 
these deluded citizens to a sense of 
duty. 

Mr. Bird, the cky magistrate, has 
signified officially to major - general 
M Donald, commanding the district, 
that there is now no occasion what- 
ever for the presence of his majesty’s 
67th regiment. However, the gene- 
ral wishes to pause a little, to see 
how matters go on, but it is generally 
supposed the regiment will very short- 
ly return to Ghazipore. 

BENGAL 

Occurrences for February, 1811. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Feb. 1 . — Major-general Macan re- 
ceived great satisfaction from the re- 
view of the body guard this morning. 
Their movements were correct and 
rapid throughout, and in the perform- 
ance of the sword exercise, and attack 
and defence at speed, they shewed great 
proficiency and excellent horseman- 
ship. He will have great pleasure in 
reporting most favourably to the gover- 
nor-general the successful exertions 
of captain Gall, and the officers of 
his guard, in bringing it to its present 
high state of discipline, and he hopes 
that the service on which they have 
honorably solicited to be sent, may 
offer an opportunity for the display of 
that zeal and gallantry, which, has 
prompted them to seek it. 

At twenty minutes pa** two P. M. 
a severe shock of an earthquake was 
very sensibly felt throughout the 
settlement. It continued for the 
space of nearly thirty seconds; the 



fe ASIATIC ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810-n: 


motion of the earth was more severe 
than any thing of the kind ever 
remembered to have been experienced. 

February 2. — A deputation from 
the merchants of Calcutta, composed 
of the following gentlemen, viz. 
Alexander Colvin, John Palmer, J. D. 
Alexander, J. H. Ferguson, Robert 
Downie, James Mactaggnrt, Joseph 
ftarret to, John Robertson, James Scott 
William Hollings, and Johannes Sar- 
hies, e>qrs. waited on the governor-go 
neial on Saturday last, and presented 
an address to his lordship, on the suc- 
cess of tins British arms in the con- 
quest of the Mauritius. The address, 
of which the following is a copy, was 
read by Mr. Cob in. 

To t h r* right Unitor alle Lord j\lbito , 
Govirnor-Gemnul, C Sft.l'oit William. 
My Lord, 

It is with the liveliest feelings of sa- 
tisfaction, we now most respectfully 
address youi lorTLip, to (-tier our sin- 
cere c^uppalui wi. /ns on the capture of 
the only remaining French colony ill 
the east, wimh has for so many years 
past been the suurcc of devastation to 
the commerce of India, to a magni- 
tude almost exceeding bel.ef. 

The accession of this most important 
phee to the British dominions, with 
so small a ios>>, most strongly evinces 
the vigour and wisdom of the measure 
adopted bv your lordship, to secure 
the object, with the least possible effu- 
sion of blood. 

Contemplating, as wc do, the ac- 
quisition of the French Islands, as of 
tie; very liist importance to the com- 
mercial interest of India, and to the 
political influence of our native coun- 
try, as they form the maritime key of 
the Fast, and being desirous that 
their conquest should be perpetuated, 
as having been achieved under your 
loicisbiphs auspices, we, with that view, 
take the liberty to request, that your 
lordship will do us the honour of sitting 
for a portrait, * to be placed in the 
council chamber, as a memorial of our 
gratitude on the happy occasion. 

We further beg to be honoured 
wjkb Jaipur lordship'” company, on the 
tubing of the 14th of February, at 


an entertainment which we are so- 
licitous to give to your lordship at* 
Moore's rooms, in celebration of this 
important and most beneficial event. 

" In conclusion, wc beg that your 
J^ordship will accept the offer of our 
most cordial wishes, that your lordship 
may long enjoy the highly -merited ap- 
probation of your king and country, 
with the blessings of health and happi- 
ness, in all your private relations of life. 

We remain, most respectfully. 

My lord. 

Your lordship’s most obedient, 

anc humble servants, 
(Signed by the principal merchants and 

agents of Calcutta.) 

Cab ulta , January 31, 1811. 

To which his lordship was pleased to 
make the following reply. 

Gentlemen, 

“ l nm extiemely gratified by this 
mark of your regard I flatter myself 
you will believe, that the hope of ren- 
dering what appeared to myself a bene- 
fit of considciable importance to the 
public, has been the sole motive which 
induced me to undertake the measure 
of which you are pleased to take such 
honourable notice. I am, at the same 
time, by no means ashamed to avow, 
that I am not insensible to the good 
opinion and approbation of the public, 
more especially of that highly respect- 
able part of the community which 
you represent. On this, indeed, I set 
the greater value, as it bears the testi- 
mony of an enlightened body of men, 
that the event which has lately hap- 
pened may be expected to hav? a salu- 
tary influence on the trade and naviga- 
tion of this port and city, as well, I 
hope, as of India at large. 

44 I accept very gratefully the enter- 
tainment you arc so good as to offer 
me. With regai d to your icquest for 
my portrait to be placed in the council 
chamber, I think myself much honour- 
ed by it, and shall feel a pride, as well 
as pleasure, in obeying your commands. 

44 I cannot take leave, without beg- 
ging you fo accept my acknowledg- 
ments for the handsome end gratifying 
manner in which you have performed 
this very flattering commission/’ 
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Foht-William, February (j, 1811. 
General orders by the right honour able 

the governor -general in council. 

The official report of the operations 
of his majesty’s and the honourable 
company’s naval and military forces, 
which terminated in the entire reduc- 
tion of the Isle of France and is, de- 
pendencies, and the surrender ot the 
whole of the enemy's naval force and 
shipping at that station, having now 
been received, the right honourable the 
governor-general in council isjJleastd 
to direct, that it be published for gene- 
ral information. 

The governor-general in council con- 
gratulates the British community of In- 
dia on the achievement of this impor- 
tant conquest, which, by extinguishing 
the power so long possessed and so 
successfully exeiciscd by the enemy, of 
maintaining a piedatory warfare in the 
Indian .->eas, lias given security to navi- 
gation and commerce, and augmented 
the source* ot externa! strength and In- 
ternal prosperity in this quarter of the 
Biit'ih dominions, while it has added 
a ten story not 1l\>s valuable, in a politi- 
i ai than in a commercial point of view, 
to the colonial possessions of the 
crow n. 

The governor-general in council 
r\ uU himself ot this opportunity of 
publicly expiessing his high and grate- 
ful .sense of that spirit of animated 
zeal fot the interest and glory of his 
country, which induced his excellency 
lieutenant-general the honourable John 
Abercromby to accept the command of 
the troops destined to undertake the 
conquest of the Isle of Fiance. His 
luulshipin council ascribes , id a material 
degree, the success of that enterprise, 
to the indefatigable exertions aud pro- 
fessional judgment of that able and dis- 
tinguished officer, manifested equally 
in procuring the most accurate infor- 
mation relative to the local circum- 
stances and defences of the ‘island and 
its capital, and in his skilful and jiyfict- 
ous arrangements for the previous dis- 
position of the troops, and subsequent 
operations of the field $ and his lord- 
ship in council fulfils, with the highest 
satisfaction, the duty of expressing his 
public thanks and acknowledgments 


to lieutenant-general Abercromby for 
the important service which he lia3 
rendered on this occasion, to the in- 
terests of the British nation, and of 
the honourable the East India Com- 
ply* 

The governor-general in council 
also considers his public acknowledg- 
ments to be eminently due to Major- 
general Warde, the second in com- 
mand, for his zealous exertions and 
hi* personal courage and activity in 
conducting the advance of the troops, 
and animating them by his example. 

His lordship in council justly ap- 
preciates the distinguished merits of 
the .several officers, whose individual 
exertions, have obtained the honour 
of lieutenant-general Ahercromby’s 
particular applause, while he con- 
templates also with sentiments of 
the highest approbation, the ardent 
zial, anil bravery, displayed by the 
whole of the officers and men engaged 
hi the attack, and their exemplary pa- 
tience under the severe fatigues and 
privations which attended their ad- 
v mee to the capital of the Island. 
To the imposing energy., indefatigable 
exertion, and rapid movements of the 
troops, must be ascribed their unre- 
sisted progress through a country pecu- 
liarly favourable to the measures of 
defence, -and proportionally disadvan- 
tageous to the operations of an inva- 
ding army. 

The governor-general in council’s 
satisfaction at the success which has 
crowned the efforts of his Majesty's 
and the honourable company’s arms 
in this short but brilliant campaign, 
is enhanced by the reflection, that, 
the loss which has attended it is greatly 
inferior to that which the difficulties 
of the enterprizc and the means of 
ile fence afforded reason to apprehend. 
This additional advantage must be 
principally attributed to the judicious 
arrangements of the commander of 
the forces, and to the promptitude 
and energy with which they were 
earned into effect, by the brave officers 
and men under his command. By 
the united effects of ability in the plats 
of attack, and activity in the execu- 
tion of it, the enemy was happily p;c* 
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vented from forming those dispositions 
which would have rendered the contest 
more sanguinary, and have added to 
the number of those toho have fallen, 
honored and lamented, in the service 
of their country. Among these, the 
governor-general in council observes, 
with deep regret, the names of those 
valuable and distinguished officers, 
lieutenant-colonel Campbell, of his 
Majesty’s 33d, and major O’Keefe, nf 
his Majesty’s 12th, regiment of foot. 
Their merits are well known to h*s 
lordship in council : each has closed a 
life of honour and utility in the hour of 
victory, to which they led the way, 
and their loss will long be felt both as 
a public and private misfortune. 

Although it belongs to a higher 
authority to bestow the tribute of 
merited applause on the naval branch 
of the armament which has achieved 
this important conquest, yet the go- 
vernor-geneial in council cannot con- 
sider himself to be precluded by the 
restrictions of official form, from the 
privilege of publicly expressing his ob- 
ligations to his excellency vice-admiral 
Bertie, for the alacrity and zeal with 
which his excellency seconded the 
views and arrangements of this govern- 
ment, directed to the reduction of 
the Isle of France, and afforded the 
advantages of his personal exertions, 
in the maritime operations of the en- 
terprize, and of testifying the high 
sense which this government entertains 
of the value and importance of his 
excellency’s co-operation, and of the 
essential services rendered on this occa- 
sion, by the several meritorious and 
distinguished naval officers, to hose ex- 
ertions, with those of the seamen and 
marines landed from the squadron, 
have justly claimed the acknowledg- 
ments of the commander of the mili- 
tary forces. The indispensable aid of 
the navy, both in the measures and 
arrangement preparatory to the execu- 
tion of the enterprize, and in the dis- 
positions immediately connected with 
the attack, has J>een afforded with all 
the promptitude, zeal, and professional 
ability,™!! uniformly characterize the 
conduct of British seamen on every 
occasion of active service, and have 


elevated the naval power of the British 
nation to its present height of glory* 
and renown. 

The governor general in council can- 
not advert to this subject without'call- 
ing to mind, with sen* inents of just ad- 
miration, the many and important ser- 
vices rendered by that distinguished 
officer, Commodore Rowley, during 
the long period of time that he held 
the command of the squadron em- 
ployed in the blockade of the French 
Islands, but especially in the operations 
which attended the reduction of the 
Isle of Bourbon, a- cl in thoie most 
able and judicious exertions by which 
he retrieved the losses sustained in the 
gallant attack of the enemy’* frigates 
in Grand Port in the month of August 
last. 

The connection which the eminent 
services of Commodore' Rowley have 
with the late successful expeditions, ap- 
pears to the governor-general in 
council, to wairant this public dec lara- 
tion of his sentiments of acknowledg- 
ment ar.d applause. 

The governor-general in council 
further discharge* a satisfactory obliga- 
tion of his public duty, by expressing his 
acknowledgments for the zealous and 
essential co-operation afforded bv his 
excellency, vice-admiral, Drury in sup- 
plying provisions for the consumption 
of the troops, in providing for the em- 
barkation of a considerable body of 
them on board of his Majesty's ships, 
and in devoting so large a proportion of 
the squadron under his command, to 
the service of the expedition. 

The governor-general in council also 
entertains a high sense of the solicitude 
manifested by his excellency to pro- 
mote the objects of the enterprize, by 
proceeding to the French Islands with a 
view to afford the advantages of his ex- 
cellency's personal co operation. 

By order of the right honourable the 
governor-general tn council, 

N. B. Eomonstone, 
Chief Sec, to the Govt . 
To the right honorable Jjilbert, lord 

Minto, governor -general, 

My Lord, 

I had the honor to inform your lord- 
ship, in my dispatch of the 21st ultimo. 



BENGAL OCCURRENCES FOR FEBRUARY, 1811. 


73 


that although the divisions from Ben- 
gal and the Cape of Good Hope had 
not arrived at the rendezvous, it had 
been determined that the fleet should 
proceed to sea on the following morn- 
ing. ‘as from the advanced season of 
the year, and the threatening 'appear- 
ance of the weather, the ships could 
no longer be considered secure in their 
anchorage at Rodrigues, and I did 
myself the honor to state to your lord- 
ship the measures which it was my in- 
tention to pursue, even if we* should 
still be disappointed in not being joined 
by so large a part of the armament. 

Early on rhe morning of the 22d, 
vice-admiral Bertie received a com- 
munication from captain Broughton, 
of his majesty's ship Illustrious, an- 
nouncing his arrival off the island, 
with the convoy from Bengal. The 
fleet weighed at day-light as had been 
originally arranged, aud in the course 
of that clay a junction having been 
formed with this division, the fleet 
bore up for the Isle of France. 

The greatest obstacles opposed to an 
attack on this island, with a conside- 
rable force, have invariably been con- 
sidered to depend on the difficulty of 
effecting a landing from the reefs 
which surround every part of the coast, 
and the supposed impossibility of being 
enabled to find anchorage for the fleet 
of transports. 

These difficulties were fortunately 
removed by the indefatigable exertions 
of commodore Rowley, assisted by 
lieutenant Street, of the Staunch gun- 
brig, lieutenant Blackiston, of the 
Madras engineers, and the masters of his 
majesty's ships Africaine and Boadicea. 

Every part of the leeward side of 
the island was minutely examined and 
sounded, and it was discovered that a 
fleet might anchor in the narrow pas- 
sage formed by the small island of 
* the gunner's coin and the main land, 
and that in this spot there were open- 
ings through the reefs, whiclfc would 
admit several boats to enter abreast. 

These gbvious advantages fixed my 
determination, although 1 regretted 
that circumstances would not allow 
of the disembarkation being effected 
at a shorter distance from Port Louis. 


Owing to light and baffling winds, 
the fleet did not arrive in sight of the 
islands until the 28ib, and it was the 
forenoon of the following day, before 
any of the ships came to an anchor. 

K\ery arrangement for thi ui em- 
baikation having been previom I v made, 
ti e 1st division, consisting of the ic- 
serve, the grenadier company of his 
majesty's 59th regiment, two 6-pound- 
ers and two Iiowiizers, under the com- 
mand of gcneial Warde, effected a 
landing in the bay of Mapon, without 
me smallest opposition. .The enemy 
having retired from Fort Malartic, 
situated at the head of Grand Bay, and 
the nearest point to which they oc- 
cupied. 

As soon as a sufficient part of the 
European force had been farmed, it 
became necessary to move forward, 
as the first five miles of the road lay 
through a very thick wood, which 
made it an object of the utmost impor- 
tance not to give the enemy time to 
occupy it. 

Lieutenant - colonel Smith having 
been left w ith his brigade to cover the 
landing place, with orders to follow 
next morning, the column marched 
about four o'clock, and succeeded in 
gaining the more open country ; with- 
out any efforts having been made by 
the enemy to retard cur progress, a 
few shots only having been flu a by 
a small piquet, by v.'h’oi lieutenant-co- 
lonel Keating, iieut^nant Ash, of his 
majesty's 12th rep'ment, and a few 
men of the advance guard, were wound- 
ed. 

Having halted for a few eours du- 
riug the night, the army a?. ; n moved 
forward before day-light vvi h .L’ .men- 
tion of not halting till ar iveo before 
Port Louis ; but the troops having 
become extremely exhausted, not only 
from the exertions which they had 
already made, but from having been 
almost totally deprived of water, of 
which this part of the couutry is des- 
titute, I was compelled to take up a 
position at the Moulin a Poudre, about 
five miles short of the town. 

Early the next morning, lieutenant- 
colonel M’Leod with his brigade, was 
detached to seize the batteries at Tam- 
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beau and Tortue bays, and open a com- 
munication with the fleet, as it had 
been previously arranged that we were 
to draw ©nr supplies from these two 
points. 

The main body of the army, soon 
after it had moved off its ground, was 
attacked by a co'ps of the enemy, 
who, with sevenl field pieces, had 
tdLm a strong position, veiy favoura- 
ble for attempt'll^ to make an impres- 
sion on the head of the column, as it 
s.irwed itself on ai riving at the end of 
a nariow road, with a thick wood on 
each flank. The European fiank bat- 
talion which fi/rmed the advanced 
gnaid under the command of lieuto 
r»ant-co]t'iK*l Cunnhell of the «13d re- 
giment, nd un ier the gt neral dm ciion 

ganeii*! \V;ad*, formed with as 
murh teguhrity, a* the had and bro- 
ken g'n aid uiaild admit of, charg 'd 
the cncmv Wilis the ;reate>t spirit, and 
compelled hen to r»r re with the loss 
of his ^ n-*, ,r»d i.my killed and 
woun led. T i . . a !.d r .nge w:i'« obtain- 
ed by the tall of 1'mlenaur -colonel 
Onnpb !1, a me^t e\c:lleot and wihn- 
ble officer ; " . 11 m :u'V < EKeefo, 

of the Ili r h r'ym^nr, whom- l have 
also every reason smc. a eh, toregiet. 

In the entire of tl e forenoon, the 
army occupied a potion in front of 
the enemy % ‘hi s, ju t beyond the 
rang * of cmeon dmf, On the follow- 
ing morning, while 1 wm occupied n 
making irrnngfmenti t' >r det. idling a 
corp'* to the >ou!he-ii side of ihe town, 
and placing mv«elf in a situation to 
make a generd attack, geneial l)e 
Oen proposed to capitulate *, many of 
the arti- les appeared to vice-admiral 
ilertie and myself to be ptafeclly inad- 
missible ; but the Fiends governor 
having, in -the rourso of the same duv, 
acceded to our terms, a capitulation 
for the surrender of this colony and 
it* dependencies, was lint i»- •'uticludeci. 

YourhmMiip will percent, that the 
capitulation ii in strict conformity with 
the spirit of yoor imtnv tioiH, with the 
single exception that the garrison is not 
to be madp prisoners of war. 

Altlptfgh the determined courage 
and high 1 state of discipline of the army, 
which your lordship has done me the 


honour to place under my command, 
could leave not the smallest doubt in < 
my mind in respect to the issue of an 
attack upon the town, I was nevntho 
less prevailed u|x>n to acquiesce irr this 
indulgence being granted to the enemy, 
from the desire of sparing tho lives of 
many brave officris arid soldier?, and 
out of regard to the interests of the 
inhabitants of this island, who have 
long laboured under the most degrading 
misery and oppression, added to the 
late period of the season, when every 
hour became valuable I considered 
these to be motives i ; much more na- 
tional importance, than any injury that 
would arise from a small body of troops 
at so remote a distance from Europe, 
being permitted to return to their own 
countiy free from any engagement. 
In o\ ery other particular we have gained 
all which could have be en acquired if 
the town had been carried by assault. 

Dining the course of this short set- 
vice, the tnemy has irot affoided an 
opportunity to the army in general, fin 
displaying the ardent zeal and anima- 
ted courage with which eveiy individual 
is inspired, but it is nevertheless my du- 
ty to lepresent to your lord.dnp, in the 
st longest terms, the men of every 
corps under my command. The officers 
and men (Europeans as well as natives,) 
have cheerfully and patiently submitted 
to the gu alest pi ivations end fatigues. 
During the advance of the army, the. 
hoop? were unable, for the space of 
twenty four hours, to procure a suffici- 
ent Mvpol) of water, but this trying 
citcumfti.iucc did not produce, a single 
murmur nr the smallest mark of dis- 
content or disappointment. 

I feel myself particularly indebted 
to lieutenant-colonels I’icton, Gibbs, 
Kelly, Keating, M'Lcod, and Smith, 
who commanded the different brigades, 
as well as to major Taynton, the senior 
ofhcei of artillery, of whose services 
J was deprived by a wound which ho 
received on the day the army occupied 
a position before this town. 

Although I have every reason to be 
satisfied with the zeal oi the heads of 
department*, I feel it a particular duty 
incumbent upon rue, to express, in the 
most pointed mauner, the obligations 
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which I owe to Dr. Harris, the super- 
intending surgeon, and to the medical 
staff iu general, for their unremitting 
attention in the discharge of the im- 
portant duty reposed in them. 

I have received every assistance from 
lieutenant Gregory, my military secre- 
tary, and the whole of my personal 
staff. 

To major Caldwell, of the Madras 
engineers, ami who accompanied me 
from India, 1 am indebted tor the most 
jib!' 1 , and assiduous exertions. Since 
hL arrival in these islands, he was in- 
defatigable in procuring the necessary 
information, in respect to the defence 
of'this colony,; and through his means 
J was put in possession of an accurate 
plan of the town, some time pievious 
to the disembarkation o t the army, and 
f tiust your lunLhip will permit me 
to recommend to your lordship’s pro- 
tection, this valuable and experienced 
officer. 

it is not in my power to do justice 
to the met it? of major-general Wardc. 
1 have, on every occasion, received from 
him the most cordial co-operat’u n and 
assistance, and during the short opera- 
tions of the army, he was cons niuly at 
the head of the column, directing the 
advance guard, and animating the sol- 
diers b} hi*) personal example. 

The nn»«t perfect lurmo \ have sub- 
sisted between the navy and army, 
and [ have received every assistance 
from vice-admiral Bertie, and ihe squa- 
dron under his command. 

The arrangements connected with 
the disembarkation were conducted in 
the most able ami judicious manner by 
captain Beavor, of his majesty’s fiigate 
Nisus, and during the subsequent ope- 
rations of the army, lam indebted to 
him tor his unremitting attention, and 
assiduous exertions, in landing the ne- 
cessary stores ami provisions. 

To captain Biiggs, of his majesty’s 
ship Clorinde, mid captain Lye of »he 
Doris, who wore employed under the 
orders of captain Beavor, my most 
grateful aclyiowledgments are due for 
the service they performed, as well as 
to the officers and seamen under their 
command. 


A body of seamen were landed from 
the fleet, under thj command of cap- 
tain Montague ; exertions which 
were used to bring forward the guns 
through a most difficult country, were 
such as to attract the admiration of the 
whole army, and fully entitle captain 
Montague, lieutenant Lloyd, of the 
Africaine, and every officer and sailor, 
to the highest encomiums I can pass on 
their conduct. 

The battalion of marine?, under the 
command of captain Lirondtd, support- 
ed the reputation of his distingn shed 
corps. 

This dispatch will be delivered to 
your lordship by my aid-de-camp, 
lieutenant M. Murdo, of the Bombay 
establishment, who will affoid )our 
JonLhip any further information you 
may require, respecting the operations 
of the army. 

1 have the honour to remain. 

My loid, 

Your louMup s most obedient. 
Very humble servant, 
(Signed) J \ur.KCFOMBY, 
Major- general. 
PcU Louis , Dec. 7 , is to. 

We, (ho undei signed, mqor-gcneral 
Henry Wuide, and commoJiae Josi ah 
llmv U y , nominated on the part of his 
Br ‘tannic nv.je^ry, by vice admiral 
Albc.uailc Bvitu , mnnoaiider-u. » hief 
of his Butanoic nvjcttj’s ships and 
vi -reis employed nt the Cape of Good 
H^pe, and the seas adjacent; and 
lieutenant - general honourable John 
Abcrcrnmby, commander of his Bri- 
tannic majesty’'', forces, on the one 
part ; and Martin Vandermassen, ge- 
neral of division, member of the legion 
of honor, and commandant ol the troops 
of his imperial and royal majesty the 
emperor of Fiance, at the Isleof France, 
and Mr. Victor Duperre Cnpitaine de 
Vaissbnu of his imperial and royal ma- 
jesly i nominated on the part of Charles 
de Caen, grand officer of the legion 
of honor, general of division, captain 
general of the French settlements to 
the eastward of the Cape of Good 
Hope, on the other part j being seve- 
rally and respectfully armed with full 
powers to settle a treaty for the capi- 
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tulation and surrender of the Isle of arms of his Britannic majesty, do agree 
France and all its dependencies, to the as follows : 

* ARTICLE]. 

Clue les troupes tant de terre que de The troops of his imperial and royal 
ipcr, officiers, sous officiers, et soldats, majesty the emperor of France, form- 
ne seront point prisonniers de guerre. ing the garrison of the island of France : 

the officers and non-commissioned of- 
ficers, the officers of the imperial and 
royal marine, and the crews of the 
ships of war, shall not be considered 
as prisoners of war, neither the civil 
authorities. 

ARTICLE 2. « 

Qu'ils emporteront tous leurs effets The troops of his imperial and royal 
et baggages. majesty shall retain their arms and 

colours, without ammunition, and all 
their personal effects and baggage to 
the extent of that which upon honor 
shall be declared private property. 

ARTICLE 3. 

Qu’ils seront transports, ainsi que The troops of his imperial and roy- 
leurs families dans un des ports de lem- al majesty, and the crews of the ships 
pire Frangais. of the Imperial and Royal Marine, 

shall be sent with their families to 
port in European France. 

ARTICLE 4. 

Que pour ce transport, Je conserve- Altogether inadmissible : the crews 
rai les quartres frigates de S. M. l’empe- of the ships of war of the Imperial and 
reur. La Manche, La Bellone, La As- Royal Marine are provided for by the 
tree, et La Minerve, ainsi que les Cor- preceding article, 
vettes. La Viector et 1’Entreprenant 
avec leurs officiers, et equipages, arme- 
ment, et munitions, et approvisionne- 
ment. 

ARTICLE 5. 

Qu’il sera joint & ces batimen9, fix Proper vessels shall be forthwith 

batimens de transport, que Je designe- equipped as cartels, at the ex pence of 
rai pour etre employes a notre trails- the British government, provisioned and 
port avec les appro visionements neces- stored to convey the French garrison 
saries pour leurs equipage, et passages, and the crews of the ships of war to 

European France : the same vessels to 
be at liberty to proceed to aiyr port of 
England, without delay. 

ARTICLED. 

Ces Conditions agrees Je rendrai la The colony and its dependencies 

colonie, et tous les dependances, les shall be ceded unconditionally, no pow- 
magazines, Ac. Ac. On fera une inven- er being vested in the parties contract- 
taire de tous les objets qui Je appar* ing, to determine its future destination, 
tient, seront conserves a l'empereur, et Inventories shall be taken by com- 
drcmSs pour rendre le tout & la paix. missiqners to be appointed on behalf 

of the contracting parties of all public 
magazines and stoies which shall be 
given up to the forces of Kia Britannic 
majesty in their actual state, and with- 
out deterioration. 
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ARTICLE 7 - 

* Que les propriety des habitans telles All private property shall be respect- 
qu’ilfr seront, 9eront respeetes. ed. 

ARTICLE 8. 

Que les habitans conserveront leur The inhabitants shall preserve their 
religion, loix et coutumes. religion, laws, and customs. 

ARTICLE (j. 

Qu'il leur sera permU, pendant Tes- The colonists shall have the option 
pace de deux ans, de jouir dcrla faculte, during two years to come, to quit the 
de quitter la colonie, avec leurs pro- colony with their respective private 
prietes, pour se rendre aux lieux qu’ils property, 
voudront. 

ARTICLE 10. 

Que les blesses qu’il sera oblige delais- The wounded or sick that it shall be 
ser dans les hospitaux y seront traites necessary to leave in the hospitals, 
de la meme maniere, que les sujets de shall be treated the same as the Subjects 
S’ M. Britannique. of his Britannic majesty. French sur- 

geons shall be permitted to remain 
with them, and they shall afterwards be 
sent to France at the expence of the 
British government. 

ADDITIONAL ARTICLES- 

' Art. 1- — The public functionaries French garrison, both officers and men, 
of the French government of the hie as well as the officers and crews of 
of France shall b’e permitted to remain the ships of w'ar, so long as they shall 
iii the colony for a reasonable period, to remain here, shall be assured and pro- 
regulate and discharge their public vided for by the British government 
accounts with the colonists. the expences arising therefrom shall be 

Art. 2. — The morning of the 3d considered as an advance for which the 
December instant, at six o’clock, A. M. French government is pledged, 
possession shall be given to the troops Art. 6. — That in the surrender of 

of his Britannic majesty, of the fort the port, as stipulated by the third addi- 
of Dumas and the lines of the town tional article, all English prisoners of 
of Port Napoleon down to the Bastion war of whatever description now in 
Fanfaron. the island of France, shall be liberated. 

Art. 3. — The morning of the 4th Art. 7 . — That if any difference 
December instant, at six o’clock, the shall arise in the interpretation of any 
Isle of Tonnelier, Fort Blanc, and the part of the foregoing, it shall be inter- 
whole of the batteries of the harbour preted in favour of the French go- 
of Port Napoleon, and all the shipping, vernment. 

both ships of war and privateers, and This done and agreed at the British 
merchant or other shipping of every head-quarters at Pamplemousses, at 
description whatsoever, shall be given one o’clock A. M. the 3d day of De- 
up to the naval and military forces of cember, 1810. 

his Britannic majesty ; and all shipping (Signed) Vandbhmassen, general of 
lying in any other creek, port, or har- division, 
hour of the island, shall equally be H. War de, major-general, 
considered as the property of his Bri- Josias Rowley, commodore, 
tannic: majesty. W. du Perhe captalb de vaisseau. 

Art 4 . —The troops of his imperial Approuve et ratifiS la presente, 
and royal majesty, and the crews of the (Signed) Le capitaine general, 
ships of war and privateers shall retire Db.Caest. 

to the barracks of the town, where (True Copy) 

thev shall continue until their final cm- Db CoRTLOGON,Sec.to thecommission, 
barkation. (Signed) Gregory, military secretary 

Art. 5. — That the subsistence of the to the commander of the forces. 
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Return of the killed, wounded . and 
.missing, at the attack at the Isle of 
Fra mt, on the 30 th November, 1st 
and 2 d of Decanter, 1810 . 

Ku. i*t> — i hem. -col. t nijjor, 3 ser- 
jearu and havildais, i drummer, 22 i&ak 
and fi.e. 

WoiJtni-n. — 1 licut.-cok 1 major, 3 
lieutenants, /j sene-ants and havi!d<m, 1 
drummer, 83 rank ard file. 

Ml ssi kg. — 1 Native officer, 2 drum- 
mers,.} 2 rai k -end fik*. 

(Signed) \V. N 1 c u o 1 s o N, 

D p. ddj. gen. 

N. B — One seamen killed and five wouiki- 
ed. not included above. 

Names of officer « killed and wounded . 
Killed. — lieut.-coi. Campbell, 93d re^t. 
and major O’Keefe, ip.h r pmnif. 

Wot n* im: n — I,kut. col. K<aiing, p 6 «h 
regiment. - Major Tav nton, Manias artiller'-, 
bents. Asfie and Keappotk, 12th ic^t. ar.u 
Jones, 48 th regt. (slight Is'. I 

Truccop;.. N. B-Edmonsione, 

Chief \f'\ to govt. 

Fort 11 Ilham, Fehuary [)th. 
His majesty having been pleased 
to appoint lieutenant - genet al b'orbe* 
Champagne to the stall' in Judin, in 
hi* advanced rank of lieutenant-gene- 
ral, and major-general John Sullivan 
Wood, to the staff of Bengal ; lieu- 
tenant-general Champagne and major- 
genet al Wood are admitted to the staff 
of this piesidcucy. 

Major-general Hugh Stafford and 
mnjor-geneial James Morns, are ap- 
pointed to the staff of the Bengal army, 
from the 1st of Match next, in the 
room of major - general Macdonald, 
and major- general lVliner. 

On this occadon, the right honor- 
able the governor-general in council 
is pleaded to express in public orders 
his entuc npprnb ilfim of the services 
and conduct of the respectable and 
meritorious officers v, ho will retire 
from the staff, under the operation of 
the foiegoing eiders. and in conformity 
to the established tulesuf the service. 

The services of major-general Mac- 
donald have bw*n repeatedly acknow- 
ledged, and were noticed with appro- 
bation by the late commander-in-chief 
lord Lake during the war with the 
Mahinita chieftains, and especially in 
the glorious and decisive battle of Las- 
waivc, Since the appointment of ma- 
jor-' er.erj I jVIatdonald to the staff, 
hk ■ than one occasion lias arisen 


within his command, requiring the 
exertion of firmness, judgment, tem* 
per and decision, and his Jordxhip in 
council is happy to acknowledge the 
benefit which the public servicfe has 
derived from the union of 1 hose qua- 
lities in majjpr-general Macdonald. 

Major -general Palmer was appointed 
to the staff of the army, after a lung, 
able, and honorable course of service, 
in high andconfidcminl situations, under 
successive governments, during wli cl>, 
his public merits were m variably felt 
and acknowledged, and his judgment, 
talents and expenence were excited 
in securing and promoting the interests 
of the honorable company, in many 
important and trying conjunctures. 1 lie 
eminent sen ices of major-general Pal- 
nuM are well known to the public, 
and occupy a distinguished place on 
the records of this government, and 
Ins lordship in count'd experiences cor- 
dial satisfaction in declaring, that ma- 
jor-general Palmer has manifested 
since his appointment to the staff ot 
this army, the same spirit of zeal, 
honor, and attachment to the public 
interests, winch has always marked 
his public conduct. 

Loin Wiluwi, Feb. f), 1811. 
Genet al 01 das ly tie light honout able 

the governor-! t?)tral tn lounul. 

r lhe light honourable the governor- 
general in council has recently bad 
the satisfaction to notify in general 
orders, the gallant and mcces-dul attack" 
upon the partisans of Gopaul Sing, 
by a detachment of the force employed 
in the province ol Bundlecund, against 
that marauder 5 and his lordslnp in 
council now has great pleasure m pub- 
lishing for general information, the 
following report, dated the 21st De- 
cember, (the receipt of which has 
been retarded by accidental cncum- 
stanccs) of a blither advan.age ob- 
tained by a part of the same force 
under the immediate command of 
lieutenant-colonel Brown, of the 1st 
regiment of native cavalry, over a 
body of horse comman^l by Gopaul 
Sing himself. 

The professional skill and gallantry 
of lieutenant-colonel Brown, and the 
officeiVand men under his command, 
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entitle them to the distinguished ap- 
•probation of the governor-general in 
council, but his lordship in council 
contemplates,wuh peculiar admiration, 
the Extraordinary and indefatigable ex- 
ertions of the detachment, in the 
pursuit of the enemy thjjpugh a diffi- 
cult country, in the course of which 
the detachment is stated, in authentic 
accounts which ha*e reached the go- 
vernor-general id* council, to iiave 
marched the distance of fifty miles, 
without a halt for the purpose of rest 
or refreshment. 

The satisfaction which the governor- 
general in council has experienced on 
this occasion, is augmented that tin*, 
successful enterprizc has been accom- 
plished without the occuircmeot *\ sin- 
gle casualty among the gallant Hoop'* 
('(imposing lieutenant-colonel Riovvn's 
detachment ; liis lordship in cnuin 1 ! 
avails himself ot this oppoitunity to 
express the just sense which govern- 
ment entertains of the unremstted 
zeal, activity, and judgment, which 
have distinguished the exertions of the 
several officers engaged in framing 
and conducting the operations of the 
several detachments employed in the 
pursuit of Gopaul Sing, and his ad- 
herents. The militaty arrangements 
for the execution of the set vice form- 
ed by lieutenant-colonel Martmdell, 
the coinmannmgofiicer in Bundlecund, 
have been highly creditable to the pro- 
fessional ability and pnbhc zeal of that 
officer. The more immediate super- 
intendence of the movements of 
th»? several detachments devolving 
upon lieutenant-colonel Brown as the 
senior officer in the field, and the ardu- 
ous duty of conducting the corps un- 
der that officer’s personal command, 
which has been especially engaged in 
the continual and active labois of pur- 
suit, have been exctcisedin a manner 
to meiit the utmost appiobalion and 
applause. The vigilance imd en< rgy 
displayed by Major Kelly, captain 
Watson, and the other officers, com- 
manding dubious, and parties as well 
as the persevering exertions, patience 
and discipline of all the officers and 
men employed in the late trying and 
fatiguing service, hare attracted the 


particular notice, and demand the 
highest commendation, of the gover- 
nor-general in council. 

His lordship in council further deems 
it an act of justice, on this occasion, to 
express his high estimation of the es- 
sential assistance winch Mr. Richard- 
son, the governor-general’s agent .in 
Bundlecund, has rendeted, bv the judi- 
cious counsel which his local know- 
ledge enabled him to alford, regarding 
the system of measures 10 be pursued 
ity the salutary exertion of bis n liuetue 
and authority over the chiefs of Bun- 
dlecund and its vicinity, and bv the as- 
siduous application of his time and ta- 
h lit s to i!k* execution of the \aiious 
jml complicated duties of hi* station, 
as < ounecit'd with the ariaugements 
and operations of the < ampatgn. 

liy older of die jij.ht honourable 
the governor-general jn council. 

N. B. Edmonstom:, 

Chief See. to govt. 
COPY. 

To iii'utniaiit-cofaHtl Mm tindtdi, com- 
maiithn » m BuudUcnnd. 

Sir, Keitah. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you, 
that this morning 1 bad the satisfaction 
of coming up with Gopaul Sing, near 
the village of Killaiv, after a march of 
snout fitly miles, he having matched 
about two hours befoie my arrival ; I 
perceived his track, and delci mined to 
pursue him with the cavalry, 3nd in 
a short time came up with his horse- 
men in a thick jungle. A number fell 
on the first onset, and agreatpaitof 
the remainder taking leiugc on a hill 
covered with thick jungle, were at- 
tacked by ihe iniamrv, who ariived 
slimtJv afterwards. Ihe total number 
of killed and wounded on the part of 
the ei emy, 1 estimate at litty. No in- 
fantry weio seen, noi is there any casu- 
alty on our part. 

Gopaul Sing, as I am informed, be- 
ing lefused an asylum in the country of 
the rajah of Rewah, returned from 
Baroundah on the 20th, and encamped 
at the Hurdee Ghaut, on the bank of 
the Soone liver, where I crossed, and 
proceeding on his track, had the good 
fortune to succeed, as I have reported ; 
ther^ are socqo Sirdars amongst the 
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slain, but Gopaul Sing, I fear, has es- 
caped, owing solely to the nature of 
the ground, which was covered with 
thick juntie, and prevented his being 
particularized. 

In this affair, the utmost praise is due 
to the exertions, both of the cavalry 
and infantry, and it cannot be put in a 
stronger point of view, than by a refc- 
reiue to the length of the match pre- 
vious to the attack, and the extent of 
the puisnit, which may be faiily reck- 
oned at 100 miles ; and 1 trust they 
will meet witn deceived consideration. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) T. Brown li ■*ut.-col. 
Camp f utluTieah, Dec. 2 1, 1S10. 

P S. 1 slid!! have the pleasure to 
write to you again «o-ni r # now. 

(x\ true copy.) 

(Sig 1 T. Bp own, bent. -col 
" (A tr - c:\ )■> 

(Signcci; J 11 A. (J. G. 

(A true copy.) 

N. B Edmonstone, 

Chief See. to the govt. 

Fort-William, Feb. lti, Ibll. 
General Orders ly the right honour ah te 
the governor- general in <o until. 

The right honourable the governor- 
general in council having received the 
official report of the reduction of the 
whole of the Molucca islands by the 
arms of his majesty and the honourable 
company, is pleased to direct the pub- 
lication of the following documents, 
describing the details of the late bril- 
liant and successful enterprizes against 
the Dutch settlements of Banda and 
Ternate, which terminated in the cap- 
ture of the former on the 8th, and of 
the latter on the 28th of August. 

His lordship in council considers 
the rapid conquest of a place, so 
strongly fortified by nature and by 
art as the island of Banda, in the face 
of a superior force, without the loss of 
a roan, as forming a singular event in 
the annals of British enterprise, and 
the governor-general in council has 
great pleasure in recording a public tes- 
timony of the approbation and applause 
While be Contemplates the distinguish - 
ed zeal and gallantry of the command- 
ing officer of the troops, captain 
Nixon, and the courage^ discipline and 
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firmness of the general body ofiVhe of- 
ficers and troops under his direction, 
in carrying into effect with such signal 
and rapid success, the plan of opera- 
tions for the reduction of that ‘settle- 
ment, concerted by captain Cole, of 
hi9 majesty's ship Caroline. 

The governor - general in council 
considers the expression of his high 
commendation, to be equally due to 
the gallantry and exertions of captain 
D. Forbes, and of the officers and 
men under his command, so conspi- 
cuously displayed in the attack of the 
fortified places on the Island of Ter- 
nate, under the general superintend- 
ance and authority of captain Tucker, 
of his majesty’s ship Dover, the suc- 
cess of which was followed by the 
stirrend *- of that important possession 
to the Btilish arms. 

Although the restrictions of official 
form exclude from the cognizance of 
this government the merits of the of- 
ticei-j a*.:! men of his majesty’s naval 
service eirp^vcd on these occasions, 
yet the governor - general in council 
cannot refrain from acknowledging 
the degree in which the acquisition 
of the settlements of Banda and Ter- 
nate is to be attributed to the skill and 
exertions of captains Cole and Tucker, 
and to the activity and zealot the of- 
ficers and men under their command. 

By ordei of the right honorable the 
governor-general in council. 

N. B. Edmonstone, 

Chief Sec. to the Govt. 
Extract from a Utter from captain Nix- 
on, to the jckief secretary at Fort St. 

George j dated September ,— 1810. 

The senior officer commanding the 
squadron, having resolved to make an 
attempt upon Banda, in consequence 
applied to the government of Penang 
for the assistance of as many artillery 
men a9 could be spared, and also, for 
some scaling ladders; a sufficient 
number of the latter were received 
on board at Fenang, and his majesty’s 
brig Barracoutu, was dispatched to 
Malacca with orders „for lieutenant 
Yeates, and a detail of twenty non- 
commissioned rank and file of the 
artillery, and to embark immediately. 
The Caroline, with the Piedmontaisc 
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and Mandarin in company, sailed on 
•the 10th, and an ived off Malacca on 
the 12th ol June, and being joined 
bv the n .rracoutta, Kith heulen mt 
VfMihs and his detail on Loaid, 'tie 
v hole plot rtiled on the voyage east- 
ward, and only stopping a few d.v, s 
at bonloo, for the pm pose of complet- 
ing the .ill ip-* wnh watt l and fresh pro- 
visions. art ivedon i’ne evening of th'‘Nh 
of' August in K.tnJa lb ads, not a single 
casually having happened duriyg our 
\ <j> age from IVnang, a pern id of 
nearly two months. 

A lew days brtoie vu; arrived at 
Banda, c.ipmin ( ‘ole ii.tcl published in 
orders, a plan ot attach, a copy of 
which j have the honor to ei.ch.H* ■ 
lie now tletei mined to carry it into im- 
inrehnte ewiiiiion, and tor that pur- 
pose the seamen, marines, and soldiers, 
wet e ouleied to 1 ml; about eleven 
(/(lock, commenced celling into the 
beats horn the -ewial ships j however, 
iiom the chikm^s of the night, and 
the weather lit mil; then veiv unfavor- 
able loi boat -emcc, it was found im- 
jio.isible to disembark the \v hole fence 
at once, and consequently* though 
die detai hmeut (with tlie exception of 
a \riy few siek r ) weie leady and anx- 
ious to share in the entoippze, 1 was 
under the disagreeable necessity of 
landing with only about fifty men. 

The boats after having collected 
mu lor the clulf point of great Banda, 
i about twoo'cloik m the morning of 
the ptli,) proceeded to the point of 
debai Ration on Banda Neiro, and at 
♦on.' o’cloc k landed (in a heavy squall 
oi run and wind, to which I attribute 
our ultimate and happy success,) with- 
in an hundred yjick* of a battery of 
ten guns, which was immediately taken 
bv a party of seamen in advance, under 
the command of captain Retinal), of 
tue Barracoutta ; a serjeant with a 
small party of seamen, and a few of the 
soldiers being left iu charge, the 
inainder proceeded to the attack of "Fort 
lielgica, in the following order : the 
seamen lbllow^l by the scaling ladders 
ni front, the marines and the detach- 


ment under my command in the rear, 
for the purpose of covering them at 
the time of attack } from the near ap- 
pioacli of day-light, there yras not a 
moment to be lost, and accordingly, 
undei the direction of a native guide, 
the whole advanced with great rapi- 
dity along the rear of the town, and 
in a short time arrived under the out- 
walls of the fort, which was carried 
by escalade, about half past five, A. 
M without the loss of a single man. 
'Hie enemy, upon the commencement 
»f the attack, made a considerable re- 
.'ishiiiec, but the covering paity kept 
up su. h a constant and well-directed 
Inc, that they were soon drove from 
the vvoiks. 

(A true extract,) 

N. B. Fpmonstone, 

Chi fstc. to the govt. 

Copv . 

To n .1 /. //. Co uit, co ? n rn a n d i ng 

A in 1 til/ na, & c. t*?c . 

Sm, — I have much satisfaction in 
importing to you the capture of the 
island of Temnte, which surrendered 
on the morning of the 31 st ultimo. 

His majesty’s ship Dover, with the 
detachment you did me the honor to 
place under my command, arrived in 
sight of the island on the 25 th, but 
fiom battling winds and calms, a land- 
ing could not be eifected until the morn- 
iuy of the 2bth. 

Being in hopes that a single ship 
would not have excited any great alarm, 
mme especially as captain Tucker had 
much disguised her, it was determined 
that a landing should be attempted at 
night near to Fort KayoMeimh (which 
stands on a point, at the entrance of 
the bay) with a view of canying it 
by surprise ; for this purpose, every 
pieparation and arrangement had been 
prev iously made for escalading the walls. 

On the afternoon of the 27th, his 
majesty’s ship Dover stood in, all sail 
set, with a fine breeze j about mid- 
night the wind died away, and shortly 
after the laud wind set in, upon which 
the detachment (as per margin*) was 
immediately ordered in the boats. 


♦ Seamen, 32; marine*, 36; Madras European regiment, 64; Auillefy, 10; a corps 
natives, an; including othcers, 174. 

Vol 12. 
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My letter to captain Tucker of the 
1st instant, a copy of which I have 
the honor to forward, gives a detail 
of its operation. 

I havtf fully expressed my senti- 
ments regarding the conduct of the 
officers and men employed, and assure 
you that every exeition to combat 
fatigue and difficulties, was cheerfully 
made, and every one seemed only de- 
sirous of pushing forward, in order to 
attain the ultimate object. 

The sen ice is much indebted rto 
captain Tucker, for his attention to 
the detachment on shore ; every pos- 
sible assistance was rendered by him. 
The gallant manner in which he laid 
his majesty's ship close alongside the 
different batteries, soon had the desired 
effect, and the enemy was soon com- 
pelled to surrender, having sutfeied i 
heavy loss in killed and wounded, p.ir- 
liculaily from the fiie ot th- l)u\er. 

Lieutenant Cnrsham, who ui 
charge of this dispu'ch, w;ij ik i w r 
to you the colours of l on K.ijoMnrjh, 
and those of the regiment in gaumm 
here, to be Imw ude l on ro India : lit, 
is fully competent to give any addi- 
tional information you may receive, 
iiot only regarding the capture of the 
■ sland. bul also die anangewients en- 
tered into. 

i have t he 1 o. ot to enclose you a 
return of the killed and wounded, as 
alio the ordnance, and article* of 
capitulation, and remain, &c. 

(Signed) David Forbes, 

Capta in com inarming . 

(A true copy.; 

f Signed) -M. \V. Co out. 

Ca pla in co m man ding . 

4 'ernate, l art Orungt\ t)th Sept. 1810 . 

Return of the killed and pounded. 

Kn, Li n.— Kuyjl man ; t pni'iir, de- 
tuhmcnt M. E.re^mirnt, i srijraui 

\Vou N PL n.— Ruyal maimo, l private 
'cvcrclv. 

Seaman, 1 Scvrre’v 

OjtAchuvJnt of armieiy, l \l<mov, se- 
verely, since dead. 

h. regiment lieutenant C. Forbes, 
a ^evpre contusion from a fall in storming* 

3 Ptfetf s , vcveie ly . 

b slightly. 

Amboyna corps, l serjeant and l private 
t lightly. 

Guides, 1 severely. 


Total killed, l serjeant and 2 privates. 
Ditto, Wounded, I lieuttBant, l serjeant, 
is Privates, and l guide. 

Return of mount • d ordnance on the fbrtijica- 
i ion of Castle Orange y Fort luii/o Meirah^ 
T<dooheu , and the udjucent batteries at 
Ternate. 

Brass — 2 6-pounders* 3 4-pounders, 1 

1- pounder, 4 1 -pounders-. 

Iron. — 8 18-poundcrs, 20 12-pourders. 
14 8- pounders, 14 6- pounder, 14 4-pound- 
ers, 4 2-pounders, 3 1 -pounders. 

Brass — 1 7-inch Mortar, 1 4 diuo, 

4 ^-inch Coliorns. 

1 otci 91. 

Dismounted Onlnam c. 

Brass. -- 2 pp'n. dcis, \ i-poumk/., 
1 y pounder 

Iron. - m d-pourulr rs, 12 4-pouudns. * 

2 - poundeo, *.» i-pou'd.i. # 

Brass. — 1 4$ o.lU Mortar, 2 4 tlm< . 

1 diuo 
lou o 

(Signed) Dvviii For nr s, 

Captain 1 om mantling . 

7 0 Fa in 'aid Ti/tktr, Fj (j 1 0 m m a n di nr 
his Majesty'* ship Dover. 

Sir. 

I have the honour to detail to you, 
tlu* <■}>•'; .ltioiih ot the detachment un- 
der myiommand, from the lime of 
its leaving his Majesty’s slop Dover, 
until hostilities ceased against the island 
of Termite. 

After ihe boats left the ship, on the 
night of the 27th instant, eveiv pos- 
sible exertion was made by lieutenant 
Jctliies in charge, to accomplish a 
landing before day-break, with a 
view of taking fort Kayo Meirah, b) 
sui prize , finding, however, that m> de- 
desirable an object could not be effect- 
ed, l directed him to proceed to Sasa, 
(which is situated behind a point ot 
land) where we landed without moles- 
tation about seven A.M. Lieut. Chailes 
Forbes then moved forward with r. 
party to occupy the height.*, wheie he 
remained until the gun and ammuni- 
tion could be brought up ; tin* 
became a fatiguing service, from the 
steepness of the hilts and deep ra- 
vines. 

Alxmt noon, after incredible labour, 
wc gained a commanding position near 
the sea, where we rested about two 
hours. Having left a party here to 
keep up the communication with the 
ship, we proceeded on to occupy * 
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Flight said to command fort Kayo 
JVIeiruh, and which was pointed out as 
the spot taken up by the English last 
war ) but, to our great mollification, 
on oar gaining it, we found that the 
trees had grown so much, as to pie- 
clude entirely our seeing (tie foil; in' 
the mean time we perceived the flag 
of truce howled on board his Majesty’s 
ship Dover. 

Being determined, in the event of 
the enemy’s not agreeing to (he sum- 
mons to gain immediate possession of 
Fort Kayo Meirah, I ordered 100 men, 
with double scaling ladders, to be in rea- 
diness to storm ; the moment I re- 
ceived your letter, inclosing the gover- 
nor’s refusal, I proceeded on, about 
seven o’clock, P. M. with this party, 
hot pmgthe island road afteradvancing 
some little way, we found it impossi- 
ble to proceed further, owing to the 
immense tiees cut down by the enemy, 
and Thrown across the road. I then 
turned to the light, after great labour 
i cached the beach, and about ten 
o’clock, anived within about SOrt yards 
of the tort undiscovered. We had not 
advanced fifty yards farther, before the 
enemy's nut-senliy Hied Ins musket. 
Immediately after a detachment of the 
enemy, with a brigade of guns, fired 
a volley ; we now pushed forward, 
keeping a fire of musketiy on the de- 
r aehmer.t outside, winch dim ejhem off. 

The fort now opened a very heavy 
fne of grape and musketry, notwith- 
standing which we crossed the ditch, 
and placed the ladder on the flank of 
thebastion, on the right of the bridge, 
under a brisk fire from the opposite 
bastion. The walls were escaladed 
and the toil taken instantly, and an 
officer and sixty-eight prFonerssecured. 

As soon as any ligiu appeared, the 
battery of Cot tab Pat ah opened a fire, 
the distance, however, was too far to do 
any damage. 

Unde i standing -that it was opened to 
the rear, I ordered lieutenant Cursham 
with a party to advance, and endea- 
vour to gam possession ; he was, how- 
ever, obligcu*tu return, the enemy 
having turned six heavy guns, and 
commenced a fire of grape. In con** 
sequence of your having communicated 


to me your intention of laying his Ma- 
jesty’s ship Dover alongside Kota Bara, 
the strand batteries, fort Oiango, and 
the town, I directed lieutenant Cur- 
sham again to advance with a six 
pounder, and take advantage of your 
fire. The enemy, in the course ot the 
day, threw up a bieast work across the 
road, defended by two field pieces. 
Lieutenant Cursham fired a few rounds 
ftom the six pounder, advanced, and . 
cariied it, then proceeded on, and got 
possession of Kota Bara, (the em-tny 
only fired one round) and turned the 
guns towards the stiand battery and 
the town, keeping up a fire until the 
flag of truce was hoisted. 

I cannot express to you how much 
the service on this occasion was beiic- 
fit ted from the exert, ons of the officer, 
vi^ lieutenant Jefleries of the loyal 
navy, boutenant Higginson of the ro\»l 
marines, and lieutenants C. Forbes aiut 
Cursham, of the Madras European 
regiment ; their braver) vv as conspicu- 
ous on every occasion, and tin.* success 
in carding the fort, i- entirely to btr 
attributed to their gieru presence of 
mind in conduc ting men in adatk night, 
preventing confusion incidental on 
such an occasion, and the gallant man- 
ner in which they mounteuihe walls. 

To the marines, stamen, detachment 
of const artillery, Madras European 
tegiment, and Amboyna corps, every 
prase that can be given to men is due. 
The fatigue endured by the seamen 
in diaggnig the gun, and biingmg up 
the ammunition, wa tf great, and the 
six seamen who carried the ladJer, are 
deserving of notice. 

I have the honour to enclose you a 
return ot ibe killed and wounded ; I 
attribute the small loss on this occasion 
to the darkness of the night, and tne 
quickness of the advance of the party. 

I have, 

(Signed) David Forbes, capt.comdg. 

(A true copy.) 

N B Edmonstone, 

Chief sec. to the govt. 
Ternate, Fort Orange, «SVpf, 1, 1810. 
GAZETTE OF THE ISLE OF 
FRANCE. 

Proclamations 

In the name of his majesty, George 

G ?, 
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III. king of the united kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

The proclamation in the name of his 
Britannic majesty of the .5th Decem- 
ber, t810, having announced, that by 
a former proclamation the inhabitants 
of the Isle of France would be forth- 
with informed of the way in which the 
administration of this island would he 
established ; it is, in consequence, de- 
creed as at the Lie of Bourbon, as 
follows : 

Art. I. — All the ecclesiastical c% r 
tablishments, and those who till religi- 
ons offices, shall be preserved under the 
British government, under the same 
laws and regulations which existed in 
the island before its surrender. 

Art. 2. — All establishments, as well 
judicial as those of the police, shall be 
alike preserved and continued, durante 
bene placito, under the British govern- 
ment, on the same bases and rules as 
before the surrender, except with le- 
specr to the following regulations : 1st 
All sentences shall be in the name at 
h ; s majesty. Geoige III. king ol the 
United kingdoms nt Great Britain and 
Ireland, instead of he ng entukd as 
iie’i'ofoit* id All the deerees ot the 
i unit d appeal tMabhshed in the is- 
against which persons might for- 
merly appeal before the superior court', 
of the go\ eminent in France, shall be, 
.intil further orders, presented, (pro- 
vided the pirties who consider them- 
"f Ives aggrieved, shall be so disposed,) 
to the governor of these islands, who 
wdl decade, alter he shall have submit- 
ted them to the judge and magistrate 
of the colony, lor Ins advice and opi- 
nion ; nevertheless, in all cases whe’e 
the parties may wish to appeal to Ins 
Britannic majesty in council, that right 
is permitted, as it formerly existed with 
respect to the court ofapp"ai in Fi.u.to 
In no case .shall any c.tu*u be idmed 
to his Britannic majesty, where tin* 
judgment shall not exceed the sum of 
four million pieces of eight. 

Art. [i. — John Shaw, Esq bache- 
lor of Jaws, licentiate and advocate, 
has been appointed and commissioned 
judge and magistrate, for this island and 
ns dependencies. 

Art. 4.— 'All complaints, except for 


military offences, which can be brought 
against subjects of his Britannic ma- 
jesty, not already submitted to the laws 
of the colony, shall, till furthei ordei , he 
submitted by the complainantsVirhout 
delay, to the judge and magistrate who 
will hear and examine the complaint, 
and make his report to the governor 
who will determine on its meins, 

Art. .5. — All the inhabitants of this 
island may, and will enjoy the same 
privileges in respect to commerce, as 
are ana shall be legally enjoyed by his 
Britannic majesty's other subjects ; all 
persons dcsit ing it shall be informed of 
the rules, regulations, and restrictions, 
which exi*t, relative to commerce, as 
well as those which shall be, to this 
end, addressed to the tribunals, and de- 
posited at tlie custom-houses, which 
are, oi shall be, established in the 
colony. 

Art (5 — All the public function- 
aries forme? ly emploj ed to make re- 
pats, will continue to do so, fiom time 
to time, to the heads of their dcpait- 
ments, who, when they submit them 
to the governor, will take care to 
be well acquainted with the situation 
of the colony, as was the custom under 
the hrencli government. 

Art. 7.— Whenever in othei parts 
of the administration, not hitheito 
mentioned, government shall please to 
moke the. necessaiy appointments, it 
will be invariably determined in its 
choice of persons whose morals, talents, 
and fnHitv shall bo particulaily known. 

Am . 8 — r I he governor will receive, 
at all limes, eithei in writing, or in per- 
son, such just complaints as the inha- 
bitant* may have to make, m order 
to redress them 

Lastly, from the publication of these 
presents, all persons shall be bound to 
obey them. 

Port- Louis, Isle of France, 

2S/A Dec. 1810. 

The governor of the Isles of 'France, 
Bourbpn, and their dependencies. 

R. T. FAtiauHAK 
By order $ the chief sec to govt. 

** A. Barry. 
PROCLAMATION, 

In the name of his majesty , feV. 
The inhabitants in the several quar* 
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Ins of the island will appear before the 
English commanding officer at those 
place*, there to take and sign the oath 
of submission to his majesty, George 
III. King of Great Britain and Ireland. 

A register will be opened in one of 
the offices of government for the inha- 
bitants of Port Louis, who will repair 
thcie to sign it beUveen the liouis of 
j 1 m the forenocm and 2 in the after- 
noon. 

Those who, in twenty days, shall 
not have taken the oath, shall be con- 
sidered unwilling to do so, and will 
therefore hold themselves in readiness to 
depaitfor France, at such time as they 
shall he ordered. Long live the king. 

1L T. Imruuhak, Governor, &c. 

By o* tier, A.'Barry, Chief Sec. 


NOTICE. 

From the represen tations made to us 
by the prize agents, and conforma- 
bly to the third additional article of 
the capitulation, it is ordered that the 
owners of all vessels taken and seized 
in the roads, and which are become 
the properly of his Britannic Majesty’s 
forces, do restore on board ship all the 
rigging appurtenances, sails, cables, 
anchors, and all articles, generally, of 
this kind which form an integral and 
essential part of the said ships, and 
which ought not to have been taken 
away. 

R. T. Farquhar, 
Governor, &c. &c 
Port Louis, Dec. 2/, 1810 . 


Madras Occurrences for January, 1810 . 


Jan. I. — The right honourabiego- 
i not -general gave a grand ball and 
supper to the settlement at the ban- 
quoting room of the government- 
house, the floor of which exhibited 
the arms of the honourable company, 
surioundcd by a broad border, executed 
with the greatest taste, and in the most 
coriect style of drawing. 

The company began to assemble 
about ten o’clock, the arrival of lord 
Minto and lady Barlow was announced 
hy the band striking up God save the 
kmg. His highness the nabob enteied 
shoitlv after, when the dancing com- 
inonn ii. 

'J lu* supper tables were laid in the 
gdloiy of the banqueting room, and 
uere covered with every luxury. 

The room w as extremely crowded on 
the occasion, and the compare consist- 
ed of nearly the whole settlement. 

Jan. 2. — The Bellona of twcuty- 
eight guns, captain Dupray, fell in 
W’lth his Majesiy’i sloop of w ar Victor, 
Captain St op ford, on the second of 
No\ ember last, near the sand heads, 
and after an unequal contest of thirty 
minutes, the Victor was obliged to 


yield to the superior force of the 
enemy. 

On the 19th of November, the 
Bellona captured the Resolution, Cap- 
tain Purefoy, bound from this poit to 
C alcutta. 

On the 2 2d, at nine o’clock in the 
evening, the enemy fell in with the 
Portuguese frigate Minerva, and an 
action commenced which lasted above 
an hour, when the Bellona drew' off. 
On the following morning, being in 
Latitude H) North, the action lecom- 
menced, and continued for 55 minutes, 
when the Minerva struck her co- 
lours. 

The enemy captured also the Arab 
ship Fazeromany from Bengal, and 
tl* admiral Drury from Lscapilla to 
Calcutta. 

Captain Dupray, on the Sth of Dec. 
in latitude 2 North, longitude t)0 East, 
put 380 prisoners on board the latter 
ship, ordering them to proceed to the 
nearest port, and the whole reached 
point de Galle on the 15th ultimo. 

General Orders . 

Jan. 13.— It having been brought 
to the notice of the officer command- 
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ing the army, that a douht exists 
“ whether an interior officer is obliged 
to recognize Ins superior in any other 
situation, than on parade or in the ac- 
tual exercise of military duties,” the 
olliccr commanding the army, deems it 
essential to the, discipline of the army, 
and the neccssaiy support of military 
snhoidination. to explain in public 01- 
ders, that an officer is at all limes and in 
all situations, rc»pon ahlj for the con- 
duct of the officers placed under his cau- 
thority, contrmil oi command, duel 
that it is their indispensable duty to re- 
cognize lus authority by an implicit 
obedience to orders, and rurid observ- 
ance of the respect eveiy inferior owes 
to the person of hissupcriot in all situa- 
tion-) in which they may luvo it in 
their power to evince it. 

The first piinciples of military dis- 
cipline and subordination arjse out of 
this practice, and officers entrusted 
with command are dnerted to call 
foith the iiii)-l exemplary observance of 
them from ail ranks of officers, wiio^e 
individual auihurity and lespoct amongst 
the soldiery ca.n only oe maintained by 
the example given in this important 
discharge of iheii own dory. 

MADRAS 

Ocrui rcuces for February. 

Fcis 17 — The Venus from Penang, 
brings accounts of a most gallant and 
successful action fought by lieutenant 
Kempthorue of his majesty’s sloop 
IJicTia, of J'2 1 o- pounders. 

On the Jlth of September the 
Diana perceiving a Dutch national brig 
of sixteen guns and 4 ? men, in the 
bay of Mazardo, lying under the pro- 
tection of a fort, decoyed her out, at- 
tacked and brought her to close action 
-—and, notwithstanding the superioihy 
of force, and the assistance of five 
gun-boats, which had been detach* d 
for the purpose, lie succeeded in cap- 
turing her 'm the most gallant and su- 
perior style. 

The Diana had only two men 
wounded — the loss of the Zaphire was 
the fiiM lieutenant and four seamen 
killed, and the commander and one 
scatoaft wounded. 

Ecb. 20th. — Saturday (being the 


last Satu dav in February) the gen* 
tlemen of this presidency educated aL 
Westminster school held their anni- 
versary meeting at the pantheon. — The 
stewards on the occasion, Mr. P. Ga- 
hagan and Mr. C. Higgmson, had pro- 
dded a most elegant dinner, and four- 
teen brother Westminsters sat down 
to the celebration c# this festival — Af- 
ter l he removal of the clot ik the gol- 
den pom hi m, presented to them by 
Warren Hustings, esq. when govertior- 
generul, was filled to the biim, and the 
standing toast, * f Ploreat," given by 
the senior steward widi thiee times 
three ; alter which, “ the immortal me- 
mory of the;r roys: (nun dress, Queer* 
Elizabeth ■" “ t lie imiveisitics of the 
united kingdom ” “ Brother West- 

minsters nil ovei the woild.” lt Public 
schools and severuiother appropriate 
toasts followed. The healths of the 
archbishop of York and bishop of Lon- 
don, the duke of Bedford, the duke 
of Portland, the duke of Richmond, 
the speaker of the House of Commons, 
the chief baron, and of many other 
illustrious living characters educated 
at this ci e it school, were also drank. 
The party did not sepaiate until after 
midnight. 

Major-general Warde and Mr. H. 
Gahagan are appointed stewards for the 
next anidversaiy. 

MADRAS 

Occurrences for March. 

?vl \ k c rr 1st. — The. armies under 
colonel Close and lieutenant-colonel 
MartiivJell,were,by the latest accounts, 
within a few miles of each other, and 
would in all probability form a juncj 
f.on about thp 1 0th or 18 th curt. 

Colonel Close’s army anivedat Sc- 
rooge, and took possession of that 
city, without opposition, on the 11th 
cm rent. Colonel Clost \s army is com- 
posed of the following corps : 

H, M. i. ad regiment ol light dragoons, 

At irgimvnt Madras cavalry, 
cd d»no ditto, 

4th ditto ditto, 

7ih ditto ditto, 

8. h ditto ditto, 

II. M. 31th regt. of foot, 

2orh regr. Madras Native infantry. 

2d Battalion of the 7th regiment ditto. . 
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1st battalion of the gth regiment ditto. 

I st battalion of the 12th regiment ditto. 

1st battalion of the 16th regiment ditto. 

fid battalion of the 17th regiment ditto. 

And about 3000 of the Mysorean, and 
4000 of the Nizam’s horse. 

The 1st battalion of the 20th regi- 
ment was left on the banks of the 
Nurbuddah. 

Daring the latter part of its march, 
the army had found the supplies of 
provisions much less abundant, than in 
the earlier pait of their route. Gram 
particularly was very scarce, and had 
risen to six or seven rupees per maund. 
Brandy was the only liquor procurable 
in camp, and that sold at 25 pagodas 
er # dozen. The only enemy that they 
ad met or seen in their long route, 
was a marauding corps of Pindaries, 
who, on one occasion, succeeded in an 
enterprize against a few bullocks, 
which they carried off. 

Head quarters , Choultry Plain , Qth 
March , 1810 . 

Ce final Orders by Major gen . Gowdie. 

The following parts of the confirmed 
proceedings of a general court-martial 
assembled at Bangalore, by order of 
major-general Gowdie, commanding 
the army in chief, on the 1st day of 
November, 1 8O9, and of which major- 
general Warde is president, is pub- 
lished to the army. 

CHARGE. — Lieutenant-colonel 
John Bell, of the Madras artillery, and 
late commanding the fort and gar- 
rison of Seringapatam, charged by the 
officer comanding the army, with hav- 
ing in subversion of all good order and 
military discipline, and in violation of 
the rules and articles of war for the 
better government of the company’s 
forces, joined in, and headed a most 
dangerous and alarming mutiny and se- 
dition, which took place in the said 
garrison, on and betwixt the 30 th day 
of July last, and 23 d of August fol- 
lowing ; during which period, the gar- 
rison fired on the troops of his majes- 
ty and those of the company an cf their 
ally the rajah of Mysoor, and seized 
on the public ‘'Treasury, and the lieute- 
nant-colonel, John Bell, declared his 
resolution not to deliver up the fort 
and garrison to the proper authorities. 


By order of major-general Gowdie, 
commanding the army. 

(Signed) T. H. S. Conway, 
Adjt.-gen. of the array. 

Fort St. George , Oct . gth, I8O9. 
Sentence , as passed on the Qth Decem- 
ber , 180 t). 

The court are of opinion, that the 
prisoner, lieutenant-colonel John Bell, 
is guilty of the charge preferred against 
him, which being in violation of the 
articles of war, and subversive of good 
or^er and military discipline, they do 
sentence the said lieutenant-colonel 
John Bell to be cashiered, and do fur- 
ther declare him unworthy of ever 
serving the honourable company in 
any military capacity whatsoever. 

(Signed) H. Warde, major-general 
and president. 

W. Ormsby, deputy judge- 
advocate. 

Revised sentence , as passed on the TJth 
day of February , I8O9. 

The court having re-considered the 
evidence brought before them, adhere 
to their former opinion. 

(Signed) H. Warde, major-general 
and president. 

W. Ormsby, deputy judge- 
advocate . 

I perfectly agree with the court, that 
the prisoner, lieutenant-colonel John 
Bell of the corps of artillery, is guilty 
of the crimes charged against him ; 
and I do therefore confirm the sentence. 
(Signed) F. Gowdie, major-gen. 

commanding the army in chief. 

Although the officer commanding 
the army has confirmed the sentence 
of the general court-martial, which 
has adjudged lieutenant-colonel John 
Bell to be cashiered, and declared him 
unworthy of ever serving the honour- 
able company in any military capacity 
whatsoever, he feels it a sacred duly 
he owes to his king, his country, and 
the service, to which he has now zea- 
lously devoted forty-three years of his 
life, to express his pointed disapproba- 
tion of the punishment awarded the 
prisoner ; which, in his opinion, bears 
no proportion to the atrocity of the 
crimes so clearly proved in evidence 011 
the face of the proceedings. 

The officer commanding Mysor a 
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will be pleased to order Mr. John Bell 
to proceed to the presidency immedi- 
ately, for the purpose of placing him- 
self under the charge of the town- 
major. 

Fort St. George, March Qth, 1810. 

The right honourable the governor- 
general in council, deeming it to be 
expedient, that the native troops of 
this establishment, now assembling for 
foreign service, should be distinctly ap- 
prised of the probable period of their 
return, and of the provision that wiii 
be made for the support of their fami- 
lies, in the event of casualties, is ac- 
cordingly pleased to announce, for ge- 
neral information, that their absence 
from the coast will not exceed the teini 
of three years, and that the families of all 
the commissioned, non-coma assigned, 
rank and tile, as well as of public fo' low- 
ers, who may either die or fall in battle 
daring the absence of the corps from 
this pitVidency, will be pensioned on 
the half- pay of the rank of their de- 
ceased i e la t ions. 

His lordship in council Rinhou7e. 
the European an J native commissioned, 
non -commissioned, rank and tilt', and 
public followers, to grant family certifi- 
cates, and is pleased to direct ihM the: 
amount of the certificates shall be in- 
variably discharged between the 1st 
and 0‘th of each month, without unit- 
ing any tui (her communicai.ou : also 
that the family of each pi i son above- 
mentioned, or the person hiding the 
certificate, shall receive the amount of 
their family certificate*. without tole- 
rance to casualties, until the return of 
the corps to the coast, when pensions 
will be g* anted to the nearest heirs of 
those natives of all ranks, who may 
have died, or been killed in battle. 

His loidship in council directs that 
an advance of two months pay be is- 
sued to all ranks, European and native, 
exclusive of their arrears, and pay for 
the cuncnt month, to enable them to 
provide necessaries for the voyage, and 
to defray the expence their families will 
incur in proceeding, to t he several sta- 
tions where they may wish to reside. 

Full bafta apd rations agreeably to a 
table which will be formed, will be al- 
pwedtothe native troops and public 


followers during the service, and with 
the view of adding to thWr comfort 
while engaged on the expedition. His 
lordship in council has authorized the 
issue of bioad cloth watch cloakv and 
pantaloons to all the native troops em- 
ployed on this occasion. 

General Orders 

Hearl-qun ■ ter \ of' the rtrn) y, Choultry 
Plain , 2 Oth Mart h , 1810 

G. O. By major general Gnanlie. 

Furt lit r extract?* fiom the proceyfhngs 
of a general court- martial assembled at 
Bangalore on the 1st d.u ot Novem- 
ber, 1 sou, and of v Inc h majoi -general 
Waide is picsident. au- pub! shed to 
th** ji my. 

Lieiiicuaiit-icdoiicl J< lm Dmeton, 
of rise Sth ii gimei.t native ea\ .by, 
and 1 do rnmmandi'ig ih< a detachment 
of troops serving at the 1 rot, tier Mai mn 
of J.mlua, oidered in aiiest b>' the * 
ndim commanding the ami), on the. 
follow .n ( h t'u s - 

C'nu.Gii j . — -For conclui t mibvci -.u .» 
of all good. r». di i and mil iiarv (ii>< iplme, 
and in breach of the tides and articles 
nt w tir, for the better jjuirmnnv.t «l' 
the company’s forces, by having, in 
violation of lus duty, and »he great 
trust reposed in him, as commanding a 
most import:', nt and critic, dly-situated 
frontier station, shanw fully abandoned 
the post committed to his chaige, n 
moving Lh detachment hum the sia- 
tion ef Janin.i on the* 14th of AucuM 
last, and with a runt. nuns and sidihon, 
desi n ag linst th ,J existing govci iimenl 
of Foi t Sr ( icorge. 

2d ---For having, pieviondy to his 
march, used endcavmns to Mir up and 
excite the troops undei his comm mil, 
to join m a mutiny and sedition agamM 
tlie existing govemnunt of Eon St, 
George. 

;jd.— For haying affixed his name 
to a mutinous and seditious paper, 
styled The Declaration, nxpicssiie of 
tlie intentions with winch the force had 
commenced their march. 

Hyordei cd major-general Gowdie, 
commanding the army. 

(Signed) T. H. S* Core wav, 

Ad|utanl-generah 
Fori Si . George, Qth Oct. 
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Sentence, as passed on the 5th day of 

, February, lb 10. 

The court are ol opinion that the 
prisoner, lieutcnaut colonel John Do- 
veton is not guilty of the charges pre- 
ferred against him, and do, in the 
most full and most honourable man- 
ner, acquit him of all and every part 
thereof. * 

(Signed) Henry War ok, 
Major-General and President. 

(^Signed; William Ormscy, 

Deputy Judge Advocate. 
JLciwd sentence, as passed the 1 3th 
dutf of February , 1810. 

The court, ui obedience to the or- 
ders of the officer commanding the 
armv, having reconsidered the wh.J'; 
of the evidence brought befoie them, 
do not find any reasons to altei their 
former opinion. 

f Signed) Henry War nr., 
Major-General and President. 

(Signed) Willi vm Okm-uv , 

Depur/ Judge. Advot.ite. 

The officer commanding the aimy 
Ills deep!) to lament that he cannot 
suhMTibe lus appiobaiion to the .ibme 
mmuliicc. The pi boner has u»,ird 
ins defence on the pietexl of kavmg 
joined m the mutiny tor the purpo.se 
<*r preventing the exce-ses of h« s men. 
lint the arm Its of was having c\pn>s- 
ly excluded such plea, it is mr;..Ssible 
to wui'iuiit an acquittal in opposition 
to the verv letter of die law itself. 

A second ground ot the prisoner’s 
defence appeals to he a private and 
ro'ifideniiul letter fiom capta n Sv den- 
ham, the resident at Hyderabad, re- 
commending to heutenair -colonel Do- 
to adopt the above conduct. 
Advice amt i ary to law can never con- 
stitute an authority for cuminal acts, 
let it come from what quarter it will. 
Hut the letter in question was alto- 
gether unofficial, b mg marked con- 
fidents d, and not only not reported 
to government, but seemingly care- 
fully concealed by botli parries fiom 
ns knowledge, until the moment it 
vv is produced in couit by lieuteuaflt- 
colonel Dolton, as a document of 
lus defence. 

A court martial may indeed dis- 
charge a prisoner fiom the legal penal- 


ty ; but how far the party shall be 
again employed is a sepaiate question. 
An officer who could conceive him- 
self justified in putting himself at the 
head of a mutiny on the mere sug- 
gestions of another, or on any pretext 
whatever, can never, in the opinion 
ot major-general Gowdie, he thought 
fit to he again entrusted with any 
important lommand lie feels him- 
self, therehae, impel iously called o:i 
fo recommend to government, t/iat 
heutenant colonel Dove on may bo 
i Auovcd fiom the excuse of all mih- 
taiy functions, until the pieasu'o of 
the court ol directors shall be taken 
on Ins case, allowing him, in the 
mean tune, ro draw hii proper allow- 
ances. 

f/eutenant-rolon'd John Doveton 
iclea-oii Jiom aiK^t . 

The above older to be io;d at the 
head of every legimml and battalion 
on i he establishment. 

Gi nlkal Omr ii? . 

Ibad quartet v of the Army . ChouUni 
Plain , 'l\st AJunh, IS10. 

The light houoiuabc the govei - 
uor-/eneral . : i council having address- 
ed tnc subjoined ordcis to major-gr • 
ncral Gowdie, commanding the armv, 
to be published to t he army, they aie 
accordingly published in military or- 
deis. 

Fort St. George, 21 st A lurch, 1810. 

G. O. I >y government. 

The officer commanding the at my 
having laid before the governor-ge- 
neinl m council the proceedings of a 
general court martial on the trial ot 
lieutenant-colonel Doveton, ami hav- 
ing recommended that lieutenant- 
colonel Doveton shall be suspended 
from the exercise of his military func- 
tions, receiving the pay and allow- 
ance of his rank, until the honour- 
able the court of directors shall sig- 
nify their pleasure upon a case so im- 
portant and extraordinary ; his lord- 
ship in council has taken the proceed- 
ings of the said court martial into the 
most serious consideration ; and as 
well in deference to the recommenda- 
tion of the officer commanding the 
army, as from entire concur; ence with 
his sentiments, lus resolved to trans- 
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mit the proceedings to the honourable 
the couit of directors by the earliest 
opportunity. His lordship in council 
is further pleased to order, that lieu- 
tenant-colonel Doveton, shall be sus- 
pended from the exercise of his mili- 
tary functions, receiving the pay and 
allowances of his rank, until the plea- 
sure of the honourable court shall be 
known. 

The governor-gtneral in council 
cannot without extreme regret, pub- 
lish to the army a formal dissent fiom 
the judgment of a tribunal, so mucii 
entitled, ;rom the ends and nature of 
its institution, to respect, as a general 
couit martial ,* but no establishment, 
devised and administered bv men, can 
be exempt from human fallibility ; 
and the consequences which must re- 
sult from a tacit sanction of the prin- 
ciples on which this erroneous judg- 
ment must have been founded, appear 
to the governor-general in council so 
fundamentally suhvcisive of every se- 
curity which the law has wisely and 
providentally supplied against the 
greatest danger with which society can 
be menaced, that all the subordinate 
considerations of delicacy towards pub- 
lic bodies, or tenderness towards indivi- 
viduals, which might properly weigh 
in ordinal y cases, must yield to the 
higher and paramount duty of provid- 
ing for the permanent tranquillity and 
safety of the public. 

The governor-general in council 
cannot, therefore, too distinctly avow 
his entire concurrence in the senti- 
ments of the officer commanding 
the army on the present occasion, and 
his lordship in council will ever ac- 
knowledge the deep obligations of the 
British empire at large, as well as of 
this portion of it, to the firmness and 
energy with which major-gen. Gowdie 
has, with personal reluctance, no doubt, 
but with a manly devotion to Ins public 
duty, opposed the establishment of 
false and unmilitary principles, by with- 
holding his confirmation of a sentence 
from which they would hereafter 
claim support j and has counteracted 
their pernicious tendency by a solemn 
assertion of those civil and military 
tenets which the legislature has, on this 


branch of our public duties, exclu- 
sively acknowledged, as conformable 
with the juster notions of the military 
character, or compatible with military 
tiust. Those cardinal maxims -are, 
that in every calamitous case of mu- 
tiny and revolt, whether partial 01 ge- 
neral, “ or, on whatever pretext,” 
that monstrous offence may seek to 
justify itself; the first obligation of 
every officer and soldier, is to oppose 
its progress by every effort of persua- 
sion. His second is, to separate him- 
self from the guilty ; and the last 
and mostsacied is, to jo ; n the stand- 
ard of his sovereign, his employers, 
and his duty, and to strain every nerve 
of zeal, activity, and courage, in sub- 
duing the criminal party. 

It is in conformity with these just 
and important principles, and with a 
lively sense of their powertuland decisive 
influence on the discipline of armies, 
and safety of the state, that the gover- 
nor-general in council has deemed it 
expedient and necessary to adopt the 
firm and judicious advice of the officer 
commanding the army, and to post- 
pone the indulgence of personal dispo- 
sition, and every other inferior motive, 
to the more sacred care of providing, 
in an extraordinary conjuncture, for 
the interests and security of the pub- 
lic. 

By order of the right honourable 
the governor-general in council, 

(Signed; A. Falcon a a. 

Chid Sear, to Govt. 

By order of major-general Gowdie, 
commanding the army. 

March 28. — By a late arrival from 
the gulph, letters have been received 
from captain Mearing, of the ship 
Euphrates, relating the fortunate es- 
cape of that vessel from an enemy's 
cruizer. The following is an extract 
from the accounts now received. 

" Close to the tombs, March the 
. r )th. On Sunday the 21st January, 
in latitude 17 °- 00 ' North, longitude 
87° 30 East, at half past one, P. M. 
steering S. S. W. with a light breeze, 
from W. N. W. the man tit the mast 
head reported a sail in sight, a point 
before the lee beam, bearing S. E. bf 
E. and' standing to the southward. 
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At half past three , P. M. the stranger 
•hauled his wind, and stood directly for 
us. We pursued our course, and at 
seven, P. M. was about four miles 
xJii ec •iy astern, and in chase ot us. 
During the night, we had light winds, 
and we could perceive with the glass, 
that we distanced him. At day-light, 
the stranger was about 5 miles astern, 
in full chase of us. At two P. M. 
on tbe 22 d, the breeze freshened, 
and it was soon evident that the 
stranger was coming up with as We 
lud teen employed from day-light, 
making additional sails, a large lower 
flteeripg sail, two roval ditto, two water 
s^ils, and a sprit-sail, which were set 
in the afternoon ; but, notwithstand- 
ing, the chase was gaining on us fast. 
At 30 minutes past the, P. M. the 
stranger hauled his head to the east- 
ward, hoisted French colours, and fired 
a gut), which fell short of us. At 
dO minutes past five, P.M. the French- 
man tired another gun, which fell 
short of us, about a cable’s length on 
our quarter. The Frenchman having 
rounded to each time to fire, gave us 
an advantage, at least so far as to keep 
our ^stance till dark, (as before filing 
he was coming up with us fast.) At 
< 5 , P. M. after consulting with the offi- 
cers, it was judged proper to lighten 
the ship ; which was done at /, P. M. 
from the extremes of her, bv throw- 
ing overboard part of the cargo. The 
Frenchman was then within gunshot 
of us, astern. At 10, P. M. we ap- 
peared to get from him. The wind 
then shifting, we altered our course 
to S. W. bunging the wind on the 
starboard quarter, which I considered 
to be our best point of sailing. At 
midnight, the Frenchman losing way 
with us. At day-light, on the 23d, 
the chase astern 4 miles. At noon, 
the Frenchman still in chase of us, 
distant 5 miles. At 11 in the forenoon, 
saw another sail on the larboard bow, 
too tar off to make out what she was. 
At 10 minutes past 3 P.M. th'e French- 
man hauled down his steering-sails, and 
stood to t lit wind on the larboard tack, 
(after a chase of 50 hours,) as we 
suppose, in chase of the ship seen 
from the mast-head. The vessel that 
chased us, is a long low ship, of IS 


or 20 guns j her courses , topsails, and 
top-g.iJJant-sad. are much darker in 
the middle cloth, than the other parts 
of the 1 ; the topmast and JovVer 
steeling *ails, ate of the same dark- 
coloured canvas, as the middle cloths 
acsciibcd ; — she is painted with a 
dark bioad yellow side, and shews her 
ports in it, and has a red vane at the 
main-top-gallant -mrw-head, low bow- 
sprit, and lining jib-boom. At 10 
minutes past 5, P.M. saw the French- 
man engaging the stranger in the 
*S. E. quarter. 

The above written is'eopied from the 
log-book. 1 have now a tew observa- 
tions to make, and, in the first place 
to regret, that we weie under the ne- 
cessity of throwing ovei board any part 
ot the cargo. But I did not think it 
prudent to throw the guns overboard. 
And the ship’s provision and water 
was so situated, that could we have 
tin own it overboaid with the same 
dispatch, it would not have ac- 
celerated the ship’s sailing in the 
same degree My anxiety during 
the chase was very great ; and I have 
to commend in the highest manner, 
the conduct of Mr. Wilson and Mr. 
Haram, the chief and second mates, 
for their exertions in making the new 
sails, and for the attention they paid 
to t he ship throughout the chase. I 
had shaped a course for Madras, and 
continued it, till after dmk, that the 
Frenchman might suppose that I 
was going there, to give information to 
the ships of war. — I think, as we 
brought him well over to the westward 
in the chase, (in lat. 14° 24* longitude 
85° 20 East,) that he will quit the bay. 
I shall, if an opportunity offers, send 
a description of the ship to Madras 
and Bombay. I should mention, that 
every man was stationed to the guns, 
and small arms ; and had the French- 
man come alongside, we should have 
endeavoured to have given him a warm 
reception.” 

The general court martial, lately 
sitting at Bangalore, has been dissolv- 
ed. And the officers, who remain 
for trial, on charges connected with 
the recent commotions on the coast, 
are to be brought before the court 
martial, to assemble at Wallajah 
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bad, of which Colonel Wilkinson is 
president. 

MADRAS 

Occur mu vs for April . 

April 14 th. 

Genera! anUr\ Ly the right honoural le 
the governor-genera! in court ill , Fort 
St George , April 5th, 1810. 

The ollitirs uiuiei named, vi/. 

T. F Dv* Havillaud, captain oi engineers, 
(itoijjc Cadcli, captain nth regiment Ma- 
uve mhnrjv, Hugh M* I modi, captain Kill 
leginicnt Native irifannv, F. K. Aidudl,* 
capiaiij l ,>i h regiment Native infantry. A. 
Andrew}, captain Madias European rrgt. 
James Pat ter* on, major llth legt. N. 1 . 
George Wahab, major 2 1st regiment 
Native infanliy, James S idler, capi.uu 
r^th irgunent Native infantry, J I. Lush- 
ing! ?n, « ipMin 4tli regiment Nams ca- 
va!-y, A. M’Leod, rapi »in Sih rrgimi nt 
Native cavahy, C. liopkinson, rapfain- 
!i'. utr u nit ai nllery, G W. Pou'iiand, cap- 
f i : . ' lituternnt arnllav, Thomas Pollock, 
captain l J tli regiment Naove mfaiitrv, 
Matthew Stewart, major 17th regiment 
N mv mfantrv, 

Having accepted 1 lie alternative al- 
lowed to them by the general orders 
of the September, ISOO, of dis- 

missal from the service of the honor- 
able comp my, intend of trial by court 
martial, 1 1><" ri-rht honourable the go- 
vernor- general in council accordingly 
hereby announces 1:1 older-., 1 heir dis- 
missal from tiie sen ice of the honor- 
able company from this date, and di- 
rects that they do immediately repair 
?n the pitisidi-ney fur the purpose of 
placing themselves under the charge 
of (lie town-major of Fort St. George, 
aod proceeding to England, agreeably 
ro the ordeis of the honorable the 
court of directors, with the reception 
of in nor James Patterson, who is per- 
mitted to remain in India. 

Getter al orders hj government, A/nilO , 
1810 . 

The right honorable the governor- 
general in council is happy to observe, 
by the following extract from a letter 
from the offirei commanding in chief, 
that the confidence in the attachment 
and His/ ipline of the native army under 
this presidency, whit f> was mr.;nu stod 
by the recent determination of tin* go- 
vet^Hnent to employ a respectable de- 
taemnent from it, upon foreign service, 
has been fully justified by tl 0 alacrity 


and ardor with which not on ty the 
troops selected for that duty, but jeverai 
other corps, have volunteered for j Weign 
service ; and his lordship reques ts that 
major-general Gowdic will con icy to 
the whole of these troops the expres- 
sion of his warm approbation, of the 
zeal, fidelity, and military spi fit by 
which their conduct has been distin- 
guished on this important occasions 
The right honourable the gov< jmor- 
general in council is happy to avail 
himself uf this opportunity of ex press- 
ing his fullest, approbation of tho me- 
ritorious and zealous exertions o.b this 
occasion, of the officers vhose n tones 
have been brought to his notice by 
major-general Gowdie. 

Major-general Gowdie is requieited 
to order the piomotions of lance havil- 
dars and Naigues recommended i.a the 
last paragraphs of the adjutant-s/cnoe- 
ral s letter. 

Evlract of a letter from the adjuti.Vit- 
geneutl of the army, dated 23a ; f >j 
March, 1810. 

The officer commanding the mtiy 
has duccted me to request that ’floii 
will lay the enclosed copies of rep* art .« 
from No. 1 to No. (), before the right 
lionoiable the governor - general in 
council 

Tiie subject of these reports con flin. 
so unequivocal a proof of the fide fty, 
zeal, and attachment, of the native ‘ar- 
my, that major-general Gowdie jan- 
not suppress the expression of his earn- 
est hope, that they may meet the ^fub- 
J ic notice of government, nor aic?the 
merits of the European officers who 
have so conspicuously evinced Jheir 
zeal for the public service, less entitled 
to the major-general's approbation , and 
he has desired me to request, tint in 
bringing these reports tp the notice 
of government, you will do him 
1 hr. favor to notice the following of- 
ficers in command t r charge of corps, 
who have distinguished themselves by 
a zeal for* the public service, and an 
example of the fidelity and worth of 
the native lioopi, as honorable to 
themselves as it must be giatif) ing to 
government. 

Licutcii jut-colonel Orrock commanding ad 
ImimIkvi jd n*j/itni*nr, rrujor Eia^vr in 
chrfigcbf 2 st 5 'h, Vernon in charge olfcd 
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12tli, Fjrran ed 21st, captain Rockhead 
„ 1st 61k, Smith 6th cavalry, West 3d, 
Smithw aite pioneers. 

It w$uld be also an injustice not 
to notice here, the zeal and spirit dis- 
played I >y the 2cl battalion 20th regi- 
ment, 2d battalion 1,0th regiment, 
in volunteering for the corps formed 
for Bui icoolen, and major - general 
Gowdio has directed me to express the 
sense h e entertains of the conduct 
mat life? ted by majors M'Cally and 
Gurnell on that occasion. * 

The officer commanding the army 
has due cted me to state, that in thus 
pei forte ting so pleasing a part of his 
duty, k e considers it unnecessary to 
report specifically, that all the native 
detail*, for foreign service arc complete, 
as tin* report comprehends an amount 
of near 7000 native troops, and equal 
to thru 0 times the number that the 
government have called for, he at the 
same time is confident that many other 
corps on the establishment have only 
a untec 1 the opportunity to evince the 
same k mdable ze^l for the service, and 
1 pint of in' hi ary enterprise. 

Tire, officer commanding the army 
requests the sanction of the light ho- 
noiabi 1 / the governoi -genet ui m coun- 
cil to: promote the lance havildars and 
Naigtses recommended by major-gene- 
ral Wjjrde and colonel Wilkinson, fioni 
the date they volunteered, and to return 
them as supei numeral ies on the 
strength of their 1 elective corps, until 
vacancies occur to bting them on the 
effective strength, 

On Saturday last his excellency lieu- 
tenant-general Geoige Hewett, com- 
mander-in-chief ot Ins majesty’s and 
the honourable company's ibices in the 
East Indies, anived on Ins majesty’s 
ship Modesto, the iionouvnble John 
EJiiot, fiotn Calcutta. 

Eroni the late hour at which the 
frigate came to an anchor, his excel- 
lency did not land until Sunday morn- 
ing, when the troops in garrison were 
under arms, for the purpose of paying 
, those military honours, to which the 
oommandcr-in-chicf in India is entitled. 

The right honouiable the governur- 
general, the honourable the governor, 
the members of government, the com* 


mandcr of the forces, and the principal 
civil and military officers at the presi- 
dency, were on the parade to receive 
hi* excellency on his landing. 

The general, after passing through 
the street which had been formed by 
the ttoops, proceeded to the Ameer 
Bangfwith the right honourable the 
governoi -general, and shortly after to 
the gardens of Sir Benjamin Sulivan, 
which had been prepared for his recep- 
tion, 

s'ihe grenadier company of his ma- 
vsty’s (jqth regiment, with its officers, 
and a colour, was sent to head-quarteis 
as a guard, which was politely declined 
by the general, and the usual guard of 
sepoys substituted. 

On Tuesday at eleven o'clock, lie. 
excellency tool; his scar at the council 
board, under the salute due to Ins rank, 
and immediately alter, the following 
order was promulgated by the right 
honourable the govet nor-general in 
council. 


G. 0. By Government. 

I lis excellency lieutenant -genera 1 
Hewett, commander-in-cliiet of Ins 
majesty's and of the company's force* 
in India, having arrived at l-’uit S*. 
George, all officers and soldiei s unde: 
this pi esidency arc hereby diiccted to 
obey him as commander-in-chief in 
India accordingly. 

By order of the right honourable the 
governor-general in council. 

(Signed) A. Falconar, 


Chief sec. to govt . 

The officers of Ins excellency’s stair 
weic likewise announced to the army 
from lk-nd-quai tors by the subjoined 
general order. 

(}. O. By the Commander in C ui j in 
In ilia. 

The following stalf officers having 
accompanied his excellency lieutenant- 
general Hewett, commander in chut 
of his majesty’s and tire company's 
Juices in India 1 > this pm^i'-icy. all 
officers are di looted to ackn Avled.r^ 
them accordingly. 

Li^ut.-coi. S r W. G . 
Kirr, , 

Col. F den, -4th h'f ? - 
\Ej. fohi'Tfi* EbrS • f , 
Lum. - -oh l\ C ' *. 

mi v 


Adjt.-gcn. K. T. 

Qr.-nu -grn. do. 
Deputy do. do. 
Mil. <rCC. 
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Mil. sec. C.ipt TIcwcu, 2 * 2 cl foot. 

Persian Interpreter, Do. W. Stunock, iGth 

R. B N. I. 

(Signed) C. B. M. Johnston, 

Au. Assist. Adjt.-gcn. of 
the nrmv* 

April 21. G. O. The nght-honour- 
able the governor-general in council, 
with a view to improve the f^hent 
mode of medical treatment of hoises 
in the cavalry on till* establishment, is 
pleated to direct, that an institution, to 
be denominated the Madras Vetcrinaty 
Establishment, shall be formed at ti\e 
presidency, under the immediate direc- 
tion of his excellency the commander- 
in-chief, for the purpose of educating 
and instructing m the Veterinary art a 
number of boys not exceeding -is, who 
will ultimately be posted to regiments 
of cavalry with the rank and pay of 
European fat hers. 

The right honourable the governor-ge- 
neral in council ;s pleased to appoint Mr. 
Joseph Errat to be a \eterinary surgeon 
upon this establishment, on the pay of 
4 5 star pagodas per month, and the 
half batia and other allowances of a 
cornet of cavalry from this date, to ap- 
point him to the medical charge of the 
honourable the governor’s hotly guard, 
and the superintendence of the Madras 
veterinary establishment. 

The b iys to educated at the Ma- 
dras veterinary e.tabiishmcnt are to be 
entitled for the service of the cavalry, 
and his excellency the commandei -in- 
ch lef is requested to give necessary 
orders for bringing them upon the effec- 
tive strength of corps : bat they must 
be returned “ absent on command at- 
tached to the Madias veterinary esta- 
blishment,” and when corps are com- 
plete to their establishments, they are 
to be returned as supernumeraries. 

The Mandarin, a Dutch sloop of 
war, under command of lieutenant 
Vidall, of his majesty's ship Cornwallis, 
arrived in these roads on Saturday last 
from AmbTjna, with dispatches to 
his excellency rear - admiral Drury, 
announcing the important intelligence 
of the auc<fcss of* his majesty's ships 
Cornwallis, Dover, and Samgrang, in 
aualtack on Amboy na. 

A detachment of the Madras Euro- 
pean regiment, under the command 


of captain Phillips, and of Hie coast 
artillery, under captain Cotfrt, with 
the marines and seamen of the ships, 
amounting to about 400 men, were 
landed, under a bombardment from the- 
ships, and by a most daring and suc- 
cessful attack succeeded ia surprising, 
the enemy and gaining poslcasion oi 
the place. 

The Mandarin, Bambang, Madu- 
rosa, Maigaretta Louisa, and. Hope 
armed ships, and six merchantmen, 
fell into the hands of our squadron ; 
and the public property captured, in 
spice and other articles, on the island, 
is computed at near tnree hundred 
thousand pounds sidling. 

The loss cn our side is extremely 
tiiflmg, lieutenant Stewart of the coast 
aitiliery was slightly wounded in the- 
hand, and tiy; privates were killed and 
v minded. 

A body of Javanese troops has been 
for the defence of the place, 
under the command of captain Phil- 
lips, and captain Court, senior ofticeiv 
is in command of Amboyna. 

April 28 . — A session of Oyer and 
TernuiKr, and general gaol dehveiy, 
commenced on Wednesday the 18 th 
current, at the court-house in Fort St. 
George, before the honourable Shr Tho- 
mas Andrew Strange, Knt. chief Jus- 
tice, and concluded on Wednesday 
last. 

On Tuesday the following convicts 
weie bought up, and alter a most im- 
pressive address from the chief jus- 
tice, severally received sentence of 
death 

John Burke, a private in his majes- 
ty's 5()ih regiment, found guilty of 
wilfully and maliciously shooting at 
Alexander Macdonal, a sty^eant be- 
longing to the same reginjent. This 
man was indicted under till Black afct, 
which makes the offence capital, al- 
though death did not ensue. 

Leonard Money, a private in the 
same .regiment, found guilty of the 
wilful murder of William Butler, a 
serjeant belonging to the same regi- 
ment. 

William M Craw, a serjeant in his 
Majesty’s 33d regiment, found guilty 
of ;he wilful murder of James 
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G bson, a private in the same regi- 
n.ent. 

Mootoo Sawmy, a Bramin, found 
guilty of the wilful murder of Bu- 
chee Boyce, a native woman, by 
strangling her with a rope in a pagoda 
at St. Thome. 

Chinniali, a peon lately employed 
ly the board of trade, was sentenced 
toseveu years transportation to Prince 
of Wales’s island, for stealing a watch, 
chain, and seals, the property of John 
Casamaijor, esq. a membei of ttte said 
board. 

On Thursday last, his excellency 
the commander-in-chief paid a vUit 
of. ceremony to his highness the nabob 
of Arcot — the arrival and departuie 
of the general from Chepank palace, 
were announced by salutes of seven- 
teen guns ; and yesterday morning 
royal salutes were fired from the garri- 
sou, on his highness returning the vidt 
at the garden house of his excellency 
on Choultry plain. 

MADRAS 

Otrurmurs for May. 

May 5th. — On Saturday last, Sir 
Francis Macoaghten was sworn in at 
the court-house, and took las seat on 
the bench as one of Ins majesty’s 
puisne justices at the supreme court of 
judicature at this presidency. A sa- 
lute of 17 guns was fired fiom the fort 
on the occasion. 

May 10th.— -The force* left by colo- 
nel Close for the defence of the Berar 
frontier, is composed of four battalions 
of native infantry, two regiments of 
native cavalry, a company of European 
artillery men, and a company ot pio- 
neers. * 

Native accounts of respet table au- 
thority give reason to believe, that the 
troops of Ameer Khan have regained 
possession of Serotige. 

May 12th. — On Tuesday last, the 
right honourable the governor-gcuei.d 
held a levee at the Ameer Baug, on 
the occasion of his lordship's departure 
for the seat oft he supreme government. 


ys 

and at five in the afternoon his lordship 
entered the fort, where the troops in 
garrison were under arms, for his lord- 
ship’s reception. 

llis lordship walked through the 
street, formed on the occasion, attended 
by t lie honourable the governor, the 
honourable the chief justice, their ex- 
cellenci'*s the commanders-in-chief of 
the naval and military services, the 
members of government, general oRi- 
ceis at the piesidency, and the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of the settlement. 

On 1 caching the beach, his lordship 
was leccned by his highness the Nabob, 
attended by in.s family and the chief 
Khans, and a numerous assemblage of 
the most respectable natives of Madras. 

A salute of nineteen guns from the 
foit and Chepank palace, announced 
bis lordship’s embarkation, and alike 
number of guns fiom his majesty’s 
squadron, with t heir >;uds manned, on 
Ins arrival on board the Modeste. 

May ]<)th —The right honourable 
the governor-general in council has 
much satisfaction in publishing, forge- 
neial inhumation, the following detailed 
report of the bnlliant achievement 
effected by a detachment of the coast 
artilleiy, the Madras European regi- 
ment, and parties of the seamen and 
royal marines of his majesty’s ships 
Cornwallis and l)o\er, under the com- 
mand of captain Court, of the former 
coip*, in the attack and final conquest 
of the enemy’s foils and batteries at 
tiie settlement of Amboyna. 

7 0 captain Edward Tucker, command- 
ing hi* Britannic majesty's ships and 
Jurcrs employ td on the expedition t<> 
the eastward. 

Slit, 

I have the honour to report to you, 
by this the earliest opportunity afforded 
me, the operations of the troops and 
seamen employed under my command, 
in the attack upon the enemy's out- 
posts on the l(5th instant. 

The force destined for this service, 
composed of the number of men 
named in the margin,* having landed 
about two o’clock, P. M.‘ agreeably to 

■lb 

jj 

X-, 


9 Detachment fid battalion of artillery 

Madras European regiment 

Seamen and royal marines from H. M.’s ship Dover. 
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your orders ; and being formed accord- 
ing to the instructions 1 had previously 
given; the advanced party under cap- 
tain Phillips, consisting of 30 rank and 
file, of the detachment 'Jd battalion, 
artillery under lieutenant Stcwait, the 
detachment of loyal mat mes lrom his 
majesty \ ship Dover, under lieutenant 
H iggiri'-on, M»d a detachment ut one 
company ot ' Madias European re- 
giment, with a paityoi seamen from 
his mnicsty’s sinp Dover, under lieute- 
nant J<. lVer.es, m all about 1 SO irvi, 
w.is diucled to attack the batlciy at 
Wannitoo, situated on the top ot a 
small liill of a most commanding 
hcvjit and position, and defended by 
theu.dnance expressed in the lurgm. - * 

This, the most advanced pfcst of the 
enemy, and commanding the shore at 
Portuguese bay, was attacked with that 
gallantry, promptitude, and judgment 
which were to bi* expected fiom the 
exertions and talents of that distinguish- 
ed officer, captain Phiilips, of the .Ma- 
dras European regiment, and was im- 
mediately carried, notwithstanding toe 
determined opposition of the enemy, 
who had twoolfiLeis killed, and one des- 
perately wounded, ?if tci the end ance 
of our party into the b.utcrv. 

Under the able directions ot lieute- 
nant Duncan Stewart (who, though 
wounded, continued at his post) three 
of the guns were umnediittly brought 
to bear upon the enemy in his reneat, 
and subsequently upon the enemy’s 
post nt Baita Gantong, which had 
opened a fire upon our troops at Wan- 
mtooon their taking possession thereof. 


With the remaining forcef I pro- 
ceeded along the height to turn ihe 
enemy’s position at Batta Gantong, situ- 
ated about 1,500 yards distant from, 
and nearly on the same level with, that 
at Wannitoo, and which commanded 
the town of Amboy na and fort Victo- 
ria. This party endured, with the 
greatest spiiit and patience, a most fati- 
guing and troublesome march, ascend- 
ing and defending hills, over which 
there was no mad, and many of them 
soextfemeiy steep, as to require the 
assistance of the bushes for the men 
to sret up and down bv ; their toils 
were, however, lewarded by our reach- 
ing a little after sunset an eminence, 
which effectually commanded the ene- 
my, and by the satisfaction we ‘expe- 
rienced on finding that we had pur- 
sued the only mode of attack against 
this post (10 strong by the nature of 
the ground on every other side) which 
ode* ed not 1 probability of success ot her- 
\v» v than by a great sacrifice of lives. 
Tnc enemy, who was collected in some 
11 umbel •>, loured immediately we were 
peiceived on the height above them, 
and we entered the battery without 
opposition, when we found the oid- 
iijuce named m t lie margin.* 

'1 lie consequences ot our success 
n oucmiiijg possession of Wannitoo 
and i-atra Gantong, were observed by 
the desertion on the part of the enemy, 
of two batteries which had annoyed 
the ships and which became exposed 
to out commanding fire. 

One o* tbe-c batteries, cdled the 
Wooyu battery, is situated on the shore. 


Seamen no I rrnjl mnpcs fiom H. M.\ ship Cornwall;? jc- 


3 c, imen horn H M.\ sloop Saiuarung 

4 

• 

N. B. Olficcri included 


#■ Ordnance iron 10 pounders 

Dum ft dirto , 


D1U0 G ditto 0 

Howii/ei) brass 5 and a half inch 


+ Company M. E regiment under captain Foibcs. 

The sr-amcn and marines from H. M.’sship Cumwalfis. 
The seamen and marines from H. M.’s sloop Samarang. 

IS Artillery men. —This body was under the immediate 
fulfilled the duties of this charge to m> greatest satisfaction. 

Ordnance iron 12 pounders 

Ditto 0 ditto 

orders ofcapgm Forbes, who 
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The other is erected upon piles, some 
distance in the sea— -They were both 
Well calculated for defence against a 
naval attack, and were covered. by a 
very thick parapet. — The. ordnance 
found in them are expressed in the 
margin * * • 

During the night of the l6'ih inst. 
two 12 pounders and one 9 pounder 
were relieved of their spikes, in the 
Batta Gautong battery— which, on the 
following day, were brought to fire on 
the* fort.— The enemy retuinecj our 
lire (winch continued until your sum- 
mons for the surrender of the town) 
with shells , but without effect. 

Out loss m obtaining our advantages 
was* trifling in comparison with the 
importance of their consequences, and 
considering the obstacles t Lie t loops 
had to surmount. 

in expressing my sentiments of 
the conduct of the office is and men 
employed on this occasion, 1 cannot 
speak too highly of their exertions, 
to which, and the formidable fire the 
eiic*my had experienced from the ships, 
must be attributed the early surrender 
of this colony. 

I hav already, I hope, done justice 
fo the military conduct of captain 
Phi Hips, to whom I am likewise un- 
der the greatest obligation for his ad- 
vice.— You are aware, Nr, how' much 
the service” is indebted to that officer, 
tor the very important assistance deriv- 
ed from his knowledge of the Malay 
language. 

To captain Forbes of the Madras 
European regiment I owe every ac- 
knowledgment for the benefit of his 
judgment and his advice. 

Lieutenant Duncan Stewart attached 
to the artillery, to whose lot it fell to 
head the party against Wamntoo, acted 
most nobly up to his station, he was 
ihe first that entered the battery— and 
gave the Dutch otlicers an opportunity 

* Woy.10 battery 

Oniuaiice, non, 12 pounders 
Du to 8 ditto 
Ditto 6 ditto 

t'jrronadfWjg pounders 
Battery 111 the sea. 

Oidnaiuc, iron 12 pounders. 

Brass Catrouadcs 3a ditto. 

Vol. 12- 


to surrender, which generous offer 
was on their part declined : he conti- 
nued to perform his duty throughout 
the service, notwithstanding a severe 
cut he received in the hand. 

Lieutenant Jeffries of the rbyal navy 
received a concussion in the breast 
from a spent grape shot, but I am 
happy to say we w ere at no period de- 
prived of liL valuable assistance. 

It is but justice due to the royal ma- 
rines, truups, and seamen, to make 
known to you the steadiness with 
which they advanced against Wan- 
nitoo, under a heavy fire fiom the 
enemy of grape and musquetry ; not 
a shot was fired until they reached 
the breast wuik of the battery — such 
a testimony of their valour and con- 
duct, while highly honourable to the 
royal marines and hoop", must reflect 
mote than ordinary credit on the s a- 
men. 

Tire capitulation of the town has 
prevented the further necessity of the 
troops and seamen displaying that va- 
lour and steadiness which had been 
so conspicuous in every part of their 
conduct th iough out this service, and 
which their undiminished ardour gave 
every reason to conclude, would have 
been attended wiih similar success, 
although opposed to the more formida- 
ble defences of Baltameera and Gr!- 
laia. 

I have herewith the honor to en- 
close a return of ordnance mourned 
on the castle of Victoria, and on the 
several batteries to the right and left 
thereof. 

The return of stores is too volumi- 
nous to enable me at present to trans- 
mit it to you. 

(Signed) JVI. H. Court, 
Captain commanding the troops em- 
ployed in the expedition Eastw ard. 

Fort Fictoiia , 27 th Ftbiuary , 1810. 


.Now 

4 

at 
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Ki i.lf, i). — Royal marines l corporal ; M. 
E. regt. 2 privates ; royal navy, \ seaman. 
Wounded. — Detachment ed bat. artil- 
lery l lieutenant, l corporal ; royal ma- 
rines, l ditto ; M. E. regt. 4 privates, 
rov.d navy. 4 sailors. 

To IF. A." Montague, E*ff. commanding 
his majesty's ship Cornwallis . 

Dear Sir, 

* We, the undermentioned officers of 
the honourable company's service, who 
embarked on board his majesty’s ship 
Cornwallis, proceeding on an expedi- 
tion to the eastward, return you our 
most sincere thanks for the great kind- 
ness and civility we experienced ft 0111 
you whilst under your command. We 
also beg the favour of your conveying 
to your officers our thanks for the 
obligations we are under to them for 
their attention to us on every occasion, 
and we feel ourselves much gratified in 
thus having an opportunity of express- 
ing a sense of their kindness. 

To the harmony which has subsisted 
between the two services, and which 
you have always endeavoured to pro- 
mote, we in a great measure attribute 
•ur late glorious success. 

Your character stands already too 
high in public estimation for ns to en- 
tei upon 3 but we cannot refrain from 
expressing our sentiments of admira- 
tion at the gallant manner in which we 
observed Ins majesty’s ship Cornwallis 
engaging the batteries at this place, 

As a small tribute of our esteem and 
regard, we request the favour of your 
acceptance of a sword, value one hun- 
dred guineas. That success, health, and 
happiness, may ever attend you, is the 
sincere wish of 

Your's, very obediently, 
David Forbes, captain, 
Duncan Stewart, licut. of 
the cna»t army. 

Hugh Kyd, lieut. M. E. R. 
John Curs ham, 

II. Willia Ms, ensign, M. E. R. 
Fort Fictona, Amboy na, 

7th March . 

To captain David Forbes , and the offi- 
cers late serving on board his ma- 
jesty's ship Cornwallis . 

Gentlemen, . 

I have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of ypur letter - , wherein you 
express, m fluttering terms* the semi* 
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ments you entertain of my conduct 
during the time you were on board the 
Cornwallis. 

The sword you request my accept- 
ance of L receive with pleasure, and 
shall wear it as a proud testimony of 
the regard of officers, whose conduct in 
public service has excited my admira- 
ration, and in private society my esteem. 

Should it in the course of service 
be our lot again to serve together, I 
only hope that we may be actuated by 
the s,nme ideas, and animated byMie 
same spirit, as we have been on this 
occasion. — The officers of the Corn- 
wallis feel highly gri lifted in having 
had an opportunity of exercising the 
rights of hospitality to the office is 
o t the company’s troops embarked on 
board this ship. They also feel assu- 
red, that the same harmony would ex- 
ist on every future occasion where they 
may be employed together. 

I beg you will accept my best u ishes 
for your health and success, and believe 
me, with grateful esteem. Gentlemen, 
Your most faithful <eivant, 

W, A. Montague. 
//. M . Ship Corn w Unis , off' Amboy na, 
March 8th , 1810 . 

The expedition for foreign service, 
under command of lieutenant-colonel 
Fraser, of Ins majesty’s 8 (ith regiment, 
sailed on Tuesday last, under a strong 
convoy to the southward. 

On Friday morning, William Mac 
Crae, late a serjeant in his majesty’s 
33 d regiment, and Mootoo Saw my, .! 
Brahmin, were executed formuiciei, 
pursuant to their sentence. The for- 
mer evinced great penitence, and ex- 
horted the spectators to take example 
by his untimely end, and avoid drunk- 
enness, which had led to the commis- 
sion of the crime for which he was 
about to sutler. 

Leonard Mooney, also under sentence 
of death, was ordered to be taken for exe- 
cution to Bangalore, and to suffer in 
the presence of his majesty's 39th re- 
giment. 

John Burke, capitally convicted for 
wilfully and maliciously shooting and 
wounding serjeant Macdonald, was res- 
pited until his majesty's pleasure should 
be known. 
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MADRAS 

Occurrences for June. 

June 5. — Yesterday being the an- 
niversary of his Majesty’s birth, a 
salute of seventy-two guns was, cor- 
responding with the age his majesty 
attained, tired from the saluting bat- 
tery of fort St. George at sunrise, 
and a royal salute at noon. A like 
number of guns were aUo repeated, 
at the above hours, from the battery 
of Chcpauk palace, the resident# of 
his highness the Nabob. 

In the evening, the honourable the 
governor entertained the members ot 
council, the judges, the staff of the 
army, and the principal civil servants, 
and other inhabitants of the presiden- 
cy, at dinner, in the banqueting room, 
in honour of the day. 

Extract of a letter Jrom Bangalore, 
31 si May, 1810. 

His Majesty’s 25ih dragoons, 59th 
and 33d foot, and four native corps, 
were under arms this morning, to 
witness the execution of Leonard 
Mooney, of his majesty’s 59th re- 
giment, convicted of murder at the last 
sessions. The unfortunate man was 
very penitent, and having obtained 
permission of colonel Gibbs to address 
his comrades, he did so in a most im- 
pressive manner, warning them to 
avoid intemperance, which had brought 
him to a shameful and untimely end. 
lie then mounted the scaffold with 
lirnuiess, and died as became a man 
in his unhappy situation. 

Extract of a letter from Jaulnah, dated 
May , 19, 1810. 

I arrived here this morning with 
colonel Conran’s force. V 

There is good hunting and shooting 
about twelve miles from this place, 
but it is dangerous fiom the number ol 
wild beasts. — I had yesterday a most 
miraculous escape. 

I usually go out on the flank, and 
yesterday was beating down a Nullah 
parrallel to our line, and about three 
hundred yards distant ; I had killed 
one hare, and was anxiously looking 
out tor another. 

The place appeared by no means 
dangerous, because the bushes were 


low and insulated, bur yet in one ot 
these did my Beatee discover one of the 
largest tygers I ever saw. 

The circumstances were as follow : 
— I was passing on at my usual slow 
pace, and taking care that every bush 
was well beaten. I arrived at a low 
and narrow, but rather long bush, and 
had passed to the further end,when my 
Beatee cried out Saheb,Saheb,— Baugh 
Baugh ! I withdrew a few paces j 
put two balls into each barrel of m> 
gun, over the shot ; sent one man to 
calfr assistance from the line, and was 
endeavouring to get sight ot the ani- 
mal, as the man who remained was 
pointing out his head, his legs, and 
his face* but my endeavours were 
vain — my bad eyes led me into the 
greatest peril, for finding that I could 
not see him, fr t unwisely concluded, 
that he was further olY than my Bea- 
tee declared and, with my gun cocked, 

I advanced, crouching towards the bush, 
as I expected to see him through the 
branches, near the ground, which sel- 
dom have any foliage — but could not 
get a glimpse of him — when lo ! as I 
had just touched the outer sprays, 
the monster rose, not a yard trom me, 
and rushed out with a roar that wilh- 
dicvv all my strength. 

It appeared as if the bush was com- 
ing up by the root — he brushed me in 
passing, and sprang at my beatee, 
when, to my astonishment,! witnessed 
more courage and presence of mind than 
1 ever hope to see again — as the tiger was 
springing, the man undismayed struck 
at him with his bamboo, full in the 
face, and the tyger turned ofl*. I had 
neither presence of mind nor strength 
to fire, and peihaps it is fortunate 
I did not. The tiger thereupon 
turned about, and then galloped at 
sonic distance past us, and in sight of 
the whole line of baggage. Four men 
were kille4 by a tiger on the road, 
and I have no doubt but it was by 
this one ; you will agree that I had a 
narrow escape, for it was wonderful 
that he did not spring on one of us 
on first beating the bush, pnd more 
wonderful that he. did not paw me in 
passing, for he actually touched me. 
The only reason that can be given is, 
% 
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that he must have been gorged. 1 f I 
had possessed your eyes, I roust have 
killed him, when within two or even 
six yards. I could easily have lodged 
four halls in his head, and I had a 
brace of pistols to have finished it. 

June 30. — The officers of the 2 d 
battalion, 4th regt. Native infantiy, 
have evinced their regard and esteem 
for their late much-lamented com- 
manding officer, lieutenant-colonel 
Berkely, by a resolution to erect a 
monument to his memory, and to wear 
mourning on the melancholy occasibn, 
for one month. 

MADRAS 

Occurrences for July. 

July 6 th. — His excellency rear ad- 
miral Drury landed fwfhi hi§ majesty’s 
ship Bucephalus, captain Peliy, on Sun- 
day last, under the salute due to his 
rank. 

The Russel, captain Caulfield, hav- 
ing sprung a leak at sea, his excellency 
shifted his flag to the Bucephalus, and 
the Russel returned to Trincomallee. 

Ext rat t of a Letter. 

The Nereide frigate, on the 25th of 
April, about two o'clock in the morning, 
landed about one hundred men, four 
miles to the southward of Port Jnquete, 
at the Mauritius, and marched up to 
the fort. At break of day they took 
po^e^ion of the batteries, spiked all 
the guns, and carried off the com- 
mandant, (a lieutenant-colonel in the 
French seivice,) and sixteen men. 
While proceeding with their prisoners 
to the frigate, they boarded anrl carried 
off a national schooner, with her com- 
mander, (a lieutenant)/ and his crew. 
On the 2 /th of the same month, a llag 
of truce was sent out to the commodore 
of the English squadron, from general 
de Caen, tor the release of the lieu re- 
liant-colonel, winch was immediately 
complied With, in exchange for Mxteen 
privates of his majesty’s 69 th regiment. 

To captain W. Nesbitt, of the II. C. S . 

Huddart . 

Dear Sir, 

Deeply impressed with feelings^of 
th? highest respect and gratitude, w* 


conceive ourselves called upon, in thi* 
public manner, to return our sincere 
thanks for your unwearied attention to 
our comfort and happiness during our 
passage from England. 

A constant solicitude to remove 
every inconvenience, and to lighten, 
by the most affabfe politeness, the te- 
dious hours of a long voyage, marked 
your conduct from the moment we em- 
barked, till we arrived in India. 

We assure you, that we shall ever 
enter/ain a lively remembrance of the 
many happy hours we spent in the ship 
you command, and request you to ac- 
cept of our warmest wishes for your 
welfare and happiness. 

With the greatest respect we remain. 

Dear Sir, 

Your s obediently, 

Signed by Mr. and Mrs. Blunt, 

Mr. and Mrs. Wakefoiii> 

T. B. Tani- ly. 

H. Baggot. 

Madias, July IS 10. 

Captain A fn hit's reply. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I cannot but feel highly gratified 
with the very kind manner you express 
yourselves of my conduct and the at- 
tention I have ever thought it my duty 
to pay you whilst on board the Hud- 
dart. 

Permit me, however, to say, that I 
could scarcely have acted otherwise, 
to those whose excellent conduct 
throughout our passage has been such 
as to demand my warmest acknow- 
ledgments. 

Most sincerely wishing you every 
happiness, I remain. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Your most obedient friend & servant. 

W. Nesbitt. 

Huddart, 10 tk July, IH10. 

To d. H. Hamilton , Esq. British 

Commissioner, tsfe. tSfc. Tranqutbar. 

Sir, 

Upon the resignation of the impor- 
tant situation you have held for a c\ n- 
siderable time, over this settlement, 
we, the undersigned inhabitants, can- 
not omit the opportunity of paying the 
tribute due to probity and benevolence, 
by conveying to yon the high and t 
guteful sense we eutertain of your in- 
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variable exercise of those great quali- 
ties, and to declare the unfeigned and 
lasting esteem it has impressed us with. 

As the unavoidable consequences of 
the war had reduced the frugal means 
of many an industrious individual to 
absolute indigence,* it has been owing 
to your humane interference with your 
generous government, that their situa- 
tions have been alleviated, and relief 
been afforded to the distressed. 

The mil I and equitable laws o£Den- 
mark have in you met a supporter, 
through which they have continued to 
be respected and rendered beneficial to 
those for whom they were calculated, 
ancf in every instance, liberality and 
justice have distinguished the manage- 
ment of the public affairs of this set- 
tlement. 

While we regret our loss on your de- 
parture, we learn, with peculiar satis- 
faction, that a wide field of prosperity 
is open to you in your native land, 
where we wish you, and the amiable 
descendant of an illustrious Danish 
patriot, which you have chosen as your 
consort, may long enjoy that happiness 
and consideration, which worth and re- 
spectability have a full claim to. 

We ha\e the honour to remain, with 
the gieatcsi esteem, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble servants, 
(Signed) Herman son, 

O. C. Snicker, lient .-col. Lindgieen, 
F. Kaa», J. Rebiling, F. Halkier, Mnhl- 
dorlf, E. Biunet, L. Lutter, A. W. 
Ruhde, J G. Meinhardi, Jens Due, 
J. Bendsicr, J. Ling'tard, C. T. Boalth, 
A. E. Wiehe, J. D. Strieker, (Jfc vS. 
John, August Ccennuerer, J. G. KJein, 
J. Holmich, Wodsrhow, G N Halse, 
■Got ting, K. K. JVluller, F. 1 D. Wic- 
kede, G. Bulow, S. Becli, G.L. Mein- 
hardi, E. J.C. Faith, J. Daemon, D. 
Schreyvogel, W. D. Becker, J. L. 
Meyer, Frusenbergi M. Hoplf, F. 
Sundt. • 

Tranquebar t July 1 4th, 1810. 

To his excellency* Mr. I lermanson , late 
Danish governor, tsf c. Tranquebar , 
Sir, 

In transmitting through the channel 
•f your excellency, my answer to the 


address with which I have been honor- 
ed from the civil and military .officers 
of the Jate Danish government, and 
the most respectable Danish inhabi- 
tants of Tranquebar, I cannot avoid 
expressing the grateful esteem with 
which I am impressed towards your ex- 
cellency, not only for your urbanity and 
attention, but for the ready assistance 
and co-operation I have uniformly ex- 
perienced from your excellency in car- 
rying into effect particular arrange- 
ments connected with my duty as com- 
missioner for the affairs of this settle- 
ment. 

J have the honour tohe, with every 
sentiment of consideration. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble servant, 

(Signed) A. H. Hamilton. 
To his eX(,ei fancy Mr. Hermamon, Mr. 
Lindgreen , colonel Strieker, colonel 
Aluhldorffi and the other civil and 
military officers of his Danish raa* 
,jc\ty t and the principal Danish inha - 
bit a nts of 7 ; an quel ar. 

Gentlemen, 

While I a* knowledge, with senti- 
ments of respect, the approbation 
which you have been pleased to bestow 
upon my endeavours to alleviate. the 
calamities necessarily concomitant on a 
state of warfare, it might appear to be 
arrogating more merit to myself than I 
feel entitled to, were I to omit stating 
the causes which may have materially 
affected the success of my mensuies 
Great Britain is the natural ftiend of 
Denma r k, and although war actually 
exists between the countries, a circum- 
stance to be attributed more to the fa- 
tality of the times, than to any other 
cause : it is, in the present instance, as 
on all occasions, the ardent desire of the 
British government to avert,, as much 
as possible, the horrors of war from 
private- persons. Therefore, in the 
work ot mitigating the distresses of in- 
dividuals, I ha\e been merely the hum- 
ble but willing agent of recommenda- 
tion to the authority possessing the 
power and inclination to realize my 
endeavours. 

The efficacy I have been enabled to 
give to the laws, is owing, in a very 
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great degree, to the laudable decorum 
and sobriety, as well as the respect 
for those laws, with which the majo- 
rity of the inhabitants of Tranquebar 
is actuated. 

In return for your good wishes you 
have my grateful thanks ; and with 
sincere desires for your prosperity and 
welfare, 

I remain, Gentlemen, 
your rriost faithful and 

obedient servant, 

{Signed) A. Hamilton Hamilton. 

July 2(5th — On Tuesday the 10th 
current, a session of Oyer and Terminer, 
and general gaol delivery, commenced 
at the court-house iu Fort St. George, 
befqre the honorable the chief justice, 
and Mr. Justice Macnaghten. 

After the grand jury had been sworn, 
the honorable Sir Francis Macnaghten 
addressed them in the following terms : 

Gentlemen of the grand jury , 

Whatever we may have to lament 
jn the business which is to come be- 
fore ns, it cannot but afford us the 
greatest pleasure to find, that a single 
offence does not appear to have been 
committed within the wide range of 
the Madras police. 

My residence here has not been so 
long as to give me much experience, 
and my illness since my arrival, has 
prevented me from obtaining so much 
information as I otherwise might have 
bad. 

If the place had been disorderly 
we should all have charged the police 
with the blame of it ; in common 
justice, therefore, they are entitled 
to our praise for its good order — and 
if offences had been committed, we 
must take it for granted that they 
would have been brought before us. 

It is certainly a most extraordinary 
thing, and every body must feel it to 
be a most pleasing one, that in a po- 
pulation consisting of so many hun- 
dreds of thousands, not one offence 
in the course of three months should 
have been corrfmitted to call for the 
interference of the court in its cri- 
minal jurisdiction. 

There is a crime which was com- 
mitted in the neighbourhood of Can- 
nanore that will be brought before 


you-— and whether it be considered 
with reference to the crime itself, or 
in relation to the persons upon whom 
it is charged, is certainly of a very 
alarming nature. 

It is the crime of robbery, charged 
upon two of the king’s soldiers, and 
greatly aggravated by the character 
of the parties upon whom it is charged 
— That the people under our protec- 
tion should be despoiled of their pro- 
perty is bad enough, but that they 
should be set upon and robbed by 
those whose duty ami profession it is 
to act in their defence, is infinitely 
wor^e. 

But great as this offence is, its mag- 
nitude diminishes, its colours lade away 
when compared with those gratuitous 
murders which have of late ) ears stain- 
ed and disgraced the records of the 
court — 1 know not how to speak of 
them with adequate abhorrence-— al- 
though they arc unhappily even fami- 
liar to us, they cannot bur shock the 
feelings, and confound the speculations 
of every man who hears of them. 

As homicides, they are indirect de- 
fiance to that sacred code which has 
the Almighty for its author and man’s 
salvation for its end — They cannot he 
accounted for upon the ground of 
frailty, or ascribed to any of the hu- 
man infirmities-— Our first parents gave 
a proof of the weakness of our nature 
— They were tempted and they fell — 
But it was reserved for this age, and 
for this country, to exhibit to us a phe- 
nomenon in vice— to set forth an ex- 
ample of guilt in the abstract— and 
to shew us the perpetration of the 
deepest of crimes, without the slightest 
of temptations. 

When we look towards those atro- 
cious deeds, we see them frightful 
from their deformity even as murders, 
and horrible from the darkness with 
which they are surrounded— in vain 
do we seek for light to direct us to a 
motive— -It is a crime which so far 
transcends all our notions of guilt, 
that there is not in the human mind 
any standard or any scale by which 
its enormity can be measured. 

In vain does philosophy explore the 
heart of man, in vain does memory 
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recur to history for its likeness— It is 
Sui generis. It has no prototype — 
no example — It is only to be sought 
for in the regions of darkness— whence 
conjecture “will return sickened and 
stupified from the pursuit j leaving 
it to the heart to teach us an example 
of the profoundest humility, by in- 
forming us that we partake of a com- 
mon nature with such malefactors. 

A case of homicide will now be 
laid before you and if I am to judge 
from the informations, it would be 
almost a contempt of the law even to 
tell you that it is clearly a case of mur- 
der — It is as it is charged, murder 
compounded of its strongest ingredi- 
ents — most deliberately prepensed — 
wilful from malice alone — and mali- 
cious in the extreme, with an entire 
concurrence of the will. 

It di tiers indeed from the cases of 
which 1 have spoken, and glares upon 
as with a hideousness peculiar to it- 
self — its motive appears to have been 
the worst of human passions — revenge 
— and the only light it affords resem- 
bles that destructive tire which terri- 
fies the soul as it strikes upon its ub 
jeet — which only glances through the 
gloom or casts a coruscation into dark- 
ness — Like lightening to the benight- 
ed traveller, it shows us nothing but 
the blackness and the horrois of the 
scene. 

I w ould not have you suppose, gen- 
tlemen, that such guilt is to be taken 
for granted — God lot bid! I state the 
crime to you as it appears charged in 
the information*. — you will take care 
to keep the accused and the accusation 
distinct from each other— the case will 
be laid before you, and you will judge 
for yourselves. — Upon the nature of 
the offence we must all agree — upon 
the nature of the evidence you will 
decide, and I fervently wish that some 
other doubt iftay appear beside that, 
which must necessarily arise in every 
good mind from the bare incredibility 
of such uefariousness. 

An European and a native are said 
to have fallen by this act, and a na- 
tive is said to have been the object 
of the robbery of which I have spo- 
ken-— You will I am sure, gentlemen. 


anticipate me in what I am about to 
say, that from the defenceless state 
of the natives, and their harmless con- 
duct, \ye ought to be particularly care- 
ful in guarding them from wrong.— 
That we are bound byvevery principle 
of policy as well as justice to attend 
to their complaints, and to redress their 
injuries. They are the subjects of 
England, and we not their tyrants, al- 
though their rulers.— All government 
is bottomed upon the reciprocal duties 
of obedience and protection, and if 
we expect their submission, we must 
yield them our protection. 

It is your duty, gentlemen, to be 
satisfied of the guilt of the party, as 
well as you can be, without entering 
into his defence before you send him 
here for his trial. I state this parti- 
cularly, for of late it has been the 
practice of some places to consider 
the grand jury room as little more 
than a foimal passage for the party 
accused to the bar of the criminal court. 
— The practice I believe has never 
been countenanced here— yet those 
who encourage it give a reason in its 
defence-— and the reason is plausible 
though fallacious. 

It is said that by sending the party 
to his trial he is one way or other dis- 
posed of— -whereas, if the bills are not 
found at one sessions they may be pre- 
feu ed at another, and he will thus be 
subject to i e pea ted vexations. 

All this is true-— but it only applies 
to cases in which there is a deficiency 
of evidence, and one observation may 
be sufficient as an answer— that is, 
you cannot consistently with your oaths 
act upon this piinciple. 

Independent of this, I must tell 
you, that it is the genius of our law 
to throw up every possible guard for 
the protection of the subject, and 
we 9ay, no man shall suffer unless two 
juries of twelve each, concur in his 
condemnation — that is, twelve of the 
grand jury mui>t agree in the finding 
the bill a true one— and the petty 
jury of the twelve must be, unanimous 
in his conviction. The doctrine I 
have alluded to would take from the 
subject the outwork which the consti- 
tution has raised for his defence~«pd 
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although an innocent man need never, 
I hope, fear the consequence of being 
brought before a British tribunal, it i**, 
nevertheless, your duty to protect him 
even from that, unless it appear pro- 
bable to you that his guilt will be esta- 
blished on his trial. 

But although our laws are on the 
one hand thus anxious to keep the in- 
nocent from trial j they are ns auxi- 
ous, on the other, to bring the guilty to 
punishment. 

Suppose the case of a guilty mart to 
be brought before you without evi- 
dence sutlicient to shew you the pro- 
bability of his guilt. Will you iind 
the bill ? If so what will be the 
consequence ? He his put upon his 
trial and acquitted ; although, at 
a future time, sufficient evidence might 
be adduced to substantiate his guilt. 
I mention this to shew you not only 
the unreasonableness of the doctrine, 
but the absurdity of the reason which 
is urged in irssuppoir. 

I am not aware that any case at all 
connected with the late proceedings in 
this couit, will be brought before 
yen — It any should be, 1 am per- 
suaded you will divest your minds of 
every consideration wnh re-pict to 
what has passed, and rut as if nothing 
in relation to it had ever come Urvour 
knowledge before. We shall never, I 
trust, hear of parlies within these w alls, 
or oi anything but the merits of the 
case as they appear in evidence before 
us. 

Parties, God knows! are bad enough 
any wheie, there is nothing more tiue 
than that to divide, is to weaken. — 
But whatever divisions may take place 
elsewhere, party must never obtrude 
itself into our courts of justice. — It 
implies partiality or prejudice, and is 
utterly incompatible with the adminis- 
tration of the law. — Fiom this place 
we must shut all such considerations, 
and thinkof nothing but the most scru- 
pulous discharge d( our consciences to 
our country and our God. 

Everyone wholeness any thing of 
sb^yof our country for the last 
twenty itfafs, must be convinced that 
Englandfca&been saved from the wreckof 


Europe by the means of her judicature. 
Our judicature I may say, was the a fk 
in which justice escaped from the ge- 
neral deluge that overwhelmed and 
desolated the continent— and justice 
has protected the nation in return for 
her own presei vation. * 

Our laws have been kept uncon- 
tam mated amidst the foulness, and 
cot ruptions with which ihey w ere sur- 
rounded, and I hope they will extend 
in tjieir purity to our mod distant 
possessions. In proportion to their ex- 
cellence, we shall justly be deemed 
infamous, and iniquitous in their bad 
admini'Uration. 

An otience, gentlemen, of a very 
serious natuie, in as inriii as ;t affects 
the admuustialioii id justice, will be 
laid befoie you. It is a cl.nge preter- 
ed against no less than si*M-n of the 
company’s mi lit ary c::kci\ ‘oi havn g 
unitedly assaulted, and gro^s.v abused, 
a single, inianneu, uud-mmicd fuio- 
pean, and a name by whom lie a as 
attended. It is chaiged that alter they 
had satiated their own vrngtance, 
they hunted then doi.- at tne^e unfor- 
tunate men, and that their flesh is ac- 
tually laceraicu anu turn by theii 
bites. 

The provocation they gave, was that 
of having been employed by the she- 
rifl, to execute a writ which issued 
out of this court, at the sou of a nun 
with whom one of these as^inauis iud 
conti acted a debt which it seems ho 
Wa.. determmed never to pay. 'll'ts 
was t lu- piovocalion — I do not wish 
to speak vv it h asperity of what followed, 
and it is not easy to speak of it other- 
wise, ii’ the information* are to be 
believed. They are, L understand, 
young men, and T heartily wish that 
the judgment of their. riper years may 
disapprove of such acts of their 
youth. 

If such proceedings Vere to be to- 
lerated, the king’s charter would be 
worse than a dead letter, and his 
judges worse than contemptible. We 
should sit here underwits authority to 
issue process for the sole purpose of 
subjecting those whose duty it is to 
execute it, to danger and ' molesta- 
tions 
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Whenever, therefore, such offences 
"appear, the conri vviJI lay its bands on 
the offender, and not let go the hold, 
until he shall have made atonement 
at this bar, or under the sentence 
which he will there receive. 

If this offence cannot be justified or 
excused, I wish, for the sake of a 
most honourable profession, that the 
offenders may be able to qualify it with 
ever so little of the spirit of manhood, 
or at least to strip it of those circum- 
stances of cruelty which seem attach- 
ed to it at presenr. 

Before we separate, gentlemen, I 
must take leave to congratulate you on 
the restoration of peace and tranquil- 
lity among ourselves. The time which 
you have passed, must have been ex- 
tremely afflicting 10 many of you. The 
tenderest ties of friendship must have 
been strained into torture ; or the 
sense of feeling, deadened by teiror 
and dismay. 

If those misguided men, who in- 
fi'ctecl such pain upon all who were 
connected with them, forgot the obli- 
gations winch bound them to their 
duty 3 they might, 1 think, have been 
restrained liom such conduct by com- 
passion for their fi tends and relations. 
How many have been, and how many 
more might ha\e been made miserable 
in consequence of thjs disorder ? From 
such a centre, sorrow is often shed 
upon a vast circumference — But this, 
like all other vices, tAciudes tenderiv^s 
from its views, and is founded upon all 
selfishness alone ; whilst our social 
duties are built upon a broad founda- 
tion. Their base is co-extensive with 
society, and their duration eternal. 

It is not for me, upon this occasion 
at least, to dilate upon the law of 
treason, or to speculate upon what 
might have been the consequence to 
those gentlemen, if they had been 
brought hefe for their trial. So 
much 1 will say. I know of noargument 
that can vindicate revolt. I Iftiow o t 
no law that can justify treason, and I 
am confident^ shall have the perfect 
concurrence of you all, when I state 
that the Englishman who rebels 
against the lawful authorities of a Bri- 


tish government, must be the worst of 
subjects to the best of kings. 

But this melancholy business has, 
thank Goo, terminated, and we must 
all rejoice that it has ended with so 
little bloodshed. It is but a second- 
ary consideration that such crimes 
should be punished without rigour. 
The first is that no man shall violate 
the law. To the end of our freedom, 
we are all its servant — and whosover 
shall dare to make an attempt upon its 
supremacy must be defeated. Who- 
ever pie* times to set himself above 
the law will be discomfited in the end. 

No man with qualities for a great 
enterprize would undertake this. He 
must begin by casting his philanthro- 
py aside, and he cannot move until 
after he shall have broken those bonds 
by which the moral world is held toge- 
ther ; he may have courage, but he 
must want that which ennobles cou- 
rage — humanity. He may have te- 
merity to undertake ; but must want 
sense to calculate the danger of the 
undertaking ; he may be desperate, 
but he must be foolish ; he may act 
from entire fatuity, but never from a 
particle of wisdom. He may strug- 
gle like a peevish child with his master, 
but will suiely be subdued and cor- 
rccied. 

I feel, gentlemen, that I have tres- 
passed too long upon your time, and 
your patience. I have now only to 
request, that you may retire to your own 
chamber, and proceed upon the hiisi- 
ne^s which may be brought before you, 
with such dispatch as shall be consist- 
ent with due investigation. 

The following prisoners were tried 
during the sessions : 

Michael Sweeney and John Crump, 
were indicted for assaulting one Au- 
mood on the king’s highway, and steal- 
ing from him sundry coins against his 
will — they were both acquitted. 

James Courtney, a private in the 
royals, was found guilty of the wil- 
ful murder of James Doyle, a pri- 
vate of the same regiment, at Masuli- 
patam, when sentence was passed upon 
him, and he was executed on Thursday 
morning. 
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July 27th —The sudden retreat 
and disappearance of Ameer Cawn, 
and the mysterious conduct that fol- 
lowed in l\I 1 ch and April last, conti- 
nued till Jaiel', without explanation. 
It is said, in lecent Persian Ackbas, 
that his proceedings at that time were 
the result of previous negotiation with 
the principal Begum ot Holkar’s court. 
Meer Cawn, finding his designs on the 
Nagpore rajah entirely defeated, his 
own army sirairtwd for provisions, and 
endangered in its retreat, by the ap- 
proach of the armies under colonel 
Close and lieutenant-coJonel Martindell, 
suddenly broke up his encampment and 
disappeared. For several days it was 
unknown whither he had gone, or 
what route he had pursued, it has 
been since ascertained, that he advan- 
ced, with all expedition, towards Hol- 
kar’s camp, and took up a position at 
about two coss distant, under such ap- 
pearances as indicated nothing less than 
an immediate attack, and dispositions 
were made accordingly by Holkar’s 
army, to give him a proper reception. 
The prime minister and the command- 
ant of artillery received orders from 
the Begum to make every preparation 
to repel the enemy, who continued, 
during two days, in the same position 
that he occupied on his arrival. The at- 
tack was hourly expected, when, at the 
expiration of the second day, the Be- 
gum ordered the prime minister and 
commandant of artillery to be arrested 
and confined. This unexpected order 
was carried into instant execution, and 
those two confidential officers were 
loaded with chains and closely confined. 

On the following day, it was gene- 
rally known, that the Begum and 
Ameer Cawn had come to terms, and 
that the arrest of the two principal of- 
ficers had been ordered, to prevent their 
making any attempt to set aside the 
negotiation that had been concluded ; 
and, in this way, the new arrangement 
was brought about, without bloodshed 
or opposition. Holkar’ s troops were 
greatly in arrear at that time, and 
Ameer Cawn proposed that they should 
be immediately paid up, a proposition 
which gained him favour with the 
irmy. On the day following, he made 


a visit of ceremony to the Begum, and 
was conducted into Holkar’s apart- 
ment, where he remained upwards of 
an hour, affecting to confer with the 
Mnhratta chieftain, who had been, for 
several months, in a stale of total im- 
becility. Nevertheless, Ameer Cawn 
went through the ceiemony of present- 
ing a khelaut to Holkar, and then took 
his leave. Ihe Cawn was now pub- 
licly invested with the chief manage- 
ment pi the affairs of state ; and his 
authority acknowledged by the court 
and army. His fir->t measure was to 
detach ten or twelve b.dtalion? to en- 
force the collection of the revenues 
which had fallen heavily in arrear, dar- 
ing 1 he indisposition of Holkar. 

The rajahs of Joudporo and Jaypore 
are now at variance on a point not 
likely to admit of a quick or amicable 
adjustment. This is a contigoncy too 
favourable to the views of Ameer 
Cawn, to be overlooked, and he is ac- 
cordingly pui suing such ineasuies as 
may best enable him to profit bv their 
dissensions. 

July 28 . — On Tuesday last, Win, 
chmidt, alias Win. Smith, of his majes- 
ty's 89th regiment, was found guilty ot 
the wilful murder of John Flynn, a pri- 
vate of the same regiment, on Saturday 
last, on the parade of Fort St. George, 
when sentence of death was passed 
upon him, and he was executed on 
Wednesday morning. 

By the confession of the prisoner, it 
appeared that bis intention was to have 
shot serjeant Forrester, who was 
wounded in the body, and is still lin- 
gering. A private was also wounded 
by the same shot, which went through 
the head of John Flynn, and the only 
provocation appeared to be, that tire 
prisoner was ordered into confinement 
by the captain of his company, on ac* 
count of deficiency in his regimental 
appointments, and that serjeant Forres- 
ter had carried the orders into effect. 

MADRAS 

Occurrences formAugust. 

August 4th.— Public Depart- 
ment. — The honourable the governor 
in council id pleased to direct tbepubli- 
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# cation of the two following letters from 

* captain Robert Hay, commanding the 
honourable company's ship Astell, de- 
tailing the particulars of a severe and 
well-contested action, which took 
place on the 3d ultimo, in the Mo- 
zambique channel, between f the Cey- 
lon, Astell and Windham, Indiamen, 
against two heavy French frigates and 
a corvette : the circumstances of 
which are highly honourable to the 
conduct of captain Hay, the, officers 
and ship’s company ; to that of major 
Foster, the officers and men of the 
detachment of his majesty’s 24th re- 
giment, and of the cadets on board the 
Honourable company’s ship As! ell. 

To Alexander Falconar , Esq . 

Sin, 

For the information of his excel- 
lency the governor in council, 1 beg 
leave to acquaint you with the arrival 
of the honourable company’s ship As- 
tell, under my command, in these 
roads, this dav, at 1 1 o’clock, P. M. 

I have also the honour to transmit 
you the copy of a letter to William 
Ramsay, Esq. giving an account of ail 
action we had with two French fri- 
gates and a corvette, in which the Cey- 
lon was captured, and i fear the Wind- 
ham also. 

I regret much, that the nature of 
my wound precludes the possibility of 
paying my personal respects to bis ex- 
cellency the governor ; but Mr. Mor- 
gan, my second officer, who has the 
charge of this, is well qualified to give 
every information which his excellency 
the governor may want. 

Enclosed is a lisr of the ship’s com- 
pany and passengers. 

And l have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble servant, 

(Signed) R. Hay. 

Honour aide to mpany's ship Astell , 
Madras roads, 1st August, 1810 
To William Ramsay , Efq. 

Sir, 

I beg leav& to acquaint you, for the 
information of the honourable court, 
that the Astell sailed from Simon’s bay, 
early on the morning of the 12th of 
June, in company with the honourable 


company’s ships Ceylon, Windham, 
William Pitt, and extra ship Euphrates; 
the weather was extremely thick, and 
towards noon blowing fresh from th* 
N. N. W. 

The court, long ere this can be re- 
ceived, must have been apprized of the 
circumstances of the Euphrates having 
struck upon a shoal, which led to the 
separation of that ship, along with the 
William Pitt, from the Ceylon, Wind- 
ham and Astell, the three latter ships 
liaving beat till the evening of the 
1 .5 th, at which time, th? Cape of Good 
Hope bore N. E. by N. and a N. W. 
gale setting in, captain Meriton, the 
senior officer, made the signal to bear 
up and steer S. by E. 

At dawn of day, on the morning of 
the 2d of July, the island of Jobannah 
in sight, bearing E. half N. saw three 
strange sails in the N. N. E. close haul- 
ed on the larboard tack, the wind ra- 
ther fresh from the S. S. E. immedi- 
ately cleared ship for action, and we 
soon discerned them to be two heavy 
frigates and a corvette. 

At 8, 20 A. M. the Ceylon having 
made the private signal, and it not be- 
ing answered, made the signal that 
the strange ships were enemies, and to 
prepaie for battle. 

At t), 50 A. M. one of the frigates 
having fetched our wake, tacked, we 
standing in our course, under easy sail. 

At 12, 10 P. M. the Ceylon made 
the signal to form the line abreast, the 
corvette within about a mile of us, on 
our larboard quarter. 

At 2, 10 P. M. the largest frigate be- 
ing about half a mile from us, on our 
starboard quarter, (the other frigates 
five or six miles distant on our lee 
beam, and the Ceylon and Windham 
rather a head of us, and to windward,) 
fired a shot at us, and hoisted French 
colours, when the action commenced 
on both sides; continued the action 
with the frigate on our weather beaut 
occasionally, and the corvette on our 
lai board quarter for three hours ; the 
Ceylon, during that time chiefly on 
our weather bow, keeping up a spirited 
and well-directed fire, and the Wind- 
ham occasionally, as she could get her 
guns to bear. 
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At 3, 40 P. M. I received a wound, 
which obliged me to be carried off 
the deck 3 but I have the gratifying 
pleasure to say, . that event proved 
of no moment 3 for the ship was fought 
for three hours afterwards with little 
intermission, by Mr. Hawkey, aided 
by the spirited exertions of the- other 
officers, in the most gallant manner. 

At 5, 45, the frigate that had been 
to leeward, brought u* to close action, 
chiefly tiring round and grape, which 
did great execution. € 

At 7, P. M seeing the Ceylon bear 
up under the frigate’s stern, lately 
come into action, and not firing a gun, 
luffed up under her lee, and asked what 
they pioposed doing, when they an- 
swered, they had struck, and that ever 
to be lamented, excellent officer cap- 
tain Meriton, together with his chief 
officer, wore amongst the slain. 

The disparity of force being now so 
great, not knowing the sftuation of 
the Windham, she being a mile and a 
half astern, the main-mast and fore- 
mast, and top-masts completely ruined, 
the rigging and sails cut to pieces, our 
people much exhausted from so long 
and arduous a conflicf, it being quite 
dark, and the ship making three feet 
water per hour, put our lu lm up, and 
stood to the westward under ea^y sail, 
the wind from the eastward, received 
the fire of the frigate which came last 
into action, and carrying a commo- 
dore’s pendant, as we passed, and re- 
turned it as long ns we were within 
shot ; the other frigate at this time had 
lost her main and rnizen top-masts. 

Immediately after, perceived two of 
the enemy in chase, and coming up 
very fast, threw the company's large 
packets ovcrboaid : we stood on, dur- 
ing the night, under easy sail, and at 
day-light saw nothing of them, and 
this day anchored in Madras roads. 

Having thus detailed the particulars 
of this unfortunate business, I now 
beg leaver to perform, as far as I am 
able, by far the most pleasing part of 
my duty /which is to do justice to those 
wno^pably supported me on this occa- 
sion, Kit any language of mine, must 
give a very faint idea of their merits. 


Nothing could exceed the s toady 
and gallant conduct of my officers, no f 
is it possible to say too much in praise 
of the petty officers and ship’s com- 
pany, who to a man, excited my admi* 
ration by their orderly and intrepid 
conduct, and anxiety to board, which 
at one /period of the action we had 
nearly accomplished. 

To major Foster, the commissioned 
officers, noil-commissioned officers, and 
private^ of his majesty's 24 th regiment, 
my best thanks are due, whose determ in 
ed bravery and orderly conduct, at their 
different quarters, nothing could ex- 
ceed : indeed, the cordiality which lias 
subsisted between major Foster and 
myself has ensu ed me his warm and 
zealous support upon all occasions. 

Nor ought I to omit the spirited 
behaviour of the gentlemen cadets. 
Mr. Hawkey derived great assistance 

from Mr. Crichton, chief officer of 

the honourablecompany’s ship building 
at Penang, w hose exertions during the 
action, and after it, merit every enco- 
mium I can possibly bestow, 

I am happy to say the wounded are 
doing remarkably well under the pro- 
fessional skill, humane and unremit- 
ting attention of Mr. Aikm, surgeon, 
who has derived great assistance 

from Mr. Johnson, of his Majesty’s 

24 ih regiment, and Mr. Mickle, as- 
sistant surgeon of the Bengal establish- 
ment. 

Annexed is a list of the killed and 
wounded. Sir, 

Your most obedient. 

Humble servant, 
(Signed)'; R. Hay. 

Honourable company's ship / 1 st ell, 
August 1, 1810 , Madias roads. 

List of the killed and wounded on 
board the honourable company's ship 
Astcllfin the action of the 3 d of fitly, 
1810. 

Sramek Kill f. n^— Robert Eagle, Tho- 
mas Durkin, Erick Manson, Andrew Pe- 
ters. 

W oundr d.— Captain Robert Hay, se- 
verely. — Mr. Martin, ,5th officer, slightly. — 
George CrrfFy, Armourer, severely.— OiofF 
Angerson, do.— William Daun, do.— Lau* 
rence Hanson, do.— Robert Stewart, do. — 
William* Robcrtioo, do.— Antonio Goli* 
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wer, do.— John Davies, do.— Cari;n ( » 
lascar, severely. 

• Gentlemen Cadets Wounded.— 
Mr. Cartwright, slightly.— Mr. Holroyd,do. 
— Mr. E as son, do.— Mr. Laurie, do.— Mr. 
Coventry, do. 

Soldiers Killed. — James Merrick, 
William Moitau, Edward Murray, John 
Rcsear. 

Soldiers Wounded. — James Con- 
way, serjeant, slightly, — John Davies, corpo- 
ral, do. — William feruly, severely.— Wil- 
liam Carter, do— James Ashby, do.-* 
Edward Driver, do. — John Cole, do. — 
Thomas Jackson, do. — William Leinman, 
do —Richard Pyke, do. — George *Pitther, 
do.— James Law, do.— Edward Daffie, slight- 
ly. — John E>ton, do. — Thomas Rasp, do. — 
John Teal, do. — John Robertson, do,— 
William Alfred, do. — William Wareham, 
do — W'llliam Junes, do. 

(Signed) R. Hay. 

Ship's company killed, 4. — Do. do, 
do. wounded, 11. — Lascar, wounded, 1. — 
Gentlemen Cadets wounded, 5. — Soldiers 
killed, 4 — Do wounded, 20. — Total* 45. 

Published by order of the honour- 
able the governor in council. 

A. Falconar, 
Chief Sec. to govt. 
Fort St. George, 3 d August, IS 10- 

August 13th. — Arrived in the roads 
this morning, the government brig 
Miuto, captain Collingwood, with 
dispatches under the charge of lieu- 
tenant-colonel Campbell, of his ma- 
jesty’s 33d regiment. 

She brings the pleasing intelligence 
of the surrender of the island of Bour- 
bon, to his Britannic majesty’s squa- 
dron under the command of commo- 
dore Rowley, and his majesty’s and 
the honourable company’s troops under 
the command of lieutenant - colonel 
Keating, of his majesty’s 56th regi- 
ment, on the 8th of last month, 

The loss sustained on our part is 
six officers wounded, one killed, and 
about 30 rank and tile, killed and 
wounded. 

v U. O. by government. 

Robert Townsend Farquhar, esq. 
having been appointed by the gover- 
nor-general in council to be governor 
of the island of Bourbon and its de- 
pendencies, arxl to exercise the powers 
vested in the several governments in 
India, by the act of the 33d of- his pre- 
present majesty, has this day taken 


the prescribed oaths, and assumed the 
functions of government. 

Captain A. Barry having been ap- 
pointed by the right honourable the 
governor-general in council to be chief 
secretary to the government at Bour- 
bon, his appointment is hereby noti- 
fied. 

Captain Barry is appointed town 
major of St. Denis. 

Captain Carrol, of his majesty's 6£th 
regiment, and lieutenant Poggenpoble, 
of the Madras artillery, are appointed 
iid-de-camps to the governor. 

Lieutenant Maclean, of his majesty’s 
66th regiment, to be fort adjutant of 
St. Denis. 

MADRAS 

Occurrences for September. 

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT. 

Copy of a paragraph which will be in~ 
serted in the next general letter t* 
F%rl St. George. 

t€ We have resolved that a new com- 
mission be issued for the government 
of your presidency, and that the fol- 
lowing persons be appointed members 
of the said government, viz. 

Sir George Hilaro Barlow, B. K. B. gover- 
nor. 

Lieutenant-general Sir S. Achmuty cora- 
inandcr-in-chicf, second in council. 

Thomas Oakes, Enu. third, and 
James H. CasamJfjor, Esq. fourth is 
council. 

“ We desire that Mr. Petrie, may 
be appointed senior member of the 
board of revenue.” 

East India House, London , 1 1 th April , 
1810 . 

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT. 

To IV. Petrie, Esq. 

Sir, 

The honourable the court of direc- 
tors having resolved on a new consti- 
tution of the members of this govern- 
ment, and having directed that you 
should be appointed senior member, 
under council, of the board of reve- 
nue, I am directed by the honourable 
the governor in council to transmit to 
your information a copy of the com- 
mands of the honourable the court 
on the occasion, and to acquaint you, 
in conformity with their orders, the 



110 


ASIATIC ANNUAL REGSfTER, 1810 - 11 . 


governor in council has been pleased to 
appoint you to be senior member, 
under council, of the board of reve- 
nue. I have the honour to be, 
v (Signed) A. Falconar, 

Sectary. 

Fort St . George , Sept . 15 /, 1810 . 

To Alexander Falconar , Esq. Chief 
Secretary to Government. 

Sin, 

I havejust now bad the honour to 
receive your letter of this day’s date, 
transmitting, for my information, bjr 
the order of the honourable the pre- 
sident in council, the copy of a para- 
graph from the honourable the court 
of directors, which t€ is intended to 
be inserted in the next general letter to 
Fort St. George/* and on this intended 
paragraph, it appears, the honourable 
the president in council has imme- 
dfttely acted, by removing me from 
my situation in council, by appointing 
me to be senior member, under coun- 
cil, of the revenue board. 

In the intended paragraph of the 
honourable court, it is clearly and 
distinctly expressed, that 1 was not to 
be included in the new commission of 
government, which is to be issued 
for the government of this presidency, 
and that the honourable court has been 
graciously pleased to appoint me to the 
first situation undtr council, at the 
revenue board ; but with all due sub- 
mission to the resolution of govern- 
ment, I hope I may be allowed re- 
spectfully to state, that this resolution 
does not appear to me to be in con- 
formity to the order of the honourable 
court, as you have expressed in your 
letter ; because the late communica- 
tion only announces an intention, but 
conveys no order for carrying it in- 
to immediate effect j that such com- 
munication of an intention cannot 
be construed into the nature of an 
order, and Joes not in the common 
construction of language, impose any 
obligation until the receipt of the order 
which is announced, and which can 
only theii|operate to the accomplish- 
ment of Urn Objects, the eburt had 
in view, I tihay further hope to be 
permitted to remark, that this antici- 


pation of an inteqgjon may be produc- 
tive of public inconvenience, or em- 
barrassment, should circumstances 
intervene to produce a change in the 
resolution of the honourable court, 
between the notification of the inten- 
tion, and the issuing of the order. 
I trust I am not guilty of presump- 
tion, in supposing that if the honour- 
able court had intended that my re- 
moval from council should take place, 
on the receipt of the proposed para- 
graph, , their orders to that effect 
would have been clearly, and unequi- 
vocally conveyed, having no doubt, 
or ambiguity in their construction. 

It is not unreasonable to infer, that 
the object of this official communi- 
cation of an intention was not only to 
inform the government of the pro- 
posed charge in its members, but also 
from ail humane, and liberal conside- 
ration for the situation of an indivi- 
dual, who might be greatly embar- 
rassed and distressed by a precipitate 
and unprepared degradation from the 
high station to which they had elevated 
him, a station he has held for eleven 
years, in which period be has been 
three times appointed to the eventual 
succession of the government; once in 
the actual enjoyment of that high rank 
and at present in the possession of a 
commission of government, as suc- 
cessor lo the present honourable presi- 
dent. Such a transition from my late 
elevated rank, to the place I now hold 
in the service, is certainly not a com- 
mon occurrence in the fortunes of an 
individual. Such an humiliating de- 
gradation in the eyes of the European 
and nature community, has till now, 
I believe, not fallen to the lot of any 
public servant in India, but I cannot 
permit myself to suppose that my 
honourable employers, from whom I 
have received so many distinguished 
and honourable marks of confidence, 
from whose bounty I have experi- 
enced so many favours, could intend 
that ttfe painful severity of the late 
orders should fall upon me, with- 
out some previous intii&ation of their 
intention. These effects, which it is 
probable the communication of the 
proposed paragraphs was humanely 
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intended to avert, Iljavefelt and con- 
tinue to feel in their full force. 

It is incumbent on every man to 
bear the vicissitudes of life with firm- 
ness and resignation 5 but there are 
certain feelings inseparable from huma- 
nity which are entitled to usually have 
consideration under the most rigorous 
dispensations of justice. 

Having thus taken the liberty of 
representing to the honourable the 
president in council, the observations 
which have most forcibly struck me 
on this unusual occurrence, with that 
respect which I owe to his superior 
authority, I request of you to commu- 
nicate at the same time my acknow- 
mfcnls to the honourable the court of 
directors for the many obligations con- 
ferred upon me, and to signify my ac- 
ceptance of the appointment to which 
that honourable body has thought pro- 
per to nominate me. 

I have the honour to be., 
(Signed) W. Fetkib. 

Sept. 1 st, 1810 . 

Sepr. 4th. — On Friday last salutes 
were tired from the garrison of Fort 
St George, on Mr. Oakes and Mr. 
Casamaijor taking their seats as third 
and fourth members of council. 

General or deis, S.pt. (Sth, 1810. 

Colonel Close is permitted to pro- 
ceed to Europe on furlough. 

The impoi taut services rendered by 
colonel Close in the high and con- 
fidential situations which he has held 
under the government of this presi- 
dency, have so frequently received the 
testimony of public approbation, that 
it would be superfluous to recapitulate 
them: the governor in counc^ how- 
ever cannot allow that officer 0 de- 
part, without again expressing the 
high sense which this government 
must ever entertain of services so 
eminent and distinguished ; which 
hate contributed so essentially to the 
prosperity of the British interests in 
the Decan, and which so justly entitle 
him to the strongest expressions of 
public gratitude and applause. 

Fort St. George, Sept. 20th , 1810. 

Sir Harford Jones, bart. having 
notified to the honourable the gover- 
nor in council that his royal highness 


the prince of Persia had been pleased 
to confer medals of the order of the 
sun on the Jemidars Seyed Hussain 
and Hussainee Beg of the escort at- 
tached to the mission to the court 
Taheran in token- of his royal highness’s 
approbation of the good conduct of 
those officers ; the governor in coun- 
cil has great satisfaction in recognizing 
this distinguished testimony of the 
approved services of the officers in 
question, and in permitting them to 
wear these honourable marks of their 
merit. 

By order of the honourable the go- 
vernor in council. 

(Signed) A. Falconar, 
Chief secretary to government. 

General orders . 

Sept. 27. — His excellency lieute- 
nant-gen. Sir St. Achmuty having been 
appointed by his majesty and the ho- 
nourable court of directors to the com- 
mand of his majesty’s and the honour- 
able company’s forces serving under 
the presidency of Fort St. George, 
the honourable the governor in coun- 
cil hereby notifies the arrival of his 
excellency at this presidency, and that 
he has this day taken the oaths and his 
seat ns a member of the council of 
Fort St. George. 

By order of the honourable the go- 
vernor in council. 

(Signed) J. H. Peile, 

Sec. to govK 

The honourable the governor in 
council is pleased to direct, that the 
commission of government received 
this day, by the honourable company’s 
extra ship Diana, be published for the 
general information of the army serving 
under this presidency, and the said 
commission is now published accord- 
ingly. 

“ The united company of merchants 
of England trading to the East Indies ; 

“ To all to whom these presents shall 
come send greeting. Know ye, that 
we the said united company, reposing 
especial trust and confidence in the 
fidelity, prudence, justice, and circum- 
spection of Sir George Hilaro Barlow, 
baronet, knight of the most honourable 
order of the Bath, have nominated, 
made, constituted and appointed, and 
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by these presents do nominate, make, 
constitute, and appoint, the said Sir 
George Hilaro Barlow to be presi- 
dent and governor of, and for all our 
affairs on the coasts of Coromandel 
and Orixa, and of all the territories 
thereunto belonging, and of all and 
singular the forts, factories, and settle- 
ments, territories, countnes, and juris- 
dictions thereof, and to execute all 
and every the powers and authorities 
thereunto appertaining by order and 
direction of our court of directors tor 
the time being, and of stu b othei pef- 
sons, as in, and by an act ot pailia- 
ment made in the thuty-thiid year for 
the reign of his present majesty, enti- 
tled ** an act for continuing in the ha»t 
India company tor a further term, the 
possession of the British territories 
in India, together with their exclusive 
trails, under ceitain limitations, lor 
establishing futther regulations for the 
government of the said territories, Mid 
the barer administration of justice 
within the same ; appropriating to cer- 
tain uses the revenues and profits of 
the said company, and lor making 
provision for the good order, and go- 
vernment of t tie town* of Calcutta, 
Madras, and Bomba), ate empowered 
to give any orders to our servants in 
India in certain cases m the said act 
mentioned,” to hold and to take the 
said office, unto and upon him, the 
said Sir George Hilaro B uNuv, tiom 
the arrival of this our cou.mis-aon at 
Foil St George, and to continue in 
the exercise ot the said otTiee during 
the pleasure of us, and ot our court 
of directors, and until the contrary 
thereof shall be signified under our 
seal, or under the hands of thirteen, 
or more, of the said couit of directors, 
for the time being ; but subject, never- 
theless, to such other removal and 
recal as in the said act of pat liament 
is mentioned. And, to the e« d th.it 
the said ft ir> George Hilaro Barlow 
may be better enabled to order and 
manage all the affairs ot us the said 
company,' we do by these presents 
constitute and ordain lieutenant-gene- 
ral Sir Samuel Acbmuty, knight, the 
commander-in-chief ot the said Unit- 
ed company’s military foicts on the 


coast of Coromandel, together with 
Thomas Oakes, esquire, and James 
Henry Casamaijor, esquire, to be coun- 
cilors of the said presidency or settle- 
ment, for governing and managing 
all the said company’s affairs upon the 
coasts of Coromandel and Orixa, and 
govennng i be said Fort St. George 
and city of M.ulraspatnam and all other 
our fotts, factories, and settlements 
within any of the said territories, with 
such light of succession to the said 
Thomas Oakes, esquire, to the said 
office of president on the vacancy 
theienf, in any manner by the said 
Sir George Hilaro Barlow, as m that 
case he the said r \ homa& Oakes, esq. 
would be entitled to by law or by 
the appointment of our court of di- 
lectors, and we do heieby give and 
grant unto our said president and go- 
vernor, Sir Geotge Hilaio Barlow, 
and to our council aforenamed, or 
to the major part of them, (the whole 
council being duly summoned,) and to 
the said Sir George Hilaro Barlow 
alone, or in case the said r \ homa^ 
Oakes, esq. should succeed to the said 
office of president, then to the said 
Thomas Oakes, esq. alone, in certain 
cases, and under certain ciscnmstances, 
mentioned in thesfidact passred in the 
thirty-third year of the icign of his 
present majesty, full power and autho- 
rity, from time to time, to rule and 
govern alt and every our fact oiks and 
servants umkr the -aid presidency, and 
all the soldiers and inhabitants of our 
said Foit St. George and city of JVla- 
draspatnam and elsewhere, within the 
places aforesaid, to administer lawful 
oaths 0 occasion shall icquiie, and 
to dfcnd pcifoim all s>uch other ac's 
and things, and 10 use and exercise all 
such other powers and authorities as the 
said president and governor, and his 
council, in their several respective 
places, wberp the said united comptny 
have, or dull have, facioties, or any 
places of trade, are authotized to do, 
subject, nevertheless, to the superin- 
tending and contiuulmg pouei ot the 
governor-general in council of Fort- 
William in Bengal .in such cases where- 
in they are authorized to have a snpei in- 
tending and coutrouling power in and 
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by any act or acts of parliament now 
jn force, and also subject and according 
to such instructions and directions as 
he, the said Sir George Ililaro Barlow, 
our president, and governor and coun- 
cil aforesaid, shall, from time to time 
receive under the hands of thirteen or 
more of the court of directors of the 
said united company for the time be- 
ing, and from such other persons as bv 
the said act of the thirty-third year of 
his present majesty’s reign, are em- 
powered to give orders to the said uni- 
ted company’s servants in India in cer- 
tain cases therein mentioned, provided 
that when our commander-in-chief of 
the military forces in the East Indies 
shall happen to he present at the said 
settlement of Fort St. Gcoige, he shall 
be one of the said counsellors, instead 
of our commandcr-in-cluef of all mili- 
tary forces on the qpast of Coromandel, 
who during that time shall have only a 
seat and right of deliberation, but no 
voice in the said council, and subject 
also to such temporary and partial sus- 
pension, and in such manner as in the 
said act of the thirty-third year of the 
reign of his present majesty is men- 
tioned when our governor-general of 
Fort-William in Bengal, for the time 
being, shall find it expedient to visit 
the said presidency of Fort St. George, 
or any province or place thereto be- 
longing. And we, the said united 
company do hereby order and require 
all our factors, servants, officers, and 
soldiers, within the limits of the said 
piesidency, and all the people and in- 
habitants of our said Fort St. George*- 
and city of Madraspatnain, and all 
other our forts, places and colonies, 
within the said presidency, to conform, 
submit and yield due obedience to t e 
said Sir George Hilaro Barlow, our 
president and governor, and his council 
accordingly ; and we do hereby revoke, 
repeal, annul, and make void every 
former commission or commissions 
given and granted by us, and all other 
appointments, whereby any other per- 
son or persons was and were, or shall 
be constituted ana ordained, or hath or 
have, or shall become president and 
governor of the council of Fort Sr, 
George aforesaid; touch revocation to 
. Vo L. 12. I 


take place from the time of the arrival 
of these presents, at the presidency of 
Fort St. George aforesaid. In witness 
whereof we, the said united company, 
have caused our common seal to be 
affixed to these presents, the tenth day 
of April, in the fiftieth year of the 
reign of his most excellent majesty, 
George the Third, by the grace of 
God, of the united kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, king, defender of 
the faith and so foith, and in the year cf 
our Lord, one thousand eight hundred 
and ten. 

“ Signed by order of the court of di- 
rectors of the said united company, 

(Signed) “ W. Ramsay, Sec.” 

Oecurrcuct w t for September . 

Madras, Se/rt. 'MJ, 1 y 1 0. 
Memorandum of Salvage, nivard - 

etl hj decision of the vii e-admiralty 
court, of yesterday's date , upon the 
treasure saved from the Nancy Grab , 
and brought to Madras l y the Rat- 
tlesnake. 

Scar Pagodas* 

To capt. Bremer of the Rattle- 
snake - - - 1,000 

To lieut. Jeffiies, of ditto, in 

charge of the boats, 1,000 

To two officers of the Lord Cas- 
tlereagh, and one midship- 
man of the Rattlesnake, em- 
ployed in the boats, 200 pa- 
godas each, - boo 

To the men employed in two 
boats of the Casllereagh, and 
one boat of the Rattlesnake, 
pagodas 100 each, estimating 
their number at 40, the 
amount to be divided equally 
among them, whether more 
or less, - - 4,000 

To Mr. Bromley, for his trou- 
ble in taking a temporary 
charge of the treasure, after 
its arrival at Madras, \ per 
cent. on its amount, estimated 
at 2,30,000 pagodas, - - '1,150 

Star Pagodas, # 7,75 O 


The costs on both 'sides to be paid by 
the proprietors of the treasure. 
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Si,pt. 2f). — The troops under orders 
for foreign service, having all em- 
barked on Saturday last, thb trans- 
ports under convoy of the Cornwallis, 
captain Caulfield, and Phaeton, captain 
Fleetwood Pcllew, sailed in tire course 
of tiro at ter noon for their datura! ion. 

Major-general Warde, commanding 
the expedition, and major Johnson, 
deputy quarter - master - general, pio- 
cecded on the (Joiuw.iIIis. 

Lieutenant-colonel Sir William Ni- 
cholson, deputy adjutant-gener d to ilnj 
forces, proceeded on his majes'y's ship 
Cloxinde, captain Biiggs. 

His majesty’s 12th and 5t)ih regi- 
ments were among the troops embai ked 
from this presidency for foreign service. 
The united forces of the tin ce presi- 
dencies on the junction, are to be com- 
manded by lteutenant-gcner.il the ho- 
nourable John Abeiaotubie, major- 
general Warde being second in com- 
mand. 

His excellency rear-admiral Drmy 
embarked on Sat in day evening on 
hoard Ins majesty’s ship Russel, captain 
J loare, and on Sunday morning the 
whole squadron got under weigh. 

Sep. 30 th . — G. (). lq Ir\ eru'Wemy 
Sir Samuel Aehmutij. 

His excellency the comma n ler-in- 
chief in India, having been please!, 
with the sanction of government, to di- 
rect lieutenant-general Sir Samuel 
AchimUy to take on himself the com- 
mand of the Madras army, the heut.- 
gencial feels assured, that he shall te- 
ceive from every rank under Iris older-, 
the most cot dial co-operation and assis- 
tance. The army must be sensible, 
that the brilliant exploits which have 
so essentially contributed to the present 
flourishing situation of the empire in 
-India, cannot be attributed to their 
gallantry alone, but was the natural 
result of py ready subordination, of a 
strict discipline, and a prompt and cor- 
dial obedience to government, and the 
officers entrusted^by it with authority. 
By these mijitajjy virtues it has been 
acquired,, agdtiy these alone it can be 
preserved. 

With theselmprcssicns it becomes 
the duty of th<S lieutenant-general to 

W* A 

* ' 


require, that every heart and evi ry 
hand should join to uphold the solid 
fabiic of our greatness j and tLat every 
one in his station, should labour w th 
zeal, to support the glory of our arms, 
and. tlu* iuiercMsof our country. 

In icquiring frem the troops under 
his orders, the habits and principles 
of soldiers, the lieutenant-general is 
aware, that from him must be expect- 
ed every attention to their interests, 
to their feelings, and to their comforts. 

T he fmtive troops in particular with 
whom he has long served and whose 
fidelity to the state, obe lienee to their 
officers, and gallantry in the field, 
aie well known and appreciated by 
him, may depend on his constant pro- 
tection. 

Si.rr. 30i h. — A letter from the ho- 
nourable the court of di lectors to his 
highness A/eem ul^Dowlah, Nabob 
of Arcot, was delivered on Thutsday 
morning at Chepauk palace with the 
acciiifomed formalities. 

Tlie troop-* in gammon, with a de- 
tachment of amlleiy and -I six-pound- 
(‘is, paraded in tire garden of his h. ch- 
iles-? — 'J’he lettei was earned on an cle- 
plnnt, and on being delivered to ln< 
highness — ro\ il salutes were fired bv 
the ui til lory, the fuit, and Chepauk 
palace. 

Occurrences for October. 

The honourable Sir Francis Mac- 
natighien, knight, this day took his 
seat and oaths of office as deputy com- 
missary of the vice-admiralty court. 

At twelve o’clock the court having 
been opened by proclamation, the re- 
gistrar in the presence of the advocates, 
proctors, and office is of the court, read 
aloud the deputation signed by the 
honourable the commissary Sir Tho- 
mas Andrew Si/ange, knight. 

The legishar then administered the 
oaths of office, allegiance, and supre- 
macy ,4o the honourable the deputy 
commissary, who being duly sworn, 
proceeded to the business befoielhe 
court. ** 

October, 13. — 1 1 is excellency lieu- 
tenant-general Sir Samuel Achmuty, 
commander-in chief, held a levee at 
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Jiis house in the fort, on Wednesday 
morning, which was numerously at- 
tended by the oflicers at the presidency, 
find the principal inhabitants at Ma- 
dras. 

Oct. 20. — This morning arrived his 
majesty’s ship Caroline, captain Cole, 
from the enstwud, with the pleading 
intelligence of the icpturc of Band#. 

The Caroline, captain Cole, the 
Pirdrnontaise, captain Foote, and Jja- 
racouta sloop, captain Kenah, arrived 
oil’ Banda in the afternoon of* the 8th 
of August, when captain Cole, in or- 
der to completely sm prise the enemy, 
determined on a night attack ; the 
approach of the squadron, it appears, 
had not escaped the notice of the Dutch. 

Four hundred officers and rnen had 
been selected by captain Cole for ser- 
vice in the boats, under his own imme- 
diate command. 

Not more, however, than 200 men, 
consisting of seamen, marines, and 
the Madrai European regiment, could 
be collected, as the night was d.nk 
and squally, but nothing could deter 
our Leave defenders from an imme- 
diate at lac k. 

’ihis small force, with the greatest 
bravery, per^exetr.nce, and silence, pro- 
ceeded to the point of debarkation — 
A daik cioud w ith heavy l iiu cove red 
tiie land*i».» within one luu.diid yau’s 
of a battery ot 18 guns, winch, by the 
gallantry ot captain Kenah and lieu- 
tenant C mew, who were ordered to 
the attack, was taken in the rear, 
and an officer and his guard made 
prisoners, without our men having 
tired a single musket.— The enemy 
were at their gpns with matches lighted. 

l-Juving procured a native guide, the 
party made a most rapid movement 
round the town to attack the castle of 
Belgica, as the near approach of day* 
light, and the sound of the bugle by 
the enemy, evinced their having taken 
the alarm, and rendered it of the ut- 
most importance for captain % Cole to 
gain immediate possession of the castle, 
which commanded the Fort of Nassau 
and the sea defences. In about twenty 
minutes the scaling ladders were 
placed against the walls— The enemy's 


sentries now\>egan to fire, but without 
effect, as nothing could withstand the 
valor and gallantry of our troops. After 
the outwork’* were cai lied, the ladders 
woie drawn up and placed for the nt- 
fat k of the inner woiks, under a sharp 
fire hum the gammon — which lasted 
for about ten or fitieen minutes, three 
guns were likewise uncharged, but with 
no better success, when the enemy 
fled in all directions, leaving the colo- 
nel commandant and ten others dead, 

• and two officers and about thirty pri r 
sonrrs. 

The enemy were in the most com, 
plete stale n* preparation, and every 
gun on Belgica, was found loaded 
with the most destructive kind of small 
shut, and th j ramparts lined with hand- 
grenades, for the purpose of resisting 
i\\) at nick of the nature of that which 
took place ; but the deep silence which 
was preserved, until the fire was open T 
ed , and th<-* rrpidity of the escalade, 
p: odtned s-rch a panic amongst the 
enemy, that numbers threw them- 
selves over the outer-work to escape 
the destruction that awaited them. 
The colonel-commandant had the cha- 
racter ol a good soldier, and fell using 
lus sword against the first that ap- 
pio.ichcd him. 

'J he dav was now dawning on the 
BiUi-di fl g, when •\t l Main Cole, dis- 
rowied the fort of Navsau and the 
sea - defences below him, with t tie 
enemy at their guns, and at their dif- 
ferent posts — captain Kenah was im- 
mediately dispatched with a flag of 
tiuce, requiring the surrender of Nas- 
sau and a promise of pioteciion to pri* 
vate property. 

At suu-ii»e the enemy opened a fire 
on the Caroline, which was then apr 
proaching the haibour, followed by 
the Piedmontaise and Baracouta — a 
detachment being selected to secure 
Belgica, the remainderof the troops with 
the ladders, &c. were about to proceed 
to the storm of Nassau, when captain 
Kenah returned with a verbal submis- 
sion of the governor, the Dutcfl fl3g 
however continued flying— A second 
flag, stating the determination of cap- 
tain Cole immediately to storm Nas» 
2 
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sau, and a shot from Belgica, which 
completely commands all the principal 
defences, produced an immediate sub- 
mission, and possession was taken of 
the two tot ts and several batteries, 
containing one hundred and twenty 
pieces of cannon, and defended by 
nearly seven hundred disciplined troops 
and the militia. 

The storming party was led by cap- 
tain Kenah. — Captain Foote in the 
most seaman-like manner conducted 
the ships to their anchorage against, 
the unfavourable circumstances pfjwv- 
mg but few hands left on board, and 
a squally and tempestuous night. 

Lieutenant Gilmore, an experienced 
and valuable officer, had the command 
of the Caroline after captain Cole de- 
barked, and is the bearer of the dis- 
patches for his excellency admnal 
Drui y. 

The enemy had advanced a stiong 
corps tow ards the place wheic admiral 
Rainier had formerly landed — this was 
precisely what captain Cole had anti- 
cipated, and was the principal cause 
of his making the attack at the point 
he did— and at the hour and manner 
m which it took place. 

To Chris to //her Cole, E$</. / a plain of II. 
M's ship Caroline, senior ajj'ucr i o w - 
vi an Jin the force at Banda Eetra 
and its dependencies. 

Silt, — In addressing you upon the 
capture of Banda Neira and its depen- 
dencies, which secures to the British 
Bag a conquest of great value, the officers 
of the honouiable company’s troops 
engaged in that enterprize ha\e to con- 
gratulate you and themselves upon 
the successful issue undei every disad- 
vantage of wind and weather, upon 
a hostile shore lined with numerous 
batteries, the enemy aware of and 
prepared for an attack, so wisely plan- 
ned and ably carried into execution un- 
der your personal direction. 

The confidence you inspired all with 
on the approach to assault B<*lgica, we 
are convinced contributed in a great 
measure to the success of the escalade ; 
your bravery and gallant conduct was 
so conspicuous on that occasion, that it 
must secure you the esteem and ad- 


miration of all who are acquainted, as 
we are, with the circumstances at- 
tending the reduction of that strong 
and important citadel. 

As a memorial of the high sense 
we entertain of the great service per- 
formed by you on this occasion, and a3 a 
mark of our personal esteem and re- 
spect, we request you will do us the 
honour to accept of a sword, of the 
value of one hundred guineas. 

We further beg leave to assure you, 
that our* warmest wishes for your fu- 
tuie success and happiness, will always 
attend you in whateve. situation it 
may please providence to fix your lot. 
(Signed) G. L. Nixon, captain, — G ; 
Alexander, surgeon, — C. W. Yeats, 
lieutenant artillery, W. H. Davc- 
nant, lieutenant, M. E. regiment, 
B. Hooper, ditto ditto, J. Stuart, 
ditto ditto, P. Biown, ditto ditto, 
W. J. J)akor, ditto ditto, R, Alien, 
ensign 21st Native infantry. 

(A true copy.) 

G. L. Nixon. 

His Majesty's Ship Caroline , Banda 
ilat lour, August 23 , 1810 . 

Sm, 

I accept with heartfelt satisfaction, 
the memorial otl'ered to me by the 
officers of the honourable company’s 
tioops, upon the fortunate issue of 
our united excisions for the capture of 
Banda. 

Nothing but the firmest reliance on 
the personal excitions of every indivi- 
dual on shore, and alloat, could have 
given me confidence for the attempt j 
a i, cl next to my gratituJe to providence 
tor tl\p many unlooked for circum- 
stances which opeiated m our favour, 
I shall remember the general zeal 
which actuated the whole, and in 
particular the cordial co-operation, 
and good-will of you, and the officer® 
under your command. 

I am, Sir, 

# With great esteem, 

Your’s very obediently, 
Christofiikk Golf. 
(A true Copy.) 4 L. Nixon, 
To Captain Mxon, and the 
offices under his orders , 
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Oct. 28. — A most alarming rob- 
bery, from the number engaged, and 
the cool arranged manner in which 
the thieves proceeded, took place at 
the village of Nungembauk, not far 
distant from Mr. Maitland’s house, on 
the morning of the 25th instant, between 
twelve and one o’clock, by a body of 
about thirty natives armed with hatch- 
ets, pikes, like those med by palan- 
keen boys and some with firelocks 
and swords The house of Kistnah 
Modehar, butler to the late *Dr. An- 
derson, has been completely gutted of 
every thing valuable. About nine men 
came over the top of his tiled house 
kito the square compound below : he 
was asleep at the time, but was goon 
awakened by the noise in breaking 
open with their hatchets the doors of 
his small rooms : they came prepared 
with Massalgy cloths, more than six, 
which they lighted in the house. On 
Kistna imploring them not to plunder 
him, as he had a gteat family to main- 
tain, they said they wanted something 
from him, and finding them deter- 
mined to plunder every thing, he got 
outside to give the alarm, but on his 
making a noise, the party who re- 
mained outside to overawe, knocked 
him down, brought him into his house 
and held him, till every thing of con- 
sequence was carried off, when they 
tauntingly asked him leave to depart. 
They spoke the.Tamul language, had 
no turbans, and each had a hatchet 
hanging by his side, ot an angular 
shape, like those brought from Eng- 
land. A young boy had a gold bangle 
round his wrist} they were about chop- 
ping off his arm for it , when the boy 
implored them to desist, and he would 
give it to them, which he did. Ano- 
ther boy outside they were for throwing 
into a tank, but he was saved by one 
of the party ; they seemed hardened 
villains, and remained in the house 
about an hour, busily employed break- 
ing and searching for what nhey ap- 
peared to know was to be found, and 
have carried off stone jewels, and gold 
and silver ornaments valued at about 
5000 Pagodas; such as are used by 
Hindoo men ant} women. Many of 


these jewels and ornaments were given 
in pledge to Kistnah for money lent, 
and can be identified by the parties to 
whom they belong ; it is to be hoped 
that some of them may lead to the 
detection of as formidable a set of 
thieves as have yet made their appear- 
ance on Choultry plain. The neigh- 
bours were prevented giving any as- 
ance, their outer doors were kept' fast 
shut by the thieves, and they threat- 
ened to murder anv who stirred out. 
•Kistnah was severely wounded in the 
head, and about ten other persons 
iiave received wounds. 

Occurrences for November . 

November 2d. — The acting resident 
at Poonah having announced to the ho- 
nourable the governor in council, the 
birth of a son and heir to his highnessthe 
Peishwah, the governor iu council has 
been pleased to direct, that a royal sa- 
lute be fired from the ramparts of Fort 
St. George, in honour of the event. 

Nov. 10th. — The following copy of 
a letter from lieutenant-colonel Has- 
tings Fraser, commanding the first bri* 
gade, on the late successful attack on 
11 oil i bon, addressed to the commanding 
officer of the forces, presents a detailed 
account of that spirited and brilliant 
achievement. 

Si. Denis , gth July, 1910. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to forward to 
you a detailed account of the operations 
of the detachment of the first brigade, 
from the period of our separation from 
the rest of the force on the evening of 
the 6th instant, till your arrival at the 
post we occupied before St. Denis, at 
5 o’clock P. M. on the 8th instant. 

His majesty’s 80th regiment, having 
been removed from the Minerva trans- 
port, on board his majesty’s ship Sirius, 
and being joined by the grenadier com- 
pany and the sepoys of the 6th native 
infantry establishment, under the com- 
mand of captain Moody, amounting to 
one hundred and sixty bayonets ; a 
small detachment of coast artillery, 
consisting of two subalterns, one Ser- 
jeant, one corporal, two gunners and 
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Sixteen matrosses, Commanded by lieu- 
tenant Abdy, with a four ami half-inch 
howitzer, fifty pioneers under the or- 
ders of lieutenant Scouler, and heute- 
hartt Davis of the engineer corps j cap- 
tain' Pym was enabled to make sail, 
about eleven o’clock, P. M. on the 
?lh instant, and about one o’clock 
tve lay loo off Grand Chaloiipc, and 
immediately commenced our debar- 
kation. The moment the grena- 
diers commanded bv c.ipt. T.'imphier, 
light infantry led Vv livviu i. hit Arrhi- 
bald Me Lean, with m»i *r Mathew-, 
of hi« majesty's ]pth lugm-ciU, who 
did ns the honour to .j,cc mp mv m* a- a 
Volunteer, had effer’cd iht :i!::nd.i g, at 
2, P. M. I immediately pushed the 
latter forward, Mippoped In me former, 
to drive awav small parlies of tin* ene- 
my's riflemen, win weie keeping ip 
an harassing fire, and tosecuio po-^e**- 
ision of the heights ; this servic* hav- 
ing been most gallantly and snete^- 
fully performed, I halted for the body 
of the regiment, and, ccnfoimabiy wuh 
theordeis I received, I moved ter* aid 
-With the regiment, without waiting for 
the artillery, sepoys, or pioneer-., till I 
reached the height above St. Deni-, 
and descended towards it, to watch a 
range of the enemy’s batteries and 
friusquetry, with about 350 bayonets. 
At half-past five o’clock, P. M. the 
sun just setting, I had not sufficient 
day-light to reconnoitre the ground j 
but I had the mortification to ascertain 
that I could not, that evening, expect 
any cQ-operalion or assistance from the 
-other divisions, owing tb the appaient 
impracticability of their landing, from 
the extreme violence of the surf. 

Under the^e circumstances I deter- 
mined to postpone our attack against 
the enemy’s batteries till next morn- 
ing, and when it became sufficiently 
dark to conceal our movement from 
the enemy, J fell back to the height, 
and took up a position for the night to 
prevent any reinforcements for the gar- 
rfofoto arriving from St. Paul's. In the 
cttprfe of the night I was joined by the 
attitieqr, W|th a 43-inch howitzer, the 
sfcjptoy* pioneers, with some spare 
ammunition. 

ffi 4 o’clock on the morning of the 


8th, we began to descend the moun- 
tain, leaving the sepoys posted on the 
summit to protect our rear from any 
attack which might be meditated by 
the garrison of St. Paul’s. 

IV fore the advanced guard of. the 
86th regiment had reached the work 
they occupied on the preceding evening, 
they were discovered by the enci iv’s 
sentries, who had been planted on 
the road during the night to observe 
our motions ; the column, however, 
adv.inmf and took up ti e podium 
which I had determined on tin- Might 
htfore. Ar day-light the enemy had 
collected m foi.je, and opened a heavy 
file* <.i cannon, shell.-., and mush'-fi /, rr. 
Hie (dlumn, and soon a fun wauls de- 
la* hed some riflemen to gain a load 
upon on" right ; the light infantry, t-up- 
poited by the gvern.hers, wca* I hen 
on.’eied to descend the hill, ;iiv! Were 
tollowcd by the ten minder ol the co- 
lumn, under a heavy lire from the 
enemy, who wcie drawn up in two 
columns, each with a field pi’cce 
on the plain, supported by the heavy 
c muon mounted on the redoubt. On 
reaching the plain, the legimont was 
ordered to charge, when they immedi- 
ately rushed on the enemy with the 
bayonet, who i emnuied at their guns, 
until our brave grenadiers came in 
contact with them j their commandant, 
M. de Suzanne, escaping with diffi- 
culty, and their second in command 
was wounded and taken prisoner by 
captain Lamphier ; the enemy attempt- 
ed to form behind the parapet of the 
redoubt, but were pushed so closely by 
the grenadiers, that they were obliged 
to abandon it, leaving a brass six- poun- 
der in our hands, which was immedi* 
atcly turned upon them.- In the re- 
doubt xvere four 12- pounders, uffiich 
we found spiked. I instantly directed 
the king’s colours to be planted on the 
top of the redouot, and detached the 
grenadiers to storm the tvVo batteries 
marked No. 7 and 8, in the plan of at* 
tack, which service they gallantly per* 
formed. In the batterwNo. 7> were 
four 24-pounders, spikedby the enemy. 
No. 8, a 12 - inch mortar, and five 
24-pobnders, two of which were 
spiked, with a furnace full of red-hot 
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shot ; observing, however, that the 
enemy could take these batteries in re- 
verse, I recalled the grenadiers after 
spiking the remaining guns, and cun- 
fined my views in maintaining the po- 
sition I then occupied before the town. 

two 12-pounders in the icdoubt 
were rendered serviceable by the exer- 
tions of lieutenant Abdy, and his small 
detachment of artillery, and these with 
our four and a half-inch howitzer, an- 
swered t lie incessant cannonade ol the 
enemy, which continued uiitPI the ai- 
rival.of the rear column of the troops 
sent to my support at four o'clock in 
the evening ; the enemy once attempt- 
ed to retake the redoubt, but were ie- 
pulsed with the loss ot their command- 
ing officer, who was made ptisoner. 

About 4 o’clock in the evening, we 
were joined by lieutenant - colonel 
Drummond's Wiigude, and about the 
same time the enemy sent out a flag ot' 
truce to treat for the sui tender of the 
place } but I refused to treat, unless for 
the surrender of the whole island. 
An honourable capitulation for the gar- 
rison ; the religion, laws, and piivaie 
property of the inhabitants to be ie- 
spe»*ied, and a suspension of aims tor 
24 bouts to arrange the uitn les of capi- 
tulation i the troops lemninmg at the 
posts they then occupied, were the 
tom,', proposed by the enemy . to the 
two fii st J readily acceded, but refused 
1 lie latter, insisting that the tuy.d bat- 
tery should be given up to our giena- 
diets, and the British colours hoisted 
the moment the terms wetc signed, 
which f gave them one hour to consi- 
der of; at t he expiration of which the 
flag returned with a request from M. 
do St. Susanne, that an officer might 
be sent in to assist in ai tanging ihe 
terms, upon which I sent in major Ed- 
wards, shortly after which you arrived, 
and assumed the command. 

The accompanying are the returns of 
the killed and wounded of the detach- 
ment. • 

I cAnnot conclude without requesting 
permission to offer my humble tribute 
of praise to the noble spirit which seem- 
ed to animate every individual of my 
small detachment ; from major Ed- 
watds, who commanded the regiment, 


I received the greatest assistance j cap- 
tain Lamphier, lieutenant Archibald 
Me Lean, and every officer and soldier 
of the corps/ displayed the most ardent 
valor, which must have bem conspi- 
cuous to the whole force off the coast, 
who witnessed their heroic conduct; 
captain Moody, w h > commanded the 
sepoys, captain Lanibeit, who did me 
the honour toattend as my aid-de-camp ; 
i lent Davis, of the engiuceis ; liouie- 
liant Andy, commanding the artillery, 
and lieuiennnr Scouler, of the pioneer 
corps, rendcutl me the most essential 
service-* in their icspectivc departments. 

To lieutenant C'reagh, my brigade- 
major, I was highly indebted for his 
unremitte.! cxet lions and a. tendon to 
ihedutie-inf his station, from the be- 
ginning of i lie. <01 vice I was sent on, 
to the mm! moment wYirn he was 
strut k by a cannon ball, while lv* was 
in the act of encouraging our artillery- 
men in the redoubt, of which we had 
just possessed ourselves, and which l 
fear will deprive h s soveicign and hi.s 
counfiy nt the services nt a most pro- 
mising officer. 

J have, Sec. 

Occurrences for December. 

I) nc. 14. — The honourable cotjit of 
dircctois have been pleased to autho- 
lizc this government to subscribe oil 
thcpjitof the company, the sum of 
.5000 pagodas per annum to the mili- 
taiv, and 1000 pagodas to the medi- 
cal fund. 

(; 0. By the Cm wander- in -Chief 

Di e. 1.5 — Ihe commander-in- 
ch ic I liU'» lately received copies of va- 
rious complaints which have been 
transmitted to ihe government, from 
the magistrate of the zilluli ofGanjam, 
against certain officers of the army, 
who have presumed to inflict corporal* 
punishment t on persons over whom 
they had no legitimate controul, and 
even to maltreat the fiative officers 
employed, under the authority of the 
magistrate, in the direction of the 
inferior duties of police hi the zillah of 
Ganjam. 

The commander-in-chief deemed it 
to be his duty to ascertain, that the 
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complaints were well founded, before 
he proceeded to act upon them. 

He directed the necessary enquiries 
to be made, and called on the parties 
accused to reply to the accusation. 
Their answers have admitted the tact 
of their unauthorised assumption of 
authoiity.aud whatever weight may be 
given by the proper authority to the 
circumstances of provocation, which 
they have stated in palliation of their 
offences, it becomes the duty c( the 
commander-in-chief thus publicly to 
record his strong disapprobation of their 
conduct. 

When the behaviour of any public 
servant of the got eminent in tin* pub- 
lic or other departments is such as to 
require correction, the pai ties aggriev t d 
by such misconduct have a iegul.tr 
channel for obtaining redress, by an 
application to the superior civil autho- 
rities in the district, or if necessary, 
to the paramount authority of the 
government; and complaint* regular- 
ly made on reasonable and just grounds 
will assuredly meet with , tu-im.ai : — 
bal when military officers arrogate 
to them '•elves powers w* \h ihe regu- 
lations of thegovernmc i have express- 
ly and exclusively entrusted to the civ il 
magistrates, they must not expect to 
escape the punishment which attaches 
to a breach of established orders, nor 
will that punishment in future be 
limited to the expression of censure. 

That the character of the officers of the 
army at large, may not be subjected to im- 
putation from the culpability of a few, 
the commandcr-in-chicf deems it ne- 
cessary to name the officers whose ir- 
regularity of conduct has called for 
this animadversion ; and thus pub- 
licly to censure captain John Simmons, 
of the 11 th regiment of N. I. for an 
undue assumption of authority, in 
causing certain grain dealers in the ba- 
zir of Chicacole to be flogged j and 
lieutenant James Jobson, and assist- 
ant surgeon Gibbon, of the dth regi- 
ment of Native Infantry, for striking 
and otherwise maltreating, at ^iferent 
times, the Cutwalls of villages in the 
ziflah of Ganjam, whose conduct had 
given them cause of offence. The 
contrition these officers have expressed, 
with circumstances which they have 


stated in excuse, have in the present 
instance induced the commandcr-in- f 
chief to confine his notice of their 
error to the expression of his disappro- 
bation, but he desires it may be fully 
understood “ that irritation and passion," 
cannot be admitted as justitying the 
breach of positive regulation, or any 
deviation from that respect which is 
due fiom every member of the com- 
munity to the officers, or subordinate 
agents of the civil power. 

Df.cj 1.5. — It being the intention of 
his excellency the cornmnndcr-in-chief 
to piuceed at an early per rod on a tour 
of inspection to the .-cvltuI stations of 
the army, all officers now absent bum 
corps belonging to the centre division 
will join forthwith ; tbosewhn e corps 
aie in the ceded district of Mysore, 
must join by the loth of January ; 
and tho'-e belonging to M.dabai arid 
Camra, Tiavaiicore, and the southern 
divibon, by the Fiist of ]<e!m» try next. 

The cnlv exceptions to this > id'. r 
will he olliceis who hive obtained 
lc. vcuf ab.ence beyond the presidency 
of Fort St. Geoigc, to those on sick 
certificate, whose hcalrh may siill 
prevent them trom joining ; othceis so 
situated must tiansmrl immediately to 
the office of the adjutant-general of tire 
army, medical certificates to that 
eifect. 

Officer* whose business may be so 
urgent, ns to induce them lo wish to 
submit the pariimlar cnctimstances of 
theirease, for his excellency the Com- 
mander-in-chief's fuither consideration 
in tlie hope of being exempted from 
the operation of this order, will do 
so immediately through the regular 
channel ; and to avoid unnecessary 
delay, duplicates may be transmitted 
direct to the adjutant-general's office. 

Dec. 21. — This morning arrived his 
Majesty’s ship Phaiton,. captain Pel- 
lew, bearing the flag of his excellency 
rear-admiral Drury, and accompa ied 
by his piajesty’s ships, Bucephalus, 
captain Pelly, and Bairacouta, captain 
Owen. 

A salute of 17 guns was fired on the 
admiral's ship anchoring, which was 
returned by the Bucephalus. 

The transpoits with troops from this 
port, and from Bombay, arrived safely 
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at Roderigues, one transport only had 
seached that place from Bengal, which 
had parted company with the others off 
the Sand Heads. Admiral Drury left 
Roderigues on his return to this port, 
about the 8th of November, with the 
FliaMon and Bucephalus. 

The Barracouta accompanied the 
troops from Bouibon to lloderigues, 
and left that island the22d November. 
On that day the expedition sailed from 
thence tor the Isle of France, without 
wa 1 1 1 ng for the 1 1 oops from Be ngtd. 

-Admiral Bertie was with the expedi- 
tion. and Ins flag was hoisted on board 
the Africaine He came from the Cape 
in the Nisus frigate. Ihc troops from 
Bourbon consisted of his majesty’s (Xjth 
and 5drh regiments, the artillery under 
major r I’a ynton, the detachment of his 
njdjesiy\ 25th dragoons, -400 sepoys of 
tljo flank companies of I he (jth and 
42th V I. under major J. Vernon, of 
the 6th N. I. To these are to be add- 
ed the force which last sailed from Ma- 
dia* and Bombay, forming an attack- 
ing force of about 6,000 men, besides 
seamen and maiincs. His majesty’s 
bdth regiment, and the battalion com- 
panies of the (jth and 12th N. I. 
were left at Bourbon, unde&heutenant- 
colonds Drummond and Fra*er. 

Lieutenant-general Abercrombie, 
mnjor-gencial VVarde, major Caldwell, 
chief engineer, with his excellency 
governor Farquhar, and the staff, were 
on board the Africaine on the 22d No- 
vember. They expected to reach the 
Isle of France in two days. THte troops 
and officers were all well, and in high 
spirits. — Col. Keating commanded the 
reserve. 

Since the capture of the French fri- 
gate, Venus, none of the enemy’s ships 
had ventured out of port. The name 
of the Venus had been altered to the 
Nereide, and she was blockading Port 
Louis. 

The Ceylon and Africaine had been 
refitted and accompanied the exp*dition. 

Occurrence^f'or January . 

Fori St. George, 1 1 th Jan. 1811. 
Captain Barlow, of his, majes- 


ty’s 34 th regiment, private secretary 
and aid de camp to the honourable the 
governor, arrived this morning in his 
majesty’s ship, Cornelia, with dis- 
patches from the honorable Robert 
Tow mend Farquhar, esq., governor 
of the Isle of France and its dependfen- 
cies, announcing the surrender of the 
hie of France on the 3d ultimo, to his 
majesty’s and the honorable company's 
naval and land forces, under the com- 
mand of their excellencies vice-admiral 
Bertie, and lieutenant-general the ho- 
norable John Abercrombie 

Oidered that a royal salute from the 
ramparts of Fort St. George, and three 
vollies of small arms by the troops in 
garrison, beared in honor of this im- 
portant event. 

The European troops in garrison to 
be victualled, and the native troops to 
receive dry batta to-day. 

Published by order of the honorable 
the governor in council. 

W. Thackerav, 
Chief sec. to govt. 

Jan. 15th. — On Friday last, the 
troops in garrison fir^d three \ollies in 
honor of the capitulation of the Isle of 
France to his majesty’s and the honora- 
ble company’s naval and land forces, 
under the command of their excellen- 
cies vice-admiral Bertie and lieutenant- 
general the honorable John Abercrom- 
bie, and the Euiopeans in garrison were 
victualled on the occasion. 

Jan. 22. — The honorable the go- 
vernor in council derives much satis- 
faction in publishing to the army, the 
sentiments of distinguished approba- 
tion it has pleased the right honorable 
the governor-general in council to re- 
cord on the occasion of the late suc- 
cessful attack made on the Dutch pos- 
sessions at the island of Banda Neira, 
by the force employed dn that service 
under the orders of captain C. Cole of 
the Royal Navy. 

Extract of a letter to Captain Cole, 
commanding H. M/s ship, Caro- 
line, under date 23 d Nov . 1810, 

1 am directed by the right honorable 
the governor-general in coun9il to ac- 
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knowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 29th 11U. relative to the late suc- 
cessful operations of the force employ- 
ed under your command in the reduc- 
tion of the island of Banda. 

The details of this brilliant achieve- 
ment, and of your arrangements for 
the administration and security of the 
Island, as reported by you and captain 
Nixon to the government of Fort St. 
George, have been communicated to 
his Lordship in council, who observes, 
with just admiration, the judgment, 
ability, and forcsight,manifestedby you 
in the plan of attack; and the ieal, in- 
trepidity, and precision with which it 
was carried into effect, bv the gallant 
officers and men of the paval and mili- 
tary service under-yonr direction. His 
lordship in council considers the rapid 
conquest of a place so strongly fortified 
by nature and art, in the face of a su- 
perior force, without the loss of a man, 
as forming a singular event in the an- 
nals of British entei prize, reflecting a 
peculiar degree of credit on your pro- 
fessional skill, and aiFordmg an extia- 
ordinary instance of discipline, courage, 
and activity, on t^e part of the officers 
and men under vour command. 


The governor-general in council con - 
siders the eulogium which yon ha»e 
bestowed generally on the detachment 
of the H. C. troops employed on this 
occasion, and especially on the conduct 
of their commanding officer, captain 
Nixon, and of lieutenant Yates and 
ensign Allen, to be highly honorable 
to them ; and has directed the expres- 
sion of his distinguished approbation to 
be conveyed to them generally and in- 
dividually through tne channel of the 
resident at Amboyna. 

Occurrences for February . 

Ff.b. 2 — On Tuesday last arrived 
his majesty’s ship, Ledu, captain Say- 
er, from Calcutta. 

The honorable Sir John Newbolt, 
knt. puisne judge of the supreme 
court at Madras, landed about noon the 
same day, under the salute due to his 
rank, and immediately proceeded to the 
garden house of the honorable the 
chief justice. 

This morning being the first day of 
term, the honorable ir John New- 
bolt took his seat in the supieme court, 
under the customary formalities. 


IjoMi>\Y Occurrences for J^xu a by, 1 8 10. 


J \ s c a it y 6 — The following are the 
movements of the expedition subse- 
quent to the result of the attack on 
Rhus ul Khyma. 

Fiom Rhus ul Khynvt the troops pro- 
ceeded to Linga on the Persian coast, 
where they destroyed twenty dows and 
boatsi without sustaining any loss. 
From this place the expedition sailed 
to the port of Luft, situated on the 
north side of the Isle of Khisma, where 
they arrived on the 26th of November. 
In the afternoon of that day Moola 
Hgtgsein, the chief of the place, sent on 
bSlm bis Majesty’s ship Chiflbnlie for 
t lie purpose of treating lor the surren- 


der of the dows and boats, w!w;h he 
agreed to do ; but when the appointed 
time arrived he refused to give them 
up. 

Arrangements were accordingly made 
for the exercise of compulsory means. 
The dows and boat9 were ranged under 
cover of a small stone fort at the wes- 
tern extremity of the town. In the 
afternoon of the 27th three hundred 
men, consisting of the light company 
of the 47th, half a company of the 
65th, with the Roy 4 ^roarincs belonging 
to the Chiftbnne, under the command 
of lieutenant Drury, and the detach- 
ment of the second Native Infantry, 
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tjsshted by a party’of seamen under lient. 
Chrichton of the Chiffonne, who were 
employed in bringing up a howitzer, 
were landed, and having taken posses- 
sion of the town, proceeded to the attack 
of the Fort, and the destruction of the 
dows amd boats, while the Fury, which 
dtew little water, and the gun boats, 
were employed in keeping up a smart 
fire on the fort. The dows and boats, 
eleven in number, among which were 
three very large dows, were complete- 
ly destroyed. The Fort made aft ob- 
stinate reactance ; but was at Inst de- 
livered up by Moola Hussein, together 
with all the property which he had 
plundered from the Imaum. 

It was taKcn possession of by a de- 
tachment of his Majesty’s 4 /ih regi- 
ment, and was the next day delivered 
tip to Sheik Lervish the head of a 
tribe of Benimain Arabs attached to 
the Imaum of Muscat, in trust for the 
latter. 

Moola Hussein was allowed to depart 
in safety. 

'i he enemy had between seventy 
and eighty killed and wounded. 

Our loss was not inconsiderable. 

Kill r I) • — l Officer nnd 3 tank and file 
of the 471b — 1 Seiir.mt, 1 rar.k ai>o file of 
the fv'jth — 2 Sepoys of the 2d. — 2 Seamen 
of H.M f s ship ChifTonne. 

Won n n i' n. — 1 Strjcanr-, and q rank and 
file of the 471I1. — 1 Officer, t serjeant, 6 rank 
and tile of the 6,51b — l Jcmtd.11 and 12 So 
P >\s of 2d oF 1 he »d. — 16 Seamen ot II.M.’s 
.ship Chiffonne- — 1 officer and 4 men ot the 
H C. ciin/er Morntnjsion. — 1 (Officer, H. 
C cruder Ternate. — 1 Man of the 11 . C. 
cu’zer Xautilla. — 2 Do. of flic Fury. 

T01 At.- — 10 killed, .56 wounded. 
Names of officers hilled and wounded. 

Lieut. S. Weld, of II. M \< 471b killed — 
Lieut S. R.WarttHi, of H.M-’s 65th wound - 
f<!.— Mr. Hay, Midshipman, Mormngton, 
do. — Mr. Grey» do. Ternate, do. 

Yesterday the honourable Sir James 
Mackintosh preceded to the adjudica- 
tion of the H. C. ship Kurojie, and 
cargo, which was retaken at St. Paul's 
by the expedition under the command 
of Commodore Rowley, and lieutenant- 
colonel Keating. They wete decreed 
to he restored to the owners on the 
payment of salvage and costs. 

Jam. 13.*— On Wednesday last, bri- 
gadier-general Malcolm, accompanied 
by the gentlemen and hoops belonging 


to. the Persian mission, left this place 
for Persia. 

On the same day, N. H. Smith, 
Esq. sailed for the Gulph. 

On Thursday, major-general Cham- 
pagne, sailed for Calcutta. 

Appropriate salutes were fired on 
the occasion of the embarkation of 
major-general Champagne and briga- 
dier-gen. Malcolm « 

The following officers and gentlo- 
melt accompanied bi igadier- general 
M.tlcolm.' 

( 'apt am Grant, commanding the cs- 
ecvi t ot the Persian mission, captain 
Wauehope, l)r. Colqnhoun, surgeon 
to the mission, Dr. Corrnac, surgeon 
if> i lie escort, lieut. Stewart, first as- 
sistant, lieut. Little, aid-de-camp, — * 
lient. Johnson, commanding the party 
of 17th light dragoons, lieut Frederick, 
commanding infantry, lieut. McDo- 
nald, political assistant, ensign Fother- 
ingham, commanding Madias cavalry, 
ensign Monteat h, engineer, Mr. Wil- 
liams, Mr. Babington. 

Jam. 27. — Under this date is an- 
nounced the fall of the fort of Shina- 
ass. The force by which this enter- 
prise was accomplished sailed from 
Muscat on the 24 th of December last, 
and arrived at Siennas? on the evening 
of the 3ist. In this expedition the 
English were accompanied by nearly 
4 OCX) of the Imaum’s troops. The fort 
was summoned to surrender $ and on 
refusal was bombarded by the ships and 
gun-boats. Its. situation, however, was 
too distant to admit of such a mode of 
attack being efficacious ; the troops 
were landed on the morning of the 2d 
Jan. about half a mile to the south- 
ward of the town, on a sandy beach, 
which is overflowed during high spring 
tides and a southerly wind ; the posi- 
tion was an excellent one, as they had 
a back water running parallel to the 
sen about forty yards in front. The 
Imaum’s troops were posted on the 
left ot the British. 

A 10£ inch mortar, with a couple 
of field pieces, were taken across the 
creek with an intention of attacking 
the fort on its southern side, when a 
parly of the enemy’s cavalry made 
their appearance from the woods which 
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nin along the coast about a mile distant 
from the sea, and commenced an at- 
tack : but they were at length put to 
flight by the advanced party. This cir- 
cumstance, which shewed that this 
plan of operations was exposed to fre- 
quent interruptions of this kind, de- 
termined lieutenant-colonel Smith to 
change his plan He accordingly en- 
tienched himself in the position above 
mentioned, and erected a batteiy 
against the sea face of the fort. The 
zeal of captain Wain wright soon li^ed 
this batte:y with two 24-pounders, one 
12-pounder carronade, and three brass 
12-pounders from the fleet, in addi- 
tion to the three field pieces belonging 
to the detachment. A very heavy fire 
was opened at day-break of the 3d, and 
between nine and ten o’clock, a breach 
was made in the curtain, and shortly 
afterwards one of the towers of the 
fort fell in. The guns were then di- 
rected to the other towers, from which 
however it was found impossible to 
drive the enemy. Two o’clock was the 
hour appointed for storming ; in which 
a body of 4(X) of the Imaum’s troops 
were to assist. While the different de- 
tachments were taking up their stations 
of attack, the Imaum'ft troops, from 
misunderstanding the oidcrs, got be- 
fore the British, andenteied the breach 
first, but our soldiers observing this, 
soon got up to them, and passed them: 
on which the Imaumees readily yielded 
up the remaining labor and honor of 
the day. 

By five o’clock the fort was entirely 
surrendered, and shortly afterwards 
was given up to the Imaum’s troops. 

It is impossible to contemplate a 
more obstinate resistance than was 
made by the enemy in this position. — 
His defences were nearly battered to 
ruins, and the greatest part of his gar- 
rison lay around in mangled heaps; 
still, in this hopeless condition, while 
the body of his fort was occupied by 
the British, And Imaumees, he perse- 
vered at every the least cessation of the 
musquetry, to fire upon them from two 
of his towers, which were not suffici- 
ently destroyed to admit of an imme- 
diate dtelodgment. Every attempt to 


scale these towers was made* in vain $ 
every access to them was strongly bar- 
ricadoed and defended by long spears, 
with showers of large stones from their 
tops. Evening was now fast approach- 
ing, when humanity, and every other 
consideration, calling for a termination 
to such a scene of carnage, the few 
survivors in the fort were called upon 
to surrender and save their lives. Death 
sooner than submission was the answer 
they sent. Two 12- pounders and three 
pieces were now brought up from the 
battery, and a heavy fire with double 
shot was opened close under the towers 
in order to level them. The enemy 
still kepi up his fire, and seemed - de- 
termined to bury himself in the ruins. 
The hand grenades and fire-balls which 
were made use of, were returned up- 
on the British before they could burst, 
with deliberate resolution. As the tow- 
ers were rapidly falling in, and every 
soul in a short time must have perish- 
ed, the firing was ordered to cease, 
and another effort made to save their 
lives. 

Happily one man acquainted with 
the Englislncharactcr at length came 
forward, and after reiterated assur- 
ances of protection, the remainder 
were, through this man’s means, pre- 
vailed upon to surrender. 

It is impossible to do adequate jus- 
tice to the great and unwearied exer- 
tion of the British officers and soldiers, 
to save the lives of their conquered ene- 
mies. 

Men, whose practice it is to give no 
quarter, are not easily persuaded that 
any offer of it is sincere. The diffi- 
culty of producing such a persuasion 
on the minds of the unhappy wretches 
on the present occasion, was enhanced 
by the desperate animosity which pre- 
vailed between them and our allies. 

Our officers frequently interfered at 
the risk of their own lives, to protect 
the former from the ferocious rage of 
the latter. The personal exertions of 
lieutenant-colonel Smith were emi- 
nently conspicuous. 

Our loss was trilling, amounting 
only to one killed and eleven wounded; 
amongst the latter were lieuts. W. C. 
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Harvey and H. Taylor of H. M’s 05th 
regiment, 

The loss of the enemy was 400 killed. 

Jan. 19. — The honorable the go- 
vernor in council is pleased to permit 
lieutenant-colonel Alexander Walker 
to proceed to England, with the option 
of retiring from or returning to the 
service at the expiration of his fur- 
lough. 

The sentiments of government on 
the high professional character, and 
distinguished merits of lieutenant -oolo- 
nel Walker, were expressed in the or- 
ders, dated the 19th of January, I8O9, 
on the occasion of that officer's former 
embarkation for Europe. The com- 
munication of the wishes of the right 
honorable the governor-general, that 
the residence of colonel Walker in this 
country, might be prolonged for the 
purpose of carrying into etfect an ar- 
rangement of great political impor- 
tance, determined the lieutenant-colo- 
nel to return to his station, and to re- 
assume the functions of his office. 

Having immediately entered upon 
the delicate duties committed to his 
able management, the progress of his 
negotiations, and the success of his 
measures, have been marked by that 
judgment, ability, and address, of which 
lie has afforded so many decided proofs: 
at the same time that the reputation of 
the Biitish aims has been maintained 
and extended under his approved mili- 
tary talents and skill, in a degree that 
lias already attracted the distinguished 
approbation of the right honorable the 
governor general \ the governor in 
council therefore, in announcing lieu- 
tenant-colonel Walker’s ultimate re- 
turn to his native country, embraces 
the opportunity of renewing the ex- 
pression of tlie obligations of this go- 
vernment for those important services, 
which have already received its cordial 
and unqualified testimony ; and which 
have been enhanced by the eminent 
and substantial benefits that this presi- 
dency has derived from his protracted 
residence in India. 

Occurrences for , February . 

Feb. )0.— Intelligence by the ships 


arrived from the Gulph states tbatgcN 
rieral Malcolm and his suite, and Mr. 
N. H. Smith, had reached Muscat in 
pursuance of their respective missions ; 
and that the gallant officers in com- 
mand of the Expedition against the 
pirates, were successfully prosecuting 
the service of annihilating the floating 
power of those cruel and unprincipled 
freebooters, 

l 'fc.11. 14 .— At a general court-mar- 
tial, held at Bombay, on the seventh 
day of November, ] HOC), and continu- 
ed by adjournment to the 24 th day of 
January following, lieutenant N. C. 
Maw, of the regiment of European 
infantry, was arraigned upon various- 
charges of drunkenness, riotous and 
ungentlemanlike behaviour, during the 
voyage from England, exhibited against 
him by captain Nash, commander of 
the H. C.’s ship Marchioness of Exeter. 

The court passed the following sen- 
tence, viz. 

“ The court having maturely weigh- 
ed and considered the evidence in sup- 
port of the prosecution, together with 
what the prisoner, lieutenant N. C. 
Maw has adduced in his defence, are 
of opinion, that he is * not guilty’ of 
the first part of the first charge, viz. 

' insulting captain Nash at ins own 
table, on the 14 th of July, 1S0Q,’ but 
the court find the prisoner guilty of 
having made use of an unguarded ami 
improper expression, in calling cap- 
tain Nash a ‘ blackguard,’ when going 
out of the cuddy. 

“ Ou the second charge, the court 
are of opinion that the prisoner is ‘ not 
guilty,’ and do therefore honorably ac- 
quit him of this charge. 

“ On the third charge, the court 
are of opinion that the prisoner is not 
guilty of the crime stated in this charge, 
and do therefore honorably acquit him. 

** The court having found the pri- 
soner guilty in part only of the first 
charge, which being a breach of the ar- 
ticles of war, in such cases made and 
provided, adjudge, that he the prisoner, 
lieutenant N. C. Maw, of the honor- 
able company’s regiment of Euro- 
pean infantry, shall be admonished, 
in such manner, as the cominatoder in 
chief may please to direct. 
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“ In passing the above sentence on 
the prisoner, lieutenant Maw, the 
court are anxious to express, that they 
do not in the smallest degree attach 
any description of conduct, unbecom- 
ing the character of an officer and a 
gentleman, as set forwaul against h.in 
in thechaiges, the two la>t ol which, 
in the opinion of the conit, are alto- 
gether ‘vexatious, frivolous, and ma- 
licious,' and appear not to have been 
pieferred fiom an} motive of public 
justice.*’ „ 

The commander in chief approves 
and conffinvs tiu* sentence of the 
court ; and in can} ing it into execu- 
tion, he desires it to be known, that 
the extent to which the charges pre- 
ferred against lieutenant Maw hate 
been proxtxl, is so clearly expressed 
in the sentence of the court -mama!, 
the commander in chief considers the 
publication of their opinion, in gene- 
ral orders, to be a sufficient ndmom 
linn. 

Lieutenant Maw is released from his 
.'inert, and oidcicd to join Ir.s corps 
without delay. 

Tfh to.- Two xe^eL have ai rived 
iioni the (iicph, but have brought 
no fui thcr Kmopean infelhgcnce. bn 
if. Jone*, had iputted the IVtsi.ui 
Court at Jaheran, and had procei Jed 
fowardsVonstantmople, on his way to 
England. An invitation to pioreed to 
Taheran, couched in the moat Matter- 
ing terms, had been sent to brigadier- 
general Malcolm. 

The expedition under the command 
of captain Watnxi light and lieute- 
nant-colonel Smith, was on its letuin 
to Bombay, and may now bo hourly 
expected to arrive. 

The following orders were published 
by lieutenant-colonel Smith, on the 
fall of the fort of Schenaass. 

Genet al Ordtrs. 

“ Lieutenant-colonel Smith avails 
himself of the first moment of leisure 
after rerembarking of the troops, to ex- 
press his perfect admiration and ap- 
plause at Ihe conduct of all ranks in 
th&cfa$tqre of Schenaass on the 3d in- 
stant t their exertions in throwing up 
entrenchments, and alertness during the 
siege, their patience under fatigue, and 


gallantry in the assault, alike deserve (he 
lieutenant-colonel's praise and thanks. 

“ The humanity of British soldiers 
will be honoured and long remember- 
ed throughout Arabia, from the fate of 
Schenaass, defended as it xvas with such 
mad resolution and persevering obsti- 
nacy. The generous treatment shewn 
to the few survivors after the fall of the 
fort will never be forgotten, and must 
compel even savages to feel and prac- 
tice mercy. 

The lieutenant-colonel rejoices, 
that the success of this little force has 
never been stained by a single act of 
cruelty, and he rests confident, that 
every soldier will continue to observe 
that degree of moderation, which is 
nexer separated from true courage. 

“ The lieutenant-colonel’s thanks 
are due to all who served under him 
on this occasion, but he feels it just to 
oiler Ins special acknow lodgments to 
in.ijoi Milncs of his majesty's O.Oth re- 
gimen!, and the officers and men xxdio 
composed the stoiming paity, lor 1 lie 
firmness and good order with which 
they marched to the assault ; also to 
capta*n Okuieibuck, t)3 th regiment, 
:md the brave little band of volunteers, 
who headed the party. His thanks are 
;iLo due to major ClarMin, xxho com- 
manded the reserve, and to captain Sio- 
toy, in command of the detachment of 
the 0’5 til and native troops, to guard our 
mo'.t exposed Hank against any attempt 
of the entcrpiixing cavalry, which that 
officer so handsomelv put to flight on 
the preceding day. The commanding 
officer make^ hi» foil acknowledg- 
ments of the skill and unwearied exer- 
tions of captain Scaly, commanding 
the artillery, and he begs him to accept 
and commtiir.catc his best thanks. The 
indefatigable zeal of captain Tucker, 
attached to the artillery, displayed it- 
self to the same advantage as at llusul- 
khyma, and is most thankfully noticed. 

“The lieutenant-colonel's particular 
thanks are likewise due to Mr. surgeon 
Young, and the officers of the medical 
department, for their humane attention 
not only to our owrr wounded, but to 
those of. our allies, and the unfortunate 
prisoners. 

(Signed) “ N. Warren, M. B.'* 
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FitB.25tli. — The whole of the troops 
lately employed on the expedition 
against the Pirate states in the gulf of 
Persia, have returned, with the excep- 
tion of about 1()0 men, who remain 
in that quarter, with captain Wain- 
wright of the Chift'onne, and his de- 
tachment of company’s ernizers. After 
iheirauccess at Schenaass, theexpedition 
had proceeded against other ports in 
the gulph j but no further military ope- 
rations were found necessary, the ter- 
ior of their name being sufficient to 
induce the pirates to comply with their 
demands. At these places the pirates 
themselves undertook the destruction 
of thedows and other craft lying in 
their harbours. 

GkNF.HAL OnDEKS. 

Bo mt ay Castle, 26 th Feb. 1810. 

By government. 

The armament prcpaied at this pre- 
sidency, under the order of the light 
honc.-uable (lie governot -general in 
council, for the pm pose ol suppressing 
tie* depredations of the Jowassmve pi- 
i.des in the gulph of tV-isia, arid assist- 
ing tii". Inglnuss the Imanmof Muscat, 
in the ltcoveiy of some of his towns 
on the Atahi.m um-»c, of which that 
nd>e had po-ses^eu themselves ; having 
!etuin< d :o port, after the accomplish- 
ment ol tiie object of its equipment, 
in a matJivr the most creditable and 
.».iti-f icu>i) ; the governor in council 
lus sincere satisfaction in publishing 
the following letters ihL day received 
from the sec i etary to the right ho- 
nourable the governor-general, which 
have so fully anticipated the sentiments 
of this government, on the conduct of 
the forces, under the command of cap- 
tain Wain wright, of his majesty’s ship 
La ChitFonne, and lieutenant-colonel 
Lionel Smith, of his majesty’s 05th 
regiment, that it only remains to the 
governor in council to subscribe to the 
distinguished testimony, which has 
been afforded by the right honourable 
the governor-general of the mgnts of 
that detachment. 

F. Warren, 

Chiefcec. to govt. Bombay. 
StJt * « 

I arn d> reeled to acknowledge tlie 


receipt of your dispatch of the 3d, 
instant, containing copies of reports of* 
the proceedings of the expedition in 
the gulph of Persia, subsequently to 
the capture of Rasool Kbyrna.*— <2, 
The right honourable the governor ge- 
neral has received these additional 
proofs of the energy, zeal, and ability 
of the commanders of the military and 
naval forces employed on the service, 
of the gallantry and exemplary conduct 
of the forces under their command, 
with the greatest satisfaction and ad- 
miration. His lordship considers the 
successes which they have obtained to 
be of the greatest importance, and is 
of opinion, that all the operations of 
the expedition, reflect the highest 
honour on captain Wainwright, and 
lieutenant-colonel Smith, and all the 
officers and men under their command. 

I have the honour to be, 

(Signed) N. B. Rdmon stone, 
Secretary. 

Fort St. Gcnroa , Jan. 27, 1810. 

G. C. Osborne, Esa. 

Sec. to govt. 

Sir, Bombay. 

I have the honour to acknowledge 
the teceipt of your dispatch oi the 
2/th ultimo, accompanied by entailed 
accounts of the brilliant capture w the 
port of Shenaas, by the forces under 
the command of captain Wafa wright, 
of his majesty’s navy, and lieutenant- 
colonel Smith. 

2d. The right honourable the 
governor-general has perused, with 
great satisfaction, the interesting de- 
tails of that gallant enterprize, and di- 
rects me to express his admiration of 
the professional »k;ll, energy, bravery, 
and humanity of the commanding offi- - 
cersand men employed on that arduous, 
undertaking. 

I have the honour to be, & c. 

N. B. Edmonstone, sea. 

Fort St. George, 14 ill Feb . 1S1Q. 

By order of the honourable the go- 
vernor in council. 

(Signed) F. Warren, 

, Chief sec. to govjt. 

Lieutenaut-dblonel Smith, on lu& re* 
turn to the presidency, was. received on 
bis landing by a saji\te of t&t&en guns. 
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Ocat rrencesfor March. 

Bombay Castle, 2 I ih March , 1810. 

General order by government. 

The governor in council is pleased 
to publish the following extract from 
a letter from the right honourable the 
governor#* gen oral, dated the 71 h of 
March, as containing a furthvi testi- 
mony of his loidship's entire approba- 
tion of the operations ot the fpice lately 
employed in thegulph of Persia, au*d m 
promulgating lhe->e sentiments on the 
final issue of the expedition, the gover- 
nor in council avails himself of the op- 
portunity ot expressingtheextremecon- 
cern of his government at the casual- 
ties that have occurred in the foice, 
and in particular in his majesty’s 0‘5lh 
legiment. 

Whilst sincerely lamenting the loss 
which his Majesty's service has sus- 
tained in the deaths of captain Dansey 
of the 05th, and of lieutenant Weld 
of the 4/th regiment ; the deprivation 
the former corps experiences in the 
services of lieutenants Haivey and Tay- 
lor, and of ensign Warren, m conse- 
quence of the wounds those oiiicers 
receivtd at the assault of Shinass, and 
the aAick of the fort of Luft, and 
still s*erely labour under*, has not 
passed unnoticed, nor umegreUed by 
the governor in council ; who, under 
a full and deep sense of t he sutler ings 
of those respeciable and promising 
officers, is further pleased to direct 
that the field allowances of the ir rank 
be continued to them for a period of 
three months after the return of the 
force to this presidency. 

Extract of a Letter from the light ho- 
nourable the governor- general , dated 
Fort St. George, Mauh Jth, 18 JO. 
Par. 3. The complete success which 
has attended all the opera.. ons of the 
expedition to the gulph ot Persia, 
affords grounds for the highest satisfac- 
-tiefiv and reflects great honour on capt. 
Waimvright, and lieutenant-colonel 
Srtvitjh* who appear to have con- 
ducted all the operations committed 
to their management, with distinguish- 
ed zeal, prudence, promptitude, and 
ability. 


By order of the honourable gover- 
nor in council. v ( 

William Newnuam, 

Sec. to Govt. 

Occurrences for Jpril. 

April 7. — The following letters 
were this day published, to contradict 
a lepmt, which had gained ncdencc, 
ot a geucnl commotion having taken 
place in a large portion of the territo- 
ries subordinate to this presidency. 

Secret department. 

The honourable Jonathan Duncan , esq. 

President and governor in council. 

Bombay. 

Honourable Sir, — I received the 
chief secretary’s letter of the 23d inst. 
on the 28th following, enclosing one 
under a flying sail for the commander- 
in-chief. 

This I duly forwarded ; but that 
officer being on the eve of departure, 
and perfectly satisfied with all my pro- 
ceedings respecting Mandvie, left me 
to make a statement of them, which 
1 have now the honour of doing. 

The hist account I received of a 
revolution luu mg taken place at Mand- 
vie, in favocr of a mussulman, was 
on the 10th ;nst. The city soon rung 
with the same. In the evening, She- 
vauund, a brother of the vizier of 
Mandvie, fled into town, with the 
news of Sookanund the vizier having 
been killed by the Borahs, a* the in- 
stigation of a wild Fakir, named Ub- 
dul Helimnn, and the rajah put to 
flight, he believed, to another small 
position of his, near Bolsanr, named 
Pardie. 

In three days afterwards, 1 received 
a letter (No. ],) trom the faquir, stil- 
ing himself Mecn Salnb, desiring me 
to pay the hearer, by name Soobmaun, 
three hundred rupees or quit Surat. 
Soolimann had remained at Boodhan, 
in the Mandvie district, and sent the 
letter by # a cooly, whom for the pre- 
sent I ordered into confinement. A 
great number of people had quitted 
the city to join this ^fanatic, and the 
Mahomedans • generally began to as* 
sume a very threatening air. 
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Ort the 15th, the day preceding the 
a faquir from Jtoodhan was taken 
up*a»d three accomplices of the city. 
The faquir, who called himseif Syud 
Peer Shah, acknowledged his coming 
into the city from Boodhan, with a 
message (No. 2) from Mean Ubdul 
Rebman Saheb (the fanatic) to Syud 
Hada, (of the Adawlut) desiring him 
to represent to me, that in the New 
Testament the name of Ahmud that was 
written was his, and therefore to ac- 
knowledge him or depart. • 

The next day, which was the Ede, 

1 attended the ceremony. It was 
marked by the absence of the general 
number of Mahometans parading on 
the occasion, and an evident fear in the 
Hindoos, who had been very generally 
threatened by the circumcised tribe. 

Appearances gathered weight ; num- 
bers had left this city and llanier to 
repair to Boodhan ; those in the town 
began to assail the Hindoos with the 
cry of Deen, and there was every 
cause to suppose, from the expressions 
of Ubdul Rehman, that he was intent 
upon bringing about a revolution in the 
city. 

By the l/th, two Borahs of Bood- 
han were sent to me by the Kazy, 
with a letter (No. 3,) they had brought 
to him liom the fanatic, and one to me, 
desiring me to accept the religion of 
Mahomet, retire, or tight. 

The best part of this and the follow- 
ing day was taken up in collecting in- 
formation, which all bespoke the de- 
tet mined resolution of the fanatic, and 
the hearty concurrence of his brother 
Mahometans to try a revolution here, 
when 1 resolved to take the sudden 
step of seizing him. 

About two o’clock I imparted this 
(No. 4) to colonel Keith, who ap- 
proved the measure, and as the secur- 
ing this insurgent faquir, who from 
the best intelligence had hot left Bood- 
han,' during the change of government, 
was the primary object, two troops 
of cavalry were ordered to proceed 
by night, in order to invest the pla<&, 4 
and get hold of trim if they could, 
or bar his departure, till the arrival of 
four- companies of infantry. Osptaia 
Cunningham, who commanded -thein- 

VoL. 14, , & 


fantry, Dunjee Shah Behramund Khan, 
a vakeel of the rajah of M and vie, 
and four scouts attended them. 

The drngqpns arrived about day- 
light at Boodhan. Dh$nj£e Shah 
was among the first over the river, 
and endeavoured to prevail on the 
Faquir to surrender himself, but was 
killed in the attempt, with the rajah's 
vakeel , and some others near him. 

A furious engagement ensued be- 
twixt the people and troops, in which 
the former had recourse to every spe- 
cies of sorcery and madness, and left 
nearly two hundred dead on the field. 
The cavalry lost a corporal arid two 
privates, and several horses, and saw 
the town in flames when they capio 
away. Shortly after their departure^ 
the infant! y, under captain Cunning- 
ham, renewed the attack to the de- 
struction of many more, and amongst 
them the Fanatic himself, TJbdui Reh- 
man, who had been wounded by the 
dragoons, and taken refuge with seve- 
ral more in a blacksmith’s hut. Tho 
rajah had been two or three days con- 
fined by him, but had made his escape 
the morning of the attack ;> it was 
not known whither. The, 56th regi- 
ment was ordered on to Mandvi#, and 
the religious commotion was, by the 
death of libdnl Rehman, totally allayed. 

On the 22d, we received accounts 
of the fall of Mandvie, and that the 
rajah was in the camp. General 
Abercrombie arrived about four o'clock 
in the afternoon of the day j the reports 
before mentioned, were soon con- 
firmed, with accounts of the Arabs 
having fired the town, and gone off 
with much treasure. The 50th regi- 
ment was ordeied in wit}* the two’ 
eighteens, and the rajah invited to 
accompany them. 

On the 27th, the rajah himself 
arrived, and paid me a visit on the 
28th. He is about five and 
large bulk, with much good MtMfr 
and few words. ,#• • ' l 

I have the honour to be, with r#&pect 4 
Honourable Sir, / 

Your most obecjieflfe 
• , v humble 

’ N.e*<w,CM«f. 

Surat, ZUf January, 1810. 
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(No. 1 ) 

To Mr. Crow, Sahib, with Mean 
Sahib's compliments from Boodhan ; 
my man is come to .you, -pay him 
three hundred rupees, (300) "and if 
you will not do it, you may get into 
another place. The man is about to 
roceed to Brod.i, theretuie deliver 
im the aforesaid sum, and return him. 
Dated, Poush Sud, 6th, or the 4th, 
corresponding with the J 1 th January, 
lBia 

The person's name is Soolimaun, 
who comes to }ou, pay him the said 
*um, and dispatch him. 

True translate, 

N- Crow, Chief. 

(No. 2.) 

Declaration of Syud Peer Aly, Syud 

Share Aly , an inhabitant of Punjaub , 

aged about 40 years. 

About four days ago, I went to visit 
Mean Ubdul Bay maun Sahib, at 
Boodhan, and staid there two nights ; 
yesterday morning I took his leave for 
Surat, with an intention to perform 
the pilgrimage of Mecca, at which 
time he told me to carry a message to 
Syud Hada Sahib, for the ear of Mr. 
Crow, Saheb, that in his Christian book 
Engeel, or testament,! the name of 
Ahmud is written, which is himself, 
(Ubdul Ravmaun) therefore, that he 
•nust conform to his orders, other- 
wise get away ; which mission, 1 
accordingly performed yesterday even- 
ing, toSyad Ilnda Sahib ; dated 15th 
January, 1810. 

(Signed; Syud Peer Shah. 

True translate, 

N. Crow, Chief. 

(No. 3.) 

To all counsellors, and the Hakim 
of Surat j be it known that the Email - 
fnul Deen of the end of the world, 
or Bmaum Mehdee, lias now published 
himself, and the name of this Dnr- 
yeish is Ahmud $ and that in the Hin- 
devie, they call him Rajah Nukluk. 
iBe it further known to you, that if the 
JEsslaum, (the Mahometan faith) is 
accepted, it is better, otherwise empty 
thrown, or on the contrary, you may 
prepare for -battle. Thii fakir is 
now come ddip from the fourth Sky, 
With four bo«e» f combining Adjun, 


(on whom be peace) Essah (he ton of 
Marium, (Jesus t(je son of Maryland 
Ahmud, (on whom be peace) andrhey 
have all four come upon one place ; 
they have no guns nor muskets with 
them, but a stick and a handkerchief 
are wilh me, be yourself prepared. 
Dated, nth Zilhij, corresponding with 
the 1 7 th Januaiy, 1810. 

(No. 4 ) 

Colonel Alexander Keith, commanding 

the Southern division of Guzerat . 

Sir, 

1 st. 1 find myself urged by the con- 
duct of a set of Mussulman fanatics, who 
have killed the Vizier, and taken upon 
theni'»elvesi|je administration of Mand- 
vie, to make this repres* ntation against 
them. 

2d. The rajah of Mandvie is a pri- 
soner in their hands, and also the eldest 
son of his late vizier, whose name was 
Sookunund. The deceased’s brother, 
by name Shevauund, and his second 
sou Vidianund, have both fled here. 

3d. These fugitives have claimed 
the protection ot the company, and 
from all circumstances, 1 think it 
should be granted without delay. 

4th. The fanatic who is the head 
ot the rebellion, maintains his seat in 
a Mosque, at Boodhan, about ten coss, 
on the opposite side ot the river. He 
is called Abdul Rehman. loom the 
dangerous tendency of Mahometan 
fanaticism in this country, and the 
correspondence which he has already 
extended to me, and to others, I think 
no dine should be lost in reducing him, 
stli. He has about seventy- five 
Arab?> with him, and about two hun- 
dred more arc at Mandvie, which is 
beyond Boodhan, nearly the same dis- 
tance. 

6th. It is advisable that a party of 
horse should be dispatched without 
delay, to seize the faquir, and another 
party of infantry with guns, to take 
possession of Mandvie. 

7th. The rajah should be sent in as 
soon as Mandvie may be taken, and 
the commandant of the detachment, 
assisted by Dhunjro Shah Bebramund 
Khan, remain in charge till furthetf 
orders, r 

6th, This is nay opinion of the pre« 
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lent state of circumstances, and I beg 
Je*vc respect fully to Submit it to you. 

I have the honour to be. 
Your obedient, 

Humble servant, 
(Signed) N. Chow, Chief. 
Surat, 19 (h February , 1810 , 

Occurrences for May. 

May 2. On Monday afternoon 
arrived in the harbour, the honourable 
company’s regular ships CuflneJls, cap- 
tain Welbank, and the Thomas Hench- 
man, of Bombay, captain Brown, from 
China. 

These ships bring intelligence that 
the intei rupt ion to the trade, which 
had taken place, in consequence of 
the death of a Chinese, had been ter- 
minated amicably ; and it seems ex- 
temely probable, that the whole affair 
was nothing more than a contrivance 
of the Mandanns, to delay the fleet 
during their negotiation with the 
Lad rones. 

It appears that a dead Chinese had 
been found in Hog Lane, and that 
there were trerflendons wounds on the 
body, but it had more the appearance 
of having been inflicted after death 
than before, and that the witnesses 
brought forward on ihe occasion, were 
of the lowest and most abandoqpd 
description, and from the nature of 
their testimony, there was every rea- 
son ro believe they had been taught 
their lesson. 

But what seemed to strengthen this 
suspicion more than any other circum- 
N stance, was the manner in which they 
had Anally adjusted the business, 
“ every exertion is to be used during 
the passage home, to discover the per- 
petrator of the deed, and in the event 
of detection, he is to be tried by the 
law of England,” this is “ China cus- 
tom/ 1 with a vengeance, 

Tehran, 2d Aprily 1809. 

Sir, 

We the undersigned, who have wit- 
nessed the many difficulties which have 
attended your mission to this court, 
and the signal#uocess that has at length 

crowded a U jew weaiurei* to 


memorafion of so happy an event, 
in admiration of your ability, and in 
gratitude for your attention to our 
comfort and happiness, have requested 
Mr. Morier, on his ai rival in England, 
to cause a va^e to be made, of which 
we now take the liberty to beg your 
kind acceptance. 

(Signed) James Morif.r, 

Thos. H. Sheridan-, 
James Sutherland, 
Sr. John Blacker, 

• Henry Willock, 

James V. Campbell, 
Jatfer Ally Kh\n. 

Tn Sir Harford Jones, hart. His Ma • 
ys'y's Envoy Et h a<n dinar y, ami 
Mm? stir Plenipotentiary af the Coitit 
of Persia. 

Teheran, 2d A pi il , 180C), 
Gentlemen, 

Mr. Moner has delivered your very 
obliging and flattciiug letter, notifying 
your intention of presenting me with 
a piece of plate, 

1 accept this token of your esteem 
with the greatest gratitude and respect, 
and however little I may think myself 
deserving of some expressions you haves 
made use of, I shall ever tetain ihc 
liveliest sense of the honour you have 
con fen ed on me. 

It is certain the success of H. M.'s 
mission at this court, has been mate- 
rially promoted by the propxiety of 
conduct, and affability of manner* 
which the gentlemen attached to it, 
have muformly manifested towards the 
Persians; a circumstance I must ever 
recollect, with that delight which 
warm-) the heart cf cveiy Briton, when 
in a foreign country he hears hist coun- 
trymen spoken of with respect andpraise* 
1 intreat you, gentlemen, to accept 
my most fervent and most affectionate 
wishes for vour health and future^ros- 
perity, and to. consider tne as being 
with respect and truth, 

Your obliged humble servant, 
(Signed) HAftfQRD Jones. 

To James Morier , Esq. ^thos\ H, She- 
ridan , Esq. James Sutherland , Esq, 
St, John Blacker , Esq, ‘ Henry 
IVillock , Esq. James V. CampUu, 
Esq , Jcfffer AUy Khan • 
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May 1 6 .*— Sessions of Oyer and 
Terminer. On Saturday last, the quar- 
terly sessions of Oyer and Terminer, 
and gaol deliveiy, commenced before 
Sir James Mackintosh, knight, and 
his associates, R. Stenait, Esq. mayor, 
S. Beaufort and J. Lcckie, E^qrs. al- 
dermen. 

Grand jury. 

Charles Forbes F.bq. Foreman. 

* George Lukin ; Mr. T. Harris; C. Sbnb- 
rick; J II. Felly ; W. B T. Crosier- T. 
Riddock ; J. Williams , Robenson , T Tur- 
ner ; Win. Mackintosh. N 'Fucker; J M 
Crawford ; C Keys ; C. Learnumtb , I . K. 
Lloyd; J Bavin ; T. H Davu-. , F. Lad- 
der , J. G. Remington ; J. Shrapacu ; a:.d 
P. Brown ; F.s^rs. 

The honorable the recorder s»hoitly 
addressed the grand jury and seated, 
that dm mg the six years he had been 
in India, it Ind been his singular hap- 
piness ne\or cnee to have had occasion 
to perform the tumble duties of his 
situation which require the sacrifice of 
human life 3 but lie feared, from the 
appearance of the present calendar, 
containing four murders, that this pri- 
vilege was on the eve of being brought 
to a conclusion ; and that it would be 
necessai y for him to shew his regard 
for human life m the exeici-seof other 
feelings than those of lenity. 

I11 the course of tlu* sessions, which 
commenced on the 12th, and termi- 
nated on the I 4 ih, the following ar- 
raignments and tr.als took place 
Cuast'iiiune Diego, ail European Por- 
tuguese sea-cunny, was eh irged, on two 
separate indict men's, with the murder 
of bbaiiv Jayed, a C a lasse, and Secca 
Chunda Luieia, a Go. vie, on the 5 th of 
April last. The jury found him guilty 
of manslaughter on t"u h, and for each 
offence he u as sentenced to be impri- 
soned for six months in the gaol of 
Bombay. 

Hugh Maclean, a matrass of artillery 
in the »ervico of ilu. honorable company 
on the B >mbay c>tablisbnu nr, was 
indicted for the itilikIct of Patrick Co- 
nolly, another, nifltro»s, on the bth July, 
near Hie fort of Ma Ilia. 

It appeaftM^, in evidence, that on 
the evenmg $f/The day 0:i which the 
fhf' of M •tifiifriri b'en so gall.inily ta- 
ken by stand, the pri m - and the 


deceased had quarrelled and fought;, 
that the deceased; being the stronger 
man of the two, had got the better of 
the prisoner, that the prisoner, after 
the scuffle was over, had gone' to the 
guard-room, which was distant about a 
hundred yards, had taken a bayonet, 
thence, which he concealed uuder some 
part of his dress, had returned to the 
place where Conolly was, and enga- 
ging in a second scuffle with Conolly, 
ga\e him the mortal wound with the 
bayonet, of which he died, lie was 
found guilty, but being recommended 
to mercy by the jury, was sentenced 
to he transported for seven years to 
New South Wales. 

James Aherne, a rr itross of artil- 
lery in the same service, was indicted 
for the wilful murder of Dhurma 
Gooned, Hindoo, a police sepoy on 
the 17th March last. 

The prisoner had been on guard at 
the Bazar gate of Bombay on that 
day ; on his return to his quarters, he 
had unfortunately got intoxicated, and 
on the road he met with the horse- 
keeper of ah officer, earning ivs mas- 
ty’s bwnid, which he wresied from 
lima. He proceeded on i.U waj , till 
lie came near tlw Chukce where the 
deceased was sitting, when, witnout 
any provocation having been given, 
he assaulted the sepoy and struck him 
several blows with the sword, one of 
which inflicted a wound of gi eat length 
anefedepth on the skull, which enteied 
the brain, and was the cause of his 
death. 

The prisoner, who had been followed 
all along by'the horse-keeper, was af- 
ter this traced by him into a Parsec 
liquor shop, where, with the assistance 
of two Hindoos, the sword was for- 
cibly taken from him. The prisoner 
escaped, but he was the next morn- 
ing recognised on parade by the horse- 
keeper an?! the Hindoos, and accord- 
ingly taken into custody. He attempt- 
ed to prove an alibi in defence, but 
failed, and ibe honorable the recorder 
passed sentence of death in nearly the 
following terms : A 1 

" James Aherne, — You have been 
convicted of a murder, i# many of its 
circumstances of a highly aggravated 
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nature. The man whom you murder- 
ed vvas unoffending and incapable of 
resistance. — As far as in you lay, you 
dishonoured the names of a soldier 
and a Briton ; both which honourable 
names ought to have reminded yon, 
that you were sent into this country to 
protect, not to destroy, the lives of its 
innocent inhabitants. You must not 
deceive yourself so far as to imagine, 
that these names are no v any recom- 
mendation to the lenity of this sourt. 
There may be countries so unhap- 
py, as in the administration of justice, 
to prefer th< ir countrymen to sti an- 
gers. The courts of your country have 
for ages been pure f rom the * suspicion 
of such abominations, and we dare not 
wish the prevalence of them among 
our worst enemies as a punishment of 
their otfences. 

“ That you are ,a British soldier, t hat 
the murdered man is a defenceless na- 
tive of India, unknown to us even by 
name, are the circumstances which 
call for all the severity of justice. 

“ We can discover no circumstance 
of mitigation in your case, which can 
be mentioned here, without appear- 
ing to sanction principles in the utmost 
degree perilous to society. The state 
of your mind, when you committed 
this dreadful act, may be an available 
plea before the tribunal that will judge 
the heart, but it cannot be here re- 
cognized by us who judge outward 
actions with a view only to the safety 
of men and the peace of the commu- 
nity. 

It remains, therefore, that I advise 
you to employ the short remainder 
of your life in humble efforts to purify 
your heart from those disorderly and 
malignant passions which have brought 
you to an untimely end ; and thus 
qualifying yourself for that happiness^ 
which the benevolence of God will 
assuredly bestow on all his creatures 
who are capable of enjoying it.". 

The recorder then pronounced the 
usual sentence of death, to be exe*- 
cuted on Monday the 28 th of May. 

May 26 th. — 1st. The honourable 
the governor fn counci lof Bombay, in 
testimony of their entire approbation 
of the long and faithful services of 


Peerboy Seemjee Syrang, take this op- 
portunity of histetiring from the ma- 
rine, to make an especial record of the 
distinguished instances of his zeal, bra- 
very, and professional merit. 

2d. Peerboy Seemjee was born at 
Gogo, in the gulph of Bombay 5 he en- 
tered the marine service of the honour- 
able, company, at a very early age, and 
was promoted successively, from the 
station of a Inscar, to that of a Tindal 
and Syrang, and at length to the dig- 
nify of commander. 

3 d. He was present at the capture of 
Surat, Malwan, Raree, Broach, and 
Basecn j and vvas employed on the ex- 
pedition to Bussora, against Solomun 
Chaub, under commodore Nisbit, on 
all which services he obtained the 
marked approbation and applause of 
his commanding officers. 

4 th. He has performed various gal- 
lant actions, and captured many of the 
daring pirates, who committed depre- 
dations on the trade of this presidency; 
and when commanding the Gatton 
aimed bo.'t, proceeding to Jumbuseer, 
with a convoy, he fell 111 with, and en- 
gaged five piratical vessels, of Which he 
sunk one, captured another, and the re- 
mainder effected their escape by flight. 

5 th. When in command of the 
Hart, armed boat, he was sent from 
Bombay to Surat, with treasure, 
amounting to three lacs of rupees : on 
his reaching Surat roads, he found two 
French privateers lying there, in con- 
sequence of which, in a most judicious 
manner, to avoid capture, he ran over 
the Malacci bank, where, from tho 
danger of its navigation, the French 
vessels declined following him, and, ill 
a most seaman-like manner, at the top 
of high water, weighed, and passing 
close round Toddy bank, to windward 
of the enemy, effected his escape into 
Surat river, and safely landed the 
whole of the treasure. 

6th As a reward for his able, deter- 
mined, and officci-Jike conduct, the 
honouiable governor Boddam presented 
him with a gold medal, entitled “ the 
reward of merit,” which medal was 
renewed and enlarged in the year 1802 , 
under the administration of the honor- 
able Jonathan Duncan, Esq. 
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7th. On another occasion, when 
in command of the* Chaser, armed 
boat, and having (33 boats under convoy, 
he fell in with 22 piutical vessels, 
which atia« ked his convoy, and cap- 
tured thitic boats, but he succeeded m 
effecting their re-captuie, notwith- 
standing the nnmeious iiieshe had to 
contend with. 

8ih In toward of sei vices so rntc, 
during the loiv; penod of AQ years, the 
honourable tin* governor in council 
lias permitted the gallant veteran to Re- 
tire upon the full pay and allowances 
Of hi* rank, with the provision ot a 
moiety to his wives, if they survive 
him, and to promote Iusmjii, 

IVorboy, to the command oi the Cha- 
ser, and it is hoped, that this honourable 
tiibute to his meiits, will at once incite 
his osterity to emulate hi* noble ex- 
ample, assured as they ate ot ttl'imate 
rewaid from the justice of a Diitish 
government. 

Given under my hand, at Bomba) 
Castle, this nineteenth day of May, 
18 10 . 

. Adjourned sessions nj Oner and Termi- 
ner, and gt uetnf ymd tit livery. 

Wednesday, 2d J ot May, the court 
having met, pursuant UJ adjournment, 
the following petition was read. 

To the honourable Sir James HI at kin - 
tosh , Recouier , &c. 

My Lord, 

Impressed with n deep sense of re- 
spect for your lordship’s mild and li- 
beral administration of public justice, 
and entei taming a due veneration for 
that clemency and compassion with 
which the laws of our country have 
been dispensed, under your benign in- 
fluence, vve are induced to addie^s 
your lordship in behalf of a prisoner, 
who is now under sentence of death. 

We should not have presumed to pre- 
sent to your consideration this subject, 
had we not been eucou raged to hope /bat 
|he humanity which has so eminently 
distinguished your exalted situation, 
will pardon' the motives which induce 
us to represent the prisoner’s former 
gc4d character during the period he 
top belonged to the artillery ; under 
llri* impression, and trusting that the 
crime for which he is to suffer, was 


not the result of premeditated revenge f 
we most earnestly implore your lord- 
ship to extend towards the culprit, 
that mercy, which the legislature has, 
in its wisdom, placed in vour hands j 
and in the exercise <>f which authority, 
your lotdship has manifested a benevo- 
lence which must ever conspicuously 
reflect the highest honour on your pub- 
lic and private character. 

We have the honor to be, 

MY LOUD, 

Your lordilnp’s very obedient, 

and most humble tenants, 
John Bailie, lieur.-col. comdg. artil. ; 
Samuel Carter, major j William Smith, 
captain ; H. Hessman, captain ; Henry 
W. Keily, captain; Richard Whish, 
captain ; ft. Hauly, lieutenant *, W. D. 
Robeiisnn, lieutenant - f Chailes Ovans, 
lieutenant fire-wonter ; H. Dumbo- 
ben, lieutenant fire-vvoiker ; Stratfoid 
Powell, lieutenant life-vvoiker. 

r l*he rccuidei observed, that the 
court listened with gicat respect to 
the recommendation of a bod) uf gen- 
tlemen so highly respectable, and who 
on the present occasion, appeared in a 
character so worthy of Biitish officers 
as that of the guaulians and protectors 
of me soldiers under I heir command : 
every proposition favourable to huma- 
manity wa* peculiarly becoming and 
giareful in a military body, because 
their professional ch iracter shielded it 
fiom the suspicion of feebleness. 

He said, that he should also con- 
sider this application as a pledge, that 
if recruiu of dangerous chaiacter 
should find their way into the corps of 
artillery, the officers would carefully and 
vigilantly employ ail the resources of 
military authority to protect the com- 
munity from the depredations and out- 
rages which might be apprehended 
(jfrom such recruits. 

From respect for this recommenda- 
tion, and for the circumstances of miti- 
gation to which it adverted, with a 
very commendable caution and reserve, 
the court would, according to the 
power vested in it J?y the statute XL, 
George 111. C. S. 79* 13, commute the 
punishment of death jjp the case of 
James Aherne into that of transporta- 
tion |or life. 
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Occurrences for June . 

June 1 (5.— Accounts from t lie gulph, 
announce the death of two most valu- 
able officers, captain Grant and cornet 
Fotheringhani, who were murdered by 
a freebooter of the name of Kulb Ali 
Khan, belonging to a Persian tribe, 
but who has many years settled in the 
Turkish territories. 

It appeals that captain Grant and# 
Mr. Fotheringhani had left Bagdad in 
the latter end of Match, with an in- 
tention of proceeding to Ispahan by 
the route of the Beni Sam country, 
and the mountains at the back of it. 
A man of the name of Hyder, had 
been engaged as a guide, and who 
conducted them as far as the village ot 
Mundulgcem, where they remained 
one night ; the following day they 
marched again, and halted without the 
village of Mundulche, where they 
remained one night. Hyder the guide 
is said to have secretly communicated 
to Kulb Ah Khan Filee the intelli- 
gence of their amval there. 

Shoitly after the party was met by a 
few of Kulb Ali Khan’s horsemen, 
who told them that the Khan was at 
the head, and desired a Pesheush, which 
the gentlemen readily agreed to give 
him j while they were talking, the 
Khan came up, accompanied by twenty- 
one horsemen, and behaved very po- 
Jitely to the gentlemen, saying that he 
would set them on their road, and 
requested their company to his place 
of encampment ; when they weie no 
sooner alighted than he fell upon them; 
Captain Grant teceived a mortal 
wound fiom a carbine ball, while 
mounting his horse ; the rest surien- 
dered j after the Khan had searched 
their baggage, lie bound the only 
Christians of the party, namely Mr. 
Fotheringham, and his Armenian ser- 
vant, a cook and a syce, and was pro- 
ceeding to put them to death* ; they 
offered a thousand sequins each for 
their ransom, which was refused. The 
Khan desired them to become Mussul- 
mcn ; they said they would, provided 
he took an oath to let them go after- 
wards ou their way $ without making 


any reply, he bound their hands be- 
hind them, and shot them one after the 
other. — The above account is principal- 
ly taken from the report made to a 
person who had been dispatched by 
Mr. Rich, to a small town on the 
fi under to negotiate with Kulb Ali 
Khan for the release of the gentlemen $ 
their melancholy fate not having been 
at first known. This person, on his 
arrival at Bedne, found captain Grant’s 
Hindoostanee servant, with some others 
who had escaped This account cor- 
responds nearly with that received at 
Tahcran from the Persian Prince, at 
Kcrmanshaw. 

The account, however, given by the 
guide, who is directly charged with 
ticachery in the account from Ker- 
manshaw, and who is also strongly 
suspected of it by Mr. Pfich, varies in 
some respect from this He says that 
when tkey had got above a day’s jour- 
ney fiom Mondeli, he wanted to take 
captain Grant by a more direct and 
safe route, but that captain Grant 
1*1 L'd out paper on which was 
sketched hi a route, and insisted oil 
going through the mountains to Ker- 
tumabacL The guide represented to 
him the dangcis and almost impossi- 
bility of that route ; as they must pass 
through a dtfile infested by a robber, 
meaning Kulb Ali Khan, who would 
at least strip them and make them pri- 
soners. Captain Giant, however, re- 
mained deaf to his remonstrances, and 
at last obliged him to accompany him ; 
on arriving at the defile, Kulb Ali 
Khan met them, and in an instant 
Ins people weie mixed with cap- 
tain Grant's escort. The guide called 
out to captain Giant not to fire, and 
there would be no harm done m K but at 
that moment captain Grant snapped a 
pistol at the Khan, which was returned 
by a shot from a carbine that struck 
captain Grant in the lower part of the 
belly, and he instantly fell to the 
ground j the guide says he himself 
was severely wounded and had 
one of his ears cut ofif. Mr. Fother- 
ingham and the rest of the party were 
not hurt, and the Khan took them pH 
away with them. The guide had. not 
made his appearance at Bagdad, which. 
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together with other suspicious cir- 
cuits: ances, had induced Mr. Rich to 
take steps to have him seized. 

Junt 23 — On Tuesday last his ma* 
jesty's ship the Mi.ulen, of 74 guns, 
built in ihenew docks of this presi- 
liencv by Jemsetjee Bomanjee, was 
floated into the sti earn at hi ;h water, 
after the usual ceremony of breaking 
the bottle had been performed by the 
honorable the governor. 

The dav was unusually fine; and 
she proceeded from the dock to hfr 
mootings without damage or difficul- 
ty. 

Tins interesting spectacle took place 
in the presence of some thousands Qf 
spectators, multitudes of whom had 
come fmm the neighbouring continent, 
attracted by the novelty and singularity 
of the scene 

In having produced the Min den, 
Bombay h entitled to the distinguished 
praise of nruviding the first and only 
Brifisii .ship of th(* line buil* out of the 
limits of the mother country ; and in 
the opinion of very compdfent pulg($, 
r the Mindon, for Ik u.ty of construe- 
fun, and strength of frame, aiav stand 
in comp' titton with any pnan of war 
that has come out of the rno^t celebra- 
ted dock y>nLof Great Britain. 

For t fie skill of its :« r t h.teit*, for 
the superiorly of its timber, arid for 
tlie excellence of its docks, Bombay 
may now claim a di-tinguished place 
amongst naval :ir<=ena s 

It will be gratilyng ro thr>«o who 
take an interest in the progte^s of na- 
*val architecture, with the finest tim- 
ber win ~b the earth pro luces for such 
important purpose*,, to read the fol- 
lowing extract horn a letter, lately re- 
ceived from a d^tingnihed naval cha- 
racter now in England. 

“ Jen^atjee may well be proud of 
his frigate; the Salute sails as well 
as any of our fr.g, lies, stands up bet- 
ter, and had any other ship been frozen 
up in the Bailie, as she was for some 
week*,, captain Bathurst says she would 
nor fnve siopd tiie buffeting of the ice 
one day ; whereas she came off unhurt. 
He says it was wonderful the shocks 
she stood duriog heavy gales.” 


- Occurrences for July* 

July 1st. — The honorable the go- 
vernor in council is pleased to direct 
that the following extract, from the 
commands of the court of directors, 
under date the 17th of January, be 
published in order. 

Extract of a letter from the honorable 
the court of diret tors in the military 
• department, dated ] Jth. Jan. J 810 . 

Vara. U)7.— We highly approve of 
your zealous and successful endeavours 
to reduce the military expenses of your 
presidency, in which ur observe, with 
much satisfaction, that ) m have been 
most cordially and ably assisted by your 
militai v auditor general, captain Hay, 
and the inembeis of } our medical 
board, Di. Hclenus Scon, and Dr. 
William Sand with, and vve desire that 
you w'ill signify to those officers, the 
high nonse vve entertain of t heir lauda- 
ble and upright discharge of their du- 
ties as conscientious servants of the 
company. 

True extract, 

(Signed ) W. Newnhvm. 

vSec. to Govt. 
July 21 st — Henry Salt. esq. depu- 
ted on a mission to Abyssinia, arrived 
here on Monday last on boird the Ma- 
rian, captain ^Veatherhe.id, bound for 
London, which wasdiiven in by stress 
of weather and want ol repairs. 

Mr Salt left England in March, J8O9, 
he touched at Madeira, and at the 
Capo, whence admiral Bertie afforded 
him convoy to Mosaiftbique; from Mo- 
zambique Mr. Salt pn (ceded to Adecn, 
where he visited the Sultaiin, and then 
through the Straits to Mocha. Here 
he made his preparations for prosecut- 
ing the objects of his mission into 
Abyssinia. In December Mr. Salt 
crossed over to the opposite coast 
where a new port being discovered on 
tliis occasion, at Amphyla, he endea- 
voured, and at length with great diffi- 
culty succeeded in gaining communi- 
cation with his excellency the Ras 
Willed Selasic, or viceroy of Tigre. 
He concerted measutes with the Ras 
to meet bis people at Massowah. Here 
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lie arrived On the — of February, and 
found the chieftain Debile and Mr. 
Pearce, who had been left in Abjssinia, 
with a view of acquiring the native 
languages. Mr. Salt soon after set 
out for Antalow, where he arrived af- 
ter a month's journey, the chief diffi- 
culty attending which, was the trans- 
mission of two curricle guns through 
bo mountainous a country. 

At Antalow Mr. Salt found the Fas, 
with whom he continued until May : 
when, having happily succeeded in ef- 
fecting the principal objects of his mis- 
sion, lie returned to the sea coast, vi- 
siting Axum in his way, and foi innate- 
ly reached Mocha in the early part of 
June. 


The following melancholy occur- 
rence took place on Sunday night last, 
in this ha 1 hour. Captain Fej, of the 
Duncan, having dined on shore that 
day, went on hoard his ship in compa- 
ny with his brother at six o’clock. I hey 
afterwards visited the Mary country 
ship, and ret* rued to the Duncan 
about nine, and went to bed. In the 
morning captain Fea was missing ; the 
clothe-, which he had on the night be- 
fore were still m his cabin ; his brother, 
who slept immediately over him in the 
same cabin, was not dist 111 bed by any 
noiw or movement dining the night. 

It is snppo-ed that he went on deck, 
and by some accident fell overboard, 
and not being able to swim, was unfor- 
tunately drowned. The body h^> not 
yet been found. 

July 2 si h — The Earl Camden, In- 
diaman, has been destroyed by fire. 

This unfortunate accident took place 
on the night of the 23d instant, be- 
tween the hours of twelve and one 
o’clock. 

The fire broke out in the gun room, 
and instantly raged with such violence, 
that every endeavour to extinguish it 
proved ineffectual. 

An attempt was made to scuttle her 
but in vain. 

The flames 5:9011 obtained complete 
possession of the ship ; the crew were 
obliged to^quit her, and she drifted up 
the harbour, presenting an awful but 
magnificent spectacle of a floating mass 


of fire. She was fortunately the inner- 
most ship, and to leeward of all, he 
rest. No lives were lost. We have 
not learnt what occasioned this acci- 
dent. 

Occurrences for August, 

On Monday the honotuable there* 
corder gave judgment in thecrim. con. 
cases cf Duwc v. Bond, and Phillips 
v. Con* per. The judgment in both 
oases was for the plaint ills, 'damages 
J 0,000 rupees. 

August 8th. — 'Ibis day the 8 per 
cent loan closed, pursuant to notice. 

Occurrences for September. 

Bombay Castle, Sept. 2d. — The 
bonnuiable lieutenant - general John 
Abercrombie, the commander in-chief 
at this presidency, having left India 
on \ tempoi ary destination winch may 
engage his professional attention for 
several months; it his been in con- 
•sequence resolved by goserrment, that 
during such interval, or till further 
orders, ^the provisional command of 
the forces devolve on, and stand vested 
in, major - general Kenneth Mac- 
pherson, the senior officer on the staff ; 
who will moreover take his seat at, 
and discharge, for the same period, 
the duties of acting president of the 
military board ; subject at the same 
time to such occasional instructions 
or direction'*, as he may eventually 
receive fiom the commander-in-chief, 
on any points connected with the dis- 
cipline, and good older of the army. 

Sett. )Oih — Brigadier-general 
Malcolm and his suite, left Tebriz. 
on the 23d of July, to proceed by the 
way of Hamadcn to Bagdad. He is 
expected to reach this presidency in 
November. 

At his audience of leave a new or- 
der was conferred on the geneial by 
the king of Persia ; the insignia of 
which is a star having in the centre 
of it a lion and the sun. As a mark 
of peculiar distinction the star was 
presented to the general by the king's 
own hand, aud the gift* was accom- 
panied by the strongest expressions 
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of favour and regard. At the same 
time a firman was made out appoint- 
ing him a Khan. 

The king and the prince Abbas 
Alirza ret | nested general Malcolm to 
remain in thus country in a military 
capacity, and to conduct the campaign 
against the Russians. In this request 
Sir Harford Jones joined. To tlm re- 
quest however the genet al did not 
think proper to accede. 

The Russians have taken possession 
of \1 egret;, a strong post on the Aiaxes* 
commanding a pimcip.il foul over that 
river. It is gariLsoned by sou Rus- 
sian* ; n camp of .5000 Persians is 
formed in its neighbourhood ; in the 
face of winch a convoy of stoics and 
provisions, under the chaige of two 
handled Russians, was lately success- 
fully thi own into Monroe. 

Sept. 11. G. N. — .some disappoint- 
ments having o<Tuir?d to imiiv tduals, 
by the close, on tiie iih of August 1 1 st, 
of the Jate loan, at a .shelter notice 
than seems to ba\ e, in several instances, 
been contemplated the lionuuiable 
the governor in council, — desirous to 
extend the means of accommodaion 
to those who may stand jo t8nt pie- 
dicamont, — as ue!i as generally to 
such poisons as may yet have in view 
to pay money into the tirasurv ; is 
pleased to nuiity th«t a .supplemental 
loan, on the condition'* of the list, 
ba> been this day opened, lor cash 
subscription?, or an' housed public 
demands inclusive of such buliion, 
or foreign coin, as may he tendered 
at prices not exceeding the mint rates ; 
without .subjecting owners of the lat- 
ter description ot funds to await, 
during the existing ob>ti uction to Cir- 
culation, the pciiod of its mintage 
into rupees." 

Sarr. 12. — The swoid piwnfcd 
by tile oiiicers ot the Bomba) h*rci- 
bies to captain Campbell, ii^s latdy 
been received fiom England by the 
Castlercagh, and is an elegant piece 
of workmanship, executed by Run- 
dell and Bridge, under the direction 
of major Fawcett. 

The following is the inscription m 
it. 

Presented to captaiu Alexander 


Campbell, of thecjth Bombay- regiraenf 
Native infantry, late Adjutant of the 
Bombay tenable regiment, as a testi- 
mony of the high sense of the man- 
ner in which he conducted the duties 
of his station, whilst attached to the 
tenable regiment, and which was 
equally creditable to himself, advan- 
tageous to the public, and satisfactory 
to tlu- oiiicers of the corps. 

John Fell, lieutenant-colonel j Charles 
1‘orbes, major ; James Law, major; 
H. Shank, JdLeckie, J. Hunger- 
ford, William Kenecly, J. Cumber- 
lege, J. Douglas, William Craw- 
ford, Francis Warden, captains ; 
J. Williams, eaptam-lHutenant ; J. 
Halli r, I) D. Inglis, J. Forbes, S, 
M. TJniepland, J. C. Rerningtou, 
G. C. Osborne lieutenants. 

Captain If'. Coirpir, Bombay engineers, 
C Sfc. &c. 

Sin, — Ft has been impossible for 
the merchants of Bombay to view, 
without the most lively interest, the 
institution and progress of the great 
wo! its accomplished bv you, in the 
Dock Y. nd at this presidency; which, 
while the 1 )' allbrd facilities tovvaids the 
i uiisti uction and rcpuiis of hjs majes- 
ty’s navy, v/ludi no British poit out of 
Europe can boast, must essentially 
cor.tr dure to the accommodation of 
our snipping; the means of which 
have liitlieito borne no proportion to 
thtik'nmmcrcc of this settlement. 

We fed gratitude lor the success 
of youi persevering labour, combined 
with tulmiiation ot the consummate 
skill, winch appears to have been 
displayed in the construction of the 
two clocks, capable of containing 
the largest slips ol the line; which, 
whet her the durability of the struc- 
ture, or the beauty of their form and 
propoi lions be considered, we believe, 
no works f ji similar purposes in any 
pai‘ of the world can excel. 

In token of these sentiments, we 
have sincere pleasure in congratulating 
you, on the completion of this mag- 
nificent undertaking, so important to 
the naval and commei^lal interests of 
the East, and as commemorative of the 
sense wo entertain of your eminent 
public services, we request you will 
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*Jo U9 the honour to accept a vase of 
‘the value of two hundred guineas. 

We have the pleasure to subscribe 
ourselvea. 

Sir, 

Your mo-it obedient servant, 
(Signed) Fokbks and Co. 

B u u i; r , Fa wcett and Co. 
Shoiten, CALOKuandCo. 
Briscoe and Beaufort, 
John Lkckie, 

Df. Soui a and Co* 

B 2 Hth September, f8 1 0. 

To Al^sts Foifes and Co. Bruce , Faw- 
cett and Co Shot ton , Colder and 
Co Briscoe and Heaufwt* John 
Leckie . and De Sousa and Co. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to acknowledge 
the icccipt of your very fl.meririg and 
unexpected address of the 28th instant, 
conveying your # opinion ot the new 
dock'* lately constructed at t hi ^ place, 
and re<|i:e-.ting my acceptance of a 
va-'U. as a dui.ioie token of the senti- 
ments you hive been pleased to ex- 
press. 

it was my good lb; nine to be e.lled 
on by tuc government for the execu- 
tion ot ^i«s arduous undertaking, and 
I am proud to find that my services 
have been considered by so very re- 
specfableabody j" the British merchants 
of Bombay, as likely to adv nice the 
commercial interests ot this important 
settlement % 

The terms in which you have done 
me the honor of commending the per- 
formance of the great undertaking, 
very far surpass its intrinsic merits $ 
and the munificent present which you 
have offered to my acceptance, I am 
convinced is more a proof of that ge- 
nerous feeling with which you are ever 
disposed to view the effoits of an in- 
dividual, if applied with zeal in a pnb 
lie cause, than of a just estimate of 
those deserts which have appeared en- 
titled to such distinguished notice. 

I beg you to receive nfy grateful 
thanks, and believe me with great re- 
spect* 

Gentlemeft, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 
(Signed) W. Cowfer. 

Bombay 30 th September , 1810* 


Bombay Castle , 2 th September , 1810. 

The honorable the governor in coun- 
cil, having had repeated occasion to 
observe that officers revolting to Bom- 
bay for the benefit of their health from 
the military establishment of Fort Saint 
George, delay, without apparent ne- 
cessity, their applications for leave to 
go home on sick certificates, until 
there is no longer time to obtain an 
answer from their own government, 
thereby obliging that of this presiden- 
cy to extend its sanction to their de- 
parture under circumstances, which 
cannot be here so appropriately deter- 
mined on, as at Madras. 

It is accordingly signified, that iti 
future this government will not be dis- 
posed to exercise any extraneous in- 
terposition of this description, unless 
in those special instances in which it 
may be clearly made to appear, that 
the officers application tor leave could 
not reasonably be expected to have 
been preferred in due time, to the 
government of the presidency to which 
he belongs. 

By o;der of the honorable the go- 
vernor m council, 

W. Nrwnham, 
Sec. to govt. 

G. O The superintendent announces 
to the service, that the honorable the go- 
vernor in council has been pleased, in 
terms die most flattering to his feel- 
ings, to accept the tender of ho; resig- 
nation ot the high and respectable of- 
fice which he has so long had the ho- 
nor to fill. 

In retiring from his public station 
it is not without emotions of regret, 
that the superintendent separates him- 
self from a corps, whose individual 
welfare, and collective prosperity, it 
has been the invariable and anxious 
wish of his heart to piomote. — In 
whatever situation he may hereafter 
be placed, he will continue to feel tbo 
liveliest interests in its success, and 
will be happy, on all occasions, to 
demonstrate the sincerity of the sen- 
timents which, as the last act of his 
official duty, he considers it incum- 
bent on him to express and to record. 

Upon the superintendent’s resigna- 
tion, the honorable the governor in 
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council has deemed it expedient, un- 
der existing circumstances, to assume 
the charge of the dimes of his oflico, 
and to appoint captain Hamilton, the 
superintendent's assistant, secretary to 
government, in the marine depart- 
ment. 

In pursuance of thi; resolution, all 
applications or reports, winch have 
lie remfore been made to the supenn- 
teddeiU, or aiV) implementations, Re- 
quiring the decision of the Imuniable 
the governor in cmmH, au\ after this 
date hereof, to be ndilir^ul to captain 
Hamilton, under his nth ml design i- 
tion, lie being 1U0, from this period, 
the ordinary channel of !<si*jng all thi 
orders of government, in the same de- 
partment. 

With respect to point* of inferior 
moment, and of diurnal detail, on 
which the superintendent and ho pre- 
decessors have been in the habit of is- 
suing vetbnl directions — these are, in 
like manner, to be subject to the 
orders of the honorable the governor 
th rough the secretary in the marine 
depaiiment. 

By command of the superintendent, 
(Signed) W. J. Hamilton. 
Bombay, 30 th September , * 1 8 1 (). 

Occurrences for October. 

Resolutions of Council , dated 5th 
October. 

William Taylor Money , Esq having 
preferred a request to be permitted to 
resign the office of superintendent of 
the marine, in view to circumstances 
connected with the welfare of his fa- 
mily ; the governor in council cannot 
withhold his acquiescence in an ap- 
plication, in which considerations of 
so interesting a description are so deep- 
ly involved. 9 

After the gratifying experience of 
the constant attention, the acknow- 
ledged ability, and professional at- 
tainments that Mr. Money has so uni- 
formly displayed in this responsible de- 
partment; the governor in council can- 
not reccftve^ without a correspondent 
degree v df; reluctance and concern, 
that gentleman’s resignation, of an of- 
fice , of which he has during several 


years continued in a manner as credi- 
table to himself as advantageous to the' 
public to discharge the duties ; so as to 
justify in a manner the most ample 
that confidence of our honorable em- 
phuers which led to their unanimous 
selection of him for the very impor- 
tant iriiit. 

indc-peud fitly of his professional 
me’ its ; ii is but an act of justice on 
thi'* occasion to declare, that the va- 
riety of other incidental, and m some 
instances, peimduent duties, of not 
Jess importance to the interests of 
the company, (the portoimance of 
which th«" governoi in council has had * 
occasion to commit to th « supeiimen- 
denee and abilities of Mr. Money), 
constitutes an equal satisfactory test of 
the respectability of his quahth atimis, 
and the value of ins serv res, such as 
have ako been enhanced by the wil- 
lingness ami alactily with which this 
gentleman has ar all times undertaken 
those additional occupations 5 invaria- 
bly manifesting, by his conduct in 
them, that disinterested ardour and de- 
votion for the promotion of the public 
welfare, which distinguish the charac- 
ter of a highly zedous, anefr no Jess 
meritorious public functionary. 

By order of the honorable the go- 
vernor in council. 

F. Warren, 
Chief sec. to govt. 

w;t. 6th — In the course of the 
week eight sailors, a corporal, and three 
soldiers belonging to his majesty’s 2 1th 
regiment arrived from Surat. These 
men had been captured in the Ceylon 
and Windham, and had been taken by 
the French to Johanna. 

On the arrival of the ships at Jo- 
hanna, the prisoners were landed and 
lodged under cover of sails put up in 
form ot tents. They complain of the 
short allowance the Frenqji gave them. 

The men above mentioned, together 
with eight others who remain at Su- 
rat, made their escape into the moun- 
tains wete they lay concealed for .about 
eight da) s, till the ijflparture of the 
Frenchmen, which took place on tbp 
20th July. They remained on the is- 
land for about six weeks longer, when 
they took their passage on board an 
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Arab vessel bound for Surat, where 
ahoy at rived after a voyage of twenty 
days. 

Oct. 7*h. — At a meeting of the 
Bobbery hunt, on Sunday last, the 
subscription foi theoiphan children of 
that most respected and lamented offi- 
cer, the late majoi Samuel Carter, was 
introduced, when, with a libeiaiity 
which reflects the highest honour on 
the membeis of that society, and 
which is, indeed, above aJl praise, up- 
wauls of ten thousand rupees were 
contributed. 

Oct. 2qth. — At the adjourned ses- 
s'.ons, held on Monday Iasi, the court 
was occupied the whole of the day, in 
tlietnalof three natives for aeonspi- 
i at y to murder G. C. Osborne, Esq. 
The jin y found them all guilty. 

A: Taylor, a private in bis majesty's 
l^th light dragoons, was found guilty 
of a rape on a child of four years of 
age, and sentenced to lie twice publicly 
whipped, to stand twice in the pillorv, 
with labels expressing his offence, and 
to !.v transported to Ne w South Wales 
for life. 

Oct. dO:h — The mail to the north- 
ward was robbed l^l m^ht-by a gang 
of poisons on the Parell mad ; and on 
die same night, an attack was maul on 
a gentleman belonging to this settle- 
ment by a number of prrsons armed 
u ilh long poles and swords, who stop- 
ped hijcariiage; but the gentleman 
aiming a blow at one of them, rind 
calling out to his coachman to drive 
011, escaped unhurt 

Occurrence a for Not c/h6«.r, 

Nov. 3d. — The Tianspoit Eowajce 
Family arrived at Point dc Galle on 
the 2Jd lilt, with dispatches ot impor- 
tance for the admiral. 

Nov. 17tl^-On Monday, at a spe- 
cial Sessions of Oyer and Tei miner 
and general gaol delivery, Ragonath 
Chinuh Sinoy Luckrniehund Aviehul- 
das, Bugwhau Avichuldas, and .Dad; ■ 
jee Gunputjee, rl^natlvc servants in the 
treasury, were convicted, on the clear- 
est evidence, of a conspiracy to murder 


George Cuming Oiborne, Esq. the 
prewnt sub-treasurer, and sentence 
wa^ passed on the three first for five 
years impi is oiimenl 5 during which 
period they are lo be annually exposed 
in The pillory, twice publicly whipped 
through the bazar, and each to pay a 
fine of ten thousand rupees; and to be 
fui ther imprisoned till the said tine is 
paid. Judgment on Dud.ijcc Gunput- 
jeo was dele 1 red till after a subsequent 
( rial. 

( )n Thursday Inst, Narron Arzoonjee, 
a cluk and rash -keeper in the police 
oilice was found guilty of compiling to 
prevent the tnul and conviction of the 
partus engaged in the above-mentioned 
conspiii.cy ® 

Nov. 24 th. — Yesfefday the special 
se'kiions ot oyer and terminer dosed 
with the trial ot C. J. Biiseoe, esq. 
wir.di Listed three days. He was in- 
dicrtxi for corruptly and wilfully con- 
spiring ujtii others to obstruct and im- 
pede me course of justice, by prevent- 
ing the nidi and eonvicuuir of ceitaiu 
conspirarois to murder Mr. Osborne, 
'lire jury found him guilty, but most 
strongly iccommended him to mercy* 
He was sentenced to be imprisoned in 
tne gaol ot Bombay lor 12 calendar 

momhs.» 

'The following presentment of the 
grand jury was delivered by the fore- 
man, on liu loth ot November, to, 
the honorable the recorder, previously 
to their being dEeharged, with a re- 
quest that it might not he published till 
the roudusK n of tire sessions. At their 
termination yesterday it was read, and 
ordered to be published in the Bombay, 
papers. 

PRESENTMENT of the GRAND 
JURY. 

The grand jury, before they sepa- 
rate after a session of unusual impor- 
tance, and deeply impressed with the 
dangerous tendency of the criminal 
acts, which have recently been the 
subjects of prosecution in this honora- 
ble court, and entertaining a just sense 
of the lamentable cou sequences that 
must have resulted Jiom the impunity 
of crimes so daring, and -still more 
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from those -culpable attempts, which, 
by the result of the late trial, have been 
proved to have been made to stifle in- 
quiry, at the very moment when t lie 
means were aflhrded of detecting per- 
sons concerned in a conspiracy for the 
purpose ot assassination, a crime of 
which Englishmen entertain universal 
Abhorrence, deem it a duty which they 
owe to Mr. Osborne, to express', in 
the most unqualified manner, and with 
all the efficacy which such expression 
is capable of deriving from the higl\ 
nature ot their office, their hearty ac- 
knowledgments for the constant and 
unvaried zeal, which has marked eve- 
ry step of his progress, in Jpringing to 
light so dating and in la mo™ a conspi- 
racy,^ task rendered more arduous 
from the obstructions which have been 
opposed to the discovery ot tiuth. 

It is not, however, merely ou the 
grounds of the great public advantage 
gained by the pi o^ecut ion of the con- 
spirators to conviction, that the jurors 
ore actuated on this occasion, but they 
farther consider Mr. O- borne entitled 
to this tribute ot thanks, from a sense 
of the substantial benefit that must re- 
sult from the effects of his pei ’•ite- 
rance in that branch of the enqnu v, 
which is now demonstrated by the ver- 
dict of the la^t jury, to have been ne^ 
cessary to vindicate the purity and ho- 
nor of British magistracy. 

On this occasion the grand jurors 
cannot avoid stating, that the luminous 
charge, winch was delivered to th<-m 
from the bench on the first day of 
these sessions, has appeared to them in 
embrace interests of such high conse- 
quence to a British community, that 
the public good will he the more essen- 
tially promoted, the more widely it is 
promulgated, and are, therefore, soli- 
citous that so ample a record of the 
duties of jurors and magistrates, should 
at all times be accessible to those who 
have an anxious desire faithfully to dis- 
charge the important duties confided to 
them in those nigh capacities. 

It is not, however, their fellow- 
countrymen alone, who are concerned 
in a knowledge of the clear exposition 
of the law, which that addtess con- 
tained : the morals of the natives of 


every cast and description may, they 
think, essentially improved to their ’ 
benefit, and the general security, by a 
better acquaintance with tho>e princi- 
ples, which form the foundation of 
British jurisprudence. 

The grand jurors are therefore desi- 
rous that the charge of the honorable 
the recorder should be given to tho 
world, in the forcible and impressive 
language of his lordship, as best cal- 
culated to produce the good which it 
was designed to effect : they, therefore, 
request lhat hi* lordship will be pleas- 
ed to cause it to be made public, and 
in the most authentic form. 

(Signed) 

Taylor Money, William Boswell, 
Torlase Crozier, Geoige Cornell is, — 
Thomas Turner, John Smith, Charles 
Shubrick, Julian Sknnc, John Wil- 
liams, Christopher Kobeit Wren, — 
George Vandeput Drury, John Stew- 
art, Henry Robert Whitecoinhe, J. 
Gat borne Remington, Thomas Hugh 
Davis, Geoige Lukin, Evan Lloyd, 
CLailes Keys, John Rivin, William 
Mackintosh, Jam*-* ( aider, Homy 
Garden, .Nicholas Ilankey Smith, — 
John Eotbes. 

f Grand Juty Room, 

10th November, IS 10. 

On im mures lor Da ember* 

C final Oiilcrs. 

Die. 5 . — 'l ho honouiable the go- 
vernor in council has teceivcd with 
sineeie concern, intelligence of tb© 
death of captam Samuel (keen wood, 
ol i he 2d regiment Native Infantry, 
and first assistant to the acting resident 
at Baroda, an officer who has long 
distinguished himself by his qualifica- 
tions to render himself useful to the 
honourable company wherever he 
might be employed ; but particu- 
larly in the province of £uzerat, and 
in the adjoining peninsula of Katty- 
war and in Kutch, of the local inter- 
ests of which countries, and of the 
honourable company as connected 
therewith, be had successfully acquired 
an extensive knowledge under the aus- 
pices of lieutenant-colonel Walker* 
the late resident, between whom t hp 
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Strongest friendship, reflecting credit 
qd both, had subsisted during a series 
of years. 

Dec. 15. — On Monday the institu- 
tion of an animal fair in honour of the 
Hindu deity Bhowauee Sunkeraswer, 
to whom a Pagoda was lately erected, 
niiddearcatcd bySunkersett Baboolselt, 
a respectable Hindu merchant, and in 
which the Leeng, the appropriate sym- 
bols of the god Mahadevv, had been 
biought from the Nerbuddah, was cele- 
brated at his garden on the road to 
Breach Candy, by the performance of 
all the due religious ceremonies, at 
which almost all tin* piincipal Hindoos 
of the place attended. 

The Pagoda was splendidly illumi- 
nated on the occasion, and nume- 
i ous shops were erected on the oppo- 
site bativ fields, and along the garden 
walls 3 and the concourse of people 
who attended the opening of the fair, 
and the performance of the ceremonies 
was so great, that it was haully possible 
to pass along the road. 

Dot ember ]/, 1 H 1 0. 

the honourable the governor in 
council. 

It appearing by the public ptints, 
lately received from the Isle of Eom- 
bon, that captain Robert Elliott, of 
the Military establishment of tins pre- 
sidency, was killed on board his Ma- 
jesi)‘s fngate Africaine in the act*on 
with the Iphigema and Astiea, 
Ficncli ships, on the 15th of Septem- 
ber last, while gallantly performing his 
duty as an officer, for which he had 
volunteered his services j the honour - 
nble the governor in council, after the 
expression of his sincere sympathy m 
the loss of so meritorious an officer, is 
pleased to direct that, in consequence 
of the casualty, the following promo- 
lions take place in the Native Infantry. 

Fifth regiment. 

Captain heui^ant Alexander Gibson, co 
ke captain of a company. 

Lieutenant Charles William Ell wood, to 
he captain lieutenant, and ensign Robe 1 1 
Barber, to be lieutenant in succession to cap- 
tain R. Elliott, deceased,-— Date of tank 14U 
Sept. 1810. N 

Notice by governmsnt. 

li having,— more especially iu view 


to the extension, of late years, of the 
honourable company’s territorial acquit 
sitions in this quarter of India, become 
of the first importance to promote and 
render general a .knowledge of the 
count 1 y languages among the servants 
of the honourable company* and of all 
those exercising offices under it ; this 
is to give notice, that the governor in 
council, pioceeding on the basis, and in 
the spirit of the instructions lately 
transmitted by the honourable the 
court of directors in the J 15th and 
1 1 fit h paragraphs of their commands 
of the I /th ot January last, (prohibi- 
tory of any military officer's attaining 
under the want of a competent-know- 
ledge of the* Hindoustanee, any staffi- 
nppomiment,) has resolved to intro- 
duce the observance of a similar pre- 
ference in appieeiating the pretensions 
of covenanted civil servants, becoming 
candidates for offices, applicable to this 
department of the service ‘ which is 
acco’.dmgly published for general in- 
formation, to the end that none may 
led disappointment at what, under th* 
sanction and example of so high an 
authority, will not fail to be experien- 
ced by those who may omit to qualify 
themselves in the manner which th® 
puipoit of those older* so decidedly 
require. 

The languages, which it is deemed 
the most useful lor official purposes tQ 
possess in this quarter of licha, are the 
If mdoostanee, the Mahulta, Gauze- 
ratty, and the Peisian j and from every 
one on the establishment, it is expected, 
that a couversancy, and the being able 
to correspond, in one or more ot the** 
dialects, will, in the course of twelve 
months, from the hist 01 Januaiy, 181 ) , 
be attained \ after which, from the be- 
ginning of the year JSI'J, the want 
theieof, will not fail to operate to tha 
fullest extent, the eventual exclusions 
above announced; on the like princi- 
ples as were promulgated by the su- 
preme government by its notification, 
under date the 1 1th of December, J798* 
which implies, of course, the claim, 
of every individual to appeal to an ex- 
amination by and consequent report of 
a competent committee, iu the eveut 
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of any one’s considering his pretensions 
to an attainment in the languages, not 
to have l>een sufficiently appreciated ; 
besides which it will rest with govern- 
ment to have recoin -e to the imestiga- 
tion by such a committee, whenever 
they may siy occasion* for it. 

Civil seivauts Incoming candidates for 
judgeship-*, ate also expected to ha\e 
previoudy attained to an intimate ac- 
quaintance with die lawsamt regulations 
enacted by government, for the gui- 
dance. of its judicial officeis in that 
highly consequential branch of the ge- 
neral administration, and to he ready 
and willing to submit to an examina- 
tion of their prolii leucy therein, when- 
ever government shall deem Mich pre- 
Jimiua.y enquiry to be expedient. 

An allowance lor a Native teacher 
of thirty rupees per mcmem, will be 
extended to tiio^e who may be disposed 
to avail themselves of this notice for 
the year ensuing, idler which it will be 
withdrawn. 

By Older of the honourable the go- 
vernor in count ri, 

F. War k^n*. 

C hief Sec. 

Bombay Castle, 31 st I)ic. 1810 . 

Occui retires jor January, 1811 , 

t J\n\ (ith. — The IVislnva, having ex- 
pressed a desire to see the British 
troops at this station perform some 
evolutions, his wish w;h readily com- 
plied with, am! Ins highness having 
fixed on the first of January, in the ai- 
tcruonn, for thN pm pose, he an ived at 
his tents, pitched close to the paiadc, 
between one tuid two o’clock, with a 
numerous tram of a»u*ndants. 

Tiie brigade w is under arms exactly 
at three o’clock, and about lnlf .in hour 
after, his highness m bis pjiankm ca;no 
from Ins lent lo the station allotted 
him «n front of the bihjade, when the 
rev.iiw com mei iied, Accoulii.g to a 
previous arringemenl, by desiieot the 
Peishwa, the tay#l j-Aluto was not fired 
till after the troops had marched round 
in ord'*r of review, and nis highness 
retr< *! io his tents, convenient]} placed 
fi’ ! n % the whole field to ad« 


vantage. The review took place in the 
following order. 

1 st. A general salute, both colours 
dropped. 

'id. Mai ch round in older of re- 
view, colours d i upped lo’the lVishwa— 
lorm in line. 

3d. A salute of 21 guns tom four 
field-pieces in the centre of the bu- 
gade. 

dth. Close column on the centre 
companies of corps. 

/3'di* Column of line on the right 
coips countermatch ; deploy into line. * 

Oth. Hollow square, advance by 
the front face, square reduced. 

/th. Retire by alternate companies 5 
form line. 

0 J 1 . Open column of march on the 
cciitie companies of brigade, foim to 
the front by companies in echdJon, 

c)th. Retire by wings of battalions : 
fu rm line. 

10 th. Advance in line $ two vollies. 

lltn. Open rank, advance with 
music, geueial dilute. 

On b.i highness quitting the ground 
a lutie luh/i'* sunset, a loyal salute 
fiom the field-pieces concluded the 
busmens cif the da} . 

The troops made a fine appearance ; 
the field .el mn staled 2 1 ()<) piesent. 
The movements were beautiful, the 
wheelings perfect, the distances well 
picsnval, the coven ngs coirect, aud 
the firings close and excellent. 

The whole perfoimatice eminently, 
displayed the imdi stale of discipline in 
which the biig.ide is, and the remark 
ouco made bv geueial Floyd, altera re- 
view of a ciack coips of Name in- 
fantry on the .Madras e .tablishment, is 
jusily applicable to the Poonah bri- 
gade : It 1 5 in a fit ^tate to be pre- 

sented to either fueiul or toe.” 

'lbe following loner wasieceived by 
lieutenant -colonel Cooke next day, and 
the subjoined briga.de order issued in 
consequence. 

To Tuutenant’Culotidl Cooke, command * 
i/ig at Poonah. 

Sir, r 

I have bren desired by Ids highness 
the P* ishwa, t a sure on of the high 
gratification he .ii.nced at the ap* 
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pcarance and manoeuvres of the brigade 
yesteiday af ternoon j and to request that 
you will yourself do him ihe favour to 
accept, and that you will be so obliging 
as to convey to the officers and men 
under yom command the expression of 
his besi thanks for the pleasure he de- 
rived from evoy part of the review, 

1 shall have gieat satisfaction in re- 
porting to the right honouiablo the go- 
vernor- general the veiy flatteiing senti- 
ments exploded by the Peishwa on this 
occasion. • 

1 have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Sec. See. 

(Signed) ' H. Russel, 

Acting Resident. 

Com}) Pnanah, id Jan Ibl I ■ 

Rum \dl Orders. 

I'ar dc Hajnoiv. 

€r Lieutenant -colonel Cooke has great 
pleasuie in communicating to the Bri- 
gade, the entiie satisfaction which his 
highness the PeLhw.i has been pleased to 
express at their peiformanci. yesterday 
at the inspection; lieutenant-colonel 
Cooke ficls an mciea.s.\l dcgicc of 
pleasure in making this < ommumc ilion, 
liom Ins own senumenis cnnrely coin- 
ciding w ill) those of ins highness.” 

Tlie IVishua was so much pleased 
with the band ul' the ‘id battalion 1st 
regiment, dics-ed in high style, that 
alter ihe lingade had marched lound, 
lie sent to deoie they might come and 
play near to Ins tent, which they did 
during the performance of the manauu- 
vies. Ills highness reined mounted 
on an elephant, suiiuunded by his 
troops, attend inks, and .subjects, shout- 
ing his praises. 

1 cuts were pitched on the left of the 
Feishwu’s lor the accommodation of the 
ladies. 

The gaiety of the scene, which pre- 
sented state elephants superbly decora- 
ted ; a sti mg of his highness’s carriages 
constructed after the manner of our 
coaches, palankins, richly furnished, 
bodies of horses displaying their activity 
in all directions, and an immense con- 
couise of people fro.Vi the city, furnished 
a spectacle extremely pleasing and gia- 
tifying to the beholder. 

Jan. 13. His majesty's ship Lion, capt. 

Vul. 12, X, 


Heatchcot, arrived yesterday morning 
from England, which she quitted on 
the 27th of July, having on board his 
excellency Mitza Abul Hassan, the 
Persian envoy to the court of Great 
Britain, on his return to Persia ; ac- 
companied b) his excellency Sir Gore 
Ousely, hart, whom his majesty has 
been pleased to appoint his ambassador 
extraordinaiyand plenipotentiary to the 
sovereign of Persia. 

On the signal being made for his 
majesty’s ship Lion, R. T. Goodwin, 
Esq. the mehmendnr appointed to at- 
tend the Persian ambassador, proceed- 
ed on board; and having consulted 
his excellency’s pleasure as to the pe- 
liod of Ins excellency’s repairing on 
shore, a deputation, composed of the 
chief secret ry »(' the government, the 
commandant of the garrison, the un.tr* 
tei -master -general, Hugh Munro, Esq. 

the end service, th v acting super- 
intending engineer, the deputy-adju- 
tant-gent i.il, major Raker, captains 
•Sc •! y and Leckcy. anil icutenant Rus- 
sel, piocceded 011 board at two o'clock, 
toinvae and escoit his excellency on 
shoie, to whom the gentlemen were 
severally introduced by the mehmen- 
dar. 

On his excellency's quitting the 
Lion a royal salute was filed from her, 
and repeated by the rest of his ma- 
jesty’s ships in the harbour, with their 
yards manned ; the Persian ambassa- 
dor proceeded to the shore in the ho- 
norable t he guvernoi’s barge, accom- 
panied by the gentlemen of the de- 
putation, with other boats attending 
with thegunison band, and his excel- 
lency's suite ; a salute from the salu- 
ting battery announced Ins landing at 
the New Pier, where his excellency 
was welcomed by a second deputation, 
composed of the master-attendant of 
the maiine, the accountant-general, 
the miUtary-paymaster-generj], the 
custom-master, the physician-genet al, 
the governors military secretjiv and 
aid-dc-cumps, the king's brigade-ma- 
jor, the barrack -master, and the assist- 
ant deputy-adjutant and quarter- mas- 
ter-generals. The troops in garrison 
composing a street from the landing 
place towards the esplanade, his excel- 
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lency walked to a carriage that \Vas in 
waiting to convey him to the monnt- 
liou^e, the residence prepared for his 
excellency’s reception, to which his 
excellency proceeded, accompanied 
*by the mehmeiuhr, — the deputation 
that had received his excellency on 
his landing* and followed by his suite 
in separate can hges. 

On his excellency’s aniv.il at the 
mount, a third deputation, composed 
of the provisional commanding officer 
of the forces, lieutenant-colonel Wil- 
liamson, the advocate-general, the ad- 
jutant-general, the officer command- 
ing his majesty’s 17th regiment, the 
town-major, the comnvssary of stores, 
and the deputy-auditor general, was in 
waiting to receive his excellency. 

* After these honors had been paid 
to this distinguished stranger; f he tint 
deputation returned on board his ma- 
jesty’s ship Lion, to attend his majes- 
ty’s ambassador extraordinary and ple- 
nipotentiary on shore, accompanied by 
the other boats ns before. His excel- 
lency Sir Gore Ousely, barr. proceed- 
ed in the Lion’s barge, with the royal 
standard hoisted, attended by the chief 
secretary to the government and the 
quarter-mastcr-genernl, and the gen- 
tlemen of hi s cxcellencyls family ; the 
cipteins of his majesty’s ships Lion, 
Caroline, Russel, Chichester and Shaw, 
Ardns^eer, followed each in his own 
boat j accompanied aLo by those that 
had proceeded from the shore: roval 
salutes weie fired on his excellency 
quitting the Lion from his majesty's 
ships in the harbour, with their yaicls 
ma nned, as before ; which was repeat- 
ed from the garrison on his excellen- 
cy’s landing at the new Pier, whence 
his excellency proceeded through a 
street formed by the troops of the 
garrison, to the government-house \ 
where the honorable the governor re- 
ceived his majesty’s ambassador ; to 
whom his excelleitcy was introduced 
by the chief secretary to the govern- 
ment. 

/an, 19 th.— The annual reviews of 
the corps at this presidency commenced 
on the 15th instant with his majesty’s 
47 th regiment, whose appearance, 
VicxdinetfS, and correctness of move- 


ments, were noticed by major-general 
Mac-Pherson, in public orders issued* 
the next day. 

Bombay Castle , 21 st Jan, 
Gakkison Ohdkr. 

It is with peculiar satisfaction, that 
the honourable the governor announces 
to the army the surrender of the Mau- 
ritius on the 3 d of December. 

Highly gratifying as that event must 
in itself pu>ve, as comprehending a na- 
tional advantage of the utmost conse- 
quence to the welfare of the united 
kingdom j it will be, at the same time, 
the more peculiarly interesting to the 
officers and soldiers tn thisquaiter of 
India, from the conquest being achieved 
under the immediate duettum of the 
lionouiable gcucial Abeicronibie, their 
cummauder-in-c hu-f, who has added^ 
by this termination to the Fiencli pos- 
sessions on this side of the Cape, a 
new'’ title to that public favor, and 
esteem tor himself and his family, 
which his respected parent had already 
so well earned on the plains of Kgvpt. 

in enunciation of this glorious intel- 
ligence, a io\al salute is to be fired im- 
mvihatdv, and a feu dc joie by the 
troops this evening. The latter ar# 
mot cover to receive three 1 ays batu 
on this happy occasion. 

Ot rnrmix\ s for February . 

Fnn. 2d. — On Wednesday hiscxc' 4 - 
lcncy Mirzn Abul Hussan, the PeHun 
ambc^s idrr to the court of Gieat Bri- 
tain, and Ins excellency Sir Gore Ouse- 
lev, hart. his majesty’s ambassador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary to tho 
king of Ikrsia, embaiked on hoard his 
nnje-ily’s ship the Lion, proceeding to 
the Gulpli of Persia. 

The embarkation was attended with 
similar ceiemonies, and similar marks 
of honor to those which accompanied 
the landing of their excellencies. 
Extract of a letter from Poonbunder M 
dated February. 

A Dow, which arrived from Muscat 
yesterday, has brought a report of the 
Jowaslimee or Wakdbee tjibe being at 
sea with a force of thirty- five sail of dif- 
ferent descriptions, which are said to 
have taken and plundered a boat under 
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British colours near to Guratchee, and 
fo have afterwards steered back for the 
Persian Gulph. 

On the Macauley’s passage to Rush- 
ire, and while off Courjouu, she fell in 
with four piratical boats of the largest 
size, who made several unsuccessful at- 
tempts, during a perfect calm, to board 
us $ we had little to fear from so few, 
and easily kept them off. On our re- 
turn homeward, and while oil* the 
island ot Bushrop, we again (ell in with 
three ot the four aknvementioncd boats, 
together with seventeen others, full of 
men,' and elated with their recent suc- 
cesses having just captured two brigs 
rind five dows belonging to Muscat. 
We first saw six on me look out, while 
the remaining fourteen were ::t anchor 
between the Island Polia and i he mam. 
On their perceiving owrappronch, they 
nil stood towards us, with the hopes no 
doubt, of taking us by surprise. We 
were prepared, and immediately hoi* red 
oureol<>uis,and informed them we weie 
English, at the «ame tmie w aruing them 
not to approach closer, or we should be 
under the necessity of •firing. Paying 
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no attention to this, and commencing 
with their matchlocks, obliged us to 
fire on them, notwithstanding which, 
and the confusion it occasioned in some 
of their boats, they continued closing 
with us. Our nie now was close and 1 
very effectual, having repul -ed them in 
every attempt to boaid. Foiled in all 
their efforts to effect their object of 
boarding us, a few of the largest, one 
of which alone carried double the num- 
ber of men on board the Macau ly, 
nftidc a last and desperate effort to board, 
but were again repulsed. Fn m this 
ciieumstanee, together with various in- 
formations we have received of their 
ificre.fting strength, there is every i ea- 
se n to apprehend the greatest danger, 
unless ships proceeding toihe Gulph of 
Persia aie \u li piepared to resist ihem. 

1 <i the detei ruined exeilioiis of my 
oftk eis and or' w, together w ith the as- 
sistance and gallant behaviour ot lieu- 
tenant Pcdiaroftheyth regiment Native 
infantry, I am greatly indebted : indeed, 
t lie conduct of every man on board sur- 
passed my warmest expec aliens. 


PlUXTK OF MbVhKsM.'.I.AM) Ocl'Uj'? lMWsJ O)' FEBRUARY, 1810* 


The Penang gazette of the 17th 
February, presents tine following par- 
ticulais oi a dreadful couilagraluu at 
Rangoon. 

“'Phis most disastrous event took 
place about two o'clock, on the moin- 
mg of the J3iii ultimo 5 and, as it is 
reported, commenced at an anack shop 
situated m the cei.iie of the town, 
kept by one Van Hart. The fiame 
having communicated to some casks of 
liquor, they burst, and spicad their 
destructive influence through the 
streets adjacent. The houses, neaily 
seven thousand in number, , being 
built entirely of wood, immedi- 
ately caught tire, aud were shortly 
after in one ct minted blaze. The 
whole of the buildings, public or pri- 
vate* with the exception of the fol- 
lowing, were destroyed : viz. the Por- 
tuguese church; Round Eye, Jtlyhoun's 


I h, me, Minister's House, Agaza's 
lion. *, and Mr. Taylor’s house. 

{t The bridges and vails, the latter 
built ot keel and mast pieces m tin* 
height of 2d or '10 leet , aiecompiete- 
1> burnt \ and it is the determination 
of tie Ik. small gov on. motif , not to 
allow' an) timber to be exported, until 
the town is n built. 

“ Several fturmihs, and one Arme- 
nian, were desire) ed by the falling in 
of houses. In consequence ot the 
destruction of Rangoon, eveiy thing 
was in gieat demand.” 

Captain Canning, the British envoy 
toihe court ot Ava, had ’•el out fiooi 
Rangoon, on the 20th of December, 
o’ his journey towards the capital. 
Subsequent, to his departure, no nd- 
vie'es have been received from him. 

A Burmali tvrmy of thirty thousand 
meii; had iuYaded aud takeu the Ritfud 
3 



148 


ASIATIC ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810-11. 


Junk Ceylon, and sent all the inhabi- 
tants in slavery to Pegu. The Sia- 
mese were collecting a force, for the 
purpose of attempting the recapture of 
this possession. 

Occurrences for March . 

March If . — On Tuesday night, 
about twelve o’clock, a banditti of be- 
tween twenty and thirty Chinese, en- 
tered the house of a Malay woman at 
Soonghy Penang ; after carrying off r a 
chest containing some articles of value, 
they severely wounded the inhabitants, 
consisting of three women and a young 
female child. The mother of the^hild, 
who was the mistress of the house, 
died yesterday morning 5 the lives of 
the others are despaired of. 

March 24 . — Late on Tuesday 
night, the ship Bengal Anna, captain 
Thomas Scott, anchored in the har- 
bour from Calcutta, having on board 
the honourable C. A. Bruce, as gover- 
nor 3 honourable Mrs. Bruce, and two 
children 3 Mrs. Scott and three chil- 
dren ; Major Yule, J. C. Lawrence, 
esq. civil sen ice, captain M innes, 
20th regiment, and lieutenant McDo- 
nald, Bombay establishment. 

At sunrise, on Wednesday, the 
Anna saluted the fort, which was re- 
turned. 

At seven o’clock, the honourable 
Mr- Bruce landed under the appropri- 
ate honours, and was received at the 
wharf by the honourable the governor 
and members of council, who accom- 
panied him through a street, formed 
by the military, to the government 
bouse. 

At ten o’clock, the honourable Mr. 
Bruce took the usual oaths and his 
seat as governor, and colonel Maca- 
Jister was sworn in as second, and W. 
E.Phillips, Esq. third, and last member 
of council, under the customary sa- 
lutes. 

The following proclamation was pub- 
lished, by order of the honourable the 
governor and council . 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas the favourable the court 
of directors have been pleased to direct 
that * civil servant of the establish- 


ment of Bengal, should be appointed 
governor of this presidency, and the 
right honourable the governor-general 
in council, having under that autho- 
rity, nominated the honourable Charles 
Andrew Bruce, to the office, the ar- 
rival of that gentleman, at this island, 
and his having taken the prescribed 
oaths and charge of the government , 
is announced. 

All persons, in the honourable 
company’s civil, military, and ma- 
rine service, and all the other inhabi- 
tants of Prince of Wales’s Island, 
and its dependencies, are therefore di- 
rected to take due notice thereof, and 
to obey the said honourable Charles 
Andrew Bruce, accordingly. 

The honourable the court of di- 
rectors, having also appointed colo- 
nel Norman Macalister, to be second 
member of council, and command- 
ant of the forces, and William Ed- 
ward Phillips, Esq. third and last 
member of council, those gentle- 
men have this day taken the pre- 
scribed oaths, and their seats accord- 

ing'y- , • 

Published oy order of the honour- 
able governor and council. 

TJIOS. RAFri.ES, 

Sec. to Govt. 

Fort Co? nwallis, Mart h 21, 1 & 1 0. 

The honourable the governor has 
been pleased to appoint Captain Wes- 
ton his aid-de-camp. 

Occurrences for May. 

May 20th. — Last Thursday night, 
Ameen the Chinese, under sentence 
of death for murder, put a period to 
his existence, by suspending himself 
with a cord to a nail in the wall of 
his cell. 

The coroner’s inquest sat on the 
body yesterday morning, and brought 
in a verdict of felo de se. 

Act of Grp.ce. 

Sir E. Stanley gave notice, that be 
would proceed, on Monday next, being 
the Anniversary of the birth-day of his 
most gracious majesty, king George 
the Hid. to take intirconsideration such 
petitions as shall be presented to the 
court by the insolvent debtors, nbw in 
actual custody, in the gaol, for any 
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sum or sums of money, and whose 
debts do not respectively amount to a 
larger sum than four hundred Spanish 
dollars, and to discharge and release 
their persons from further imprison- 
ment, upon their surrendering all their 
property, real and personal, to their 
creditors, towards satisfaction of their 
debts upon oath, and executing an as- 
signment thereof, pursuant to the pro- 
visions of the act of the 32 d of Geo. 
2d. chap. 26 , commonly called the 
Lord’s act, entitled, an act for fhe re- 
lief of insolvent debtors, as to the im- 
prisonment of their persons, and of 
other acts, and upon their complying 
with the terms of the said acts, of which 
the creditors of the respective prisoners 
and all other persons concerned, are to 
take notice, and to attend accordingly. 

John Hewitt, 

Registrar. 

Court-house , George. Town , this 
30 th day of May , 1810 . 

Occurrences for June . 

June 9th. — The honourable the 
governor on Monday last, in comme 
moration of the anniversary of our 
sovereign George the third s birth-day, 
entertained a very large party of ladies 
and gentlemen, at the government- 
house. 

The festivities of the day began 
at sunrise, by a salute of seventy-two 
guns, corresponding with the king s 
age, fired from the walls of the garri- 
son, accompanied by a royal salute from 
the several Portuguese ships in the 
harbour, who beside this mark of re- 
spect, had the British ensign flying at 
the fore, their national flag at the main, 
and the Spanish at the mizen all day. 

His majesty’s ships Caroline, Pied- 
montaise, Blanche, and Barracoutta, 
saluted at one o’clock ; the day shut in 
with another royal salute from the 
Portuguese ships. 

An act of liberality on the part of a 
respectable native merchant of this 
place, Taun Koo Syyd Hussain, does 
very great credit to his character, and 
deserves to be known. 

Understanding that his most gracious 
majesty had entered upon his 73d 


year, and wishing, on that auspicious 
da^, to evince his gratitude to the go- 
vernment under which he had lived for 
many years, he ordered a sum of above 
6000 Spanish dollars, upwards of 
1 , 5001 . sterling, to be paid towards the 
liquidation of the debts of the several 
prisoners then in gaol on executions. 
The sum was sufficient to discharge the 
whole, as well those from the court of 
judicature, as from the small-debt 
court. 

• It was extremely pleasing to an hu- 
mane mind, to observe the gratitude 
shewn by the debtors (some of whom 
had been imprisoned for small sums for 
several years) on their unexpected en- 
largement. They all proceeded in a 
body to return thanks to their benefac- 
tor, most of them accompanied by their 
wives and children, to the number of 
about fifty-five persons. 

In a place where there is so frequent 
occasion to animadvert on the extreme 
profligacy and vicious habits of the na- 
tives, it gives real pleasure to reverse 
the picture, and to mention an act per- 
formed b\ a native, which reflects the 
highest honor on human nature, name- 
ly, that of relieving, from motives of 
compassion, the misfortunes and dis- 
tresses of our fellow creatures. 

June 23. — Mr. W. A. Clubley, to 
act as Secretary to government, during 
the absence of Mr. Raffles. 

On Thursday his majesty’s ship Sa- 
marang, Richard Spencer, Esq. arrived 
from the Moluccas, last from Malacca, 
filled with spices, which she took on 
board at Pulo Oby. 

Yesterday his majesty’s ship Corn- 
wallis, \V. A. Montague, Esq. and a 
prize Dutch brig, arrived also from the 
Moluccas. 

On anchoring, the usual salutes were 
exchanged. 

Captain Montague landed a short 
while before sun-set, under the salute 
due to his rank. 

June 30 th.— By the arrival of the 
Thainstone, captain Tait, on Monday 
last, from the eastward, a particular ac- 
count is received of the misadventure 
which occurred to the long boat belong- 
ing to that ship. 

The Thainstone having arrived at 
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Sunghy Jubboose, on the island of 
Banca, was trading there, and having 
agreed for a quantity of tin, a part of 
which had been received on board and 
paid for, the long boat, according to 
agreement w ith the head people, was 
proceeding on shoie the ne\t day with 
funds for the remainder. 

Captain Tail was to have gone on 
shore at the same time widi the long 
boat, but the Montrose heaving hi :ight 
the night before, and under appieiicn- 
sion of her being a p.isateer, lie defer- 
red leaving the vessel, until it was well 
ascertained what the strange sail was. 

From every information it appealed, 
that a plan had been laid to cm oil' the 
boats at the mouth of the river. On 
captain Tait going into the river about 
eight o’clock in the morning, a small 
canoe, with two people, met the boat, 
enquired if the vessel which had arrived 
was of war ; and brought a message for 
him to proceed to the rajah in one of 
the four boats ; lie having no suspicion 
of their intention, continued to pull to- 
wards them, when within hail, they 
desired him to proceed on board ag r n:i, 
as he would not be allowed to land; 
that the long boat would be on board 
with tin on the flood making, and that 
the rajah meant to pay him a vmi ( n 
board the ship in the afternoon. Cap- 
tain Tait returned on board but saw nei- 
ther the boat nor rajah. Next morning, 
on the Montrose’s boat landing, the 
people in the four boats surrounded her, 
and threatened to put the ciew to 
death, but spared them, in consequence 
of the Nacoda’s age. 

The people sent otf a message to Cap- 
tain Tait that he might proceed for Pe- 
nang, as they had taken his boat and 
people, which they would not deliver 
up. Captain Tait afterwards went to 
Mintou, in company with the Mon- 
trose, and Kadree (which had arrived 
in the interim) to complain of the rajah’s 
conduct to the head man there, who 
promised to use his interest to get back 
the people, boat, and property, if possi- 
ble — the boat was afterwards delivered 
to captain Williamson, who left her at 
Lingin, w|th a letter, stating, that the 
people had been all killed, and the per- 


son wffio headed the plot had absconded 
with the property. « 

Occurrences for November . 

Nov. 15.— A most barbarous mur- 
der was lately perpetrated at Penang, 
on the person of Dr. Elme», many 
veai.s resident at that settlement. 

Prompted by the hope of plunder, 
a party of Chinamen, to the number 
oi forty, entered the house of the de- 
ceased 1 *; who, whilst in the art of 
deprecating their fury, was cruelly 
butchered. The assassins had el Fee ted 
their escape : but as the most active 
mcasuies have been taken for their ap- 
prehension, it was hoped they would 
speedily atone for their crimes. 

Or r urmii't s Jar Den ih her. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Fort Coimviilh * , 2 Sthduy of J)ct rWv’r 

In consequence of tin* r ) 1 - 
mented ih athof the honorable .uks 
Aiuiu'w rout e, late governo; ot Prince 
of Wales's Island and its dependencies, 
and comma ruler in chief ot the fori 
and town, and the absence of coionei 
Norman MacalisUr, second member 
of council, and mxi in succession to 
I he office ot government, vacant by 
lies event, 

Public notice is hereby given, and it 
is procb.nu d, the powers of governor 
ot Pi ince of Wales'*, and the command 
of tin* fort and town, has necessarily 
devolved pro-tempore on William Kd- 
ward Phillips, esq thiid me cub r of 
the council ; and that ti t said \Vm. 
Edward Phillips, e‘q. has this day 
duly taken the prescribed oaths and 
seat accordingly. 

It is also hereby further proclaimed, 
that John James Erskinc, esq. has, in 
confoimity to the provisional appoint- 
ment of the honourable the court of 
directors, been called in to the board, 
and has*takcn the prescribed oaths and 
his scat as a member of council. 

All persons in the civil, military, 
and marine service /"of the honourable 
East India company, and all the other 
inhabitants of Prince of Wales's Island, 
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and its dependencies, are therefore 
•hereby required and directed to take 
due notice thereof, and to obey the 
"fca id William Edward Phillips, esq. 
as governor and commander in chief 
accordingly pro- tempore 

Published by command of the ho- 
norable the governor in council. 

\V. A. Clubl&y, 
Act. See. to Govt. 

Occurrences for Jamunjj. 


Jan. 11 . — At a general meeting of 
the European inhabitants of this pre- 
sidency, convened by the high sheriff, 
and held this day; at the court-house, 
pursuant to the notification published 
in the government gazette of the 5th 
instant, for the purpose as therein is 
stated, of taking into consideiation. 
The best mode of evincing, by 
some public act, the deep regie t felt 
by the settlement, for the loss it has 
sustained by the death of t he late ho- 
norable Charles Andrew Bruce.” 

The sheriff having opened the meet- 
ing, G. Cau uter, esq. was elected to 
preside as chairman, who then in a 
short and appropriate speech, explain- 
ed the object proposed to be accom- 
plished by this meeting, and moved 
the following resolutions, which were 
agreed to by tiie meeting. 

Lurst resolved, that the British in- 
habitants who compose this meeting, 
being fully sensible of the blessings 
which they, with the other inhabi- 
tants of this island, enjoyed, during 
the period the late honorable Charles 
Andrew Bruce was at the head of this 
government ; whose^onduct was mark- 
ed by honor and integrity towards his 
honorable employers, zeal, and solici- 
tude for the general welfare and in- 
terests of the island ; and by justice, 
benevolence, hospitality, and a suavity 
of manners to all and desirous of 
bearing testimony to his \\onh and 
merit by some tiibute of public appro- 
bation, calculated to perpetuate the 


same to posterity, do therefore propose 
to erect a mausoleum over the grave 
in which his body was interred, with 
an appropriate inscription, stating by 
whom, and on what account, it had 
been erected. 

Second, resolved, that a subscription 
be immediately opened, for the pur- 
pose of defraying the expence of erect- 
ing the said building. 

Third, resolved, that five persons, 
with the chairman, be selected from 
tjie present meeting, to act as a com- 
mittee for carrying the first resolution 
into effect, who, for that purpose, 
will be authorised to receive such 
sums as may be subscribed. 

F out th, tesolved, that the said com- 
mittee shall, with all convenient dis- 
patch, fix upon a plan of the building 
intended to be erected, and also to 
draw out an appropriate inscription for 
a stone to be placed thereon, for the 
pm pose of being submitted for the 
approval ot the subscribers at a future 
period. 

Fifth, resolved, that a copy of these 
resolutions, accompanied by a respect- 
ful letter of condolence, to be signed 
by the committee, be transmitted to the 
honourable Mrs. Bruce, by the first 
convenient opportunity, and that the 
committee, w hen chosen, he directed 
to ictire, and prepare a suitable letter 
for that purpose, to be submitted to 
this meeting for approval. 

Sixth, resolved, that the following 
gentlemen, with the chairman, form 
the committee, viz. John Hall, Tho- 
mas Halyburton, William Stuart, J. 
Dunbar, and Thomas M‘Gee, esqrs. 

The committee retired, and pre- 
pared a letter to the honourable Mrs. 
Bruce, w hich was read and submitted 
to the meeting by the chairman, and 
met its unanimous approbation. 

It w as then resolved, that the thanks 
of this meeting be given to the sheriff, 
for the promptitude with which he 
convened the meeting ; and to the 
chairman, for his conduct in the chair. 

(Signed) Geo. Caunter, 
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Govt. Gazette,— Wednesday Feb .7, 
1810. 

Head quarters, Mount Lavinia: Feb. 
(5th, 1810. 

G.O. His majesty has been graci- 
ously pleased to make the following 
promotions in the royal artillery. 

1st lieutenant Samuel Itudyerd to 
be captain — Date 4th Match, I6O9. 

1st lieutenant John S. Byers to be 
captain — Date 20th June I8O9. 

Lieutenant-general Maitland directs 
the detachment of artillery, landed 
from the coast under the command of 
captain Bates, be struck off all duty 
on Wednesday the 14th instant, and 
requests the commandant of Colombo 
will forward on that day towards them 
the order laid down towards the K)th 
regiment in the concluding paragraph 
of the general orders ot the 2d instant. 

He is happy in reflecting that this 
detachment has maintained during its 
absence the character which on all 
occasions has unitounly attached to 
that high and respectable branch of 
his majesty's service— anil he requests 
captain Bates will signify to the of- 
ficers and men lately under his com- 
mand, the lieutenant-general’s entiic 
approbation of their conduct during 
their absence, as reported to him — He 
requests loo that captain Bates will 
receive his personal acknowledgments 
for the zeal and propriety \vi li which 
lie has uniformly conducted himself, 
as well on the present as on a former 
occasion. 

Lieutenant-general Maitland directs 
that captain Bates do immediately pro- 
ceed to Tiincomalce to take the com- 
mand of the detachment of artillery 
in that district. 

By theheut.-gen’s. command, 
(Signed) Robt. Mc'Nab. 

Acting dep. adj gen. 

Occurrences for slf/ril. 

5th.— On Tuesday morning, 

at Back Bay, Triucomalee was launch* 


ed by A. Gibbons, esq. a fine new cut- 
ter, copper- bottomed, about 38 tons 
burden, and called the Admiral Drury.* 
Head Quarters , Bentotte , 
April list, 1810. 

The general court martial, of which 
lieut. -colonel the honorable P. Stuart, 
of the.J()th regiment, was president, is 
approved of and dissolved. 

“ CRIME. 

“ John Gould, private soldier in his 
majesty’s 19th regiment of infantry, 
charged with the crime of mutiny in 
the follow ing instance, viz. For load- 
ing a musket with ball cartridge, and 
on or about the 31st of March last, fir- 
ing it through the window of the room 
in which he was confined as a prisoner, 
at Point de Galle, apparently, with the 
intention of killing serjeant Somerset 
of the 19th regiment, and which ball 
did actually slightly wound the corpo- 
ral of the guard, when in the positive 
execution of his duty, and which ball 
further did seriously wound Robert 
Welch, the sentry, under whose charge 
the said John Gould was then confined. 

“ SENTENCE. 

"The court having duly considered the 
acknowledgment made by the prisoner 
John Gould, and maturely weighed the 
evidence adduced in support of the 
whole of thecbaige exhibited against 
him, as well as that which he has al- 
leged in his defence, is of opinion, that 
he is guilty in breach of the articles of 
war, and the court does therefore sen- 
tence him, the s*id John Gould, to 
suffer death, in such a msn. er, and at 
such time and p ace, as the commander 
of the forces may think fit.” 

(Signed) P. Stuakt, 
Lieut. -col. 19th regt. President. 
(Signed) Rout. Mc’Nab, 

, Dep. judge rtdv. 

I APPROVE. 

(Signed; T. Maitland, 
Lieutenant-general. 

This is the first instance, since lieu- 
tenant-general Maitland has assumed 
the command of his majesty's troops 



153 


CEYLON OCCURRENCES Foft APRIL, leio* 

in this island, where a British Euro- a view to ascertain the number 5nd de- 
pean soldier, belonging immediately to scription of persons inhabiting the said 
the establishment of the island, has fort, Public notice is hereby given, that 
been sentenced by a general court mar- books of registiy will be opened at 
dal to suffer death. the town-major’s office on Monday 

He has considered the whole of the next, the 14th instant, and continue 
case, with the most anxious attention open daily between the hours of ten 
and solicitude, with a view to satisfy and two, till the Monday ensuing, 
himself how far any alleviating circum- before which period all persons, whe- 
stance has occurred, that could admit ther householders or renters of houses, 
of his either, with propiiety, mitigat- are ordered and commanded to register 
ing the punishment, or pardoning this themselves, their families, servants, 
unfortunate man. But he is sftrry to ledgers, and inmates, of every de9crip- 
say, that on a thorough review of the tion, in form and manner laid down by 
whole ot the subject, and every point government in the said books of regis- 
connected with it, he feels it a painful try — under pa;n of forfeiting ihe pe- 
but bounden duty he owes to his sove- nalty which will hereafter be laid d wn 
reign and the service, to which he has for the evasion of any of the enact- 
the honor to belong, to direct the sen- ments of the said legislative regulation, 
tence to be carried into effect, between In the same view the town-major 
the hours of six and ten in the morn- will forthwith direct that nil houses 
ing of Monday, the 23d instant, under in the fort, in all the different streets 
orders transmitted to the commandant and lanes, be numbered in chalk, and 
of Colombo to that effect. the proprietors or renters thereof are 

Lieutenant-general Maitland further directed, before Monday next, to have 
directs, that James Elliott, private in the said number painted and put npon 
his majesty’s l()lh regiment, now in their different' houses, in form and 
confinement, and who, there is the place laid down in a memorandum 
strongest reason to believe, was a party now left open for public inspection 
to the above transaction, though it was at the said town major’s office, 
impossible to procure sufficient legal Colombo, May gth t 1810. 
evidence to convict him, be kept in By his excellency's command, 
close confinement,, till there is a fitting (Signed) Thomas Eoek, 

opportunity to send him off this island, Dep. sec. to govt, 

with those maiks of infamy and dis- 
grace, which naturally attach to his Head quarters, Galle , 23 d November , 
character and conduct. 1810. 

By the lieutenant-general's com- G. O. Lieutenant-general Maitland 
mand. has been pleased to make the folio w- 

(Signed.) Robt. Mc c Nab, ing appointment until his majesty’s 
Acting dep. adj. -general, pleasure be known. 

Government Advertisement. Staff. 

May 9th. — Whereas the various Colonel John Wilson, of the 4th 
abuses which have recently taken place •Ceylon regiment, to be brigadier-ge- 
within the fort of Colombo, in con- neral for Ceylon only, 
sequence of a total relaxation of the By the lieut.-gen ’s command, 
wise measures adopted under the late (Signed) Clemt. M. Edwards, 
Dutch government for the due main- Dep. adj. gen. 

tenancc of a well regulated and effi- Head Quarters, Mount Lavinia, Nov . 
dent police, render it absolutely ne- 28 lh> 1810. 

cessary on the part of his excellency G. O. Lieutenant-general Maitland 
the governor to establish a legislative requests that the commander of Co- 
regulation upon 4his subject, and lombo will give directions that the 
whereas antcedent to such regulation royal standard be hoisted at nine 
being completed, it is essential that re- o’clock to morrow, and a royal salute 
gular registers should be established with fired, on his majesty’s cbmmission 
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appointing brigadier-general Wilson, 
under circumstances therein stated, 
to be lieutenant-governor of his ma- 
jesty's possessions in the island of 
Cevlon, being read and recorded in 
bis Majesty’s council. 

He will further be pleased to direct 
the usual salute to be fired on brigadier- 
general Wilson being sworn of his 
majesty’s council, and taking his seat 
at the board. 

By the lieut-gen/s command, 

In the absence of me dcp. adi gcneial, 
(Signed) Hour. Me* N a is 

Military secretary. 

At a council held at Colombo this 
twenty-ninth day of November, 1S10, 

Present, 

His excellency the governor. 
The host. the chile justice. 

The hon. John Rodney. 
Alexander Wood, esu. 

Robert Boyd, eso. 

Minute l.ij hi* 'XCi'lh nr if the governor. 

H.s excellency the governor deems 
it fining and expedient to communi- 
cate to the civil {tenants of this esta- 
blishment, that he lias been under the 
painful necessity, alter consulting with 
his medical advisers, of coming to 
‘the determination of pmceeding to 
•e:i, by the fist convenient oppor- 
tunity, to My the effects ot a long 
voyage, with a view to the recovery 
of hi, health. 

T h i -> necessity would, under any 
other circumstances, have been a mat- 
ter of deep regret to him both as a 
public and a private man, but he had 
no choice left, when he had asccttaiucd 
that he neither could administer the 
government < oniided to his charge by 
his sovereign, with further advantage 


exempt that of deierm.n ng to try the 
Kt/tIi to be derived from the above 
e:.p» i imeitf. 

1 he di ‘•patches, however, his excel- 
lency has received by the Batavia, 
hav«4 set ho mini! perfectly at lest on 
tlje oniy point on which he had any 
strong feeling, and the nomination by 
his gracious sovereign of brigadier- 
general Wilson to succeed him in 
(he government of this island, during 


his absence, has at once convinced 
him such absence will be attended wiph 
no public loss, and with* but little pub- 
lic inconvenience. 

That distinguished and valuable of- 
ficer is not only perfectly and inti- 
mately acquainted, from his late mis- 
sion lo England, with the viewrof his 
majesty’s late government in regard 
lo this island, but he is also perfectly 
awaie of all his excellency’s objects 
and plans in respect to it, and is so 
thoiottghly -himself acquainted with, 
and known by, the individuals forming 
his majesty’s establishment here, that 
his excellency cannot entertain a doubt, 
at the same time the government is 
cairied on with energy and efficiency, 
as tar as i elates to the public interests, 
it will be equally attended with the 
benefit of that general tranquillity, 
harmony, and good understanding, 
which can alone secure the interests 
of the crown, and the comfort of 
the individuals conducting the diffe- 
rent impairments undei government. 

The brigadicr-geneial\ commission, 
under the sign manna), his excellency 
has directed, should this day be pro- 
mulgated by proclamation for general 
information, and he has Anther only to 
add, that, though his resolution was 
taken antecedent to ihe arrivals of 
those ins’ ructions, yet he is now acting 
under the distinct and most gracious 
ordcis ot liis majesty, who has been 
pleased to giant him specific permission 
to absent himself from his govern- 
ment, for the space of one twelve- 
month, io proceed to sea, in the event 
of its being requisite, for the recovery 
or benefit ot' Ins health. 

This day, brigadier-general Wilson 
by liis exellency’s command, 
sworn of his majesty’s council oil, this 
island, and took his seat at the board 
accordingly. f 

By older of the council, 

(Signed) James Gay, 

. Act. Sec. to the council. 

By his excellency’s command, 
(Signed) J. Rodney, 

Cjjjef Sec. to govt. 

Proclamation. 

By Ids excellency the right honourable 
Thomas Maitland , lieutenant-gem’* 


to the crown, or of comfort to himself, • was, 
from the unfortunate st.iteof his health 



CHINA OCCURRENCES FOR isiO. 


1 53 


rat, governor, v and commander -in- 
• chief in and over the Ut itish settle- 
merits in the Bland of Ceylon , and 
the dcfreri den chs thereof, and vice * 
admiral of the same. 

His> excellency the governor in coun- 
cil directs the following commission, 
under his majesty’s sign manual, to be 
published and promulgated for the in- 
formation of all persons concerned. 
GEORGE U. 

Geoige the third, by the grace of 
Cod, of the united kingdom of* Great 
fit iiain and Ireland, king, defender 
of the* faith. 

To our trusty and well-beloved John 
Wilson, I\sq. we, reposing especial 
trust and confidence m your loyalty 
and ability, do by these presents consti- 
tute and appoint )ou to be lieutenant- 
governor of our settlements in the 
island of Ceylon, in the Indian seas, 
in case of the death, or during the ab- 
sence only from the said island of our 
right trusty and well-beloved Thomas 
Maitland, Esq. our present governor 
thereof, to have, hold, exercise, and 
enjoy the said place and office, in case of 
the death, or during such absence of 
the said governor, with all rights, pri- 
vileges, profits, perquisites and advan- 
tages to the same belonging or apper- 
taining, and flu t her in cn-c of the 
death, or during the absence only of 


the said governor of our said settle- 
ments in the island of Ceylon. \V© 
do hereby authorize and require you to 
exercise and perform all and singular 
the powers and directions remained in 
our commission to the said Ihomas 
Maitland as governor and commander- 
in-chief of our said settlements, and to 
execute such ciders and inst« options as 
have been issued by us to our said go- 
vernor, and such further directions as 
you shall heieatter receive from us; and 
we do hereby c irnruand ail and Singular 
our officers, ministers, and loving sub- 
jects in our said settlements, and all 
others whom it may concern, to take 
due notice hereof, and to give their 
ready obedience accordingly. 

Given at our court at St. James’s, the 
filth day of June, 1S!0, in the fiftieth 
year of our reign. 

By his majesty’s command, 

(Signed) LivtRpooL. 

John Wilson, Esq. heutenant-gover- 
vernor of the settlements in the island 
of Ceylon, in case of the death, or 
during the absence of the governor 
only. 

By order of the council 

(Signed) J. Gay, 

Act. Sec. to the council. 
By his excellency’s command, 
(Signed) J Rodney, 

Chief Sec. to govt. 


China Occurrences for 1 S ! 0. 


In the course of the forenoon of 
the 19th January, while the ship Olivia 
was lying at anchor in the Macao 
Roads, there had been two compra- 
dore boats, with fruit, vegetables, &c. 
alongside, the whole of which being 
purchased they leturned to the shore. 
At noon, three boats of the same de- 
scription were observed standing to- 
wards the vessel, with a light air: --at this 
time the people on board were all em- 
ployed shifting cargo, and trimming 
ship between dcv%ks, a sentinel and 
a scacunnie only remaining on deck. 
"When the boats were within a quarter of 
a mile distance, captain Stewart happen- 
ed luckily to goon deck ; having no sus- 


picion of their being Ladrones. Shortly 
after, the newest boat commenced 
pulling, at least from 20 to 30 oars, 
directly for the Olivia. Captain Stew- 
nit then was alarmed, and ordered 
his people to their quarters : thole in 
the boat, on seeing this lay upon their 
oars, and hailed the ship to know if 
she wanted a com pi adore. At *his time 
it was plainly pejpeived she was full 
of armed men ; however observing 
that the crew were on -l heir guard, 
and being informed they would not 
be permitted to approach the ship, 
rowed once round her, at the distance 
of a cable’s length, taking particular 
notice of the guns, which were kept 
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to bear upon them, as well as they 
could be directed : one man in the 
boat had apparently a new spy-glass, 
with which he seemed to view the 
ship minutely. Three junks were 
now seen standing out of the Typa, 
after whom the boats gave chase ; 
and in the course of an hour, at the 
distance of a league from the Olivia, 
after a smart action, captured them ; 
they then stood away with their prizes 
to the eastward, as was supposed, to 
join their consorts, thirteen sail of 
which were then in sight in the N. 
3£. quarter. 

Macao, April lUh, 1810. 

There is not, at this moment, a 
single vessel of any description at 
Whampoa;— a circumstance which 
has not occurred before for many years 
It would be fortunate, should there 
be no arrivals for three or four months 
to come; as, in that case the stock of 
opium and cotton nowon hand would 
be sold. By constant arrivals, our 
market is kept fluctuating, and the 
Chinese have less confidence in their 
purchasers. 

Opium has declined to from 1060 
to 1000 dollars per chest. 

A proclamation has b^en issued at 
Canton, commanding all the nations of 
the earth to import rice into the Chinese 
empire. Copies of this proclamation 
have been sent round to Bengal. It 
establishes certain regulations with 


respect to the delivery, and specifies 
the price which the importers may 
expect to receive ; but it does not 
guarantee that price. 

The terms, on which the late ar- 
rangement with two of the principal 
Lad rone chieftains had been concluded, 
do not appear to have been remarkably 
honourable to the celestial dynasty, nor 
very well calculated to secure the 
permanent tranquillity of the empire. 
Both squadrons had indeed been os- 
tensibfy surrendered to the government 
of Canton ; — but it was stipulated, 
again, that the Ladrones should not be 
dispossessed of their vessels, but that 
therr commander, Coke Fo Foy, should 
become forthwith the ..dmiral in chief 
of the Chinese fleets, and should 
direct their operations against the other 
Ladrones, who still persevered in re- 
bellion. 

Jn consequence of the alarm excited, 
by the great strength, and the grow- 
ing spirit of enterprise, displayed by 
the Ladrones previous to this adjust- 
ment, it appears, that the Portuguese 
government at Macao had become 
doubtful of their own security, and 
had applied for a reinforcement q{ 
troops to their neighbours at Ma- 
nilla. A Spanish detachment was 
embarked accordingly, and arrived 
at Macao in the Portuguese ship Diana, 
on the 10th of March. 
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BENGAL GOVERNMENT 
NOTIFICATIONS, 


General Orders, by his Excellency the Vice- 
President in Council 

Fort Willi.un, Jan. 2, 1810. 

The vice-president in council, having 
observed that the true intent and meaning 
of regulation III 18^9, published in gene- 
ral orders ot the Hr li Of Ju'y, 1809, have, 
in some instances, been misun erstood; Ivs 
excellency in council deems it proper to 
declare tint the powers vested in command- 
ing officers of military cantonments by the 
provisions of that regu’ation, arc confined 
to matters of polmc, or, in other words, to 
the maintenance of the public peace, and the 
apprehension of persons cnmmittingcnminul 
offences; and that it was not intended by 
the regulation in question, to invest the 
commanding officers with any power or 
authority in civil cases, that is, the light to 
land, houses, or personal property of any 
description in the cantonments; nor to 
make the slightest deviation in the system, 
already established for the collection of any 
authorized rents, taxes, or duties, by the 
collectors of the laud revenue or customs. 

J. Adam, 

v 'ec to govt. mil. dept. 
General Orders, by his Excel! cn. y the Vice- 
President in Council 

Fort William, Jan. 2, 1S10. 
The vice-president in council is pleased to 
direct, that in addition to the rules and 
regulations established by government, un- 
der date the 15th August, ISOJ, for \ictu ll- 
ing, and for preserving the health, disci- 
pline, and efficiency of European and 
native troops, embarking from this presi- 
dency; the following regulations shall have 
effect from the 1st instant : 

1. That whenever any embarkation cf 
European or native troops shall be ordered 
from this presidency, the marine board be 
required, under the authority of govern- 
ment, on receiving a report of the num- 
bers, cast, &c. intended for embarkation, 
to make an allotment of the troops And 
followers to a ship or ships ; which having 
done, the marine hdard is then to allot 
specifically, by instructions to the captain or 
master of each ship or vessel, the situation 
aid space which is to be assigned for the 


« 

u*e of the troops, on their ships or vessels 
respectively. 

2 That a copy of those directions jncl 
arrangements, on being received by govern- 
ment. be forwarded Iroxn the military de- 
partment to the commander-in-chief, or in 
his absence to the officer cuiumanling at 
the presidency station, whu wi.l cause 
copies of the distribution and allotment of 
accommodation, to be furnished to the 
senior military ollker proceeding on the 
ship or ships respectively. 

3. On the troops proceeding to embark* 
they arc to be accompanied by a staff officer 
from the presidency such staff officer as 
can besc be spaied at the time, being selected 
for this special service It will be the duty 
of the staff officer to visit personally, every 
ship on which the troops may be embarked, 
and to see the accommodation occupied by 
the troops according to the distribution 
which ahull have been previously made 
under the authonty of government, wkh 
copies of which he is to be furnished to 
remain at the place of anchorage until the 
ship or ships shdl be finally dispatched; 
and to collect written reports from the 
senior military officer on each ship, slating 
the accommodation and arrangement made 
on board of each, for the births, and cook- 
ing places of the troops. 

1. From these reports and his own per- 
sonal inspection, a general report is to be 
submitted on his return to Calcutta through 
the officer commanding at the presidency, 
tor ihe information of the commander in- 
chiel and of government. * 

5 T1 e reports by the senior military 
offii-ers on ships respectively, are also to 
detail generally, the description and quan- 
tities of provisions and of water actually 
on board each ship for the use of the troops ; 
and the situation in which these articles 
have been stowed; a direction on which 
head is also to form part of the instruc- 
tions to be furnished to captains or master# 
of ships by the marine board. 

These rules are to be invariably attended 
to, and carried into effect on every occasion 
of the embarkation of troops, European 
or native, from this presidency, however 
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limited may he the number of trpops 
ordered to embdik. 

. J Adam, 

Sec to govt mil dept. 

Fort Will am, Feb. 20, 1810. 

His excellency the vict -president in rotin- 
eil. is p’c.iscd to determine, that twenty-live 
elephants, an l eigh v two camels, he im- 
mediately added to t tie piesent establish- 
ment ot aimy cattle, to piovide for the 
public service of tbe coriiman it r in-thief, 
general staff, and the augmented corps of 
horse artillery, agreeab y to the tollowing 
caculation, viz. 

fl::phant<. r 

Required for the revised proportion 
of camp equipage for the commander- 
in-chief) .'lid general staff, 40 

Ditto lor the corps of hor®C artillery, 12 

52 

Deduct, allowed in the present pro- 
portion for tlie former, C.7 

Ditto for the latter, 2 

‘27 

Addition, ‘25 

TAMILS. 

Required for tbe revised proportion 
®f camp equipage for the conim„ud> r- 
in-chief. and general staff, (torwhic'i 
no camels are allowed in the citing 
proportion,} 50 

Deduct for the earri.M i-s tot- s\x pa;d r , 
ftwo per tioop) for the gun h>c*rs of 
horse artillery, 2 

Add-lion, ?2 

Adam, 

Fee to <rovt rml dept. 

Fort WilUin Lee. »», 18.0. 

TliC honour, \1<1- the cou:i of dot * 
having directed this g.-vernmint to regubne 
its procec ;u;s m c t > t t applicant.. i hr 
admr-K'ti in the he. < ill-, ol lord Ii' l \ Lind, 
by the orders com uned in the hdlu* mg 
paragraph** of a .etter fr.cn the hoiiom ah ; c 
court to th'* g^' crnc; r m o.jim! ot :orl St. 
George, <*aud 7th btptcnl.ti. U> )S ; those 
paragraphs ate p^Liished tor grnoial nifur- 
nvition, and his loril-’.h p m rmmn imi.iie-, 
thar no cl^i »’i to the btuel.t ol the fund will 
be admitted hirc.dter, except under the 
conditions specific*' 1 in tho e orders. 

112. “ 'The reference you liave made to 
us upon this go:nt, lequnc-. hat we ahoul I 
advert to thfr 1 geneial design and present 

.state of lord Clive’s fund. 

113. From the whole tenor and scope 
of die de$d entered into between the com- 
party an { hrs lordship in the year 1770 it 
appears ,that the benefit of the fund waa 
attended solely foi Eutopcau officers and 


sol tiers, and their widows, resident in Great 
Bnr.iino: belaud The company »re there- 
fore not «>vjfi anted to admit any persons 
rr-.i ’cut in India, as pensioners on that 
fund ” - 

114 “ Moreover, the admissions to the 

benefit of the fund in Eng-and, have become 
gra tually far more numerous than the 
nuome of the fund can provide for, and 
tiiC company arc theiefnre subjected to a 
large aimu.il disbursement out of their own 
asscrs ) tor completing the payment of pen- 
sions granted upon lord Clive’s fund, tie nee 
it to lows that whatever payments have 
been nta le in India, to disabled soldiers or 
their widows, hive, in fact, been from the 
bounty of the company themselves, and not 
at the expense of the fund. Anil as there ii 
no prospei t that the fund will ever become 
adequate to the English charge now upon 
it, the question to be con ulered properly, 
is, whether the* company themselves shall 
pension invalid sold.ets and their wives, in 
India, upon tht same conditions as the deed 
C 1 -!.! binning lor 1 Clive’s fund, lias icquired. 
And we Ii.ivi* no hesitation to determine 
tin > question in the negative; we mean not 
to say that an invalid European shall in 
no case receive any support from the com- 
p *n\ in India, but that we cannot form a 
gencia! system, or establishment, like that of 
lord Llive's 'unci, n a piovision tor Euro- 
pean iuvd’nhi or tbeir \vivc\s n India. And 
we must desire that this explanation may 
regulate your futui e conduit in l elation to 
the pi csent subject ” 

115. 11 *f the question ln-l been merely 
whether the mtivc widow* ol European 
sol iicrs shoo'd Leuclit by the luini a® well 
as hui.ipc.iti widows, we should h..ve, from 
the gtMiei.il ua'-on for t irmine sue.li an esta- 
blishment, ausweied in the allirmative ; but 
even ti «*n, tiic cxttnsioii ot such an allow- 
ance to ail native w.Uow®, would have cai- 
ind the application ol the pnnuplc to ;i 
•e^ue that would have tequired farther 
cuiisiobr dion ; but cur present determina- 
tion upon the subject gi-nerdly supci cults 
tins subordinate question." 

J. Aoam, 

Sec. to govt. mil. dept. 

Fort William, Jan 1% 1811. 

The light honourable tin* governor- gene- 
ral in council is pleased to direct, that the 
following pnagiaph of a general letter from 
the honourable the court of directors, doted 
the hist of August 1810* and of the adili- 
tional articles ol war therein referred to, 
he published in general orders. 

Pan. An act of parliament having 
been passed in - he last session, authorizing 
and directing, that at all courts martial, the 
members should bc&Wurn. and the witnesses 
< xamined upon oath ;'and hit majesty hav- 
ing been pb abed, under the authority con- 
veyed by that act, to frame additional arti- 
cles of war, for the better government of 
our forces, we uamiuit iu the packet a 
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correct copy of the said articles “for your 
iiftormatioa and guidance. 

G. R. 

Additional articles of war, for the better 
government of the officers and soldiers in 
the service of the united company'of mer- 
chants of England, trading to the East 
Indie.*. 

Section 1 ^. 

Administration of Justice. 

Art 1st. President of courts martial, 
other than gener *1 courts martial, to adim- 
ir‘fer oaths to members 

In all trials by any courts martial, ( other 
than general courts martial) the person 
appointed to be prcai ient thereof shall 
administer to each of the other members 
thereof, the following oaths : 

Oat ns — ‘ You sh?H well and trulv try 
and determine according to your evidence, 
the matter now before you, — so help you 
Gmc!.' 

I, A. B do swear, that 1 will du’y admi- 
nister justice according' to the ru cs an 1 
articles Jor the bett »r rove, mnnir of the 
ofhci'-» md ohi'crs m rh? scr *c.- of tli: 
united company ct mci i Hants* of 1 mjand, 
trading to the Past Indus*, and ac- ordicy to 
an act of pirhanvnc now in force for the 
punishment of mutiny and desertion of 
fliccr? a i d soldier? in the service of the 
united comp < y of merchants of Engluid 
trading to the East Indies, or at the island of 
ft .Helena, without par tiality, favour, or auc- 
tion ; and if any doubt shall «ritc which is 
not explain*. 1 by t he said ai tie'es or act ot 
parliament, at cording to my conscience, the 
best of my un Icp/jndiiig, and the custom 
ot war in like cases, “ so help me God 
and a? soon as the said oaths •dial! have been 
admin. atered by tlm president to i lie other 
members. .appointment ot pi indent' any 
one of the ‘aid mcm!» p is shad a Iminister 
the said oaths to the p-c, blent, and the pre- 
si, lout of every court n.aitnl, other than a 
general court martial, 'not being under the 
lank of a captain) shall be appointed by 
the commanding officer of the regiment, 
detachment, or brigade, or the governor or 
commander of the garrison, for r. cas.lV or 
barrack, directing such court martial. 

Ar r. 20. — Evidence to be given on oath. 

AH persons who give evidence before 
any general or other court martial, rut to 
be examined upon oath. 

(Signed) G. R. 

J. Adam. 

Sec. to govt, mil. dept. 

The right honourable the governor-genual 
iri council having been pleaded to establish a 
general tariff for all indigo, at the rate of 
pagodas two hundred and four, fnnams twenty- 
siv, and cash fifteen 294 e6 15 per candy ; 
and to resolve and direct, that a duty of five 
per cept. be levied on the transit, or exporta- 
tion, of that article* according to the above 
valuatiou, notice p hereby given, that these 
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resolutions will be carried into effect from and 
after the 1st of them uing month. 

By order of the president and members of 
the bodid ol trade. 

J. G\V ATKIN, 

Fort St. George, 1 Acting sec. 
April 17, l8to. 

Fiji r St George, April 51 , 18 to. 

The right h'ltinuidhh' tin governor-general 
in ct U’icsl, vviih a vu v/ ro improve the pie- 
1.M1L u.o^e of medical ucatm< ru of horses in 
th" r .aval’\ on this ev.ibb.'-hincrit* is pleased 
to direr*, ;hsr an mvi. niton, to he donomi- 
11 -ted tb- I\l \Jras V terinaiy Fstabli .hmenr, 
th ill b- fin i:» 'd at tli.: presidency, under the 
imffu 'i: i:e dm 1 ti'ni of his cxallcncv the 
comm ndcr-in- 1 hit t, f.,»r the purpose of edit* 
Ctinv md inhuming, iri the vi leiinary art, 
a pit/ la r of bovs, not exceed pig qtt, who 

'.’I ul'miu lv' lie posted to icgimenrs of 
« n r /, i a !'. h the rank and pay ot European 
hr::- 'i 

r I H 1 Ju 1 u»-h > ui able the governor-general 
i” cr *.* .1' «s p* jv d to Uppmnr Mr. Joseph 
i i 1 «i' . 1 j u. a n’Mii d.y suigenn upon ibis 
1 >Mhhs’u-u IV, on the p 4 V ot \z, Stdi p.*g'>djs 
per u. * t ’ 1 , ;md iPe H.*lt b uta, ana other 
.r. .iv \c; i or a c' iim «>t c.i'v.ry, from this 
date. •• t t j . 1*. iu to ihi: nu d. t il t barge of 

the h* ii'.iir iblc the ^.ovAnofs b )dv-gi.ard, 
arid (1) sup rinu ndjnct* ot the Madras Vue- 

II' .*i ,• l\ lii'ii a- lit. 

r i he b n 5 to be educated at the Midnr. Ve- 
(' ri .r.v E-t I 1 * 1 . slatncm are to be enlisted for 
ih>~ M.rvue v f the cuvahv. r.nd his excellency 
f thc* ounm.nrJri-in-chief is uquested to give 
the ivc* ssai > nidus lor bringing them upon 
the efk ct'v*- M r i i'gt!i of < oips ; but they muse 
be nu r v d “ alstn.t on comma* d attached to 
the M..d'as Vt ui.rp'y F^i tbiithmcm ana 
when corps are complete to thc.r cMahbsh- 
r.ntits, they aic to be laumed as sup.’itiumc- 
iaru s? 

'Hi’ pnv c.f the troopers, Tun d-.dn'uriej 
the amount Jo; then ii'«'ss and wadurg, will 
be ai>lud to the pm pose of keeping up their 
cm. ib* 1 1 1 mutt nf necessities, and our jacket 
. ,v 1 a.u M/g-c *.p will be issued, annual iv, in 
*• .VM' cc tueucli, in lieu of the ic'giiiai cloth- 
mg 

L he pght hmiou table the governor-general 
in Cs.ur.cil is .Iso pleased to iiuihorise the 
sCtpcr.mendata to uiaw two pagotLs per 
muntbj fr>r ca h of ihe troopers attached to 
tin tnsAiyun, to dcfiay the expence of lod- 
gu'g, and ™ Tor pioviding tools, instruments, 
an fall fkes. 

lbs excellency the commander in chief is 
requested to give such instructions as he may 
deem necessary for the purpose of carrying 
these arrangements into effect, and for recruit- 
ing the establishment from the Military Male 
Asylum, and the Chari ty-school, as far as 
those institutions can supply the number of 
boys required, or from suchf sources as he 
may deem most advisable, in the event of 
those institutions not furnishing the requis^ 
nuajbsr of boys. 
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Mr. Erratt is authorised to draw the usual 
medical allowances for the hoises of ihe ho- 
nourable the governor’s body-guard, as esta- 
blished in government orders of 19th June, 
1807, and 10 receive from th, 1 medical stores, 
on monthly indent for payment, a supply of 
European medicines, not exceeding the 
amount of 12 star pagodas pc 1 month. 

With a view, also, to render the Vctcii- 
narv '’Establishment of as much public utility 
as possible, ihe right honourable ihe govci- 
noi-geneial is pleased to authorise Mr. Kiratt 
to establish, at his own expense, an mfiimary 
for horses, and to employ the troopers of 
the Veterinary Establishment in the duties 
of it. 

The right honourable the goverr or-gcneral 
in council requests his excellency the com- 
mander-in-chief will give the necessary orders 
for carrying the objects of this institution into 
effect, from the 1st of Aptil, 1810. 

M idias, Oct. q, 1810. 

The honourable the governor in coun- 
cil is pleased to direct that, as an encourage- 
ment to young officers, and the gentlemen 
cadets, to study the Hindostanec language, a 


competent knowledge of which is considered 
necessary to enable them to discharge, in a 
proper manner, the military duties expected 
of them in the course of their seryice, an 
honorary reward of pagodas 500 shall in 
future be given to each who shall be found, 
on due examination, to have made himself 
master in that language. All the cadets of 
rhe honourable company’s army, on this 
establishment, who have arrived at Ma Iras 
since the is Mav, 1809, will accordingly be 
considered eligible to bn.tlif by ihe advantage 
intended to be established by this order j hut 
no officer or cadet shall bun fit by^it,who has 
not passrd thf' necessary examination within 
the period of ihrec yeais after his arrival. 

When, theiefore, officers or cadets, who 
conceive that they have acquired a perfect 
knowledge of the Hmdostanee, are desirous 
of being examined, they will offer themselves 
through whatever channel his excellency the 
commander-in-chief may b. pleased to direct; 
and t he honourable the governor in council 
will adopt such measures for the exaininatioa 
of them, as may appear to be expedient. 


CIVIL APPOINTMENTS 


BENGAL. 


Januart. 

Mr. W, F. Clark, register of the Zillah 
court at Beerbhoom. 

Mr. J. Eyre, register at Sylhet. 

Mr. C. Dawes, register at Midnapore. 

Mr. N. M‘Leod, register of the provincial 
courts of appeal, and circuit for Patna. 

Mr. E. Barnet, assistant to the collector of 
Moorshedabad. 

Mr. J. Furneaux, assistant to the magistrate 
of Hoogly. # 

Mr. J. Lyons, 1st assistant to themfistrate 
of the 24 Pergunnahs. 

Mr. R. Morieson, assistant to the magis- 
trate of Jaunpore. 

Mr. W. Forrester, assistant to the magis- 
trate of BareHy. 

Mr J. W. Harding, assistant to the magis- 
trate at Nuddeah. 

Mr. H. Robertson, assistant to the magis- 
trate of Jessore , , 

Mr. H. Macken^e^ fttistant register of the 
courts of Suddct Dtwaapy, and Niaatnut 
Adawlut, 


Mr. H. Sotheby, assistant in the office of the 
register of the courts of Suddcr Dewanny, 
and Nizamut Adawlut. 

Mr. F. Magmac, assistant in the office of 
the register of the courts of Sudder De- 
wanny.and Nizamut Adawlut. 

Mr. R. Hunter, assistant to the collector of 
Dinagepoor. 

Mr. Gerald Wellesley, assistant secretary in 
the secret, political, and foreign depart- 
ment. 

Mr A. C. Fraser, assistant to the resident at 
Delhi 

Mr. C. J. Davidson, assistant to the super- 
intendant of the western salt chokies. 

Mr P. Innes, assistant in the office of the 
secretary, to the board ot tevemie. 

Mr G Tod assistant sec to government. 

Hon. C. R. Liiv'sav, assistant to the com* 
mercial resident at^Darca. 

February. 

Mr, R. Rocke, senior judge of appeal, and 

court 0 { circuit f Moorihcdabad. 
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Mr. J. Melvill, senior judge of appeal, and 
# court of circuit, Calcutta. 

The hon. J. R. Elphinstonc, second judge 
of appeal, and court of circuit, Moorshe- 
dabad. 

Mr. E. Strachey, second judge of appeal, 
and court of Circuit, Dacca 

Mr, R. K. Dick, Od judge of appeal, and 
court of circuit, Dacca. 

Air. J. Pattle, 3d judge of appeal, and court 
of circuit, Mooishedahad. 

Mr. F. Morgan, judge and magistrate of the 
Zillah of Sylhet. 

Mr. H. Cornish, judge and magistrate of 
the Zillah of kajediayc 

Mr. G. C. Master, judge and magistrate of 
the Zillah of Purneah. 

Mr. W. I.eycester, judge and magistrate of 
the Zillah of Dinagepore. 

Air. J. Ahmuty, judge and magistrate of 
Tirhoot. 

Mr. R Cunynghame, judge and magistrate 
of Behar. 

Air. R. Barlow, assistant collector of Be- 
nares. 

Air. R. Chamberlain, assistant collector of 
Bareilly. 

Air. H Oakcly, register of the court at 
Jessore. 

Air. P. Monkton, register of the court of 
appeal, and cucuit, Calcutta. 

Mapcii. 

Lieut -ce l. J. Hawkins, to be private secrc- 
tai \ to the vice-president in counc.l. 

May 

Mr. H. Russel, resident at Hydrabad. 

J u \ L 

Air. J. Thornhill, to be post master general. 

Sir J. l)‘()yly, salt agent of the 2d Per- 
gunnahs. 

Air J liwin, ditto, ditto, at Bullooah and 
Chittagong. 

Air J Kinloch, superintendent of the 
Eastern salt chokies. 

Mr. W B Bayley, judge of the Dewanny 
Adawlut, &c 

Air. G. P. Ricketts, collector of govern- 
ment customs at Benares. 

Mr. T Hayes, judge of the Dcwanny 
Adawlut, Jclalport*. 

J UI.Y . 

Air. G. C. Master, judge at Mirzapore. 

Mr P. W. Pechell, judge of ( hittageng. 

Mr. E. Impey, judge of Purneah. 

Air. J. Vaughan, assistant judge at Chitta- 
gong. 

Mr. D. Burges, collector of Shahabad. 

Mr. W. J. ‘-ands, collector of Allahabad. 

Mr. W. H. ’ii ant, collector of Bareilly. 

Mr. R Milford, co lector, Mymensing. 

Mr W. Gorton, ditto, Cuttack. 

W. B Martin, resident at Amboyna. 

J.Littledale, assistant to resident, fort Mai- 
borough. % 

AunusT. 

Mr. J. Sprot, assistant to salt agent at Chit- 
tagong. 

Vol.12. 


Air. J. R. Barwell, 3d member of the com- 
mission upon the debts of nabobs of the 
Carnatic. 

Mr. G D. Guthrie, superintendent of police, 
Bareilly and Benares. 

Mr. r. II. Hopner. deputy collector of 
customs at Furruckabad. 

Mr H. G. Christian, sub. sec. to the board 
of commissioners. 

Mr H. Newnham, accountant to the board 
of commi* sinners. 

Mr C. Mackenzie, assistant to commercial 
resident at l.uckipore. and Chittagong. 

Air. W. Blunt, superintendent of police in 
Behar. 

Mr. E. Impey, judge of the Jungle Mo- 
hauls. 

Air. A. B. Tod, judge of Purneah. 

Mr T Pakenhatn, register of Adawlut in 
the Jungle Mohauls. 

Air, A. Mackenzie, register at Moorsheda- 
bad. 

Air. W. A. Chalmer, register at Morada- 
bad. 

Air. W F Diik, register at Allyghur. 

Mr, T. Sisson register at Behar. 

Mr. J. Ewing, register at Bhaugulpore. 

Air. E. Maxwell, register of the court at 
Dacca. 

Air E. R . Barwell, register at ( hittagong. 

Air. W. P. Tippett, registci at Cawnpore. 

Air. W. W. Bird, assistant magistrate at 
Benares. 

Air R Walpole, assistant magistrate of the 
24 Pergunnahs. 

Mr E. Parry, register at Ramghur, and 
assistant to the collector ofBeliar. 

Mr. J. Furneaux, register at Burdwan. 

Air. R. T. J, Glyn, register at Benares. 

Air. W J. Harding, register at A lahabad. 

Air. T. C. Robertson, register at Backer- 
gunge. 

Air. W. Wright, register at Furruckabad. 
Slptember. 

Alr.T. Brown, assistant collector of Erawa. 

Mi. G. Wclieslcv, second assistant, resident 
at the court of Dowlut Rao Scindia. 

Mi.G Davidson, mint master at the presi- 
dency. 

Doctoi J Leyden, assay -^master at the Cal- 
cutta mint. 

Mi. R. M. Bird, assistant register of the 
Sudder Dcwanny Adawlut and Nizamut 
Adawlut. 

Mr. H. T. Piinsep, do. do. do. 

Mr. G. Porcher, do. do. do. 

Air. C. R. Baiwell, do. do. do- 

Mr. G. T. Bay lev, do. do. do. 

Air. [ Hairingtun, do. do. do. 

Mi. P. E. Pai ion, do. do. do. 

Mi I. Cuit is, do. do. do. 

Mr C. A. Molony, assistant in the office of 
the Persian see. to govt. 

Mr. A Turner, assist, sec., to' the board of 
rcxeriue. 

Mr. W, fane, do. do. a do, 

M 
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Mr. W. H. Belli, assistant collector of Burd- 
wan. 

Mr. T. P. Calvert, assist, sec. to the boaid 
of commissioners. 

Mr. W. R Jennings, assist, sec. to the 
board of trade. 

Mr. C. G. Rlagravc, assistant agent at Behar. 

Mr. J. W. Grant, assistant collector of 
Caw n pore. 

Mr. W. Nisbet, assistant secretary to govern- 
mrnr in the military department 

Mr. W. Trower, deputy collector at Furruck- 
abad. 

Mr. (\ II. Hopner, deputy collector at 
Moerut. 

October. « 

Mr. J. Wauchope, judge and magistrate of 
Agra. 

Mr. G. Forbes, collector of Bundlecund. 

Mr. \V. Mackintosh, assistant collector at 
Chittagong. 

Mr.W. Parker, resident at Fort Marlborough. 

Mr. S. T. Goad, first commissioner appointed 
to investigate the claims upon the late nabob 
of the Carnatic. 

Mr. F. Fauquier, second do. do. 

Mr. R. Brown, secretary to the commis- 
sioners. 

Mr. G. Saunders, deputy collector at Cal- 
cutta. 

Mr. T. Perry, judge and magistrate of Eta- 
wah. 

Mi. J. Law, collector of Moorshedabad. 

November. 

Mr. J. Litt’cdnh*, head assistant and secre- 
tary at For £ M irlboroLigh. 

Mr. G. Tod, assistant to the sub-treasurer. 

Mr. A. Trotter, assistant ‘seciciary in the 
public department. 

December. 

Mr. A. Trotter, superintendent of lotteries. 

The honourable Mount Stuart Elphinstonc, 
resident at the couit ol i lie Pnsinvah. 

R. Jenkins, Esq. be resident ji i Lie court of 
the rajah of N impure. 

Mr. W. Btcddon, register of the Zillah 
court at Rajesha>e. 

Janlary, 181 i . 

Mr.A.Trgart, a^tstjur ollector at Mallacca. 

Mr. W. Bennett, to be assistant ssaichousc- 
kceper. 


Mr. J. Cousens, to act as deputy secretary to 
government. # 

Mr. II. Sotheby, assistant magistrate in the 
*4 Pergunnahs. 

Mr. J. Harrington, assistant magistrate of 
Nuddcah. 

Mr. J. Curtis, assistant magistrate of Burdwan. 

Mr. r. E. Patton, assistant magistrate of Jcs- 

sorc. 

Mr. C. R. Barwell, assistant collector of 
Goruckpore, 

Mr. FI. Sargent, assistant export warehouse 

keener. 

Mr. J. VV. Grant, assistant commercial resi- 
dent at Bauleah. 

Mr, C. HI. Ricketts, director of the bank of 
Bengal. 

Mr, JC Parry, secictary to the board of trade. 

Mr. T. Plowden, acting secretary to the board 
of trade. 

Mr. W. J. Ilarding, assistant commercial 
resident at Benares. 

Mr. C. M. Ricketts, secretary to the govern- 
ment in the public department. 

Mr. C. Patton, judge and magistrate of 
Djccj Jclalpore. 

Mi. H. Shakcspcaie, judge and magistrate of 
Jessoie. 

Mr. C. 7\ Metcalfe, resident at Delhi, 

Mr. R. Strachev, resident at the court of 
Dowlur RjoScinJea. 

Mr. G. Forbes, superintendent at Chanderna- 
gore. 

Mr. J. Majonbanks, collector of Bundle- 
cund. 

Mr. T. Inglish, second assistant to the export 
warehouse-keeper. 

Mr. H. H Wihon, assay master, during the 
absence of Dr. Leyden. 

Mr. R. II. 1 ulloh, supeiintendcnt of stamps, 

Mr. W. Toone, assistant commercial resident 
at Patna. 

Mr. C. VV. Gaidiner, secretary to government 
in ihc military department. ' 

Mr. A. Scion, governor ol Prince of Wales’s 
island. 

Mr. J. Money, commercial resident at Eta- 
wah and CuJpce. 

Mr. C. J. Davidson, assistant to the superin- 
tendent oi Western Salt Chokies at Sul- 
kea. 


BENGAL MILITARY PROMOTIONS. 


1810. 


January. 

Lieut, col. G. Rail, 8th N. I to be adjr, 
general. 

Major-general R. Macon, to the staff. 


Lieut.-col. Paton, to he commis. gen. Major 
T. Wcgulin, to be deputy. d:>. Capt. R. 
Stevenson, isth N I. and licut. J. Lums- 
tlaiuc, 4 th N.C. to be assistant com mu- 
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saries general. Capt. lieut. G Becher, 5th 

• N. C. to be sub-assistant commissary. Capt. 
W. Casement, 4th N. I. to be deputy quar- 
termaster-general. 

4th Rcgt. N. I. Capt. R. Berne, to be ma- 
jor. Capt. lieut. F. Andree, to be Capt. 
Lieut. J Hunter, to be capt. -lieutenant. 
Ensign C. Christie, to be lieut. 

7th Regt. N. I. Capt. Jieut. G. Cunning- 
ham, to be capt. Lieut. P. T. Comyn, 
to be capt. lieut. Ensign R. Prichard, to be 
lieut. 

23d Regt. N. 1 . Ensign W. Clarke, to be 
lieut. 

9th regt. N. I. Ensign J. Strickl^ to be 
lieut. Ensign W. W. Foord, to be lieut. 

F F. B R U ARY. 

Lieut. F. S. Brownrigg, 8th N. I. to be 
assistant commissary general. 

March. 

Capt. E. Cartwright, 24th regt. N. I. major 
of brigade to lieut. col. Ochtcrlony’s 
detachment.— Lieut. Nicholetts 22d regt. 
N. I. adjutant to the corps of Native in- 
valids. 

Infantry. Senior Major J. Yeung, to be 
lieut. col. 

sd Regt. N. 1. Senior capt. N. Cumber- 
lege, to be major. Capt. lieut. T. Jones, 
to be capt. Senior lieut. J. Pester, to be 
capt. lieut. Senior ensign G. R. Pem- 
berton to be lieut. 

7th Regt. N. I. Senior ensign D. Pringle, 
to be lieut. 

10th Regt. N. 1 . Capt. lieut. F. Rapcr, 
to b* capt. Senior lieutenant J. Thorne, 
to be capt. -lieut. Ensign W. Bowe, to 
be lieut. 

t^th Regt. N. I. Senior capt. W. G. 
Palmer, to be major. Capt. lieut. R 
Bent, to be capt. Senior lieut. W. Dc 
Waal, to be capt. lieut. Senior ensign 
R. Roche, to be lieut. Capt. J. Gordon, 
15th regt. N. I. to be an assistant adjutant 
general. 

16th Regt. N. I. Capt.lieut. P. B. Hume, to 
be a capt. Senior lieut. J. Durant, to be 
capt. lieut. Senior ensign D‘Oyky Aplin, 
to be lieut. 

Infantry. Senior major de Courcy, to be 
lieut. col. 

13th Regt. N. I. Brevet major and senior 
capt.W, G. Maxwell, to be major. Capt. 
lieut. T. Hall, to be Capt. Senior lieut. 
W. Blake, to be capt. lieut. Senior en- 
sign J. Todd, to be lieut. 

1st Regt. N. I. Senior ensign J. Holbro, to 
be lieut. 

18th Regt. N. I. Capt. lieut. W. Collyer, 
to be capt. of a company. Senior lieut. 
A. Armstrong, to be capt. lieut* Senior 
ensign J. C. Mallet to dc lieut. Lieut. 
T. Worsley, 83d regt. N. I. to be uiojor 
of brigade. 

Cavalry. Senior majdr A, Knox, to be 
lieut. col. 

fd Regt. N. C. Brevet major and senior 
capt, M« Fitzgerald, to be major. Capt. 

JM 


lieut. F, J. T. Johnstone, to be capt. of 
a troop. Lirut. K. Swettenham, to he 
capt, lieut. Corpet G. Arnold, 10 be 
lieut. 

Infantry. Senior major, H. A. ODonnel 
to be lieut. col. 

I2ih Regt. N. I. Senior capt. J. Fletcher 
to be major. Capt. lieut. H. Anderson, 
to be capt. of a company. Senior lieut, 

H. Hodgson, to be capt. lieut. Senior 
ensign J. Campbell, to be lieut. 

21st Regt. N. 1. Capt.lieut. C. Peach, to 
be capt. of a company. Senior lieut. J. 
Swinton, to be capt. lieut. Senior ensign 
II. Dwyer to be lieut. 

2jd Regt. N. I. Capt. lieut. G. Birch, to 
be capr. of a company. Senior lieut. B. 
Roope,to be capt.lieut. Senior ensign G. 
MacdoncII, to be lieut. 

2,5th Regt. N. I. Senior lieut. W. De 
\Va3l, to be capt. lieut. Senior ensign 
R. Roche, to be lieut. Capt. lieut. W. 
De Waal, to be capt. of a company. 
Senior lieut. T. P. Smith, to be capt. 
lieut. Settlor ensign H. Caldwell, to be 
lieut. 

April. 

16th Regt. N. I. Brevet major, and senior 
capt. J. Delamain, to be major. Capt. 
lieut. J- Durant, to be capt. Senior 
lieut. J. W. Edwards, to be c«,pt. lieut. 
Senior ensipn D. Ogilvy, 10 be lieut. - 
j 9th Regt. N. I. Brevet major and senior 
capt. W. Franklin, to be major. Capt. 
lieut. R. French, to be cap r Lieut. J. 
Muiray, to be capt.lieut. Ensign J. r. 
Berguer, to be lieut. Assi^iant surgeon 
W. L. Grant, to be surgeon. Major 
gen. F. Champagne, to the staff. 

3d Reg. N. C. Senior lieut. N. IIodgC9 # 
to be capt. lieut. Senior cornet C. C. 
Smvth, to be lieut. To be ensigns. N. 
Stewart, J. Campbell, H. Carter, V. 
L. Palmer, G. C. Haughton, W. Capjon, 
J. Fraser, B. Purvis, Ii. W. Dvson, D. 
Campbell, J. MacTmosh, T. Wa r d, A. 
C. Macinurdo, W. P. Welland, Ii. S. 
Reid, J. Ellis, A. Dow, T. W. Incell, 
W. Raima; Capt. W. Ii. Wood, of 
the European iegimem, 10 act as assistant 
adjutant general. Majoi gen. Macao, 
commanding ofhcci of the tioops at the 
presidency station, to be vice president of 
the Military board. Capt. A. M*Grc- 
gor, to be supernumerary aid-de-camp to 
ihc gov. general. 

June. 

To be ensigns. IT W. Dvson, 1st bat. 1st 
Regt. N. I. A. Djvidsoo, 1st bat. yth 
regt. N. I. F. Wigney, sd bat. 15th regt. 
N I. H. S Reid, pd bar. 17th regt. N. 

I. W. H. Earle. 2d bat. 19 regi N. I. 
W. B. Gi?d|estone, 1st bar 23d regt. N. 
I. C. Thoresby, ed bat. lqth regt. N. I, 

3d Regr. N. I. Brevet’ major capt. F,. 
French, to be major. Capt. lieut. W. B. 
Walker, to be capt. Lieut, H. S, Pep- 
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per, to be capt. lieut. Ensign C. J. Le- 
vade, to be lieut. 

9th Regt. N. I. Ensign G. J. B. John- 
stone, to be lieut. Capt. A. Campbell, 
^rh N- I. to be assistant commissary 
general. 

15th Regt. N. I. Capt. lirur. W. R. 
Gilbert, to be capt, Li.'ut. H. E. G. 
Cooper, to be capt. lieut. Ensign J. 
F. Hvdf , to be lieut. 

*6th Regt. N. I. Ensign A.E. Charters to 
be lieut. 

July. 

1st Regt. N. I. Capt. W. Rankin, to be 
major. Capt. lieut. J. MacfarUne, to 
be capt. Lieut. A. Stewart (isi) to 
capt. lieut. Ensign S. Maltby, to be lieut. 
Lieut. C. Russell, of the yist N. I. is 
appointed to the command of the escort, 
at Hydrabad. 

Ai'Gt's r. 

Lieut. R. Smith is appointed field Engineer 
with the Bengal division. Capt- J. Stuart, 
of the honourable company’s European 
regiment, to be assist, commissary general. 
Mr- J. Blanch, and Mr. G. E. Gerard, 
to be sub. assistants to the commissary 
general. 

Skptembfr. 

Artillery. Senior capt. T. Dowell, to be 
Major. Capt. lieut- E. Graham, to be 
c.*pt. Senior lieut. A. Fraser, to be capt. 
lieut. Senior lieut. F. G. N. C Camp- 
bell, to be lieut. Senior major G. Con- 
stable to be licut.-col, Capt. f. D. Sher- 
wood, to be major. ( apt. lieut. W. 
Mitchell, to be capt- Iyieur. W. M‘Qu- 
hoe, to be capt. lieut. Lieut. F. D. 
McAlister, to be lieut. 

Senior Major J. W. Adams, to be lieut. - 
colonel. Major H- Worsley, to be lieut. - 
colonel. Major T. Salkeld, to be lieut,- 
coloncl. Major T. Morgan, to be lieut. - 
colonel. 

fth Reg. N. 1 . Captain lieut. C. Martin, 
te be captain. Senior lieut. S. P. Bishop, 


to be captain-lieut. Senior ensign W. 
Cubitt, to be lieutenant. „ * 

7th Reg. N. I. Senior capt. and brevet- 
major B. Kelly, to be major. Captain 
lieut. P. T. Comyn, to be captain. Senior 
lieut J. Delaniain, to be captain-lieut. 
Senior ensign C. Chrichton, to be lieut. 

lO’h Reg. N. I. Senior capt. and brevet- 
major G- M‘Morine, to be major. Cap- 
uiii-lieut. J. Thorne, to be captain. Senior 
lieut. S. H. Tod, 10 be captain-lieut. En- 
sign R. Shorediche, to be lieut. 

*6rh Reg. N- I. Captain and brevet-major 
B. Stewart, to be major. Captain-lieut. 
A.Tfld, to be captain. Senior lieut. F. 
Dickson, to he captain-lieut. Ensign A. 
Walter, to be lieutenant. 

27th Reg N. I. Semoi capt. and bicvet- 
m.ijor R. Morrell, to be major. Capt. 
lieut. H. A- Boscawen, to be captain. 
Senior lieut. A. Ahemethy, to be capt. 
lieut. Ensign R. H. Gosling, 10 he lieut. 

71b Reg. N. C. Capt. lieut. R. Srerlmg, 
to be captain. Lieut. J Jones, to he capt. 
lieut. Cornet C. S. Waiing to he lieut. 

Corps of Engineers. Lieut D. M‘Leod, to 
he captain. Etuign W. E. Morrison, to 
be lieutenant. 

Regiment af Artillery. Capt- T. Hill, to 
be major. Capt. -lieut. S. S. Hay, to be 
captain. Lieut- J. Cookson, to be capt,- 
lieut. Lieut. J. J Farrington, to be lieut. 
Liar. F. G. Brooke, to he lieut. 

11th Reg. N. 1 . Capt. -lieut- H. P. Davies, 
to be captain. Lieut. J. H. Ashburn, to 
be capt. -lieut. Ensign J. Oliver, to be 
lieutenant. 

D FCfcMBHR. 

Captain J. M- Johnson, of the 21st reg. N. 
I. to lie supernumerary aid-de-camp to his 
lordship. 

Lieut. R. Tickcll, to be garrison engineer 
and executive officer at Allahabad. 

The icv. doctor Young, to be chaplain to the 
garrison of Fort William; and the rev. 
Mr. Henderson, chaplain at the station ot 
Dinaporc. 
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MADRAS CIVIL APPOINTMENTS. 
1810 . 


January. 

Mr. R.Orme, cleikof crown and arraigns, 
and of indictments. 

Mr. J. Williams, dep. -register, and protho- 
notary, &c. 

Mr. J. Shaw, clerk to the hon. the chicf- 
jnsuce. • 

H. Compton, esq king’s advocate. 

Fk h ii r \ u Y- 

Mr. J. Haig, aS'istant - superintendent of 
stamps. 

Mr. C. Ross, collector at Cuddap.ih. 

Mr. C. Roberts, heari- .lssis-ant to the col- 
lector ot Arr««r. 

Mr. J. G Turnbull, register to the court of 
Adawlm, Nonh Malabar 

Mr. W O.SIukespcar, assistant-judge, at Ma- 
dura. 

Mr. S Hnu'flower, do. do. at Canara. 

Mr. G. Gregory, judge and magistrate in 
the Ziil.ih Salem. 

Mr. R. H. Young, do. do. do. Tinnevclly. 

Mr. S. Ibhetson, register to the couit of 
Ad iwlut, R.ij.ihmundry. 

Mr. II D'ckenson, assistant register to the 
court of appeal and circuit ioi the centre 
division. 

Map c ii- 

F f. Collis, esq. agent for transports. 

Mr. W. Saunders, Gcntoo translator. 

A i’ n i r. 

Mr. F. Holland, assistant-secretary to go- 
vernment in military depirtment. 

Mi.C. M. Smith, register to the court of 
Adawlur, Seriugapatam. 

Mr. W. Bell, assistant to the collector at 
Salem. 

Mr. II. Mortlock, assistant to the register to 
the court of Suddcr and Foujdarce Adaw- 
lut. 

M a y . 

Mr. M. G. Hudson, commercial resident at 
Ganjam. 

Mr. II. Taylor, commercial resident at Viza- 
gaprnam. 

Mr. E. Coxc, commercial resident atMasu- 
lipatam. 

Mi. W. Dodwcll, commercial resident at 
Maddcpollam. 

Junk. 

Mr. G. Fischer, master attendant at Tuta- 
corm. 

Mr. W. Oliver, deputy-register to the court 
of Suddcr and Foujd^rrec Auawlut. 

Mr- J. C. Wliisn, assistant to the superin- 
tendent of stamps. 

Mr. St. John Thackeray, do. do. 

Mr. J, Stokes, do. do. 


Mr. ]. Haig, assistant to the collector of the 

northern division of Arcot. 

Mi . H. G. K«*cne, first assistant to the register 
to the court of Sudderand Foujdaree Adaw- 
lut . 

JUI-Y. 

Mr-T. Rolland, master attendant at Quilpn. 

A i; c u s t . 

Mr. G. K. Jessup, examiner in the secret, 
pointed, and Foreign, department. 

Mr. J. King, do. under the secretary l 
government in the military department. 

Mr. J. II. Pybus, assistant m the revenue and 
judicial departments. 

Mr. R. Anderson, assistant in the revenue 
and judicial departments. 

Mr. R. Anderson, master attendant and 
marine storekeeper. 

Mr. R. Rogers, assistant under the collector 
of Chmglrput. 

Mr. B. Cunlilfe, fixed examiner under the 
secretary in the revenue and judicial de- 
partments of government. 

September. 

W. Petrie, Esq. senior member under coun- 
cil of the hoard of revenue. 

Mr. I. R. Bat well, commissioner for inves- 
tigating the Nabobs* debts. 

Mr. W. Larkins, assistant to the chief secre- 
tary to government.' 

Mr. J. Gwatkin, secretary to the board of 
trade. 

Mr. J. M < Dowell, Dutch translator to go- 
\ eminent. 

Mr. II. Lacon, assistant to the register of 
ihecounof Suddcr Udalut. 

Mr. H. Dickenson, assistant register Cnit- 
toor. 

Mr. J.B. Pybus, assistant superintendent of 
stamps. | 

October. 

W. Thackeray, esq. acting chief secretary to 
government. 

Mr. E. W. Cunliffe, assistant register of 
the court of Sudder Adawlut. 

Mr W. Waite, acting junior member to 
the hoard ot revenue. 

Mr. J. Cotton, acting secretary to do. 1 

Mr. J. Riddle, acting collector of the southern 
division of Ariot. 

Mr. J. Lautom, to be assistant superin- 
tendent of the export warehouse. 

Mr. W. Bell, assistant collector Coimba- 
toor. 

Mr. II. Mortlock, fixed examiner in the 
<?ouitof Suddcr and Foujdarce Adawlut. 
November. 

Mr. J. Nesbu assistant secretary to go- 
vernment in political department. 
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Mr. H. W. Kensington, assistant secretary 
to board ot revenue. 

Mi. B Harmon, do.do. do. 

Mr. \V. T. Blair, .isMsianf register to the 
cour id Sadder and Foujdarre Udalut. 

Mr F Ilol'ani. istaor,^ ollector Salem. 
Dpcfmhek. 

The hen L G. K Murray, collector of 

Rajahmu.idry 

Mr. J Hynu, judge and magistrate of Trichi- 

pop-. v 

Mr ’ Long, do. do Madura. 

M r Woodcock, do do. Ganjain. 

M r E Powuey, do. do Combukonum. 
Mr. W Olphert^ sheriff of Madraspatnam 
for the ensuing year * 

Mr. S H Gieig, justice of the peace. 
January, 1 H 1 1 . 

W. Thackeray, E>q. chief secretary to go- 
vernment. 


J. H. Peile, Esq. Persian translator to go- 
vernment. ' 

Mr.W.T. Blair, assistant in the office of 
the accountant general. 

Mr. W Wayte, junior member of the board 
of revenue. 

Mr. W. Oliver, secretary to the board of 
revenue. 

Mr. F. Galiagan, superintendent of stamps. 

Mr. C. Higginson, register to the provin- 
cial court of appeal for the southern 
division. 

Mr. C. J R. Ellis, do. do. for the northern 
division. 

, February. 

H. Compton, Esq. standing council to the 
company at fort St George. 

Mr. H. Mortlock. deputy Persian transla- 
tor to government. 


MADRAS MILITARY PROMOTIONS. 

IB 10. 


January. 

Capt. J. W. Whyte, deputy judge advocate, 
ceded districts. Lieut F. Gregor, adit. 
2d bat. 21 at N. 1. Lieut C Hall, adjt. 
2d hat 16th N. 1. Lieut E. H. Leith, 
adjt 2d hat. 22d N I Lieut. W. Kelso, 
superintendent of Bazars. Travancore. 

5 r h N l Ln->gn C Foulton to be iieut. 

7th N. I. Ens.gn C. S. Williams, to be lieut. 

February. 

Cornet M. C Ci«ase, to be adjt. of the body 
guard of the governor, 

Capt Brodic 11th N.I. to 2d. hat. of pio- 
neers 

Lieut -coL Orrock, from 19th, to Sd N. F. 

Lieut, col Barclay, from .‘3d, to 19th N I 

Conct Russel, to he quarter-master, oth 
N. C. 

Lieut. J. Mallindame, 18th N. I. to beHin- 
dos'aiue instructor, Cuddalore 

Senior major of cavalry, T. Nuthall, to be 
lieut. -col. 

6th N C. Capt. H. Munt, to be major. 
Capt -lieut T. H. S. Conway, to be capt. 
Lieut. J. $mith, to be capt. -lieut Cor- 

net J. M. Shakespeare, to be lieut. H. 
Smith to be cornet. 

Lieut. Haultain, to be inspector of Poligar 
forts. 

Capt W.Mtmro, 15th N. I. to command the 
Madras volunteer bat, Lieut, R. Rollcs- 
ton, to be adjt. ditto. 


March. 

Artillery. — Lieut. -col T. Clarke, to be 
lieut. - col. commandant. Major J. W. 
Freese, to be lieut. -col. Capt. J. Tayn- 
ton, to be major. Capt.-licut. W. G. 
Pearse, to be capt. Lieut B. Bishop, to 
be rapt -lieut. Lieut. C. W. Black, to 
be lieut. Lieut. B. Mackintosh, of the 
1st bat. of artillery, is posted to the squa- 
dron of horse artillery. 

Corps of Arti.'Iery. — Major Sir J. Sinclair, 
hart, to be lieut. -col. Capt. M. Beau- 

man, to be major. Capt -lieut. J. Paske, 
to be capt. of a company. Lieut. J. Wil- 
kinson, to be capt.-lieut. Lieut. Fire- 
worker A. Crawford, to be lieut. 

Major N. M. Smyth, to be military se- 
cretary to the officer commandiug the 
army. 

Capt.-licut. L. M. G. Showers, commis- 
sary of stores, and superintendent of the 
laboratory at St. Thomas's Mount. 

Major J. Vernon, of the 6’th reg. N. I. to be 
deputy quarter master - general to the 
troops ( under orders for foreign service. 
Capt E. Parkison, of H. M.’s 3*3d reg. 
to be deputy adjt -gen to the troops. 

Lieut. A. Walker, to act as brigade major 
to the troops in Ma^bar and Canara. 
Ensign J. Addison, to be aid-de-camp to 
the officer commanding the army. Lieut . 
Power, to be fort adjutant of Bellary. 
Lieut.-colonel Campbell, of H. M.’s 33d 
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reg. to command the bat. of flank com- 
panies undet orders for foreign service, 
Lieutenant Ashe, of H. M.’s 12th reg. 
of foot, to be adjt. and lieut. E. Andei son, 
of H M.’s 33d r eg. of foot, to lie quar- 
ter-master to lieut -col. Campbell’s bat. 
Mr, W. Hall, to be agent for transports. 
Captain J Paske, of the 2d hat. of artil- 
lery, to be commissar, of stores. Capt. 

E W. Snow.ol the 12th reg, N. I to be 
commissary of grain and provisions, and 
capt. W. Syms, of H M.’s 69th reg. of 
foot, to be pay-master to the troops pro- 
ceeding on toreign seivice Lieut H. 
Harvey, of the iiOth reg. N. 1 t<j be agent 
for public cattle 

3d Reg N. I. Capt. C. Lucas, to he major. 
Capt lieut. T. 1\ Stevenson, to be capt. 
Lieut. A. Stewart, to fie capt. lieut. En- 
sign G. W. Eccles, to be lieut. 

2d N 1. Capt. lieut. F. W \ViI90n, tube 
capt. Lieut J Ford, to be capt. lieut. 
Ensign G. Strachan, to be lieut Senior 
major P. Richardson, from the 2d 

N I. to be lieut -col Capt G. R A. 

Kelly to be major Capt. lieut. J. Ford, 
to lie capt Lieut. C Elphinstone, to be 
capt lieutenant Ensign J. Dalziel, to be 
lieut. Capt lieut C. Elphinstone, to be 
capt Lieut E. Osborne, to be capt. 
lieut. Ensign J. P. James, to he lieut. 
Sefnor major of infantry, H. W. Rad- 
clifte, from the 15th N. Reg. to be lieut.- 
co one I . 

15th N. R. Capt. J Camyibell, to be major. 
Capt lieut. T. Wren, to be capt. Lieut. 
H. Y. Kent, to be capt lieutenant. Ensign 
A. M‘Cormick, to be lieut. 

April. 

Major C D. Biuce, to be lieut. -col. 

20th N. R. Cam G (usUnce, to be major. 
Capt lieut. B. W, Lee, to be capt. Lieut. 
C, Brooke, to be capt lieut. and ensign 
J. Fergusson to be lieut. % 

5th N R. Capt. A. Molesworth, to be 
major. Capt. lieut Sir M. Blakistone, 
to be capt. Lieut J. Carnac, to be capt. 
lieut. Ensign C. Sinnock, to be lieut. 
Major J. Haslewood, to be lieut.- col. 

2-lth N. R. Capt. J B. Seward, to be major. 
Capt. lieut. C. Wulbier, to be capt. Lieut. 
J. L. Charlesworth, to be capt. -lieut. 
Ensign J. James, to be lieut. 

19th N. R. Capt C. T. G. Bishop, to be 
Major. Capt. lieut. W. H. Loftie, to be 
capt. Lieut. W. S Smith, to be capt.- 
lieul. Ensign F. Ball, to be lieut. 

Lieut. W. Kutzleben, baron, to be canton- 
ment adjt. at Wallajahbad. Lieut. Mar- 
shal, of the20th reg. N. I. adjt. to the 2d 
bat. of that regiment. 

Capt. Hughes is appointed to the 2d bat. of 
pioneers. * 

4th Reg. C. Capt.-lieut. G. Gillespie, to be 
capt.JLieut. R, Palin, to be capt.-lieut, 


Cornet G. W. T. Erskine, to be lieut. 
Cornet A. Reid, to be cornet. 

Corps of Engineers. — Lieut. J. R. Cleg- 
horn, to be capt.-lieut. Ensign J. Mack- 
intosh) to be lieut. 

Corps ot Artillery. — Lieut. J, H. Frith, to 
be capt -lieut. Lieut. Fireworker, A. L. 
Murray, to be lieut. Lieut H. Rud- 
yard, to be capt -lieut. Lieut. Fireworker, 
H Stuar* to be lieut. 

Madras European Reg. — Capt.-lieut. D. 
Forbes, to be capt, Lieut. G L. Nixon, 
to be capt -lieut. Ensign W. J. Dacre, 
to be lieut. 

8th Reg. N. I Capt.-liem. H. Davie, to be 
• capt. Lieut. D. Cars®*s, to be capt.- 
lieut. EnsignS Meddowcroft, to be lieu\ 

1 lth Reg. N. I. Capt. J. P. Winfield, to be 
major. Capt -iieut. L Poignand, to be 
capt. Lieut. H. Downes, to be capt.-lieut. 
Ensign R. S. Wilson, to be lieut. Ensign 
T J. Hammond, to be lieut. 

12th N. 1 Capt.-lieut. P Robertson, to be 
capt. Lieut J. Green, to be capt.-lieut. 
Ensign 'J* Wakefield, to be lieut. Capt.- 
lieut J. Green, to be capt. Lieutenant. 

J. Henry, to be capt.-lieut. Ensign C. 
W. Mackintosh, to be lieut, 

15’ h N. I. Capt.-lieut. J. Hall, to be 
capt. Lieut. E s. Patishall, to be capt.- 
lieut. Ensign J. Hume, to be lieut. 

17th N. 1. Captain J. 1). Greenhill, to be 
major. Capt. lieut. A. N. Bertram, to be 
capt Lieut. R. Dalgairns, to be capt.- 
lieut. Ensign C. G Brown, to be lieu». 
21st N. I. Capt. J. litzpatrick, to be major. 
Capt -lieut C. Stewart, to be capt. Lieut. 
J. Lea, to be capt.-lieut. Ensign J. Nash, 
to be lieut. 

24th N. 1 Capt.-lieut. J. L. Charlesworth, 
fo be capt. Lieut. W. Fernyhough,to he 
capt -lieur. Ensign W. Thompson, to be 
lieutenant. 

Corps of Artillery. — Lieut. Fireworker H. 
H. Gore, to be lieut. Capt -lieut. E. M. 
(J. Showers, to be capt. Lieut. J Briggs 
to be capt.-lieut Lieut. Fireworker T. 
Nelson, to be lieut. 

6th Reg. Ensign W. R. Thompson, to be 
lieut. 

17th N. 1. Ensign H. W Hodges, to be 
lieutenant. 

25th N. 1. Ensign W. Bonest, to be lieut. 
Doctor Harris, to be superintending sur- 
geon to the expedition destined for foreign 
service. Mr surgeon D. Scott, and 
Messrs*, assistant surgeons Stephenson and 
Chalmers, to be hospital stafT. Mr. as- 
sistant surgeon W. Jones, to be .deputy 
medical storekeeper to the expedition. 
Major V. Blacker, to be quarttr-master 
general of the army, with the official rank 
.of lieut.-col. 

Capt R. B. Otto, to be deputy quarter-master 
general of the army, frith the official rank 
of major. 

Lieut. W.Biss, to be assistant quarter-mas- 
ter general. 
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Lieut.-col. James Leith, to he Persian in- 
terpreter to head quarter*. 

Capt J. W Whyte, to he assistant quarter- 
master general, in the centre division of 
the army 

Lieut J Scott junio', of the 2'Jd rcg. N. 1. 
to he deputy judge advocate in the ceded 
districts 

Lieut. C ' racroft, to he adj itant to the 1st 
hat ‘J’dicg N I. Cipt 1* Smith waite, 
to command the -d. hit. of Pioneers 
Corps ot Ai tiller y — Capt.-heut. IVI H. 
Court, to I’e capt L-eut W Cul en, to 
be capt.iindn ur. I kiKuunt Fireworker, 
A. C Clirichum, to he licut. 

Lieut. -co JohnCimo Durand, to bclicuA- 
colonel commandant. 

11th N. I. Capt. J I’.ue^vni to he major. 

Capt. licut. J .Simons, to he capt. 

Ensign W Boithwick, to he ieut 
Senior major Ii Fraser, irom the Jth N. R. 
to he lieu? -tol. 

3th N I. Capt J. Gcnnv*, to he major. 
Capt.-heut, J. Carnac, to be capt. l.n ut. 
G, Maunseii, to he capt. -licut. . Ensign 
G M Giant, to he licut 
Mr- -I Smart, to he no 'l-si-^ant surgeon on 
this c-wh isluncnt. The right lion thego- 
veruo r general in council is pleased to di- 
lect, th it the un ermcn ioc.ed odirers he 
appointe I to the st ,ir at Got, from the 
fiist ot Ma\ nest 

Major N. M Smyth, of the 1 1th reg. N. I. 
to he h,»r aek m.i-ter. 

Capt. Y. A. S A*. h ’nut v, of the Nth reg. N. 
1 to he pi\ master and garnom *lore 
keeper. i 

Capt F. H*»y, of the 18th r eg N I. to 
he m j i ot h: kT*de. 

Cii»t - lieut. C Gihagan,- of artillery, to 
he commits ir v of stints 
Lieut. W Stone, « f the LMth rig N I to be 
superintendent of Bazars andlou adju- 
tant. 

Capt - 'out G Osborne, to be* quarter-master 
of brigade in Travaneore 
lfnh N R. Capt. H. M. Kelly, tn he 
major. Capt.-heut W. Smith, to he 
capt. Lieut H. Norton, to he capt -lieut. 
Frdgn D. Donaldson, to be licut 
Col. Gordon, H. M *s S'ith regiment, to 
command in the garrison of fort St. 
George. 

Major Sir C. Burdctt. to command at 
Poonamallee. Capt. Barrow, of H M.’9 
69th regiment, to pay the families of that 
r eg. and his majesty’:* Sf.rh. Mr. sur- 
geon A Mackenzie, to he a superintend- 
adg-eurgeon. 

» Mat ,* 

Lieut. M. Creagh, ot H M/s 8Gth reg to 
he hrigjde major to lieut. col Fraser. 

£Oth Reg Capt -lieur. C. Brooke, to be 
capt Lieut H. Harvey, to be capt.- 
lieur Ensign W. K. R»ci h r-, to he licut. 
Captain T. Stewart, to be assistant adjt. 
fpneVat m the ceded ^lUtriUs. Capt. W. 


C. Campbell, to be assistant quarter- mas- 
ter general in the ceded districts. Capt/ 
R. Davis, to act as deputy judge advo- 
cate to the Hydrabad subsidiary force, 
l.ieut. T. Prendergast, to be fort adjutant 
of asnhp.it am. 

2lsi Reg N. I Capt A. Fair, to, be ma- 
j«.r ( apt.-lieur. J. Lea, to be captain, 
l.ieut W Fair, to be capr -lieur. Ensign 
II Robinson, to be lieut. Mr. assistant 
surgeon Chalmers, to ailbrd medical aid 
to i lie /a I .di court at Onoic Mr. assist- 
ant surgeon Rrvieic, to aflord medical 
aid to r l.e pjairhonot Cochin. Mr. as- 
hist, up surgeon Cook to iikechaigeof 
the modi' al duties of the garrison at 
Ryacottab. 

June. 

Mr. surgeon Rogers, to tv/ce charge of the 
medi .d duties of the g .riison ol Vi/.aga- 
p.ua.ii 

l°th N. I. Capl.-licut. H. Norton, to be 
cap , 'a n l.ieut II C. Harvey, to be 
rapt hunt. Ensign J l>mi.ii\nc, to bo 
lieut. Major ot in Gin 1 1 v , 11 S. ScotL, 
f i otii the Till N R to h** heut -i ol. 

7 tli Reg N 1 (\ipt G. Ki ites, to be 
major. Capt -I cut C. J.n ksmi, to be 
capt. Licut. J Hampton, to be capt.- 
li'Tit Fi.si :n II White, to be lieut 

Lrii Reg. C q»l -licit W Moore, to he 
capt l.'eut K West ti* be rapt hint. 
En«ign John ( »wvnne, to be In ur. Mi. 
Ml g on ( i .Andirsitn to be superintend- 
ing Mirgeon of Mysoi r. Mr. surgeon 
Pender, to at For I medic il aid to the sta- 
tions o RoiihoiH • aud Coorimicona di. 
Lieut. W. Oiindw, of the 1 1* rig. N I. 

to olliente for In utenaut colonel Leith. 

Tribe m.ijois h\ hc>. V( I , m the List Indus 
onl ', rapt J. L. C dd\u*!l, and J. Blair, 
of the iorps of Lngu errs I, mil. T. 

Dirk to b adjutant, q t h N. ( ’. Lieut. 
H. J.Wdk iroo”, to he adjt. tnd hat, i3:h 
N. Land J. Blau, of the eui pad engineers. 

J I IV- 

3«1 . Reg. \\ I — Capt. T. Little, to he ma- 
jor. Capt - 1 1 'Mit A- Stewart, ro he capt. 
Lieur J. Walkri, to he c apt.-lieur. En- 
sign VV. Sh pb.cid, to Iv henr. 

nth Reg. N. I -E.sign II. IVaison, to he 
lieur. Suuor major of n fauiry, J. Lind- 
sav. f i oin dv* lull N. R. to hi heut. -col. 

till) Reg. N r . I. -Capt. M. L. Pereira, to 
be major. Caj t.-h uf. H. Downes, to be 
capt. l.ieut. R Evans, to be capt.-heut. 
Ensign F. ( r. B. Emus m be lieut. 

Cadets. — J. Morn. on, to be cornet. 

J. G. Prohy, H. Fullerton, D. Sims, to be 
ensigns of engineers. 

W. r. Slade, (J. ii. Gibbs, J. Grim pshaw, 
R. Dumnore. II. (). Bums, A. Me Ar- 
thur. G. Walker/ j. L. Richardson, W. 
Cunningham, A. Glcig, R. S, Swam, to 
be ensigns. 
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17th N. I.— Lieut. J. Ogilvie, to be capr - 

• iieut. 

19th Reg. N I. — Ensign W. Bevton, to be 
lieut. Ensign H- Matthews, to be lieut. 

September. 

Lieut. H. Cramer, of his majesty's 30* h 
regiment, fort adjutant and paymaster to 
the depot at ,.Poonamal)eo. L-eur -col. }- 
Dtghton, to command at W/i) j ihhad. 
Mr Assistant surgeon S|w irs, to pcifoi in the 
me d1r.1I dut i r *s at ( nndaioie. Li- lit. 
0‘K.inmn, 1/yh rtgi. N- 1 . to lv adjutant 
to the ail bat- Lieut. 1’. Prnui»'|g 1st , of 
theqihngt. N. 1 . to be adjutant to the 
nil b*»t Lieut. H. Smr.h, or the 2j*h 
regt N. L to he fort adjutant of Mnsuli- 
paiam. Hi ■ exrelh my li<*ur.-j;cn. the ho- 
noutahle John Abetnombic, to the thief 
commaiid of file t loops Ctnpiovtd f«n 
foreign service. M.jor gen. id. \V iru. , 
to ( onun.i; >1 the troops proct « dmg fiom 
Mjt'rrt'. C/olom l Gulespx oi !i s m-»j' s- 
‘ragooos, to r o-nm.iMi 1 he iotte 
in \L nodi, duiing the alv' ne< of major- 
g'*n. Wad , aril lieut. *col. Ad .no to 
rormnai'ii a, Buigdote. Capt. \\ < bstcr, 
of t < 10 4 > S 1 N . 1. to he a*. < via ;ml d: - 
camp, to TnjjOr-gencal Warde. Caoets. 
Mr. 1 ). Walker, to be co’ tic:. 

Arnll ry. Mess’s. N, I Iunu r R. Hopper, 
| . [. Carnage, to be lieut. flic vm.i k' r> . 

Inf-mu 1 .. Messrs, f. I. Xixon, W. Cover, 
|. Sngg-tli, S. Y lVEsieirc, | lit irfv, 
\V. (iiahim, W. S>s iv, L Lonsdale, 
K. Fitzgerald, J. Mar .n tney, )■ Kcr, 
Marsh ll Keith Young, to be ensigns. 

Ocro 1; k r . 

Capt. G. F.. Btrlow, piivatc secretary, to 
t!i : honorable the governor. Lieut. -col. 
commandant P. A. Agncw, R. Mackay, 
II. M Lean, to he colonels. Luut.-col. 
tommatida it 1 '. l)iiUs, A Cuppage, A. 
l av lor, ) Chalmcis, A- Dvce, K- Ma- 
calistei, (.'.Comer, R. M. Strange, J. J. 
Durand, to be colonels. 

6th Reg. N. 1 . Capt. J. M‘Dougall, to he 
major. Capt. lieut- F. Bowes, to be capt. 
Lieut. N. II. I Iathcviy , to be capt. lieut. 

251I1 Reg. N. I. Capt. lieut. S. S. Cum- 
mer, 10 be capt. him. /P. Henderson, 
to he capt. lieut. Ensign J. Cumming, 
to be lieut. Capt. Hodgson, to act as 
assistant adjutant general in Mysore. 
Captain J. T. Trcwmaii, to act as 
assistant quai tor-master general in My- 
sore. Coi. P. A. Agncw, military secre- 
tary. Capt. Tylden, H. M.\ 43d reg. 
Capt. W. Dickson, 6th reg. N. C. atds-cie- 
camps to his excellency lieut. gen. Sir S 
Achtnutv. Capt. (^natchhull of H. M.’s 
Soih regiment, to he a supernumerary aid, 

1 de-camp to his excellency the coimmndei- 
in-chicf. Capt. W. Morrison^ of the 
Jst bat. of artillery to be commissary gen. 


lGp 

with the official rank of major, and with a 
scat at the inilinry board, uniil the plea- 
sure of the honour able the court of dircc- 
rcuors shall be known. Major A Mack- 
intosh, of the 2d reg N 1. Major A. 
Grant, of the 24 h reg. N. I. Capt. T. 
Sk wait, of ih-* cgh teg. N. I. Capt. W. 

I. jo.tCs, id the lKth reg. N. I. Capt. H. 
A. Puo haus, of ibe 2.5th rrg. N. I. Capt. 

II. Hjiv'V, of the 2ot h regiment, 
N. 1. Lieut. J. Shaw, of the 17th 
N. I. to be assistant commissaries gen. 
Lieu.. M. (.uM/or, '.1,5th N J. Lieut. A- 
C'l'Timing, 2<i N. I. heir. Campbell, 
N. C. to lit sub-assistants; Lieut. B. Mac- 

tkmto !i, to be quarter ir.fttcr of horse ar- 
tillery. L’cuf 1). Agncw, to be adjutant 
to “d b.i T 3 1 r M. I. Lieut Goble, 
to be adju' 1 ■: to he 2d bar 31I reg. N. 1, 
C*p f . ). W. Whyte, of the 13th reg. 
N I. to be brig uie major in the ceded 
district. Ln*ut. S. >tt, ^junior) of the 
2°d r g. N. I to he qmrter master of 
brigade, mi the utird c!:s ,f icts. Lteur. 
Cumpmi/Ii.-'ii, 1 3 r h leg. N, I. to be quarter 
master ut b.i, »^e. .it Goa. Cipt. Elphin- 
surie, 9.d reg. X. I b’l/ide major in Mv- 
soic. Lapt. W -e, iyh irg. N. I bri- 
gade (jujiie.-ni.istcr ii' Mvsor*-. Capt. 
Tu ivnun, 2 yd leg. N T . I to be hng.idc 
quarii r-nnsier to the centre division. 
Cob A. Tavlor, to command ihe gam- 
s' n of tort .St George. Cap r . C. Heath, 
to be nnji ( apt. lieut Hampton, to 
be < ipt. Lieu’. | ll. Kettle, 10 be capt. 
Ik ut Ei’vgn B. Hitchens to be licui- 
C'pt. R. Macuow all. to be major, capt. 
beat. \V. Fmnvi.O’tgh, to be cnpain. 
Litwt. C F ToP ' y, to be capt. iieut. 
Ensign G. Gill, to be lieut. 

Nov EM BE R. 

1st Reg. C.ivalrv. Lieut. M. Kemble, to 
be qujiti r- master. 

2d R g. N. I. Lieut. W. James, to be 
adjutant to the 2d bat. 

171b R *g. N. 1 . Lieut G. Schcons to be 
adjuMiit to the 1st hat. Lieut. H ■ O. 
Tornno, to be superintending engineer, 
in the ceded districts. Lieut. /. Mackin- 
fnsli, to be superintending engineer at 
Goa. 

D r. c £ M P. f. R . 

% 

Senior licut.-col. A. Tavlor, to be lirut — 
col . commandant ih‘c6. Senior major 
Fletcher, from the 17th N. R. to be lieut.- 
col. 

17th N. R. — ('apt. M- Stewart, to be major. 
Capt. Iieut. C. I'. Haiton, to be capt, 
Lieut. G. L. Waliab, to be capt. Lieut, 
ensign T. Jackson, to bejieut. Senior ma- 
jor H. Buchan, from the acd N. I. to be 
lieut. -col. 

ssd N. Reg. — Capr. W. P. Heitland, robe 
major. Capt. lieut. J. Lindsay, to be 
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capt. Lieut. W. Hankins, to be capt- 
lieut. Ensign E Y. Hancock, to be lieut. 
Senior major T. Marriott, from the 25th 
N. R. tobe lieut. -col. 

25th N R % — Capt T. Gurncll, to be ma- 
jor. Capt. lieut R. Davis, to be rapt. 
Lieut. J. M. Coombs 10 be captain- lit ut. 
Ensign J. Willows, to be Lem . Senior 
major G Harlow* horn the 8th N. R. to 
be iicut col. 

8th N. Reg — Cipi. W Blackburn, to be 
major Capt lieut. T * Johnson, to be 

capt. L, ut f G. B' 'ii.g barn, to be 

capt. -hem E’lMgu J. Wooil to be lieut. 

Senior nnjor W^on, troin i6ih N. R. to 
belirq.-co'. # 

l6th N. R-g Cipt. D-nron, to be 
major. Cap*, lieut P. M. C..tflev. »o be 
capt Lieut T. J'-nkins, 10 b • c jpi -hull. 
Erivipu f. Pi rrv, to l> In ut. Si i.wr major 

P. H. V, ,e), f:om 1 hr 2d N. R. to be 

lieut. -col. 

3d N. R,g. — Cipt J Welsh, to be major. 
Capt. -lieut H H Pepper, to bt rapt. 
Lieut. I Carhar, to be Ci pr.-lirut. Ensign 
W. Willidir.son, to lie i\eu». S* mor ma- 

J ’or f. N eagle, from the 4th N. R. to be 
ieu r , -rol- 

4th N. Reg. — Cap'. G. Alexander Muat. to 
be nnj " ( ap •’icm. G Bu h, to be 

capt. Lieut. W. M‘D main Robertson, 
to be capt. -In ut Ensign A H unmoud to 
be lieu*. S uior major A. Maclarldn, fioin 
the ,51b N R o he l,r m.-r nl^ 

5th N. R _ — Cap*. C M “Gregor, to be 
major. Capt bcur. T. D mglas, to be 
capt. L. 1 ut J Mi'kwi, o be capt .-Iicut. 
Ensign M. A. How 1 nk lieut. 

Corps of hngii. crs. — Major W. C. Len- 
non, t 1 be lieut. uant-colonel. Cap'am C. 
Mic*c<“ i/ic, and J Caldwell, to b, majors. 
Capt -lieuts. R H. Fotheringham, T F. dc 
Havilland, J. Corgravc, J. Fothei ingham, 
Benj Sydenham, heut. J. Ross Cleghorn, 
H. H. Toriano, to be capts. Ensigns J. 
Blackiston, and S. Russell, to be lieuts. 
Ensign J. Mackintosh, to be lieut. Lieut. 
T. Fraser, to be capt. Ensign R. E. Mil- 
burne, to be lieut. Ensign W. Monteath, 
to be lieut. 

19th Reg. N.I. — Capt.-licur. H. C. Harvey, 
to be capt. Lieut. C. C. Johnston, to be 
capr.-lieut. Ensign G. Heath, to be lieut. 

January, 181 1. 

Capt. S. Lutwidgc, of the ilth regiment 
N. I. to be deputy judge advocate general, 
vice Duggan. 

February. 

* 

8th Reg. N. C* — LieuuC. W. Bell# to be 
capt.-fieut. Cornet H. B. Smith, jo be 
lieut. 

5th Reg. — Cornet R. I;. Highmoor, to take 
rank from 6th October, 1810. Cornet G. 


Willock, to take rank from 4th December, 
1810. * 

6th Reg. — Cornet D. A. Fenning, to take 
rank from 9th December, 1810. Cornet 
G. Garr.ird, to take rank from 15th De- 
ermb. 1, 1810. 

5th Reg. — Comet G. Uhthoff, to be lieut. 
Cornet J. Buchanan, to take rank from 1st 
January, 1811. 

loihieg. N. I. --Ensign A. Wilson, to be 
lieut. 

lotji N. Reg. N. I. -—Ensign W, Shaw, to 
be lieut. 

loth Reg. N. I. — Capt. -lieut. J. W. If. 
Hov e 11 , to be capt. Lieut. A Grant, to 
be capt. -lieut. Ensign O. Jones, to be 
lieutenant. Captain R. Podmore, to be 
major. Captar -liruu nani A Grant, to be 
capt Licui. R. Seymour, to be capt. - 
*lieut. Ensign G. B. Toison, to be li *ut. 

7th Reg. N. I. — Ensign C. I. Gilbert, 
to be 1 ieur. 

loth N. Reg. — Lirut. R. Gwynnc, to be 
capt -lieut. Ensign C. Sum r, io be lieut. 

7th N. Reg. — Ensign H White, to be lieut. 
m ih^* suciesMi n to K< atis, promoted 14th 
D-ctruber, 1809. 

loth N Reg — Ensign G Sh irp, to be luut. 
Ensign R. CoAi ns, to *<e lieut. 

7th N. Rep. — Ensign W. Bmnv, to be lieut. 

151b N. Rig. - Ensign C* Snell, to be in ut. 
Opt. -In ir. E. S. Patishall, to be capt. 
Lieut. | Bnggs, to be capt. -lieut. En- 
sign R Morrison, to hr li'-ui 

7th N Reg. — Ensign B. R. Ilitchms, to be 
lieut. 

10th N. Reg. — Ensign N. L, Austin, to be 
lieut. 

71b N. Reg. — Ensign J. Tulk, to be lieut. 

14th N. Reg. — Ensign If Buckworth, 10 be 
Iicut. 

Madias European Reg, — Ensign J Roy, to 
be lieut. 

17th N. Reg — Ensign J. Glass, to be lieut. 
Lieut. G- Spinks, of the 7th reg. N. I. to 
be aid-de-camp to the honourable the go- 
vernor. 

The governor in council is pleased tore-admit 
captain Bagshaw', of the 2,5th regiment, N. 
I. with his rank on the military establish- 
ment of this presidency. 

Mr. W. Nicol Burns, having produced the 
requisite certificates of his appointment to 
be a cadet on this establishment, the gover- 
nor in council is pleased to admit him in 
that capacity, and to promote him to the 
rank of ensign, date of commission to be 
settled hereafter. 

Lieut. W. Vaughan, 15th regiment, N. I. to 
be adjt. to the 1st bat. Lieut. F. Crecoe, 
fiist regiment, N. I. to be adjt. to the 1st 
bat. Lieut, j. S. Chauval, to be adjt. to 
the 2d bat. 21st r regimcnt N. I. Mr. 
M’Kenzie, acting superintending surgeon 
in Mysore, to remain at the presidency, on 
leave of absence for one month. 
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3th Reg. Cavalry .—Lieut. H. Jones, to be 10th Reg. N. I.— Lieut. P. Morrill, to be 
• quartcr-maSter, adit, to the 1st. bat. and lieut. C. C. Alvas, 

to be adjt. to the 2d bat. 


BOMBAY CIVIL APPOINTMENTS. 


1810. 


R. Stewart, Esq. Mayor. 

J. Falconar, Esq. Sheriff. 

H. G. Macklin, E>q. to be advocate-gen. 
and icporicr to the court of Sudder De- 
vjmiie Ad.iwlet. 

Doctoi J. Taylor, to be chief interpreter 
and transldtoi of the recorder’s court. 


R, T. Goodwin, Esq. to be superintendent 
of Police. 

Mr. J. Faresh, acting deputy secretary to 
government. 

Messrs. Wilkins and De Vitre, examiners 
in the office of chief secretary. 
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1810. 


June. 

InFantry. Senior major W. Young, to be 
lieut. -col. 

8th Reg. N. I. Capt. R. Barclay, to be 
major. Capt. lieut. C. Tudor, to be 
capt. Lieut. J. Salter, to be capt. lieut. 
Lieut. F. Dangerfield, to be lieut. Ensign 
J. Carr, to be lieut. 

Infantry. Lieut.-col. M. Grant, to be lieut,- 
col- commandant. Major R. Gordon, to 
be lieut.-col. 

2d Reg. N. I. Capt.J. Lock, to be major, 
capt. lieut. A. Hogg, to be capt. and lieut. 
J. Hickes, to be capt. lieut. 

Infantry. Major J. Douglas, to be lieut.col. 

fid Reg. N. 1 . Caps. W. Mealcy, to be 
major, capt. lieut. J. Hickes, to be capt. 
Lieut. R. Seward, to be capt. lieut. 
Ensign T. Lloyd, to be lieut. 

Infantry. Major J. C. Sheen, to be lieut. col* 


£th Reg. N. I. Capt. F. W. Gifford, to be 
major. Capt. lieut. N. Allen, to be capt. 
Lieut. A. Gibson, to be capt. lieut. 
Ensign S. Long, to be lieut. Ensign T. 
Stewart, to be lieut. Capt.J. Mayne, to 
be assistant quarter master gen. Capt. W. 
Burke, to be major of brigade, at Poona. 
7th rcg. N. I. Capt. lieut. \V, Swayne, to 
be capt. Lieut. J. Mayne, to be capt. 
lieut. Lieut. E. Walker, to be lieut. 
Capt. lieut. J. Mayne, to be capt. Lieut. 
P. Delamotte, to be capt. lieut. Lieut. 
E. M. Wood, to be lieut. Lieut. F. 
'Roome, to be lieut. Capt. lieut. P. Del* 
amotte, to be capt. Capt. lieut. T. Bur- 
ford, to be capt. Capt’. lieut. J. M. V. 
Grant, to be capt. Lieut. H. Pouinger, 
to be lieut. Capt. lieut. T . Burford, to be 
capt. Capt* lieut* G. Brookes, to be 
* capt. 
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CEYLON CIVIL APPOINTMENTS. 

1810. 


January. 

f. Richardson, Esc], head civil servant, 
TnneoranHee. 

E. Tolfrev, Esq. judge at Gaffe, 

II. Sneyd, Esq. colUctoi at Manar. 

J. Gav, E«q. collector at Gallo. 

W. Granville, Esq. custom master at J;!iT- 
napat 'm. 

J. it. Narcs, Esq. first assistant to the pny- 
mmer general, Kc. 

W. Grceriahdes, Esq. sd assistant, ditto. 

C. Scott, Esq. assistant to the commissioners 
of revenue. 

Fnu u a it v . 

A. High. Esq. t j be deputy inspector of 
Hospitals. 

M \ r r ii. 

Ma ;or Edwards, to be private sccietarv to his 
excellency the governor. 


T. Mason, Esq. garrison store keeper, Uo- 
lumbo. 

May. 

J. Sutherland, Esq. to he assistant in the chief 
M'crtpai\\s office in the judicial depart- 
mciir, &c. A. Rartolacci, esq. to be_uvil 
auditor, pro tempore. 

N ov F M n F. R . 

J. Gay, Esq, collector of Galle, to act as 
deputy secretaiy to govt iimicnt. 

\V. GrciA illc. Esq. custom master of Jaffna, 
to act as colit ctor ot Galle. 

W. Greenslade, E<q. 1st assistant in the se- 
cretaiy’s office, to act as custom master of 
Jaffna. 

D. Starke, Esq. to act as 1st assistant in the 
secretary’s office. 


CEYLON MILITARY PROMOTIONS. 


1810 . 


:9th Re^. Lieut. R. B. Duke, to he adjr. 
Hospital mate J. Ltatii, to be as.>istant- 
surgeon. 

April. 

59th Foot. Ensign f. Knox, from 1 foot, 
to be hem. Lirut. k Wifif'n, from /j 2d 
foot, to be licu f . Ensign R. Connack, 
from North York m hm, to be ensign. 

€6th Foot. M jor J P. Munay, to be licut.- 
cf.l. Ioeur. J. Butcher, to be capt. To 
be hems. Ensign J. Lsstcr, ensign Lam- 
Kretcht, ensign H. Morgan, ensign f. P. 
Ro>e. To be ensigns. Ensign S. Burkelcv, 
from the African corps, J. C. Preston, 
gent. G. Walker, gent. W. Coulter, gent, 
j. Usher, gen:. H. Young, gent. A. 
Warren, gent. 

*d Ceylon Reg. Capt. J. Armstrong, to be 
major. 

C6th Rcgt. 2nd lieut. T. MofFatf, to be lieut. 

1st Ceylon Rrg. — Gahagan, gent, to Ik* nd 
Jicut. Serjeant-major R, Thomas, ham 
rhr 891b u % to be 2d lie&t. 

3d Ceylon Reg. P, R. Shorditch, gent, to 
be ed licur. 

jgih Reg. Major Chaplain, from the cd 
Ceylon regt. to be major. 

191b Fool Capt . A. Lawrence, to be major. 


Lieut. J. A. Anderson, to he rap*. Lieut. 

G. Stcsvait, to be rapt. To be lieutenants. 
Second h uf. P, C. Lamphire, fiom the 3d 
Ceylon, second item R. McDonald, from 
the 2d Ovlon rrg. lieut. W. Thome, 
from the H.jth foot,, ensign J. Mac Lean, 
ensign I. Bagivtr, ensign J. Duncan, 
ensign ft. Tubbs, from the ,96th foot, 
ensign G. L. IlalLilav, from the yih gai- 
lison bat. ensign V. Raymond. To be 
ensigns ; J. MacDonald, gentleman, 
J. B. Eden.sor, gent. D. Campbell, gent. 

H. Woodward, gent. 

66’ h Foot. Lieut, -colonel J, Colbourne, 

from the 9th garrison bat. to be lieut. -col. 
To lie captains : Incut, f. Jordon, lieut. 
J. II. Ellis, lieut. A. Buistrode, from the 
3d foot, Capt. W. Ferns, fiom the 7th 
garrison bat . To be lieutenants: Ensign 
R. C. C. Wogan, from the 67th foot* 
second, ft. T. Moffat, from the 1st Ceylon, 
regt .ensign J. Cfiwkc, ensign C. McCarthy, 
ensign J. Codd, ensign F. Hand, ensign C. 
J. Fox, ensign R. Ii. Reardon, from the 
8sd too*. To be ensigns : lieut. J. Kay, 
fiom the Donegal miljtia, 1 '. Charleston, 
gent. A. Nicoils, gem, W. Kingsmill* 
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gent. H. E. IlendV, pent. J. Dowling, 
• gent. J* Garsrin, gent. A. Browne, gem. 
Assistant surgeon, J. Warded, bom the 
57th foot to be surgeon. 

8rth Foot. Capt. R. Butler, to be major. 
"( apt. j. Gram, from the 861I1 loot, to be 
major. Lieut. R. C. Rose, to hr eapr. 
Capt. H. Peel, from the 1st Dragoon 
guards, to be capt. Ensign T. Podiwm-, 
to br lieut. Lieut. J. Hew>on. from half 
j av of the loph reg. C McKenzie, pent. 
10 he ensign. Assistant smgeon, r I . Gcr- 
d ni, from the qn t foot, to be surgeon. Hos- 
pital mate M. Dulgiu, to be assist, surged- . 
xst Ceylon Reg. Lieut. R. Coxo 1 10 be 
capt. Capt. J. Blankcnbcrg, lion? the 3d 
Ceylon, regc. to be capt. to be 1st lieut. fid 
hem. S. Moffat. 

To be 2d lieutenants; C. G. Blac ken- 
berg, gent. II. J. I). Court a\ ne, g"iit. 
Assistant surgeon M. Hair, fiom the 34th 
foot to be surgeon. 

td Ceylon Ileg. Second lieut. C. Christian, 
fiom the yd Ceylon irg. Second 
lieut. VV. Tranchell, to he ditto. Second 
lieut. P* Edward, from the 3d Ceylon teg. 
to be 1 st. lieut. C. W. L. Roberts, gent. 


m 

to he fid heut. A i «’’sfant surgeon H. Mar- 
shad, from the 801 h hx>V° be assist. surgeon. 

gdOvloM Rep Majoi J. Maitland, to be 
lscir.-col. Capt. A. Johnstone, to be 
majoi. J.Kut. P IVck ham, to be capt. 
( apr. A. Ah* xaiid. r, fiom the 19th foot, 
to he capt. Capt. M Pi aver, from the 
I .r Crylcm rrg. ('apt. C. Stewart, from 
l hr lf)ili loot, to hr iap r . Capt. "W. E. 
I' 1 V< , ficmi thr ,'/>! h Lor, to he capt. 
Second lieut. W. 15 lac k, to be 1st luut. 
Second lieut. J. Bell, to be 1st lieut. 

Seijeanr nvijni Leger, fiom the 67th 

loot to be second lieut. 

M t ijor C . Ed wares, to be assistant adju'ant 
gen.- M..jui Me Nabb, to be rmhtaiy scc- 
tn heut, -gen. Maiilaud. .Major Hankey, to 
act a-> deputy quanti-mastcr gen. Licut.-co(. 
Campbt i 1 , 4th C< vlon reg to act as rtepuu 
adjutant gen. Capt. I look, sd Ceylon 
reg. to be mili'.-ry secretary to brigadier 
gen. Wilson. Cspt. Anderson, igih reg. 
is appointed to ihe command of the foit 
and garri'on of Cdpenteen. Capt. Coxon, 
II. M^s ist Ceylon reg. to be aid-de-c<unj» 
to his excellency the governor. 


BENGAL MARRIAGE?. 


1810 . 


Jan uar y.— Cap*. W. Shea, of H. M. 
14th foot, to Miss Middleton. Mi. II. 
Peacock, to Miss A. Mc^uillin. Mr. J. 
Hctfeiman, to Miss A. Godrio. Mr. J. 
1 ). C- Suaris, to Miss f. Thornton. Mr. 
F. Coates, to Miss M. Mandera. J. Mil- 
hn, esq. to Miss E. Masterson. 
February. — M i. E. Murphy, to Mis. 
E. Pratt. Mr [. Le Brou, to Miss M. 
Lcmabel. J. NXc llis, esq. A. S. to Miss 
E. Mattered). Mr. C. Moore, to Miss 
D. Smith. Mr. T. W. Phillips, to Miss 
A. Savi. Mr. A. Binney, to Miss M. A. 
Stone. Col. H. Webber, 6;h reg. N. I. 
to Miss E. L. L‘Ecoler. Mr- G. Farrow, 
to Miss M. Ptirkis. Mr. U. Frederick, to 
Miss J. iVCruiz. Mr. T. Solminhae, to 
Miss C. Hartley- Mr. C. Diggel, to Miss 
M. D'Rozario. Mr. J, D. J^Amballe, 
to Mrs, M- Filix. Mr. J. Ridesut, to 
Miss E. Rodrigues. F. ten are, esq. to 
Miss Rozalia de Abreu. Mr. J. ’Doyle, to 
Miss M. Mac'Donard. Mr. J. Esau* to 
Miss D. Lucas. 

March.— R. Even, esq. to Miss Cruten- 
den. S. Nation, estj> to Miss M. A. Bra- 
dy. Rev. J. Paraon, to Miss Hardwicke. 
Mr. S. Cameron, to Miss J. Bradberrv. 
Mr. T. Graham, to Miss S. Onion. Mr. 
P. Counsel, to Miss $. Pickeiin* Mr. 


W. Walker, to MissM. Attenborc. Mr. 
E. II. Phillips, to Mivi E. Farcll. Cant. 
A. Graham, to Miss H. Becher. Mr. 
T. Templeton, to Miss A. Dolby. Claud 
Russel, esq. C. S. to Miss C. Grant. 
April. — M i. J. B. De Verger, to Miss 
E. L'llirondelle. Mr. Harrison, to Miss 
Shaw. Mr. R. Simpson, to Miss B. 
Siatham. Cipr. A. Glass, to Mres A. 
Leal. Mi. j. G. Pin I lips, to Mus. E. 
Lally. Mr. • R Williams, to Miss L. 
Scon. Mr. R. Davis, to Miss S. Glass. 
Mr. T. Home, to Miss S. Madlev. Mr. 
II. Hastings, to M.ss M. Double. Mr. 
L. H. Harvey, to Mlss Dickson. Mr. J. 
James, to Miss Jones. 

May. — Mr. T. \V . Jones to Mrs. Dalton. 
Mr. C. M. l)a\it*s to Miss F. Dcbrosses. 
Mr, J. Thompson to Miss M. Pcrcdic. 
Mr. Curreu to Miss K. Leach. The 
honourable G. Elliot, Captain in the 
royal navy, ami second son of the 
right honourable the governor general, to 
Miss Eliza Cecilia Ness. T. VI atts, esq. 
of the honourable company's C. S. to 
Miss C. Casting. 

June. — Lieut. TiehclL of the 8th N. I. 
to Miss M. Morris, Lieut. ,C. W. Bur- 
ton, of the fjth Reg. N. I. to Miss M, A* 
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Gilchrist. Mr. T. Packer, to MissE. Ver- 
boou. Mr. J. (’ranenlmrgh, to Miss 
E. D’Moyrnh. Mr. Gto. Denham, 
Mariner, to Miss A. E. Rcbeiro. Mr. N. 
Miller to Miss E. Robertson. Mr. J. 
Maekel to Miss M. Simpson, 

July. — Mr. D. Tate, to Miss M. Sawyer. 
The Hon. H. T. Colebroke, to Miss 
Wilkinson. Mr. J. Monis, to Miss C. 
E. Fit/iov. M. H. Turnbull, esq. C. S. 
to Miss E. A. Colvin. Mi . K. Nighland, 
to Mis. E. H, utley. Mr. W. Jenkins to 
Miss S. Tvvalling. Mr. E. G. Maniui, 
to Miss E. Phipps. Mr. C. Bowman, to 
Mrs. Savvvcr. M. Mannook, esq. to Miss 
A. C. George. Mr. N. Miller, to Mfcss 
E. Robertson. Mi. J. M’Kail to Miss M. 
Simpson. 

August. — Lieut. H. E. G. Cooper, 16th N. 
I. to Miss C. M iggins. A. F. Tytlcr, esq. 
C. S. to Miss E. Colin. Lieut. R. Hodg- 
kinsou, M. E. to Miss Atbanas. 
September.— Mr. W. Rainc, to Miss A. 
\Donghty. Ensign. A. Harvey, -Jth N. I. 
to Miss S. Francis. G. Mercer, esq. to 
Miss Reid. J. M^Vbertcr, esq/ to Miss 
H. A. Reid. 

October. — R. Thackeray, esq. C. S. to 
Miss A. Beecher. Lieut. J. F. Sanford, 
39th N. 1. to Miss E. Brietzekc. Mr. 
P. L. Peteison, to Miss J. M. Gieslcr. 
Mr. T. Austin, H. C. M. to Miss A. 
M‘Kintos!i. Mr. T. Tomlin, to Miss E. 
Lockhart. 

November. — J. Smith, esq. to Miss Jes- 
sup. A. Ross, esq. to Miss M. A. Oow- 
au. Mr. T. S. Jone^, to Mrs. M. Knox. 
December. — Mr. H. Johnson, to Miss 
Derozio Capt. R. Allan, ‘to Miss C. 
Townshend. A. G. I. Tod, esq. to Miss 
C. Machorg. Lieut. G. \\ aite, y/iul N . 1 . 
to Miss J. L. Kieinander. Capt. J. W. 
Taylor, to MHm E. Gould. Mr. J. Rich* 
aidsou, to Miss II. Coss. Mr. M. Cock- 
burn, to Miss J. Hawkins. Lieut. W. 


Sivright, 8th N. C. to Miss A. Martindcll. 
Mr. J . Jones, to Miss H. Inshavv. Major 
A. Francis, 3rd N. I. to Miss A L’Heron- 
dell. W. Thomas, esq. to Miss Hogg. 
0. Pliauuoos, Esq. to Miss M. L. Johan- 
nes. Capt. J. 11. Brown, to Mrs. P. 
Rogers. R. Dennison, esq. to Miss E. 
Monro. C. Trower, esq. to Miss A. C. 
Ki shine. Mr. L. Delanougcrede, to 
Miss. M. De Couto. Mr. K. Chase, to 
Miss A ratoon. B. Loltie, esq. Surgeon, 
to Miss L. Rallies. Sir J. Ncwbolt, to 
Miss Blcnkinsop. 

January, 181 1. — W. Fane, esq. to Miss L. 
H. Dashwood. W. B. (Gordon, esq. to 
Miss'M. Cronimeline. Mr. T. Hart, to 
Miss J. Forsyth. Mr. J. Rousseau, to 
Miss J. Haver. Lieut. E. Craigic; 24th 
N. I. to Miss Mausan* Majoi G. H. 
Fagan, to Miss H. S. Lawtie. Lieut. W. 
Gates, kith N.C. to Miss M. Ferryman. 
Mr. J. Mercado to Miss C. Meranda. 
Mr. J.C. Willeiton, to Miss M. Tax lor. 
Mr. G. Bowers, to Miss A. Me Pherson, 
Mr. N. Budge, to Miss A. Leseo. J. 
Hunter, esq. to Miss F. Jennings. Air. T. 
Mac Cauly, to Mis. M. Hams. Mr. J. 
S. Adams to Mis>J. Xd.tms. Lient. A. 
R. Gale, Adjt. H. M. 17th reg. of foot, 
to Miss 1). Ovlv. 

February. — Lieut. J. Ramsay, 21st N. I. 
to Miss E. Hunter. C. Stuart, esq. to 
MissSavi. Sir W. G. Kier, Knight, to 
MissR. Jackson. Ensign T. Harlem, to 
Miss Pyefinot. Mr. J. De Song.i, to 
Miss J. Andeison. Mr. J. Browne to 
Miss M. Guthiie. J. Ii. Furgii.s«on, esq. 
to Miss Petrie. Major J. Johnson, to 
Miss E. Hevvctt. J. lnglis, esq. to Miss 
C. Chapman. J. Pattle, esq. to Miss 
De L’Etang. J. Coverdale, esq. to Miss 
J. Speak. A. L. Barctto, esq. to Miss 
J. Viignon. Lieut. U'. Clarke, to Miss 
A. Wilson. Mr. G. A. C. Moratcan, to 
Miss A. M. Moses. 


BENGAL BIRTHS. 


1810. 

January.— L ady of lieut. 1. P. Knott, of 
a son. Lady of captain J. Stuart Schnell, 
of a son. Lady of lieut. J. Geriard, 

Jfcd N. I. of a daughter. Mrs. H. Orde, of 
a son. Lady ol col. D-drymplc, bis majes- 
ty’s 2?d regimqpr,of a daughter. Lady of 
J. Plmktr, Esq. of a daughter. Lady of 
capt. B. Morris, of a son. Mrs. M. D. G. 
Biniuy, of a son. 

February . — Lady of W. Steer, Esq. of a 

daughter. Lady of J. Gibbon, Esq. of a 


daughter Mrs. S. Dyee, of a daughter. 
Lady of brigade-major Bristow, of a daugh- 
ter. Lady of lieut. G. Warden, 71b regi- 
ment N„, I. of a sou. Mrs. Sehastmo, of a 
daughtei. Lady of lieut. C. J. Doven- 
tau,of twins, girls. Mis. Edmonds, of a 
son. Lady of cant. J. Canning, of a daugh- 
ter. Mrs. J. Greynway, of a son. Mrs- 
B. Saunders of a (laughter. Mrs. Bie, of 
a son. Mrs. G. Chester, of a daughter. 
Mrs. II. Young, of a sou. Mrs. D. Dar* 
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ling, of a son. Mrs. R. Downic, of a son. 
JLadyut c,ip'. Siimh, his majesty’s 22d re- 
gimen:, ol a son. Mrs. J. Wemys, of a 
sor.. Lady ol major R. Houston, of a son. 
March* — Mrs. Turnbull, of a daughter. 
Lady of '[ , Y del, Esq. of <1 so, . Lady of 
lieu* . E. Brownt-jof a daughter. Mrs W. 
Augustus. of a daughter. Lady of E. R- 
Barwell, of a son. Lady ol A. if Alex, 
ander, Esq. of a daughter. Madame Lapc, 
of a daughter. Lady of A. Davidson, 
E,q. of a daughter. Mrs. Kramer, of a 
son. L ->dy ot the Rev. W. More, of a 
daughter. 

April. — L ady of J.Orr, Esq. of a son. 
Lady of E. Srrettcll, Esq. of a daughter. 
Lady of V. Duplessy, Esq. of a daughter. 
Lady of Comet Sanbolf, his majesty’s 24th 
light dragoons, of a daughter. Lady of J. 
Ephraim, Esq. of a son. Lady of major- 
gen. Fuller, of a son. Mrs- Morill, of 
twins, a boy and a girl. Lady of lieut. 
Grant, 19th N. 1 . of a son. Lady of capr. 
P.T. Lund, of a daughter. Lady of capt. 
Alexander, of a daughter. Mrs. Balandran, 
of a daughter. Lady of lieut. Dickson, 
8th light dragoons, of a son. Lady of W. 
T rower, Esq. of a son. Mrs. D. Skinner, 
of a son. Mrs. S. Tottie, of a son. Lady 
of J. French, Esq. C. S. of a son. 

May. — Lady ot capt. J. W. Me Gregor, 
2d N. I. of a son Lady of lieut. Me 
Leod, engineers, of a son. Mrs. M. Le 
Bland, of a daughter. Lady of capt. Fer- 
ris, artillery, of a son. Mrs. E. M. Sand- 
ford, of a son. Mis. M. Hickman, of a 
son. Ladv of J. Gal landers. Esq. of a 
daughter. Lady ot lieut. Tntton, of the 
24th light dragoons, of a daughter. Lady 
of W. Adamson, Esq. of a daughter. Mrs. 
R. Evaus, of a son. Lady of 11 . 1 . Fiel- 
lerup, Esq of a daughter. 

Junk. — L ady of lieut. and adjt. Kennedy, 
of the ,51 h regiment, N. C. of a daughter. 
Lady ot H. T. Travers, Esq. of a daughter. 
Mrs. J Pcrroux, of a daughter. Lady of 
capt.T. Ross, of the brig Industry, of a 
son. Mrs. R. Wyatt, ot a daughter. 
Lady of capt. T. Watson, of a daughter. 
Lady of capt. Johnston, 2d cavalry, of a 
daughter. Mis. Wearty,of a daughter. 

Ju i.y. — Mrs. H. de Souza, of a son. Lady 
of R. K Dick, Esq. of a son. Lady of 
capt. Sliet wood, artillery, of a son. Lady 
of G. Eldgrave, Esq. C. S. of a daughter. 
Mrs. Chustiana, of a daughter. Mrs. P. 
Read, of a son. Lady of J. Palmer, Esq. 
of a daughter. Lady of E J. Pennington, 
Esq. of a son. Mrs. B. Rogers, of a 
daughter. Lady of J. Fullertoo, Esq. of 
a daughter. I,sdy of capt. H. R.. Davies, 
1 i»h N. I. of a daughtei. Lady of E. 
Brightmore, Esq. of a daughter. Lady of 
FI. Wood, Esq. C. S. ot a daughter. 
Lady of Mr. G Mar well, of a daughter. 
Lady of major J. L. Richardson, of a 
daughter. Mrs. Roberts, of a daughter. 
August.— L ady ol capt* II* Finch, of a 


daughter. Lady of the Rev.W. Eales, of 
a daughter. L.idy of G. A. D. Dycc, 
Esq. of a son. Mrs. S r anbury, of a son. 
Mis. J. Bcrty, of a daughter. Mrs. B. 
Rogers, of a daughter. Lady of capt. A. 
Duncan, of a ‘‘On. Mrs. E. Lawne, of a 
daughter. L dy ct R. Richaidson, Esq. 
of a son. Mrs M Aithur, of a son. 
Se PTb MP KR.— Lady of G. Tytler, of a 
daughter. Lrtdy Ileimetton, of a sort. 
Mi>. E. C. IJjgiihant, of a son. Lady of 
A. Ogilvy, Esq. of a daughter. L.idy of 
capi. 0*c u, of his majesty’s 67th regiment, 
ot a daughter. 

Ot; r on lr. — T he hon. Mn. EIJiott, of a 
daughter. Lady of T. Jackson* E>q. his 
majesty’s 14-h regiment, of a daughter. 
Lady of col. J. S. Wood, his majesty’s 8th 
light dragoons, of a daugh er. Lady of 
lieut.-col Loveday, of a cl »ughter. Lady 
of j. D. Alexinder, E^q. of a daughter* 
November.— Lady of L. A. Davison, 
Esq. of a son. Lady of A. Peciia, Esq. 
of a son. Ladv of capt. S. Nation, of a 
son. Lady of j . Richardson, Esq. of a 
son. Isady of capt. B. fergusson, of a 
son. Lady of R. R. Stubm, E»q. of a son. 
Lady of lieut. R. Roche, 251b tcgimenr, 
N. 1 . of a daughtei. Lady of C. Bavley, 
Esq. of a son. Lady of lieut. W. Dick- 
son, of a daughter. Lady of G. Murray, 
Esq. of a son. 

Dec i- ME b r— Lady of J. Lumsden, Esq. 
of a daughter. Lady of majoi Muller, of a 
son. Ladv of capt. Tayloi, mil. sec. of a 
sgn. Mrs. J. Hughes, of a daughter. 
Lady of f. Corsar, Esq. of a son. Lady of 
capt. W. Barker, 21st N. I. of a son. 
Lady ofcapt. A. Grapan, artillery, of a son. 
Lady of J. Pereira, artillery, of a daugh- 
ter. Lady of O. Bic, Esq. of a daughter. 
Lady of lieut J. Auom, of a son. Lady 
of capr. G. lSuher, of a son. Lady of 
capt. J. Jones, 7th N. C. of a son. Lady 
of — Blunt, Esq. of a daughter. Mrs. 
Brant, of a son. Lady ot l)r. Millie, of 

a son. Lady of lieut. P. Barlow, of his 
majesty's e-jd regiment, of a daughter. 
Lady of eaplain Ludlow, of a daughter. 
Mis. J. Carlow, of a son. Ladv of eapt. 
BlaiikVnhhgci), of a daughtei. Lady of 
\V. II. B. Bennett, Esq. of a 0O11. Lady 
of Si 1 T. Ramsay , Bart, of <1 daughter. 
Lady of K. C. Blunt, Esq. of a son. 
Lady of J. Crump, Esq. of a daughter. 
Ladyoi R. Eu-n, Esq. of a sou. Mrs. 

D. Dam ball, of a daughter. Lady ofT. 
IV. Phillip s. Esq. of a son. Mis. E. Hoi- 
liugbury, of a son. Mrs. H. Martindell, 
of a soil. Lady of capt. Moor, of his 
majesty s 14 tli regiment, of a son. Mrs. 
Chew, of a son. Mrs. Macklin, of a 
daughter. Lady of R. P. Ochterlony, 
Esq. of a daughter. Lady ot Dr. 
Janies Mcih, of a son. Mis. Sineth- 
urst, of a son. Mrs. S. Jones, of a 
sou. Mrs. A. NichoJls, of a son. Mrs. 

E. Johnson, of a son. Lady of T\ Main* 
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waring. Esq. of a daughter. Lady of 
capt. Michell, of nit. of a daughter. 
Lady of J. M. Sun lair, INq. of a daugli- 
ti r. Mr>. G. A IJimr, of a soli. M»s. F. 
Derozio, of a dam? liter. 

Jam'aiiy, Hill. — Lady of 11. 1*. RieUts, 
Esq. of a sou. Lady of major O 4 H:\i- 
l.irau of a son. Mrs. Hatton, of a daugh- 


ter. Mrs. C M. Davies, of a dftngh ter, 
Mrs. Rawlins, of a daughter. Lady ef 

C. W. Steer, Esq. of a son, Lady of G. 
Gdnv, Esq. of a daughter. Lady ef limit. 
E. G walk ins, of a son. 

Fehiu)\ky. — Lady of lirut. G. Nicholctts, 
of a soil. Lady of rapt. Pierev , his ma- 
jesty V 53d regiment, of a daughter. 


BENGAL DEATHS. 

« 

1810 . 


January. — C. Western, esq. Lieut. P. 
Cockbum, II. M. 2'jr.d foot. Major T. 
Evans, Cud Lai. 151I1 icg. N. I. ^ I iys E. 
Kirkpatrick. Mis. A. M. BeU. II. L u- 
der, esq. smgeon. Lady of W.* II. Ro- 
hort'oii, esq. suiyeon, GC'di reg. N. I. 
P. Dusarr, e*q. Mis. R. Ingiis. Major 
J. Thornton, qih N. I. Capr. W. I les- 
sor * yih N. 1 . Cap?. J. Wales, marine 
eurveyor general. Mi. II. B.own, quartn- 
irwstcr of II. M ’s 1 4: h itg.caialiy. Mrs. 
R Inghs. Major |. I homton, 4 1 h N. 
1 . Mis. T. | .’Mi tc.ilf. Mr. Baggotr. 
Mr. W. II. Robertson. II. Hams, esq. 

c. s. 

foRUAP.Y. — Capr. J. Welm, Bombay ma- 
rine. Capr. W. SI. sjr, 7J1 regiment, 
N. I. Major G orge Bm.sbn. Edwaid 

D. Paris, esq. IE Brown, esq II. M.’s 
14th reg. Lieut. S. Woolley. Lieut. W. 
JJ. Dixon, 1st bat. <;ih ug. N. I. Sir 
A. Set on, hart. P- Moir, tsq. Mr. A. 
Gamboe. C. D< Viiimd, esq Miss A. 
G. D’Sou/.a. Mtss E. Pun base. Mr. 
T. Lloyd. Mrs J. FluAir. J. J. Pendcr- 
groot, e't|. Mi C Rordam. Mrs. L. 
Srallon. M.si M. Bicton. — Graham, esq. 

c. s. 

March. Ladv of capt. J. Gibbs. J. J B. 
Proby, e^q. J. S. Smith, isq Mr. C. Lidd, 
Mr. R. Lister. Mrs. R. Doi.Ceit. M,. 
A Jods. Capr. J. Wills ms. Cap'. 
Lcuon. Mr. Campb-ll. Major B. L. 
Gremor, 19th N. I. Iv S'gn Playfair, 24th 
N. I. Capt. J. Campbelj, II. JVl.’s 341b 
reg. 

April. — Mr.R.LeJcr. Jam&tjec Cook- 

agee. James Reid, esq. Captain Jan es 
Williams. R. Auder.on esq. burgeon.. 
Lieut. J. Patterson, 141b N. L Mi. W. 
Downes. Miss Shand. Miss M.Suuait. 
Mr. R Willi&ms. 

May.— M r. J. Clisson, Capt. R. Campbell, 
country service. Mr. J. G. Ilubrr. Mr. 
W. Howden. Mrs. A. Riley. Mr. A. 
Raitt. Mr. E. Pocock. Air. 11. A. 
Gculom 


June. — C apt. J. Dunlop, country service 

E. P. Middleton, tsq. Capt. Reddish, in- 
valids. H. Ccuran, esq. capt. P. Fergus- 
*011, country set vice. , 

July.— Capt. A. Wallace, M. M.’s 5 ^h 
rcg. S. Ptiinv* esq. super intending sur- 
geon. Mr. W. Lambert. J. Humci, esq. 

C. S. Mr. R. Lamboic, ship Charlton, 
Mis. M. Gibson. L. De Bieuys, esq, Mi- 
V . Gastello. W. Ewer, esq. Mrs F. 
Ovcrtc. Mr. W. Browne. Licur. H. 
Iierrug, II. M.’s 67 ill reg. Mr. B. 
Knox Mr. R.Kmlock. Mr. J. Guthrie. 
Mr. D. Margu.ud, aged 70. 

Atiiisr. — Miks M. Gilmm. Mr J. An- 
drews. T. Evans, e*>q. C. S. Capt. IL 
A ink 1 M>n, I2II1 N. L Mi. J. Jones, 
Pilot m i vine. 

OnoutR. — Cl. Saxon, tsq. Lieut. R. M. 
Giiiuaud, Artilleiy. Mis.Towi rs. Lady 
of H. T. Ti avers, esq. C. S. Mr. W, 
Robinson, aged 71. 

Novi ivt hhk. — Mr. J. Harrison. Mrs. F. 
Maston. Lieut. G. Maxwi II, 3rd N. I. 
Mr. If. Ly 011s, Pensioner, aged 5 6. 
R. Alexander, esq. Mrs. J. Graham. 
Mrs. C. Gilman. Miss J. F< eti nby. J. 
A. Grant, esq. A. Aiiustrong, esq. assis- 
tant-surgi 011. 

Dkck^ibik — Lady of R. Jones, esq. Mr, 
J. Sw mister. Mr. J. Harvey. Mi. T. 
Rabun, aupieme court. Mrs. C. (Jane. 
Mi. J. Holland, assistant-sui geon. W. 
Roxboiougli, esq. Mr. Alexander Bruce. 
Mr. R. Williamson. Mrs. Watts. Mr. 

D. HooxeiiLam. Ensign St. G. Ashe of 
the Ard JN. I. Lieut. H s Fench, of the 
Ulh Reg. N. I. Lieut. H. Monio. H. M’s. 
R. Ktg. Lieut. Cole. E. Clarke, virtii- 
leiy. •Unit If. Fiueh. 13tli Reg. N.I. 

Jam; tiiy, mi 1. — Mis. A. Elias. Count A. 
Gika. J F. Hamilton son of Sir F. Hamil- 
ton, Bart. M. C. 1). Mavrody. Lady of 
Capt. A. Giiem* r A. Freet, esq. Malia 
rujali Sookmuy Roy, he died possessed of 
50 Lacs of rupees. Hon. C. A. Bruce 
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P. lrnies, esq. Mr. J. Wade. Mr. H. 
r Hicgins. Lsuly of N. A ratoon, esq. 
Fehruary. — Miss C. Bruce. Capt. If. 
King, Country service. Capt. J. Elliott. 
Mr. J. Le Cicrc. Lieut. J. Maxwell, 


II. M. 24 tb Reg. Mrs. A. Pereira. Mrs. 
A. E. Piiliii. Mr. S/ Holland. Mrs. 
Morani. b\ F. Male. T. Kuban, esq. 
('apt. Macdonnall, H. M. b 9 th Reg. 


MADRAS MARRIAGES 

1810 . 


January. — W. O. Shakespeare, esq. to 
Miss L. C. Maxtone. Captain T. W. 
Taylor, Ins majesty’s 24th light dragoons, to 
Miss A . H. Petrie. 

February. — Mr. J. Thacker, to Miss M. 
Read. Mr. R. N. Bcyts to Misa A. Lane. 
Lieutenant - colonel II. Webber to Miss 
E. L. L’Ecolier. 

March. — Mr. W. Warwick to Miss S 
Dunn. Captain II Douespcr, H- M.’s 
( ; qth regiment, to Mrs. E. Wood. Lieu- 
tenant (r. fl. BurJd to Mns E Cplc. 
C. Currie, esq. to Miss C. M. Laidct. 
Mr. A. Steelier to Miss f. J. Velge. 

Apr iE. — George Arbuthiiot, esq. to Miss 
E Fraser. Quarter-master J. Rogers, H. 
M.’s 25th light dragoons, to Mrs. S. 
Pm sc. 

May.— Mr. II. Chapman to Miss A. M. 
Hall. J. Watts, esq. C. S. to-Miss C. 
Garhng. 

June. — Lieutenant J. Bu r nsidc, nth N. I. 
to M iss A Lang. M G. [elferson to 
MIssM. Limb. 

Jut.y. — J. Hepburn, esq. C. S. to Miss 
Bow ness. 

August. — W. Hawkey, esq. to Miss M. 
Ewart. Captain J. Ives to Miss W. 
Soutters. 


September. — M r. Egland to Miss A. Du- 
rand. Captain B. O. Loane, H, M. Cey- 
lon regiment, to Miss L. D. Jack. 

October. — Lieutenant F.’ G. Wade, 
H. M.’s 25th light dragoons, to Miss M. 
Ellison. Colonel Wood, B. S. to Miss 
F. V. Remington. Mr. C. Kcssclere to 
Miss M. Brown. G. Baillie, esq. sur- 
geon,, to Miss Webber. Mr. R. Gordon 
to Miss J. Dobbin. 

No vembe r. — Colonel R. M. Strange 
to Miss E. M. Hargrave. Mr. W. Scott 
to Miss J. Shepperd. Captain J. Hale, 15th 
N. I. to Miss F. Street. 

December. — Baron Kutzleben to Mrs. 
Woolmer. Mr. J. Martin to Miss L. 
Fonseca. 

January, 1811 — J. Cooke, esq. assistant 
surgeon, to Miss A. Kmchant. Captain 
D. Mc 4 Leod, his majesty’s 78th regiment, 
to Miss L. Berners* M,»jor J. Humphries 
to Miss E. Barnett. Captain C. Elphin- 
stone, 1st battalion 2d regiment, to Miss 
P. M. Welch, eldest daughter of major T. 
Welch. 

February.-— Mr. J. L. Dotting to Miss 
J. C- Engel. Mr. G. Robertson, ro 
Miss M. Cabau* 


MADRAS BIRTHS. 

1810. 


January. — Lady of J. Annesley, esq. 
surgeon, of a son* The lady of J. Gol- 
die, esq. of a daughter. The lady of cap- 
tain Barrow, his majesty*!* 69th regiment, 
of a daughter. Lady Stiange of a daugh- 
ter. The lady of reverend M. Thompson 
of a daughter. Lady ot Lieutcnant-colo 
^ ncl Taylor of a son. 

February. — Lady of A. Anstruther, esq. 
of a son. Mrs* Zscherpel of a daughter. 

Vol. 12. 


Lady of A. H. Kelso, esq. of a son. Lady 
of C. Woodcock, esq. of a son. L.uly 
of J. Babmgton, esq. of a daughter. Mrs* 
Sherman of a son. Lady of captain E. S. 
Stevenson, his majesty’s a^th regiment of 
a son. Lady of captain G. Waugh of a son* 
March. — L ady of Lieutenant A. Tulloh, 
fort adjutant, of a son. Lady of lieutc- 
rant Power of a son. Lady of Lieut* Bun- 
dle of a son, Lady of W . Chalmers of a 


N 
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diughter. Lady of J. A. Neuhronner, 
esq. of a son. 

April,— Lady of J. Bird, esq. of the 
H.C. civil service, o? a daughter. Lady 
of A. Woodcock, esq. of a daughter. 
Lady of captain Yates, of the Both regi- 
ment N. I. of a son. Lady of lieutenant 
Savage of a daughter. Lady of the Re- 
verend C. H. Horst of a son. Lady of 
major Mandevilleof a daughter. Lady ol 
D. Neale, esq. of a daughter. Lady of 
captain H. Yarde of a daughter. Lady 
of major G. R. Kelly of a daughter. 
Lady of assistant surgeon Ford of a son. 

May. — Lady of A. Falconer, esq. of a sof. 
Lady of W. T. White, esq. of a daugh- 
ter. Lady of J. Harris, esq. C. S. of a 
daughter. Lady of lieutenant - colonel 
Munro, ofa daughter. Lady of J.Lefaucheur, 
esq. of son. Lady Me Naghtcn of a son. 
Lady of. G. Briggs, esq. of a daugh- 
ter. Lady of captain G route, R. N. of 
a son. Lady of captain Broome, H. M.’s 
sad L. D. of a son. Mrs. Griffiths of 
a son. Mrs. Bruce of a daughte'r. Mrs. 
R, Rhodes of a daughter. Mrs. Whecden, 
of a daughter. Lady of W. Cooke, esq. 
of a still-born child. Lady of lieutenant 
H. Dixon, 19th N. I. of a son. Lady 
of I, Irving, esq. A. S. of a daughter. 

June. — L ady of W. Horsinan, esq. of a 
daughter. Lady of J. R. Stockdale, esq. 
of a son. Lady of captain Powell, B. 

M. of twins. Lady of G. Ricketts, esq. 
of a son. 

July . — Lady of lieutenant T. Macleane, 
of a daughter. Lady of captain J. Sim- 
mons of a daughter. Lady of lieutenant 
J. W. Mallandinc of a son. Lady of 
lieutenant-colonel Brice of a son. Lady 
of the honourable L. G. K. Murray of a 
son. Lady of lieutenant Matthew*, 19th 
regiment of a daughter. 

August. — L ady of the late lieutenant M. 
Smith of a son. Lady of lieutenant-colo- 
nel Conway, adjutant-general, of a daugh- 
ter. Lady of major 7 . Colebrook, 8th 

N. I. of a son. Mrs. J. Corner of a son. 
Lady of Q. M. Henry, his majesty’s 69th 
regiment, of a daughter. Lady of the 
Reverend Mr. Pohlc of a son. Lady of 
P. R. Cazalet, esq. of a daughter. Lady 
of M. D. Cockburn, esq. of a sou. Lady 
of the Reverend E. Vaughan of a daugh- 
ter. Lady of lieutenant Cooper of twin- 


daughters. Lady of captain Olphets, his 
majesty’s 69th regiment, of a son. Lady 
"of lieutenant Gerard, engineers, of a son. 

September — Lady of S.T. Goad, esq. 
of a son. Lady of major M. L. Pereira, 
of 11th N. I. of a son. Lady of captain 
J. Hampton, 7th N. I. of a son. Lady 
of Mr. R. Alexander of a daughter. 

October.— Lady of Dr. A. McKenzie 
of a daughter. Lady of captain Frith, ar- 
tillery, of a daughter. Mrs. Atkinson 
of a daughter. Lady of lieutenant Old- 
nail ol .1 son. Lady of j. Stewart, esq. of a son. 
Lady ol captain Kippen of a son. Lady 
of cMoncl Durand of a son. Lady ol 
majoi Keasberry of a son. 

November. — L ady ol W. Brown, esq. 
his majesty’s Both regiment, of a son. 
Lady of captain Jackson, his majesty** 30th 
regiment, ol a son. Lady of major Sturt, 
his majesty’s 8oth regirc nt, of a son. 
Lady ol Aviet Seth, eso. ol a daughter. 
Lady of major-general Warde of a son. 
Lady of captain Jackson of a son. Lady 
ot lieutenant-colonel Adauis, his majesty’s 
f 5th L. D. of a son. Lady of E. W. 
Stevenson, esq. of a son. 

Dec e .m n l a . — Lady ot E. C. Greenaway, 
esq. of a son. Lady of major Gurnell ot 
a daughter. Lady ol E. W. Fallolield, 
esq. or a daughter. — Lady of R. Keating, 
esq. of a daughtci. Lady of J. Read, esq, 
oi a daughter. Lady of lieutenant-colonel 
Webber of a son. Lady of R. Campbell, 
esq. of a son. Lady of major Bowley ol 
a sou. 

January, 181 1. — Lady of captain A. R. 
Hughes, 5th N. I. of a daughter. Lady 
of A. Flower, esq. of a daughter. ’JLady ot 
captain Warren, esq. ol his majesty^ 33d 
regiment, of a son. Lady ol heuicnant-col. 
H.ulcwood of a daughter* Lady ol C. 
Woodcock, csfj. ol a daughter. Mrs. 
Branson of a daughter. Lady of majoi 
Tayntonof a son. Ladv of R. M. Young, 
esq. of a daughter. Lady of Ensign lc 
Rage, of a son. 

February. — I/adv of captain Seth, hii 
majesty’s ugh regiment, of a daughter. 
Lady of L. 11 . Stirling, esq. of a daughter 
Lady of J. Goldie, esq. of a son. Lad) 
of G. Moore, esq. ol a daughter. Lady 
of major Molesworth ofa daughter. Lady 
of S. Skinner, esq. of a son. Lady of cap- 
tain S. Smith, 13th N. 1. of a son. 


MADRAS DEATHS. 


1810 . 

January.— I. Boodle, E$q. surgeon. At T. A. Strange. Mr. W. Wheatly. Mi»i 

C^hio, madam* Sort); daughter of Sir M. C. Patterson, daughter of A. Austria 
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ther,Esq. Lieut. P. Fenoulhet, 2d bat. 

• 14th N. I. 

February.— M r. W. Mcllican. Mr. J. 
W. Pepper. Mr. D. Clarke, musician. 
Mr. J. Robbins. Mr. J. Oil!. Lady of 
Mr. assistant surgeon T. Brown. 

March . — Capt P. Grant, artillery. Capt. 
W. Smith, nabob’s cavalry. Capt. W. 
Doig. Lady of capt. W. C. Oliver. Mr. 
A. De Sousa Miss E. Fredericks 
April. — Lieut. Hunt, of H. M.’s 22d 
reg. L. D. Capt. Miller, of H. M.V* 
22d reg. L. D. Lieut L. Hook, of H. 
M.’s 22d reg of dragoons. H. Fowlc, 
Esq. Ensign J Alexander, Ifitb reg. N. 

1. Lieut. W. Hallowell, 3d Ceylon regt. 
Lieut. P. L. Lambert, Gth reg. N. I. 
Lady of major A. Frith, 13th reg. N. I. 
E. JVlackay, Esq. Capt. J. Campbell, of 
XI. M.’s G Itli reg. Mr. J. Bo and. J. 
White, Esq. Capt. T. Paske. Lieut. 
Coton, of the '25th reg. N. I. Lieut. J. 
Hoby, of the 17th reg. N 1. Mrs. A. A. 
Young. Lieut. T. Birt. of the 1st bat. 
artillery. LieuyClenholme, Dili reg. N. 
I. Major Mcl^rgnr, 5th N I. Major 
T’it/patriek, 21 s» N. I. G. Maidman, Esq. 
C 3. W. 1.. Mayer. 

M \y. — J.Slrachan, Esq. assistant surgcqn. 
W. Betty, Esq. surgeon. Mr J. Reilly. 
Quarter-master T. Wood, H. M.’s 25th 
L. D Lieut. J D. Bateman, 5th N. I, 
Lieut.-col. Berkely, 4th N. I. 

Junk. — T. Stephens, Esq. Lieutenant 
.smith, 3d N. I. Mrs. E. Delow. Ensign 
Scott, "tli N. f. 

Jrj.\. — Lieut. Douglas, 17th reg. N. I. 
Col. Garden, H M.’s R9th reg Lieut.- 
col. Orrock, fith reg. N. I. E. Kennah, 
Esq. pa) master of 25th L. D. Ensign G. 
Storey, 2‘2d N. 1. Rev. J. C. Brain, 
missionary. 

Alci st. — Cant. Sturrock, Persian inter- 


preter. Mrs. F. L. Vanspall. Mrs. 
Joyce Alexander, G. Anderson, Esq. 
superintending surgeon, Mysore. Veera- 
sawmey Braminy. a famous chess player? 
Mr. N. Lee. Mrs. White, wife of J. 
White, Esq. paymaster of the 89th reg, 
September. — Mrs. XI. Correa. Lady 
of capt. Olphets, H. M-’s 59th regiment. 
Marcar Johannes Baboon, Esq. aged 80. 
Lady of G. Paskc. E§q C. S. Dowager 

M. P. de Mainville aged 87. 

Octobf R. — Major J B. Seward, 24th N, 

I. Major J. F. Wright, 7th N I. W. R. 
Irwin, Esq. C. S. Mrs. C. Von Seycr. 
Mrs. E. Beckmann. Mr. J. Hamilton. 
• Lady of ensign G Stephenson, adjutant. 
Lady of W L. Cane. R. H. Latham, 
Esq Mr. J Jones. Col. M. Martin?. 
Mrs. Elliot. Lady of capt. IMarett. 
November. — L ady of the Reverend E. 
V’aughan. Lady of C. Wetherall, £s<f. C. 
S. Mr. M. Jollie. Lieut. H. Munro, H. M.’s 
R. R. Mr. F, Lloyd, conductor of artil- 
lery. Mr0 Johnstrup. 

Di- c bur .—Lieut . E Goodhehere, 2d 
bat. 18th N. I. Lieut. F. Sampson, 5th 

N. C. Lieut. J. Buchan, 14th N. I. Mr. 
W. MilL. Lieut. - col. Macdonnell, H. 
M.’s 33d reg. Major Coates, H. M.’s 
G9th reg. Lieut.-col. Campbell, H. M.’s 
33d reg. Major O’Keefe, H. M.’s 12th 
reg. Lieut. J. Shawe, 17th N. I. 

J a \ u A R Y , 1811. — Mrs. M. Green. Mrs, 
C. Lockhart, wife of col. Lockhart, H. 
M.’s 30th reg. Major D. McGregor, 
Mrs. Hindes. Lieut. J. Shaw, 1st bat. 
17th reg. N. I. Lieut F. Sampson, 5th 
reg. N. C. 

pEBIivary.- j. Collins, Esq. C. S. Lieut. 

R. Kennedy, H. M.’s 25th L. D. Mr. A, 

S. John, cadet Lady of John de Fries, 
Esq. Lieutenant J W. Oliver, 1st bat. 
25th reg. native infantry. 


BOMBAY MARRIAGES. 

% 


] 810 . 

February. — Mr. J, H. Wiskins, to Mrs. 

M. Cox. W. Ashburne Morgan, Esq. 
to Miss M Ibbetson. Patrick Campbell 
Baird, Esq. to Miss M. Belmour. Lieut. 

G. H. Budd, 22d N. I. to Mis$ E. Cole. 
March. — Mr. J. Baxter, to Mbs C. John- 
son. 

April. — Mr. J. W. Reel, to Miss M. 
Squires. % 

June. — J. H. Pelly,F.sq. to Miss Lewis. 
September. — Capt. J. Timbrel, lion, com- 


pany’s ship, Exeter to Miss H. Armstrong. 
Mr. J. Ward, to Miss I„ Keys. 

Octo be r.— -Lieut. J. Livingstone, 9th N. I. 
to Miss J. Jones. 

November. — Mr. E. C. Anderson, to Miss 
R. Lloytf. Mr. J . B. Wallace, *.o Mn. 
E Hall. 

December. — Mr. J- F. de Jesus, to Miss H. 
Rodrigues. N. Fernandez, Esq. Miss 
A. de Souza. 

January, 131 1.*— Lieut. J. Stewa t Mrs* 

T, Malcolm. 

N‘2 
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, BOMBAY BIRTIIS. 


IB 10. 


February. — Lady of general Malcolm, of 
a son. J.ady of R. Willis, Esq. of j. $ 
daughter. Mrs. Faria, of a daughter. 

March — Lady of S. Orton, Esq. of a son. 
Mrs. Tucker, of a soil. Lady of R. 
Richards, Esq. of a daughter. Lady of 
Lieut. A Tulloli, of a son 

April.-— Lady of W. Williams, Esq. of a 
daughter. 

May. — l,ady of H, Stephenson, Esq. of a 
son. 

June. — Lady of capt. S. Dick, his majesty’s 
- 22d reg. of a daughter. Lady of J. 
Leckic, Esq. of a son. 

July. — Lady of W. Erskin^ Esq. of a 
daughter. Lady of H. Shanks, Eiiq. of a 
daughter. Mrs. Boyce, of a son. 

August. — Lady of C. J. Briscoe, Esq. of a 
daughter. Lady of capt. D. Supple, H. 


M.’s 17th L t>. of a daughter. Lady ot‘ 
R. B. Perrin, Esq. of a daughter. Lady 
of H. W. Diggle, Esq. of a daughte*. 

September. — Lady of major J. Smith, of a 
daughter. Lady of J. Forbes, Esq. of a 
still-born child. 

November. — Lady of D. D. Inglis, Fsq. of 
a daughter. Lady of Mr. J. H. Young, 
of a daughter. 

December. — Lady of capt. Webster, of a 
son. Lady of V. Hale, E 3 q of a son. 
Mrs. Rayer, of a sou J ady of W. A. 
Morgan/ Esq. of a daughter. Lady of 
W. Kennedy, Esq. of a son. Lady of 
quarter-master Johnstone, of hi- majesty's 
loth regiment, of astg 

January, J 8 1 1 . — Lady of W. Crawford, 
Esq of a son. Lady of capt. Sykes, of a 
daughter, L..dy of major Lock, of a son . 


BOMBAY DEATHS. 

1810. 


January. — Mr. T. Paneutt. W. C. 
Bunce, Esq. resident. Lieutenant J. C. 
Page, artillery. 

February. — E nsign W. Osborne. 
March. — C apt. C. Brown, European reg. 
April — Captain L. Leslie. Lieutenant R. 
Macdonald, 8th N. I. 

June. — Major S. Bayley, his majesty’s 5Cth 
regt. Ardasier Daddy, a Parsee merchant. 
July. — Major J. C. Sheen, 5th r eg. N. I. 
August.— Captain W. S. Storey, his majes- 
ty’s 65th reg. Mrs. Patten. Lieutenant 
T. Denton, marine bat. 

September, — Major S. Carter, artillery, 
Mr, W. R. Tomkins, quarter - master. 


Q. M. McCabe, 17th L. D. W. Hcad- 
ly, Esq. surgeon, his majesty's 56th reg. 

October — Bhow Ladcoaba, a learned 
native. Mackertych, an Armenian bi- 
shop. Rev. J. Gomes. 

Novemrer. — Captain S. A. Greenwood, 2d 
N. I. 

D r.CFMRER • — W . Steadman, Esq. collector 
at Broach. 

Jan u a r y , 1 S 1 1 . — Lieut. W. E. Hurst, 4rh 
regiment N. I. Lieutenant Walter, 6th 
native infantry. 

February . — H. W. Diggle, Esq. Ensign 

R. Elliott, his majesty '8 56th reg. Ensign 
Raisback, his majesty’s 56th regiment. 


PRINCE OF WALES’S ISLAND BIRTH, 
f 1 1810. 

ft bruary,- Lady of J. Hall, Eiq. of a son. 
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PRINCE OF WALES’S ISLAND DEATHS. 

1810. 


February.—). S ealy, Esq. Mr. J. Hick- G. A. Bruce, governor of Prince of 
son. J. Southwood. j. Rauly, Esq. Hon. Wales’s Island, &c. &c. P. Innes, Esq. 


CHINA DEATH. 

— — 

1810. 

February. — Lady of T.T. Medcalfe, Estj. c. S. China. 


CEYLON MARRIAGES. 


1810. 

January. — T. Eden, Esq. to Miss F. E. Miss C. H. Rodney. Lieutenant H. A, 

Rodney. Lieutenant - colonel the lion. Harvey, to Miss M. A. Gieslcr. 

P. Stuart, his majesty's 19th regiment, to 


CEYLON BIRTHS. 


1810. 

February.— Lady of capt. Hook, of his Junk. — Lady of lieutenant Ingham, 3d 
majesty’s 2d Ceylon regiment, of a daugh- C. R. of a daughter. I^adyof W. Mont- 
ter. gomery, Esq. C. S. of a son. 


CEYLON DEATHS. 


1810 . 

June. —L ieutenant W. Hollowell, his Gabriel Pichtco. Lady of A# H« Gi«*- 
majeity’a 3d Ceylon regiment, Padre ler, Esq, 
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THtt • 

RIGHT HON. THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

FOR THE 

AFFAIRS OF INDIA. 


Right Honourable Lord Viscount Melville, President. 

Earl Camden, K. G. Lord Lovaine, 

Earl of Liverpool, ) Secretaries • Rt. Hon. Lord Teignmouth, 

Marquis Wellesley, r of Rt. Hon. Thos. Wallace, 

Rt. Hon. Richard Ryder, * State. Viscount Lowther. 

Rt. Hon. Spencer Perceval, 

Secretary, Sir Patrick Murray, Bart, 

Assistant Secretary, John Meheux, Esq. 

Chief Clerk, John Wright, Esq. 

Clerks, R. B. Gibson, T. Bell, B. S. Jones, J.Cumming, R. Gardner, 
IL S. Alves, W. Cabell, R. Lane, B. H. Jones, H. Starke, W. Lenox, and 
J. Crokatt, Esqrs. 

Aceomptant, T. N. Wittwcr, Esq. 

* Assistants, T. Bell and W. Leach, Esqrs. 

Judicial examiner and reporter, C, Poole, Esq. 

Solicitor, W. Groom, Esq. 

Private Secretary to the President, B. S. Jones, Esq, 

Messengers, J. Hardy, H. Smith, G. Parsons, and J. Holmes. 
House-keeper, Mrs. Amherst. 

Chamber-keeper, T. Pocknell. 
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THE 

HONOURABLE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS 

* OF THE 

EAST INDIA COMPANY ; 

Tor the Year 1811 . 


Jacob Bosanquet, Esq. 

Sir Hugh Inglis, *Bart. 

Charles Mills, Esq. M. P. 

Abraham Robarts, Esq. M, P. 

The Hon. William Fullarton Elphinstone. 

Robert Thornton., Esq. M. P. 

Sir Theophilus Metcalfe, Bart. 

Joseph Cotton, Esq. 

Edward Parry, Esq. 

Richard Chicheley Plowden, Esq. 

John Huddlestone, E>q. 

John Inglisj Esq. 

Thomas Reid, Esq. 

, John Bebb, Esq. 

George Milletr, Esq. 

James Pattison, Esq. 

George Abercrombie Robinson, Esq. 

John Alexander Bannerman, Esq. 

Robert Williams, Esq. 

William Wigram, Esq. M. P. 

R. Twining, Esq. 

S. Davis, Esq, 

James Daniell , Esq. 

J. B. Taylor, Esq. 

The Chairman and Deputy-Chairman are of all Committees* 
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PROCEEDINGS AT 'THE INDIA HOUSE, 

For 1810-11. 


EAST INDIA HOUSE. 

Wedti esday , April 11th. 

A court of directors was held at the 
East India house, when a ballot was 
taken for the election of six directors 
for four years, in the room of the ho- 
norable W. F. Elphinstonc, J. Inglis, 
J. Bebb, J. Pattison, J. Danicll, and 
J. B. Taylor, esqrs. who go out by 
rotation. At six o'clock the glasses 
were finally closed, and delivered to 
the scrutineers, who reported the elec- 
tion to he in favour of Jacob Bosan- 
quet, esq. Joseph Cotton, esq. Ed- 
ward Parry, esq Thomas Reid, esq. 
Robert Thornton, esq. and Richard 
Twining, esq. 

The following persons were appoint- 
ed members of the government of 
■Fort St. George, viz. — Sir G. H. Bar- 
low, bai t. K. B. governor ; lieute- 
nant-general Sir S. Auchmuty, com- 
jnander-m-chief, and second in coun- 
cil ; TOaJves, esq. third, and J. H. 
Cassa major, esq. fourth in council. - 
H. Brown, esq. was appointed presi- 
dent of the select committee of supra 
cargoes at Canton, as were J. Fullnr- 
ton Elphinstonc, and W. Parry, esqrs. 
members of the said committee. 

The thanks of the court were voted 
to Chas. Grant and Win. Astell, esqrs. 
chairman and deputy chairman, for 
their unremitting attention to the com- 
pany’s affairs during the last year, 

Friday , April 13th. 

A general special court of proprie- 
tors of East India stock was held 
at their house, Leadenhall -street, Wil- 
liam Astell, esq. the chairman, in the 
chair. 

DEPOSED WRITERS, 
CADETS, &c. 

The minutes of the court of direc- 
tors being read oyer, and an abstract 


of the bye-laws being also read, agree- 
ably to the usual practice at the first 
meeting after the choice of directors, 

The Chair mar^ moved, that the re- 
solution of the com t of directors for 
re-admitting Henry Gardner, a stu- 
dent in theEa^t India college, destined 
for the Madras establishment, who 
had been dismissed in consequence of 
his nomination having been procured 
by corrupt practices, ot which, how- 
ever, it appeared licit he himself was 
ignoraflt, hui who hid been re-ap- 
pointed by James Limed, esq. one 
ot the direo'ors, be ag'ced *.o. 

Mr. liork exniessed hi» high ap- 
probation ot the revolution. He hoped 
to see every i no of the young men 
who stood in tin-, unfortunate situation 
restored. If there were any ot them, 
which he much feaied was tne ca^e, 
who had no personal friends among 
the directors to restore them to then- 
situations, he sincerely trusted that the 
court in geneial would lake the case 
of those who were thus unhappily si- 
tuated into their consideration, and 
would, as a body, extend to them mat 
sympathy and commiseratiorTto which 
they were entitled, in consequence of 
a punishment inflicted on them for of- 
fences of which they were innocent, 
at least in the moral guilt of which 
they ha{J no participation. 

The resolution of the court of di- 
rectors was then unanimously agreed 
to. 

PETITION TO PARLIAMENT 
FOR AID. 

The Chairman informed the court 
of proprietors that the present court 
had been made special for the purpose 
of perusing a petition proposed to be 
presented to the House of Commons on 
the subject of the company’s affairs. 
He should not detain the court with 
pflering any observations m support of 
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the petition, but should simply pro- 
pose that it he void, lestrving to him- 
self to deliver lus sentiments on the 
^evasion, it', unexpectedly, any, objec- 
tion o* doubt should anse on the sub- 
ject. 

'Ihe pelit'on \va^ then read, — It re- 
fe:s to the i'.k'O pt '•enti.d by the 
c.:mp:ir) to the iiou^eoi Commons, 
in A pri l , IHOb, and slates the tact 
that 1, dUM (Vii. \u-. then ^ranted to 
them by pjrhj.m .it, touardi the de- 
mand churned by the * ompany again 
the country. This sum, with the sal*s 
which were mure favourable than had 
been expected, the petition goes on to 
state, pi evented the necessity oi the 
company’s a p'\ing f»»r assistance m 
:my othei qu.i.tei. T he revenue of 
the company lor the year isou-H), 
iluue was every reason to suppose, 
would be neul\ equal to the claims to 
" be male agunat it. The extraoid:- 
narycih'i hi the ci mpany, however, 
bad no" \ t < e .*ed. — i h* j se arose, lii st 
iiom di .1: ^ rmsn India, to the amount 
or d o u, ( ■t;n!. u.i aecov.ut of the wais 
rarrud on then- ■, au'l 2di\, from los- 
ses in their dm lug the last 

year, am kuU.u.;. in the two articles 
of mercLundve at rnmc cost, and of 
Ireight, !o l,(M3/JuoI. 'From pros- 
pective estimate . wVc o had been made 
tor the year lb [MO, it appeared, 
that in this way the sums to be ex- 
pended would exceed the income to 
the amount of about 2,083 ,OGOl. which 
the company could not iaise from its 
own resources; nor were its funds 
ever equal, at any one time, to the 
expences of carrying on the govern- 
ment in India, in time of war. The 
accounts to last March, however, shew- 
ed that the funds of the company in 
England exceeded the debts, to the 
amount of four millions eight hundred 
and twenty-two thousand pounds, 
which sum they hoped would be equal 
to cover any advances made by the 
honourable the House of Commons. 

The petition being read. 

The Chairman moved, that this pe- 
tition be presented to the House of 
Commons. 

Mr. Rock suggested, as the present 
petition referred to a petition formerly 


presented by the company on the same 
subject, and as there were many pro; 
prietors now present who might not 
lia\e been present when the former 
petition was before them, that it too 
should be now read. 

Mr. Grant (the late chairman), 
observed, that the one petition did not 
at .di liSng on the other. He had no 
objection, however, that the former 
pern ion should be read. 

Mr. Jlihk presumed to think that 
the reading of the former petition 
won ld*[) rove satisfactory to the court, 
lie, lor one, could answer that it 
would prove so to him. 

The Chairman contended, that the 
foimer petition had nothing to do with 
the present question. The former 
petition had been presented for spe- 
uiic purposes, which weie already an- 
swc;\ d. 

Mr. Ilotk still insisted that the pe- 
tition in Apiil, 1803, should be read. 

On this a shew of hands was taken, 
when the proposition was declared to 
have been negatived. 

The petition was then approved of. 
It was oidered that the seal of the 
company be affixed to it ; and that it 
be pi esen ted to the House of Commons 
by the Chairman. 

On the' motion of Mr. Grant the 
com t then immediately adjourned. 

Wednesday y June 20. 

A general special court of the pro- 
prietors of India stock was held at the 
India house. 

The Chairman declared a dividend 
of hve and a half per cent, on the ca- 
pital stock of the company, from the 
5th of January last to the 5th of July 
next, which was agreed to. 

Agreeably to one of the company’s 
bye-laws, the titles of the different 
papers, connected with the company’s 
affairs, lately laid before! the two houses 
of parliament, were read, among 
others, the different Comparative state- 
ments of the annual charge and annual 
revenue of the company, in the dif- 
ferent presidencies, for three years, 
1805-6, 1 806-7> and 1807-9, and es- 
timates for the year I8O8-9. 

Mr. Handle Jachon asked, if the 
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is? 


whole papers laid before parliament 
frere now bn the table of that court i 
The Chairman stated, that all the pa- 
pers laid before the House of Com mons 
had been produced to the court . There 
were other papers submitted to the 
select committee of the House of Com- 
mons, the titles of whic h' it had not 
been thought necessary now to read to 
the court. 

Mr. Kemble said, it was his inten- 
tion to have moved that the accounts 
relative to the state of the company’s 
affairs should have been referred to 
a committee of the directors, or of 
the pioprielors, for the purpose of 
preparing an accurate and complete 
statement of the same ; but, as he un- 
derstood from the titles of the papers 
lead, that these accounts were pre- 
pared by the company itself, and not 
bv thecommitteeof the House of Com- 
mons, he did not think it necessary 
to follow up hi# intention. 

Mr. Handle Jackson said, he had 
not asked if all the titles, but it all 
the papers, were on the table, so that 
their contents could be accessible to 
the proprietors. * 

Mr. Grunt said, all the papers which 
had been laid before the Houscof Com- 
mons, in consequence of an order from 
the Speaker, were before the court. 
Those which had been produced with- 
out any order were not now produced, 
but they might be added 4 if the court 
required them. 

Mr. Rock begged to ask if Sir George 
Barlow had received instruction from 
the government at home for his late 
conduct, in which case it must be un- 
derstood that the responsibility did not 
attach to him; or if he acted on his 
own auth rity ? 

The Chairman thought the question 
irregular, as the business could not 
now be discussed. In justice to Sir 
George Barlow, he must say, that 
his conduct had been the result of in- 
structions trocn the supreme govern- 
ment of India, and from this country. 

Mr. Randle Jackson thanked the 
honourable chairman for the candour 
of his communication on so delicate a 
subject. He begged to take this op. 
portunity of recommending to gen« 


tlemen, before the next session of 
parliament, to make it their business, 
as far as was possible, to understand 
the situation of tiu ,, r owu affairs. 
There was a spuit prevailing to decry 
corporate bodies, and to neat their 
property u >tb less ceremony thaq the 
property of pruaie persons. — He was 
sorry to r twelve, that this spirit was 
encouraged even by thn*e gentlemen 
who had been used to argue mod loud- 
ly in f avoir of liberty and property. 
He begged that the court of direc- 
trfrs, and also the proprietors, would 
apply their minds to this subject, and 
by acquainting themselves thoroughly 
with the state of the company’s affairs, 
they would easily be enabled to shew, 
as between themselves and the public, 
if any thing arose at present to cm- 
barras the affairs of the company, it 
oiiginatcd in their ex**rtimis for the 
public, r.j 1 was to be attributed 
solely to the public a£b amt. A strange 
and strong mr-ipatl.y ha 1 lately seized 
certain public character* against the 
monied interests, whether annuitants 
or dealers — but this was principally 
directed ngiinst two corporate bodies 
of whom the company was one. lb* 
knew how soon such a feeling took 
possession of the public mind — ho 
was anxious, however, that he and 
his fellow proprietors should be in- 
formed, as far as it was possible to be, 
on the state of the company’s a (fairs. 
The people of England were radically 
right, and would not willingly lend 
themselves US injustice. Let the pro- 
prietors but understand theii own af- 
fairs, and with that species of armour 
against the attacks of their enemies 
they might depend on success. 

The Chairman then moved, that 
the court of proprietors do approve 
of the resolution of the directors, as 
to the fate of the four ships, the Cal- 
cutta, Jane, Duchess of Gordon, Lady 
Jane Dnndas, and Bengal. The 4th 
of July was fixed for taking the ballot 
on these four cases. 

Mr. Jackson alluding to the nume- 
rous captures of the company’s vessels, 
declared his conviction that the only 
way to remedy this evil was.by mpkiug 
it worth the while of our privateeu 



183 ASIATIC ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810-11, 


^to capture the privateers of the enemy. 
It was quite the policy ot our enemy, 
knowing he had no tiade of his own, 
to let loo-io probably 40,000 men, or 
whatevLM other number he had in the 
privateering service, knowing Mich 
was the de c potic nature of his govern- 
ment, that he could recovei them at 
pleasure, and that this was the very 
beat and boldest education winch he 
could confer upon them to qualify 
them at any after period tt# his marine 
service. 

3Mr. Ri^h/ approved the sentiments 
exploded by the honourable and learn- 
ed gentleman. He wished also to 
know what answer had been made 
by the admiralty on the snbj< ct of le- 
gislating the impulsing of men from 
the company's ships ? 

The Chairman assuied the .worthy 
pioprietnr that the answer was per- 
fectly satisfactory. 

C ./«/' is , Ttfr. dismissed. 

The C'tiU'wnn was happy to propose 
to the corat to approve of a lesolu- 
tion ot tin* court of directors, restoring 
to the service of the company, in the 
capacity ot a writer, Mr. Magni.ic, 
who had been again piesented by an 
indwidiul dirtctcr. i 

Mr. Jtukson asked if thete was 
any particularly distinguishing circum- 
stance in this case. 

The Chairman said there surely was 
ties distinguishing circumstance, that 
it having Apen agreed that those might 
be restored who could procure the 
patronage of an individual director, 
it had been the good fortune of this 
young gentleman, and of others, to 
procure this individual nomination, 
while some others had been Jess for- 
tunate. 

Mr. Jackson said, it had been re- 
solved that sixteen young gentlemen, 
whose nominations had been procured 
by corrupt practices, should be dis- 
missed, under a reservation that they 
.should not be deemed incapable of 
being agtfin admitted to the company’s 
sci vice, if presented by any individual 
director on his own patronage. It 
stjfcely, however, was not the mean- 
ing of the directors, » or of that court, 
that presentations should fly out to 


India, for the purpose of restoring 
those young men before their being 
recalled home, and inquiry made into 
each individual case? It had been 
his own intention, after these young 
men should have arrived in this coun- 
try, to move it as a recommendation 
to the court of directors, that all those 
among them who were innocent should 
be restored to the service ; but he 
r, ould not think that a gentleman who 
had friends, and possessed accornplish- 
menr&such as Mr. Mngniac was known 
to bo possessed of, should be restored, 
while other young men, who had no 
fi iends, but weie equally innocent, 
should be suffered to f;»ll victims to 
tii is general error of the whole. He 
felt conscious of no feeling on this 
occasion, except a desiie to uphold 
the authority of the court of directors, 
to which they themselves did not seem 
sufficiently attentive. He had no 
w’M), however, to oppose the present 
motion. He shoifld not even move 
any thing this day on the subject, 
but when the other persons dismissed 
should arrive in this country, should 
humbly recommend to the directors, 
that they would condescend to rc-exa- 
mme into the case of each, and that 
those who should be found personally 
innocent should be restored, not as 
an act of individual patronage, but 
as an aggregate act. 

Mr. Sansom was satisfied that it 
was highly proper, that all those who 
were not personally culpable should 
be restored ; but this he thought 
might be done without subjecting the 
young men to the cruelty and expence 
of bringing them back to this country. 
The inquiry could be carried on here 
as effectually as in India. He was 
satisfied that the humanity of (he 
directors would be extended to every 
one, except in the case where manifest 
fraud had been practised by the party 
himself. If all were to be brought 
to this country, there would be some 
of them who could not be restored, 
as being above the age. 

Mr. Rock said, if peremptory orders 
had been dispatched for bringing them 
home, they must now be on their 
way. - * ' 
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Mr. Grant thought that the two 
great objects in view when the reso- 
lution w;ii passed had been obtained, 
namely, lo strike an example to deter 
bom such practices in future, and 
to vindicate the cliat.ictei of the com- 
pany. The-e being effected, lie did 
not see any necessity tor ail of them 
being brought home. The <h lectors 
had inq tailed and wcie satisfied as to 
the innocence of the panics now pur- 
posed to be restated. They had been 
restored by a valuable sacrifice of’ in- 
dividual patronage,, which was the; 
test required to shew that the to was 
no corruption in the case. 

Mr. Higly thought it possible that 
all the young gentlemen might bo re- 
stated without calling on the direc- 
tors to make a sacuf -e of individual 
patronage. 

Mr. H. miliums (director) having 
discharged his duty in the first in- 
stance, should feel gratified in seeing 
every one of the young men who 
was himself innocent, restored. If 
the honouiable and learned gentleman 
(Jackson) 'ihnuld eifhei now or rft any 
other time, make such a motion he 
should second it. 

Mi. Jioyj.ujiii’t was of opinion that 
the directors would listen many pio- 
position recommending me icy, but 
thought it should not be done in a 
moment. 

Mr. Twining concurred in expres- 
sing his conviction that, if a recom- 
mendation to this effect were made 
to the director-*, it would be attended 
to. 

Mr. Jackson did not wish to deprive 
the directors of the grace of that 
mercy which would so well become 
them, and which he wished to see 
flow spontaneously. If they did not fol 
low up his expectations he should not 
esteem himself precluded from again 
bringing the matter forward ; but the 
directors, as theirown act, would re-ap- 
point those young men ; he knew it 
would be highly gratifying, at the 
same time that it was the most con- 
stitutional mode of pioceeding Where 
the authority was, there he wished the 
grace to continue also. 

Mr. G. Smith was certain all those 


whom it was proper to re-appoint, 
woald be so re-appointed by the indi- 
vidual diieetnrs. Two writers and 
one cadet, were to be reported this day. 
Them only remained six cadets, one 
of whom could not be lestored, and 
the N-maimng (i\e, he had no doubt, 
wr old h - ic- ippi/mted in the couise of 
tl»" next ) .mi 

The motion for confirming the re- 
appoinim' nt if Mr. Mag mac was then 
put and earned; as was a motion for 
confirming the rc-appointment of Mr. 
K. .f. Smith, also a u i iter - } and Mr. 
Williams, a cadet. 

'J he appointment of an assistant in * 
the oiicntal depaitment of the military 
establishment of the company at 
Wool with, with a salary of 2501. 
a }'‘ar, wasnppio\od of. 

'I he •Chair man informed the meet- 
ing that this louil had been made spe- 
cial, on account of a petition which 
had been presented to the House of 
Commons, in consequence of which a 
bill had passed both houses of pailh- 
im;n\ mdciing a '/rant of t^millioi 
of exchequer bills lor the assistance u* 
the company. 

Also to Mate, that anothei petition 
had Ven piesented to the House of 
C>. (unions, praying that the account** 
between the country and company 
should he un ised, which petition had 
been refeired to a committee. 

This petition being read, Mr. II 
J(s(k\an complimeuted th«hfecto:.. 
for the attention and ca r e which had 
btcn here shewn to t he interests m 
the company. By such clear and ,m 
tclligiblc cieveloptMv.ents of il,e u\,. 
hitUiirion in winch they stood wuh r »• 
public, the calumnies ot their ene- 
mies would quickly be made upparen*. 
— The court then adjourned. 

Hdtlncsdayy Sept cm ht '26th, 

A general quarto Jv coui t was he’d 
the hast India house. A resolution * ■ 
the court of directors, relative to tl » 
nxpenccs of the Easi-lm.ia coiitg' 
the education of the student*, and the. 
examination in an open coin i of due. 
tot s, as to their prog : cm and lime- 
for their appointments, was ' read i. 
tl^ proprietors. tor their appiobaUon, 
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Mr. Randle Jackson requested that 
this paper might remain on the table, 
for the perusal of the proprietors till 
the next general court, as lie should 
then, perhaps have a motion to sub- 
mit on the subject. After what had 
been formerly said on the outside of 
the bar, relative to the education of 
those who might hold situations of 
high trust in India, he hoped it would 
be unnecessary to dwell on that point 
now. They wore niendly to the good 
education of their fellow -citizens# in 
general, but they had proved them- 
selves in an especial manner sensible 
of the value of a good moral and learn- 
ed education, with icspect tothosewho 
might have the most impoitant and 
difficult duties to perform, not only to 
the company but to the public. It 
could not, of course, be theiv desire 
that any thing should be done incon- 
sistent with the full efficiency of the 
plan devised for that purpose. But if 
any alteiation could be made in the 
mode of execution, perfectly consist- 
ent with its efficacy, hut at the same 
time calculated to save the lime of the 
direc'ors, he presumed, it would be 
considered as an alteration for t he bet- 
ter. J t could not be imagined that he 
was influenced by any disfiust of the 
directors, whatever alteration he 
might propose ; for it was but justice 
to them to say, that from the moment 
the late exposure had been made of 
the disgraceful mode in which ap- 
pointments had been sometimes ob- 
tained, they had strenuously implied 
themselves to the investigation of the 
abuse, and the removal of its cause, 
by taking the most proper steps to pre- 
vent the lecurrence of such shameful 
proceeding-* in future. But the time 
of the dueclors was the time of the 
proprietors, and ought to be spared 
as mucljt as possible. To enable the 
proprietors to judge correctly of the 
convenience, which, he presumed, 
would result from the alteration he 
intended to propose, it was desirable 
that the paper should, in the mean 


time, remain on the table, to be pe- 
rused in detail, and he hoped there 
would be no objection to agree with 
the request he had made. 

The Chairman (Mr. Bosanquet) 
thought there could be no objection 
to the proposition.— With regard to 
the disgraceful proceedings to which 
the learned gentleman had adverted, 
he ti Listed that the late act of parlia- 
ment, by which the engaging in this 
traffic had been made a misdemeanour 
— wifii the necessity of a bond with 
three thousand pounds penalty, would 
render such proceedings in future im- 
possible. He allowed that any alte- 
ration in the mode of carrying into ex- 
ecution the plan for the education of 
their students, kc. which should save 
the time of the directors, would be an 
improvement, provided it did not de- 
tract from its efficiency and utility, 
and the court would be happy to hear 
any proposition fiom the learned gen- 
tleman on that subject. The paper 
was then laid on the table. 

The next point which occupied the 
attention* of the court was the reso- 
lution for confirming the re-appoint- 
ments by individual directors of cer- 
tain cadets, who had fallen under the 
displeasure of the court, in conse- 
quence of its appearing that their ap- 
pointments had been at first obtained 
by improper methods. 

Mr. R. Jackson said, that he un- 
derstood this to include all the cases, 
except that disgraceful one which had 
been carried tlnough the court by 
fraud — (to this the chairman assented). 
Mr. J. then expressed his approbation 
of - this proceeding. He understood 
that t he appointments were to be dated 
from the period of the last nomination, 
and not the first. This would make 
the matter felt in India as well as here 
— while he thought the directors had 
shewn as much lenity as was consist- 
ent with the duties of their situation. 

The 1 resolution was unanimously 
agreed to, after which the court ad- 
journed. 
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PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT 

RELATIVE TO THE 

AFFAIRS OF INDIA, 

DURING 

THK FOURTH SESSION OF THE SECOND (HULIUM’Vr OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOMS OF G llii \T EtUTAlN AND IRELAND. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, Ft'/ . 20/ h. 

EAST INDIA AFFAIRS. 

Mr. Dundas moved for a select 
committee to enquire into the state 
of East India affairs, and report their 
opinion thereon. 

Mr. Creevey did not see any good 
that could arise from the committee 
pioposed. He pronounced the affairs 
of the company to be in a very de- 
clining state, and was not aware of 
any good consequence that could re- 
sult from the appointment of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. IFallace argued, that a select 
committee was the best means that 
could be devised of bringing the state 
of the East India company before the 
house. 

Lord A. Hamilton concurred in the 
opinion of Mr. Creevey. 

Mr. S. Dundas observed, that the 
charter of the East India company 
would not expire until the year 1814, 
and that the company was entitled to 
three years notice of any intention 
to rescind it. But as no such notice 
was yet intended to be given, it was 
material that parliament should be 
made acquainted with the state of the 
company's affairs. 

The motion was agreed to, and a 
select committee .appointed* mi»s st- 
ing of twenty-one members, with the 
usual powers. 

— «— 

Friday , March 30///. 

SIR G. BARLOW. 

• Mr. Creevey’ asked, if any step* 


hid been taken on the nart of govern* 
nr :it rb” 1 1 "■* ic-ca) of h.ii George* Bar- 
low hom ih** government of Madias r 
li not, he me mt to give notice of a 
motion on that subject. 

The* C 'inner! lor of the Excheyver j 
in nn*vind* , r i me, relumed an answer, 
hut it was quite impossible to collect 
the import of it. 

Mr. Creevey said, as he understood 
no step for the recal of that gentleman 
was in contemplation, he now gave 
notice that he should, on this day fort- 
night, moui for the production of all 
papers and correspondence between 
Sir George Bat low and the govern- 
ment oi this count! y, tec. t dative to 
the late oceui rentes in India. 


Friday , May 4th. 

MUTINY AT Madras, $c. 

Mr. Cnnvey rose, puistfffTt to no- 
tice, to move for cert am documents 
with regard to the la r e rebellion among 
the military at Madias 5 and also with 
regard to some transactions which took 
place last year in the com is at Madras, 
with which the Madras government 
was closely connected. The honour- 
able member proceeded to comment 
upon the deplorable consequences 
likely to result from the native troops 
being witnesses to the mutiny and 
rebellion on the part of the British 
officers. IT* confessed ihut h'de shore 
of a miracle could have sustained our 
empire in India. His chief motive in 
bringing the business before the House 
was, to ascertain to the satisfaction of 
the country, who were right and who 
vVtrc wrong, in a contest of such seri- 
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oii9 moment. He would not prejudge 
the question — he would not pass any 
premature opinion on the conduct of 
Sir G. Rat low, bur he would say, that 
be his conduct what it might, however 
oppiessivv or unjust, it could not jus- 
tify rebellion on the pair of the mili- 
tary. The honourable member then 
proceeded to dot.nl the alleged ground 
of complaint against the government 
of India ; tii st, with respect to the 
military insubm dilution ; next in re- 
lation to the abuses said to have pie- 
vailed m the judicial and civil depart- 
ment of Madias. He stated, that it 
had been affirmed, that the special 
jury, who had decided upon the justice 
of the claims of the nabob of the Car- 
natic, had been malevolently persecu- 
ted, and some of them punished, un- 
der the pretence of transferring them 
to distant stations. A third ground of 
inquiry was the removal of Mr. Pe- 
trie, who hid been forty-four years 
resident at Madras, and had been uni- 
formly opposed to the councils of Sir 
George Harlow. This was the more 
rttecessaiy to inquire into, as lie behev- 
•edthecnuit ol directors had divided 
•equally upon that question. He ap- 
pealed to the House, it St were umea- 
jsoi.ahL; to a'yk for information upon 
questions ot such impoitance t He 
then concluded with moving, that 
there be laid on the tabic of that House 
copies of al] the correspondence, be- 
tween commander m chief and 
governor in council of Madras, rela- 
tive to the arrest of lieutenant-colon 1 
Munro, and the definitive authoiity of 
■the commander in chief in courts mar- 
tial 

bir Hairy Montgomery t — Sir, In 
•jising to second the motion of the 
.lionouiable gentleman, I beg it may 
be distinctly understood, that I do not 
by any means intend, or do I wish to 
justify, the late violent proceedings of 
part of the Madras army. Sir, its 
conduct is not defensible ; but, from a 
Jong and intimate acquaintance with 
jthat army 11 and knowing, as I do, its 
loyalty, its intrinsic worth, and the 
hrjlliant and valuable services it has 
achieved for this country, 1 am well 


convinced it was not a common injury 
that could have driven such an arm^ 
to such acts of desperation. 

Sir, as I understand the papers 
n*)W asked for vjill not be refused, it 
may probably be thought unnecessary 
forme to touch on thejtubject of their 
contents j they will be found very vo- 
luminous ; but they will, I trust, be 
lead with great attention by every 
member of this House ; for they will 
disclose a detail of systematic tyranny, 
oppression, and studied insult, hither- 
to unknown in British India ; and pro- 
bably never practised to the same ex- 
tent in any quarter of the globe. They 
w ill shew men, whom Sir George Bar- 
low, and his government, had declared 
to have lost its confidence, and who 
had been removed from their official 
situations of auditor of accounts, and 
of secretary ; and in the same letter, 
announcing this opinion, appointed, 
against their consent, to what I am 
suie this House will think offices of 
much greater importance, — judges to 
decide on the lives and property of our 
fellow subjects ! — when at the very 
moment he must have been informed, 
that neither of these gentlemen knew 
a syllable of the language of the coun- 
try, or of the law they were to admi- 
nister. Both these gentlemen, how- 
ever, had more prudence andviitue 
than Sir G. Barlow 5 for they pre- 
ferred being without an office, to en- 
tering on duties they were incapable of 
perfoiming, although tempted with 
a salary of 4,0001. a year. 

But what. Sir, will be the feelings of 
the house, and the country, when w'e 
know that the sacred tiial by jury 
lias been violated, jurymen of high re- 
spectability, degraded and punished for 
a conscientious discharge of their duty, 
and prosecutors, in support of their 
fame and fortune, banished the settle- 
ment. In short. Sir, a perusal of 
those papers will unfold a scene of ini- 
quity, inhumanity, and a perversion 
of justice, which, if attempted in this 
country, would create a revolution. 

Sir H. Montgomery seconded the 
motion. 

Mr. Dttncbs .objected to the \olu- 
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minous matter referred to In the mo- 
tion, and proposed to substitute in its 
place a motion for the correspondence 
between the Court of directors and 
the commander in chief and council, 
together with their respective enclo- 
sures. He A that the govern- 
ment in India nad only acted under 
peremptory orders sent out from this 
country. He did not accuse the of- 
ficers of a deliberate intention to re^ 
bel. He believed they had not origi- 
nally foreseen the calamitous conse- 
quences of their first step of insubordi- 
nation. He passed a high eulogium 
on Sir George' Barlow, to whose un- 
daunted firmness he attributed the sal- 
vation of the British interests in India. 
He thought it better we should be with- 
out an acre iri Indii, than hold that 
territory at the will of a licentious 
soldiery. He very much questioned 
the soundness of that cause which 
could resort to squibs, pasquinades in 
the newspapers, and paragraphs of 
such description, to support it. With 
respect to the correspondence, the 
copies of which he proposed to move 
for, lib must except from that such 
private letters as had bten intercepted 
in the corrse of the rebellion by the 
stoppage ot the Post; many of them 
were letters of a criminal nature ; but 
their publication now could only do 
individuals harm, without working 
any public good. He vindicated the 
persons who acted ns commissioners 
upon the Carnatic claims, and said, 
that in the case of Mr. Petrie, the 
court had not decided so much in ex- 
clusion of him who had all along op- 
posed the councils of the governor, as 
in preference of others who had acted 
with him. 

Lord A. Hamilton was anxious for 
the production of every information 
upon a subject of such importance. 

Sir J. Anstruther , from the ex- 
perience of eight years personal in- 
timacy, bore testimony to the firm- 
ness, julfcce, temper, and moderation 
of Sir G. Barlow. 

Sir T*. Turton did not deny Sir G. 
Barlow firmness, but thought there 
might yet.be* a question Whether that 
firmness had peeu laudably exerted. 
Vol. J2. 


m 

His Majesty’s ministers, for instance, 
exhibited great firmness certainly, 
but it was in obstinately resisting anjl 
insulting the wishes of the people. 

Mr. Grant Was astonished that gen- 
tlemen could be hurried into such un- 
justifiable vehemence, as to prejudge 
the case before the proper document? 
upon which alone their opinions could 
be justly founded, were before them. 
He passed a warm euloginm upon the 
character and conduct of Sir G. Barlow, 
jVlr. Grenfell and Mr. Isdell spoke 
in support of the propriety of bring- 
ing the question before parliament. 

Mr. P. Moore called the attention 
of gentlemen to this one fact, that 
Sir G. Barlow had, on taking upon 
him the government of Madras, found 
there one of the best-disciplined and 
most lo^l armies of any in the em- 
pire. What had since fallen out was 
but too notorious. That very army 
had at that period received the thanks 
of the House for having added another 
world to their empire. 

Mr. Lushington could not help 1 
thinking that the conduct of Sir G. 
Barlow had been unnecessarily harsh. 

Mr. Creevry then shortly replied, 
and stated, that with respect to squibs 
and pamphleteering, the governor had 
had his pamphleteer on this side of 
the water, whose production had first 
directed his close attention tft this 
subject. He agreed, however, to Mr. 
Dnndas’s proposition, and th^*lnotioi\ 
for the correspondence between the 
court and the governor in council, was 
then put and carried nem. con. 

MACAO EXPEDITION. 

Tuesday , May &lh. 

Mr. Prendergast rose to move for 
papers respecting the origin and con- 
duct of the expedition to the Portu- 
guese settlement at Macao. He gave 
a statement of the conduct of that 
expedition, from which it appeared, 
that admiral Drury had taken posses- 
sion of the place in opposition to the 
wishes of the Portuguese governor, 
and hoisted the British dag, &c. — 
that he had unwarrantably threatened 
and insulted the Chinese, who had 
opposed the proceeding—* that in an 
O 
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attack a British boat had been taken 
by the Chinese, in the recovery of 
which by the British, twenty- five 
Chinese had been (we think he said) 
killed or wounded — that the British 
had been exposed to odium and con- 
tempt in this business — and our valua- 
ble commerce with China endanger- 
ed. It was proper that the house 
should know who were to blame in 
this transaction , and therefore he 
moved — first, for copies of dispatches 
to the admiralty and the court of di- 
rectors, relative to this expedition — 
second, copies of communications by 
the admiralty to admiral Drury, on 
the reports which they received re- 
specting this expedition — third, copies 
of all orders and opinions sent by the 
directors or the board of controul to 
the gomnor-general of Bengal* or the 
„ supercargoes at Canton, relative to 
the occupation of Macao, He stated 
that he would willingly be one of a 
committee to select the proper papers 
from a great mass which he knew 
might be comprehended under the*e 
motions. 

Mr. Duntlas said, the detail of the 
course of the expedition was correct, 
as far as it went. But circumstances 
had been omitted whicl) altered the 
complexion ot the case. When there 
was reason to apprehend that the Bri- 
tish wduld be excluded from the Por- 
tuguese ports before the removal of 
the roynfctfcmily of Portugal to the Bra- 
zil, orders had been sent out to take 
the Portuguese settlements in the east 
(afterwards countermanded) by force, 
if necessary, except Macao, which 
was not to be taken without the con- 
currence of the Chinese, and it was 
imagined that the Chinese would wil- 
lingly accept of our assistance to re- 
pel a hostile attack of the French on 
the settlement, if that should be at- 
tempted. The governor-general was 
apprized by the committee of super- 
cargoes at Canfon that the French 
were preparing to attack the place, 
and that it might be taken possession 
of by us, * with the concurrence of the 
Chiueseas he understood. It wds ne- 
cessary to act immediately, without 
Waitiog for further orders, and the* 


governor sent admiral Drury„ who 
acted in concert with the supercargoes;' 
till they were convinced that further 
perseverance would be, useless. He 
conceived that no blame attached to 
the governor-general or the admiral. 
He agreed with the flfciourablc gen- 
tleman as to the importance of preser- 
ving our Chinese commerce — but un 7 
der all the circumstances, he thought 
there was no occasion for these pa- 
pers, which were very voluminous, 
and he would therefore oppose the mo- 
tion 

Mr. G. Johnstone disapproved of 
the occupation of the territory in ques- 
tion. The island was 100 miles in 
circumference $ the Portuguese did 
not occupy above ten miles in circum- 
ference of it ; the Chinese only allow- 
ed them one week’s provisions at a 
time, so that we had no occasion to 
dread the French getting, or if they 
did get, retaining possession of it. 

Mr. Wallace thought that no suffi- 
cient case had been made out to induce 
the house to order such a mass of pa- 
pers to be produced. 

Sir Home Popham thought if*there 
was any inconvenience in producing 
all the papers called for, there could, 
at least, be no objection in producing 
those which related to the supercar- 
goes, the marine service, and the 
commander in chief. 0 

Mr. C. Grant reprobated the mo- 
tion, as tending to lead the Chinese 
jto suppose that we were in a state of 
servility to them. Such conduct could 
not tend to render them more concili- 
atory. 

Mr. Prendergast replied. 

Mr. Dundas and Mr. Prendergast 
mutually explained. 

iMr. As l ell opposed the motion. 

The gallery Was cleared, but no di- 
vision took place, and the motion was 
negatived. 

» Monday , May 14th. 

EAST INDIA COMPilNY, 

Mr. Astell presented a petition from 
the East India company, which was 
received and fead.— It was of con- 
siderable length, and took a retrospec- 
tive view of the connection between. 
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the India company and the British 
• government sipce tha year 1793 ; 
stating, that upon the expences pro- 
duced by several expeditions which 
had been undertaken, debts were in- 
curred on both sides, which were 
never clearlyJRIanced and liquidated ; 
but that a roRiderablc balance was 
due to the company, which they now 
prayed to have examined by the 
house, and any ‘balance that might ap- 
pear due to them paid. 

Leave was given to present a pe- 
tition pursuant to the prayer of this 
petition ; which was accordingly pre- 
sented and read : and Mr. Astell mo- 
ved that it be referred to the commit- 
tee appointed to consider of the affairs 
of the East India company. 

Mr. Creevey rose, to offer some 
observations upon the statements al- 
leged in this petition. It stated, that 
the government was in debt to the 
East India company, on account of 
the expences incurred in the last war ; 
but their account was referred to a 
committee in the year 1805, who re- 
ported that the amount of the ba- 
lance then due to the company was 
2,300,00Cl. Out of this they were 
paid two millions, and there still re*, 
mained a balance in their favour of 

300.0001. But in the next year the 
company produced a new statement, 
in which they swelled this balance to 

1 .500.0001. making their originalclaim, 
instead of 2,300,0001. 3,800,0001. He 
denied that such a thing ought to have 
been done ; it was done, however, and 
now they came forward with a new 
claim for 1,900,0001. alleged to be 
clue on this stale account. They seem- 
ed totally to forget that in fact, the 
public owed them nothing He could 
easily understand that, wanting this 
sum, they preferred claiming it as a 
debt, to asking for it in any other 
shape ; because if it was granted to 
them in the shape of a debt, it would 
be get by a single motion ; whereas in 
any other way, the progress would be 
circuitous, and liable to be impeded 
by much discussion. It was now just 
lour years since any' discussion of tjie 
company's affairs tootfsglace in that 
house ; for they had been now four* 


years without bringing forward any 
budget, although they had, in suc- 
cessive years, claimed and obtained 
large sums in advance, on pretence 
of answering the exigencies of the 
moment. All, in fact, that parlia- 
ment knew of the East India company 
for the last four years, was from its 
petitions on their journals. In the 
year 1807* a bill passed for enabling 
them to borrow 2,000,0001. In the 
following year, another bill passed for 
enabling them to raise 1,900,0001 . } 
they stated again last year that they 
wanted another 2,000,0001. to meet 
the exigencies of the occasion, and 
yet another session bad passed without 
their submitting to the house any ge- 
neral state of their affairs, owing to 
the want of which it was impossible 
forthe^ouse to come to a full and fair 
discussion upon a subject so import- 
ant. He considered the present claim 
as one of the most preposterous that 
ever was offered to parliament, and he 
trusted the house would grant the 
company nothing until a full account 
of the state of their affairs was pro- 
duced and investigated. The law* 
positively required, that before any 
dividend was made of their profits, 
they should clear their accounts with 
the public * and yet, although no 
snch clearance had been made, the 
company were now dividing on their 
last year's profit 10^ per cent. — He 
hoped, therefore, the house would 
come to some decisive issue upon the 
subject. 

Mr. Grant said there was one to- 
pic from which the honorable gentle- 
men^enerally-abstained, when speak- 
ing of the affairs of the company, 
namely, the justice due to them. He 
(Mr. Grant), however, would main- 
tain, that they had a just claim to a 
very considerable balance in their fa- 
vour, and that the true balance due to 
them in 1808 was I, £00,0001. and that 
the company had gever acceded jjo 
the statement, as lai^dow&vby 
honorable gentleman. 
only to appeal to the j$stj^;V&f (he 
house j they asked only 'a Mr 'exami- 
nation of met? accounts, and if any 
balance should appesrr due to them,' 
2 * 
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that they might receive it. It was 
said, on a recent occasion, that the 
doors of that house should be opened 
wide to petitions, and he hoped the 
India company were as fairly entitled 
\o the extension of such an indulgence 
as any other description of people. If 
any money was due to them it ought to 
be paid. The honorable gentleman, 
he was sure, would not contend that 
no balance was due ; aud he trusted 
the House of Commons would not dose 
its ears against just claims o lie red in 
respectful language. « 

Lord A. Hamilton spoke a short 
time, but was not distinctly audible 
from the gallery ; we understood him 
to speak on the same side with Mr. 
Creevey. 

The Chancellor of the Euhequer , 
3n answer to some allusion from Mr. 
Creevey, with respect to his interfe- 
rence in the last claim of the company 
for a loan of two millions, said, he 
had not encouraged the company in 
that application by any thing like a 
pledge of the sanction of jbe govern- 
ment ; nor by any opinion that the 
country at large would favour it ; but 
what the House of Commons would do 
upon a petition submitted to them, he 
could not say. It did, hbwever, ap- 
pear to him, that the company had a 
right to an opportunity of having their 
claims fairly examined and equitably 
adjusted. 

Mr. tVhitlrcad said, that although 
the account# between the government 
and the India company had not been 
completely liquidated, that balances 
ought to be struck from lime to time., 
The honorable gentleman opposi^? to 
him had said, that the company did 
cot think themselves fairly dealt by in 
the last settlement of their account. 
The president of the board of controul 
was the same person then as now ; so 
was the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ' 
They made ijp. objection to the for< 
met; settlemctft j fJ and if that was their 
oojoioh' 'time, he did not see 

^ now to 

thei ^fiMf 4y» xo coming forward, 
an^ cSIlpif'ri new investigation upon 
an accoMt already settled two years 
ago.*— X|^^jght honorable gentleman 


(the Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
said, that on the former occasion he 1 
withheld his own countenance from 
their claim. But had they no oppor- 
tunity of conversation with him since ; 
had they not before received his 
former refusal to supogfe their claim ? 
And yet two years afl^ the account 
was closed, they are allowed to come 
forward with the countenance of the 
right honorable gentleman, and again 
set up their claim, which he (Mr. 
Whitbread) considered as unfair and 
inadmissible by the public. 

Mr. Dundas said, the honorable 
gentleman (Mr. Whitbread) was right; 
he (Mr. Dundas)did at that time state 
that the account was closed, and the 
reason was, that the report of the 
committee of 1805 was proceeded oil 
by that of 1808, and the East India 
company denied the justice of the 
conclusions of that committee, and 
complained of their injustice in refusing 
to admit their claim. They, there- 
fore, now came to the house for re- 
lief, and that was the basis of their 
present petition. Claims were some 
time since made by a person of the 
post-office, who complained of the 
injustice dene to him twenty yeais 
ago, and no objection was made by 
the house to entertain and investigate 
that claim; therefore he could sec no 
reason why this petition should not bo 
received and attended to. * 

The petition was then ordered to bo 
refeircd to the committee on India af- 
faii». 

Tuesday , A lay \5 f h. 

I AST INDIA COMPANY. 

Mr. C? eevey , after briefly com- 
menting on the propriety .of the East 
India company submitting to the pub- 
lic a statement of their affairs, when 
they were in the habit of coining 
down every year to that house to' bor- 
row money, moved that there be laid 
before the house a copy of the expo- 
sition of the affairs of the East India 
company, submitted to the committee 
of 1808, appointed to consider the 
affair* of India, /, 

Mr. Dyndas^Aid be should not op- 
pose the motion, which* after a fevf 



PARLIAMENTARY proceedings. 


•words from Lord Folkestone, was company lost considerable by those 


agreed to. 

Mr. Astell moved for the produc- 
tion of papers respecting the direc- 
tors in 1797*— -Ordered. 

Tiie$$^~Mny 2 7 th. 

EAST INDIA EXPORT TRADE. 
Mr. Prendergast , after a few pre- 


restrictions and fetters they imposed 
on private traders. 

Mr. P. Moore hoped that a full and 
fair report respecting India “might be 
before the country, prior to the time 
that any steps should be taken for a 
renewal of their charter. That great 
and rich country had been so badly 


fatory observations, inculcating the managed by the company, as to be 
necessity of promoting the export trade of hardly any service to the mother 
of the East Indies by some prompt and country, whereas it ought to furnish 
efficient measures, moved, pursuant considerable aid. 
to his notice. “ That there be laid Mr. Wallace said, that some reports 
before the house the copy of a letter respecting India were in a state of 
from the governor-general in council preparation and forwardness. 

. to the court of d : rcctors, dated 23d After a few observations from other 
of August, 1809 /' gentlemen, and a short reply from Mr. 

On the question being put, Prendergast, the motion was put and 

Mr. R . S. Dundas opposed the negatived by a majority of 64 to 24. 

production of the ‘paper, on the 

ground that it was already, with va- Thursday, May 31$L 

nous other documents, before the INDIA LOAN, 

committee on the state of the East Mr. Dundas stated the causes of the 


Thursday , May 31$£. 

INDIA LOAN. 

Mr. Dunda t stated the causes of the. 


India company’s affairs, and also be- difficulties in which the company found 
cause it would be a useless waste of itself, the chief of which was, the nutn- 
the time of the house to occupy its her of bills presented in this country 
attention with any part of the qnes- for payment upon their India debt, 
lion, until that committee shall have It had been the object of the company, 
made its repot t. however, to confine their loans in In- 

Mr. Gmnt said, that the sales in dia to their surplus revenue there, and 
Leadenhall-street were much quick- they had succeeded to » a considerable 
ened by the Americans retiring from extent in Madras and Bombay > but 


the trade, and withdrawing their com- 
petition. The honorable gentleman 


there were no accounts from Bengal 
to shew how the plan answered there. 


was totally mistaken if he supposed But a complete account o&tfil their 
that the company wished to favour debts would be laid before the bouse 
the American trade in preference io next session. It had never been ex- 

the native trade. pected that these debts could bo dis- 

Sir T. Turton complained of the charged out of their commercial pro- 
darkness in which the company chose fits here. The India debt contracted 
to keep this country with respect to in the acquisition of territory ought 
every thing that takes place in India, to be charged on the territorial reve- 

Two sessions had elapsed, and the third nue. The house had been in the ha- 

was on the point of expiring, without bit of extending relief to merchants, 
any report being presented to the house but the company would have been 
on that subject. able to meet all their late immense 

Sir J. Anstruther hoped that it would losses in trade, had it not been for 
t be considered that the inquiry re*#thAe India bills. He proposed to move 
spec ting the private trade was now an issue of on& and a half million in 
terminated. Although it was some- exchequer bills for the relief of the 
times alleged that 1 he company ma- company, which would bemadepay* 
naged their trade so i&ell and so cheap able in time, to bring the company*s 
that no private' tradcr$s*£Ould come affairs under discussion some time 
into competition, he believed that it next ^ session. — Thqjre existed suffici- 
would be found upon enquiry that the ent security for this in their stock in 
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trade, and the debt would be liquida- last importance to preserve the confi* 
ted by the company defraying certain dence of the natives $ and he confes- . 
naval expences in the East Indies, hi- sed tl>at the letter in question had al- 
therto defrayed by the crown. Mr. most destroyed the .lemains/of con- 
D. then adverted to the wars in which fidence which he had had in the sta- 
the company had been engaged, which bility of the company, 
had occasioned the deficit in their re- Mr. Dundas stated^tnat the trans- 
venue compared wirh their expendi- action in question was now under iq- 
ture. But there was now a prospect vestigation. 

of their being able considerably tore- Mr. G . Johnstone supported the 
diice their military establishment. He motion, although he considered it per- 
further stated, that the government fectly delusive to argue that the affairs 
had called upon the company to give of the East India company were in 
licences for individual trade to Africa, a flourishing state. With respect to 
the Red Sea, and Southern Continent the alleged reduction of the military 
of America. , The house, however, force in India, it was impossible, in- 
would have a future opportunity of asmuch as it was now scarcely suffi- 
tegulating the India trade in whatever cient for the protection oi the terri- 
manner should appear most proper, tories subject to the company. 

He concluded by moving, as above, Mr. Grawr. denied that the allega- 
that one million and a half of exche- lions relative to the insolvency of the 
quer bills, &c. company were in any degree borne 

Mr. Creevey stated, that he had out by the facts, although it was ma- 
little confidence in the security prof- nifest that the general circulation of 
feted for this sum. It was remarkable such rumours, both within and with- 
that, as to India, the honorable gen- out those walls, was, above all other 
tieman had only been able to shew a circumstances, 1 calculated to produce 
decrease of deficit — he had said no- much of' the evil which it was only 
thing of surplus. He contended, in affected to predict. It was mo proof 
opposition to the last speaker, that in- that because the coffers of the corn- 
crease of investment was not necessa- pany at home, in consequence of their 
rily a source of profit. Where the commercial and political exertions in 
trade was a losing one, it was a means India, were not full, that therefore 
of loss ; and he referred to lord Min- the application to the country for an 
to’s letter to shew how the matter 3tood advance of a certain sum was* insol- 
in the p«e«*nt instance. The compa- vency. Had not at various times great 
ny had Completely failed in their en- chartered bodies made such applica- 
gagements to the public ; and instead tions to the House of Commons ? 
of nine millions, which they ought Did not the Bank of England do so, 
to have paid by this time, they had and would it be contended that such 
only paid 500,0001. an act fully illustrated the insolvency 

Mr. Dundas observed, that the af- of that corporation ? 
fairs of the company could not be After some further observations 
considered as a mere mercantile con- from lord Morpeth .and Mr. Prender- 
cern. They were not to be considered gast, the committee divided, when the 
as bankrbpt, because their commer- numbers were — 
cial profits here could not answer the For the motion 7 5 — against it 10 — 
India bills. It might as well be said majority 65*. 
that this country was bankrupt, I fe- # EAST INDIA COMPANY’S 
caused* could not at once discharge a SERVICE. 

'deb;,' of 600,000,0001. On the motion of Mr. Dundas , the 

A member, whose nanrie we could house went into a committee on the 
no! icapp* ,si a ted, that he had a letter East India recruiting bill. 
h*»ut slating an instance of bad Sir Henr*# Montgomery rose, ,in 

la-th m She in regard to a puuuance of the notice he^gave on 

. there. It was of the the second reading of this bill, to 
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propose a clause to regulate the rank 
of the officers in the company’s army 
with those of his majesty, wjiich 
would at once put an end to the dis- 
contents and heart-burnings that had 
so long agitate^ the army in India, and 
would, if not fixed on fair military 
principles, one day or other occasion 
the loss of that most valuable part of 
the British empire. By a clause in 
the mutiny act, for the government 
of the army of the East India com- 
pany, passed in the year 175$, and 
continued by the articles of war pub- 
lished annually by the king, it is 
directed (said Sir H.), that officers of 
the king’s army, when on duty with 
those of the company, shall take rank 
and precedence without reference to 
the date of commission ; or, m other 
words, that the oldest general, colo- 
nel, major, or captain, in the company’s 
army, although of ten years in that 
rank, is to be commanded by an of- 
ficer of equal rauk in his majesty’s 
army promoted yesterday. It must 
be recollected, that although such a 
distinction might have been very pro- 
per fifty-seven years ago, when this 
act passed — when the officers in the 
company’s army were few, and still 
fewer of them regularly bred to the 
military life; yet of. late years, 
it has become a regularly organized 
army of nearly as great a magnitude 
as his majesty’s army annually vot&l 
' by the house 5 and that it has produc- 
ed, and does at this moment consist 
of, as many distinguished and valua- 
ble officers as any in the world. I 
think it is not an unreasonable thing 
which I nnk,- that, as subjects and 
servants of the same state, they should 
be put on an equality of rank when on 
duty together. The right honourable 
gentleman at the head of the board 
of controul will, I know, tell me, as 
he did the other night, there is no 9ort 
of occasion to repeal this clause, fox 
the king was graciously pleased, in 
the year 1787, to promise that bretet 
commissions in his army should be 
glinted to the office^ in the company’s 
service, which had them on an 
equal footing in respecOo rank 5 bat 
surely the right honourable gentleman 


must know that his majesty's most 
gracious, intention in this respect has 
not been complied with for the last 
ten years $ and that there is not an of- 
ficer in the company's army, save 
those who have been promoted in the 
general brevet at home, that have ever 
received a commission. If the right 
honourable gentleman does not know, 
I can tell him and the house, that 
very many unpleasant discussions have 
taken pface on thi6 point between the 
Wng’s and company’s officers of late, 
and it is my firm belief, that nothing 
less than what I now propose will 
put a 8 top to them in future, or secure 
that harmony which I think ought to 
prevail between soldiers and fellow 
subjects * serving their sovereign and 
country. Can the right honourable 
gentletnan and the house believe, th3t 
even had his majesty’s most gracious 
intention been carried into effect, the 
article to which I object would not 
still be considered as degrading to the 
feelings of the officers in the com- 
pany’s army ? But, Sir, what would 
be their feelings in case it should be 
found necessary to employ in India 
any of the many foreign corps now 
in the service ? The officers of these 
corps are entitled, as the act now 
stands, to claim the same superiority of 
rank over the company's army, ant} 
I would ask the house if this is to be 
endured } I have also to call the attend 
tion of the right honourable gentle- 
man to another subject, which I 
mentioned the other night, that is the 
restriction of rank of the company's 
army to major-general. I wish always 
to speak of his majesty’s army and 
the foreign troops in his service, as 
I feel, with perfect respect. But when 
I see on the list of the army two lieu- 
tenant- generals. Count* de Meuron 
and Baron Hompesch, I cannot see 
any sufficient reason why major-gene- 
rgls in the company’s army, with bre- 
vets from the king’s, should not be pro- 
moted to a higher rank. No map 
thinks more highly of Sir Samuel* Ach- 
muty than I do 5 nor, a& I said before, 
do I think there was so proper^ a per- 
son to be found for the very ‘ important 
station to which he has been sent j 
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but I still assert that he has had local 
rank given him contrary to the stipu- 
lations made with the company’s army 
in 1796: that although local rank was 
to be given to the commanders - in- 
chief, at the different presidencies, it 
was only intended to entitle them to 
a larger staff, and to the consequent 
aggrandizement of the station, and 
not to the depression or supercession 
of any senior officer. Does the local 
rank given to Sir Brent Spencer, Sir 
Stapleton Cotton, <xc. supercede any 
of their seniors in the army of Por- 
tugal ? And when major - general 
Abercrombie was sent to Bombay 
■with the local rank of lieutenant-ge- 
neral,* was there not very gpod care 
taken to prevent it affecting one of 
his majesty’s major-generals then do- 
ing duty there, by his lemoval to the 
staff of another presidency ? But no 
such allowance was made for the feel- 
ings of the company’s officer. He 
must either suffer supercession, or 
cease to serve his country. This sub- 
ject will, I trust, be taken into most 
serious consideration by the right ho- 
nourable gentleman 5 but if he wishes 
to withheld it to be offered as a boon 
to the officers of the company’s army, 
on any arrangement whicli lie may 
wish to make to induce the aimy to 
transfer their services, I would tell 
iim, the company’s officers are very 
well content to remain governed as 
they are.* *They have ever found the 
Court of directois a most useful and 
often a successful barrier between them 
and encroachment* from another quar- 
ter, and they have heretofore also 
found the court of directors ever ready 
and willing to attend to their just com- 
plaints, and, as far as in their power, 
redress them. — I now move the clause : 
Be it enacte# that after the passu g of 
this act, all officers in the set vice of 
the united company of merchants 
of England tiding to the East Indies, 
shall, whenever they aie employed on 
duty or otherwise with the officers of 
£is majesty’s army, take rauk, pre- 
cedence^ and command, according 
to ih&£i|g$£S of their respective corn- 
mis gjens/and to the rules of the army. 

Mr, Durttlas objected Jo this, as in- 
•ffici dggkJ tnd contrary To the agree* 


ruent entered into on the subject lit, 
1796. *It was also a novel legislation 
on the army, which ought to be left 
to the king. 

The motion was negatived, and the 
report on the bill,* as originally framed, 
ordered to be received to-morrow. 

Thursday, June \4tk. 

EAST INDIA LOAN. 

Mr. Dundas moved the third read- 
ing of the East India Loan bill. 

Sir T. Turton stated, that he had 
been so disgusted with the mode in 
which India subjects had been treated, 
that if this had concerned India alone 
he would expect no attention. But 
it concerned this country, as he saw 
no reasonable hope that this sum would 
ever be repaid. The territories, it had 
been said, would enable them to piy 
the debt. Considering the debt upon 
that icintoiy, and the spirit of exten- 
sion and conquest in India, it was im- 
possible to lcok with confidence to that 
resource. The financial embarrass- 
ments had increased with the con- 
quests, and though he saw a gentle- 
man snnle, he could point out how 
Indian princes and their minisierj 
had been hung up at their own 
doois, and their heads fixed up- 
on the walls of their own pa- 
laces. But these tidings, as they only 
concerned India, excited no interest. 
We had toothing to expect trom India, 
except an additional load of debt. — 
The honourable baronet tl^en exami- 
ned the state of the East India com- 
pany’s property, and contended that 
they had no jcasonable security to 
offer for the repayment ^of jjfos' sum. 
There was great reason to dread a Mali- 
rutta war, and yet there appeared but 
little disposition to conciliate our own 
a 1 my. lie blamed the severity of the 
conduct of the„ governor # of Madras j 
that conduct might, perhaps, be jus- 
tified by necessity $ but that was not 
the general opinion among those most 
connected with India. 

Mr. Wallace maintained, that sound 
policy required tljat the East India 
company should ’be relieved. Tb fy 
had lately sustained great losses, and 
were but just recovering from the, ex- 
plores consequent upon the just and 
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pecessary wara In which they had been 
engaged 3 and even if they had been' 
a private commercial company, they 
would have some claim to assistance, 
Their present necessity was manifest* 
but he contended that the statement 
in the report proved the security to 
be sufficient. A part of the India 
debt was of a political character, and 
in relieving the company from the 
pressure of that debt the country was 
serving itself. On the whole, the 
country could not with propriety re- 
fuse the present application. 

Mr. Creevcy opposed the bill, on 
the ground that there was no hopes 
that the money should ever be repaid j 
and, notwithstanding what had been 
said by the honourable gentleman who 
spoke last, he thought that none of 
themselves would have the hardihood 
to say that there was a reasonable* pros- 
pect of repayment. He objected to 
it besides, on account of the time at 
which it had been brought forward, 
when it was impossible to discuss the 
subject fully. He objected also be- 
cause the company might go to market 
to increase their capital, and try their 
credit with the public, and lastly, he 
objected, because a full account of the 
East India company’s affairs had not 
been laid before the house. 

Mr. Dund'js denied that the com- 
pany’s territories were such scenes of 
rapine as the honourable gentleman 
had represented. They were governed 
in a manner the most advantageous for 
the people. This he could take upon 
him to assert, from better sources of 
information than the honourable ba- 
ronet posse^d. The honourable ba- 
ronet’s animadversion on' the conduct 
of the Madras government was irrele- 
vant. No information on the subject 
had as yet been laid before, the 
House 5 the censure, therefore, was 
as premature as he believed it to be 
undeserved. As to no Indian budget 
having been brought forward, he had 
only to answer that this was impossi- 
ble. 

Lord A . Hamilton expressed his dis- 
sent to the motion. \ 

After a few observations from Mr. 
Thornton in favour of tire bill* the 


House divided, when the number* 
were, for the third reading. 

Ayes - - - - 52 

Noes - - - - 10 

Majority - - —42 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Saturday , June If). , 

EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

The order of the day on the East In- 
dia company’s loan bill being read. 

The earl of Lauderdale objected to 
t^c bill on the ground that the com- 
pany had, for the last seven years, been 
paying dividends of 10£ per cent, on 
their stock to their proprietors, while, 
at the same time, year after year, they 
were borrowing from the public, there- 
by making the whole sum, above the 
legal interest, amounting to about 
800 , 0001 . a year, now paid by them 
to their propiietors, and which, there 
being reason to fear that their profits 
were actually nothing, must ultimately 
be payable to their creditors as a bur* 
then on the public. 

The earl of Liverpool supported the 
bill. 

Lord Holland opposed it, on ground* 
similar to those urged by the earl of 
Lauderdale. 

The bill was then forwarded in its 
stage. 

The earl of Lauderdale proposed, 
that it be referred to the judges to 
give their Opinion on the legality of 
the right assumed by the«East India 
companv, or their directors, to declare 
a divided of 10^ per cent, where, in 
fact, their profits did not amount to 
one farthing j and concluded by moving, 
that the judges do attend in the House, 
for this purpose, on Monday. 

On this question a division took' 
place, when the motion was nega- 
tived. 

The earl of Lauderdale afterwards 
entered the following Protest : 

Dissentient — Because, To us it 
appears that before passing this bill into 
a law, the opinion of the judges on 
the legality of the East India com- 
pany’s declaring a dividend in the pre- 
sent state of iheir affairs is highly de- 
sirable. For whilst we know from the 
accounts on the table of the House, 
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that they have continued to divide 
annually ten and a half per cent, on 
their capital stock, we are convinced 
that the House of Commons would 
not have abandoned the wise and pru- 
dent system they had formerly pur- 
sued, when in chapter 64, of the 
13th of George the Third, they li- 
mited the dividend on the company’s 
stock to six per cent, till the sum of 
fourteen hundred thousand pounds, 
advanced to relieve them from diffi- 
culties similar to those they now expo • 
rienced, was repaid, had they not 
thought it unnecessary, seeing that 
in their opinion the East India com- 
pany are, in the present situation of 
their affairs, by law precluded from 
assigning to the proprietors any divi- 
dend on their capital stock. 

Secondly, ^ Because the doubtc that 
must naturally arise on the right of 
the company to declare a dividend, 
from the difference of opinion thus 
disclosed to us by the conduct of the 
East India com pa >y, and by the pro- 
visions of the bill sent up by the Com- 
mons, bre greatly increased by the 
following considerations - — 

First, The accounts of stock per 
computation on the tabic of] this house 
—1st of March, 1806 3 1st of March, 
1807 j 1st of March, 1808 3 and 1st 
of March, I8O9 — far from shewing 
any profit, after the payment of bills 
6f exchange accepted, and of debts, 
interest, anthother out-goings, exhibit, 
in that short space of time, ^oss to 
the enormous amount of twe™ mil- 
lions five hundred and seventy- one 
thousand twenty-two pounds 3 whilst 
by the 1 1 1th clause of the 33d George 
III. chapter 52, the company have 
only a right to declare a dividend “ out 
of their profits in Great Britain, after 
providing for payment of bills of ex- 
change already accepted by the com- 
pany, as the same shall become due, 
and for the current payment of other 
debts, interest^ and other out-goings, 
charges, and ex pences.” > 

Secondly, Both the East India com- 
pany aud (he legislature seem to have 
formerljr’given a most decided opinion 
on this subject 3 for when, by the 65th 
chapter of the 21st of George III. 


the company were, as at present, pre- 
cluded from dividing the sum, then 
permitted by law, of eight per cent, 
on their capital stock, till they had 
provided for the current payment pf 
interest, out-goings, and other ex- 
pences 5 they, in the year after the 
passing of that act, petitioned to be 
empowered by law to divide the said 
sum of eight per cent, per annum, 
notwithstanding that their net profits 
fell short of what was nece^aiy to 
discharge such a dividend by twenty- 
two thousand and twenty- three pounds; 
and Parliament actually gave such 
powers in chapter 51 of the 22d of 
George III. 

Thitdly, Because under these cir- 
cumstances, whatever may be the 
opinion of the judges concerning the 
right of "the company to declare a di- 
vidend, it seems to us impel iuusly 
ncccssaiy for the public interest, that 
the House should be in possession of 
u. For if the judges should pronounce 
it to be illegal tor the company to de- 
clare any dividend in the present situa- 
tion of their affairs, the authority of 
such an opinion would prevent a large 
portion of the sum about to be lent, 
from being illegally transferred into 
the pockets ot the proprietors of India 
stock j and if, on the contrary, the 
judges should declare, that such a di- 
vidend was legal, it would certainly 
suggest to the House the propriety of 
following the wise example the legis- 
lature has heretofore given, by intro- 
ducing a clause into the bill now before 
them, for diminishing the dividend to 
be made to the proprietors, tdl such 
time as the yjoncy adviced should 
be repaid to the public. 

Laudpkdat.ts. 

Tuesday , June U)lk. 

EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

The Earl of Liverpool moved the 
third reading of the East India com- 
pany’s loan bill, observing, that the 
special grounds on which this applica- 
tion was now made to parliament, 
were, that a considerable debt had been 
incurred, in confluence of the wars in 
India, in wbicfTthis country was mate- 
rially interested, and in consequence of 
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the creditors having an option of draw* 
ing bills on the company in England. 
Bills had been drawn to the amount of 
upwards of 4,000,0001. and in addition 
to this, the loss sustained by the rom- 
%&ny, from the late calamities which 
hadhappenedtotheirshipping, amount- 
ed to nearly a million. 

The Earl of Lauderdale entered into 
a detailed statement, for the purpose of 
shewing the unprosperous sti#e of the 
company, and the little prospect there 
was of this money being repaid.* The 
act of 1793 required, that the debt of 
the company in India should be re- 
duced to 2,000,0001. ; the bond debt 
in England to $00,0001. ; that 500,0001. 
per annum should be paid to the public ; 
and that a sum* should accumulate to 
make up the amount of 12,000,0001. 
as a security for the holders of the ca- 
pita! stock. Instead of thi$, the debt in 
India had accumulated to 32,000,0001. 
the bond debt in England to 4,000,0001. 
the 500,0001. unpaid to the public, 
now amounted to 7,000,0001 and these 
sums, added to the 12,000,000). made 
a difference of 52,000,0001. His lord- 
ship also contended, that it appeared, 
from the balance paper of stock, per 
computation laid before parliament, 
that thecompnny was now 1 0,000 ,0001. 
worse than nothing. The noble lord 
adverted to the late transactions in Ma- 
dras, obsetving, that no government 
ever deserved more reprobation than 
the Madras government, for its con- 
duct in those transactions ; a conduct 
which, in one instance, was wholly 
unaccountable, it having suspended and 
sent home colonel Boles, *for signing 
military orders by order of his superior 
officer, and appointed to the same situa- 
tion colonel Sutherland Mncdowall, 
who had signed one half of the veiy 
same orders. With respect to the 
forged bonds of the nabob, of Arcot, 
the conduct of the officers of govern- 


one. The present sum was asked in 
order to /give time to the company to 
bring about their affairs. The conduct 
of the Madras government in the late 
transactions, was; he contended, de- 
serving of the highest praise. The 
circumstance respecting colonel Su- 
therland Macdowall, he had now heard 
for the first time. With respect to the 
forged bonds, his lordship observed, 
that the conduct of the otficeis of go- 
vernment was wholly undeserving of 
blame. 

The Earl of Clancarty entered into 
some details for the purpose of dis- 
proving the statements of the Earl of 
Lauderdale, and observed, that the ba- 
lance sheet of stock per computation, 
was varying every day, and did not 
shew the profits of the company, 
whichj he contended, was. proved by 
other documents to have arisen, in suc- 
ceeding years, up to last year, to a con- 
siderable amount. Government had, 
he observed, in the money due to the 
company, security for a considerable 
part of the sum now' proposed 10 be ad- 
vanced. 

The Earl of Lauderdale replied ; and 
in allusion to the appointment of colo- 
nel Sutherland Macdowall, observed, 
tbtot he knew the fact of that officer’s 
having signed those very orders, for 
signing which colonel Boles was sus- 
pended. With respect to the bonds, he 
stated, that it appeared upon one of 
the trials at Madras, that ffce^advocate- 
general was in possession of one of 
them. * 

The bill wa9reada third time, and 
passed. » — 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday , Feb. 13, 1811. 

Mr. Creevey gave notice, that on 
Monday, the 4th of March, he should 
submit a motion to the house, the ob- 
ject of which would be to induce it to 


ment wa* liso highly reprehensible. 

The Eail of Harrowby declined en- 
tering into any detailed state of the af- 
fairs of the East India company, there 
not being $ufficient«materiais before the 
house for that purpose ' He admitted, 
that there had been disappointment, 
but no blame was imputabje to any 


take some measures to restrain the 
court of directors of the East India 
company, in consequence of their hav- 
ing declared a dividend of 10$ per 
cent, under all the circumstances of the 
present situation of the affairs of the 
company. He also gave notice, that 
♦to-morrow week he should more, as he 1 
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bad done last session, for all the docu- 
ments relative to the late transactions 
in the army at Madras ; also respecting 
the trials which had taken plage in the 
civil courts at Madras, together with 
copies of all corrt^y \ndencc between 
the court of directors, the board of 
controul, and fhe governments in India 
upon that subject. 

Thursday, Feb. 21. 

Mr. Creevcy rose to make the motiop 
of which he had formerly given notico. 
Hesaid he had, in the course of last ses- 
sion, brought forward some motions 
relative to the conduct of Sir George 
Barlow, in the affair of the distur- 
bances of the Madras army ) and from 
circumstances which had since trans- 
spired, and the subsequent proceedings 
of the East India company, in restoring 
colonel Boles to the situation liom 
which he had been dismissed by Sir 
George Barlow, some further docu- 
ments would be necessary ; and be- 
sides those he should move for to- 
night, he should reserve to himself a 
right, at some future time, to call for 
such papers as may be necessary ft) 
elucidate the eases of colonel John 
Bell, major Storey, and colonel Dove- 
ton, all officers in t he Madras arm). 
Besides the papers relative to this im- 
portant transaction, he felt it his duty 
to move for other papers relative to an 
extraordinary trial, which had taken 
place ther£r&e particulars of which he 
would shortly state. — There had, some 
years ago, been established at Madras, a 
fund lor discharging the claims made 
on the nabobs of Arcot, which fuud 
was to consist of five millions. No 
sooner was it set on foot, than claims 
were very soon put in to the amount of 
thirty millions, many of which were 
downright forgeries. Among these, a 
person of the name of Reddy Row, 
w r as convicted of the forgery of a bond 
to a very large amouut, and also of a 
cheat and conspiracy as to another 
bond , that, in the course of investi- 
gating this business, Sir George Barlow 
actually identified himself with Reddy 
Bov/ ; and to .screen him from the 
prosecution, wrote d letter to three 
%'gentlemcn, high in the council, sayipg 


that if they took any part against 
Reddy Row, they would incur the se- 
verest censure of the governor. He 
ordered also, that the expences of the 
trials against Reddy Row, should be 
defrayed oiit of the fund of five mil- 
lions set apart expressly to discharge 
the just claims of the nabob’s bond 
Jlde creditors. And notwithstanding 
the verdicts of two juiies, composed 
of Englifhmen of character and re- 
spectability, acting on oath, who found 
Reddy* Row guilty of the crimes im- 
puted to him, he evinced what was 
the severest censure of the governor 
on those who did their duty, by re- 
moving Mr. Roebuck, an old and in- 
firm man. from the situation he held 
at Madras, five hundred miles from 
thence to a most unwholsome place, 
and where he died in consequence, and 
where his emoluments were not half 
what he enjoyed at Madras. He next 
removed Mr. Metcalfe, (or Maitland,) 
the magisti ate who committed Reddy 
Row ) and a third he sent to England 
without any notice. Sir Geoigc Bar- 
low had also insisted, that, notwith- 
standing tiie bond had been declared, 
by a respectable jury, to be a forgery, 
the commissioners bad nevertheless a 
light to pay the money out of the 
fund. That through the ^presenta- 
tions of Sir Thomas Strange, the chief 
justice of Madras, Reddy Row had 
obtained a paidou in England ; but be- 
fore it at rived in India, he had saved 
his friends all further occasion to trou- 
ble themselves or his behalf, by ad- 
ministering to himself a dose of poi- 
son. If by the papers moved for, he 
was borne out to any thing like the 
extent stated, he should, in the course 
of the session, move for the recall of 
Sir George Barlow. He concluded by 
moving for copi»> of the correspondence 
between S : r Geoige Barlow, and the 
council, relative to Reddy Row. 

Mr. C. Grant said, he did not rise 
to oppose the motion, but on iy to ob- 
serve that lie had never heard a more 
aggravated or exaggerated statement, 
than that just madefy the honourable 
gentleman, Thir public bad long 
known that th£aebts of the nabob* of 
Argot, had been a source of corrup- 
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lion for upwards of thirty years. Mr. 
Maitland, the justice of * peace, did 
not do his duty as a magistrate, and 
therefore ought to be removed ; and 
he believed in the course of the whole 
transaction* the government of Madras 
had no other object but to promote 
public justice. The history of Reddy 
Row was this : — Among many of 
the claims brought against the fund, 
was one for a considerable sum, by a 
man of some consequence in his own 
country, and of great intrigup and 
knavery, called Paupiah Braminy, who 
was prosecuted for forging the bond on 
which he founded his claim ; this man, 
by means of his agents and cieatures, 
contrived to set up a connter-prose- 
cuiion against Reddy Row, who had 
Jong been a faithful servant of govern- 
ment ; and it was to protect him 
against this prosecution, that S>r G. 
Barlow had ordered those measures to 
be pursued which had taken place. 
With respect to the removal of Mr. 
Roebuck, there were reasons for it, 
which Sir George Barlow conceived 
sufficient j but so tar from his Being 
sent to an unwholesome place, it was 
acknowledged to be one of the most 
salubrious climates in that part of our 
settlements. The bond for which Red- 
dy Row was prosecuted, had received 
no elucidation in the course of the 
tiial ; whether he fell by his own 
hands or by the course of natuie, he 
could not tell 5 but Paupiah Btaminy 
had also made a sudden exit, and it 
might be, that poison was as fanl} to 
be attributed to him as to the oilier. 
Jf the last session had continued a 
little longer, all the papers would have 
been before the house. lie hoped 
they would speedily be so, and very 
•soon alter investigated ; and though, 
doubtless, many private interests, pas- 
sions, and prejudices would therein be 
displayed, yet he was convinced, the 
more they were investigated, the more 
clearly the public would see jhat the 
government of Madras had acted for 
the furtherance of public justice alone. 
With regard to Sir George Barlow, 
whose recall the honourable gentle- 
man bad intimated h© sfc/mNI hereafter 


move for, he could say, that he had 
long been an attentive observer of his 
conduct j from the whole of# which, 
during many years arduous service, he 
was convinced that Sir George Bailow 
had most eminently discharged the im- 
portant duties reposed in him, and was 
entitled to the high approbation of his 
country. All he now wished, was a 
suspension of opinion till the papers 
were before the House. 

Lord Folkestone would have been 
perfectly satisfied with the honourable 
number's (Mr. Grant) statement, but 
for some little inaccuracies. It had 
been said, that Mr. Roebuck, from 
h : s time of life, and the peculiar na- 
ture of services, which had lasted so 
many years, might have died, without 
leaving any other cause to be looked 
for, than his age and services. But 
this argument cut both ways: and it 
was rather a singular vindication 5 that 
an old arid infirm man — a man, too, 
whose infirmities arose from his ser- 
vices to the company, should have 
been sent to an unwholesome spot, 
and left to take his chance of living or 
dying, there j and that after having 
made eveiy submission that could 
have been required, and written a 
supplicatory letter. As to Mr. Mait- 
land, who was removed from his situ- 
ation as a justice of the peace, for re- 
ceiving the evidence of one man, and 
refusing that of another, he ought to 
have been praised for his sagacity ; for 
it turned out in the event, that Reddy 
Row was given up by the government, 
and Paupiah Braminy, though his trial 
had been put off for three sessions, 
tor the collection of full evidence 
against him, was finally let off with- 
out tiiCir urging the tiial to con- 
viction. Thus, according to Mr. 
Maitland's judgment, the event actual- 
ly exhibited itself. For Paupiah was 
not prosecuted, and Reddy Row was 
found guilty. That personage died by 
his own hands, after being found guilty 
by three successive juries, of perjury, 
forgery, and conspiracy, to cheat and 
defraud. Full as this was, for his dis- 
grace, Reddy Row contrived still to 
fiud protectors in the chief justice 
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(Sir Thomas Strange,) and the govern- House. He might know that no op* 
ment ; until a witness came forward, position was intended to his motion, 
who saw him in the very act of torgery, Nothing ought to have been stated 
and it was only then that he was given at a time when the House had not ma- 
up. As ter the military matters, it terials for forming a judgment, and 
would not be proper to enter upon apportioning the guilt or ignocencc of 
them, until further information was the respective pai ties. He (Mr. Dun- 
obtained. But if it were to be said das) must, in the present state of the 
that Sir George Barlow put down the business, decline going into particulars, 
rebellion by his intrepidity and good farther than to mention one or two 
conduct, let it be remembered, that points which had been passed over, 
to all appearance, it was a rebellion of It had been said, that general Mac- 
his own raising. The army appeared dowal's memory ought to have been 
to have been driven to extremities by spared. There could be no intention 
the harshness of Sir George Barlow, to press upon the memory of a man 
It was to be hoped, that the entire not able now to defend fiis character ; 
business might meet the most accurate but it was quite impossible to touch 
discussion 5 and that gentlemen would upon the late circumstances without 
come down to the House, not prepared, attributing much to the conduct of ge- 
as they sometimes # were on India noral Macdowal. It had been said, 
matters, by canvassings and solicifa- that the late dispatch of the directors 
tions, but after the best examination had praised Sir G. Barlow’s conduct 
which they could give to the evidence in all parts. This was not true. For 
and the best judgment which they they were then, and are still exercising 
could bring to matters of such high their judgment uponhis administration, 
importance to the British character. They had since restored major Boles. 

Mr. Wallace approved of the entire The commissioners were now employ- 
of Sir George Barlow s conduct, in ed ift looking over the whole mass of 
the difficult situation in which he was papers relative to the army affairs, and 
placed He must, however, except it could not therefore be said, that any 
from approval certain particular dispatch of their* had vet pronounced 
parts. He must except dolonel Cap- their fin d judgment on those subjects, 
per’s dismissal, and some other things. The contemptuous language which was 
But the army were inflamed by the applied to the chief justice was perfectly 
conduit of general Macdowal, and it misplaced. Those who best knew sir 
was to that inflammation that so much Thomas Strange, would best know 
of the exiJ was to be traced. The how much superior he was to such in- 
prosecution against l’aupiah Braminy, sinuations. That magistrate was ob- 
was stopped by hi') death, and the other jected to for recommending Kcddy 
ones were stopped by the threatened Bow for pardon $ but he sent home 
disturbances of the times. the report of the trial, wr«h his own 

Sir T. Turton said, that India, which charge to the jury, directing them to 
seemed to some persons a jewel of the acquit the prisoner, which they did not 
crown, seemed to him a dead weight, do. The report was open for exami- 
India had been gained by onr crimes, nation, and Sir Thomas Strange tie- 
held by our injustice, and would be clrired. that in demanding the pardon 
lost by our folly. He had studied of the comicied person, he made no 
India affairs, though whenever head- demand 'on the mercy, but every de- 
dressed the House upon the subject he mand on the justice of those, to whom 
Jiad the misfortune to do it in a thin that report was to be referred in 
House. England. The law was rightly applied 

Mr. R % Dundas regretted that the by the chief justice, and if the cul- 
< honourable mover (Mr. Creevey) prit had been pur to death, notwith* 
should have gone into a detail of mat- standing, a fruited theme of eloquence 
rers which were not fairly before the would have tyxm open to the honour- 
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able mover. It should be known, 
\hat the trial lasted seventeen days, and 
-that on some of those days the pro- 
ceedings were ordered to be stopped, 
from the* intoxication of the jury. 
One word more, as to a personal 
charge brought forward by an honour- 
able member, and even suppoited by a 
noble lord (A. Hamilton) on the oppo- 
site side of the house. The charge had 
not been brought forward at the al- 
leged time of the act, but in eight 
months afterwards ; at a time, when 
its nature had gone out of his (Mr. 
Dundas's) head, and equally out of 
those of the honourable mem bets on 
the opposite side. It was the charge 
of his having hutriedan East India bill 
through the House, at such a peritxl 
of the Session, and even of the night 
which ir was brought up, as to prevent 
the full discusison which such a mea- 
sure deserved. J Jut it ought to 
be rememberer}, that on the night of 
its being passed, the chancellor of the 
exchequer had made a motion relative 
to the assessed taxes on which an 
honourable baronet (Sir T. Turton,) 
spoke. It was known pretty well to 
the House, that that honourable Baro- 
net entered into ku ch subjects with ta- 
Jeiable minuteness ; and after so much 
of their time being so occupied, it 
could scarcely be said, that the India 
bdl was brought forward too early for 
a debate. But those were nie#ely mi- 
nor topics, and he would not now en- 
ter taithcr into the discussion. 

Lord A. Hamilton expressed his asto- 
nishment at finding that the court of 
di lectors approved of almost the whole 
of the conduct of Sir George Barlow, 
ff ever there* was any thing which 
required senous investigation before 
coming to a decision, Sir George Bar- 
iow ought seriously to have the charges 
against the different officers investi- 
gated befoie he dismissed thAn. The 
right hon. gentleman, (Mr. Dundas) 
had censmed his honourable fiiend, 
(Mr. Oeevey) for prejudging the case 
of Sir George Barlow, and anticipating 
guilt ; but it appeared from the papers 
before the House, ^[iat there were, at 
lea.t, from twenty to # ^irty officers. 


civil and military, whom Sir Georgr 
had prejudged to be guilty ; and ha* 
punished, dismissed, and banishf 
them, as if their guilt ! ^ 

proved : and, notwitli _ ,‘ je 

such had confessedly been the condm^ 
of Sir George, yet be was the man tha r 
it was stated to be very unfair to pre- 
judge. Another right hon. gentle- 
man, (Mr. Wallace) who thought it 
so unfair to prejudge the case of Sir 
G. Barlow, had not hesitated to pre- 
judge general Macdowal, and to charge 
iflm with practising arts to deceive the 
army. This was a charge which he 
believed was never before brought 
against that officer ; and it was his firm 
persuasion, that it was from the intem- 
perance of Sir George Barlow himself, 
that the mutiny took its rise. When 
lie arrived in India, be found an obe- 
dient and well-disciplined army ; but 
soon after, it was in a state of general 
mutiny. He would wish to ask the 
directors one question. He had heard 
that many had been dismissed without 
any reason being assigned, or without 
their having an opportunity of being 
heard in their defence. This was, ho 
believed, quite contrary to the practice 
of the company, and to the rights of 
their servants, whether civil or mili- 
tary ; he had heard, that the only rea- 
son assigned in such cases, was, that 
it was “ not expedient/' and that 
every thing which in the least opposed 
the will of Sir George £ariow, was 
called an obstruction to the govern- 
ment. 

JSir John Anstrnther observed, that 
irregular discussions on India subjects 
might be productive of great mischief, 
a9 the speeches which were published, 
circulated in India often tor months 
before the account of the regular dis- 
cussion on full information j and bjr 
this means great mischief was pro- 
duced. He could not plead total igno- 
rance on this subject ; and be would 
take upon himself to assert, that when 
the papers should be before the House, 
he would make it appear that the 
greatest praise was due to Sir G. Barlow 
tor the talents, courage, and zeal which 
he shewed in the suppression of the 
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mitiny ; and that no part of his con- 
?uct, from the beginning to the end, 
yntributed at all to cause the mutiny. 
j|ne gentleman had stated pretty 
tfoadly, that Sir George Barlow had 
tunished men for their conduct on 
ttries in the state prosecutions. If 
hose men committed any thing impro- 
per afterwards, it was not to be sup- 
posed that their having been on a jury 
Vas to be a full indemnity. Some 
were promoted, and he believed the 
very secretary of his go\ eminent had 
been one of those jurors. As to somb 
officers having been dismissed without 
any paiticular cause assigned, that was 
a power without which no military 
government could exist, and he be- 
lieved that in every country the 
supreme head of the government had 
a power of dismissing any paiticular 
officer, without assigning a specific 
reason. 

Sir II. Montgomery coufci not help 
observing, that the idicctions cast by 
a right hon. gentleman (Mr. Wallace) 
on the character of a most respectable 
friend of his, now no more, was both 
unhandsome and unjust. He (Sir 
Henry) had the happiness to know 
Mr. Roebuck intimately well tor many 
years ; and he could assure the Iioioc, 
that in the circle in which lie mmed, 
theie was not to be found a man more 
.esteemed ; and, he believed, there is 
not a better or a more honomable man 
existing in ^ his or anycmintiy m the 
world ; and in opposition to the state- 
ment of the hon. director, Mr. Grant, 
as to the healthfulness of the place to 
which Mr. Roebuck was banished by 
Sir George Barlow, the returns of the 
troops stationed in that district for seve- 
ral years past, will shew what a grave 
it has been to our brave army, as well 
as to Mr. Roebuck. As to the asser- 
tion madebythe same right hon gentle- 
man, and repeated with so much force 
by an honourable director of the East 
India company, (Mr. Grant) that Sir 
George Barlow, by his courage and 
firfrbness, "had put down the rebellion $ 
lie (Sir Henry) thought directly the 
reverse the very measures which 
thfese hon. gentlemen assert to be the 
means ^adopted with ao much success. 


in putting down the revolt, he (Sir 
Henry) asserted to be the very cause 
of the officers proceeding to extremi- 
ties $ for, he would ask, did it appear 
that a single sword was drawn, or any 
resistance made, till after the seizure, 
in the most outrageous and disgraceful 
manner, of the officers of the corps 
at the Mount, andTrichinopoly ? The 
torch which by this proceeding was 
lighted by Sir George Barlow, would 
never have been extinguished, had it 
not been for ihe conciliatory proclama- 
tion of lord Minto, and the announc- 
ing of his intention of coming tp 
Madras ; the happy and timely re- 
ceipt of which, and the great influence 
which two distinguished officers then 
eufpJoycd in high diplomatic situations, 
colonel Close, and captain Sydenham, 
so fortunately possessed over the offi- 
cers, procured the submission of the 
force stationed at Hydrabad, and its 
example was immediately followed by 
the whole army. Ts not this acknow- 
ledged by Lord Minto > anil does he 
not in consequence pardon the whole 
ot' that body ? although they had pro- 
ceeded greater lengths in insubordi- 
nation than at any other station in the 
army. As to taking the power of sus- 
pension hom the governments of India, 
sir Henry desired no such thing, but 
he wished to pieserve to men, separa- 
ted fifteen thousand milts from their 
count! y^family, and friends, the right 
of comp! liuiivg ; and that at least some 
soit of a hearing should be given 
them before they were dismissed, and 
lasting disgiace heaped upon them. 

Mr. Green fell made some observa- 
tions in a low tone of voice, the pur- 
port of which we could not collect. 

Mr. Parry (the chairman of the 
court of dilectors) said, that it was 
not that court which shewed unwil- 
lingness to take into consideration the 
oompIaintV oy representations of their 
officers. Iu the case of general Mac- 
dowall, it- was that officer who had 
thought it beneath him to apply to the 
court of directors. He believed that 
no blame would be found to attach to 
Sir George. ThpAon. baronet (Sir H. 
Montgomery)^. who had spoken last, 
$ee»ed to coAftidei (hat t he suppr^* 
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, sion of the mutiny was entirely owing 
to the expectation of lord Minto's arri- 
val at Madras. Now he would take 
upon him to say, that from the dis- 
tance of lord Minto from the station, 
that cause could not have any influ- 
ence. The real causes of the sup- 
pression of the mutiny were, that the 
officers of the Madias army found 
their principal stay and reliance, which 
was upon the native officers and men, 
fail them. When they discovered that 
the native troops would not stick to 
them, and that sir George Barlow was 
a man of much more vigour and reso- 
lution than they had expected to find 
him, they became weaiy of the mutiny. 

Mr, Creeivy, in reply, said, that he 
hid been charged with having acted 
unfairly in making those statements, 
when it was understood that his 
motion was not to be opposed. Jt 
would appear to him much more unfair, 
if he had moved for papers without 
describing them to the House. A light 
hon. gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had 
accused him of bringing a chaige upon 
his administration in his absence. V/hat 


he had stated was, that money bills 
were often passed in such a manner, 
that members had not fair notice of 
them j that in this manner a bill for 
granting a million and a half to the 
East India company, had been carried 
through the two lirst stages long after 
midnight, and that the third reading 
took place on another day before the 
usual hour of bringing forward public 
business, when the House was thin, 
and the attendance principally of mein- 
tyjrs connected with India. From 
these circumstances he was then con- 
vinced, and still firmly believed, that 
the House had been taken by surprise, 
and the audience assembled by invi- 
tation. 

Mr. Haworth considered, that the 
chairman of the company had libelled 
the brave aimy of India, an army con- 
sisting of b0,000 men, who had co- 
vered with their glory the whole Indian 
Peninsula. 

Aftei some further conversation, the 
papers originally moved for, with somtt 
additional one*, were granted. 
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At a Court of Director^ he’d on Wednes- 
day, the 7th February, 1810, 

1 he Chairman gave notice, that on this 
day sebinight he should submit to the court 
a proposition relating to the appointment of 
a commander-in-chief of the army at Ma- 
dras. 

At a Court of Directors, held on Wed- 
nesday , the 14th February, 1810, 

The Chairman, pursuant to the notice 
given by him 111 coui ton the 7th instant, mo- 
ving the couir, 

It was, 

Resolved by the ballot, unanimous!), that 
major-general sir Samuel Auchmuty be ap- 
pointed conmiander-in-chief of the compa- 
ny’s foices on the Fort St. George establish- 
ment. 

It was then, on another motion. 

Resolved by the ballot, that niajoi -general 
sir S. Auchmuty be appointed second m 
council at Foit St. George. 

At a Court of Ducciors, held on Tuesday, 
the ;jd April, 1810, 

A letter from the right honourable Ro- 
bot Dundas, dated the ad instant, calling 
the court’s attention to the necessity of de- 
ciding, without fuither delay, as to which 
of the members of the Madras council is 
to icurc m cousccpicnce of the appointment 
of sir Samuel Auchmuty, transmuting co- 
pies of iwo minutes, which Mr. Dundas 
states sir George Bar’ow cud Mr Petrie have 
respectively recorded, on each other’s con- 
duct, and offering his observations on the 
subject generally, being read ; 

Ordered, that it lie for consideration till 
Friday next. 

At a Court of Directors, held 011 Friday, 
the 6th of Apnl, 1810, 

The court, pursuant to order of the 3d 
instant, proceeding to take into consideration 
a letter hom the right honourable Robert 
Dundris, dated the second instant, and which 
was read in couit oil the 3d ; the following 
particulars were read ; viz. 

Sir Geoigc Bai low’s minute *$f the 9tst 
August, 1809. 

Mr. Petrie's minute of the 8th of Scptcm* 


EAST INDIA AFFAIRS. 


ber, both of which were transmitted in Mr. 
llundas’s letter above-mentioned. 

P-xirjct of a leiur from the governor-gene- 
ral to the secret committee, dated the mh 
October, 1809. 

A motion was then made. 

That a new commission be issued Tot the 
governrm nt of Fort St. George, and that 

I he following persons be appointed members 
of the said government, viz. 

Sir Ocoige Jlilaro Barlow, bart. K. B. 
governor. 

Incut -g( rA sir Samuel Auchmuty, com- 
inaiida-m-( hicf, and ad m council. 

Thomas Oakes, esep. 3d. 

jdines Henry CTs.imaijni, esq. 4th. 

It was moved to amend the said motion, 
by leaving out all the words after the word 
“ 'That,” in order to introduce the words, 

II A new commission of government be is- 
sued for the presidency of Madras, and to 
consist of the following peisons : 

14 Sir George Hilaro Barlow, bart. K. B. 
governor ; 

“ Sir Samuel Auchmuty, commander-in- 
chief, and 2d in council ; 

*’ William Petrie, esq. 3d iri council; and 
on the coming awav, death, or resignation, 
of sir George Bailow, to succeed^to the go- 
vernment; and 

“Thomas Oakes, esq. Ath in council.* 1 

It being then moved, 1f1.1t the debate be 
adjourned till to-monow, and the question 
theieon being put by the ballot. 

It passed in the negative. 

A motion was then made, that the words 
pioposed to be left om stand p.nl of the ques- 
tion ; and the same being put by the ballot, 

Ii passed in ihc affirmative. 

The oiigmal question was then put by the 
ballot, and the votes thereon appending to be 
equal, the treasurer was called into court, 
pursuant to directions in ihe company's char- 
ter, and drew that lot which decided the 
question in the negative. 

The Chairman thereupon gave notice, that 
’’e would on Tuesday alter noon next, move 
again the said question. 

At a Court of Directors, held on Tuesday, 
the 10th ot April, 181 o, 

The Chairman, puisuant to notice given 
bv him on the 6ih instant, moving the couxt# 

P2 
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That a new commission be issued for the 
government of Fort St. George, and that the 
following persons be appointed members of 
the said government, viz. 

Sir George Hilaro Bji low, bart. K. B. go- 
vernor. 

Lieutenant-general sir Samuel Auchmuty, 
commander in-chiet, and cd in council. 
Thom is O'kcs, esq. qd. 

James Henry l.'asam«njor, esq. 4th ; 

It was moved to arm nd the s.ud motion, 
bv leaving out all the voids alter the vvoid 
“That,** to intioduce the words “a new 
commission ol gnvei niuenr be issutd for the 
•* presidency ol Madras, and to consist ol ti'ie 
following pei sons ; 

14 Sir George Hilaro Barlow, K. B. go- 
vernor ; 

“ Sir Samuel Auchmuty, commandcr-in- 
cliief, and 2d in council ; 

“ William Petrie, esq. 0 1 in council, and 
on the coming away, death, or resignation 
of sir George Barlow, to succeed to the 
government ; and Thomas (Jakes, esq. 4th 
in council ” 

It was then moved, 

1 hit the words proposed to be left our, 
stand part ol the question 

And the question theieon he in 2 put bv the 
ballot, the siinc passed in the aihrmative. 
The mam question being then put, it was 
Resolved by the ballot, that a new com- 
mission b't issued for the government of Foil 
St. Ccoige, and that the following persons 
be appointed members ol the said govern- 
ment ; viz. 

Sir Gcoige Hilaro BarlowJ bart. K. B. go- 
vernor ; 

Lieut. -general *,ir Simuel Auchmuty, com- 
mander-in-clitef, ard vd in council ; 

Thomas Oakes, esq. qd, 

James Henry Casamatjor, 4th Ditto. 

At a Coiff v of Director^, held on Wednes- 
day, the 2 ; yh of A pul, 18 ie, 

The dissent of sir Francis Baring, bart. 

►hr Hugh Inghs, bart. 

John Huddleston, esq. 

Hon. Wm. F. Elphiustonc, 

James Patnson, esq. and 
John Alexander Bannerrnan, esq ; — all 
members ol the court ; to the court’s resolu- 
tion of the loth instant, respecting the ap- 
yointmen: of the Madras government, were 
read. 0 

To the Chairman ard Deputy Chairman of 
the East India Comp my. 

Whitehall, sd April, 1810. 
Gcntlcrnen,-Ll laving frequently had oc- 
casion, in different communications with you, 
to advert to the conduct of the several mcm- 
hrrsof tht gosernment of Fort St. George, 
during the period of those criminal ptocccd- 
ingi which, for some time past, have been 
submitted to »h:; nonce of the court of di- 
Tcctors, I am desirous of calling your atten- 
tion to the necessity of deciding without 


further delay, as to which of the members of 
council is to retire, in consequence of the ap- 
pointment of sir Samuel Auchmutv. 

The disp.itt.hes which were received lately 
by the Rattlesnake have pm you m possession 
of all the pioccedmgs ol the Mulr.f. govern- 
ment on the subject to which I allude ; and 
they contain also a detail of otcurienres sub- 
sequently to lord Minto’s arrival, and his 
final decision on ihc coin sc: to he pursued, in 
regard 10 the officers w ho bad been principal- 
ly concerned in the mutinous iesi.itance toihe 
authority of government : but ir is to be re- 
gretted that you have not received also the: 
consultations and oil), r narratives on the oidi- 
narv trausa- tions of the presidency, which are 
said ro have bi en dispatched bv the fleer some 
lime bcfiuf the sailing ol the Ranlrsrvke. 

The conduct of sir Geotge Barlow has re- 
ceived, and 1 am satisfied ha^ amply merited, 
the Mrongfst appiobation o. the couir of di- 
rector^. Mr. Oahi s and Mr C.onm.vjor, the 
two junior numbers of cour.nl, have pl.o 
bee n noticed bvthe governor g- reul in terms 
oi great commendation, and ih**V appi.u to 
hive deseivtd that tes'imonyol his loitiship’s 
favouiable opinion ; bur i» ys evident horn 
loid Minio’s letter, 1 h<i* Mr. Peine has not 
concurred in the general meiMiro which sir 
(koige Bailow and his Other colleagues 
thought fir to adopt, in the aiduous struggle 
1.1 which the government was engaged, in sup- 
port of i s li gitunate ciitfhoMty. The .irnval 
of t hr* public consultant!.'#, wnh the minutes 
of council, may be expected to furnish to the 
court of rl. tenors additional evidence of that 
fact ; and the u forc if the case admitted of de- 
las, .*nd the (onMdvration of it could now 
v'lth \ ropr.ety 01 with safety be deferred, I 
should not have thought it necessary to ad- 
dress you on the piescnt occasion, but the 
approaching dep mure of sir Samuel Auch- 
muty has precluded me from following that 
course, and ha**, in my appri hensiou, also 
rendered it impossible for the court to delay 
any longc r a dec ision on the question to which 
I have alitadv adverted. 

I understand that sir George Barlow and 
Mr. Petrie, from a natural anxiety probably 
to justify themselves to iheir niivatc friends 
in this country, (the public documents for 
the court having previously been dispatched 
by the licet) have forwjidcd by the Rattle- 
snake, copies of two minutes, which they had 
respectively recorded on each other’s con- 
duct ; and as copies of those papers, authen- 
ticated b\ the signatuie’ of the secretary to 
the government, have accidently come into 
my possession, I transmit them herewith, in 
case the court should not have received them 
through any other channel. 

Ir is unnecessary for me to advert to seve- 
ral of the topics which are discussed in those 
m mures, and which may possibly become the 
subject of future communications from the 
criirt to the^overnmenrof Fort St. George ; 
but there are two propositions on whicn I 
have formed a decided opinion, and which I 
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t am desirous of submitting to your conside- 
ration. 

1st. — That the continuance any longer of 
sir George Barlow and Mr. Petrie, as mem- 
bers of the same council* cannot be attended 
wuh anv benefit, and will probably be most 
injurious to the public interest. 

ad. — That the general line of conduct 
which Mr. Petrie recommended, and wished 
the government 10 adopt, during ihe whole 
progress of the disturbances, and which, un- 
der similar circumstances, would probably be 
adopted if any accident were to place bun at 
the head of the government (even as tempo- 
rary president) is wholly incompatible with rhs 
maintenance of its authority, and wotild have 
a ducct tendency to vest in the officers of the 
company’s armv such a coniroulmg influence 
in all the acts of the government, as would 
not merely he ruinous in p »mi of expence, 
hut would be utterly inconsistent with those 
principles which the lensl.^'uic lias established 
for the permanent security of the British 
power in India. 

I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 
(Signed) R. Du nu as. 

Copv of Sir George Barlow’s minute. 

Port St. George, SIM August, i8cq. 

As the contest between legitimate authority 
and faction in these territories is now lapidly 
advancing to the most desirable termination, 

I consider it to he necessary to tecoid my sen- 
timents on some of the occui retires which 
have, agitated the public mind, since mv suc- 
cession to the government of tins presidency. 
In stating these sentiments, it will be my pain- 
ful duty to advert particularly to the Ime of 
conduct which lias been pursued by Mr. Pe- 
trie, whose opinions must, fiom his situa- 
tion, be received by all as next in impor- 
tance to mv own in their influence on (he 
public welfare, 

Among the subjects which have necessarily 
engaged the public feelings, the investigation 
of Mr. Shcr$on\ conduct, and that of his 
servants, in the gram department, holds the 
iii sr place in ordei, and, from the proceed- 
ings founded on that investigation, is scarcely 
less distinguished in importance. 'When I 
arrived at this presidency I found that cncum- 
stances had led to a suspicion of the accounts 
of that department which had already been 
submitted to the investigation of a committee 
nominated by my predecessor Mr. Petrie. 
The investigation which follov^l®, betrayed 
the grossest scene of fraud to an immense 
amount, by means of double accounts, and 
the conduct of Mr. Shcrson, during the en- 
quiry, breaking open the desks of his ab- 
sconded servants, in endeavouring to obtain 
the suppression of the suspected accounts, by 
offering, in the event of his being replaced 
in the management of Mie department, to 
take on himself the responsibility of all the 
deficiencies, notwithstanding the large quan- 


tity of grain which appeared to have been em- 
bezzled, and his subsequent attempt to cloak 
the frauds already deiected by a chain of es- 
timates md calculations to which these frauds 
had been but too plain!; adapted, left me no 
doubt as to my duty in proceeding to punish 
him as the principal delinquent. The case 
was of a nature which admitted of its being 
easily misrepresented ; i he real merits of it 
could be known only 10 a few. The board 
arc well acquainted with the clamour which 
was mdustpoudy and too successfully raised 
agamst the government upon every point of 
the ciiquiiy, and on its final decision regarding 
it, is well known to the board ; and indeed, 

every person at the presidency. The clear 
detection of delinquency on the part of Mr, 
Shcrson, aggidvattd bv peculiar circumstances 
of violation of confidence, which ought, in 
well icgulated minds, to have raised but on*: 
Lelu g, was drowned m the cry of a numerous 
and active party against the motives of the first 
author and promoters of the discovery, while 
Mr. Sheison was openly and notoriously up- 
juldas the innocent victim of violence, in- 
justice, # and tyiannv. 

Mr. P etrie continued to support Mr. Sher- 
son, in whose favour tint clamour had been 
raised, when suspended bv (his government, 
first from all employments, and afterwards 
from the service, by habitually receiving and 
countenancing him at his house, as well as 1 
by his minutes in council 171I1 and 23d Sep- 
tembei, and 29th November, 1808. A 
principal object of these minutes, as well as 
Mr. Shersnn’s voluminous papers, is to shew* 
that the original vouchers and documents of 
the depai tments, the examination of which 
has so completely exposed the frauds com- 
mitted, and towh’ch Mr. Petrie, while go- 
vernor, had attached the greatest importance, 
by appointing a committee of three gentlemen 
to ti.msUtc them, wcie undeserving of credit 
or attention. I refer to the above minutes of 
Mr. Petrie, as best shewing wither they are 
written in ihe spirit of fair reasoning and cool 
judgment upon the incuts of the case, or 
win tbei they are not more calculated 10 fur- 
nnh topics of declamation, and to afford en- 
couiagcment to those who were already loud 
in the general outcry against the govern- 
ment. 

The clamour of party in favour of Mr. 
Sherson and against the government, received 
material support from the conduct of Mr. 
Smith, the civil auditor, in attempting to 
cloak the peculations of the grain department* 
by forcing upon the government an audit not 
justified by any rules or principles of account- 
ing, and by pertinaciously excluding from his 
nonce the clear fact of actual detected fraud: 
those irregularities were so flagrant, and the 
disrespect to the government was so Tittle con» 
realcd, that the conduct of Mr. Smith could 
not be attributed to any other cause than the 
blindness of factious party zeal ; it cpuld not 
have originated in any motives of self interest 
in Mr. oxnitbj not was he suspected of such 



214 


ASIATIC ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810-11. 


motives. The removal of Mr. Smith from 
the duties of an office which he had perverted, 
added to the violence of the factious cla- 
mours against the government, which the 
minute ok Mr. Petrie, of the i ^rh March, 
1809, naturally tended to foment. In that 
minute, and in the public clamour, the ab- 
sence of corrupt motives was considered as 
entitling Mr. Smith to an acquittal from 
blame, and it was forgotten that the govern- 
ment had to protect itself against factious op- 
position, as well as to punish corruption. 

Another fruitful souicc ol obloquy against 
the government, lus bten its conduct with 
reference to the piosecmons in the supreme 
court, connected wnh the subject of the Car- 
natic debts. 

The commissioners appointed by the right 
honourable the govcrnor-gcncial in council, 
and invested by the covenants entered into 
between the honour ible companv and the 
creditors, and by the legislature, with powers 
wholly independent of the governor, applied 
to this government for the professional assist- 
ance of their law officers in certain cases, in 
which the v considered that assistance l .o be of 
importance to the objects of il.eu appoint- 
ments. I heir government complied with 
the request of the coininission'TS, whom 
they considered to be the only competent 
judges of the question. In this, as well as 
in every other part of that efiscussion, our 
view of the subject has since been fullv 
confirmed by the governor-general in council 
in his letter to this government, dated pqth 
April last. This interference of the govern- 
ment soon became, in the then agitated state 
of the public mind, an additional source of 
loud complaint j the cause of government 
was identified with that of the servants of 
the nabob, who had been appointed to assist 
the company in the examination of the Dur- 
bar accounts ; and these servants stood their 
several trials under all the load of public 
odium, which faction could heap irp against 
a cause to which the government had con- 
sidered it to he its duty to afford its sup- 
port. Three successive verdicts, to each of 
which the supreme court has refused to 
give effect, shewed the misguided state of 
jhc public feelings. That constitutional 
interposition of the court became in turn 
the object of invective: a body of gentle- 
men, headed by Mr. Roebuck, voted an 
vddress and a piece of plate to the counsel 
for the late prosecutions, as a champion of 
the rights of juries, which were pretended 
to have been violated by the acts of the 
court, under the influence of the govern- 
ment. 

I have most sensibly felt the support and 
countenance which that factious outcry re- 
ceived from the minutes of Mr. Petrie, 
dated goth December, 1808, and 10th and 
J£th February, 1809 ; in which he insists, 
that the interference of the commissioners 
|pd or the government was improper. 

It will be remembered! that these trials 


took place at the same moment when licur 
tenanant-general Macdowall, after visiting' 
several of the divisions of the army, and 
disseminating those principles of insubordina- 
tion, the direct consequences of which have 
of late been so dreadfully felt, had returned 
to the presidency, where his presence con- 
tributed to unite into one mass the whole 
body of oppositions against the interests of 
the government ; to him also, a number of 
gentlemen, principally in the civil and mili- 
tary services of the government, headed by 
Mr. Roebuck, paid the tribute of approba- 
tion, by the vote of an address and a service 
of plate, to which his true claims with 
most oi* the subset ibcis cannot be misundci- 
stood. 

When the opposition to the government 
had acquit cd such a strength as to impede 
the public niiMsuies, it became the duty of 
the goveium utto suppress it. Among others, 
the conspicuous pur taken by Mi. Roebuck, 
in everv point 111 which the public interests 
had been opposed, led to his removal to a 
situation in which it was supposed that his 
exertions might be better employed. Upon 
this occasion also, 1 had to lament that by 
trie minute of Mr. Petrie, dated 15th Fe- 
bruary last, this act oF the government was 
attributed to causes very diifcrent from those 
m which it originated, and that it received a 
construction calculated to inflame the mind of 
the public, already but too much agitated. 

Thus in every question m which the go- 
vernment has had to contend against the pub- 
lic clamour, until it found itself obliged to 
repel the seditious acts of the officers of the 
company's arms', by the strong hand of au- 
thority, Mr- Petrie had withheld from the 
act of the government, the support of hii 
opinion, which was, on the contrary, thiowry 
into the opposite scale. 

When the subsequent questions relative 
to the seditious conduct of the aripy* which 
directly involved the public safety, came suc- 
cessively under the consideration of govern- 
ment, Mr. Petrie, although he did not in 
council, oppose the suspension of major 
Boles, and lieutenant-colonel St. Lcgcr, or 
of the other officers, from the service of the 
honourable company, yet, when it became 
generally known that a large portion of the 
army had subscribed for major Boles’s indem- 
nification, and openly treated him as a martyr 
in their common cause, it is notorious that 
this officer was habitually received at Mr. 
Petrie's house. It is equally notorious, that 
when lieu^nant-colonel St Leger had beeu 
suspended for conduct which seriously en- 
dangered the authority of the government, 
and was permitted to come to the presidency 
only to prepare for his embarkation, he also 
wag received at the house of Mr. Petrie. 

It was of the utmost importance to the go- 
vernment in the Jatc struggle, that there 
should appear to btr' a decided unanimity in 
the councils of government, on all the points 
eorysectcd with the support of its awthojmy 
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against every encroachment: the countenance, 
therefore, which Mr. Petrie afforded to the 
suspended officers, could not fail to be pro- 
ductive of the most prejudicial effects on the 
public interests, and there accordingly appears 
to have been but one impression abroad, as to 
the feelings and opinions of Mr. Petrie, with 
regard to the late measures of the govern- 
ment. ^ 

This general impression was confirmed hy 
a late occurrence which presented to Mr. 
Petrie, equally with the other members of 
the government, an opportunity of giving 
the most public and decided proof of their 
sentiments on the conduct of the officers of 
the company’s army. In tbe commencement 
of a rebellion, apparently most formidable, 
1 had acquiesced in the proposal of an address 
being presented to me from the most respecta- 
ble persons in station and rank in the settle- 
ment, in the hope that their opinion might 
have some influence in recalling the infa- 
tuated officers to a sense of the enormity of 
the crimes into which they were plunging. 
That paper will remain for ever in my mind, 
one among many instances of the benefit 
winch has resulted to niv government, from 
the loyalty and public spirit of that revered 
magistrate, the chief justice, Sir Thomas 
StMnge, of Mr. Oakes, and Mr. Casainaijor, 
two of the members of the council, and of 
major-general Gowdie, commanding the 
army in chief, whose names were at the head 
of a lut of highly respectable individuals, 
who came forwaid at that critical moment to 
support the cause of legitimate government. 

Above all importance at that juncture 
would have hern the signature of Mr. Petrie 
to that address. One body of the army was 
actually mo hellion, two others were upon 
tin' brink of tt. It seemed to be possible 
that.* knowledge of the unanimous opinions 
and determinations of the membets of go- 
vernment leNpeeting the criminal course 
which the officers of the army were puisuing, 
and of the certainty of the consequences of 
their adhering to it, might have made them 
pause. The address contained no reference 
to the past acts of the government, in ap- 
proval of its measures ; it was confined to 
the mere pledge of support to lawful autho- 
rity, and disapprobation of the mutinous acts 
of the army. 1 cannot understand upon what 
principles any member of tins government, or 
any faithful subject of the king, could with- 
hold his signature from that address, holding 
the important situation which Mr. Petrie 
fills ; I view his refusal to sigi^/as a public 
avowal that he did not wish considered 

as disapproving the acts of the army, and de- 
sire to discountenance, by the additional 
weight of the name of the second member of 
the government, the criminal designs w hit 'i 
that army had formed against it. 

It will remain with Mr. Petrie, to explain 
his motives for having thus systematically 
countenanced the corrupt, factious, and sedi- 
tious proceedings, to which I have adverted ; 
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it is my duty to notice his conduct, from the 
prejudicial example which it has afforded to 
the service, from the serious impediments 
which 1 have received from it in the admi- 
nistration of the affairs of government, and 
from the. injury which it has occasioned to the 
public interests. 

(Signed) G. H. Barlow* 

Madras, 8th September, 1809. 

In a ^hort minute which I delivered in on 
the 30th ult. I acknowledged having received 
the preceding evening, tne minute of the 
honourable the president, dated the 21st of 
lau mouth, and signified my intention of re- 
laying, with all practicable dispatch, to the 
numerous and severe animadversions which 
that paper contained upon ray public con- 
duct for the last twelve months ; and im- 
puting to me a considerable part, if not the 
whole of the effects which have resulted in 
the natural and almost necessary order of 
things, from causes of much greater magni- 
tude and importance. 

Although the minute of the honourable the 
presiriclit, professes to be a record of his sen- 
timents on some of the occurrences which 
have agitated the public mind since the com- 
mencement of his administration, I cannot 
discover that it contains any other matter, 
or that it has been written with any other 
intention, than to convey a cvere invective 
and general accusation against iny conduct as 
member of this government. 

From a senes of occurrences of which at 
present I shall only speak as far as is neces- 
sary for the explanation and vindication of 
my conduct, the British interests undei this 
government have been brought into a state of 
more imminent risk and danger than was 
even experienced in the most arduous strug- 
gles of former times, when our possessions 
vserc over-run by a hostile force, and when 
the army of Hyder Ally approached to the 
walls of Madras ; and although we have most 
piovidcntially, I had almost said miraculous- 
ly, escaped from the immediate effects of 
the storm wnh which we were threatened, 
it is natural to suppose that government, our 
immediate superiors, and the public at large, 
will inquire to know from what cause, 
or by what means the state has been exposed 
to such an alarming crisis, which in my opi- 
nion, is to be traced to an origin, and to 
causes of a very different nature to the 
one assigned by the honourable the presi- 
dent. To judge from the tenor, the 
evident temper, and apparent tendency of 
the minute of the honourable the presi- 
dent, I cannot avoid concluding that the in- 
tention is to throw the responsibility of the 
late event*, or at least a considerable pare 
of them, upon me, and to impute to 
ray opposition to his measures the conse- 
quences, which are in my 1 juugment dcduci- 
ble in a great degree from those measures 
themselves, and unconnected with any othet 
cause. 
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In this part of my reply, I shall confine 
niyselF as closclv as posable to the subject 
of Sir George Barlow’s minute ; and how- 
ever acute my feelings on being obliged, 
after more than forty vears public service, to 
defend my character bom such'deliberale, un- 
expected, and unfounded charges, I trust 
those feelings will not for a moment mduce 
me to lose sight of the respect and attention 
which is due, and which I have always paid, 
to the president of the council. 

In explanation of certain circumstances on 
which ihe honourable the picsidcnt Ins found- 
ed his first cause of complaint against me, 
but which he has not fully or distinctly de- 
tailed, it is necessary that T should advert to 
some circumstance's winch occurred previ- 
ously to mv op-position to the measure against 
Mr. Siicrson. 

When absent from the presidency in the 
month (if June last year, on account of 
my health i I first he.ud of considerable dis- 
contents in the arms, and understanding 
that they partly arose from the reductions 
which we ie then cam mg into effect, 1 vuotc 
to such of the pniuip.il officers of the army 
as I was arqmmieil v.i h, and explained to 
them, that the reductions w» re ummsecjuenc': 
of orders fto n the: com! nf chr'^:c' r s and ili: 
supreme gov» mm' m : *h t tb. v 1 A . been 
commenced u:.d'T ih * ndmm'str mon of Jo"l 
William Bcmmc k, carried on bv myself; 
a:. <1 tint Sir George Bjilowwis now only 
following up and carrying imo rlL-rt tin: 
same orclcrs. At the vine time 1 toolv con* 
siderablc puns to remove the misconceptions 
which had been fin med rel.mve to the ab<di- 
i ion of the ter contract ; <*nd to shew ih >r 
v. hatever unpopularity attached toth.it measure, 
ro part of u ought to fall on the present go- 
vernor. 

Much about the same time, the lare Mr. 
Hindis visited me at Cudd.ilorc, and strongly 
urged my immediate ie>urn to ilr* presidenev, 
as he thought*! might be of use in stopp ng 
the growing dwontents of the s nlcmcnt, 
which, he said, had arisen fiom the apparent 
harsh and severe tendi r.cy of the measmes of 
government, especially on tb.e proceed- 
ings against Mr. Sherson, which ro many ap- 
peared to he repugnant to the rules of the ser- 
vice, and the rights of the company *4 set van's 
when under accusation. Mr. Ilurdis is not 
alive ro confirm this statement, bur iherr is 
a gentleman now in the .settlement who was 
present with/m at that time 

On mv arrival at M'ldias the ensuing 
month, 1 found a very general (i's^trdatnrn, 
not only among the compiuv's “-reams, |, m 
in the society at large ( is I was iriQ>rin^d, for 
my health did not enable me to m»x ihulIi in 
company), and that the proceedings against 
Mr. Sherson were very generally condemned. 
However much it pi ay be the wish to impute 
every impression iihfavnu ruble to the govern- 
ment rcr my meani, it will not, I suppose, be 
said that I participated in the causes which 
gave rise to the unpopularity that then pre- 


vailed in the settlement. I had been absent, 

I had given no opinions on the subjects under 
discussion, nor wjs my judgment made upf 
on Mr. Sher«on’s case, until some time after 
mv return. Mr. Sher.on was not, I think, 
calculated to collect or to head ’a party, nor 
hi< cause likely to interest the service, 
but it was tlu* unprecedented mannci in which 
the enquiry into his conduct was carried or, 
which was generally considered to be a dan- 
gerous dcpartuic from principles not less sanc- 
tioned bv law, than by the established piac- 
tice of the service, and introducing an inno- 
vation on the foimsof enquiry which might 
operatc'with equal disadvantage to the inno- 
ernr, as well as to the guilty. It was my 
positive duty to investigate ihe subject to its 
bottom, not only with regard to the public, » 
hut to mvsclf from having concurred with 
lord William Bcnt"kh in the arrangement 
which placed Mr Sheison in charge of the 
public grain. Kvcry pap n f and statement I 
considucd and examined with unbiassed at- 
tention. I neither gave up my judgment to 
the opinions of the advoc atc-uencral or to the 
cominit'cc, but I starched for truth invself 
in those documents and papers of which I 
was ,is capable of judging as either of those 
autho’itus. During this examination I had 
freqm ntly occasion to send for Mr. Sherson 
to explain certain crimes on the accounts and 
statements, which he could ht si do, hut ex- 
cept on tho*e occ isiom, I believe Mr. Sher- 
son very seldom came to my house ; but if 
he had, 1 should not Inve cor.rciveu that I 
vs is djjng wrong 111 rc i eivmg him, because 
I have been brought to consider every man 
innocent unfil he is piovcd to be guilty. 
The result of iv.y examination, and every 
opinion I formed upon that subjf rt, I com- 
municated fully to the houoirable the pre- 
sidin'. I «i,ittd at much leng.h, in ddFcicnt 
corn*' rsat’o' s, the giounds c which I dis- 
agreed wuh the m.i'oritv of the committee 
m ih'ir ripoits against Mr. Sherson, and 
when 1 found th.it 1 could not conscientiously 
concur in the sentence of die president 111 
council, it was my dwv, as it has been rc- 
jvnrnf.tf explained and enforced by the ho- 
noui.ude (flirt of director s, to record my 
dissoit. To that paper, which is on record, 

I must rein' ; ami although I must be mor- 
tified by the manner in which the honourable 
1 lie pifsideiu has none l(] ihat minute, it is 
allowable for me o hope for a more favour- 
able derision from c.ui scpciiors at home. 
Mv re.eoRf ng m iy be wc,dc, and facts may 
be mi set Tnjk,"ed ; but I apprehend there 
never wa' a minfc.c cniered on our proceed- 
ing:. more free from declamation than the 
papf r ;o which I now allude. 

With respect to the opinions I recorded 
on ihe removal of Mr. Roebuck and Mr. 
Cecil Smith from their ofhrrs, howevermuch 
I regretted the necessity I was under of dis- 
agreeing with the honourable the president 
on the jusuce aftd expediency of those mea- 
sures, l must still adnuc 19 -those opinions* 
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%nd trust to the candour of the honourable 
court for a more favourable construction of 
nty motives, than they have received in the 
strictures to which I am now replying. I 
had no interest in these discussions, I could 
have node ; if I were convinced of the inno- 
cence of these gentlemen, was it not my 
bounder), and indispensable duty, to oppose 
their punishment. I thought them valuable 
servants of the public, and it was my duty to 
support them ; l thought the service would 
sulFer from their removal from important 
situations for which they were peculiarly 
well qualified, and it was my duty to dissent 
to the measure. I did not know untjl now 
that I had incurred the displeasure of the 
honourable the president for so doing. 

Is a member of council merely to give 
his assent, his minute to record, or register 
the acts of the governor P Very different 
duties are allotted him by the honourable 
court, who enjoins him, under pain of their 
displeasure, to record his opposition if the 
subject shall appear to hint of importance to 
require it.* 

I regret that it has been found necessary 
by the honourable the president to bring 
into the list of accusations against me the 
name of the late Mr. Roebuck, who has 
sunk under his misfortunes with circum- 
stances of peculiar distress to his family, and 
whose death has been sincerely deplored bv 
all who knew him, and justly appreciated Ins 
merits. I have known Mr. Roebuck inti- 
mately for more than twenty years. I was 
his friend while living, and will not abandon 
his memory when dead ; more especially as 
that event has taken place without his having 
had an opportunity of clearing himself of 
the accusations iccotded against him. 

I was not connected with, p or did I com- 
municate wish any of the parties to which 
the honouiable the president alludes ; but 
I have t»een assured by those who cannot be 
deceived, that Mr. Roebuck neither “ head- 
ed” the paityof gentlemen who voted the 
piece of plate to general Macrlownll or to 
Mr. Marsh, and that his being the chairman 
a* the meeting was entirely accidental, with- 
out any previous intention or arrangement. 
As this subject has been brought forward on 
the present occasion against me, I have en- 
quired into the orcmicnces, and have ob. 
(•lined more information than I possessed be- 
fore. I have also seen the list of the rattles 
of the gentlemen who sub'Ciibrd to the com- 
plimentary presents to genera' ^Iacdowail 
and Mi. Marsh, and find amoum/them sonic 
nf 1 lie most respectable, me timers of our * o - 
ctetVi whose attachment to the present go- 
vernment has not only never been called in 
question or doubted, but, on different occa- 


sions, some of these gentlemen have been dis- 
tinguished by public and very marked appro- 
bation. Until now I am not certain th,itl 
ever saw the letter or address to general Mac- 
dowali. I have read it since, and find flies 
compliment paid is merely confined to his 
private and social qualities, without one ex- 
pression that, by the most forced cnnstiuctinn, 
can be made to apply to those subjects which 
soon aftenvjrds produced such an unhappy 
misunderstanding with the government. 

The honourable the president is perfectly 
correct in imputing to the trials, verdicts, and 
proceedings in the supreme court, relative 
to the jorgrd bonds of the late nabob, the very 
gctjrnl agitation and interest which appeared 
to affect the community, and to produce, 
not the clamour of a faction as it is termed 
bv the president, but a sen rum r.t nearly una- 
nimous throughout the settlement, not in 
irsotigm nor object manifesting either oppo- 
sition or disrespect to the government, which 
certainly ought riot to be considotcd as a par- 
ty in thrse trial*-, as we act merely for the 
company* and should b. ve no oth n r interest 
in the investigation ol the claims than to pre- 
vent the misapplication of- the fund thev had 
gratuitous 1 v gnntcd to the creditors of the 
late nabobs > and it should have been the 
same to us whither fruid, and forgeries were, 
detected by th MiUnts ol Mr. Marsh, or bv 
the abilu; ri labours of the compinv’s coun- 
sel and the commissioners. The sub’ect of 
the trials was a struggle and conk st, not only 
for the division of property, but iti *he course 
of the proceedings, q i< >tio:is of great moment 
and importance iqoii more general riji.s and 
principles were fought into disunion, in 
which, in mv opinion, government ought 
to h«ne lem.mied prifietlv neuter. 

1 hat three successive verdicts of as respect- 
able juries as were imo.innelkd at Madras, 
should prove the misgmded stale of ihc pub- 
lic feeling', appears to me a most ixin^r- 
dinary mode of establishing ik» fact, which 
is assumed, hut not proved. To an rpg.ish 
mind, I apprehend, the pre nines would lc :d 
to th - opposite conclusion ; at any rate, what- 
ver might he out pus ate feelings 01 opinion*, 
on this singular case, a winery of reasons < \- 
isted at that tune, winch should, in my judg- 
ment, have prevented th-- open intcifi rcuce 
of government in this.- trial*. It was from 
t 1 t intcrlerepc e, and, in some instances not 
a common ipictf. i< > ce, that th*. settlement, 
exp rssr V ) a 1 al irtti at the rxnutive supreme 
am hot 1 tv h ’vmg thmwn us mfiiifncc and 
power into the scale of onr of ihe parties. 
It is necessary foi my defence that I should 
explain the grounds of mv opinion more fully 
than I have hither ro done. To avoid the 
appearance of a wish to oppose, the minute 


* Vide act of Parliament, and repeated orders of the honourable court oh various occasions, 
particularly with respect to the dissents of Mr. Saunders during the government ’oid 
Hobart ; and in my own cas$» during the idininwtrauQn oi lord Clive and lord William 
Beotiack. 
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I recorded at the time contains little more 
than a general disapprobation and dissent to 
the proceeding ; 1 am now sensible ih.u 1 
acted too much und-'r the influence of that 
wish, and that, to prevent controversy, I have 
on too many occasions avoided to accord the 
conviction I ft It on the. danger and incx- 
diency of the resolutions of government, 
this charge is brought against me, 1 must 
plead guilty- 

In the unlimited support which we gave 
to the commissioners for investigating t he 
Carnatic debts, it appeared to rne that we 
were unnecessarily interfenng in discussions 
of vwivate propeity; and in the measures 
we adopted for supporting the persons cpn- 
victcd of capital offence %, bv means which 
were generally understood to base a direct 
tendency to influence the juries, and to mark 
the displeasure of government in cases where 
the executive power should never be seen or 
felt. It is not more probable that the agi- 
tation in the public mind was produced by 
the verduts, and the stibsujuem measures, 
than tint the verdicts were influenced by the 
clamour of the settlement, and the misguided 
feelings of the juries ? I thought we acted 
unconstitutionally, and involved the company 
and ourselves man unnecessary and weighty 
responsibility. I was also of opinion, that 
we extended the support of government far 
beyond what was in the contemplation of the 
honourable couit of directors, when they 
transmitted to us their orders on this sub- 
ject- 

These being my ddibeiatc and conscien- 
tious opinion', I did not more than my duty 
in recording rnv dissent, i in which 1 defy 
the ingenuity and malice OT my enemies to 
point out an expression, or to mark a senti- 
ment, which indicates a desire to oppose or 
to dissent from the operations of govern- 
ment. Kay, I will appeal to every candid 
mind, if it is not apparent, from the style and 
inannei of cv^rv dts>ei i which l have entered 
on our proceedings, during the government 
of Sir George Barlow’, that I performed that 
duty with reluctance, that I have avoided 
every thing like declamation or controversy, 
and that 1 hive confined m>:.clf briefly to 
the object of the dissent ; but even if my 
dis'cuts had bj’cn of the natuie and tendency 
described by the pr.sident, how could they 
have furnished topics of declamation, or en- 
couraged the outcry igamst t lie government, 
unless they had been published or circulated 
in the settlement. By ;ne they certainly 
never were. 

It is necessary here to explain, in order 
to* prevent the effect which was perhaps in- 
tended by the remark, that the governor-ge- 
neral approved of those proceed mgs of ihc 
Madras govetnmem, that I am fully aware 
ol this approbation which has since been 
given to those measures; but as my opposi- 
tion co them took place before any decision 
was received from that authority, lam now 
justified ^explaining the view 1 took of the 


subject, and the grounds on which my op- 
nions were founded. 1 beg leave to be un - 
derstood as applying the same explanation to 
certain subsequent measures of this govern- 
ment, in which I did nor concur, and which 
have since been sanctioned by the supreme au- 
ihoi irv- No disrespect can he imputed to me 
for indulging a hope, that, if all the circum- 
stances connected with the cases on which 
references were made had been known to the 
governor-general, his decision might in 
some respects have been different. 

In expressing this sentiment, it is far from 
my intention to insinuate that this govern- 
ment withheld from ihe governor-general in 
council any information which ir was judged 
necessary to communicate to him. 

I have now to answer those parts of the 
honourable the president's minute, which 
appear to me the most serious and important, 
as they impute to my conduct consequences 
with respect to the army, which, by insinua- 
tion and mlrrence, mnv be worked up into an 
oHence of a very criminal nature. 

It is certainly altogether unexpected, and 
not a little painful to me, to be called upon, 
at this advanced period of my public service, 
to repel an accusation of this description and 
tendency ; but the charge has been preferred, 
and it is incumbent on me to reply to it with 
firmness, moderation, and respect. 

The president states, that when govern- 
ment was obliged to repel the acts of the. 
army by the strong hand of authority, I 
withheld from the act of the government 
the support of my opinion, and that on the 
contrary, I threw it into the opposite scale. 
As 1 thought the measure of government was 
calculated to create a dangerous ferment ia 
the army, I could not support it with my opi- 
nion, but I positively deny that I gave anv 
support to those w T ho opposed the govern- 
ment. The honourable president proceeds 
to say, that although 1 did not in council 
oppose the suspension of Major Boles and 
colonel St. Leger, or of the other officers 
from the service, yet, when it became gene- 
rally known that a large part of the army 
had subscribed a sum of money for major 
Boles, and treated him as a martyr in theii 
common cause, it is notorious that this 
officer was habitually received at my house; 
and when colonel St. Leger, after suspension, 
was allowed to come to the presidency, it is 
equally notorious that he was also received in 
the same manner. I low the notorietv of 
these visits at my house has been established, 
or by what^j/cans the honourable the president 
acquired this *»ow1edgc, I shall not at pre- 
sent enquire ; but I positively deny the ac- 
curacy of the report that has been made, 
and affirm, that in the sense the expression 
of the honourable the president will be ge- 
nerally taken, these officers were not habitu- 
ally received at my house. That colonel St. 
Leger, major Boles, and captain Grant, who 
with honourable distinction commanded the 
body guard during three administrations pre- 
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Vioiisto the present, occasionally, not habi- 
tually, called upon me, I acknowledge and 
avow j foi , as all the objects of my com- 
munications with these othiers were, through 
their influence, to allay the abriuing l« rwent 
v. loch was rapidly spicvding iiom one Mr* T :mi 
ol the army to the other, to pres uo pc- no 
ami pievem d.iorder, lean have no ch i.ie .■> 
conceal them. 1 was assured by »ol«»rcl S. 
Leger, on the honour ol an offices and a 
gentleman, that lie was gml ilc'S of t h * 
for winch he was degraded, as Ik: u tml 
have proved to imiveual convicliun rl he 
had heen allowed a hearing ; that so tai bom 
exciting the officers undei his comm rid to 
irisuboidmatjou and disobedience, he toad in- 
^^Vontrovctuble evidence to shew that he had 
endeavoured to check their agitation, and to 
di'iCouragc every idea of openly opposing 
the authority of government. F 

Part of this evidence ho communicated to 
me, which was not less honourable to his 
feelings and his intentions, than it was con- 
clusive of the alarming fact of a most dan- 
gcious combination in the southern army to 
resist the orders of government, and to insist 
on a redress of grievances, Thu, with many 
other proof? of increasing dissaiidjt non, I 
have reason to believe wetc communicated, 
although not directly, bv colonel St. I.cger, 
and captain Grant, to Sir George Barlow ; 
of this fact I was assured by these two officers. 

I must beg leave to rail to the recollection 
of the honouublc the president, that when 
lie expressed a wish to the members of coun- 
cil, after our meeting of 1st May, that the 
officer* who had fallen under the public dis- 
pleasure of government should not be mvi»"d 
to the houses of the members of council, 

I remarked, that such had not been the 
usual practice of this settle incut, miles'- the 
offence of the officer was of such a natuic as 
to affect his ihomI character, and ro res.der 
him unworthy of being admitted in>o gr octal 
society; but that, agreeably to the wish of 
the honourable the president, I should ob- 
serve the tule he desired to be cst lblished. 
Fiom that time until the departure of colonel' 
Bell, St. Leger, major Boles, a id captain 
Grant, not one of these officers was ever 
Hiked to my house. Colonel Bell, I never 
saw alter his removal horn his command, 
although I had long known and greatly es- 
teemed that respectable officer, of whose fide- 
lity and attachment to the government 
and the service 1 had received the most une- 
quivocal proofs. . 

Colonel St. Leger, whose tf.ik in the 
army, whose recent brilliant ^sWtres in Tra- 
sancore, so publicly and honourably acknow- 
ledged by government, the rank and distinc- 
tion of his family entitled him to attention in 
society, which were certainly not obliteiate . 
by his late suspension, called upon toe on 
his arrival at the presidency at the hour of 
breakfast, which, according to the custom of 
India, is the usual tune wnei^visiis arc re- 
ceived bs people of a certain r^nk in the* 
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settlement. I trust, even the president will 
not be disposed to hiure me for admitting 
rokmel S:. Leger, undei these circumstances, 
to take a seat at my tr«Me. 1 am not certain* 
.uul really do n .ot u meir-bct, if major Boles* 
cvci breakfasted wuh nv' after the orders of 
ib- l-t M vs : u is possible he ni3y, but not 
w»i hisi ins :^c«’U( ct-ou. 

1 hese offices, who-n l have said occa- 
sionally til’d upon me, did not do so Oil 
the sni»\i t of thnr uwn sufferings, Or to 
pirit : y p.ijtms .imst the government; 
tot Idt'l-i'* mu' l sovmnly, lhai on these 
topics ih'\ M'Vri cnee addressed me, except 
!•» give th-* most pi-.itise assurance that 
tl'^V .i-.kd lor no t- vucanon of the order* 
rtsyccting ih"nw Uc >, and would wait widi 
patuiue the dycoioi of the court of direc- 
tor*. T heir conummu at ions with me were 
on very djllcrnit subjects, and whatever pre- 
judice I may do my own cause by defending 
theirs, I should bcgmliy of the most unman- 
ly injustice if 1 wire not to declare, that 
these officers laboured most zealously and sin- 
cciely to prevent the violent measures which 
have sinfe taken place. 

Major Boles, l have grounds for believing, 
was nor previously informed of the intentions 
of the auny with respect to himself ; and I 
am further convinced, that he would cheer- 
fully have relinquished the pecuniary assis- 
tance they proposed to give him, to have 
allayed the agitation winch was then begin- 
ning to assume an alarming aspect. 

1 could not imagine that bv tndeavouring 
to ascertain the real state of the public discon- 
tents by fair and honourable means, and by 
cnroutagir.fr these gentlemen m using their 
influence with their brother officers to repress 
'die spun of insubordination, which had al- 
uauy biokc out in different divisions of the 
armv, that I was deputing from mv duty, 
or subjecting m\ self to the mipuMficin of cn- 
couMking the complai.ushf .he officer'.. 

M he honourable the preside^ i bought the 
discontents of the army were confined to a 
few — to a faction composed of a Miiall num- 
ber of seditious officers — whereas, mv infor- 
mation mdircu me to believe tbit the sen- 
timent of irritation und'T the late measures 
was ge'.eral, and agitated neatly all th * sorp. 
in the army, l’ho enquiry was not tor m.’- 
sclf, it was nor lor the gratification of idle 
curiosity, and still less for such improper pur 
poses as is more than insinuated in different 
parts of the president’s minute ; but it was t » 
be well informed upon one of the most im- 
portant subjects that ever came under the 
consiifeution of an Indian government. 1 lie 
results of tny enquiries were not concealed 
fiom the president ; and as often js-h“ alfoi cl- 
od me an opportunity of speaking to him, 1 
fully communicated mv opinions and senti- 
ments, and the serious apprehensions I enter- 
tained that wc were uiging on a crisis which 
might prove, the rum of our power in India. 

In (he -conviction produced <ui my mind 
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from the information which I obtained from 
thtv and other respectable soirees, I thought 
it mv dutv to recommend and to support, by, 
every argument I could surest, the policy,, 
the expedtenev, nay, tilt; indispensable neces- 
sity of adopting measures of lenity and con- 
ciliation, a.\i to avert the consequences which 
have in pent been so fatally It It. 

I contemplated the revolt of the army, or 
a civil war, as a eal unity of such infinite 
magnitude, that h.udlv any sacrifice was too 
great to pi eve ut it. As to my own senti- 
ments and opinions on the late deplorable 
occutrences, 1 trust the v are \v ei l known, and 
I flatter m\ self they will do me no discredit 
with my emplovets and mv country, when, it 
may be necessary to ptodu.e evidence in de- 
fence of my conduct ; they were confined 
to a few points, and mav be explained in a 
few words. The grievances of the auny or 
of individuals, whatever they may be, can 
only be redressed by the mean* picscmcd 
by our blessed constitution, and that to at- 
tempt redress by force, vto’cnce, and aggres- 
sion, would probably lc ad to scenes of blood- 
shed, horror, and convulsion, unparalleled in 
an eastern historv. No man hijexeced the 
means he posseted with more unremitting 
zeal than I have done to check the excesses 
in the army. Bv nr own u fluem e, wh»ch, 
from having bn*n known !u: a number of 
ycais to the higher cIhs- of oili. ers in this 
army, I war told was considerable, and by the 
influence of others with whom I communi- 
cated at the presidency, I never ceased to 
point out die fata 1 consequences ot revolt 
against ’the legal authority, and bs (V M, v argu- 
ment and inducement whifh seldom fail to 
operate on «in English mind, I ciidc.ivoun d 
to moderate and restrain their exasperated 
feelings within the bounds of reason, pio- 
priety, and dutv. 

1 have had but few correspondents amongst 
the ofheets at the out station^, and for the 
last two or tfjrce months none; hut I h..ve 
communicated confidentially a»'d fully with 
some public oflir^rs at tbe pr.*»idr ncs of :»e- 
knowledgtd honoti r , lespectahiluv, i”d * xpe- 
nenre, arid when necessary, 1 shall be happy 
to call upon them to bear testimony to ms 
opinions ; to the horror I invariably exp'C^ui 
at the excess of the army, and to the anxious 
solicitude which I manifested for the resto- 
ration of tr inquillity anil suhordinition ; and 
] will plead guilty to the whole ot the charge 
if it can he piovcd, or even rendered proba- 
ble, that I : xpresserl a sentiment ot uttered one 
word which undid to encourage the discon- 
tents of the at my. 

If the honourable the president means to 
say that I recorded no dissent to the suspen- 
sion of Major Boles, and the many others 
which took place from the orders of the 1st 
of May, he is perfectly correct. But if it is 
the intention to infer from this, that I concur- 
red in those measures, or that I expressed no 
'disapprobation of them, or apprehension of 
thru lrjnri «■ , consequences, I must positive- 


ly deny the fairness of the inference* I fiat* 
ter myself the honourable the president will 
recollect, that in various conversations on these 
subjects, I stated, clearly and explicitly, mv 
opinion of the impolicy of the measures of 
seventy we were pursuing ; that I considered 
them inapplicable, hazardous, and totally dis- 
piopoi tinned to the object, and to the magni- 
tude of the emctgency. I thought we were 
risking by far too much, and that rather than 
conciliate the army, we were endangering the 
security of our Indian empire. That greater 
powers than ours had conceded to expediency 
or necessity, and by wisely bending for the 
moment to circumstances which power can- 
not coiWoul, have averted and turned aside 
the overthrow of the state, and the extinction 
of all constituted authorities. To my judg- 
ment, the repeal of every order passed for the 
last eight months would he a lesser evil than 
the shedding of adtopof Bntish blood in a 
cnil contest ; upon the wnoc of tins subject 
I had the misfortune to differ widely from the 
honourable the president. To him it seem* 
to have appealed, that under almost every 
circumstance, concession must be considered 
as the greater evil ; whereas to me, as a fca- 
iheu when placed in the scale ‘ against the 
revolt of them my, a civil war, and the proba- 
ble lossof the country. In this difference of 
opinion there was, I hope, nothing r rttninal. 
Metr with equal gaud intentions, may sec sub- 
jects of gir.it importance in a different light. 
He tliouL'ht it better to risk an immense stake, 
an empire, dim rescind an ordar ; but in a 
case so disproportioued, in whu h we might 
mfl’Ct a mo lal wound on the lnteie.t of our 
mtivc counfiy, I wwiied to yield the form 
rather dim ei.damri the substance. I impute 
to no man who differs in opinion with me on 
ill” sc subjects, any other motives than what 
arc honourable and just ; hut I must regret 
that 1 have not experienced the same liberal 
candour from others as I have shewn to lhcm- 
One might infer from the appai cut constiuc- 
tion of cri lain parts in the honourable the 
presidents minute, dm cinniniltty attaches 
to me generally, for having opposed any of 
die mcistnesof his government ; and 1 am 
the more induced to take this interpretation 
of lit-, sentiments, from the dtsapptobation 
he has avowed at recording dissents, even on 
occasions w hen every tie of fluty called on a 
member of council to exercise his judgment, 
and record his opinions. Opposition and 
controversy are always, painful to me, but 
until rhe honourable court.is pleased to rescind 
its repeatcoyrdcrs upon this subject, and the 
legislature to relieve the members, of council 
fiorn any joint responsibility, I shall consider 
it to be my duty to obey these orders, and to 
conform to the sanctioned practice of this 
service. 

It is therefore, I trust, evident that oppo- 
sition to the measures of the honourable 
the president, cannot in itself constitute any 
ground of criminality or offence, and that such 
oppositiou is only culpable if it betrays gret 



STATE PAPERS, 


221 


Vant of judgment, or dereliction of proper 
principles. I hope I am guilty of no disre- 
spect in observing, that on the merits 01 ex- 
pediency of the measures we are still at 
issuW 

Ins mv duty to obey any otder of govern- 
ment while I remain in the service of the 
honourable company, and I have uivambly 
done so to the best of my judgment ; but 
whc ie a ditfeiencc of opinion has arisen, I jm 
justified, nay, it is mv dutv, to support my 
opinions by the best reasons and arguments in 
mv powv r. 

The honourable the president cannot fee 1 
more pleasure than I do on the prospect of 
icturnmg tranquillity, but I cannot admit 
that it >s conclusive or satiafictoiy evidence 
against mv judgment, or to the sound policy 
of the proceedings I thought myself obliged 
to disapprove. The measure, or expediency 
of measures, ought not to be tried by the 
event ; they n,ay have been impolitic and 
dangerous, although, hv great and singular 
good fortune, the it suit has piovcd success- 
ful : should those we have pursued be crown- 
ed with the most complete and hi lUimi ter- 
mination, yet if it should nevertheless appear 
that more has been risked than in wisdom 
should have been exposed to danger, 1 appre- 
hend a decision will not be passed m our fa- 
vour. 

I sincerely rejoice in the present calm 
which has succeeded the rudest tempest that 
ever assailed our eastern empire ; and I ar- 
dently hop? that ihe consequences of this 
unnatural conflict, tins new era in the history 
of Ilindostan, may have no unfavourable 
effects on the security and permanency of 
these valuable and important po»sc>\ions. 

Although not immediately or directly con- 
nected with the charges agunst me, yet 
from the singular nature of tilt* present case, 
the situation in which I am placed, and t lie 
evident intention of criminality, my judg- 
ment or my principles, for the opinions 1 
have entertained on the subjects which led to 
the unhappy agitation in the minds of the 
army, I hope I may he permitted to offer a 
few observations in order to shew the gtounris 
and principles ou winch I formed my judg- 
ment, and adopted the opinions which at 
different times I have explained to the 
honourable the president. No nun can he 
less disposed to approve of the intemperate 
order which general Macdowall published to 
the troops picvious to his departure, or to 
palliate any misconduct which i»?nds to en- 
courage sentiments of msqh&tffiinotion m the 
army; and although I fully admit that the pub- 
lication of that order was disrespectful to go- 
vernment, and called for a suitable manifes- 
tation of our displeasure, yet in my opin- >n 
our paramount duty was to have considered 
not the extent of our power to punish gene- 
ral Macdowall, but to have takeu such mea- 
sures as, in our deliberate opinions, were best 
tabulated to counteract the effects we ap- 


prehended, and to prevent injury to the 
public interests. Upon every view I then 
took of the case, and as it now appears to 
me, not from the subsequent events, hut 
from rircuimtanrcs com ecu d with the opi- 
nions I then foni ed, 1 am decidedly of opi- 
nion that we ought to have abstained from 
any act of personal hovnwiy to general M.ic- 
dowall ; to have c.a.tiously * voided a measure 
w Inch wouidmost certainly inert ase the agna- 
tion in the ai mv ; and, while we vindicated the 
author itv of government by i fie publication of 
au appmpiMft oid'*t , to hat c allowed the Gene- 
ral to leave India wulioui any bother marks of 
our displeasme. If we h.nl l<n tutiately pur- 
sed this course, I am convinced that the 
Genual, and the oid«*r, would have been for- 
gotten in the cosusc of a few weeks, ami in 
this opinion 1 have been fully confirmed by 
the concurring sentiment of tht most tespcc- 
tablc officers hi the arms, and of some who 
ciisjppiovcd of tl’e General's last oider as 
muGi as any member of government. The 
measuie we adopted neither intimidated nor 
convinced ; the suboidnution of the army 
was not improved; the bonds of obedience 
wo. not strengthened ; nor did we add lustre 
to the (i'gtiitv of gover intent, by impirssing 
the minds of the officers with moie just and 
suitable ideas of our power and authority. 
The removal and suspension of colonel Cap- 
pci and major Boles, the aJjii'nnt and depuiy- 
adjutant-gencra!, for acting oflii ially in pub- 
lishing the gcncTal order to the army, was 
regicned and condemned by almost eveiv 
officer on the t stjbhshmcnt, and not less so bv 
those in his majesty’s service, than bv those 
in the company’s army, it was a new, a 
singular, and g-meralls thought tube a dan- 
gcious Case, in punish i Auers for obeying 
thoordtisul tiicor mmktiits, and for doing 
what the miliiaiv afhi m could not be con- 
stiucd fit. to an illegal act ; ror could the 
most extravagant coi.j.ctuic impute to these 
two ofhttis the remotest mention of creat- 
ing a mutiny in thearmv. It was universal Iv 
considned as a dangerous innovation in mili- 
tary piauicc, and a new ft mure in ihe con- 
stitution, which by encouraging the arm) 
to form itself info a delibeiate body, would 
naturally lead to insubordination and disobe- 
dience in all the gradations of military rank 
and authority. 

It was said, that if subordinate officers arc 
brought to discuss and decide upon the lega- 
lity of the orders of thur superiors, we in- 
troduce a practice of incalculable evil, neiihe? 
justificd by the spirit nor practice of the 
laws. 

Is it not better, they said, to let the 
tesponsibility rest with the authority which 
issues the order, except in cases so plain that 
the violation of the established laws, is evi- 
dent to the meanest capacity ? But whether 
thesejopimons, with the of which I was 
so strongly impressed at the period of the 
suspension pf tne two officers on the general 
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itafT, were well or ill founded, it is not 
for me to decide. The highest authority in 
lnd w, to which I shill ever bow with sub- 
mission, has established the distinction, and 
has defined the bearings and relations of this 
most delicate question. 

It is not I conceive nrcessaiv, on this oc- 
casion, to ofici any obsuvations on the 
subsequent measures pm *xd by this govern- 
ment, towards the olheers ot the army ; 
many of them appealed to me inexpedient 
and hazardous ; ami although for the present, 
general tranquilhtN has been if-i stablishcd, I 
must ever regict that it was judg« c‘ necessary to 
resort to extreme measures, w hich have given 
a serious shock to the conuuition, the disci- 
pline, and subordination of the company’s 
native army, which have agitated and dis- 
turbed the minds of the native troops, and 
taught them to contemplate distinctions of in- 
fcmic danger to thur future fidelity and attach 
incut. 

1 think happier effects might have been 
reduced at a less expence. I he coast army 

have known fioui my dullest voiiith ; I 
have seen, respected, and admired their gal- 
lant services, which have so often her* the 
jheme of praise and exultation. I have 
lamented their errors, and have bitteilyde- 
p'nved and hold in abhorrence their exet sse-. ; 
whau-Nd influence I have has been zealously 
rmphned to check tlie progress ot uisouirr, 
ard to t real the r.mguidfri officers to a sense 
» i ibeir timy. I <> the \erv tew with whom 
I have communicated, I can confidently 
appeal for my sentient rir^ and ronduct on the 
laic melancholy < vc.i*r* ; and, although 1 will 
not now agitate a question however favour- 
able its result might be ro myself) which ran 
in s r >y revert embarrass the proceedings uf 
government, yet, when this came no longer 
exists, it may hereafter be allowable for me 
lo shew that, in some cases, my exertions 
ha* c not been altogether ineffectual. 

I am obliged to the honourable the presi- 
dent, for having given me an opportunity of 
explaining the circumstances respecting the 
Lite address of a part of the inhabitants of 
this settlement to the president m council, 
or the government, as far as I am interested 
in that transaction, although it is too evident 
that sentiments of a very different natine than 
kindness to me, have rendered this explana- 
tion necessary. 

Before I enter into any general observa- 
tions upon the address itself, its merits and 
tendency, I will take the liberty of inserting 
the following copy of it ; with the letter 
I wrote to the honourable the president, 
which assigns my reasons for not signing the 
address, and which 1 thought would have 
prevented any unfavourable construction of 
my conduct. 

To the honourable Sir G. Barlow, baronet, 

height of the bath; governor and president 


in council of Fort St, George, and itsdt-' 

pendencies, &c. &c. 

Iionouiablc Sir, 

Wc whose names are hereunto subscribed, 
impressed wuh a deep sense of ourduty to our 
country, and of the necessity of good order 
and obedience to the constituted authorities, 
beg le.ive to tender you at this moment of diffi- 
culty .md danger, our assurances of support 
to the intciot of government, and of our 
readiness u> de\ote our lives and fortunes to 
the maintenance of the public tranquillity 
in any way which to you in your wisdom 
may seem mu t to command them. We de- 
sire to jake this opportunity of publicly ex- 
posing our fullest disapprobation of that 
spirit of insubordination which has recently 
shewn itself amongst the officers serving 
under the presidency of Fort St. George, 
lully convinced that it is i he duty of every 
good subject to yield obed jnee to the com- 
mand of those whom the will of Ins sove- 
leign, and the laws of his country, have 
placed in auihoriiy over him, and patiently 
to await the result of a reference to Europe 
foi the redrew of supposed grit vances; any 
conduct impatient of the period of such 
appeal, and backward to the calls of pro- 
fessional service, we regard as subversive of 
all good ordci and discipline, hostile to the 
constitution of oui native counuy, and big 
wuh danger to the existence of the Biitish 
empuc in India; and we therefore, ho- 
nourable Sir, beg to repeat the assurances 
of our firm determination to resist the opera- 
tion of such principles, which wc arc con- 
vinced must he equally reprobated and con- 
demned by all goon and loyal subjects. 

Foil St. Gcoigc, July, i8cq. 

To the honourable Sir George Barlow, bait. 

K. B. &c. &c. &r. 

1 )(*ar Sir, 

'I he enclosed paper was sent to me yes- 
terday afternoon, and as ir appears to me, 
after rnaiurc and serious consideration upon 
the subject, that I cannot with propriety 
give it my signature, I am desirous of ex- 
plaining my rc.wnns to you, to prevent mis- 
conception, whir h, however, I do not antici- 
pate from you. 

As the address, is to the president in coun- 
cil, or to the government vr which I am a 
member, I think on that ground alont, if 
there were no other objections, there would 
be an inconsistency in my signing it ; but as 
there arc other considerations, and of more 
moment, wh^hduca my judgment on this 
occasion, I shafr'now take the liberty of ex- 
plaining them to you with truih, candour, 
and Mticeniy 

I think thi', addrt^s proposed to be present- 
ed bv the inhabitants is prematuie and unrea- 
sonable. I ran discover no good purpose 
ih.ii it can produce ; but 1 fniesee many serious 
in r *mvHiu:iicrs winch may result from it. 
This dccla; moif will not add to thepowet* 
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% ©r authority of government, the sentiments 
of the inhabitants of Madras cjnnot conuoul 
the army ; but published in this manner, they 
•will create a great and general alarm, nor con- 
fined to the European part of the settlement* 
but diffusing itself through the numerous bo- 
dies of natives which compose thr population 
of the Black Town and us vicinities* ; and 
producing great individual distress and public 
embarrassment. This unqualified and strong 
declaration from the inhabitants is certainly 
premature, for I hope and trust there is no 
immediate cause for alarm of this »*x:raor- 
dirury tendency. I think it also inexpedient 
and impolitic, as it will tend to widui the 
breach which it has been the first wisfl of tnv 
hcait to heal, for I must evei contcmpta** ;■ a 
civil war in our army as the greatest calamity 
that can befall Britain in this country. But, 
thank God, the sword is still in the scabbard, 
where I trust it will remain until drawn 
against the enemies of the state. This hope 
X still indulge, and flatter myself that by mea- 
sures of surable, just, and seasonable conci- 
liation, that the horrors of a civil conflict may 
be avoided, that the aimy will be recalled 
to a sense of us duty and confidence, and se- 
curity restored to the country. 

When it is necessary to stand forward per- 
sonally, no man, whatever be Ins situation, 
shall step before me in ready and willing sa- 
crifices tor the service of my cmmtiy. Of 
fortune I hive little to boast, but m\ life, shall 
be cheerfully exyiosed in defending the inte- 
rests of mv respected employers, and in sup- 
port of their government. 

These die my genuine and well-considered 
sentiments ; but they shall remain with my- 
self, except to ^uu and Mr. Oakes, who sent 
me the paper. 

I have the honour to be, & c 

(Signed) W. Petrie. 

Gardens, ^oth Julv, 1809. 

P. S. I oust that no one will : mpute to 
gfttc the folly, ignorance, or insanity, of dis- 
puting the truth of the general principle on 
which the address is grounded. 

To which I received the following laconic 
answer : 

The honourable W. Petrie, Esq. 

Sir, 

I have received your note of this date, and 
have the honour to return the address which 
it inclosed. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 

(Signed) G. H. Barlow. 
Govt. Gardens, 30th July, 1809. # 

I never knew until I saw the^finutc of the 
honourable the president, tlflt he had been 
consulted b; the gentlemen who promoted 
the address previous to its being presented 
to him ; nor did 1 then know, I mean when 
1 wrote to the honourable the president, th. i 
he attached so very much importance to it, 
or to the insertion of my signature. 

Had propriety been attended to with re- 
spect to me, or had the pet son or persons 
who prepared, or were connected with, the 


preparation of the address, intended to pay 
me the compliment that w^s due to my rank, 

I ought ino^t certainly 10 have been consulted 
on the subject at an earlier period, and before 
the address was presented to me for signature. 

A variety of reasons which peculiarly ap- 
plied to the period when the address was agi- 
tated in the settlement, induced me to think, 
that it might increase lmranon and produce 
unfavourable effects on iln* disposition of the 
armv, which had then manifested unequivo- 
cal proofs of returning subordination and obe- 
dience. Thar 1: might ten open ihe wounds 
which were bt-gimimg Jo heal, a jd by apply- 
ing terms »u ?h * r vi icier of die oncers /how- 
rjrr just abstractedly considered) descriptive 
of a capital offence, might have a most un- 
favourable effect on a very considerable part 
which appeared balancing between the call* 
of duty an 1 a determination to ins'st on what 
they »ermed a icdrcss of gr n-vanccs, I thought 
that such «t public manifestation of the senti- 
ments of a pari of the s itlemenf, so strongly 
expressed, could do no posable good, but 
might add to the difficulties which still opposed 
our ;ectil:nt5 <i considerably part of the offi- 
cers to their duly. In such a ca*e as this, I 
may app.nl ro j]k result, and a:»k any candid 
and lmpari’al person, it -he hand of govern- 
ment weir nally strengthened by this ad- 
dress ? Did 11 unite the settlement more 
firmly in support of out measures, or has it 
courubiurd to restore, harmony, mutual con- 
fidence, and good will, which for the last 
seven or eight monihs have been estranged 
from this society P On the contrary, the 
discussions produced hy that address have, I 
believe, increased animosity and contention, 
by giving one subject more for the collision 
of contrary opinions, which, in the present 
state of the public mind, disturbs and agitates 
the general society of the presidency. I 
must further obseive, that the disposition of 
the community was not favourable to the 
measure, and the promotcrs#f it ought to 
have been aw'are, that they were weakening 
instead of strengthening the hands of govern- 
ment, by the means w hich iheyused to ob- 
tain signatures ; I cannot believe that these 
means were reported to the honourable the 
president. 

The address, the president states, was sign- 
ed by the most respectable persons in the set- 
tlement. T here were many respectable names 
' to it I allow ; but I must at the same time 
observe, that several of the inhabitants, of 
acknowledged respectability, both in charac- 
ter and station, declined giving their signa- 
tures to this address ; and in this number were 
some whose attachment to the present govern- 
ment, during all the preceding has 

never been even suspected. 1 speak of what 
has come to my knowledge since tbc address 
was presented, for I have go reason to believe 
that my intention not to sign it was known 
until the list of signatures was published to the 
settlement. 

Notwithstanding, however, the very strong 
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conv.ction which was impressed on my mind, 
iinfavoiw .hie to the expediency of the address 
nr that tune, so sincerely anxious \\a* 1 to 
avoid any impioper construction which might 
he applied to the circumstances of my with- 
holding my name, that, in older to ascertain 
the importance which was attached to in v sig- 
nature, I applied to a person whose public 
situation was similar 10 mv for infor- 

mation on this pom;, which I did in the fol- 
lowing terms : — “ Although 1 think my rea- 
eon* ji»N», vet, if the g n ernoi m council, or 
the general sense, much 1 anv beneficial im- 
portance to the puhuc interests, or that it 
can effect the pen e of the settlement, mis- 
lead any one. or pre\/i.t any mischief, it vfjll 
become ms du*v to vr Id mv opinion ro ih°irs, 
and I shill n that ca^r alhx mv name.*’ The 
reply to (hi* enquiry did not give me reason 
to suppo-e hat either the ad itess ir«s< If, or 
1 T 1 V signature , wnsessenti.il loans public pur- 
pose. Ir will be appuent, fiom the terms of 
the hnnounhh the pit side m's bin 1 to me, 
that I could not agnn addir'S him on that sub- 
ject, howi’Vei nmrh inclined to hive emend 
into a funivrf xplanauon of the senuinents by 
which I whn actuated 

l he hofiouiabb ilv* prr siuemhas expressed 
his astomshm . < r a id disapprobation at this ex- 
ercise of mv judgment in terms of uncom- 
mon seventy ami lepiebeu ion ; but I trust 
i: 15 not bv the a.pcritv or harshness of lan- 
jru.'fi;^, b\ inference and impluation, thar my 
htnbtv to my sovceign, anachn.mr to my 
country, and gratitude to mv immediate em- 
ployers, v/il! he rendered liable to suspicion 
jibe imputation of improper motives is not 
in: frequently resorted 10 ; but it can obtain no 
cretin, when lot illy uu-uppoticd bv pioof or 
piobjbilite. Although u ferwr to the ho- 
»ioui.ib!c the president as a member of this 
gov( mruent, 1 may fv* al’owcd to say that my 
inocivi s arc as pure and hoi.ouiahlc as hi>, and 
that I do not yield ro him in loyalty to my 
king, or in /,<f *1 to promote thr p.tcie&is of 
the honourable company. He taii» on me 
10 < xplam mv mouses, and I icplv to the 
call with confidtnee and with tru'li. My 
nutivcshave h rt cn throuphoit solely dnecud 
r to the p'o p-niy of my country, the int^nvs 
of m> employers, the lion jurof 1 he govt rn- 
menr, and the preservation of my own cha- 
racter. 

Sorely wounded as my feedings have been 
tv many puts of the minute of the honour- 
able 1 he president, yet I flatter myself in the 
reply I hive now die honour to drlivci ip, 
that r.o expression or sentiment lias escaped 
Inc inconsistent with my public situation, and 
iticompmble wtth the respect which is due to 
the president of tf^ council. Under ihe 
weight and peculiarity of the accusation, I 
trust I may be flowed to say, without in- 
fringing those necessary restraints, that no 
man, however . exalted his station or office, 
can be justified on such grounds as ihe pre- 
sident assumes, of imputing to me disloyalty 
to ray sovereign, or a disposition to encourage 



mutiny and sedition in the army. My gene- 
ral character, the situations I have filled m 
the public service, and the estimation in which 
I have been held by my revered superiors, 
should have exempted me from such a cruel 
and unfounded imputation. 

(Signed) W. Petrie. 

(A true copy.) 

(Signed) A. Falcon ah. 

Chief Sec. to govt. 

Dissent of John Alexander Bmncrman, Esq. 

If it be incumbent on the members of this 
court, who have formed decided opinions on 
such public measures as become the objects 
of discussion, to record ihe ground* on which 
those opinions have been formed, thnr duty 
becomes the more imperative when the judg- 
ment of il e court has been so equally di- 
vided , as to tender it necc-saiy for the trea- 
surci to determine ihe question by drawing a 
lot. I shall accordingly piocerd to stale mv 
sentiments, on this subject at greater length, 
and with tnoie care, than I should consider 
to be necessary in an ordinary case of dissent 
fio.n the opinion of the niajirny. 

Having stated in my place as a director, 

‘‘ 1 hai all the evils which we have to lament 
m ilit* disgraceful and guiliy stare of ihe Fort 
St George army, tnav, m a great degree, be 
a^nbed to the acis of that government,” n 
would be a dert Iiction of the principles in- 
volved in an opinion whuh I have seen no 
cause to iclmquish, if I weie to nrgkct to 
enter my piotest against the measuic of re- 
moving Mr. Petrie from the council of Fort 
St. Gtoige, for his opposition to a system of 
proceeding which has received my public 
disapprobiuoii ; and I do ht reby most earn- 
estly and solemnly protest against the saicj 
incisure accordingly. 

In refolding the giounds of this protest, 
it is not mv intention to occupy the tunc of 
the court with an 1 ximmation of the facts and 
masoning* contained ir. the mmures of sir 
G'-orgc Baric, w and of Mr. Petrie, wjiich 
have been presented, thiough a very unusual 
channel, to the consideration of the court of 
directors. 

The temperate reply of Mr. ' Jtetrie, 
furnishes so complete a refutation of the ac- 
cusations of Sir Geoigc Barlow, that the 
best friends of the former ge,,tkman may 
safely leave to this production the tare of pro- 
viding ft r hi* vindication and defence. But 
the grounds of the opinions which I shall 
have ih*! ^honour to submit, are altogether 
force .i from personal feelings towards either 
of i!i. ,»uh)ic*«.'rv.i ms, whose conduct is at 
l'.suc. To B as certain the public tendency of 
that conduct, and its consequent claim 10 
approbation or blame, is the only legiti- 
mate purpose of public enquiry, and I can 
c mscicntiously affirm, that through the whole 
of this discussion, no other object has been 
present; to my mind. 

The reasonv which I have to adduce for the 
protesting against the removal of Mr. Petite, 
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will necessarily rest on my conviction of the 
Impropriety of the measures which he oppo- 
sed, and the proofs of this impropriety will 
most conveniently resolve themselves into 
the form oi certain distinct objections which 
I h-ivc ro offer against the conduct of Sir 
Geoige Barlow , governor in council at Fort 
Si. George ; but before proceeding to enu- 
merate these objections, a few preliminary 
remarks will enable me 10 intioduce them to 
the notice of ihc court in a more distinct and 
intelligible mariner. 

In all ihe earlier stages in which the con- 
duct of the government of Fort St. George 
has come under the consideration of this court, 
I have expressed an apprehension, founded 
even on the imperfect documents then before 
us, that better information would exhibit 
grounds rather of censure than approbation ; 
and I delivered my protest against the final 
measures of punishment, which were in the 
contemplation of this courr, for these express 
reasons, added to the fundamental injustice 
of any decision founded on a hearing of one 
side of the question. 

I regret to observe, that every sub equent 
information has confirmed the apprehensions, 
which I had originally felt myself compelled 
to entertain, and has led to the conviction, 
that all the evils, which we have to lament in 
the present disgraceful state of the army at 
Fort St. George, may, in a great degree, be 
ascribed to the acts of that government. 

1 have not hesitated to concur in general 
approbation of the firmness or the govern- 
ment in determining not to concede to actual 
rebellion, points on which, in other circum- 
stances, concession would have been expe- 
dient : it will be recollected that I limited 
this approbation io the single 'uCt of declining 
to concede, and to the measures of decision 
which weie adopted subsequently to the 1st 
May, 1809 ; but even in the execution of 
these acts of energy, 1 must express ny un- 
qualified disapprobation of some of the sub- 
sidiary measures, as tending to purchase a 
doubtful and temporary good at the price of 
certain and permanent evil. 

1 should have been disposed to have com- 
menced mv objections against the govern- 
ment of Fort St. Grorge, with a formal 
charge of impropriety in ihc impolitic and 
inexpedient change nuroduod in a system of 
providing and carrying the camp equipage of 
the army, which, after the most careful and 
open discussion, had been adopted hy a for- 
mer government, approved by the fourt of 
d wee tots, and confirmed by the actual test of 
its distinguished efficiency on i*Jid service, 
if part of the blame of reversing this.measure 
had not been shifted from rhe government 
of Madras to that over which Sir George 
Barlow had previously presided. I will, how- 
ever, observe, before dismissing this subject, 
that a measure which the military board (the 
organ provided by the constitution of our go- 
vernment for the consideration of % all impor- 
tant questions of military detail) had be?n in* 
VOL, 12 . 


yited to discuss and examine, and, after a long* 
investigation, had matured and completed, 
was reversed without bang subjected 10 the 
revision of that board. 

I shall now proceed to state (as nearly as i 
practicable in the order of time in which they 
occurred, and with such explanations as ap- 
pear to be requisite) mv objections to those 
measuies of the government of Fort Sr. 
George, which form ihc ground and reasons 
for my protesting against the removal of Mr- 
Petrie for his opposition to those measures. 

Objection 1st. 

For an unwarrantable interference with the 
legal authority of the commander-in-chief, 
by # jmpedirig the regular course of military 
justice, as hy law established, in prohibiting 
the tri.il of lieutenant-colonel Munro the quar- 
trr-masier-gcneral, ordered into arrest, on a 
regular charge preferred .igamit him to the 
commander-in-chief, by cetrain officers 44 for 
false and infamous insinuations tending to in- 
jure their 41 characters as officers’' in an offi- 
cial report; and for directing the release of 
that officer from arrest by a positive order, 
although* warned by the commander-in-chief 
of the illegality of such proceeding, and in- 
formed of Ins intention to charge lieutenant- 
colonel Munro with the additional crime of 
personal' disrespect to himself; thereby arro- 
gating to the govcrnoi-in-council a power ex- 
ressly ve-ted in ihr coimnander-in-chicf alone, 
y the act of the 87th of George ihe fid, for 
tne better government of the East India com- 
pany's forces, which act directly deprives the 
governor-tn-council of any o( the presidencies 
of all power regarding courts martial, when- 
ever any of his majesty's troops shall be ser- 
ving under such presidency. 

I am aware I tnav be told, that the govern- 
ment of Madras has exonerated lieutenant" 
colonel Munro from any imputation of blame 
by 44 adopting his report as their own.” In" 
stead of a palliation, this would form the fair 
ground of a distinct and aggravate accusation, 
for giving the sanction of their authority to 
aspersions complained of <4 as false and infa- 
mous," for the purpose of sheltering a fa- 
voured individual from the regular course ot 
justice, at the same time, that by the same 
abuse, of authority, they deprived the com- 
plaining individuals of the means of proving 
the falsehood of the aspersions. 

I am not deteired by the ability and elo- 
quence with which the aspersions of charac- 
ter, complained of by the officers command? 
ing corps, has been studiously and most in- 
geniously confounded with the act of govern- 
ment founded on that aspersion, from point- 
ingout to this court the miserable sophistry of 
the attempt. If these insinuations were false, 
still, if they were believed and adopted by 
the governor of Fort St. George, and believed 
and approved by that of Bengal, they had 
produced the utmost possible effect that ca- 
lumny can inflict, by wounding the character 
of the complainants in that exafct quarter 
where losaot character was most fatal to there 
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honour and their interests. The act had been 
done for which the largest possible damages 
would be awarded by a court of law ; but it 
is wretched sophistry to contend, that because 
a public act had been founded on this calumny, 
it therefore ceased to be calumny, and that 
the com phi lit of the original aspersion shall 
be charged as disrespect to the authorities who 
were deceived by the calumny. 

The degradation of the character and office 
of the commander-in-chief, by this contemp- 
tuous extinction of his military prerogative, 
and the direct encouragement given to insub- 
ordination, in supporting »he immediate staff 
of the commandcr-in-chief against his lawful 
military authority, are fatal wounds to tjte 
discipline of the aimy; nor can the weak and 
inefficient plea be permitted to avail, of assu- 
ming the predetermination of any court-mar- 
tial that could be assembled, to commit an 
act of deliberate injustice contrary to their 
oath. A prisoner brought for trial before a 
court-martial has the light to challenge, on 
sufficient cause, any number of the mem- 
bers of that court; the dispatches from Ma- 
dras give abundant reason to confide at 
least in his majesty’s officers, and the act docs 
not prohibit such court being formed pi in- 
cipally, or even exclusively, of ihc officers 
0.t the crown. The tiue grounds, therefore, 
could not have been an apprehension of unjust 
decision, but an alarm lest investigation should 
establish the fallacy of that reasoning which 
government had most uaneccssarily adopted 
“ as its own.” 

Objection 2d. 

For rejecting the respectful memorial ad- 
dressed to this court by th£ officers who had 
preferred the charge against lieutenant-colonel 
Munro, and declining to transmit it, when 
forwarded for that purpose by the commandcr- 
in-chief, stating, “ that the transmission of 
the memorial was objectionable and un pro- 
per,” and it was accordingly leturned, there- 
by shutting tV door of appeal to superior au- 
thority, and actually suppressing the reference 
of those officers, and thus persevering, in 
every stage of this transaction, in interposing 
powertostop not only the regularcourse of jus- 
tice, but the ultimate appeal against oppression. 

It is remarkable, that the memorial of these 
officers expressly disclaims, as a ground of 
complaint, the measure, which even in sub- 
sequent publications the supreme government, 
and that of Madras, have assumed as the only 
ground of discontent, and this singular fact 
may perhaps explain the reluctance of the 
government of Madras to put the court in 
possession of a document, which would over- 
turn the professed ground of their reasoning, 
and the motive of their proceedings ; but there 
isa degree of injustice ptfll more inexplicable, 
in charging on these officers as a crime their 
having failed to wait the result of an appeal, 
which, so from being forwarded, had been 
come m ptuCttwy returned. 

v Objection 3d. 

For suspending from the service lieutenant* 


colonel Capper, the adjutant-general, and 
major Boles, the deputy-adjutant-general, for' 
the strict performance of their military duty, 
in promulgating the orders of the commander- 
in-chief ; an act crude and unsound in its 
principles, rash and unnecessary in its appli- 
cation, and which may be considered as the 
chief ground of general discontent in the 
army ; and, by the subsequent measures 
growing out of this fatal error, to have been 
one of the leading causes of the late unfortu- 
nate rebellion. 

No military proposition can be more clear 
than the paramount duty cf prompt and impli- 
cit obedience, particularly in officers, whose 
main fjuty it is to watch over the obedience 
of the army to the orders of its chief. The 
only objection to this proposition (implicit 
obedience) would be m the case of an order, 
bioadly, evidently, and positively contrary to 
some known law of the land, a description 
obviously inapplicable to the order in ques- 
tion, and most improperly asmbrd to it by 
the very same authority (sir G. Bai low) which 
three days before had permitted, without ques' 
lion or objection, to be published at Fort St. 
George and to the army, a general order by 
the same tommandcr-in-chief (which still re- 
mains uncancellcd) much more offensive to 
the constituted authorities by law established, 
than that which u made the cause of suspend- 
ing those two officers from the service. 

The principles promulga'ed to the army by 
these orders of suspension are directly subver- 
sive of the foundations of military subordina- 
tion ; thev encourage, officers to canvas the 
legality of military orders, to question the re- 
lative powers of their superiors, instead of 
looking immediately and exclusively to the 
nearest link of the chain, and yielding obe- 
dience, in their several gradations, accord- 
ing to the only practicable scheme of military 
subordination; these principles in short teach 
soldiers to dispute, instead of to obey ; they 
preach rebellion, and the doctrine nas un- 
happily acquired too many disciples. 

Objection 41I1. 

For promulgating the general orders of the 
1st May, 1809, which suspended and degia- 
ded, without trial, officers whote cl^racters 
in the order were publickly stigmatized and 
rendered dishonourable, on private examina- 
tion and private information, withholding 
from the accused the detail of the accusation, 
the name of the accuser, or any of those circum- 
stances which justice exacts, for the purpose of 
enablmgythe accused tq repel imputed guilt. 

To any person accustomed to consider the 
principles pita.' he constitution under which 
we live, it ii unnecessary to animadvert on a 
course of proceeding subversive of those fun- 
damental rights, which it is the object of the 
law to secure to every British subject ; a sys- 
tem of measures, so oppressive in itself, 
is still farther vitiated by the known fact, 
that many of the allegations on which the 
suspensions pod degradations were professedly 
founded, are absolutely false ; and by the fair 
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•and prdbable inference, that others, if not 
the whole, are either unfounded or grossly 
aggravated. 

The local effect of this injurious measure 
it distinctly marked upon our records ; the 
ortion of the army which was, in that order, 
ighly complimented for its allegiance and 
fidelity, felt the ties of allegiance dissolved 
by this act of extreme oppression, flew at 
once into rebellion, and instantly demanded its 
repeal. 

Among the mojt singular features of the 
character of this government, is the long 
historical order, dated the 12th August, 18:9, 
in which they most modestly claim ih# praise 
of moderation and forbearance for a system 
which, even by their own shewing, exhibits 
a series of acts of despotic oppression, and 
in which, as well as in nuny of their pievi- 
ous publications, they recall to the recollec- 
tion of the army the principles of that con- 
stitution which they themselves, bv their own 
acts, had so unwarrantably violated, charging 
the officers of the army with “a systematic 
rouiseof aggression” and of “ aggravated in- 
dignity phrases which most eoi u-aly and 
truly characterize theirown proceedings. 
Objection /ph 

For having proposed to the company** offi- 
cers a tost, which, pro -supposing disaffection, 
and seditious combi. lai ion, was consequently 
useless, if the supposition was true ; a gios; 
injury, as well insult, if unfounded, and 
productive of no consequence but the subver- 
sion of discipline, by the removal of the 
officers from their men, and the hither ex- 
citement in the native troops of agitations 
founded on the disorganizing doctrines of the 
1st of May. 

We have not on public record the details 
which might be required to establish this 
objection in its 1 idlest extent, but the facts 
are too notorious for the pretext of disbe- 
lief. The government gazette, which the 
servants of the company are called upon 
to receive as official authority, exhibits the 
result of this extraordinary proposition in 
the signatures of less than 150 names, out 
of the whole body of your officers on that 
establishment, amounting to about 1 ,300. 
The absence of public documents is, indeed, 
one of those facts which I most strongly 
charge against the government of Madras, 
vrhicli calls upon the court for decision on 
the garbled statements it has furnished, and 
withholds the series of documents which 
would have led to opposite results *and con- 
clusions. . ‘ 

Objection 6th. 

For sanctioning the publication in the 
newspapers of Madras, which are gene- 
rally circufated both to English aud Fo- 
reign settlements, official statements, con- 
veying equally to the enemies as t<P tile 
friends of the Biitish power, exaggerated 
descriptions of the disaffection, disobedi- 
ence, sedition, and rebellion, of *the army of 
their government. 


" For authorizing the circulation of letters 
to the Native troops, stimulating them to 
disclaim the authority of their officers and 
by public orders proclaiming to the Native 
troops, and consequently to the Native 
powers, a state of weakness which it would 
he the object of a whe and prudent govern- 
ment to conceal. 

The appeal to the Native troops will be 
admitted by the most strenuous advocate 
of Sir George Barlow, to be an experiment 
perilous in the extieme, by unfol ling to 
that body tbeirown power and importance, 
and by striding at the very root of all dis- 
cipline, intea:hing these troop-, ro reason 
oft the connections and nations o. the 
authorities whicli are placid over them; 
and to look to other combinations and gra- 
dations of command, than those that are 
inculcated In all the elementary instructions 
of military discipline. If I be told that 
file measure wai justified by t he extremity 
of the case, I answer, first, that u<f extre- 
mity could justify so vague, so dangerous, 
and so loose a proceeding, as the dhpcibion 
of these nu,i leotoei or insubordination j 
and secondly, that the necessity did nor ex- 
ist. Tins 1 l informed government appear* 
to have believed that all the officers, or 
the greater portion of them, were combi- 
ned in a plan of di.ect hostility tor the ac- 
tual Mibvetsion of the government ; bat 
the fact of the relinquishment of the exer- 
cise of military duty by the latest portion 
of the officers, on the alternative, offered of 
temporary retirement, or the signature of 
the test, proves the belief to be completely 
unfounded, and that tlie extreme casrf did 
not exist. 

Objection 7th. 

For a, general want of conciliation from 
the first appointment of Sir George Barlow 
to the date of the last advices, in a'.l the cir- 
cumstances connected with the subject of 
tbese observations; and in tne whole cha- 
racter ot the government, with the single 
exception of the publication of the general 
order of the 6th of February, which a few 
days earlier, would have calmed the whole 
agitation, but now only marked extreme 
incapacity by selecting for the attempt that 
precise period of time when an injudicious 
act of severity and injustice had failed to 
terrify, and had excited feeliugs which the 
most moderate knowledge of human nature 
would shew to be peculiarly unfavourab'e to 
this single and reluctant effort at concilia- 
tion. 

The public career of sir George Barlow 
has proved him to be a laborious and useful 
instrument, but a deficient wgan of govern- 
ment ; he has shewn himself to be desti- 
tute of that knowledge of mankind which 
is the associate, or rather jhe parent of dis- 
• cretion, and without which the delegation 
of power is precarious and unsafe. 

For all which grounds of objection to 
the measures of the government of For* 
2 
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Sr. George, I do hereby solemnly protest 
Against the removal from council .of Mr. 
William Petrie, for his opposition to these 
measures. 

(Signed) J. Baknlrman. 

East India House, y 

23d April, 1810. 

Dissent of .s r Francis Baring, b;:^t and sir 
Hugh In;'!)*, h.u t 

The hon the court ui directors of the 
East India company. 

Gentlemen, 

On Friday the Oh in arrangement was 
proposed for the govirmmnt of Madras, 
omitting thqpnaiuc ol Mr. lVtuc but fc 
jectcl by the treasuicr's casting vote. 

The »amc arrangement was again propo- 
ser! on Tuesday the 10th, and earned in the 
affirmative, a director having deflated in 
court, that subsequent to the 5th, he had 
been induced to alter his opinion ; other- 
wi>c die numbers would have been equal, 
and the tieasurcr must have been again 
called in to decide the question by lot. 

Under these circumstances, and Tor rea- 
sons we shall state hereafter, we protest 
against the decision 

The papci s are so volum noiis. so much 
partiality and acrimony is manifest on one 
side, whilst Mr Petrie stands alone absent, 
and not suspecting the length to which hoi- 
iility has been carried against him that we 
shall be excused in the opinion of every 
liberal mind, if we throw aside the minute 
microscopic objects which sir George Bar- 
tow and his friends have viewed in the cha- 
r^er and conduct of Mr. Petrie ; the more 
‘•p, as those which sir George has brought 
forward have been fully refuted by Mr. 
Petrie ; and if they had not been refuted, 
they do not furnish ground, even Tor cen- 
sure, of a person holding so elevated a si- 
tuation, still less for removal. There is 
•ne point, I* wever, and it stands aluue, 
namely, how far the conduct of Mr Petrie 
•n the subject of the mutiny, which has 
been branded with the epithets of a disloy- 
al, factious opposition, can ba impeached or 
defended ? And again, how far the services 
j*nd conduct of Mr. Petrie merit the 
punishment that has been inflicted on him ? 

Before we enter into such a discussion, it 
may be proper to state, what we conceive to 
be facts, lelative to the merit and services of 
Mr. X'etric, and the opinion entertained by 
the court of directors on various OCCaSl- 

OQI 

Mr. Petrie proceeded to India as a writer 
in 1765. He succeeded to a seat in council 
in 1787. He was appointed by the court 
as a member of council, and to succeed as 
provincial governor in 1790, but returned 
to Europe for his health in 1792. He was 
?gam appointed hy the court in 1793, and 
to succeed as provisional governor in 1798. 
This appointment was repeated in 1802, 
vrben the court requested of him to accept 


ten thousand pagodas, in consequence of the 
high sense they entertained of his long and 
faithful services, always with the condi- 
tion annexed of succeeding to the govern- 
ment, pro tempore, and which took place 
on lord William Beotinck leaving Madras in 
1607; but which he relinquished on the 
ai rival of sir George Bailow in December, 
1807. 

Finally, he was appointed to a scat in 
council, and to succeed sir George, in 1807. 
Such numerous unequivocal pruofs of merit, 
duiing a period of 20 years, tioin 1778 to 
1807 inclusive, are unprecedented in the 
annals of the company; and it is therefore 
an additional duty imposed on us to enquire 
into the cause for their having been iO ill 
requited. 

There can be no comparison between 
sir George Barlow and Mr. Petriefor length 
of service, nor for acknowledged merit. 
The only instance of dissatisfaction that 
had be n manifested towards Mr. Petrie, 
was, for not recording Ins diwnt to the 
mcasuic tor enforcing the turban. Mr. 
Petrie defended himself against this censure, 
and the court admit, m rheir answer ot the 
2d Align .t 1809, that Mr. Petrie had stated 
a reason whn h has gi cat weight, for not 
having recorded a written dissent against 
the measure relative ;o the tin ban. In the 
present case, the dissatisfaction attaches 
solely to his opinion, lor in regard to his 
conduct we shall notice it hereafter ; where- 
as the court have distinctly marked their 
displeasure towards sir George, for his con- 
duct in the uniform decided support of mea- 
sures which they have so strongly repro- 
bated. These observations naturally lead 
us to state the grounds on which wc protest ; 
namely, that every principle that ought to 
sliicld an individual from persecution, has 
been violated ; 

1st The constitution of the company, 
established and confirmed by its charters. 

2d. The orders of the court, manifested 
bv their uniform, invariable opinions and in- 
structions on numerous occasions. 

3d. The superceision of an old meritori- 
ous servant, for the purpose of gratifying a 
junior servant, whose previous conduct had 
been censured by the court. / 

4th. And further, for removing a man 
who has held the high situation of governor 
without hearing his defence, and founded 
upon evidence, furnished in a clandestine 
manner by his avowed adversary. . 

Before tl\e charter of 1784, no supreme 
controlling pfKver existed in India; the want 
of it was reverely felt under the administra- 
tion of Mr. Hastings, who was compelled to 
have an avowed agent at home to represent 
and act for him, according to circumstances ; 
an inconvenience, as well as an injury, expe- 
rienced both abroad aud at home. It often hap- 
pened, th^at recourse was had to major Sc^U. 
for information and for papers, which had 
aot been received by the company. Such * 
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situation naturally- excited dissatisfaction and 
clamour, fnore particularly in the House of 
Commons, when it was frequently a topic 
for deelamntion against the government of 
Mr. Hastings; from this difficulty the com- 
pany were relieved, under the protection of 
Mr Pitt and lord Melville, by the charter 
of 1784, which established a supreme con- 
trolling power in India : but it never was in' 
their contemplation, nor in that of any other 
erson, that the power should be exercised 
y the governor in a despotic, arbitrary 
manner, nor that the council should thereby 
be reduced to cyphers , but that every sub- 
ject should be discussed as usual, ea<j|i mem- 
ber to enter his opinion on the minutes, and 
the power vested in the governor to be exer- 
cised solely when the votes were equ.i\ This 
part of the charter was again confirmed in 
1798. That Mr. Petrie was perfectly regu- 
lar in making his sentiments known on this, 
or any other subject ; nor could any detri- 
ment ari&e if he erred in judgment, so long 
as three remaining members were able to 
outvote him, exclusive of the a 'ditional se- 
curity anting from the controlling power 
vested in the governor 

The oiders of the court requiring the 
council to record their opinions, and repro- 
bating their silence in th strongest and most 
decisive terms, ar ' numerous ; but in no in- 
stance more pointed than when applied to 
the conduct sir George Barlow, at the 
time he was in a similar situation at Bengal. 

Under the circumstances we have describ- 
ed, with such numerous testimonies in fa- 
vour of Mr Petrie, and distiuct disapproba- 
tion of the conduct of sir G Barlow the court 
thought proper in their wisdom and justice 
to appoint sir George to the government of 
Madras, thereby superseding Mr. Petrie. 

On such an appointment we request the 
court to pause, and let each man ask himself, 
in what manner sir George ought to have 
conducted himself on his arrival at Madras ? 
Whether it would not have been wise .o have 
left behind him in Bengal a cold arbitrary 
disposition, and to have adopted the princi- 
ples of a statesman and a good governor, by- 
shewing some attention to those feelings 
which his own promotion must have excit- 
ed, and by uniting the suaviter in modo, 
with the fortitcrin re ? 

Sir George was a stranger, Ignorant of the 
habits, manners, and opinions, of those whom 
he was appointed to govern ; and at a mo- 
ment when a system of reform andl-errench- 
ment was going on, which affected the inte- 
rest of almost every individual in the service. 
If it is at all times one of the first duties to 
cultivate and preserve harmony and cordia- 
lity, it was, in our opinion, the bounden duty 
of sir George to have done so on such an oc- 
casion. The system of reform was proceed- 
ing in a regular manner, even the army, al- 
though reluctant when they relinquish pecu- 
niary advantages to which they'had been ac- 
customed, manifested no disposition indieat- 


229 

ing those fatal measures which afterwards 
appeared, and which never would have hap- 
cned if the government had remained in the 
ands of Mr. Petrie. 

This circumstance forms, in our opinion, 
so prominent a feature in the early stages of 
the mutiny, aud as a criterion to judge of the 
comparative merits of sir George Barlow and 
Mr. Petrie, that we sought with studious at- 
tention to discover instances of temper and 
conciliation on the part of the former; but 
we have sought in vain. When Mr. J'etrie 
delivered over th® government to sir George, 
it cannot be denied that he left him an army 
not surpassed in discipline, obedience, and 
Htbmission, or in attachment to their coun- 
try, by any troops in the British service, 
commanded hv an officer whose cordial sup- 
port might have been secured by attention, 
civility, and politeness. 

The services, civil as well as military, fur- 
nish too many instances of a contrary dispo- 
sition. It i* true that he was aware of the 
p r opriety of making the attempt, and he ex- 
plains yery distinctly the ability and judg- 
ment which he manifested, and the success 
wh ch followed those attempts. In his pub- 
lication to the army after the unhappy expe- 
dient of the 2f»‘th July, he broadly states, 
that every measure he has adopted from his 
first order respecting general Macdowal\7o 
the last above-mentioned, had not only fail- 
ed in producing the effect intended, but had 
directly and immediately been the cause of 
the increased discontent of the a:my, their 
intemperate remonstances, and subsequent 
acts of violence. All this is true, and we 
must again request the court to pause, for sir 
George plainly insinuates that his order® 
were directly and immediately the cause of 
the increased discontents of the army, their 
intemperate remonstrances, and subsequent 
acts of violence. 

Wherein consists the culpable or criminal 
conduct of Mr. Petrie ? m 

It is, that he represented to sir George (but 
with great propriety in the manner of doing 
it) the injurious or fatal consequences that 
might arise from the measures he was pur- 
suing ; he united local experience, a know- 
ledge of men, with temper, foresight, and 
judgment, fn his situation as second mem- 
ber in council, and provisional successor to 
the government, he thought it his duty to of- 
fer his opinion on a subject that shook our 
empire in India 10 its centre; he complied 
with the act of parliament, he obeyed the 
orders of the court of directors, and in a 
quiet inoffensive manner, he explained to sir 
George Barlow those prospects which his 
prophetic spirit foresaw, and which subse- 
quent eventsfully justified. 

But alas ! this constitutes his crime. If it 
shall be found, and we firmly believe it to be 
true, that had the advice of Mr. Petrie pre- 
vious to the mutiny been followed, it would 
not have happened, the merit and laurels 
which sit Gtorgchas acquired, by lupprtjs* 
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ing a mutiny which lie had so much contri- 
buted to excite, would vanish of course. Wc 
have heard of princes who have sought for 
war, to enable them to display their military 
talents; but it is no justification for sir 
George Bailovv, that lie has manifested reso- 
lution anrl firmness in suppressing a rebcl- 
'ioif, if he neglected the means to prevent it 
Tieforc its explosion. Without derogating 
from the merit which sir George Barlow’s 
friends may impute to him for his firmness, 
ann declaiming, as wc sincerely do, any im- 
putation on his integrity, or that he has acted 
otherwise than to the best of h.s judgment, 
we are distinctly of opin.nn, that the sword 
of revolt was sheathed when the governor 
general announced sentiments of moderation, 
justice, and •enity ; and not Ie*s than : 50, 000 
men, who wet c then in opposition to govern- 
ment, surrendered at discretion, and threw 
them iel ves on the justice, liberality, and mer- 
cy or lord Niintn: nor can we believe that 
a cold arbitrary word of command, although 
pronounced by the first me nberof the Ma- 
dras government, would have produced the 
same effect. We very much fear, that the 
depriving general Macdowall of a seat in 
council may have conti United, in some degree, 
to the inp >ri .nt event* which followed ; and 
wc lament that hi-* d‘» appointment was jiot 
alletiatel hv the conciliatory disposition of 
the governor We have not heard of any 
public appeal ance of dissatisfaction between 
the governor ou his first arrival and the ge- 
neral, but the day following, their appear- 
ance together in public in perfect harmony ; 
and two month* before the arrest of colonel 
Monro, t lie associates and fiifnds of the ge- 
neral met together, for the purpose of pre- 
senting lum with a service of plate, as an 
acknowledgment of his private and social 
qualities; not a syl aide being mentioned 
about his public conduct, 'lhis has been 
treated by sir Geoige as a proof of that early 
confederacy i)*t conspiracy to which he im- 
putes a systematic factious opposition to his 
mea-ures Unfortunately for sir George, the 
list of names aiTords too easy a refutation ; 
for it hai been justly observed, that it con- 
tains the names of those who rebelled, of 
those wliO quilled the rebellion, and o*f those 
who had no concern in the profession of 
arms. If the plate had been voted after the 
highly culpable condin t of general Mac- 
dowall towards the end of January, it would 
then have worn a serious and different com- 
plexion- We cannot follow sir George 
through the numerous circumstances and 
steps which terminated finally in rebellion, 
further than to remark, that we can discover 
no trace of a conciliatory temper, no proof 
of foresight, judgment or management ; the 
exercise of cold arbitrary coercion appears 
on every occasion. The civil servants, gene- 
rally, aro implicated with the subscribers to 
the plate; ah atocl^prged with dissatisfaction 
and insubordination, either by sir George or 
by hi* repremaiative here; and it it tuffi* 


cient to entertain an opinion different from 
himself, to be stigmatized as a factious op- * 
ponent. In every look and every gesture 
he perceives treason and rebellion, excepting 
only the very few favourites who surround 
his person. Air. Roebuck was the first vic- 
tim, at age of 60, and after 35 years ser- 
vice. General Macdowall,, at the head of 
*he army, pushed from one step to another, 
fell at last into error, which is unpardonable, 
if the loss of life, &c may not be deemed an 
expiation. Mr. Petrie, the chief of your 
civil service, and who preceded sir George as 
governor, must be removed; men, measures, 
and the sound principles of government, 
must all*oe sacrificed. 

It is a melancholy question, but we must ask, 
who was satisfied under such a government: 
is it now safe ? — The civil servants are and 
must be disgusted. In the military service, 
the bond of union and confi ience between 
the officers and the scpoi > has been too 
roughly treated for such delicate machinery. 
We are afraid much jealousy subsists between 
the company’s officers and those of the 
king, who assisted to quell the rebellion ; 
whilst it should be remembered, that out 
of 1,300 officers and gentlemen, less than 
‘J00 signed the test. Surely such circum- 
stances require temper and talents adapted 
to an extraordinary dangerous situation. 
Wc can readily conceive that lord Minto, 
surrounded by a mutinous army, who had 
just submitted, acted wisely' in holding up 
and applauding Sir George Barlow for his 
firmness. and even his conduct; the slight- 
est deviation might have made a danger- 
ous impression on the army at that mo- 
ment . aud lord Mmto’s opinion, as well as 
conduct, must be considered as purely politi- 
cal, and as what, in his opinion, would 
produce the best possible effect on the mind 
of t! «e army. But this doth not in reality 
impeach or prejudice the judgment of Mr. 
Petrie, whose doctrine even then amounts 
to no more than a desire to look far for- 
ward, and to adopt the earliest and best 
means for the purpose of restoring har- 
mony to the service, promoting amongst the 
officers a liberal, manly, and grateful at- . 
tacbmeut to the colours under which flicy 
serve. Lord Minto writes at a most critical 
moment, when every one must have been 
impressed with the anxious wish to extin- 
guish, totally and instaptly, any recurrence 
to what had parsed, and therefore makes 
an observation on the opinion and conduct 
of Mr. Petrie, but oxptessly disavowing 
any intention^ reflect on the same. We 
repeat, that we readily conceive what may, 
and indeed ought to influence the mind of 
lord Minto on such aa occasion ; but we 
have too good an opinion of his under- 
standing and knowledge of the world, to 
believe that he really expected to change 
the opinions entertained by above 1,100 of- 
ficers, formed under personal privations 



STATE PAPERS. 


231 


% and sufferings, and by the mere words of 
a general order. 

After all, what has been the opinions 
and conduct of Mr. Petrie ? If they had 
been violent, tending to irritate and in- 
flame the army, if he had promoted public 
meetings or associations, although govern- 
ment may have acted in direct opposition 
to his opinion, he would have been highly i 
culpahie. His conduct ha* been distinctly, 
decidedly the reverse; with complete local 
knowledge and experience, particularly of 
the chara<ters of those with whom the 
government had to contend, he urged for 
moderate, temperate measures, for the 
purpose of averting and dispersing that 
storm which his penetration and foresight 
clearly foresaw must arise out of the ar- 
bitrary conduct and unwise proceedings of 
Sir George Barlow. 

We must confess, that ue think such an 
adviser on such an occasion, is precisely 
the person and line of conduct in the con- 
templation of pailiament, when a gover- 
nor and council was established. When 
firm resistance, and implicit obedience is 
the order of the day amidst reductions and 
reform, personally affecting the military ; 
with three voices in council always concur- 
ring, and the governor’s controlling power 
always m reserve ; in what consists the 
criminality of one member suggesting tem- 
perate, moderate proceedings, as the best 
means for averting the storm ? the more 
so, as we arc decidedly of opinion, and 
in which many able, well-informed men 
concur with us, that if the suggestions of 
Mr Petiie had been listened to in the early 
stages of the business, that the mutiny 
never woul" have happened. 

If our opinion with regard to the inten- 
tion of the legislature shall be disputed, 
we desire to know ,>f what use are the 
council ? for if Mr. Petrie is removed, 
who will then dare to oppose Sir George 
Barlow, or any favourite governor on any 
occasion ? The court in their vehemence 
to exalt sir George Barlow, and to think 
whatever he pleases they should think, lose 
sight of the dangerous power which they 
thereby establish, and which will hencefor- 
ward rest on the firmest basis ; they forget 
the opinion of a great Roman historian, and 
which Is likewise the true spirit of the 
British constitution, namely, *• that pow- 
er without controul *■ ought never to be 
trusted.’* But against such powsr we pro- 
est.and we do most solemnly protest. 

On the 3d of April, you accuse 

Sir George Barlow (the second subject 
of the Indian empire) of having assisted 
in turning the government into a simple 
despotism,** and his crime was, a blind 
unqualified support of the measures of the 
governor - general. The late chairman, 
whose sentiments the court adopted at that 
time, has now changed his %opinion, and 
in support of despotism be considers the 


mild, temperate, judicious remonstrances 
of Mr. Petrie, as factious opposition, if 
not worse. For the conduct which he 
censures in the governor-general and Bar- 
low in Bengal, he approves and supports 
at Madras, for the purpose of removing 
Mr. Petrie, thereby establishing in effect 
the principle of “ simple despotism.’’ 

So late as the 30th of June, 1809, you 
convey your sentiments of Sir George Bar- 
low's conduct in interfering with the Nabob 
of Oude, in the following strong unequi- 
vocal terms: 1 

“ It is with sincere concern we feel our- 
selves compelled to ay, that your conduct, 
iq the matter of Mr. Prendcrgast’s com- 
plaint against Almas has been a breach of 
our orders, is contrary to the system of 
policy pursued by the former Bengal go- 
vernment, is unwarranted by the reasons 
you h.ive assigned for a departure from 
that policy ; has a strong tendency to irrr- 
tate and influence the minds of the natives 
against the European character and against 
our government ; is liable, in our opinion, 
to the* charge of partiality and injustice, 
and has our strongest disapprobation and 
severest censure ” 

With such a character, drawn by the 
pen of Sir George Barlow’s most zealous 
advocate on the present occasion, we 
cannot conceal the disgust we feel for such 
gross, glaring partiality and injustice. 

The means employed to influence the 
opinion of the court are not less extraordi- 
nary than the iest of the proceedings. The 
only official documents before us are the 
dispatches from lord Minto, which arg 
ample on every point with the publ# 
proceedings, the orders of government, 
&c. Unfortunately for I he enemies of Mr. 
Petrie, no trace can be found amongst 
those voluminous documents, which can be 
construed imo a charge against him; for 
lord Minto expressly says,# it is not my 
“ intention on the conduct of Mr. 

Petrie.” To meet this difficulty, 3n anony- 
mous pamphlet was published a very few 
days before the decision, (and written,' as 
we are informed, by a confidential advo- 
cate for Sir George Barlow) wherein the 
civil servants are generally charged with 
a spirit of disaffection and insubordination, 
similar to that which is 9 aid to have cha- 
racterised the proceedings of the Madras 
army, and labour to show that Sir George 
Barlow had to encounter, in both branches 
of the service, the same tendency to wilful 
and disloyal opposition. 

This pamphlet was immediately answer- 
ed, wherein it is asserted 14 these charges, 
however they may be believed by him 
who makes them, have no foundation in 
truth and the total Silence of the very 
voluminous papers we have received, 
amounts to ihe strongest presumptive 
proof in support of that assertion, which 
we also firmly believe* Mr. Petrie liktf* 
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wise assorts on the spot, in answer to Sir 
George Barlow, many months after the 
dispute had commenced, and during the 
residence of lord Mmto, that Sir George's 
facts were assumed, not proved, and that 
it is very remarkable, whilst every drop of 
ink that flows from Sir George's pen is 
tinged with jealousy and suspicion, that he 
cannot n.imt a .single person, either civil 
or military, with whom Mr. Petrie was 
conncctid in hatching those deep, dan- 
gerous, lactioi.8 designs, which weic visi- 
ble only to himself; nor is Mr. Petrie’s 
name incntmued in any one of the intu- 
cepted letter'*, which it undoubtedly would 
have been, had he been considered j'S 
frienuK to the cause of tin officers. 

Much has been said about the address, 
and Sir George is verv pointed in the 
attack on Mr Petrie for not signing 
it ; this attack has been repelled in a most 
satisfactory manner ; but we conceive that 
the whole of the subject merits the most 
serious attention, and in our opinion, mani- 
fests distinctly the intention and dispo- 
sition of Sir George Barlow The 'address 
was sent to Mr Petrie, simply lor his sig- 
nature; he wrote immediately to the gover- 
nor in i libera*, confidential manner, stating 
his doubts about the propriety and probable 
success of the measure : but without a syl- 
lable that could l»e construed into a refusal. 
The answer fioni Sir George is most ex- 
traordinary ; it is flippant, and far from 
the dignified language of the head of a 
great country, to the second person, aud 
his immediate successor in the government, 
*on a subject, and at a moment when every 
%rue friend to the British empire in India, 
must have trembled for its safety It pro- 
duced, however, the effect which was 
probably intended, for it put an end to 
any further communication between them. 

Mr Petrie observes, that as a consul- 
tation was heW with the governor by those 
who brought forward the address, he ought 
to have assisted, or have beeif informed, 
as the second member of government ; the 
more so, as his chief objection was a doubt 
whether the respectable part of the service 
Would concur : for he was ignorant of this 
when the address was presented to him 
There are names of that description to the 
address, but there are many very respecta- 
ble persons who refused to sign ; and 
after all the clamour Sir George endea- 
vours to raise on the subject, Mr. Petrie, 
immediately after receiving the 'etter, offer- 
ee to sjgn, if his signature was considered 
to be jugful or of service; but of which 
ro pptSe is taken What can he said for a 
governor, who, in a moment the mod cri- 
tical and dangerous the company ever ex- 
perienced *in India, instead of performing 
v hat was his paramount duty, to endeavour 
t* unite with him all the talents and influ- 
ence to preserve the empire from destruc- 
tion, tmieavuura to irritate and to drive 


the person next in consequence, and with, 
more personal influence than himself, into 
open and hostile opposition ? 

It is long since the intelligence was re- 
ceived of the mutiny being suppressed, 
and that the court have been kept in ex- 
pectation of some arrangement for a new 
commission being proposed to fi 1 up the 
government of Madras. The chairs were 
aware, however, that not a syllable could 
be traced on the records to justify their 
favourite object by the removal of ;»1r. 
Peine ; but after waiting above three 
months they laid before the court the mi- 
nutes of Sir George and Mr. Petrie, ac- 
compahicd by a letter from Mr. Dundas, 
who transmitted the same. The court en- 
quired if those minutes appeared on the 
company’s records, but they are not to be 
found, nor amongst the communications 
to the secret committee ; the company’s 
charter expressly iimitiug the communica- 
tion between India and Europe to those 
channels, with a view to prohibit' any such 
being made to his Majesty’s ministers, or 
to the board of con trio ill. Mr. Grant, who 
perfectly understands the company’s rights 
and privileges, did not hesitate to receive 
and to communicate those papers, to serve 
as a pretence for the removal of Mr. Petrie ; 
and when the objection was made of the 
dangerous precedent he established, of act- 
ing upon papers communicated directly 
from India to the president of the board of 
controul, a circumstance winch never hap- 
pened during the long and able administra- 
tion of lord Melville, he answered, that 
the papers were not received from India by 
Mr. Dundas, but communicated to him 
by a person on whom he could reiy ; 
and which, in our opin on, rendered that 
winch was bad before infinitely wor»e. 

We thus perceive the chairman of the 
company, the president of the board of 
controul. and the private instruments of Sir 
George Barlow, all active, by public and 
private means, to remove an absent, inno- 
cent, meritorious individual, who cannot 
plead his own cause. It is equally extraor- 
dinary that this measure should be founded 
on the minute of Sir George, when it has 
been so fully and complete ly refuted by Mr. 
Petrie ; for if due consideration is given 
to dates, it will amount to strong pre- 
sumptive proof that the reply was sa- 
tisfactory, for it certainly was not an- 
swered. • 

Sir G Barlow's minute is dated the 21st 
August ; il was not seen by Mi. Petrie, 
till the 29th ditto: - 

Mr. Petrie’s answer is dated the 8th Sep- 
tember: 

Sir G. Barlow, and every member of his 
council, signed a letter to the court, 
dated 10th September : 

And lord Minto’s letter is dated 12th 
Oc oben 

The interval between the first and the 
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last it very considerable, and yet his lord- 
ship distinctly states after he had had suf- 
ficient time to enquire, to examine and to 
reflect, 4 * It is not my intention to reflect 
on the conduct of Mr Petrie;” and he 
passes over, in a dignified silence, those 
irrelevant chaiges which Sir George brings 
forward to impeach the conduct of Mr. 
Petrie ; but which have been so ably an- 
swewd a* d refuted by him 

Hi* Majesty s ships, several country ship*, 
and a fleet of the company's own ships, 
have been dispatched, and are arriv, d 
since the date of those minutes; and nei- 
ther the minutes, nor any trace of them, 
appear on the company’s records • nor is 
any notice taken ot there having been a 
difference of opinion amongst the members 
ot the board. Mr. Dundas acknowledges 
that it was in the contemplation of the 
chairs to remove Mr. Petrie so early as 
January last ; no reason has been given 
for the • chy, but it may be imputed to the 
expectation that lord Min to’? promised 
communication would have furnished mate- 
rials for the purpose ^ instead of which, 
after an interval of fifty -two day 3, with 
eveiy means of encpiny on the spot, his 
lordship states distinctly, that 4k it is not my 
intention to reflect on the conduct of Mr. 
Petrie.” Under such circumstances, every 
candid mind will admit that those minutes 
so authenticated, and transmitted to a pri- 
vate agent, were not meant tor any lauda- 
ble purpose. It is even fair for us to sup- 
pose, that Sir George Barlow conceived 
he had interest at home to effect the re- 
moval of Mr Petrie ; but it lie should be 
mistaken, then these minutes, so authen- 
ticated, were to be produced, and at a time 
when Mr. Petrie could not know of the 
attack that was to be made against his cha- 
racter and fortune: it would have been mo 
barefaced to have withheld Mr. Petrie's re- 
ply, and happily for him, no man can read 
Ins able defence against the acrimonious 
attack of Sir George Ba r low, without be- 
ing eonvu ced ot the futility and weakness 
ot the charge* We shall therefore con- 
clude, and a.* two ot your senior directors, 
we again assert, that we never knew an in- 
stance wherein so much partiality and in- 
injystiee has been mimfested as ou the 
present occ isicn. 

We arc, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient, humble servants, 

(Signed j Fr.vn.Barinc.. 

Hugh Ingcis. 

East India House, • 

21th April, *810. 

Dissent of the honourable William FulUrton 
Elphinstone. 

Honourable Sirs, * 

It has been my misfortune to entertain 
opinions very different from the majority 
of the court of directors oo most of the 
questions brought under their considera- 


tion, respecting the unhappy events that 
have taken place at the settlement of Ma- 
dras ; but on none have I so decidedly dif- 
fered from them, as upon the resolution of 
the 10th April, dismissing Mr. Petrie from 
a seat in council It is much to be lamented 
that the minutes and consult.* ions of the 
government of Madras have ocen withheld 
from the knowledge of the court; cir- 
cumstance that has sel loifi or ever occurred 
before, and is deserving of the severest 
censure : it is true, there his been several 
dispatches from Madras, but they con- 
tain only the governors Ictrcrs to the court, 
or to the chdirma >, although we have rea- 
son to behevc much information has been 
iuiv,ttely communic ited through Sir George 
Barlow’s agent. I presume Sir George 
thought, and wisely thought, that was a 
safer method tor him to pursue, than to 
trust the court with the minutes and con- 
su rations of council, which is t lie only 
true and constitutional information that 
ought to come to the government at home, 
and on which they ought to form their de- 
cisions : all other being omy expaite evi- 
dence, which never should be implicitly 
believed or acted on. What confirms this 
belief was, the production of two minutes 
by the, i hair mm, on which he grounded his 
motion for the dismissal of Mr. Petrie, 
and hy several other circumstances men-, 
tinned by lum in the course of the discus- 
sion . 

There could be no doubt of the authen- 
ticity or these minutes, as they were coun- 
tersigned hy the s crelary of the Madras 
government ; Lhe only cause for speculation 
w.is, why they should have been sent home 
privately, and not to the court of directors; 
a measure contrary to the repeated and most 
positive orders of the company. If done 
by the secretary without orders, he is un- 
worthy of his situation, and ought to be re- 
moved from it If hy ordejjjj ot the Madras 
government, the court will judge what no- 
tice they ought to take of it The first mi- 
nute was a very violent and intemperate at- 
tack on Mr Petrie hy sir George Barlow, 
in which he deals about abusive language 
without measure, and attacks respectable 
characters without either proof or proba- 
bilitv to support his assertions The other 
was Mr. Petrie’s answer, which, in mode- 
rate and dignified language, answers and re- 
futes sir George’s allegations; yet, wonder- 
ful to say, these minutes were the ground 
work oAfcwhirh the chairman rested Im mo- 
tion: and what was still more surprizing, 
that motion was carried by a small majo- 
rity on the 10th, although it had been ne~ 
gatived a few days before. The reasons as- 
signed for the dismissal of Mr Pcrric were, 
that air George and him could not serve in 
the same council, .after hkving differed so 
materially on the measures mo>t proper to 
have been pursued during the late aiarming 
and unfortunate occurrences at Madras* 
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That they might have differed in their opi- 
nions, yet no blame attach to either, I think 
cannot be doubted. Sir George has pursu- 
ed his own plan, and has succeeded ; but it 
does not tol low that Mr Petrie’s might not 
have been the better and safer, had it been 
followed. Reducing the officers to obe- 
dience and submission was not the only 
object to be attended to — a wise govern- 
ment would have looked much further, for 
1 am afraid, in reducing the officers to put 
on the semblance ot submission, he has ru- 
ined and disorgmized as fine an army as 
ever existed, besides risking many other 
misfortuues, which may yet overtake us when 
we arc least prepared to resist them : these 
misfortunes might have been avoided hsuJ 
Mr. Petrie's p'an beeu followed, and tne 
submission of the officers equally ensured. 
He w ished to effect by reason and concili- 
ation. what sir George has effected by co- 
ercion » but in doing so, he has shewn the 
Native troops our weakness, and their own 
strength- be has alienated their affection 
and attachment from their European officers; 
and has awakened a spirit of ambition and 
resistance amongst the Native officers, by 
employing them to gain over the Sepoys, 
and placing the European officers in a dis- 
graced and degraded situation before them ; 
he has drawn aside the veil, and disclosed 
to every Indian power our weakness. The 
European officers were the link wlmh at- 
tached the Native army to the British go- 
vernment : he has shewn them how easily 
it may be broken, and the sure means of 
doing it. At the same time I will notjm- 
pute blame to Sir Geoigc Baijow for acting 
to the best of his judgment ai.d ability in the 
manner he did ; but 1 confess, had I been 
placed in the situation of these gentlemen, I 
should have preferred Mr. Petrie’s as the 
wisest and the safest plan ; it shewed he un- 
derstood well the situation and connection of 
our government ^with India, and that he was 
rot to be misled by momentary gusts of pas- 
sion or prejudice fioni the real interests of his 
countiy. 1 have no hesitation in declaring 
my opinion, that the court, by their vote, re- 
moved from council the only man in it who 
had any real talents or knowledge of govern- 
ment. I must likewise contend, that differing 
in opinion on a great subject where the wisest 
might have differed, is no cause why these 
gentlemen should not act togeihrr ; unless 
you suspect an obstinacy or vindictiveness to 
exist in either of their breasts, which, lam 
sure, Mr. Petrie’s conduct througl\/life has 
shewn no trace of. By dismissing Mr. Pe- 
trie, you change the, whole system of Indian 
government fiom a governor and council to 
a^gove i nor only ; for no gentleman in coun- 
cil will differ in Opinion from the governor, 
and record Ips 'difference of opinion, if the 
loss of hi* situation is tob£ the consequence : 
this was so jolly and strongly staled by one 
of the most" able and respectable members of 
the court, that the chairmen immediately 


changed their ground, declaring it was not , 
for differing in opinion, and dissenting from 
Sir George Barlow, but for not signing an 
addiessro Sir Geoige. A careful examina- 
tion into this address, its rise anck progress, 
will shew what a miserable pretence this was 
for the dismissal of an old, faithful, and ho- 
nourable servant ; and will likewise prove, 
that rhe same prejudices and partialities that 
made Sir George Barlow governor of Ma- 
dras (which neither his talents or services gave 
him a title to) still continue in full force. 
The address was piepared under Sir George 
Barlow’s own inspection, as appears by his 
minute ; and the principal and indeed only 
object of it was to draw forth approbation of 
his measures, which from their violence were 
geneially, indeed I may say. universally dis- 
approved of, with the exception of a very few, 
immediately about himself. It was carried 
about for signature from house to house by 
colonel Leith, a man aimos as much detest- 
ed by ihr whole settlement as Su George 
was : he flattered and threatened as he judged 
moat likely to prevail — to some he held forth 
promises of the governor’s favour ; others he 
threatened with his highest displeasure. Yet 
after all these unbecoming endeavours, he 
could only obtain about fifty-five names to the 
address the greatest part of whom were offi- 
cers, king’s and company’s, who held staff and 
other appointments, and the civilians holding 
offices immediately under the governor ; but 
very few indeed of the respectable inhabitants 
would countenance it. 

The address w sent Mr. Petrie, who 
being ignorant of Sir Georg" Barlow’s having 
any kn uv ledge of it, immediately sent it to 
him, will) a very civil letter, advising him to 
suppress it, as from time and circumstances it 
would have no good effect, but might have 
bad — that as the officers had shewn unequi- 
vocal signs of their return to a sense of their 
duty, and a dcstre to submit their claims to 
the goveinor-gmeral, who might be soon ex- 
pected, it was betier to leave them to reflect 
on their misconduct, than to agitate them with 
any now questions the opinions of 

the inhabitants could have no eftcet on the 
officei s, but only afford them a new subject 
for them to discuss at the presidency, 
which would be communicated to the offi- 
cer*. The governor returned a very laco- 
nic answer with the address; upon which 
Mr. Petrie wrote to the gentleman who 
fust sent him tiie address ; that although he 
did not thick it could do any good, if they 
thought it would, Ik* would sign it; but as 
it hud now to tulle failed, he got no answer; 
and the address was no more thought of by 
Mr. Petrie, until the governor’s minute 
brought it again to light as a serious charge 
against him. It may be fairly asked, why 
was this address, if esteemed of such conse- 
quence, concealed from Mr. Petrie .until it 
was carrying about for signatures ? If any 
good consequence could have been expected 
from an address from the inhabitants, a 
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% lneeting of them ought to have been called, 
and the address voted publicly, which might 
have given it weight ; but the smuggled, se- 
cret manner in which it was attempted, 
could only produce contempt and disgrace. 
Mr. Petne is likewise charged as a high 
c rime with not having supported sir George 
in the measures he. pursued against the civil 
servants and merchants, in the case of the 
nabob’s bonds. That those measures were 
arbitrary, oppressive, and contrary to the 
interests of the company, there can be no 
doubt; therefore Mr. Petrie did but his 
duty in opposing them. After having given 
those minutes, and every document and ar- 
gument brought forwaul in support of the 
motion, the most attentive and caicful con- 
side! atinn I am capable of, I do 'protest 
against the dismissing Mr. Petiie from a 
M\it in council, foi the following reason., : 

First — Because the court will virtually 
alter tire system of Indian government, as 
established by law, from a governor and 
council, to a governor only ; because it is 
impossible to expect that any gentleman ill 
council will, from this time forward, ven- 
ture to record a difference of opinion from 
tlio eovernots, when a dismissal fiom his 
situation will be the consequence. 

Secondly --Because the court dismissed 
and disgraced an old and faithful servant 
of the company, upon charges brought 
against him by the governor, whilst the 
means of his justification wire denied him, 
by the minutes and consultations of the go- 
vernment being intentionally withheld from 
the know ledge of the court. 

Thirdly— -Because, fiom a careful consi- 
deration of all the papers and documents 
that have been sent home by sir George 
Bnlow, or h> his direction,* which have 
been laid before the court, I must impute 
to the violent and arbitrary measures of the 
government all the dissatisfaction and un- 
fortunate events that have taken place at 
Madias. 

Fourthly— Because 1 am convinced, that if 
the wise and conciliatory measures which 
Mr. Petrie proposed had been adopted, 
t Jicre would have been no mutiny of the offi- 
cers; and that even after the government 
order of the first of May, when they hegan 
to hpld their seditious meetings and consul- 
tations, had his advice been attended to, the 
officers would not have proceeded to the un- 
justifiable lengths they did*. 

Fifthly — Because Mr. Petrie appears to 
me to be the only member of the late coun- 
cil at Madras who had anydcnowledge of or 
talent for government ; and it ^ very much 
to be apprehended, that whilst the present 
government exists, the interests of the com- 
pany will be exposed to great risks, and that 
peace and security will not be restored to 
that distracted settlement. 

1 have the honour to be, &c* 

(Signed) W. F. E^hinstonEi 

Upper Hjtrley-street, April 24th, 1810. 


Dissent of John Hudl^ston, Esq. 

To the honourable the court of directors of 
the East India company. 

Gentlemen, 

I dissent from the resolution of the court 
of the 10th instant, for the arrangement of 
the Madras commission of government, by 
which Mr. Petrie was removed from his 
station of member of that government : 

Because, on hearing the rumours which 
were some time since generally afloat that 
such a measure was- in contemplatioil, I an- 
xiously looked for the arrival of the consul- 
tations or recorded minutes of the proceed- 
ings of the Madras government, that I might 
know of what Mr Petrie was accused, by 
vfhat- conduct he had merited degradation, 
what grounds could be advanced to afford a 
colour tot so harsh a procedure, or that could 
juatjty the treating him with such indig- 
nity ; determining however, that if on the 
arrival of the consultations, it should appear 
tint Mr Petrie had in any way obstructed 
any of the measures pursued by the Madras 
government in the suppression of the late 
unhappy revolt, or had abettevl the officers 
in any of their unfouuded pretensions, and 
especially in their attempt to intimidate the 
government by dictating conditions or con- 
cessions, as the price of their continued obe- 
dience, I would in either of those cases think 
Mr. Petrie unworthy of continuing a mem- 
ber of the council, and most readily concur 
in his removal 

Because, under this impression I lamented, 
as well as disapproved, the withholding the 
consultations by the Madras government, 
notwithstanding that several opportunities 
had offered for transmitting them ; aware 
that in the mean time private representation* 
might be made to high authorities in this 
country in the absence of those records, 
from which alone a just and impartial judg- 
ment could be formed. 

Because at length, to my infinite surprize, 
by an inversion of the legally established 
and constitutional order of things, the court 
of directors received from the right honour- 
able the president of the board of commis- 
sioners for the affairs of ,India, through the 
hands of the late chairman, two most impor- 
tvint documents, forming part of the consul- 
tations or records of the company’s govern- 
ment of Madras, duly authenticated by the 
acting secretary to that government, con- 
sisting pf two minutes, the one by sir George 
Barlow, containing various severe and acri- 
monious animadversions on the conduct of 
Mr. Petrie; and the other by Mr. Petrie, 
containing his answer and defence. 

Because I find, on perusing the .said docu- 
ment, that Mr. Petrie is not charged, even 
by sir George Barlow himself, with any act 
or conduct of the nature above described, 
but that his offence has, 'according to sir 
George Barlow’s own statement, princi- 
pally consisted in Uis objecting, and in obe» 
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diencc to the express orders of the court of 
directors, recording his objections to some 
of those violent measures of the Madras 
government, of which I disapprove equally 
with Mr. Petrie; and in his recommending 
moderate and healing measures, before mat- 
ters had gone too far for any remedy Init 
* violence and coercion ; also in his objecting 
1o, or, to use sir George liailovv's own 
words, 4t withholding the support of his 
opinion" from what lic(sij‘ George Harlow) 
terms “ the constitutional interposition," 
but what I cannot hut consider to have been 
an improper and unprecedented interfe- 
rence in the proceedings of hi'' majesty's 
court of Over and Terminer. « 

Because the specific acts to which Mr. 
Pfctrie appears to ha e recorded his dissent, 
were the removal of Mr. Koebuck ftoin his 
offices at the presidency, (which he had 
filled with credit during a long course of 
years) and the sending him to Vizagaputam, 
a distance of 500 miles (where he soon *imk 
under his misfortunes) without any investi- 
gation, or the communication of any ehurge 
or accusation agaimt him ; amt the hisput- 
fdon from the service of major Holes, also 
without a trial or a hearing, and for an act, 
for winch, as t think in '•hewn in another 
lately molded dissent, lie (major Boles) was 
not itsponrible. 

Because, admitting even flint Mr. Petiie 
w as u rong or injudicious in disapproving of 
those acts, or of the government's uitn fi- 
ring and making itself a part) in the pro- 
ceedings of the criminal court, still, if his 
disapprobation was sincere and iininthirnc- 
ed by corrupt or factions motives in record- 
ing it, he did only his duty, as pointed out 
to him by rhe court ; but so far from being 
wrong in his disapprobation of these arts, 
Mr. Petrie, in objecting to them, objected 
to what has been recently shewn to have 
been a violation of the positive orders of 
the com t; and* ; f there had been no such 
orders, I should have been read) to ask, if 
in this country it could be necessary to jus- 
tify or apologize for the having objected to 
the condemning and punishing men un- 
heard ? •* 

Because, in respect to the other proce- 
dure of tiie Madras government above al- 
luded to, their having ordcied the compa- 
ny’s law officers to defcnd'the persons charg- 
ed w ith forging the nabob’s bonds, and who 
were subsequently convicted of that forgery 
by a British jury, and a person charged 
with perjury in the evidence which be gave 
in their favour on that trial, and who was 
also convicted by another British jury sc- 
lectcd from among the most respectable 
characters m the settlement ; if any mem- 
ber of the court can concur with sir George 
Barlow in calling it a “ constitutional in- 
t?i position,*' ’ 1 would request of him to 
point out the part of our constitutional sys- 
tem which recognizes it, or, even by impli- 
es* :ou, sanction* or permits it. 


Because Mr. Petrie's conduct in tlieto 
instances, instead of meriting degradation 
and disgrace, entitled him in my opinion to 
praise and approbation, and I look forward 
with deep regret to the consequences that 
must result to the public interests, as well 
as to himself, from the requital lie is about 
to experience ; for I would submit it to the 
court, whether we can expect that in fit- 
tine, minibus of our governments abioud 
will e\ er hazard the recording their disap- 
probation of, or dissent from the measures 
of any governor, however filial or destruc- 
tive tin* tendency of such measures. We 
tell Hu m it is tluir hounden duty, when 
they dufer from the majority, to recoid their 
opinion's, with the reasons on which they 
are grnundi d. Mb* enjoin them to do so, 
nay we have recently censured Mr. Fotrie 
in partieiihii, for not having done if on some 
impoitant occasions ; and we now degrade 
him for haring done that which we before 
censured him for having neglected to do. 

Becau-e il was with astonishment, that 
in the dismission of the subject I heard it 
said, that it was not for differing in opi- 
nion with sir Geoi ge Barlow, or for record- 
ing his dissents, that the measure of re- 
moving Mr. Petrie was proposed, it could 
not hut lie known in the settlement, the 
records would announce it to the servants 
of the company, that Mr. Petrie had ho dif- 
fered, and recorded his dissents ; nay, sir 
George Bailow himself advances it as a 
chaigc against Mr. Petrie, that he “ with- 
held the support of his opinion.” His mi- 
mute so charging him, authenticated by the 
secretary, finds its way to Knglnnd, with 
Mr. Petrie’s answer, in which, with a tem- 
pi ranee of language that distinguishes every 
line in it, and forms a striking contrast with 
the acrimonious style of his opponent, he 
pleads thus in his defence . “ When I find 
that I could not conscientiously concur in 
the sentence of the president in council, it 
was my duty, as it has been repeatedly ex- 
plained and enforced hv the honourable 
court of directors, to record my disM lit.** 
In another part of his answer, indeed, he 
pleads with less humility rin allusion to the 
recent suspensions and removals of officers 
without a trial or a hearing) -that he had 
been taught “ to consider every man as in- 
nocent, until lie is proved to be guilty.” 
Both the minutes are brought forward pre- 
cisely at the moment when the Madras 
rommissirifi of government is to bo arrang- 
ed, and Mr. Petrie, the second member of 
the council, and whom sir George Barlow 
had found in the quiet undisturbed posses- 
sion of the office of governor, is excluded 
from the commission, not indeed until after 
the question had once been determined in 
his favour. Under these circumstances will 
it he believed, either in India or in this 
country, that Mr. Petrie’s degradation is 
not in conseqr.enre of his having differed iu 
opinion with sir George Harlow, and di&ap* 
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t proved and recorded his disapprobation of 
some of his nicasmes ? 

Because, if J\T r. Petrie has committed 
mi) other offences that cal! for so severe 
a punishment, they ought hi njv opinion, 
to have been distinetly speeiiied: ue 
are aware indeed, llutt it was stated 
in the debate on the subject, that “ Mi. 
Petrie would have given up every thing 
but on what *u‘t or proceeding on ins 
part such a statement relied, we aic en- 
Iz j fly jgnoraiff ; and Mr. Pctiic, as if he 
had anticip.ifcd such a representation of 
his conduct, has \irtunlly, and 1 think 
satisfaetonly answered it in Ins luiuule : 
it was urged also, that the not i Amoving 
Mr. Petrie would imply <k a bending to the 
uiiny.” After all the declarations so 
full of approbation of the conduct of the 
government, and of reprobation of that 
of the ofticcis, which had been dispatched 
to India, and doubtless published in 
general ordeis, and with sii Geoige Bar- 
low couthmcd in the office of governor, 
and Mr. Oakes included in the commis- 
sion, I am unable to conceive how the not 
removing of Mr. Pctue could imply a 
Ik tiding, or any concession whatever to the 

my ; although if it is known that he 
was the only number of the council who 
objected to any ol the violent measures 
that were ptnstied. it u easy to imagine 
that his exclusion must produce an oppo- 
site effect. 

Because it was also endcavouied to be 
unpicssed (and ultimately T must think 
but with too much success) that the re- 
moval of Mr. Petrie fiom the council had 
nothing todo with the merits of sir George 
Barlow's conduct, which wen* still open 
to enquiry, hut if it vvcie possible to ad- 
mit that position, it would follow , that 
the court may hereafter condemn those 
very nu isnrcs, and recal sir George 
Hallow for that v cry conduct which they 
have condemned, and degraded Mr. Pe- 
ine for having opposed; and may feel, 
tii.it the least reputation that could be 
made to Mr. Pctiic, would be the restor- 
ing him to his seat in the council, but a 
reparation from which Ue would in all 
probability be precluded, by having em- 
baiUcd for England, which, if he pos- 
sesses sufficient to place him above actual 
indigence, there can be no doubt he will 
do as soon as possible, after receiving the 
intelligence of his renin, d. «Ii seems 
to me then perfectly oh * ions, that the 
enquiry into sir George l>ui low’s, conduct 
( supposing it still open to one) should have 
pi reeded any decision on the conduct 
of Air. Petrie. 

Because, if Mr. Petrie’s removal from 
his seat iu the council is not in conse- 
quence of his having objected to, and re- 
corded dissents from some of the measures 
of sir George Barlow, it jnust follow, 
that his ouly offence consisted in his with- 
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holding lffs signature from an address to 
sir George Barlow in council, to which 
it had been proposed to him to affix it. A* 
it was known that the address in question 
was not the spontaneous act of the com- 
munity, or resolved on at any general 
meeting convened for the purpose, it can 
hardly he considered as matter of blame 
on Mr. Petrie, if he was ignorant that 
mi George Barlow attiched to it any 
value, if however, Mr. Pi trie, apprized 
that his signature was solicited with the 
concurrence or knowledge of sir George 
Barlow, liaU refused to affix it, T might 
have thought such refusal injudicious, but 
.xjiould still have contended that it was en- 
tirely optional on his part to affix, or to 
withhold it, without the infringement of 
any duty or principle; and with reference 
to his lank and station, he might naiu- 
tiiially have felt some jealousy in conse- 
quence ot not having been previous! v eon* 
suite d: but the fact proves to have been, 
that Mi. Petrie, after stating in a private 
note to sir George Barlow his impression 
ou the* subject, did offe r to sign the ad- 
dress. 

Because, iu the minute* sir George Bar- 
low’, sevu< as it is, and comprising a* 
vw may fairly presume it does, all that 
he could bring forward against Mr. Petrie, 
there is nothing laid to Mr. Petrie’s charge 
that is not fully and satisfactorily refuted 
iu his calm and dispassionate answer, 
which evinces a spirit corresponding with 
the temperate councils which lie gave, 
and which, could they have prevailed at 
the commencement of the agitations, 
would have prevented the dreadful ex- 
cesses that followed. I think Mr. Petrie’s 
conduct and intentions merited a diffe- 
rent re turn from that which awaits them ; 
at the same time I do not deny to sir 
George Barlow an equal rectitude of iu- 
lention, and iu ms measures for the sup- 
pression of the revolt, I readjjp acknow- 
ledge a fn limess suited to the crisis: but 
1 cannot look back to his preceding step* 
without precciving that he in a great de- 
gree made for himself the occasion for its 
exertion, by their unqualified vioence, in 
which he appears to me to hav * lost sight 
both of British justice and of British fecl- 
irtg. 

On all these grounds, and above all, 
because the measure itself obviously par- 
takes of the harshness and violence which 
have already been productive of such 
dcplo table effects, and tends to indentify 
the court of directors with a system under 
which it is in my opiniou impossible that 
tlie company’s affairs in India can prosper, 
1 fed myself impelled, by the strongest 
sense of public duty, to record my solemn, 
protest against the removal of Mr. Petrie 
fiom his station in tlie Madras council. 

(Signed) J. Uvdduuton. 
London, April Si, 1810 . 
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Dissent of Janies Pattison, Esq. 

1 dissent from the resolution of Hie 
court of the Pth instant, which dismisses 
Mr. Petrie from the council of Tort St. 
Geoige, on the ground of its being both 
impolitic anti unjust, and for the follow ing 
reasons : 

Kecau.se the minutes of sir George Bar- 
low ami of .Mr. Petrie, transmitted by 
the president of the heard of coutroiii, 
as proofs of the necessity of such a change 
in the Madras government, under an 
avowal that they came ..cridentsdlv into 
liis hands, and which t no other ropy of 
them having been received at the India 
House, though authenticated by the sig- 
nature of the senctary, would, in better 
times, have been probably reieeted by 
the court as inadmissible) tuinMi ample 
testimony of the character of the two 
individuals; the one being a violent and 
malignant imcctiic, the other a calm, 
moderate, and dignified refutation. 

Because it is the bounded ami enjoined 
duty of a com^cUm todelivei hi" opinions 
with freedom, and to record tin m when 
over-nded, if lie slieuhl think the subject 
of sufficient importance. On a foimcr 
lamentable occasion Mi. Pctne inclined 
the displeasure of the comt, for hav- 
ing omitted to record his opinion. By 
the present resolution of the court, he 
will be punished foi having urged and 
maintained his sent fluent* m opposition 
to those of sir George* Barlow! ' and future 
councilors will be strangely pu//hd how 
to act, if pimishim nl is thus made equally 
to atte nd upon passive and firm resistance . 

Because, if punishment thus .ivv.nts 
freedom of opinion, no roimsclloi will 
henceforward baza id opposition to the 
will of a governor, and the establishment 
of a council will income woisr than v<v- 
ifss, by holding out delusive liopt s of 
collective wisdom ; ami m the m \v ('bar- 
ter it vvill^K* inon consistent, and h >s 
expensive, to obt'nn the sanction of the 
Jpgislatuic to tin appointment of aibitaiy 
governois, than to continue tin- pi ■ «<*nf 
•system of in mu 'a I couiwllois, whost 
jsab I v can onh be tmind in passive in ss. 

Jb < aii.se the object of tin 1 resolution is 
clearly two-fold ; and while it lightens 
Mr. Petue m the balance, the scale of 
air George Barlow’s metils is in propot tion 
the weightier. This self-evident, pro- 
position, though masked by tlie late 
honourable chan man (Mr. Grant) and 
almost, if no r wholly denied (by which 
skilful irtarueuv re the majority was obtain- 
ed whilb decided the fate of Mr. Pcttie) 
makes me doubly anxious to record my 
dissent; as I think the direct converse 
was the course the court should have 
taken; conscientiously believing that on 
cvety point where sir George Barlow and 

' JPetrie have been at issue, the view 
c i.. . '*<trincr (arising probably from the 


unbending nature of his character) hat' 
been invariably wrong, and that Mr. 
Petrie, on the other haiuf, as invariably 
right. I shall touch slightly on the pro- 
minent points which have established this 
opinion. 

1st. The conduct of the government in 
the ease of Mr. Mlicrson and Mi. Smith, 
while the alleged misconduct of the for- 
mer was under the investigation of a com- 
mittee, proceeding upon allegations, aqd 
examination of native accounts not* under- 
stood by th£m, a committee composed of 
three persons, one in known opposition to 
M r. Slip son , one M r. Shcrson’s deputy, who 
must have shared his faults, and who looked 
to succeed, and did really succeed to his of- 
fice : and the third a gentleman who could 
not make up his mind to sign the report 
against Mr.Slu ison : while this cxtraoi dina- 
ry investigation is proceeding by order of 
government, Mr. Smith the auditor general 
is ordered to audit Mr. Shcison’s accounts 
of giain. Ho proceeds therein, he is prepa- 
ledtodclivir it; when he is directed to 
hold communication with the eliminating 
committee,— he demurs, conceiving such 
communication foreign from Ins duties ;he 
is enjoined obedience , he obeys, he attend 1 - 
he finds his views and those of the commit- 
tee in absolute dissonance. He remon- 
sl rates levpectfully to government ; be is 
ordered to deliver in bis audit , lie does so, 
with uspeettui remaiks on the deficiencies 
cliaigcd against Mr. Sherson, and his tea- 
son for thinking his vouchers correct . 
What is the result? Mr. Smith is dismis- 
sed from hi« situation for gross partiallity 
hut after some frittering of words upon 
his intentions, See. he is appointed to be - 
what? — a Judge M 1 Is any proceeding so 
monstrous in absurdity to be found in any 
histoiy ? Derision would be its* proper 
treatment if the fortune and ehaiaetei* of 
a tiied and able sc rvnut were not at stake ; 
as it is, who can hesitate to approve of 
Mr. Petries judgment, who opposed this 
measure, or to censure in the bitterest 
trims the folly, not to say the wickedness, 
of the' government which adopted it. 

Idly . The conduct of the government in 
the trials of Reddy and Ariuuda Row, and 
Mr. Bat l ley. 

Without entering into the detail of these 
transactions, I must give the tribute of 
pi aise to Mr. Petrie, who opposed the in- 
terference* of government in a cause no 
wise affecting the interests of the company ; 
it b(ing a squabble among individuals for 
a just allotment of proportions of a spe- 
cific sum, payable by the company to the 
approved creditors of the nabob. The ap- 
pointment of the advocate general (him- 
self interested in the suspected bond) to de- 
fend the criminals ; the dispatch of a ci- 
vil sevvant into Tanjora to collect evidence 
for Mr. Battl«y ; and above all, tjie slmiiit- 
ful vindictivenesi displayed by the gt« 
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t Tcramciit' against the prosecutors, and 
even against .some of, the jury after their 
l( cision, are all a mass of disgrace in- 
delible horn the records against the Ma- 
dras government. # 4 

.'idly. The diltcmicc betwen the eondnet 
of governin' nt, or rather of Mi. Petrie, 
when gov.inor, and that of his successor, 
sir George Hallow, towaids grivral Me 
Dovvall and the arm} : ditrni 1 , tiu formci, 
though the tent contract had been aholish- 
ed tinder the pi. viom gavcrnnicnl of lord 
W. Henfmrk, of which M r. Vet lie was a 
member, tin* aimy was patient , although 
general Me Dowall was not appointed to 
the council, he was quiet, and to *311 ap- 
pearance n signed. On the accession of 
sir George Hallow to Hie government, co- 
lonel Monro’s nn moiul, which was of a 
pnvutc and eoulideimal iiatun*, and winch 
had shpt while its object had Ucii m cu- 
red, is brought out mini mmccess'p il y, and 
is dehveied bv sir Gcoigc H.iiloVv to the 
adjutant-irenei al ,( ! Hence spuing Ihe 
fatal tends |m twicu coloiul Miniro and the 
otfieeis, dela* : i * • r tlum<aivcs a^p< r*ed bv 
this paper, (bim d Me Dowall, m^S olii! 
of cuiK'diatm^ cur luci on He past ot the 
new government, nmls with slight* , and 
troops aie ni dried to ina: ch without Ins 
know ledge ,M v. no can i/Vo;.i true ug the 
evils whten ensued to tlu i r n d somee, in 
si/ George Harlow's l.tushmiii uneouedi.i- 
tor\ character. 

' 1 till \ . When Hi 'dfn-its win i ag- 
gneved b\ the express uri of .vhmei Mon- 
ro’s meioond. dtliv. .\d in on-- of a most 
respi ciiu'jiiatine, Hdi\ -c* i 1 .» ‘no LniliT 
of Pin etois, ph dgwg tnei et'usto a pa- 
tient, and submissive c\p: n ’lion of the 
rouits answer, this document, which, if 
forwarded, would have ensured trauqrd- 
lity, was u fused transmission. ■” W ts this 
wisdom in the Madias government ? M». 
Peine wool I have indulged them in tluir 
leqiust. Tins too is doubtless one of Inn 
olfemes ; but it would probably ha\e sj i- 
red India the convulsion she has suffired, 
and the d<a [Mooted miscimi wuicn L u - 
mains bcliind. 

Mlilv. Had Mr. Petrie's advice been 
followed, the ill-judged suspension of eo- 
Ioik 1 Capper and major Holes would led 
have In ought into agitation tue daugeio..* 
question, where obedience is to cta*c in 
military matters, and discussion of the lega- 
lity of the orders of superior offi#eis is to 
begin. This suspension was cnnsidcicd a 
great aggravation by the officers . and was 
a most dangerous rallying poiut^on account 
of its palpable injustice. Policy atone 
would have dictated to a wise government 
lo avoid so critical a question. Cun tlu* 
Madras government be sufficiently blamed 
for forcing it into discussion!!! 

fithly. I shall touch upon the gcneial 
orders of the 1st May, highly disapproved 
by Mr, Petrie, but promulgated by govern- 


ment, contrary to tlu* principles of justice, 
as dunging and condemning (synonymous 
words with the Madras government) the 
officers therein named as conspirators to 
subvert tin government; and this upon ex 
p.nir i violence, without notice to the ac- 
cused of the charge, oi a healing of their 
defence !!! rontrarv to sound policy, as pro- 
ducing gre.it addition. il nidation without 
the pos^ibiii'V of adequate advantage. 
And the result fatally pioved tue w'isdom 
of Mi. lb tri«*\ advice, as the suspension of 
these officer* set fin* to the match already 
picparcd by the aggi aval ions enumera- 
ted. 

I shall close tins my solemn dissent fiorn 
the dismission of Mr. Petrie, by observing, 
that this act will be felt at Madias, as a ge- 
neral approbation of all sir George Bar- 
low’s nu .wires, and the impolicy of the 
lesflution keeps pare with its injustice. 
Winn a whuh’ settlement, civil and mili- 
tary, holds a governor in execration, npd 
be is thus made to tiiiiinpli over the only* 
member of the council wlio bad the firm- 
ness to oppose his harsh and tyrannical 
conduct, it is to be dreaded that the mea- 
sure list if wd! be execrated ; and that the 
C iaiaeiei id the com t in <y sutler from its 
implicit and indiscriiniu.itc sanction, thus 
declared, of the whole of sir (it orgo Bar- 
1 1 )\*> conduct. I must also he penmtted 
lo i cm irk, that the hn«tst« *1 firmness of sir 
George Bailow, .du i the icbtUion had 
hurat foi tii, dt 1 1 vi s appion .lion only, in 
as much as no oile r com se was left with 
probable or even possible views of success; 
b it U is to.) much to < \pret that fortitude, 
under a ciisis created by .medf, snouhlhc 
crow. led with piaise. It is at N st but ne- 
gative merit; and he who lias ashed the 
foilune** of his country on tue ha/, ndof a 
dit , is not fit again H be liuMcd. 

Ills moreovei evident. that all bis dim- 
ness eo.ihl not have saved^um, and with 
him the settlement of Madras, had not 
lord Minto*. approach led to a hope in the 
army, that th« stern ami haughty charae- 
ki of sir (•( org- Bariovv would be ouligeit 
to bow down hefote the known clemency 
and moderation of the giweruo] geneial. 
Sir George Bat low risked t.a* hue of India. 
It is Mill a ptohiem what course will best 
heal He rankling wounds of the army. I 
tear from tin* bfle decision of the court 
agaiu.nl the motion to restore the suspend- 
ed officeis to the set vice, Unit a concilia- 
tory spiut is not to be looked for in the 
court, t hope I may he mistaken. 

(Signed) Jami-.s Pat i won. 

London, 

24th April, lb 10. 

To the Honourable the Court of Direc- 
tors. 

Gentlemen, 

In the dissents of several members of the 
court to the raramye of removing Mr. 
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Petrie from the council of Fort St. George, 
there an representations given lexpceling 
tlie int induction of rlistt measure, the con- 
duct of it, and several eirciiniMaiices 
connected w it li it, which a:e e>i*ciiualH 
defective and cnouenus, mid as those 
reprew ntafions are pointed p.n hculaily 
to us, who then had the honoui to till 
the cnaii s, xinil it in cestui;, to give a 
full a h > I ’accurate e\pl, matio): oi the tl.uis- 
action* m question. 

Of the unp.uall. K d danger to w lii- *h 
cmr Indian inspire has In eu exposed by 
the convulsions at Madias, we m < d not 
heie spo.u;. 'flic ei)"i i in gem i a!* under 
a deep conviction ot that danger, of tly 
necessity of utterly dheountriiancmj' tin 
subordination, and upholding the cause 
of legal gov ermiu id, bail wiitnn tlie 
dispatches of rl.e loth and g‘)lli Septenili(»r, 
llMJy, and h|h February, ihIO, to Fort St. 
George. It was a tad of peifictnoto* 
riilvtiiat Mr. Petiie lu.d not onninul 
in the meavuies pm sued b\ »ue Madias 
irovmu ' lit, w hich tin* gnveiuuM nt gcnc.al 
had ronliuliy .sanctioned ; mid tlicdem- 
nient, to tin* public, nterest of a dncoidaur 
administiation at Madras at Midi r.n aw- 
ful erisi'., v. a> \erv obvious. A deep 
respo::siinhr% lay upon the anlhoi »tu * ,n 
home to continue an unequivocal Mippoil 
to the civil pown in India, mid to adopt 
$:,ci: nuasuics as might be pioper to mam- 
feat that (h< v •mild mliitit ot no e'ompio- 
ume on ttud head. 

Asi arly as trif htter end of Juuuniy last, 
^lie piesuh ot ol tlie board of connnisMou- 
ei> did, oi ills o\mi rnotloit, and, as we 
have cve»y n*.ici»:» to bihevc, midi 1 a 
strong conviction of the sciiimieiits \u* 
hittl e\pies«ed. v.deh’os an oliit ial 

hPcrt» an, t a be laid burnt the court, 
sitl.r<* rm 1 i iiie dis:idvai:t.«g< s wl.K ti must 
result to Iht public in ti r< s , , 1M 1 1:« eaiticul 
strife ot ali ..»$> .it iMatha-*, trim limited 
counsel*, ji: ;i.r adi’i'i/et saimn tlu-u ■ In ace 
the uttei ru" pi du rn of i < nruimug to 
petl.t 1 in, >1 v <■(. iu imieli it i >: i _ i c t ci : and, 
as tin count acl approved of toe system ot 
poiiev pupindwiMi respect to the insub- 
bonim.'te ottic 1 1 «* of the aimy bj Sir li. 
IJai.o'.s and the luajonty of tin canned, 
the consequent p-opiiitv of making the 
change that bd amc liceesMii v bv the re- 
moval of Air. pitne. The picsidt ni inti- 
vnut< d lui tin t hn sense of the inipoitauce 
ot lots nn asm c to be such. Urn if the 
coiitl .should si t hi to decline, tin* adoption 
of it, he would feel it hut duty to advise his 
majesty to rceal Mr. Petrie. To the best 
of om recollection the two minutes of 
Sir George Hallow and Mr. Petrie, since 
laid before tlie court, wcie in Air. Duu- 
daPs possession at that time. 

Tnough much impressed with the same 
view* of the nefcmity of manifesting an 
unambiguous and entire support of the Ma- 
dras government, and of the unfortunate 


and improper line of condnct held by 
Mr. Petrie, vet as the Madras consulta- 
tions were not arrived, we were quite 
unwilling even to agitate the question 
movttliu Air. OmidasS letter ■. and upon 
onr canicM request, h* was induced to 
agree that we should di lay the presenta- 
tion of that let Vr to the court. 

Ue w.di it to be particularly noticed 
heie, thur,1«< licving Mr. Dumlas to think 
it inciu.ibciit on bun to advise ttie retnoval 
of Air. Pi Lrie !>y r i.i*» majesty's warrant, if 
the con it should nut dot in it expedient to 
niHke a change themselves, our anxiety to 
prevent recourse to a power so offensive 
to the • company , under ciiciimstain es 
which might reconcile the public to tlie 
cxeicisc of it, added to the disposition 
w’Jiieli a sense of duty created in nm minds, 
to In ing the condnct of Mr. Pctiie under 
the consideration of the eomi. 

Novel tiu-less, t'ne Madia eou.«u1talion« 
did not a: live : for two mouths situ rwavds 
nothing was iloue, and we expected, and 
inelei d uidud, to see the tcimination of 
our odiee fm the year before the qius- 
tiwn concerning Mr. Petiic should be 
agitated. 

Hut circumstances oeeiined which for- 
ced that question forward, contrary to our 
Miluitiou, and left ns, act ordiug to our 
sense ot duty, no option but to inflow tiut 
ionise for which we have been mice ai- 
laigncd by the \uy persons wlio impost d 
the necc ssity upon us 

Sir Samuel Aiirinuutv, who lead been 
rei entlv uppointed eonmiander in chief 
and second m eouiuil at Madras, was 
about to sail to India tovvaids tiie end of 
Mai» li. As the council was before toll, 
it became mrcssary, in eonsequenee of 
the general's appointment, to displace oue 
of the tin**- counsellors ot that gov eminent. 

This brought immediately into view an* 
euqim v eoneiimng the peison that should 
be removed In tlie state in which the* 
eas of Air. Petrie stood, we were mi- 
wiihng, on tlie pi minds already lncntmn- 
c*i, l o propose- at that time his removal; 
and, on tlie other hand, we could not, 
consist! ut with our own sense of duty, 
pioposeu new commission of government 
t as rhe change in it required) in which he 
should b< lormally re-appointed beeond 
member, Lecause that might seem to the 
whole world an acquiescence, without any 
inquiry! is the line of conduct he had In Id 
during the late convulsions. Wc tliere 
foie thou put to. elude the difficulty by 
delaying th; commission of government, 
and, in tiie me; > time, simply notifying to 
A I at has the appointment of Sir Samuel 
Auchniuty as commander in eliief and 
second in council. In the case of si- 
milar appointments it had lu tore happen- 
ed, that, upon reciiving advice tlu rcof in 
India! the junior member ot council, that 
is, tbc laat appointed, Uad bccuiequircd 
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to withdraw : we reckoned that the same 
course would, m conseqin uce of the pro- 
posed notification, be fVdlowrd by the 
Madrid govnnim id in the instawe befoic 
us, and that Yli . (as,-,aniaijor, the junior 
member, would be displaced to make room 
for general vuchnihty. 

Me meant lies et itainlv only as an 
arrangement for the p> i -ent, until, by the 
disposal of tue qm court ruing Air. 

TVtile, anew and \ w v n rit lit comim* mm 
of govi mint nt sho id (>e Hut 

the I muds uf Air. IMriem the row t would 
not l< ,iv(« the matii' in f.ji^ / it' 1 , Tb» / 
said i e v could m»t tm*»t tiv rfivi-nmnst 
of Madias with t.ie Idle ol "1\ . Petue* and 
that it d was hit to 1 leia, he, and not An. 
Casammjiu , would hi p i >uo cd.Vl.vu was 
in our op’Uimi no spr-d gio'uid for .mpie- 
lieiidin^ that eovei . » ■ ! i / . t would vtmurc 
upon any unuwia! s.« o. mi nisi they 
woidd see that t,.i ov. •' i.d- irjeai 

would have Hh < t bv let a* \. omens ion 
widen was to follow, end Sn (binge Ibtr- 
Inw, foi any thing we k . w, could imt 
Nikon that t lu* lemoval would, by thal 
eomnnssu u fall m ^ i r. IM m. Sou t of 
the uiembei s ol lue e.nut, ImweMi, (;uc 
lmtie* ttiat tin \ would mo* e an aeu mkneiit 
to the piopOM d p.uaui. ph to Madwr, to 
the died of deeLniig, t ui t Mr. (.’ (s.uooi- 
joi should give pl.u e in g« neral Auc .irnty. 
'fins h ippem (1 about the t mi of idaieli, 
within 1 1 ii (n twilve days of tin* annual 
change in tl.e Dnrilum, wh.f'i was to 
lemoNc us iVi.mi our k spt eii\t ' m .its in the 
ehaiis. and sonic of :i.e Ir'erdh et Air. 
Peine bum t..e dueetion l>\ lot. .lion, of 
winch last t lit must. inee l a \ could not tail 
to be a wan*. 

Finding that the question was thu* to be 
fund ftnuard within the slant icmni. <der 
of mu olbeial time, and in a way ill which 
All, IV; in’s conduct could no* b“ <iniy 
imisidcud. and vet that t .e mended 
aimmlimnt, it’ n sueeteded, m’\. t be 
then ghi Mitualis to s mi 1'nn 'hit conduct, 
We saw tue licet vaty of c.n .g the atteil- 
tio.i of the com t to tae s».u»p ci ourselvo, 
and, in the onls manuei left us, that winch 
the president had above tv.oinontlis before 
pioposed. \ml a- lie had suspended his 
laeasme «it our icqucd, we then tell our- 
m !\<\s boiimt to infoini him of the eiicuin- 
.stances which obliged us to accede at 
b ngth to nis proposition , of which mces- 
»it v be was indeed othrivwse aw**., for 
Sir Samuel Auclmiuty, whose presence 
was so necessary in India, and wlu.se stop 
Was under .sailing outers, bad stated that 
he would nntdcpiiit until flic fusibility of 
[any demur to bis cut ranee into a scat in 
I council immediately on bus anival at Ma- 
I clras should be obviated by a specific de- 
: duration of the member who was to give 
way to him. Under this and other new 
; circumstances, Mr. Dundas addressed 
imiothcr letter to us, dated 3d Apfril, which 
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was road in court on the 3d of that month, 
and of which w e annex a copy to this pa- 
per. Upon laying that letter before the 
court, we explained both our pi< ceding 
iiiLeicourscs with Mr. Dundas, and our 
sentiments relative to the subject of it, 
as we have now stated them. On the 6th 
the subject came to be roomie: ed, and 
aft< r a long debate, *• v had the honour 
to move that a in w coiniiiUs<o:i should be 
issued tin the goveimmut of Foit St. 
iiv-jit'e, containing the mams of j c old 
l.cinbcis, exce pting tm.t of Mi. i'etiie, 
log' the i with the name of Sm S.mu:* l \uch- 
luulv. Upon this an ..numdment was mo* 
vrd#Lo the follow ms. < *h et : 

“ T».at Sr G. H. 1’ui low should be 
‘appoint' d go* ci nor. 

“ 3. AuehiniuV, commander iu 

chief, andseeoiid in eMiucii. 

** M. Peine, (m{. thud in council, 
if and on the coming away, death, or 
■* K sigmition of Sn (i. H >rlow, to 
4< ‘ucceed to tin gov ci nm<*nt. 

“■ Thonia* Oakes, esq. fourth in coun- 

“ e*ir u 

Al this turn tiieic were tvveui v-thn e mem- 
btis in co'i»t, ie<l All. M:l!s, who vmu 
nbs ut, was Known to be of the same 
opinion with us upon the picsent Mil*ject. 

After the debate U|#on this amendment 
hid procteded some time, a motion of 
adjoin mnent was made by the gcntVmen 
opposed tons ; we presumed to try their 
stiergth. It wav negatived by tic ballot, 
and Sir F. Hal ing, one of those gentlemen, 
went aw ay , despairing, as we conceived, of 
the main qiustiou. Toairivc at that ques- 
tion according to the foi ms of debate, it, 
was next moved, u tiiat the vvoids pro- 
posed bv tne aimudnient to be left out, 

V that i > to say the words of our oiiginaf 
motion; “ stand part of I lie question.” 
T...s was carried in tlie aftirmativ e. The 
iimendinent which proposed topretaiu Mr. 
Petrie ami exclude Mr. Gasamaijor, v.as 
tuns levered, 'flieii came on the main 
(puvtt'in, tlieie being tweiity-Lao direc- 
tors piesmt, and to the geiieiat surpiizc, 
a> wc believe, fare appealed elev m for, 
and eleven agjiud the motion. Our idea 
w t .s that one of rise gentlemen, who thought 
with os hud, by iui-1. ike, put his ball into 
the t.Toug b«»>i. Ac-eoiiiing t:> the hiw 
provided in the rare of equal votes by 
bcllot, tue queMiuii was to be determined 
by the di awing of a lot. The lot drawn 
decided against our question, which vvu* 
thus lost, and the proceeding of that day 
left the government of Fort St. George 
as it stood before, though by the rejection 
of the amendment, which proposed that 
Mi Pet ne should i cumin in council, the 
sense of the court was then shewn upon 
wlmt, indeed, was the real point in debate. 

It was impossible to leave the. govern- 
ment in this stale, because, besides the 
other rca&ous which first impelled us m 

D ' 



ASIATIC ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810 - 11 . 


*412 


bring on the 'question, Sir Samuel Anch- 
mutv’s rotn sal to proce ed to India before 
a m w commission was settled, remit red 
that measure immediately necessary. 

We therefore gate notice of bunging 
on the qu< stion again on the 10th of April. 
Bifore ths.t ela>, a ineinhcr of tlu eliiecvion, 
who happened to Mt next to colonel Ta\- 
lor at dinner, inhum'd .the chairman, 
that colonel Tax loi * t re * % el to him he 4 h.ael 
voted against oor motion, not tiom tiii- 
intention of Mpp<;:»ng Mi. Pit nc, but 
because, having t .i>kcd m the debate vlic- 
ther the ran >ing of that que stion would 
preclude the future 1 considci alien of Sir 
G. Barlow’s eomluet? and haying receixtd 
no answer timn the chniminn, he* c-nu- 
clude d it would; and tl.cicfore voted 
against the qi:e stion , but that, it lie veas 
satisfied of the 'contrary, it would he 
agu e able to his first intention to vote m 
the next debate for the; lemoval of Mr. 
Petrie. The el ainmin hi 1 ( upon 1 oquc s fr- 
ee! the ftiend vho cave him this infoi vnati-m 
to a^sme eolone 1 Tax lor, that it was < n- 
tirtly Jjom ox e rsigl t his question had not 
been ansxxcied; that **0 far frovnint* mbng 
to priebidi inquiry into the conduct of 
Sir G. Barlow, ii v.as the chairmans 
meaning end ixpictnhoii that it should be 
distinct!) eunsiii red, with a xirxv to the 
reiuumiation of his scmc< x, am! on Ih.if 
Occasion, any gentleman vuidd baxc an 
opportunity of delivering Ids opinion. 
The Chairman himself took occmion to 
give the same explanation to colonel Ta v- 
lor, and hi rtptah d it in Ins place, when 
the debate xxas icmwcdoii the 10th of 
April, when also ••idoncl Taylor publicly 
state u what he had before said in private 
conversation. 

On that day we moved the same question, 
which xx e oi initially hi might forwaid on 
tJ»c Mh. Thi anun'bnent xx? i eh had been 
proposed on that d< v xwji also niov<d 
again: tint ann rd> «ii \v<is i'-st by the 
ballot ; and ihr ma u question was, on a 
sicondxote, canud b> d e ballot, xvheie- 
by the namt ot -Mr. Pit to- v as omitted 
in the new' column '-ion o* : i v< inim-nt for 
Madias, and that of ISn »S. Auchmuty 
inserted. This prssid biforc JMi. Bo- 
biiTts, who was axiwirily with us, 
but retarded by indisposition, arrive 
•d, and for whom it would haxe *bein 
easy to have vxaitid. Without him the 
votes for the icmovul of ?»lr. Petrie weie 
twelve to tin; wiln him, if colonel Tax- 
Ioj h rid still been aL.aiu.xt us, the question 
would i'.iv been eanied; and as the some 
«if th- 1 court ft :dly there were of the 
tu* ;ex-h;ur dit'nor*, tourteen, including 
Mi, MS*, who was in the country, for the 
muM.-i. 

thi* plain mvoupt," which is open 
to the ol/itn 'liion ol ex cry rentleman who 
vxsio corn. Ji f * ch av that there was a 
icrd rnVjoiiij o 4 ttte limctms for f tic- re- 
otovai .of Mr. Petrie, that cvlonu Tux- 


lor’s having, on the first day, voted with 
the minority, piorceded from miscouriqir 
lion, noi from intention, to support Mr. 
Pet sic, 1 hat his change on the snhseq^nt 
dav sprung from himst If, in consistency 
with his original sentiments ; and that, 
x*. iihout him, the question, by waiting for 
Mr. Boharts, would have been carried 
on the 10th, so that Lxrt >i 1 lie idea which 
some seem to have entei Mined that a lot 
d< cidoil the ipiestion, and the idea held 
f. rtii in txvo of tiie dissents that the q^- 
lion w'ocld again have hern referred to 
the lot, if one nuinbci had not heen induced 
to change his opinion, proveto Ik every 
way unfounded. 

So likewise, in respect to the 1 assertion 
contained in the <Jissent of Sir F. Baling 
and Sir IF. Inglis : “ Mr. Pundits acknow- 
ledges that it xxas in the contemplation 
“ of the* chains to mnovc Mr. Petne a*e 
curl) as January ln^t.” ?!.. Duiulas ce r- 
tainly acknowledge* no « .u*h thing, but 
plauilx intimate that the overtoil* upon 
tlial suhjee*; ca ue fiom him, as his own 
letter annexed xvill show. The foregoing 
stab nu nt contains the true account of this 
nialtci . 

It is said in another dissent, and as it 
seems, in the way of r< flection, that “the 
elu.ir* bi ought Ijchne file* court two nu- 
nuhs.” But can it be? ncecssaiy to ob- 
serve that tin* piTsIduit of tin- ho.ud sent 
the se inmiiU <to tin* com t officially lliioiigli 
the medium of the* chairs. Tl.»x is the usual 
way in xvliie h public quesliems .ire* propose d 
by the pi evident, to the* ccuit, and the most 
convenient way. The chairs haxe no pow- 
er to irfuM* or xvithhold tiom the couit 
official conimnnicatioii* made to them in 
that manner, unless with consent of the 
piesidcuil ; and if possessing such a povxe r, 
they xvcic to exercise it, the only consc- 
quenee* would be, that the same communi- 
cation would come publicly to the court 
through the secretary of the* hoaid. 

With regal d to the question of acting 
upon the authority of those two minutes, 
it is to be* observed, that one- of the prin- 
ciples upon which it is very |ustl> held 
that piivate, extra-official, rx parte com- 
munications, are not proper gronm.s for any 
important measmes is, that they want the 
authenticity which documents transmitted 
by the government must have. But these 
minutes, though privately communicated 
in Fnghnri, were public records, authen- 
ticated by the cliici* secretary of the govern- 
ment ot Foil St. George ;>md they were not 
confined to one side — they contained the 
case of Jiotli parties stated by themselves 
respectively. There w*as not a doubt oil- 
■ trriained about* tbiii authenticity (Mr. 
lJundus, indeed, supposed that Mr. Petrie’s 
friends also had copies of them), and as 
these papers thciefore, though not coming 
through the regiilai channel, possessed the 
same credibility which the regular channel 
would have ^iventhem, and contained ah 
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so a complete case within themselves, the 
i charge, and the defence, the only point 
before the court was, whether either the 
question of continuing Mr. Petrie in the 
council, which some members of the court 
wtere determined to bring on, or tne ques- 
tion of making room for general Aucliuuity, 
which must at any rate have come oil, 
should he considered, without regarding 
the very important matter directly heating 
on these question**, contained in those 
^authenticated minutes?. We do not know 
that a case similar to this had ever befoie 
come under the consideration of the court; 
but we had no doubt in our minds that, as 
it was bi come* unavoidable to deiidcon 
the continuance 01 umovalof Mr* PeLue, 
there was no comparison between ill*, 
pensing with somewhat of farm, and shut- 
ting out substantial and important infor- 
mation ti oin oiu view. 

It was objected likewise, that the con- 
sultations might contain fuither m.itr* r 
respecting tiic disputes between Sir G. 
Barlow and Mr. Petnr, aud Lua 1 , there- 
fore, until they weie reccivevi, the court 
should not decide upon that subject; but 
besides the necessity abend} exp allied, 
of proceeding to the question nnmi th il«*!s, 
it was preMimable tuat, up to tm* dm** of 
the minute'*, tne consultations uid cout.nu 
nothing of iinpoiUiuce fm or again it i.tm r 
pally in ni.itioi. to the dispute !»il\v'.n 
them, which w.ii 1,1.1 advcilcd to in one <u 
other of those niinuUs, and tuat no lccoid 
suhse<|ueut to them, was likely materi- 
ally to alter tuc state of facts giviii in them, 
w hici*, as already said, mane a eomph te 
case; unless, indict), a re|oind»*i fioni Si r 
G. Hdilov. should have hi ought into 
question any part of Mr. Pet lie’s minute, 
width lejoimkr, had it proved nothing, 
would only have left Mr. P< ti ic’s iiiuuuc 
continued in tne ciedit it claimed at lir*r. 

As to tne lU'iimnittons tiiiown out at tiiat 
time, tiiat the Madras consultations wire 
intentionally withheld in ordci to give an 
advantage to Sir (leorge Harlows cause, 
we could not admit the leinotest suspicion 
of that kind ; and the event lias shewn 
that there was nothing on the subject in 
question to withhold the regulai consulta- 
tions, since ai'incd, contained no fuither 
rccoid relative to il. 

In noticing lmsiv presentations, we think 
w’e ought not to pi*hs over a passage in 
one of the dissents, which describe*!* the 
president of the boa id of control as “ ac- 
tive, by public aud private means, to re- 
move an absent, innocent, meritorious 
individual, who cannot plead his own 
cause.'’ \v e deem it right to Say, that we 
believe tiiis statement to be unjust to the 
motives and conduct of Mr. Dundas ; and 
although it is our intention to avoid all re- 
mark upon the language and manutT of 
the dissents, so far. as they arc pointed to 
ourselves, aud to attend only to the matter of 
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them, yet this passage exhibits so strong 
an instance 6f the violation of that decoiuni 
which the court very pr*pnlv maintains 
in its public vv tilings, pat ticularly towards 
a department entitled to the observance 
of respect, and w nii wnich tin* court lias 
to carry on such constant intercourse, 
thatwc must express the concern we felt, 
ami still ft 1 1, on perusing it. 

Ol Mr. Buchan, who is probably the gen-, 
tleinan alluded to in the same passage as “ the 
private instrument of Sir G. Bin low, M we 
think it also lair to say, that we understand 
him to be a servant of high character lor ho- 
nour and for talents, sent heme publicly by 
the government of Fort St. George from a 
ijiost confidential situation to give information 
to the court ; and though it is to be conclu- 
ded from his mission that the intent on of 
sending him was to cqp-oboran*. bv his intel- 
ligence, the representations of die govern- 
mens ; yci neither that circumstance, nor the 
omission of the lourt to hear and examine 
him, which it w ? as competcnr to any dim i or 
to piopose, annuls the designation under which 
he came here. 

Thedate chairman being in the passage just 
alluded to, and in several others, personally 
attacked, he begs have to ofler a veiy brief 
defence. T^ “ activity” with which he 
also is chaij^ in employing '* public -and 
pm ate means” to remove Mr. Pern ie wis, in 
reality, no other than that of which he has al- 
ready given an account. With a strong opi- 
nion on i he imprupueiy of the line of conduct 
adopted by Mr. Petrie, he, however, used 
his influence successfully to put off the con- 
sideration of his case ; cud unless that con- 
sociation had been foiced on from other 
quaiters, it would not have taken place whilst 
he am, lined in the chan. Activity in this 
inattei is, therefore, most unsuitably imputed 
to him. As to the heightening terms used 
in speaking of Mr. Petrie, — “ an absent man . 
who cannot plead his own cause,” is it not 
the constant practice here to examine the 
conduct of servants when thtj arc in India? 
and has not Mr. Petrie expressly pleaded his 
own cause in the minute before us ? The 
icim “ innocent,” also employed, assumes 
the whole matter in dispute. 

The same thing is done when the late 
chairman, who had in the year 1805, in con- 
junction with the courr, censuicd the exer- 
cise of a d.spotic power in Bengal, is charged 
now with supporting the cause of despotism 
at Madras, because lie has condHred in the 
reinoyal of Mr. Petrie. The fiaturc of the 
charge here is this <f Mr. Petrie has been 
removed for diffeimg from the governor : if 
counsellors are removed because they differ 
with Ihe governor, no man will venture to 
give an opinion m opposition to bun; 8ttd 
thus he becomes despotic.” This aiguoicn 
assumes, that no man in the station of a coun- 
sellor will do his duty, if the.pciformaucc it 
to expose him to the loss of Ms place ; a po- 
sition certainly which public men ought not 
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to maintain, especially in public writings. 
But Mr. Petrie was removed because his con- 
duct vv.is thought wrong ; and shall it be said, 
that if the conduct of a counsellor is really 
culpable, though in opposition to the governor, 
he may not he removed, lest others should 
improperly yield to a governor, and so the 
governor become despotic It, might natu- 
rally be expected, as a consequence of adopt- 
ing any piinciplcof this kind, that counsellors 
would be led to assume an undue and factious 
licence. There is no sound rule of acting 
in this case, but to judge both counsellors 
and governors accoidingto their real merits. 
The merits of the diflerent lines of conduct 
pursued by Sir G. Ba low and Mr. Petrie 
have been already tried by the courr, and a de- 
termination passed in favour of the former. 
The propriety, indecd 0 of this decision is com- 
bated in the dissents ; and it will, therefore, no 
doubt be defended by those gentlemen who 
concurred in that decision, and with them the 
late chairman will have the honour to act. 

The next charge brought against the late 
chairman is founded upon a paragraph of a 
letter which was last year proposed to be ad- 
dressed to the Bengal government, relative 
to the interference of that government with 
the nabob of Oudc, in behalf jAa British sub- 

1 ‘^ci who had claims in that conmiy. The 
etter was not penned, as the dissent assumes, 
t-r the late chairman, and it was poimed, not 
•gainst the conduct of Sir G. Barlow only, as 
the dissent may also be understood to imply, 
but took up the business from its commence- 
ment, early in the government of marquis 
Wellesley, and censured the principles and 
grounds on which it proceeded through five or 
six years of that government, arid conformably 
to which it was completed in the first vear of 
Sir G. Barlow’s administration. 

Now the amount of this cliai err is, that the 
late chairman having disapproved of tin* 
whole of this transaction, comprehending 
that part of it^vlueh fell within the time of 
Sir G. Bai low’s government, i> trinity of 
“ gross and glaring partiality,” became he 
now supports the cause of Sir G. BnEow in 
opposition to that of Mr. Point*, 'i hi.< 
charge not only assumes the truth of the one 
immediately preceding, winch ha* been al- 
ready repelled, but implies no le*s than this 
surprising proposition ; “that the. conduct 
of a governor having, in one instance, behn 
disapproved as wrong, it is not therefore to 
be approved in another instance where it 
is thought right .* 1 Such a proposition car- 
ries its own refutation with it ; but the late 
chairman atFnms, that he has m fact done no 
more than censure one measure which he 
deemed to be improper (though lie never 
conceived it ought to have been followed by 
a removal .from ojfic e) and has, on another 
occasion, .supported a course of measures 
w Inch bo judged to be decidedly right. 

The late chairman thinks it expedient to 
fcvjul himsel^af^the present opportunity to 
fci-Uc, that !&*' support has been given on 


public grounds. Though Sir G. Barlow and 
lie were for a time contemporary on the 
Bengal establishment, there was hardly any 
personal acquaintance between them ; and 
they never exchanged a letter until sixteen 
yeuis after Mr. Grant had bcch in England. 
Sir G. Ba*iow, on becoming governor-gene- 
ral on the death of marquis Cornwallis, 
wrote to Mr. Grant, as chairman of the 
Ea**t India company. The eoncspondence 
which has passed between them since, has 
turned on public subjects, and has been 
conducted on public principles, which, it 
is picMimcd, would do neither of them dis- 
credit. Mr. Grant docs not recollect that 
the nan’ir or conduct of Mr. Petrie has ever 
been mentioned in the letters ofSir G. Bar- 
low, or in ins own, until the removal of Mr. 
Petrie from council. 

Por the general defence of that measure, 
in opposition to the opinions advanced 
against it in the dissents, Wv must jointly 
rrier you, gentlemen, to another paper, in 
whit h it h discussed at huge. 

We have the honour to he, Gentlemen, 
\our most obedient, humble servants, 

I Signed) O. Grant. 

Kast-Imlia Home, W. A&tlll. 

lOlli September, lbio. 

THE PAPER. 

* H * The length of i ho document referred 
1 o in the concluding paragraph ofthe preced- 
ing letter, must preclude the insertion of it 
in an entire stall, m the pu sent volume. 
The editoi, regretting that he cannot inscit 
the whole, has never! Indc-s some satisfac- 
tion in being able to allow .1 place to the 
substance of llie Paper winch 111010 espe- 
cially professes to be an answer to the dis- 
sents of p«u tit ular ditcc tor* of the East lu- 
dia company. 

The Papei sets out with the intention of 
tracing the causes ot the revolt ot the otTi- 
ceis of the Madras army, assuming, as a 
principle, “Thai the revolt was not a mere 
patoxysm of teseiitmetit, into which men 
weie suddenly homed fiom a state of per- 
fect subordination , it hud in si, (as is alleg- 
ed) characters of matured, systematic com- 
. lunation and protrusion, winch could only 
be the Work oI’Timf.** 

'flic alleged remote and proximate can- 
scs of the revolt me then considered ; the 
fir-t being suppose^ o originate in the con- 
stitution <iud distribution of the Indian ar- 
my, its peenhat habits, and its supposed 
' pietensious, arising out of an erroneous con- 
sideration qnd comparison ofthe nature of 
its services, with those of the civil branch 
' of the company's servants, from a mixture 
of the company’s with the king’s forces ; 
from extraordinary indulgence shewn to the 
former, from a notion consequently enter- 
tained by it, of its own importance, and of 
the imaginary power of its officers over the 
native establishment of troops, from com* 
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VinHtions originally tolerated, or not sup- 
pressed by the local government, which 
proceeded from stage to stage, until the 
actors or movers in them became, impa- 
tient of all coutroul, terminating in a de- 
cided revolt of the majority of the officers 
of the army. In support of these asser- 
tions, the correspondence of certain offi- 
cers, in extensive or more limited command, 
as well as the reports of the government on 
the conduct of Individuals, or particular 
transactions are refen ed to. From the se- 
parate, distinct, and occasional acts of par- 
ticular persons at stated times, which aie 
recapitulated in this part of the papt*r, the 
general revolt at a subsequent iera, is at- 
tempted to be inferred. 

The conduct of general Me Dowall, as 
explained, other tilings, indeed, co-opera- 
ting with it, Midi as the unreasonable ex- 
pectations of the army, is mentioned as 
the prominent proximate cause of the dis- 
affection. 

After explaining in detail the progress 
Of the discontent and revolt, ami after as- 
cnbing the whole to the ungovernable spi- 
ll t and insubordination of the officers of 
tlie army, and drawing opposite conclu- 
sions fiom the facts slated, and relied on by 
the dissentient dnectors, the Paper pro- 
ceeds ■ - ■ - 

We have now gone through the review 
which wc proposed to om. selves of the ori- 
gin and progress of the disputes bel ween 
th<* officers of the Madias army, and the go- 
vernment of that presidency. And we ti list 
that it lias been deiuoustiated, by the meat 
body of facts ami evidences winch we have 
pioduced, that the aggicxsion did not begin 
on the part of government, but on that of 
the officers : that the progress of disaffec- 
tion and hostility among the officers was 
owing essentially, not to the want of conci- 
liation in government, which acted consti- 
tutionally in defence of its own right-, but 
to inveterate spirit ot an insuboidinaliou 
and pretension, which seditious ads had in- 
flamed in the officers, who aimed at unal- 
lowable or illegal objects by criminal means; 
and that the suppiession of the rc\olf was 
effected by a wise and vigoious application 
of the resources of the Fort St. Geoigc go- 
vernment. 

Of the many instructive lessons which 
the history of this remarkable affair fur- 
nishes, lessons which we trust wil^ not be 
disregarded, it may be permitted to us to 
advert to one or two connected with the 
scope of this paper: the first is the im- 
portance of maintaining in unimpaired vi- 
gour the authority of our Indian govern- 
ments. Ever since we have possessed ter- 
ritory in India, there has been a disposi- 
tion m the European body there, p.uticu- 
larly the military officers, to enlarge their 
own powers ami privileges. The great 
lord Clive was very early sensible of this 
truth, and, iu the year 1765, thus delivered 
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his sentiments upon it to the court of di- 
rectors : “ this regulation (to increase the 
number of military officers of rank) bene - 
ficial and necessary as it is, will, notwith- 
standing, be productive of one dangerous 
evil, if not constantly guarded against by 
llieauthoiity of the governor and council, 
supported and enforced by the higher pow- 
ers at home. The evil I mean to apprise 
yon of, in the encroachment of the mili- 
tary upon the civil jurisdiction, and an at- 
tempt to be independent of their authority. 
A spirit of this kind has always been visi- 
ble : our utmost vigilance, therefore, is re- 
el u^site to suppress it, or at least to take 
care that it shall not actually prevail. I 
have been at some pains to inculcate a to- 
tal subjection of the army to the govern- 
ment, and I doubt not you will ever main- 
tain that pi inciplc." And early in 1767 the 
same distinguished man, then taking his 
leave of the government of Bengal, thinks 
it important to inculcate the panic senti- 
ment .‘'till more forcibly, and in relation to 
the civil us well as military servants. “ No 
regulation can be rank'd into execution, no * 
order obeyed if you do not make rigorous 
examples of the disobedient. Upon this 
point 1 iest the welfare of the rompany in 
Bengal. The servants are now brought to 
a pi nper sense of their duty. J 1‘ you slack- 
en the reins of government, affairs will 
soon revert to their fotiucr channel ; anar- 
chy and corruption will again pu vail, and, 
elate with a new victory, lie too headstrong 
for an> future efforts of government. Ue- 
calto your inernones the many attempts 
that have been made in the civil and mili- 
tary departments, to overcome our autho- 
rity, and to set up a kind of independency 
against the comt of director. Reflect 
al>o on the resolute measiues we have pur- 
sued, an«l their wholesome effects. Dis- 
obedience to legal power is tin* first step to 
sedition : ami palliative remedies effect no 
cure. Every tender compliance, every 
condescension on vonr pints, will only en- 
courage more flagrant attacks, which will 
daily increase in strength, and be at last in 
vain resisted.” . . . . ‘‘ I repeat, that 

you must not fail to exact the most impli- 
cit obedience to } our orders. Dismiss or 
suspend from the service any man who 
shall flare to dispute jour authority. If 
you deviate from the principle upon which 
wc have hitherto acted, and upon which you 
are conscious you ought to proceed, or if 
you do not make a proper use of that pow- 
er with vvliieli you arc invested, I shall hold 
mj self acquitted, as Ido now protest against 
the consequences.” 

The legislature, since his lordship's time, 
has, by various acts, Happily and wisely 

{ ilaced a great degree of power in the 
lands of the administrators of British 
India; both the administrators ‘abroad 
and those to w r hose control they are sub- 
ject at home* But vigilance aud resolution 
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in the exercise of that pow’er are still and 
ever will he necessary. Tne mainte- 
nance of it in its form and spirit, both in 
India and in I. upland, is, as we conceive, 
necessary to the preservation of our eas- 
tern empire. If flu* w ill of the community 
in India, Native or European, military or 
-civil, come, i ltwer by compulsion or in- 
fluence on t ail side, or bv relaxation on 
the pail of gov. lninnit, to diet ne in the 
choice of public measures and public men, 
there is an end of die supremacy of this 
count i v, and of the comp mv, over livha. 

That supremacy stands or talh, is per- 
son ed or nnpaited, as the local govern- 
ment' are maintained <u due vigour, or de 
edino into ii * hl-mess : and all adv.uicts to 
a preponderant e of local influence, cither 
bv un* Icnnining or o\ .i.iwiug the consti- 
tutional autl.ovitv of ti ost novel nnieiits, 
must pioporlionablv diinb.isli tin ir t iTtci- 
enev, and the sreniitv of ti. at .\Weni of 
adinmis'ndion on which tiie vwlf.irc of 
both yountrn so much depend**, Tin re 
is a teiuh ury in even eomnmmtv. c-p"- 
cialh of Eiiiopeans settled in de tain dc- 
peiirtcncu.s of thiir motner (o;<iiir\, fli 
prefei the local iulmsts of those dt poli- 
cies, to ami at local influence in tiuir 
public atfaiis, and to maki the voice a:. d 
opinions of tin ii community tlie stnmbn d 
of right and vviongin n sp- ct to those af- 
fairs. Wheievei their opinions come in 
opposition to the local ^ovuiiment, they 
should he regard* d with gieat caution. 
Local gourunu uls arc to punished tor 
misconduct, especially that winch tends to 
aJicnali the alii ct ions of the people, but 
rarely indeed should the judgment of the 
local comnuiuit v !><■ allowed any lead in tms 
matter. A governor mav render himself 
obnoxious to I lie people under him, by a 
Steady adherence to public duly, at the 
sacrifice of°ihe private interests of others, 
and Ins own popularity ; and the conse- 
quence may be, a combination to run him 
down, and, by disci editing bis measures 
or embarrassing his government, to etfc ct 
a change. Such an eff< ct would in i< ality 
strengthen the local influence, and propor- 
tionally diminish the power of the consti- 
tutional authorities. Tlie legal authority, 
therefore, of government in India, ought 
to be maintained in its full vigour ; not in 
view to flic interest of iue individuals who 
may happen to be in the government, Imt 
to the interest of the state. Tiie popular 
voice may speak truth and reason, and 
there it ought to be attended to; not be- 
cause it -is popular, but because it is just. 
The popular voice of colonial establish- 
ments, vnll generally be for local interests. 
It iacf&^uiiiy t|ie easier and more popular 
way % a governor to lend himself to pri- 
vate or partial interests when in opposition 
to those of the public, or to temporize and 
bend when a steady adherence to duty ap- 
P e WiiSIS6# t l e “ dcdwi ‘ i » conflict or dan« 


ger,: and he may then too be tempted to 
think the most convenient way also the sa- 
fest. But when a numerous bodv is united 
in the pursuit of impoilanl interests, par- 
ticularly when a gnat bodv of European 
military officers of our Indian armies are 
combined to struggle for favourite objects, 
they are not to bt dive j ted bv words or com- 
plaisance. To hold a tctnpo> i/ing conduct 
is but the preliminary to concession, and con- 
ccsMonin such ciicmusiaiiees is defeat — the 
defeat of legitimate authonl' — mid the tri- 
umph of a body which ought to have what- 
ever i » reason ilile by voluntary grant, but 
not even what is reasonable through the 
iu'rtimmiitulitv of eueioachment or usur- 
pation. In maintaining ti.csc scnhnnnts 
we think we voiisuil the permanent inter- 
est of the community, military tmd civil, 
as wdl as that of tne Imli ri governments 
ami of this nation. Wc, not less tli in those 
wl o have used the lungirag* of inJidni nee 
with n spiel to ailt-.e late excess's of me 
ann\,<m m.icuc well-wisht 1 s toth *n l«i st— 
Mg Ui If ii e ,iiid fimc. Hi au av.aiell.at 
the | m ihgnaut aits of a few designing per- 
sons, ami tue i .eln’t'U' nt' muiv in< \p. ri- 
i net d oik’s, nave t sm ntialtv * oirtvibek d to 
pioducc tli asioiiisl-ing sj.ci le wlf'cli 
! as hit. Is h> » n < slulutt d. W • d> < plv l,i- 
nu nt re eiiars ot the nulil.iit, ami wish 
pei feet <nuit> t<» bo rtstun A hi tween them 
and then uipni"is : blit l ast MT.titm lits 
do not m ijuiie, nor can «riv thing induce us 
to comproinise tin im;i tiialdi principles 
of good govt lament, on tue mumiciuiiicr 
nt‘ winch the hue happuus* of all society 
must m p< ud. 

I'iOui rhe preceding doetiiue n question 
natuiullv ri.* i eiuu * niug hie influence 
whirli the unpopularity of any In ban go- 
\ eminent ought to have upon tl.e judgment 
and conduct of the Indian authmimsat 
home. It is obviously t.xticimly dtsiiabie 
on various accounts, particularly tor the 
easy tiaiisaction of tne public* business and 
the satisfaction of those livijjj; under the 
government, tint its character should be 
popular ; but it is obvious also, that popu- 
lauty ought not to be purchased at the ex- 
pense of principle, or of the public interest ; 
and that as it may be acquired by impio- 
per sacrifices, so it may be lost by an ad- 
here nee to the obligations of duty. When 
discussions aiise in any state or commu- 
nity, it is to be expected that the party 
which is in opposition to the government, 
will repre sent its proceedings in an unfa- 
vo arable 'manner. In such a case, the meic 
fact of its being unpopular de termines no- 
thing. Before that fact is adopted here, 
as a charge against a government, the 
causes of the unpopularity ought to he 
fairly investigated. If the stability of the 
governments abroad is to ^li’|>eu«i on the 
voice of lOeal faction or party, or on the 
opinions, more or less general, which local 
communities may be induced to adopt; and 
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not on the reason of things, there is an end 
of the supremacy of the executive body at 
home. On this account even when govern- 
ments are wiong, and are seen to’ be so by 
the unbiassed 'disc of those around them, 
it should he demonstrated ilia t the autho- 
rities hoieaet from then own deliberate 
judgment, and not from extraneous influen- 
ce®. 

In the ca«e now before us, of Sir G. 
Barlow, against whom the charge of un- 
popularity is often and vehemently in ged 
in this eounti v, it is manifest that the 
causes whence his unpopularity at Fort 
St George has chiefly spiuri 1 ;, *aro the 
affair of Mr. Sticrson, the proceedings 
eonnected with tlic Carnatic debts, ami 
the discontents of the officers of the ar- 
my. hi all these ca ( s, I lie objects lbr 
winch lie and the majority of the coun- 
cil contended were public principle and 
public justice, the just interest and au- 
thority of the company , in opposition to 
private interest, which was deeply con- 
cern! d in every one of tin se ca'cs. He 
had also to carry into effect the difficult 
Imt iicciNSiry w oi hof great rchenelunonts, 
which hardly any efforts on the part or a 
;:ow Miment can render palatable ; and it 
has appi.ned what an extraordinary coni- 
lunation of fiction* he h«ul to lesist. li!‘ 
is no: ■ » s fai as we know, accused of hav- 
ing actid tio’n selfish or interested views 
— the CL.jr.s s against his p; rsou.il charac- 
ter resper ting elm lb his Uinpcrund mau- 
ner. He is rcpic'untid a* eold and u- 
pulsive, then, (not ve»y miMstciHly) as 
violent iiikI harsh, and it would '•ccm fmm 
all ti»e*r accounts, as if his mauiieis had 
no small influence in producing the re- 
bellion. But we do not undci stand that 
Sir G Bai low has in fact been impelled, 
as frequt ut expressions in the dissents be- 
fore us might lead the reader to conceive, 
from any thing violent, harsh, or irasci- 
ble in his character. We me led to be- 
lieve that he is a man of a calm, temperate, 
mind; and though he is unpopular with 
those to whose ambition or interest his 
st use of duty lias placed him in opposition, 
or with othcis influenced by their re- 
presentations, yet we cannot easily express 
our sense of the injustice done him, when 
lie is desnibed in the language of Mr. 
Patron, himself entirely unacquainted 
with the scene, as “ held in execration by 
a whole settlement, civil and military 
and by Mr. Elphinstone, who, taking oc- 
casion to speak of another gentleman, 
lieutenant-colonel Leith, an ftificer high- 
ly distinguished by his talents, and his 
faithful able discharge of the difficult and 
obnoxious office of judge advocate general, 
is pleased to say, that ^ he is a man al- 
most as much detested as Sir G. Barlow 
himself.” Nor can we forbear remark- 
ing here, that, it is in papers wherein 
passages of this nature are not unfre- 


qucntly found, wherein Sir G. Barlow 
is charged with intentionally keeping back 
the records, (when, as it now appears, 
there was nothing kept hark or concealed,) 
with monstrous absurdity, with folly, and 
wickedness — that he is al«o represented, 
on the ground of his public writings, 
which, in our humble opinion, are con- 
spicuous for temperate manner and official 
style, as dealing “ in violent, malignant 
invertm,* 1 ' — “ in abusive lan r na» # c: without 
measure, attacking i expectable characters, 
without either proof or probability to 
support hi 1 * assertions” Though these last 
larges sue founded on Sir G. Barlow's 
writings, of which, as they are now print- 
ed, the. world will judge, the opinion in 
general delivered by the authors of the 
dissents respecting Ins character must 
have been adopted from the report'- of 
others, as these gentlemen themselves had 
no personal knowledge of him. Those 
opinion*, entirely coincide with the repre- 
sentations of his adversaries, as do the 
virus of flu* tiaiisactioes at Madras,* given 
gcnci.iily in tin* dissents; which, in onr 
appichcnsioii, furnish p very remarkable 
instance ot judging against the great mass 
ofreemded evidence*, and according to tin* 
t( nor of anonymous, interested, unproved, 
aenisa.ion This appears still more striking 
when a fact, which wo believe to be un- 
disputed, is considered , namely, that 
every one of the authors of those dissents 
voted, a very short time before the date* of 
them, for tne continuance of Sir G. Barlow 
a** govermn in a mw commission for the 
government of Madras. 

But, art* 1 !* all, Sir G. Barlow appears to 
have lived in entire cordiality wito a most 
respectable part of the community of 
Fuit St. George, including the eminent 
person who presides m tin court of justice 
there, two of the meinbeix of council, the 
successor to general Mafdowall in the 
command of the ar*nv, and other dis- 
tinguished servants, civil and military, as 
well as to have carried on the public busi- 
ness in great harmony with the supreme 
government and the other presidencies, 
and with the commandcis of his majesty’s 
squadron. 

• If, in pursuing through thorny paths, 
those laudable objects which have been, 
described, he had even somewhat erred in his 
course, he would still be entitled to our 
respect ; but if, from principle and duty, 
be lies, unswayed by all the influence with 
which he was sun on tided, ami unawed by 
the most formidable combinations, any 
governor had to contend with, sacrificed so 
many personal considerations, and hazarded 
all personal consequences; if he has also, 
by extraordinary fortitudes energy, and 
ability, crushed faction, subdued rebellion, 
and established the just authority and dig- 
nity of government, he lias exhibited a high 
example of public virtue and public service 
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as honourable to the country, as it would bo 
disgraceful to it to reward such a man with 
obloquy and condemnation. 

Wo come now to the question of flic re- 
moval of !W». Petrie from the couwil of 
Foil St. Georue, and the icasons on winch 
that measioo wa* loimdtd. 

Concerning the time and manner in which 
tlu* qiu 'iion was hioughl fniwaril in the 
court of directors, the cn < umstain cs and 
the motives w lueh led to the mtioduetrnn of 
it at that time; tor i.awie’* In which the 
votes w< re cris « n upon it, and an imlna *cd 
majority finally decided f*u a now c*mi- 
xnisMon of government, w herein the name 
of Mr. Petrie 'ini'Ur.l, me latethap*- 
man and deputy < hah mao m r 'pt»*>"i 1 son to 
tiie reprc'eut tiions *»iv*m in tl.e dissents, 
h,r r r laid before the (onit a )c*fdicatoi> 
sliiuineiit, to tie ae: mae\ of which, as 
far ns it describe* «vi;at passed :n i!ie ^sitings 
of the court, we mu^r beat owr testimony, 
and we tru^t it wd: ,h* found < li Ttuaily to 
settle all the-e nu hininarv pomts. 

Put to ><m e ot'u-;- |)*!in!sof a pv* hunna’v 
nature, \vc nnet ourselves pail'.'Milaily 
speak. 

The dls-ent« gencnllv assert, in substance, 
whr.t Ikk been peiemptorliv atbinmd in 
print, m the introduction to Mr. Peine’** 
statement. that h« has “ b'*en d.^nn^ed 
fro'c hi< Mmarioi* in mimcl, f«r no < tlier 
icioOii Than Ins having prc*i med fin cor.i- 
plia'-ee ^ jib h •* duty, and with the repeal- 
ed oi .ci's of the e art of dnec'cis to the; 
membeiv <»f their differ* nt ccuneiM to 
rcc« rd, ::i decorum* and niode-t language, 
his di*" ,, nt to prectediiiL'S which lie con- 
sidered f«» lie s*ib\er*ive of Jthc law, and 
dan^Mioii* to the pnh’ie service.” To this 
a^eiM nv.r must oppose the most positive 
and tii'ti'Ct denial, a* we did to the same 
allej aben wlun first advanced in the di*- 
ci»*ssui»i in contt. And we must also c.nn- 
bat a damzei'uis onn lpV, which may be 
implied in in beduc* d fioni the unfounded 
account litre given. True it is, the court 
of director** haw c icon rag* d ami requited 
that the member'* of then* government* 
shall .state on the minute- of council, in 
temperate and deem on*, language, their 
reasons I’m diluting’ to measures of nn- 
portance adopted by the majnri'y. We 
appose of those in*h action*, and intend 
to abide by them; bet it never was the 
meaning of the court of di. color 4 *, that a 
pi nth man s i. folding hi'* opinien in oppo- 
sition 1o any measure ‘‘hon’d exonerate him 
from responsibility for that opinion, and 
for the line of conduct followed hy him in 
jcqiect to that measure. Snell a const ruc- 
tion would afford an easy retugc from the 
consequences of the most exceptionable 
proce< ding, and destroy one treat u*e of 
|Jie regulation, which is not only to bring 
before the of directors all the argu- 

ments against, as well as tliose for great 
measure; , but to afford them the meant 


of judging more strictly of the conduct, A 
principles, and tub nts of every member of 
government. And it is further to be ob- 
served on this head, that m the Micntu swing 
the exercise of a decent freedom of opinion, 
the court of director* have utterly pro- 
hibited all factious opposition. 

We theietore totally ;h ik also the un- 
unranted conclusion assumed in the dis- 
sent-.. that the emm •;!*• of om governments 
ahi'»ii*l will h. neef inh ho reduced to a cy- 
pher, an ! the mvernor possess the sole 
power, whvroby the government will he 
mulct H arbitrary. The comdusion being 
deduct «! fioni unfounded meiniscs falls of 
itself . * hut besnh"* iliat the present mea- 
sure is not lihelv to lead practically to any 
such doctrine in India, it Will always be 
tree that a rnmiscllo 1, cannot divest him- 
self of respon*ibilil\ any more in support- 
ing than in opposing the mcasiuc* of a 
inn j oi il v. 

S< conrlly. It is lo bora* *fnb , ‘ remem- 
bere«l to.it t’ne real question h< foil* u^, was 
n t '•imply whither Mr. Thine should be 
muon I from council, but wlc tinr lie. 
w ' o, ti tough tiie whole progress of a most 
.u -nu*us period, had opposed that < nurse of 
iiuasnivs which the authorities at home 
lave judged to have been pi opt r and m- 
etssirv, or cither of the other two nvil 
in* min is of eonneil, who had uniformly 
Mippoiiid tnat corr*c of measures, should 
be continued in the council. There was 
a n<re*Mt\ of removing one, sir Samuel 
Auciiiniifv, the newly appointed roinmaud- 
er iu-rliief, having been also nominated to 
b*’ second in council, and the whole num- 
ber of cor iwllms being bv law limited to 
three. Tae question than was whether 
Mr. Petrie, who had opposed those nua- 
suns, or on*' of the other two member*, 
bo*ii of whom had supported them, should 
be rt moved. The dissents, in discussing 
this imasuie, have introduced, we think 
improperly, allusions to personal motives 
wh eh may have biassed in the adoption of 
it. We trust that we might safely leave 
our characters to speak for themselves 
agan»«t any allusion of that nature ; but in 
a time of so much misiepn sentation, \vc 
think it not amiss to decline, eaHi from con- 
sciousness in himself, and from belief tor 
the whole, that we have been go veined in 
tliis affair by the gr* at motives of public 
duty and public good. u That Mr Petrie’s 
defence not been heard,” and“ that he 
has been removed on cl. ind< stine ovid« uee,” 
we are surprised to see some of the dissents 
asserting, when his minute is a professed 
defence, delivered by himself to the board 
of Madras, in answer to the charges brought 
against him by sir G. Barlow ; and when it 
was acknowledged by some of his support- 
ers, in the discussion of the subject, that 
there could be no doubt of the anthenticity 
of the copy of that document, laid before 
the court utfder the signature of the secre- 
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Itary to tlie government of Fort St. George. 
Wt acted upon the statement of those char- 
ges by sir G. Barlow, and that defence by 
Mr. Pflrie, not upon anonymous publica- 
tions of any description, as seems to be idly 
surmised, nor upon private application, nor 
to gratify any individual. And as to the 
objection made, when those documents so 
authenticated were laid before the court ; 
“ that the Madias consultations were not 
then at rived,” an objection which was over- 
ruled from the exigi ucv of the rase, and the 
apprehended sufficiency of those docu- 
ments, paitieiilarlv the evidene * 1 fiom the 
defence of Mr. Petrie himself, it lias been 
found that those consultations, sitice re- 
ceived, contain nothing more upon the sub- 
ject. 

The dissents have also introduced a com- 
parison between the meiits and services of* 
Mr. Petrie and sir G. Barlow. The mep- 
«uie of icuioving Mr, Petrie which a sense of 
duty imposed on us, we adopted with ic- 
luctann , but with no wish to say 01 do any 
tiling which might add to the pain lie must 
naturally fetl on such an occasion. Those 
gentlemen wlio espoused bi^ raus* have, by 
arraigning that measure, forced us into a 
defence of it, and hence, into an examina- 
tion of Mr. Petrie's conduct which we 
would otherwise have avoided. Wc think 
this comparison was still less expedient. 
Had the arduous fr;«k been accM»iph.-li**d of 
establishing by argument, (a mode which 
has not been adopted,) that Mi. Petrie wa*» 
right in the line of conduct he held respect- 
ing all the controvciUd cjiie-tions, it would 
still have remained an undertaking of no 
small difficulty to prove that Mi. Petrie’s 
preceding services had surpassed iu impor- 
tance and merit those of sir Gem go 
Barlow. But we do not feel ourselves cal- 
led upon to occupy time in discussing a 
question upon wnieh we confess, without 
meaning any disrespect to Mr. Pctiie, we 
were not aware, until we saw the dissents, 
that the opinion advanced upon it in them 
had been at all enteitaincd. Only as to the 
extent of time ami tiie employment* in 
which the two gentlemen have served the 
company, wc should pist observe, that it is 
indeed above foity yeais since Mr. Petrie 
entered the service, but that he lots passed 
only twenty-eight years in India, having 
been, since iiis first appointment, four times 
at home, twice for six years at a time , 
whence it is natural he should be better 
known here than sii G. Marlow, who has 
never been in England since lie first entered 
the service m 1778, a period of thirty -0110 
years. With respect to employments, Mr. 
Petrie, after having held several respecta- 
ble offices for short periods, became inci- 
dentally a member of council for six weeks 
io 1787. In 1788 the court passed some 
animadversion on one part ot his conduct 
in a paragraph to Madras, which was 
struck out by the board of commissioners. 


and an approbation substituted. In 1789 
lie came back the third time to England 
with a recommendation from the Madras 
government “ that lie might be” (not extra- 
ordinarily remunerated or distinguished 
but) ‘‘allowed to return to the service 
when bis health should permit.” In 1791 he 
went again to Madras, with the appointment 
from home of third in council, ami to suc- 
ceed pro tempore to the government in case 
of vacancy; but in i?92 he came home the 
ft *u rt 1 1 time. In 1799 he it turned to Ma- 
dras with the appointment fiem England 
of #i seat in council, stud the temporary suc- 
cession to tli* government. In 1802, Mr. 
Petrie was pi< seeled by the couit, as is 
sTatt d in one of the dissents, w ill. toe sum 
or' i(),ono pagodas, “ as a niaik of the high 
sense they on kr rained of i.k long and faith- 
ful services.” His tyne of actual service 
then amounted in all to about 20 years : and 
as M<is present, which was given when lord 
William B*miinek was appointed successor 
to hud Clive, is 'quoted to aggiavate theul- 
ledged injustice of his lute removal, we 
must tkdi l\ sav, that if it is ink mled to ad- 
duce Ihe present as a “ proof” of the supe- 
riority of Mi . Potiie’s sei vices, in length or 
in value, to those of many other servant* 
not so remunerated, a review of facts will 
not, in our opinion, support the intention. 
Mr. Pftrie has itmaiiicri m India since 
1798, and the course of lus seivice under 
the governments of lord Clive, lonl Vt iliiam 
Beiiliek, and sir George Bailow, with the 
short peiiod of less than four months in 
which he held the government himself, is 
sufficiently known. SirG. Barlow is known 
to have devoted Iuium If, through Hie whole 
of Ins .seivice, to an lminteimpted course 
of public labours bv which lie has been, 
ever since tb^ begun! mg of the year 17R7 y 
that is, soon afti r lord Cornwallis entered 
on the government of India, emiiuntlv dis- 
tinguished. In the year 17^8 lie" was ap- 
pointed to the charge of tiff' secretaryship 
of the revenue d< partim nt, and held it 
during all the peiiod in which the treat 
institutions of l« rd Cornwallis resp* cling 
the land tenmes of Bengal, and the admi- 
nistiution of justice weie framed, hi J?9f> 
he was called to the arduous employ uu nt 
of chief seen tary to the invirnnunt, and 
hi 1 80 j appoint d a monibci of the sup-ouic 
govermiK nt. He has been twice nomir aied 
successor to the office ef govern i--i i ural, 
has tilled that offkv two yv.*rs. w ,i remov- 
ed from it only bv lus n ijt stv - Warrant, 
and was in 1 807 appointed to I e • overn- 
ment of Madras. Sof *r arc k.e ti slimouies 
in favour of Mr P-dnc from bein^ “ un- 
pn cedenicd iu the annals of the company,’’ 
— dll expr* ssion which surpiisul u — that, 
if the public records .lie eousultro, tiio.w in 
favour of sir G. Barlow, both from hi me 
and from India, will be found wore unme« 




course of the pre- 
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ceding reivew, we have been led to advert 
to certain tacts and documents which were 
not under the notice of the court of direc- 
tors when the imasiue ot* removing Mr. 
Petrie was adopted, we desire to be under- 
stood as not listing that measure in any de- 
gree upon them, hut as quoting them only 
to illrstiate the piopricty ot* it , and the me 
rits of the genet til questions under discus- 
sion. But haling, in the same -icView- 
taken treejm nt occasion to dcVmr our sen, 
timeut* upon pai tit ular points in the opi- 
nions or conduct of Mi. lMric, which an* 
either professed in In* minute, or fairly 
deducible from it, or are c ueidated by 
other facts publicly known at the him* of 
Lis removal, wo must request that. though 
our observations of that natuie cannot be 
recapitulated here, they may bcconsidcictl 
as having then intiuenced otii judgment and 
as being now mged in support ot it. And 
whenever our conduct in lelutimi to this af- 
fair shall be examined, we pintcsf against 
excluding, in the consideration of it, the 
utcrcgoiug observations, more parlkuhuh , 
though not exclusively, those which i elate 
to the questions concerning general Mhc- 
tlowull, colonel Cappei and major Boles, 
the discontents of the officers, the siispi u- 
iions ot’ the 1st of May, the test of the tfoth 
July, wid the causes which terminated the 
revolt. 

Fifthly. M e shall, therefore, after these 
intioductory r« m.wks, pioceed to state in a 
surnmaiy way, under genet al heads, the 
'grounds upon which our opinion was form- 
ed, and we think is justified, that the re- 
moval of Mr. Petrie from coyneil was pro- 
pel and iicccssaiy. 

lsl. Mr. P( trie was, in onr judgment, 
totally wrong in bis whole system of 
policy with r«*spect to the officers of the 
armv. We do not itu an th.it '“oucilia- 


tiou is not at all turn s desnuble, and ought 
not to have l*en picfemd if it had been 
practicable; but that the insubordinate 
seditious conduct of the office is left no 
mean*. <,f conciliation on the part of go- 
vernuient, unless passive submission to 
insult and degradation be called such, and 
that these means would only have increased 
the measure of military usurpation, and 
rendered the government incompetent to 
the proper perfoinianee of the high duties 
entrusted to it. Mr. Petiie, in the whole 
of his conduct and reasonings, seems not 
to have seriously taktn into his contem- 
plation, the credit, efficiency, or secu- 
rity of the. government. He* has indeed 


spoken of “ dignity, firmness, modera- 
te a,’ of an 44 appjopriate general order,” 
l ^ • u h w ould, as w e have shew n, have 
t - 11 aw a£t of imbecility; of “ producing 
bq-jnei effects at less expense;” and the 
authors of the .dissents, who liave coin- 
cided in his vio** ' * .’•*,* *i:‘ , sh.gene- 

n.l- language W the mum- km.l: 

Mi . Petrie nor they have given us the feast 


definite idea of the manner in which lie 
would have acted, had the conduct of 
affairs been in his hands, unless it were 
by concession : nor from the nature of 
the ease does it appear that then* was any 
possible inode of action, except by resist- 
ing insubordination ami sedition, or in 
one form or another, by conctssion, con- 
nivance, or passive ness, yielding to them. 
The ill success of attempts to gain the 
aimy by foiboarance, temporizing, and 
patience iindei open icvoH, was fully ex 
emplified in the ronduet of eolom I Mon- 
trcMir, commandant at Hvtirabad, and 
colonel Malcolm at Masulipatam. And 
in fact it appears that Mr. Petrie looked 
chiefly to concession. But whibt no leal 
attention was manifested by Mr. Petrie 
to the interest and the character of legiti- 
mate authority 7 , he seemed to **et no bounds 
to the lengths to which he woidd permit 
the army to go, rather Man enter into 
sciious contest with them, nor to consider 
what the effects of nimsti ained military 
licence and encroachment must be. \\ hilst 
he was alive to infinite dangois on the 
one side, he seems to liave adverted to 
none oil the other. To that the foiesigiit 
asciibcd to him does riot appear to have 
beui turned. The officer.*, on his prin- 
ciple*, must have had their will ; tin public 
tlisgiaee of goveinnicnt in its compilltd 
re^cjiidiug of its own ordeis parcel for 
the suppression of open tebiliion; the 
removal from office of iudwidiials, whose 
merits had rondeied tin m obnoxious to 
tlir officers , the e-tuhlij-lmient of the 
“ lights of 1 lie army ” — tlu recommen- 
dation at leant of govonmnnt for the 
“ appointment of* a i< pn sontatiw of 
the anny” to council; the overthrow of 
n trenchnient*-. <S.'<\ We mean not that 
Mr. Petrie has said this, but that it would 
be tiie icMilt of his system. He thong'. I 
that if an open conflict was prevented, 
the grand point was secured ; and to ob- 
tain this it would seem, for any thing 
that appears, lit* would leave abandoned 
to chaiice all other consequences. “ To 
my judgment,” says Mr. Petrie, 41 the 
icpeal of evciy order passed fur the last 
eight mouths,” (his meaning is probably 
the same as m hi* statement, where lie 
says twelve months) “ would be a leaser 
evil than shedding a drop of British 
blood in,, a civil contest.”. . . 44 To me 
concession seemed as a feather when plac- 
ed in the scale against the revolt of the 
army, a civil war, and the probable- loss 
of the comftry.” He seeks to justify his 
opinion by saying “ that greater powers 
than ours had conceded to expediency 
or necessity.” The allusions which it 
would appear lie had in view here, namely, 
the proceedings of the volunteers in Ire- 
land, and the mutiny in our Beet, were 
cases utterly different, not threatening 
the subversion of the British government ; 
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and, in assuming that concession was dic- 
tated to the Fort St. George go vein incut 
by “ exp< * dei.cy and necessity,” he has 
begged the whole question. The result 
lias at least proved that concession was 
not liocissery. But Mr. Pi trie dees not 
appear t) haveimd an idea that icvolt could 
have been successfully resisted ; and, 
utter hr hit, sten the* coiitraiv, he uas 
(dangerously we think ' assigned to gr*\it 
and snif'd r good fortune,” what was the 
itfcri <<f t'u real ^titogih and i.it.ouul 
nn a*urcs of government. It would s»*cm, 
iiuhtd. that lie uppr.kc«hii no danger 
fioni tin hugest concession*. He flioo'.dit 
that sir G. Hallow ha/..ir , t» , d e\o,y thing 
torn form, and that his muico.M'-e would 
have secured the substance. And In re it is 
that we hold Mr. Hutu to lure been e\- 
MuiJiallv wanting in t!ie judgment mpmed 
ill the .station ami cireinn* t »ne«w ia wl u’a 
lie was placed. It is our d( ctded op»iw« n 
that Mr. I Vine's sploii vw*nl*l ha\e 
saeriliced the sulelame, would lu.\e 
weakened an l d< gra h d the «:ovi i imicnt, 
and have ^ivc n an .ise* 'ld.mcv to tlie miii- 
taiv poser, wlmli must tit lie r in me 
end ha\e been opposed with more disad- 
"\ai;fa! <■ bv an open st niggle, or h.i\ e been 
pimb'et 've of confusion and danger, 111 - 
ti itii‘1 d Mil < \teroal. The i fleet of Mr. 
JYineV Mu.de of thinking on iii* subject 
is not to be eoiifiited to his own cumin' I 
onl}. The gt*nei al tcuour both of his senti- 
ments and coudn t must have Inen known 
to the army and the public, and witbcut 
supposing an} factious view on his parr, 
have p’odccid an influence prejudicial 
to the government. And ha\mg not only 
sset id upon, hut published to the world, 
those sentiments in favour of imhlinitjv** 
com essmiV to the ainiy, ami against all 
senous le^Vtance to them, we think it 
w.is* limit that a prison known to hold 
.such senium u ts should remain a member 
of goxeiiumnt, m the station too next 
the dun , and more especially at a time 
when unuiiimitN in the government upon 
this giciii q.vstio.i of the line of policy 
to be I iv t d w i'li 1m. .mn\ was so leqmsite, 
and vi lien Hu. cm tpnvoeal ami decided 
suppo: 1 1 »: the im a '•ui es of that government 
by the court ot dneetors was so impor- 
tant. 

gd. Upon the principles or iqumoiis Mr. 
Petrie himself has a vowed, his iSondurt ap- 
pears tons to have been i xhemely culpable. 

In the niouih of Oetoiier, Uu>/ y wiun 
ho was in the goveniiut nt, he stated repeat- 
edly and f ncibly to the court of direc- 
tors, that a very dangeions spirit of in- 
jbubordimition and cabal had lately shown 
itself in the arm}, (which must he dan 
genius to all armies) which, after the 
events that had agitated the Native army 
of that presidency, might lead to conse- 
quences of the most fatal nattiVe : aud w r c are 
satisfied,” continues the public letter of 


his government, signed by him, “ that, 
nothing but a firm determination to resist 
and to punish every appearance of dis. 
respect to the public authority, can up- 
hold that degree of discipline which is 
essential* to tlieexistenci of your army." 

We hear no more of this language or tone 
from Mr. Petrie in the government of 
his successor, although the spirit of insub- 
ordination was progressive, originating, 
as was observed before, from no act of 
sir G Barlow’*, and had become osten- 
sible jn cabals, combinations and factious 
piocci dings, betme gi m ral Maedowall 
commenced his puieie outrages against 
liie gowinmeui. 7\Ir. Petrie appears 
wholly to, overlook ice course of highly 
iiisiil) riii.te, fudioos conduct pm&ued 
by th.it ofliccr, wit »->i:t restive, among 
those uiiihr uis emmiMU.I in tue piogress 
of li.e y< .ir i: a <■ Mirvc of which, as 

it w«» i’VKi rail k.rrvu, ?V. PetiiO could 
imt have hen ign*nu»e. And w!un tene- 
ni M.k hi w. ui wer.1 io a ! » gth no other 
man hf d ( \«.r ’'en.iiH-l uumi, i i p.’.biiclv 
iiisiil • * M', t,»( guwi imr'if, Mi. Pelue eh es 
thegenei.il in. nr (* * i.fueci the mild 

tjuAiei «f (iisiisp. ctiul, for passing 
it over witumiL any evrise of severity, 
a* lie c»xpn s.‘es it. to gv in ral Maedowall, 
ami, m all the subs- qnout insults publicly'’ 
olJc.ei to i .i g/iveru-K »,* i/V the officers, 
hi i* utterly v. i, (fil'd I.i own declara- 
tions, th.it *• lii'-ebordimiiton mav lead to 
the most f.j.ii ciji'm qu< nees, aud that the 
discipline cw iilnd to the existence of 
the armv cannot be "pholdcu .without 
a til m determination in n *i-t and punish 
(viiy appeal anee of disnspict to the pub- 
lic autheijty.” Me thiou •! unit extenuates 
the pnicecUinjs r*t’ the office’s, whilst the 
language of hi* laiimte throws the chief 
blame on tiie g.»\ermn< nt. Instead of 
heamig any ino'c fioiu him of the neces- 
sity of supprif.ug the pflhlic authority 
and the ;iis. iphtn*' , of the army, he appeal? 
tu he niufo'mly fot Mitfuing evny thing, 
and yn Iding eveiy thin j, lather than enter 
into contest with the officers, which as 
the general tendency of his opinions and 
disposition must have bein known, could 
not fdl to amimiti itu disaffected. Per- 
fiaps it may bo t \pected, that in justice 
to him, we should notice a riBtiuctiou, 
introduced on li.is in ad in his statement; 
M Hut, if h.i !n»leuc<‘ in the army was 
cmifi* ed to u pail, and did not extend to 
a majority, it was our duty to meet the 
case with exemplary punishment ; but that, 
if the whole oi a great majority was dis- 
affected to governnu nt, the measures sir 
G. Bailo w prop. »■ cd were totally inappli- 
cable.” Upon Mr. Petries own reasoning 
he is censurable in not joining with govern- 
ment to suppress the earlier stages of iit- 
subordination, In fore it could be said 
that general disatlection existed; but in 
fact, the distinction here so broadly stated 
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terminates in this ; that if the seditions 
in the army ran only make their combina- 
tion general enough, they must not he 
resisted; a principle which, if govern- 
ments were to adopt, there mint he an 
end of the supremacy of the nvi 1 power 
over the military. 44 The* grievances of 
the army,” a phi ase Income common 
among the oftims, is a plnase repcaUdly 
employed in Mr. Petrie’s reasonings, and 
apparently with a decree of admission ; 
blithe enters into no explanation or dis- 
crimination touching those grievances. 
>Jow it i-> known that the unrcusoiiahic 
ami inadmissible claims ront.um d in the 
very iiupropei memorial of the officers 
pressed on goveinmen* hv general M »cdow- 
a?l, made tip at least a cnuridfi ai>*e j> u t cf 
their u grievances.*' Tin s«* tl.ii.n-, as 
well on account of liu ir nature, as be- 
cause tlu v were made in opposition to the 
acts of former goverunu lit* in which Mr. 
Petrie had concurred, or to the acts of 
the court of directors themselves, i* was 
the duty of Mr. Petr.e openly to rod^t. 
Instead of seeming to tolerate tin i i r hi in » 
set up, and remaining as grounds oh com- 
plaint, he should have fairly and publicly 
cxpu&scd his disapprobation of them, in 
order clearly to inform the airny of his 
sentiments un inis matenal subject. He 
could not, to be 'consistent with himself, 
allow t! at the claims were founded; nor 
does it appear that he thought them so. 
He has subscribed to the Foit St. George 
letter of the totli Septeniln r, UK)?, which 
states the aimv had no grievances; hut 
there is an iudi»rriniinaf mg toleration and 
indulgence unsporting 4 * griev ancc.s,” visi- 
ble in his minute, very different, from his 
style in October, 180#; and, in the ti rn- 
por and circumstances of the army \< ry 
incongruous to bis duty as a good im mix r 
of government. 

It cannot b<^ doubted, that whatever 
Mr. Petrie ’s opinion of ihc proceedings 
of government towards the army might 
be. it vv.'s ineuminnt on him to use ins 
utmost effort-, to restrain thin* eiiinin.d 
excesses, especially when they were ad- 
vancing to open insubordination and re- 
volt. Ifc has mentioned his endeav ours 
with individual otiii cis, and it would have 
been satis- factory to have seen something' 
of his correspondence, ami more of his 
proceeding'- on this subject ; but wc t!d lk 
this was red enough. In so great a crisis, 
it would lia\ e heroine a man in his high 
situation, .'ml possessing influence, as lie 
says himself, with* officers, to have inter- 
posed with them more publicly and zea- 
lously for the prevention of tuc evils he 
feared. Delicately circumstanced as lie 
was, it would have been proper and use- 
ful in him to have declared in a public 
minute his 'reprobation of insubordination 
and sedition ^ au«f of all agitations tending 
to them. From such an act, solemnly per- 


formed ami made known by a man whom 
the army looked upon as friendly to them, 
some good would probably have resulted, 
and, at least, it would have been a defence 
against misrepresentation. 

YTc think Mr. Petries conduct ill coun- 
cil, and towards the court of diicctors, 
in relation to the discontents of the army, 
liable to objection. It docs not appear 
that be fully' debated at the. board the 
nu asines there proposed ; hut he refers to 
private conversations with Sir O. Barlow. 
On such momentous subjects it was, on his 
own principle*, Ids duty to state his opi- 
nions ^pcnly in conned. Pi Ivate conver- 
sations .11 e no record ; and such an am- 
I»*;iimi> course of pi ivate objection and 
«id«'ns:blc passivciKss, leaves an opening 
tin maintaining afterwards, according as 
events t.nn out, eiiiur that measures were 
opposeu, or that they were a quiesced in. 
Upon the seme principles tf it Mr. Petrie 
recorded Ins dissents to the measures of 
government against individuals, it was 
his business to enter his objections to the 
proceedings of government on git, it ques- 
tions which involved the highest inti icsts. 
Unit*.- Sir G. Harlow** minute, written a 
year aftei the commencement of the aitny 
agitations, had, with Mr. Petrie’s nply, 
pioduecd explanations, the court of dnee- 
tors probably neverwoiild have known the 
opinions or the line he held respecting 
those .subjects ; hut seeing Ins .signature 
to ail the Ictteis r< biUve Uy them fiom thg 
government, without any counter-di cl. ra- 
tion, they would of course suppose he 
acted with his eolle igms, unless subsequent 
censure fiom the couit should have drawn 
forth ixcnlpatoiy infoi mat ion fiom him; 
whereas lie himself admits, 44 that flu* 
court will lcqtme to know the causes which 
have expound the state to such dangeis, 
and that he has an opinion of them very 
dilhient from the pioidcut’s.” 

:b We wish that Mr. Petrie had been so 
guaided in his conduct, as not to have 1c It 
it liable to the construction of affording 
countenance to the factious opposers of 
govermm nt. Whilst it is allowed that 
members of government possess the right 
of maintaining, with decorous freedom, 
their conscientious opinions on public sub- 
jects, even when they differ from the ma- 
jority, it is also to be granted, that how- 
ever they may oppose particular measures, 
itis tlit ir duty to uphold the general au- 
thority and efficiency of government, be- 
cause, w hen these are impaired, the ends 
of the institution of government itself are 
so far frustrated ; and, in a time of party 
violence, and of disputes between the go-, 
vernraent and any portions of the commu- 
nity, dissentient members of that govern- 
ment ought to be very careful, that whilst 
they adhere to their own opinions, they do 
not by their ^conduct otherwise, throw 
weight into the scale of factious opposition. 



STATE PAPERS, 




do not think Mr. Petrie has been suffi- 
ciently attentive to this material distinction. 
Supposing it even granted that the sup- 
porters of Mr. Sherson, of one party of 
Carnatic creditors; of general Macdouull 
and the subordinate officers, v> < u* all tight as 
to their pawietilar objects, yet, in going 
beyond tlio^-e objects, in combining to rc- 
vile and run down the governin'. ut, with 
the* view s at length apparent, of effecting 
a change in the iithuini.sl ration of it, they 
broke in upon th^resp -et and n * crcnci* 
due to the oidiiumrc of gov i rumen t, and 
acted injuiiously to the puidic intm sis. 
No appearance should have In en admitted 
from whence they or the pubV fuight 
imagine that all tlie nmmbcn of die go- 
vernment did not decidedly i (probate all 
tendencies of this hind. But Mr. Pet-rub, 
friendships and intimacies mciu uufiitn- 
uately to have been very nmcii with the 
persons in opposition to the government, 
and to have been kept up after then oppo- 
sition bad become general and notorious. 
\V r e do not say that he was to have up 
Ins real opinion of the innocence of any 
individual, because government bad thought 
him gmlry ; but ccitamly, utter such indi- 
vidual had been publicly marked by tiic 
(insure of government, and had, in come- 
qiMMicc, been laiscd into popuhnity hy tie* 
disaffected as a martyr to the injustice of 
government* it wa* Mr. Peiiic’s duly to 
abstain from whatever might be eonstuied 
to countenance such a spoil of laet’on. 
But aftei the suspension of Mr. She. son, 
and after bis ca^e bad become a i ally mg 
point for the disaffected, wo find, by Mr. 
Petrie’s own account, that lie i* fieijnently 
and familial ly leeched at Ifs home. Mr. 
Pell io sav", one reason of this was, tliat 
he might obtain from Mi. Sherson huiw'lf, 
explanation^ eoneennng h:s accounts, which 
he ( Air. Peti ic)was then investigating for his 
civVii satisfy non, after the giam committee 
ond goveiiimeiit hail piouoniiced Mr. Slici- 
son guilty. We cannot but doubt, in the 
lirM place, the propni tv, under all existing 
eirciiiufftaiiees, of a piivate ('xanuu.it ion of 
till, kind between Mr. Petrie and the ac- 
cused ; hut must not Mr. Petne h«i\e been 
aware, that tli? public could not know' of 
tin* reason assigned by him for seeing Mr. 
Sherson so fie.ijuently ; and that the fami- 
liar leception of Mr. Sheisou at hr home 
would be interpreted as liiteiulc!) 10 give 
him tin 1 same countenance and stippo#r,w hit b 
he had from a paity, because under Ihe dis- 
appiobation of government? .So with ic- 
spect to lieutenant-colonel Senth^er, major 
Boles, and captain Grant, of whom the 
first and last were suspended on the 1st May, 
and major Boles on the 31 st January. Mr. 
Petrie, in admitting that these officers oc- 
casionally called upon him, says, that “ all 
the objects of his communications with them 
wa^ through their influence to allay the 
alarming ferment which was rapidly spread* 


ing from one station of the army to the 
other, &o.” Now', as here again, the re- 
ception given to gentlemen, known to be 
in hostility to the government, might 
easily be, misinterpreted by the army, so we 
must confers that it seems an unfor lunate 
proceeding in Mi. Petrie to have cho-en, 
for the purpose of allaying discontents in 
the at my, officers w hom the government 
found it, uecc’-saiy to suspend for insubordi- 
nation or sedition ; and against the fiivt of 
whom, lieutenant-colonel Sentleger, Mr. 
Petrie, as we have seen befoic, had, on the 
V 1 st October, U507, made very strong re- 
pi equitations on account of insubordinate 
ca^ducl ; namely, that In* had “ placed 
himself m the character of a defender of 
the general uueiests of the company’s army, 
and that he w i* cage: to promote danger- 
ous dmCmsiou ; whence government were 
impressed with the strongest sense of the 
daugcious tendency of in* inflammatory ami 
fictions proceedings.” And aftei waids in 
the same letter it is stated, u tliat the dan- 
gi rou- spun of cabal in the army bad been 
pnaily Indumed by tl.e impunity with 
whirl. h'Miteuan'-co'onel Sentleger had Iri- 
tli.u to he< u enable d to hi axe and liimlt the 
imlhonfy ot gov einnn nt. w 'Mr Pctuc was 
tin n sensible Hint unpmiits added to m 
Milwi delation,; “and that lie was held up 
at tli" pim- ipal military *t«n mils the chain- 
pionoftiie rights of the army, ” hv. Into 
the defence of lieut' iiaiit coloni 1 Sentleger, 
wJiic i Mi. Petne seems to adopt, against 
Ihe cliiii ge on which he was suspended, wc 
shall i.ot beUMMitei, as thei^e will be ano- 
tli. r ol casion to eon-nlei that charge, and 
the pieotV by an Inch it is established : but, 
passing ou*r ubo tie* complimentary strain 
in \\ Mr. Pitne, in his minute, wiites 
of that officer, we cannot avoid expressing 
mu suipii/eat his (pioting, with appai cut 
vati-facumi, what lieutenant-colonel Sent* 
legri had stated to him as p;pt of !us de- 
fence ; namely, u that he bad endeavoured 
t > di^eouiare in the officeis iiiulei ins com- 
mand, eve tv idea of openly opposing the 
;mthoiit\ of government though it ap- 
pears tiom Mi, Petrie’s statement, that he 
understood this officer and nearly all those 
undei his command, to have taken an ac- 
tive p.ut in exclaiming against the, mea- 
sures i « lati ve to general Aiacdovxall, &c. 
and had signed “ceilain miiannnatoiy pa- 
pers which is tonic thing of the same 
nature us the observation Air. Petrie makes 
in behalf of colonel Capper and major 
Boles ; that tiie remotest intention of cre- 
ating a mutiny in the mmy, could not be 
imputed to those officers. 

We certainly could have wished to have 
seen Mr. Petrie actively and ostensibly 
Associating with men also of another de- 
scription, known friends to order and obe- 
dience, \for the purposes of ascertaining 
accurately, and of allaying the discontents 
•f the tinny i but even when ha loan t front 
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lieutenant-colonel South per, lt that a mast 
dangerous continuation existed in 'the 
southern army, “ t.» resist the oideis of go- 
vernment, and to 11:^1 - 1 on a red levs of 
giievuniu **,’ vw do not to. I that lie pro- 
ceeded to eoniiumneate thi^ intonmition, 
most nvpoi t,*ui as it w,*,», to sir G. !>m low- 
er his eolleagm <ni iho govenmunt. 

W(' are i nuimiutl to see, that 
Mr. Pi l lie’s dt fence of hmisclf, m anwar 
to sir G. Be.-low, dots not exhibit lumas 
living in Immls <»t‘ piivate intimaev ami 
contidmtui eomii>;ii.i>Miiou with any de- 
scription of pt l.stms hut sueli a> were in a 
state of hostility to the government, both 
in the civil ami unlit ar\ lines of the suviee. 
And on the whole of tins brad, m> fay* ate 
we from thinking with the a»d)nns <d’ rN‘ 
dissents, that Mr. Petrie lias refuted tin* 
uccii*atit>i>snfdi G. Barlow, that we .*it of 
opinion the f.mis he has admitted, and veiy 
iinsatish.etoi i)\ explained, establish a gnat 
deal; that liis lior.se was open to 1 :t n.d- 
eontents levin .dttr sir G. Barlow’s admo- 
nition, though he in.ght not siiiisrcpmid ly 
haw usk(i ; sespendt d servants to eoine to 
it ;) tiiat he was eoivodcn d as a' lin ml by 
a‘l those of Li'at desfi lptum wl.oite names 
are pronmn 11* m that time 01 ronimni.on , 
and it must bei'id. ul, ti.at a. .1 nriisc i- 
11 t\ viohtiily inliauud by the sp,m ,f 
p.ity ami fiction, in which *!ie i\>nr 1 1 t Id 
tt\ the sen. ml number of tm government 
could hot he rnolisci \t d, i ,i s m.nnti i.rm i- 
oft pinions w : ic 1 weic at " In In b\ those 
hostile tc r ir G. n.*i)uw. ami ha i.ppo* 
to the Mime ni« >i*i. u > id no*, j i.e.-eot wioli 
tliey li U« wnt oppiw d, n.i«,i.l, w 1* '-i t n.» 1 u 
giintcr pret lutuu than i j r, « • , in n„ni. 
r.illx interpi et« d by b.e il’fil i.t jail.iH 
Iimtid I !he :ow O', 1 • • , a- .1 

poi t and t iieoi • . in* nt t»* ; : v * .1 t ( ,u >< . 

St. me of liw ui'-ti* 1 - % .men nies on 

the dt ti.u uit*n ol hod ,n», int.i-i. / 
justice to -jr G. /'mbe. ,.n i t!.» gi nib in 11 
who s«.pp« jted 1:111.. :■» i.i«i »<••! 1.1 . a ;<> 
refit et oil tiie i< iith'i ' if Mr. iMm*. but 
tiiat he thought theeem' ur .>1 Mi. Pe u- 
fi'ioiur, is mu i.M, i"j? : in.m » » w p . j j o 
niti eouiM, and from }'.#■ pa -.--m u| i.i |# a 
f* r iiumei.i.iii l\ lolhvio. tin one nlboh d 
to; when in he say “Gj.im# t <1 eusis, 
Iiowevei, whin to place ih< nnttir on a 
bioad and general gun. ml, a^IionL g* vein 
inent might 1* it'-oiiably In attounli.l n- 
tialfii l may use that phi -im y to the .soft is of 
th commonwealth, t I.t dissent of a liiemhei 
of cornel' sy considerable 111 station, cha 
lactir, ami t-aanls, must athluiooal 

value to the useful and efficient snppoit 
wliicii iir G. Barlow and the publu: cause 
Jia't (h nvcu iroiii Mr. Oakes and Mi. Ca- 
saieaijor.*’ 

Wv, therefore, on the whole of this arti- 
cle, must express our fnli persuasion, that 
the condurt htld by Mi. Pctiic eouJd not 
but have been as sir O. Baiiow has stated, 
u productive of serious iiupcdimtnt to tUc 


administration of the affairs of govern niejjjf 
and of iiijiny to the public inti rests mill 
this in a way and to an txtent which the 
vnaintc nance of his ow 11 opinions needed not 
have proceeded, and for whirh his light to 
maintain those opinions forms no valid ex- 
cuse. 

-]. The last topic to which we shall 
advoii, is tlie re fusal of Mr. IVtric to sign, 
the address, framed by a lespeetab'e pait 
of the inhabitants of Madias, to sir Ci. Bar- 
low . 

In order to foini a ^iriert judgment 011 
this subject, we imisflook to the gt neial 
stale ot all airs under tne I'oi t St. George 
piesidcticy, at tne time w lit n the address 
\v.is proposed, and to the. import of the ud- 
dic sn 1 1 

^Ir. IV tiic, if uppenrs, refused to sign 
the address on the iJOlh Jul\. \t that turn' 
the dinger w,;s almost at it* highest point. 
It is an « ss(Mihal imstati ineiit wl»ii*li is made 
in Mr. l’etnc’s defence, “ tn.it tiicai 111 v hud 
thin inumfesttd uueipmoeal pro< t‘s of 
liluimng sub-o do:.. lion and obetlu nee." 
Tl e t.»ets st.ilt'd in tins papei , and tne most 
autlu title ih eitiiu ids eoneermiig the p:o- 
giess ot the it volt, piove iho contrai y. 
C'olom I Maleo m had hut a little bt fi re 
r< tinned fimn in's uiisiiceessful ithssiou to 
M.iMilipaiaiu. On the Jotli Jul\ , the gamson 
el Si ling iputaiu hioki out into open rebel- 
lion. Op. the dd VuLi.sl, enioiud Close was 
diiviri fmin llvdiabad. r fi:e aelmn with 
flu* bafialudis iium Chitllidi o« , th< sei/- 
me of tin public tHU'iiie in the not them 
'■li <■.!> s, tail* n.ulmy ri t K:h ie, the m.ireli .d* 
tm Jiiidnah fm ee t^wenis t'u- pit mb m y . 
rdi l-.ippi m*d aiur »im ..Oil: July . ami the 
tii'i indu ction of 14 tunnm*. obedienec, 
wlmli vas !!u si.bio.ission id’ tin liyitialhid 
fy’ co, is dab d t*ie lltii August, and emit 1 
m.t have naelnd the jin-idemy till tin 
1 <i!i m Win. Ti.us .» great p. it of the 
aim*, wusjii open re!u i um. ^1 Ii.* ulh *.i- 
ai.« t ui tin u-iVi.sat hast ipiestmaabJe. 

In ferns nf prblu pen 1 , tlie mode ot ad- 
dii -sing t.'ie evt.-nhs “i cl gowmmin: with 
pioresHimis id loy.dtv and -epport musimI 
and ndm.i!. it i-- proja i in gnve*mi.eiil>, 
at M'fh turn s, to aeeept ami even <o well 
foi siM'ji it -inaoiih s of Hlfarbnn at. Some 
t»f the n.o*»t la speetab’e ot tia in.iahiluui* 
of iMa.Ii a in a eii.as big w ■ th danger to 
that p. c siden.’V ami to India, thought it 
thcii duty to atiopt a nit tsutp of il. is kind, 
liie eliief justice, a man nt \t in lank to 
the govt mor, ami no less disiingmsl ed by 
bis chaiaetci than by bis st ilion, lm two 
junior members of couueil , tl e eommandt r- 
in-ciiicf of tin army, auu other com) .coons 
p< isons look the le ul. The addrtss went 
into no discussion of the measure* of go- 
vcimmnt. It only exprissco, on th< puit 
of the subseribeis, a disapt»rob 'tioft or the 
insubordin.nion that had rccudly shown 
lt.vi If among the otfict is of the ct rnpany’s 
atmy, to d^crous in iu tendency, witli 
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assurances of support to the interests of 
legal government, and u readiness to de- 
vote life And fortune to the maintenance of 
the public tranquillity. 

AVe would ask, whether, in the state of 
things at that moment, when the “ sword 
of revolt” was unsheathed, and the tlanus 
of civil wav likely to he kindled flu ouglmut 
the eoimtiy, every man, and especially 
every public man, wa> vmt called to take 
his hue? whether neutraitj was any longer 
consistent with duty ?— wnrthcr any loyal 
iiidii emslvl possibly taVic the side ol oppo- 
sition to lawful authority? and whetuer 
the address pledged to more than the sup- 
poit of the governim.mt bylaw established, 
and resist anre to the pimeiples of insu- 
bnuhnutimi and dis>)hedieuc« ? 

On what giminds tlim did Mr. Petrie re- 
fuse to Income a party to hiis address? 
He thought “ it njiqlit isicti use iiritation, 
am! pioduce an u nfavourable effect on the 
disposition uii tier .11 my, wuiei» l.ad tlieu 
manifested unequivocal proofs of returning 
subordination and obedu uce, and that tuc 
wounds were lieu- inning to heal.” This 
reason luiil nut, nbexdy shown, the least 
foundation , then vw re not any symptoms 
of uturnijq*, suboidniation nor of begun 
omenmnent. The principal reason, tin i<- 
foie, assigned hv Mr. Petne, wholly fails. 
He thought also* “ ti. at such a public ina- 
tnfestation of the sentiments of a jiait of 
the settlement, so strouuly expicsMil, 
(the expressions sue 111 oui opinion, remark- 
ably temperate) — “ Could <lo 110 possible 
good, hut might a Aid to the difficult hs which 
still opposed the: 1 trailing a eonsideiable 
part of the officers to their duty.” As it 
appears from vai ‘ions documents that the 
officers were eon hcioin they were acting a 
most criminal pai 't, it is fai more piobable 
that the public Election of a standard of 
duty ami loyalty must have struck them 
with a deeper si mse of their criminality, 
and mink their perseverance harder to 
themselvo. Th« difficulties still “ oppo- 
sing the recal oi" many of the officers to 
their duty,” is an idea gi owing out of the 
proceeding groiiinih’ss supposition of u un- 
equivocal proofs of returning subordina- 
tion,” and falls v *ith it. What means or 
what probability aj ipeared of recalling the 
offiecu, then remai lied, unless to convince 
them that they had not the power of over- 
awing and contro.’Jmg the government, 
which they believed themselves to possess? 
That only a part of the 'cttlemAit signed 
the address — (many mote might perhaps 
have signed it if Mr. Petrie had set an 
example) — is, in our opinion,, an unsound 
argument, although it is adopted in some 
of the dissents ; tor it is prec isely in times 
of faction and division that svicli add jesses 
are peitinent. Hut does the duty of ’sup- 
porting legal government, depend Oi 1 the 
numbers that may concur in that ob ject ? 
The duty surely attaches to every mdivi dual, 


whether he has many or few to act with him ; 
and if, on the occasion in question, but few 
were found, the greater was their honour, 
whilst those who refused to join them, were 
in our opinion highly culpable. Mr. Petrie, 
in the way of objection, alludes to “ the 
means of obtaining signatures; and one of 
the dissents explains this as if the author 
of it liaabecn an eye-witness, by saying the 
addiesi was carried from house to house 1 * 
by an officer whom he is pleased to '«rig- 
limfise, and who, according to him, “ flat- 
ten d and threatened as lie judged most 
likely to piev.ul, — to some he held foith 
promises ot the governor’s favour -ntheis 
lie tlncatcned with lus highest divplea.su re.” 
(*>u this passage we would observe, that 
there is not the least ve-tige of authority 
for it in tin* public recode, which the 
Inniouuibh- writer boost If has made the 
only 'Mudard by which our decision should he 
regulated ; nor is it ev» n supported by tin* 
slighter! dl.idnw of that “ ey parte evi- 
dence* which he obv oves, ,'hunld not 
be implicitly believed:* and we cannot 
say hou uiiv. ai\an, »bh apjuar> to us 
the whole of th s a tack not only umm 
a vi ■> deseivmg ollicir, to whose eha- 
m»ici we have ahiady dune some jiis- 
t>e(‘,^but on the highly re.-peetable nidi- 
viduflHkvho signed (he addicts, and in- 
died mi the loyal of standing 

fortli in defence of lawful government. 
Tin* liorouiable writer fm thcr says “ that 
it - any good consequence ctnihl have been 
cut pci ted tiom an adriiess, a meetmi* should 
have been called, and the adihrss* voted 
publicly.” This certainly would have been 
a most pernicious proceeding. We appre- 
hend *t wa> perfectly competent to any 
individuals, to set their names to a paper 
promising support to the constitutional 
authority at a time when it w as thieatened 
with Milnoision , hut for the inhabitants of 
Madia* to assemble collectively 111 oidor 
to debate or bi*cuv* anv ofjhe medsmes of 
government respecting the army, would 
have been to assume a veiy dangerous 
power to which they had not the le.et 
light, and to open a theatre foi all the cla- 
iiioms and abuse of faction, to the still dreo- 
er injury of government. Or if, in such 
an assembly, it were proposed to vote 
upon any ®fe.stiou, the real 1111pm t of which, 
however worded, would be whether the 
legal government should be suppcitcd or 
not, it would be something like treason. 
Mr. Petrie has appealed to the result of 
the address, which he says, instead if 
strength* ning the hands of government, 
lestoring harmony, mutual contidence, &e. 
&e. increase* animosity and contenti -ii. 
This mode of aigmng from conse- 
quences, (to which he has elsewhere ob- 
jected), seems to inquire effects from the 
nicasmc which it never could be expected 
to produce. The disaffected were m.t 
likely to be reclaimed by the address ; nor 
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is it a wonder that those whose policy it was 
to await events without taking a decided 
part, still wished to find excuses for not 
committing themselves, ami at the same 
time to have their refusal to sign the addicss 
considered as nodeci>ion against the govern- 
uent. But whatever real friends of go- 
f eminent concmred in the refusal, were 
injudicious fuends, and the conduef of all 
these descriptions of persons does not im- 
peach (lie piopriety of the measure of 
an address, nor tne mode in which it was 
conducted, by obtaining signatures, b« ing 
indeed (lie only mode that was open. It was 
still a noble testimony to tlie piineiples of 
order and loyalty, and shewed a hand <^f 
the very best subject" under that govern- 
ment to be devoted to it" siippoit. 

If thcie was a want ol attention to 
Mr. Petrie, as lie complains, m not fust 
consulting him upon the measure, it lay 
with the movers m it to answer that 
minor objection, which ceitainly could 
weigh but little in a question of so im- 
portant .1 nat uu. It is in god in Mr. 
Pctiic’s dt fence, that though lie refused 
to sign the add it -s, yet lie atfirwards stat- 
ed that, “ if the goveinnunt m council, 
or the geneial ua-v, attached aii^^ene- 
lidul impoitmci* to the public iflHpesL^, 
or Hut it could i lici t the pe.HlPhf the 
ftttlement, mislead any cm, or pie; cut 
mischief, it would be hi* duty to yield iii.s 
opinion to their*, and ath\ l.is name.” 
But the value and unpoitanee of Mi . 
Petrie's signature depended oil its being 
spontaneous. He had, “ nftci matin e 
and sc i ions eoiisiduatioc,” stated 1* is ita- 
aonswhy^ lie could uot, with prqnuty, 
give t!ic addiiss i is “■ sign dun* and 
lie still “ tiiouglit his eiusous just.” A "ig- 
natmi affixed at tin dc-m* of govemuent, 
under «U these cimun^laii' t ", which could 
not be unknown, v. ivld Law linn duniol 
an official act, not the oil* pi ing of ins own 
judgment and* uicimulnm, and wruhl 
place the yoviiniinnt in ti e light ol "<>!i- 
citing a count* nanci , v. huh, g ; u u m that 
way, would, after all, do tin in mile or 
no good. We do not, theielon*. wundii 
that sir (j. Barlow avoid'd going into 
the subject with Mr. lhtne, and left 
him to act acroi ding to hi" owtftoidgmcnt. 
'I’lie ofter of Mr. Petrie, as abWr quoted, 
st tins, liowevn, to inUicatc some nppie- 
liension, at least, in his n.iiid, that his sig- 
nature might be of iitipot tuner ; and we 
find it very difficult to conceive that lie 
must not have been sensible a dedai alion 
like that contained in the address, volun- 
tarily made by him in cornet ion with 
other distinguished characters, would have 
produced a beneficial effect upon the minds 
of the officers. 

At any rate, being called to it as he w as, 
lie had this plain qucstUm before him 
— whither he, the second member of the 
government, should appear to Ifee wwy 


and to the world as one of those deter* 
mined and pledged to support the lawful 
government against insuboifliuution, or 
as one of those who declined to give such 
a pledge, and to make such a declara- 
tion. He chose to appear in the latter 
class ; and let it be recollected this was 
at a crisis when the officers wherein 
actual rebellion against the government, 
and civil factions were also opposed to 
it. Let it be lecollected also, that Mr. Pc- 
tiie excuse d his not enleiingany dissent to 
eeitain measures which were supposed to 
have had an influence in producing the 
Vellore mutiny , because he would not have 
it appear there was any difference among 
the members of government at sociitical 
a eoujiinctuie. Must lie not then have 
been aware of cons! ructions unfavourable 
to government, which would be put on 
his present conduct ?’ What was the lowist 
nitei pi elation that would b** made of (his 
preceding by the offi<ei> ? We connive 
tins — that lie was not to be considered as 
acting with the government in their prin- 
ciples or meusinrs respecting the army ; 
Unit he bore with all theofficfi'i had done, 
even to the leurihlc crime of tinning their 
aims against the govei niiinit,iuidser/Wg the 
foi ts and Measures of the public ; that lie did 
not .**1 .ol out treaty with them upon the 
basis of their own demands, which uiclud- 
t il km oial ion of officers dismissed for 
sedition, &.c. to which treaty a genual 
animsty mils*, of eouisc, he preliminary; 
tli.it, tluietoie, l.e was not disposed to 
i cjm 1 1 to the iiuhtaiy means (ample as 
they weie, ) which government li.nl for 
it" own piotection , but, in short, looked 
only to a pn scut compromise, or rather 
tuatv, of Mieli kind as emild be obtained, 
incimiing piohahly a nten nee, to thearii- 
val.md dicisums of lord Mmlo, who had 
alnudy deel.m d buns* If against the whole 
\»sYm of l ! ‘e officers, or \ it fcivnco, eon- 
o-.iimg points .dually in i fleet yielded, to 
the eoi.it of dircetoi", wiio would thus 
be brought into the gieattst embarr.ixs- 
liuiit, whilst it would ’flaw left the Knit 
Nt. (i< oi ge government in the most humi- 
liated stale, and ti.e of) ic< rs full Icimiic 
to eonsoliuate their daugorous ascen- 
dancy. 

This course was rovlly, according to 
all the explanations of Mr. Petrie himself, 
the one for which he was an advocate; 
but, in tilts temper and slate of the army, 
it appears to us that it necessarily involved 
an abandonment of the' just principles 
of all government, of the authority, 
ci edit, and efficiency of the Madras go- 
vernment, of the proper control of the 
army in future, and thence an abandon- 
ment of the highest interests of British 
Iudia. 

Wc therefore thought, and still think, 
that Mr. Petrie essentially failed on this 
upp^rtaul ctcajifivii] in tkc duty wluck 
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directors were consequently colled upon 
to mark publicly and strongly their dis- 
approbation of conduct like liis ; and that 
ajn this and the other grounds winch have 
been stated in the preceding pages, it was 
jusft and proper to remove Mr. Petrie from 
standing in succession to the government, 
and from the seat he held in the council of 
the Fort St. George presidency. 

We have the honour to be, Gentlmen, 

Your most obedient, humble Servants, 

(Signed) C. Grant. 

\V. Asteu. 

Mima 

A. Robarts* 

0. Smith. * 

R. C. Plowdrn. 

C. M UtJOR (RANKS. 

1. Ingms. 

I. Kkbb. 

East India-House. G. A. Robinson. 

loth Sept. 1310. 

At a Court of Directors, held on Tuesday, 
the 1th of December, 1 HOP ; 

The court pursuant to notice of the 1«t 
instant, taking into consideration what 
further proceedings may be proper, ic- 
\xpecting the officers lately suspended at 
Fort St. George ; 

And the under-mentioned particulars 
being read ; viz. 

The court’s military letter to Madras, 
dated the 29th September, 1809 : 

The military letter from Madras to the 
secret committee, dated Kith May, 

1 809 : 

* Sir George Harlow’s minute, dated 1st 

May : 

A memoiial, purporting to he from 
several officers of the Madras esta- 
blishment to the governor general, 
lord Minto, dated January, 

180 y : 

An address from do. to major Thomas 
Holes : 

It was, on a motion, 

Resolved, by the ballot, tji at the cotnl 
having, conformably to the intention ex- 
pressed in the military letter of 29th Sep- 
tember hud to Fort SI. George, resumed 
the consideration of the ca^c of ceitam 
officers suspended from the service by that 
government, on the giound* stated ill 
their secret letter of i.Uh May, 1809, ate of 
opinion, 

That the offences with which those offi- 
cers art charged, me nt thr* most duft/cums 
ami criminal nature, subversive of all legi- 
timate authority, and ought always lo 
receive the severest punishment •which the 
court of directors can inflict ; since lenity 
m such a case to individuals, would prove 
most detrimental mid pernicious lo thfe 
general interests of the army, the Indian 
governments, and tlicnalion. 

That in the circumstances in which the 
% 

• For this, and other documents^ tide 

the Register. * * 

Y.Ol,. 12 . 


government of Fort St. George were 
placed, and under the conviction they had 
from evidences before them, the measures 
they adopted with respect to those officers 
were proper and necessary. 

That those e.vdences, so far as they are; 
brought before the court, do appear dead- 
ly to establish the guilt of 'the ditfuent par- 
ties to whom they i elated, and to show' them 
worthy of dismission. 

T hat it is then fore, piopcr to proceed 
to the act of dismission , and that, agroe- 
bly to the standing ink* of the icrvice, which 
recpiires notice of a motion of a dismission, 
the com t do, on a fiitmc dav, proceed to 
thg said act ; namely, the dismission of 
lieutenant colonel St. Loger, major de 
Morgan, captain. Marshall, captain Grant, 
and lieutenant colon* 1 Manm ; and in 
the mean time, that lit ulenant colonel 
Mai tin, now at home who was equally 
implicated, and upon the same evidence in 
the oflenee for which captain Marshall 
was suspended, who would ha\ e been sus- 
pended in like manner bad he been in 
imha, alid whom tic Fort Gemgc govern- 
iiient leeoiiiineud it to tin torn* to dismiss, 
with the other officers, be, until the final 
< onsuieialioii of their ra" • conics on, sus- 
pended as they are from the company’s sei- 
viee. 

Fast India House, Iffili Deo. 1809. 

To the lmnoitrabie the Court oi Directors. 
G* ntleiuen. 

We dissent tioni the lesolntuuis of the 
court, passed on Tuesday tile ctb instant, 
on the subject of the officers puspi tided by 
the Madras government ; via 

Lieuh limn -colonel the honourable Ar- 
tliui bt. Leger : 

Major John do Morgan : 

Captain J urns Grant, and 
Captain Josiali Mm shall : and on the 
subject of lieutenant-colonel Otei ge 
Martin, whom tin* saufc government 
have recommended lbi dismission 
from the company's service : — 

Became, to our astou Ament and giief, 
the said resolution pt enounces on the guilt 
of those officers, and condemns them with- 
out a trial oi a healing, and pledges the 
court “ on a future day to proceed to the 
act of their dahnesinn : and it appears to us, 
lhaf the dismis'iop oi any officer horn the 
service of the company, without bringing 
him to trial by a court inaitial, or hearing 
linn in his defence, or making to lum n 
communication of the cliaige pveferted 
agaimt him. and affording him an opportu- 
nity of repelling pr answering it, would be 
a violation of the liist and most sacred 
principle of jinnee, and an act of which 
we believe, no example is to be found, 
either in the records of the East India 
company, or in the annals of the British 
nation; and in deprecating which, we only 

°,tate Papers of the preceding volume of 
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•laim, «n behalf of meritorious and dis- 
tinguished officers of our army, a privilege 
which the laws of England accord to the 
meanest criminal. 

Because, such a procedure adopted, and 
founded on ex parte evidence, obtained 
and transmitted by the Madras govern- 
ment at a period of universal ferment end 
agitation, would tend to confirm, rather 
than to allay the existing animosity between 
that government and the army ; and to 
weaken that confidence on the impartial 
justice of the couit of dmctoi*, winch 
they must at all tunes wish to cheiish, and 
which was perhaps never of nunc impor- 
tance than at the present nionu nt. 

Because, in thing is to # he gained, and 
in our apprehension, the most serious nils 
to be hazarded, by not wailing to hear 
what the officers accused may have fo odor 
in their defence, since tin re is evoiy reason 
to believe that four of them are now on 
their passage home, and the fifth, namely, 
lieutenant colonel Martin, is already and 
has been for several months in England ; and 
•f course it has so long been, and still is, 
in the option of the court to inform him of 
the crime with which he is chaiged, and to 
hear him in his defence. 

Because, even admitting that all stated 
in the last dispatches troin Madras against 
the said officers, were to be proved ; it is, 
wo conceive, impossible to say tluit they 
can offer nothing m palliation of their mis- 
conduct, or that would not be worthy ot the 
consideration of the court, in determining 
their judgment upon it. 

Because, it is possible also, that circum- 
stances may have ocruried' in India, sub- 
sequent to the date of the la*t dispatches, 
that may have induced the governments 
both of Madras and Bengal, to adopt heal- 
ing measures, or measures of conciliation 
and lenity towards the misguided officers 
in general ;■ in which case, the romumm- 
vation of such measures at living subsequent 
to the court’s having passed the sentence 
•f dismission, #oukl involve the court 
in great embarrassment, and subject them 
to the charge of having acted with gnat 
precipitation, as well as with ext nine 
rigour. 

•Because, admitting as wc do in the 
fullest sense, that the court of directors, 
as representatives of the East India com- 
pany, have, indisputably a legal power to 
dismiss officers from the service of the com- 
pany without bringing than to trial by 
court martial. We* arc of opinion, that it 
is a power, the exercise of w hich is justi- 
fiable only in cases , of extreme necessity ; 
of enormous gfoilt, established and proved 
on the clearest and most incontrovertible 
evidence ; and above all wc contend that 
if, in sudi extreme cases, public expedi- 
ency requires that a company's officer 
should be ptccTuded from the privilege of 
Icing tried by his peers, it becomes in con- 
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sequence a still more sacredjduty not ! 
deprive him of his remaining privilege, a 
full and impartial hearing : but if ever, a 
precedent should be established, for de- 
ciding on the honour and characters of offi- 
cers, and consigning them to degradation 
and ruin w ithout cither a trial or hearing, 
wc arc of opinion, that from that mo- 
no nt there will no longer exist the best 
security tor tlu* attachment and confidence 
of that body of men, to w hose brave and 
able exertions we have been princi- 
pally indebted for all wc have acquired. in 
India, and on whom we still gioatly depend 
it) i* its piescrvatiou. 

l T poii these giounds we desire lo re- 
con! our dissent Irom the resolution in ques- 
tion, and earnestly deprecate its being 
rairud into ethd ; find, m the hope of 
inducing the court to di for any actual 
proceeding upon it, until the offiecis shall 
have arrived in tin* countiy, and been 
heard in their defence , and eeondly, if wo 
should fail in that hope, to exonerate our- 
selves fiom any responsibility for the cousc- 
qucnecsthat may result from it to the inte- 
rests of the company, or to the credit of the 
coin! of directors. 

(Signed) J. Huddleston, 
J. Pattison. 

To the honourable the Comt of Directors. 
DISSENT. 

Gentlemen, 

Cousidenng it my duty to record my 
dissent fiom such resolutions as those 
which, on principles of public justice, I 
have vainly endeavoured to oppose, 1 
hereby protest against the resolution cai- 
ned by the ballot on theMh; declaring that 
the measures adopted by the government 
of Port St. George, with icspcct to certain 
officers of that establishment, were pro- 
per and necessary : 4 that certain evidences, 
stated oil llie dispatches of the government 
of Poit St. George, do appear cleaily to 
establish the guilt of the diflerent parties 
to whom they relate; and to shew than 
worthy of dismission. — It is tlieiefore pro- 
per to proceed, on a future day, to the act 
of dimming lieutenant-colonel St. Leger, 
major De Morgan, captain Marshall, cap- 
tain Grant, and Jicuteimnt-coloncl Martin ; 
and suspending lieutenant colonel Martin 
from tlie service until the final consideration 
of' the case comes on. 

I protejst against tlie premature declara- 
tion of the propriety and necessity of the 
measures adopted by thfe government of 
Madias, and against proceeding to the act 
of dismissing officers on the conviction 
which that government had received from 
the evidence before them. 

1st. — Because such declaration and mM p 
ccdure are acts of confidence in the w3* 
dom of that government, not warranted 
by any documents in the possession of ffif 
court, " 
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I idly.— Because I consider the conduct 
•f i he government of Fort St. George to 
have been mainly productive of that irri- 
tation, approaching to frenzy, which led to 
the late act* of insubordination in the army 
niuler that presidency ; 

1st. — By their handily and contemptuous 
rejection of a respectful memorial, ad- 
dressed to this couit by certain officers 
commanding coips, which memorial, al- 
though reasoned on by the government of 
Mad 'a*, in proof of tli 4 misconduct of the 
officeis, has hitherto been absolutely snp- 
picsscd, or withheld from the official know- 
ledge of tins court. 

gdlv. — By the injustice of their .^spon- 
sion of lieuteiiant-coioriel Capper, and niu- 
joi Boles, acts as crude and unsound in 
their principles, as rash and unnecessary 
in their appli ration. 

ffil'y. — I dissent, because, with the ex- 
ception of one misapplied and ill-timed ex- 
ample, namely, the explanatory older re- 
garding lieutenant-colonel Munro’s report, 
which, if published at the ^ropei time, 
might have tranquillized the whole aiiuv, 
no one instance occurs, from the beginning 
to the end of their dispatches, of the 
due exercise of authority being tem- 
pered by that spirit of conciliation, which, 
by respecting otheis, ensures respect for 
itself. 

And finally, because a gov eminent, de- 
ficient in that essential qualification, moie 
justly invites the consideration of radical 
reform, than an act of unqualified, unne- 
cessary, and !n my opinion, most danger- 
ous confidence. 

I dissent fioni the resolution, which 
declares it to be proper to piocced to the 
art of dismissing tiie officers who have been 
suspended by the government of Madias. 

1st. — Because, although l perfectly con- 
cur iii the opinion of the eomt, as to the 
dangerous and criminal nature of the of- 
fences with which these olficeis are 
charged, and admit the necessity for in- 
flicting oil all those against whom such 
otfcnccs shall be substantiated, the se- 
verest punishment which the court of di- 
roctois can inflict, 1 vet consider any filial 
determination on the case of the suspended 
officeis, mini iliry shall have been licaid 
in then tk f nee, to lie at direct variance 
wuii die fundamental and immutable prin- 
ciples of justice. 

gdly.— Because the measure of extend- 
ing to the persons suspended by the go- 
vermiunt of Madras, under their order 
of the ist Mav, 180 P, this romijion privi- 
lege of the most common malefactor, 
while it obviates the evils, and possible 
injustice of precipitate judgment, has the 
advantage of being attended with no possi- 
ble inconvenience. 

tfdly r- Because, unless the court intends 
to avow a distrust of the propriety of its 
ibturc deliberation, there is absolutely no 
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pretext, for precipitating decision in this 
case ; sufficient confidence iu the Madras 
government having been already maiked 
by t!ie unqualified approbation of the pre- 
liminary measure adopted on the ground 
stated in these dispatches, the example 
being made, and the suspension standing 
cnfoicod, so that nothing but a deliberate 
act of the couit can restore the suspended 
officers to ilie service. 

4thly. — Because the very tenor of the 
resnlniion, in which the court records its 
opinion, “ that the evidences, so far as 
they aie brought before the court,” show 
those officeis worthy of dismission, admits 
tlq* possible deficiency of ilie information, 
on winch it assumes the guilt of the parties 
to he clearly established. 

5 thly. — Because the ascertained suppres- 
sio.i of (lie memorial, addressed to this 
court by certain officers commanding i oips, 
in December, 1808, confer on another do- 
cument, well known to ties court (although 
not officially before it) an importance which 
it could not otherwise claim; anil Liu* evi- 
dence that document presents of the ab- 
sence of all foundation in fact for the sup- 
position on which lieutenant-colonel Kob**it 
Bell was removed from all military charge, 
strengthens and extends the infeicncc to he 
drawn from the ascertained ease of sup- 
pression, namely, that tins court is not in 
posMssjon of all the facts which aie lequi- 
site to an impartial decision. 

(ithly. — Because the delay of final deci- 
sion, nut., the accused parties ran be heard 
m ansvve.i to the charge against them, is 
consistent with the principle of the stand- 
ing rule of the court alluded to in the reso- 
lution, which, anricipating the possible 
effects of rash u.id precipitate decision, 
has wisely provided a previous notice of 
any motion for dismission from the compa- 
ny's sci v ice. 

(Signed) J. ^ynnervi \n. 

India House, 

15th December, 1804. ^ 

At a Court of Direr tor;, held on Wednes- 
day, 4th April, 1810, James Pntfisou, esq. a 
member of the court, pursuant to the notice 
given by him on the gtfthult. made the fol, 
lowing motion : — 

‘•That the spirit of the general orders is- 
sued bv lord Mmto to the Madras army, in 
date of the V5th September, it is hoped, may 
produce the most salutary effect*, if a cor- 
responding sentiment is evinced by the 
Court of Directors : 

“ That the selection by lord Minto of 
three officers only for trial, on the principle 
that, from their command of stations, and 
high rank, the iuUueucc of their example - 
was productive of the greatest mischief ; 
white an option is given to eighteen officers, 
deeply implicated in tuc rebellion, one of 
whom was actually taken with arms in hi* , 
hands, to take their trial or quit the service, 

? 



260 


ASIATIC ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810 - 11 . 


and a general amnesty is extended to all 
the other officers involved in the late trou- 
bles after the 1 st May ; evidently proves, 
that, in his lordship's view of this truly im- 
portant question, these examples of severity 
are sufficient for the attainment of his de- 
clared object, to blend justice with the ut- 
most extension of mercy : 

“ That the officcis, who loug before the 
commencement of the mutiny were sent 
' home by the Madras government under sus- 
pension, and whose case, fiom the date of 
that act, is out of the reach of the gcucial 
amnesty, even if their jealous sense of ho- 
nour could admit of tin ir consent to be so 
shattered, are placed in «o peculiar a situa- 
tion as to demand the immediate attri tion 
- of the eouit, inasmuch as the highest degree 
of guilt that could possibly attach to them, 
even if the charges brought against them 
could he substantiated by incontrovertible 
evidence, would fall slim t, infinitely slioit, 
of the dreadful crime of n billion, in which 
the whole body of officers were involved, 
who are absolved and protected by the am- 
nesty : 

“That the suspension of these officeis 
being one of the alleged causes of, discon- 
tent in the Madias army, the mnovalof it 
would be attended with the most benetieial 
effects, and the oppoitumtv to slum a spirit 
of conciliation on the pait ot the com t, can- 
not be' mv pi esi'iit ibclf, than in the answer 
to the dispaielirs amouncing the termination 
of tin* late m. natural rebellion, especially as 
110 act of die court can now tie rnusuhicd 
in any oilier light than as the spontaneous 
exercise of then judgment, uninfluenced by 
fear or mecssity, tlm rebelling having bc.cn 
put down by die auilumtv of the legal go- 
vernment of India, without u shadow of 
concession or stipulation : 

“ In Hus situation ot things, the eouit, 
wishing to draw the cuitaiii ovei eveiy trans- 
action lliat may by any inference be la id to 
bear upon the late lamentable events, and 
desirous, as tai as diall be possible, Unit the 
whole may he imful in oblivion, is willing 
to waive all investigation of the respective 
ca«es of the suspended officers, to restoie 
them to the service ; and to peiinit them to 
i e turn to their regiments without piejndice 
to their rank, amt to draw their regimental 
allowances from the date of their unbafka- 
tion for India 

“ It^ ihcieforc lesolvcd, 

“ That the following officers be restored 
to the service, as above ; vi/. — The honour- 
able colonel Scntlegcr, colonel Martin, ma- 
jor do Moigan, captain Marshall, captain 
Grant, colonel Capper, and major Boles ; and 
that the above resolutions be communicated 
to them severally by the serretaiy.” 

Extract general instructions to Bengal, 
dated 29tb Match 177 4, was read ; 

It was then moved to amend the said mo- 
tion, by paving out all the words after tne 


word “ that,” in order to introduce, in lieu it 
thereof, the following words ; viz. 

“ It is of vital and essential importance 
to the existence both of the British empire 
in India and of the Hast India company, to 
maintain the authority ami supremacy of 
the governments there, over the armies be- 
longing to them, and over all military men 
collectively and individually : — that the late 
rebellion ot the officers of the Madras at my, 
which placed the Biitish power and inte- 
lest.s in India in the most imminent peiil of 
dcstiuction, was the progress and lesult of 
disn ntent, insuboidination, and sedition, 
piodueed and fomented among the officers 
by illegal combinations and intlammatoiy 
writings : — That all acts of this kind by 
military men are of a nature most criminal, 
and limit the stiongest displeasure and re- 
probation of the court ; and especially that 
the conduct of men, who by dclibeiatc acts 
excite others to insubordination and icsis- 
tanec of lawful authontv, is more deeply 
guilty than lh.it of many officers, who, at 
length, transported by the violence of pa.s- 
Mini" thus laTsed, went along with the gene- 
lal ton cut : — That ceitain oftio of the 
Madias establishment, namely, colonels 
Sentleger, Boles uid Martin, major de Mor- 
gan, and eaptaiox Grant and Mnishall, were 
chained by the Madias government, upon 
diiert evidence, to have bceii paities ami 
lUMiLatois in the measures which piodueed 
iiMiboidiiiuhon, disaffection, and resistance, 
among ilu officer of tin* Madias aimv , and 
upon those charges vveie sii'-pendcd by the 
govcimiunl fi oin the eompai.* ’s mm vice, the 
govennuent having also i (commended to 
the* eouit to dismiss the said officer : —That 
the romt of diicetors have eonfnnied the 
.said .suspension, ami declared to the Madias 
gov c rumour an intention of uoing, with so- 
lemn deliberation and impartiality, into an 
examination and final dccismn on tin* whole 
of the ease ot the said officers; and dial 
tliPicfore to dcpait cow fiom this declined 
intention, and to lemstate them, even with- 
out examination, in tin* sn vice, would bn a 
fatal measuie, piegnanl with the most tlan- 
geroiis consequences to tlie nutimiity of the 
Indian goveininent, the discipline ai.d sii- 
'bordination of the company's officers, inas- 
much as it wo'fd shew, that men lemnvcd 
from the service for the greatest crime that 
a soldier can commit, resistance to the go- 
vernment under whom he serves, may, by 
solicitation and influence at home, obtain, 
even without a trial, restoration to his for- 
mer rank in that sen vice ; and that after 
such a deqth-blow to the authority and .su- 
picmaey of the Indian governments, all 
hopes and even attempts on their part to 
contain the military wiihin due hounds must 
be given up : — That the amnesty extended 
by lord Minto to many officers concerned 
in the revolt, has not yet been sanctioned or 
considered by the court, and before it is so, 
cannot b£ pleaded as an example on wliicli 
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tilt* court should act : — That had it even 
been approved by the court, it furnishes no 
arguments for extending an amnesty to the 
suspended officers, because, if they are guil- 
ty, they are guilty as principals and not as 
accessaries, and lord Minto has in his pro- 
ceeding distinguished between these classes, 
having appointed a certain number of offi- 
cers, whom he regarded as principals, to be 
jut on their trials : — That, moreover, lie 
las expressly limited his amnesty to offen- 
ces committed after the 1st Way, lh09, on 
which day the office! sin question weie sus- 
pended for acts done before that period : — 
That amnesty supposes guilt, whcruas the 
suspended offim shave pleaded innocence, 
ami desiicd investigation ; that this investi- 
gation is the more necessary, because no 
two of then cases aie alike, and therefore, 
the only way of determining .justly upon 
them is, to examine eaeli of ihciu separately, 
and tins after all the information to be ex- 
peeled fiom Tndia on the subject, and on 
the seditions proceedings of the Madras 
officers , paitof which information may be 
loKcd for by the next licet, and others, 
from the further inquiries proposed by lord 
Minto, aie be foie the court. 

“ That upon all these c onsiderations, it 
the opinion of this court. That the de- 
sign the court have already notified, of go- 
ing into a deliberate and thoiongh investi- 
gation of the ease of each of those officers 
respectively, should oil no account bo dc- 
paited from; and that, as soon as the great 
pressure' of business, incident to this season 
of the y ear, and now particulaiiy heavy, 
will permit, they will proceed to the said 
examination.” • 

It was then moved, “ That the words 
proposed to be left out stand pai t ot the 
question.” 

And the court’s resolution of the 5th l)e- 
ccmht r last, being read ; 

The said pioposed amendment was with- 
drawn by consent of the court. 

The previous question was then moved ; 
viz. 

“ That Hie original motion be now put 
And the same being accordingly put by 
the ballot : 

It passed in the negative. 

To the honourable the Court of Directors 
of the Hast India company. 

Gentlemen, * 

We dissent fiom the isolation of the 
court, of the 4th instant, by which the pie- 
vious question was carried, upon the mo- 
tion for restoring to the company's service 
the following officers, viz. 

Lieutenant-colonel the bon. Arthur Scnt- 
leger, lieutenant-colonel George Martin, 
major John l)e Morgan, captain James 
Grant, captain Josiali Marshall, lieutenant- 
colonel Capper, and major Boles ; — 

J . Because six of those officer* vfrere by 
the Madras government deprived of their 


stations, and suspended from the company’* 
service, and the seventh (lieutenant-colonel 
George Martin) recommended for dismis- 
sion from the service w ithout a trial or a 
hearing, or the communication to them of 
any charge, in violation of the first ami 
most sacred principle of justice, and equally 
in violation of the express orders of the 
court of directors declared on various occa- 
sions, and especially in the following arti- 
cle of their general instructions to the govern- 
ment general, dated the 27 th March, 1774: — 

“ Article 20 . — If anv of the company’s 
servants, civil or military, except the mem- 
bers of our board of trade, whom we do not 
niftke liable to your suspension, shall at any 
time he suspended by you from the execu* 
tion of bis office, or any vacancy shall hap- 
pen by resignation or death, it is our order 
and direction that the person next in rank, 
office, or rotation, be appointed to supply 
Mich vacancy in our civil or military ser- 
vice, until our pleasure shall be known. Wo 
aKo further direct that, before the removal 
of any company’s servant from any office, 
the party he made acquainted in writing 
with the accusation prefeired against him; 
that he be summoned to make his defence, 
having a reasonable time allowed for that 
purpose ; and that you proceed on all such 
occasions with the greatest tenderness and 
circumspection: And we further direct, 
that all such charges made hofoic you 
against any of our servants in your depart- 
ment, and all proceedings thereon, be re- 
gularly entered upon your consultations, 
and with them transmitted to us.” 

2. Because this violent procedure on tlnr 
part of the Madias govei nment (and parti- 
culaiiy the suspension of major Boles,) 
with i lie removal m the same summary 
manner of many other distinguished officers 
from their commands, essentially contribut- 
ed to produce that gciicinl irritation in the 
army, which progressively letl to the guilty 
determination of attempting to obtain re- 
dress by force of nrmsg an attempt the 
eiiininality of which nothing can even palli- 
ate, and in the suppression of which, all the 
measures of the Madras government have 
our fullest approbation ; but we think that 
neither wisdom nor impartial justice re- 
quiting of Iks to shut our eyes to the causes 
widen led to it, and the acts in question 
having been among the principal of those 
causes, the measure we recommended 
“ w ould,” (as it stated in the rejected pro- 
position,) “ be attended with the most be- 
neficial effects; and the opportunity to shew 
a spirit of conciliation on the part of tho 
court cannot better present itself than in 
the answer to the dispatches announcing 
the termination of the late unnatural rebel- 
lion, especially as no act of the court can 
now be considered in any otherlight than as 
the spontaneous exercise of their judgment, 
uninfluenced by fear or necessity, , the re- 
bellion having been put down by the antfee* 
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rity of thplcgal povernmci t in Indin, with- 
QUt a shadow' of concision or stipulation.” 

S. Because the court of director, at the 
recommendation of the commiltt c of cor- 
respondence, en to iced by the l.ououraole 
chairman, agirtd to paragraphs in a mili- 
tary letter to the Madras government, da- 
ted loth $< ptember last, which express d 
the fullest approbation of thcii conduct in 
tlie suspensions and lemovals of the Jst 
May, and confirmed indisciiminately all 
their ineasuus, as the com t had done before, 
of every preceding step taken by tli£t go- 
vernment since thc'cominenccnient of the 
agitations, with the single qualification in 
favour of colonel Cappci and majoi l»oir», 
vybo.se suspension the emu t had dnectcd to 
be taken off, being of opinion that, ns those 
officers were placed in a situation ol diffi- 
culty, their removal from office would have 
been a sufficient punishment , the court 
themselves, howeyci, now suspended major 
Boles, (ongiounds which we shall heicatter 
advert to:) and, in consequence of the ic- 
comniendation of the Madras governin' nt 
respecting lieutenant-colonel Martin, they 
suspended that officer, in older to put him 
on a footing with the icst of the suspemli d 
Office! s. We are aware that, fm this 
indiscriminate appiobation given to the 
proceedings of the .Madras government, 
may be mgtd the expediency of affording 
that government the fullest suppoit umkr 
the difficulties with which it was su»- 
rounded ; but looking forward to the I’uluie 
character of our own proceedings, we ic- 
spectfully submit it to the eouit that, after 
having heard and even aeUd upon the ex 
parte statements against the officers by the 
Madras government, hnpaitial justice ex- 
acted of us the same readiness to hear tin ir 
defence, especially when it was considciid 
how long they had already differed the sc- 
veie punishment of suspension from the 
service, with*the privation of all emolu- 
ment. Whether the suspended officers, have 
reason to complain upon that score, vve 
sha 1 submit to the candid judgment of the 
couit. 

4. Because, so long ago as the 6tli De- 
cern her last, the honourable chairman con- 
sidned the eases of the suspended officers 
so fully in the possession of the couit, gnd 
any further information lcgardiug them so 
far from necessary, that he brought to: waid 
in couit a proposition which, in the original 
draft, vve believe, extended to their dismis- 
sion from the service, and the earnest de- 
precation of so extiemea measure, by se- 
veral members, on the ground that all the 
accused were absent except lieutenant-co- 
lonel Martin, and he, though in England, 
unconscious and uninformed ol any accusa- 
tion against liim, could not pievail with the 
honourable qhairman to relax any further 
than to substitute for immediate dismission, 
ft resolution pledging the court to <4 proceed 
to thafict ou a future day/’ and in the 


meantime placing in a state of suspension 
lieutenant-colonel Martin, wholn the Ma- 
dras govci nnicul had rcconmiendcd to the 
com t to dismiss w ith the other office rs. We 
shall only heie make two observations, of 
the many which must instant y occur to 
tliciniiid, oil examining the extraordinary 
stiuctmc of tliis resolution, its positions, and 
the infei cures and deductions forced from 
them. We are confident it cannot he read 
without its being p< rceived that the word 
14 charged” is made use of, and relied ou 
precisely, as if its .signification were sy- 
nonymous with that of the word ‘‘convict- 
ed <yud fiom tin- serious character of the 
offences imputed, r on which it enlarges in 
very solemn terms) it virtually and most 
obviously diaws the conclusion, that tney 
ought to be condemned without a hearing. 
The resolution then pioeeeds to apologt/.e 
in behalf of the Madias government, for 
the summary violence of the’; procedure 
towards the accused officers, by stating, 
that “in the ciicumsturices in which the 
government weie placed, and under ^ie 
conviction which they had, from evideffes 
before them, the nieasuies they adopted 
with lespect to those officers, vine pioper 
and “ necessary.’* This apology for the 
Madras government may he admitted, in 
extenuation of the violence of thcii conduct, 
in respect to all the removed and suspended 
officers ixcipt lieutenant-colonel Maitin, 
from whom, as he w.is in England, they 
could have nothing to fear , but it would lie 
kindling the undei standing of the court, to 
ask how thr eiieumstauees, in which the 
Madias government were placed, co-id ap- 
ply in our justification, oi when* vve could 
have looked for any, had we followed their 
example. Soon afitr the icsuhihou in ques- 
tion had passed, a eiicmiistanee oermred, 
which must, we hope, have been highly {Ra- 
tifying to the honourable chan man, and 
have made him sensible 1 fiom wh.it bitter te- 
gret lit* lead been saved, by those membcis 
of the eouit who had opposed lus wish to 
pi on oil to I’m* immediate dismission of the 
suspended oltieeis. Lieutenant-colonel .Mar- 
tin, informed of the daugei lie had been in, 
fpiolmbly tliiougli the kindness of smut* 
friend, who thought that previous to his 
dismission from the service, he ought at 
least to know that he was accused,; made 
a lespcctful application to the court for 
mfoiiuation of the charge or accusation 
prcfenAl against him; he w as accoidmgly 
furnished with it, ami in consequence dcli- 
veted in as ample a refutation of the charge 
as the nature of the case could possibly ad- 
mit. A Portuguese monthly writer in the 
office of the military board, had deposed oil 
oath before sir George Barlow, that a copy 
of the letter, or intended letter, from the offi- 
cers to lord Minto was, he believed, in the 
hand-writing of lieutenant-colonel Martin. 
On this e ydence, which must be allowed to 
be the most fallible of all descriptions of e\i- 
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. dcncc, belief as to hand-writing, taken in an 
examination, of which it may be safely pre- 
sumed the exclusive object was, not the dis- 
covery of innocence, at winch no one was 
present to offer any explanation, put any 
question, or elicit any fact 01 circnlhslance 
in favour of the accused, the. Madras go- 
vernment recommended it to the court of 
dhoctors todisniiss lieutenant-colonel Mar- 
tin from the mci vice. That officer in his de- 
fence, made before a iiKn-i>trate a solemn 
affidavit to the absolute falsehood of the 
charge, denying that any copy of the paper 
in question in his liand-n tiling, had ever 
been m the militaiy board oilier, or any 
where else; and he has since dceh.rsd him- 
self ready also to make oath, that lie never 
signed or suhscrihid to tint paper ; and, 
as a collateral evidence of the Until of too 
denial, lie has exhibited a pupei, winch li? 
avers, and is ready tomakeo itluwas the iden- 
tical paper which the prison who gave the 
evidence saw in the military office, and must 
have mistaken for a » opv, 01 the d'ati of 
the intended letter from the officeis to lord 
IMinto . and heavers it lo lie the draft or a 
rough copy of that very letter or memoii.il 
from the Madras officei s to the com I of di- 
ieciors, winch air George Barlow so un- 
happily icfusod to leceive mid foiward to 
them, and the reception and tiansmission 
of whim, wesinceielv b<li'*ve, would have 
determined the officers to wait patiently 
and submissively the decision of the mi pc* 
nor autiioi dies in Ltiglaud. 

5. Because the foregoing is, w'e are per- 
suaded, a correct statement of the case of 
lieutenant-colonel George Mai tin, and we 
arc truly concerned to be able to add, that 
although four montas have elapsed since he 
delivered in this dcren^e to the only charge 
exhibited against liim, no notice whatever 
has been taken of it, nor further proceeding 
h*d respecting him, and in respect to the 
other suspended officers, the result o f our 
having given colonel Martin an opportunity 
to meet the charge against him, has not ob- 
tained for them the same justice. 

6. Because upwards of two months have 
rfftpsed since three of thoseofficeis. namely, 
lieutenant-colonel the honourable Arthur 
Scntleger, major Boles, and captain Josiah 
Marshall, arrived in this country to hear the 
unlooked-for intelligence, that on the ex- 
partc statements of their accuser, their sus- 
pension from the service had been approved 
by that body, on whose equal andsirnp?rtial 
justice they had implicitly relied for re- 
dress. Aftei announcing their arrival, each 
of iliem delivered in a memorial to the 
court, respectfully soliciting to be furnished 
with information of the charges exhibited 
against him, and to be heard in his defence, 
and expressing the utmost confidence that 
he should be able to satisfy the court of his 
innocence. On the leading of one of those 
applications, the honourable chairman said, 
that he supposed the court yroiAd make »» 


distinction in favour of any individual of 
the suspended officers, and emphatically 
added, that he should in a few days (or, 
soon) bring again their case under the con- 
sideration of i lie court, agreeably to the 
resolution of the 5th December, namely, 
the resolution to proceed to the act of their 
dismission, to which we have above so par- 
ticularly alluded Here we conceive the 
honourable chairman gave another irrefra- 
gable proof, that he considered the cases of 
the suspended officers to be fully and com- 
pletely before the court, and did not look 
tor any further light or information regard- 
ing them ; it was therefore with amazement, 
as well as regret, that at the late general 
cifurt held on the 25th ultimo, when an 
officer of high rank, who has himself passed 
an honourable and distinguished career in 
our service, offered, in his capacity of a 
proprietor of India stock, a few words ex>- 
piessive of his concern for the situation of 
the suspended officers, and his whh to know 
the reason of the del iy in taking up their 
case. We say, it was with amazeme nt and 
regret .that we heard the honourable chair- 
man’s reply, in which he stated, as causes 
lot the delay, his expectation of further in- 
formation on the cases of the suspended offi- 
cers, and the variety and importance of the 
subjects that had of late occupied the time 
and att< ntion of the court The same rea- 
sons lor the delay were urged by the ho- 
nourable chairman in the late discussion in 
court, and we cannot for a moment admit 
the validity of either. Of the former, we 
trust we have shewn the absolute invalidity, 
and its inconsistency with the honourable 
Chairman^ own conduct and declarations ; 
it any expectation of the kind had been held, 
out in the public dispatches by the Rattle- 
snake, we must have seen it, or heard it 
read in court ; if in any letter to the secret 
committee, the honourable chairman would 
not have faile 1 to state so substantial a reason 
for inrrher delay, and we Aust have been 
satisfied, however sensible of its extreme 
hardship on the suffering officers. If any 
encouragement for such an expectation has 
been conveyed to the honourable chairman, 
through any private, or unavowed channel, 
or any information that other facts or cir- 
cumstances are collating, on which to found 
farther accusations against them, we submit 
it to the justice and humanity of the conrt t 
whether such a ground for delay ought to b^ 
attended to. 'The other reason aligned by 
the honourable chairman for further delay, 
we consider as equally invalid, since it can* 
not be denied, that a subject so important 
in all its bearings, should take place of al- 
most every other application of our time ; 
and a perusal of the minutes of the court 
during the last two months, will abundantly 
testify, that in that period many subjects 
have been discussed and adjusted, and many 
hours and days devoted to matters of no 
comparative yitgrftt. 
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7. Because, we think wc ir.av here bring 
to the recollection of the court that the 
honourable Chairman has uot always been 
an a Ivocate for delay. nor disposed to grant 
it whin other members of the court have 
thought ih.it elay was the course most fit 
and becoming foi them to pu sue. At the 
time that gei.eial Micdow all was supposed 
to be on hi-» pass.ig. home, and was daily 
expected, a memorial was proposed to be 
presented to the sovereign himself against 
that unfortunate officer, containing severe 
imputations, and in which was also intro- 
duced a charge against major Boles; delay 
was then earnestly recommended on the 
ground, that general Macdowall might # {ie 
daily expected m hm»l.iiid ; and it would 
look better lor the couit, that he should be 
present to answer for himself when the ac- 
cusations ag unst him should come before the 
king, as the statements in the possession of 
the court were all ex parte from his own 
opponent. On that o cadon the court will 
recollect, that the honourable chairman 
against the intreated deliy pleaded, that 
the information was complete, an", all on 
the face of the records ■ 

ft. Because, on every conceiwtbh ground, 
whether with rcleienceto what was due to 
the public, to the parties accuse!, to the 
gtn:r. I nnpr. »»ion o-i ihc subject winch is 
rntr tun dm Indu i>»- to ih it which we Ik - 
lieve to be s r .ir 1 1> less:;* rut. 1 mi thi* country, 
wherever a knowkdge of the late nac .actions 
in India is dnluwd, the sub; rt called for 
early consideration, and fit lay was to he anxi- 
ously deprecated. The oHmices chirg^d 
against the., idlic'is \v; re v.’moiis, and ilvy 
have not shru ik I:om, hut on tin* rontniv 
have court'd »*i investigation of them; they 
have not a ken ro be ac jutred, bur to be 
heard. The course propos’d m motion, 
which the court h ive pj> < tui, was a middle 
course, and on’ to wlucn we are pusuided 
the parties, n«>:\vith$t'indrig all that i hi y have 
already suffered, would gladly prefer a trial 
by a court-nuiti.ih 

9. Because, the crrumsianccs in which the 
suspended oflrms aic now lelr, make us feci 
it a justice due tothtm to stale, 1mm what, 
has come to 0111 knowledge, the view we 
take of then rcsprrnve ta.es; th»* < am* of 
licutcnant-colonei Martin, we ha«c inci- 
dentally s’ a ted in detail. Ineuternnt-eolontI 
the honourable Aithur S allege r is accused 
by sir George Barlow of attempting to sub- 
vert the government, after having rk voted 
thirty year* of his life to die pm suit of mil- 
iary fame and distmt tion, and aramed them 
in the campa'gns of Coot;*, Cornwallis, and 
sir Arthur Wtlicshy, and repe aiedly receiv- 
ed from die litrei, public thanks for his gal- 
lant servi*es, and almost immediately after 
the termination of a campaign, which he had 
himself conducted with the ino t brilliant 
success, ffi command of the forces employed 
in Travancofc, and received for his services, 
on that expedition, the thanks of sir George 


Barlow himself. This officer, unless sir 
G< oige Barlow has done him the greatest 
injustice, must suddenly have determined to 
forfeit all the fame he had acquired in the 
defence of the company’s rights and interests, 
and to forego all his future piospccts, by at- 
tempting the overthrow and subversion of 
their government : such an attempt would 
haidly be inferred fiotn his signing the letter, 
and engaging in the subscription for major 
Boles. Wc at knowledge, however, that 
there was another paragnph in thar letter, 
which, giving it the least unfavouiahlc con- 
struction, was highly improper , and the epi- 
thet of factious might justly be applied to it ; 
hut of 4 ihr more serious charge against lieu- 
unant colonel Sentleger, ol his persuading 
officers to sign the intended letter to the go- 
vet noi -general, and encouraging them to vio- 
lence ; we doubt not he can acquit himself 
of both, and of the latter, we bthtve it quite 
impossible that he could have be u guilty, and 
certainly there is noihtng on oui records to 
give the least colour to such an accusation. 
Whethi r or not there was any crime in the 
mere act of subscribing for the relief or sup- 
port of majoi Boles and his family, situated 
ns they were, is a question that sii George 
Bnlow himself makes to depend on another 
qu soon, and we readily join issue with him 
upon 11. — “ It 11 1mmatc11.1l to the govern- 
ment (says sir George Birlow) to what pur- 
poses of fit jrs apply their money, in a general 
view ; bm when money is applied to subveit 
01 dei and subordination, audio indemnify in- 
dividuals against the consequences of miscon- 
duct, it is impossible that such a contribution 
< art be justifiable in a moral or legal light.” 
F om these positions, which we fully admit, 
ir might be signed that there was no cnmi- 
nalnv ni conn 1 bating for the support of ma- 
jor Boles, unless the officers were conscious 
that m doing so, t hi y were indemnifying hun 
“ against the consequences of misconduct 
we w sh not, liowevei, to he understood, as 
meaning to justify the act, but we think it 
admits of great extenuation, from the convic- 
tion which wc believed the officers felr, that 
major Boles was a victim to the resentment 
which the government entertained against 
general Macdowall. The case of captain 
James Grant lies in a shorter compass : his 
offence, vve believe, being confined ro his en- 
gaging also in the letter, and subscription for 
majoi Boles ; an act, certainly, in him, par- 
tirulaily imprudent considering the station 
he held of commandant of sir George Bar- 
low’s own body-guaid, but of which the 
disinterestedness was obviously still greater 
than ihr imprudence : he sacrificed his pe- 
cuniary interests and prospects to an high, 
however mistaken, sense of honour : having 
filled the important station with several pre- 
ceding governors, his habits, as well as known 
responsibility of his character, forbad the im- 
puting ro him any unworthy or intentionally 
factious motive. Major John De Morgan, 
with the characteristic frankness of a soldier, 
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disdaining to shield himself at the expence of 
his veracity, acknowledged that he signed 
the intended letter to the governor-general ; 
and here we must beg to submit to the court, 
that in all the animadversions and reprobations 
that have been bestowed on that papei, it 
seems to have escaped recollection, that iheic 
is no proof that any other signature was ever 
applied to it ; and as we know that, 111 point of 
fact, no such letirrwas sent or delivered to 
lord Minto, and conscquentlv that the act 
was inchoate and never computed; it may 
require no great excess of charity to be able 
to conclude that it wa< repented of; nor 
should it be forgotten, that the measure itself, 
oi addressing the governor-general, was not 
resorted to, or thought ol by the officers, 
until after sir George Barlow had refused to 
transmit their appeal to the court of dncc- 
tors. Lastly, suppose the act completed, 
give it all the criminality that the most rigid 
and prejudiced mind can be disposed to as- 
cribe to if, and let it then he compared with 
the crimes which have been forgiven, and 
over which the governor-general has wisely 
and humanely determined to thiow the veil 
ol sincere oblivion 1 We would alro re- 
spectfully recommend to the court to con- 
template. the fact, with the impression it is 
calculated to produce, that the dispatches seut 
to Madras 111 answer to those received by the 
Uatilesruke, will fine! and leave majoi J)e 
Moigari in a state of suspension, while lIicv 
ratify and confirm the clemency extended to 
many hundreds of officers, who were enga- 
ged in open and absolute u cllion ! Captain 
Jos rah Marshall is included in the offences 
charged agauw liniunant-eolor.cl Martin on 
the .same evidence, taken in the same exami- 
nation, Willi the additional accusation of 
having been the author and originator of the 
intended letter to the governor-general, a fact 
which is assumed on the ground of his having 
been able to explain words or passages in it to 
a pei 'Oil employed in transcribing it, whom 
the honourable chairman was pleased to de- 
scribe as a clerk, but whose moie correct de- 
sc option would have been, that of Portuguesd 
monthly writer or tianscribcr in the office of 
ihc muiraiy board. In support also of this 
accusation, it r >imd, that it appealed from 
the evidence of one of the witnesses, that 
captain Marshall was considered at ihc time 
(il is to he presumed by them the witnesses) 
to have been ihe author of the paper.” This 
officer had some tune before been suddenly 
removed from his station of s^crettiy to the 
military board, and sent to Vizagapatam with 
the appointment of paymaster. It appears 
in the Madras pi ocredings, that captain Mar- 
shall in vain lntrcatcd, in a letter to the secie- 
tary to government, to be informed of the 
cause of Ins removal, and by what part of 
his conduct he had incurred their displeasure ; 
sir George Barlow did not give any informa- 
tion to captain Marshall on the subject, but 
in a letter to the governor-general he advan- 
ced some allegations against hid, that we 


think he should have felt a repugnance to 
make, without communicating them to the 
person whose character was to he affected by 
them : at present they stand contradicted 
only by the tenor of his life, and by the uni- 
versal testimony of* all who know captain 
Marshall, with the exception of those who 
have prejudiced the mind of sir George 
Barlow against him. In his letter to the se- 
cretaty of the court, requesting copies of 
whatever charges or accusations may have 
been preferred against him, captain Marshall 
expresses his readiness to submit himself to 
the tribunal of the honourable court, in the 
fullest reliance on its impartial justice, and on 
Hfclunent interpretation of any involuntary or 
unintentional errors that he may have com- 
muted, and no part of which it is his inten- 
tion to conceal. * 

We come now to what wo must consider 
as tlu most unjustifiable of all the violent 
measures taken by the Madras govern- 
ment m the course ol the late unhappy 
li am action^ name Is , the suspension of 
majoi Boks for publishing in general ordeis, 
111 obedience to the directions of the adju- 
tant-general, a reprimand or censure on 
the quarter- mister general, lieutenant-colo- 
nel Alunro, for having appealed to the 
civil government against the authority of 
the commander in-chief, in consequence 
of his having been In that authority order- 
ed in direst at tno requisition of many of 
tlu* principal oftiocis ot the army : whether 
or not this order was in fact illegal, is a 
question which we do not presume to de- 
cide , but we uio confident wc shall be 
borne out by tiie authorities the most re- 
spectable, and best acquainted with the 
military law as it is understood and acted 
upon 111 his majesty’s atniy .and navy, when 
we contend that by refusing obedience to 
it, major Boles would have rendered him- 
self liable to be cashiered by the >cnteuce 
of a court martial, and tli^t ihc doctrine 
on which alone major Boles could be held 
responsible for the publication of the or- 
der, if delivered to the army and navv, 
as defining the rule and limit of their ohe- 
dienee, would lead to the most dreadful 
mischief. With the sinwre-t respect for 
the authority of the present governor-ge- 
neral, we cannot, whilst we concur in 
his definitions as Vid down in the 71 st and 
7 yd paragraphs of his letter of the L 7 th 
May, ia 09 , admit the correctness of his 
lordship’s application of them to the case 
in question, for though we fully admit, 
that criminal orders are not to be obeyed, 
stillQthc objection is, that it is left to the 
soldier to determine what order is crimi- 
nal. The task of upholding at once the 
ji r ticc of the measure of suspending major 
Boles, and the principle, as it is acted 
upon in all armies, of implicit military 
obedience and subordination was too 
arduous even for his abilities. His lord- 
ship’s labours for that purpose appear to 
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tpo finely spun and his distinctions too 
idee and subtle for the plain understanding 
♦f a man hied in camps, and educated in 
the practical duties of a soldier. We pic- 
ker the fdlutuni* observations’ of Mr. Pe- 
trie npo»i th ct, and find them belter 

adapted to ti . .evil of our undet -land- 
ings : — “ If (say* M^. Petii<») subordi- 
nate officers an* lau.ht to dhscnss s nd 
decide iipmi tin hgalily of the eiders of 
their supuiors, we unnulrce a principle 
«f incalculable evil, « neither justified bv 
the spiiit or the pi a dice of our lavs. 
Is it not bettiv to fi t the lccponsihility rot 
with the authority winch issues the o’dci, 
unless in fast s mi plain, that V «• violation 
of the established laws is rvidml to the 
meanest capacity?’’ Mr. J\tiie might 
have gone further, for it would he easy 
to cite cases, and even urtnl ones, uheie 
the order executed lias been most clearly 
and indubitably illegal, vet the puactpal 
•r siutheiity under which it was i—iied 
lui9 alone been laid responsible, ami no 
true thought of blaming the immediate 
agent. On the whole of in.i<or • Boh 
rase, we Site decidedly of opinion, that 
he has been seveiely punished foi an ait 
for which lie was not responsible and if 
•lint Oj liiion ahull he found to be collect, 
wit tnist that the ooint ol dneei Ms, in 
determinin'* the reparation to he made le 
him, vmII heai in mend, thst that he w m 
deprived of his ofxi* e ; secondly, thaj lie 
*ns suspended tioni the company's scivk e, 
thndly, that he was refused pi niieMou to 
go home ami make his appeal for icditss : 
aiefusal, which after iu* had been suspend- 
ed, we behove to have hern firth impic- 
eedented and illegal , and hr-tly . that he 
has been cun-idcied *o have aggiuvated 
his ofli nee, oi committed a new one, by 
declining to aeknovh dge that he was- m»i ry 
for what he had done. If lie w i- um mi- 
scious of having done any thing but what 
it was his duty to do, uc hin.vv not how 
he could, consistently with wiiat was di.e 
to Ins own honour, have made such an ac- 
knowledgment ; and if the conliaiy was 
his feeling, we think it hardly conci ivahle 
that he would have exposed himself <m<l 
his family, to all that they have since eii'iin- 
ed t and aie still suffering, rathei than 
accept of so easy, and in that case so ,ift>t 
^condition of b» ing lestorcd to the m i \ *ce. 
We are rendered the moic anxious on I he 
subject of Ibis oftu er, bv adveitmg luck 
to the conn’s own mi, pension of him a t« tv 
'days aftei they, had dnccted the Madras 
governrm nt to take him out of fiial filia- 
tion, and to the giounds assumed foi that 
measure in their letter toFoitSt. (It ori-e 
of the ‘jyth Seplcmbei last, namely, that 
the couit had found now that major hob's 
had not conducted himself merely as an 
11 officer compelled by a conviction of 
military duty to act hi opposition to the 
net it of govcrmqciitj but had gloried in 


that opposition ; and it must be presumed 
that it was with Ids own consent his case 
had heroine one of the rallying points for 
systematic resistance to the government in 
support of the pernicious and unfounded 
doctrines of the late commander-in-chief, 
whose cause major Boles appears to have 
cordially erpomod.” We feel it hilt com- 
mon justice to major Boles to declare, that 
vc have '•ecu nothin'! that enables 11s to 
com nr in too above seven e conclusions. 

Because, we arc aware that we have dis- 
cussed this subject at much greater length 
tha t wifi be approved by those who may 
have take * a superficial view of it, or who 
c 111 tlihik it of liivial importance, and our 
apology must be, that to us it appears to 
invohe considerations of the highest mo- 
men!. “The company’s hark ( we agree with 
the 'govcrMOi-gcueiai and sir <«rorge Bar- 
low ! has steered through the tempest with 
indexible firmness,” not do w' wish at pre- 
sent to >sk il he found it m the tempe st, or 
how it became exposed to one, but we 
deeply lament, that whatever differences of 
opinion there might he on that question, 
there cannot Uc any as to the coiiim* now to 
he pursued. The Madias army, it cannot 
be d» med, is at present seven d, and aliena- 
ted hoin the civil government, and until its 
confidence and attachment aie icguincd, 
mn empne 111 India must lie nisei me. The 
p> t. position for icstoi mg to the sei vice the 
siispi tided officers, had the measure been 
ticcedcu to, would have cm.ti ibutcd essen- 
tially to that <h suable object, and would 
haw been a most welcome c*n nest to the 
ofiiceis, of 0111 concui iciicr in the declined 
wish of the govemoi general, to bury all 
that h«s passed in siiiccic onhvion ; on the 
otlici bond, the 1 ejection of that in as i ire 
iniivf, 111 our opiuion, have a vc»y coufraiy 
tendency, and we thereto! c, and on the 
o'lo i gi omuls staled, desire to record 0111* 
sOiduti piotrst agaillst it. 

(Signed; \V. F. Ki.PiiixsroNE, 

Jvs. B\ttiso\, 

J. Hi min.vroiv, 
r.ri -t India House, J . Banner a \ n . 

1 1 ih Apnl, 1 bin. 

Fast India House 'Nth February, 1 f> 1 1 . 

To Jlic honourable the Cyurt of Din dors. 

( Iroiitlomen, 

l itw.lliug as we are to add tv the many 
wiiMngs which have lx en submitted to you 
on the subject of the suspended officers of 
the Madi as t stahlislimcnt, a subject which, 
to our 1 xticne 1 egret, has of late so much 
agitated the court, wc fed ourselves 1111a- 
voi I ably called upon fo offer the following* 
ohsiivations iclativc to the resolution of 
the .>tii December, US 09 , concerning those 
officeix, and to the dissents which were, 
in consequence of it, recorded by several 
members. 

That resolution was the result of a de- 
liberate jiftecicdiug, ..held conformably fr# 
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the intention expressed in the general let- 
ter to Fort St. George, of tlu* 29th Sep- 
tember, 1809, and in pursuance of notice 
given and recorded on a preceding court 
day. 

The lesolution did not, as has been very 
erroneously assumed by some, fiist pass 
a judgment on the officers, and then refer 
tiie examination of their eouduet to a fu- 
ture day. The proceeding of the court 
was quite different ; they first examine d 
and con.sideicd the conduct of the officeis, 
and then passed an opinion upon it. 

The vat ions documents in possession of 
the court relative to the subject, which had 
before been considered, were again feud; a 
debate followed, and, in conclusion, the re- 
solution passed by a majority cf ib to 2. 

The resolution distinctly stated it to be 
the opinion of the eomt, that the said offi- 
cers were woithy of dismission , but, bc- 
, cause a standing rule required that previ- 
ous notice should be given of a motion of 
dismission, the resolution, m obedience to 
this rule, accordingly bole that the c on; t 
would, on a futmi day, proceed to the act 
of dismission. This mode »>f procedure 
liecessaiily left the subject opn, to another 
debate, which the i isolation assumed 
v\ o 1 1 1 ( I be final , nor weie the court d( sirous 
to exclude that fuitber opportunity of (Jjs- 
cussion which conformity to the standing 
ordei would pi oduce, although they thought 
it their duty then to lccord the opinion they 
had formed, and on which the ultimate act 
of dismission was to pioceed. 

To this resolution tluee members or the 
court thought fit to disst nt, < liii fly mi llu* 
grounds, that the oifi>vis ought to Ik* Heard 
in their own defence hefoie the final dctci* 
miuation of the com t , that the government 
of Madras had itself pioduced nnt.it ion 
among tilt*, officers, and their d»m*>sion 
without a trial would tt ml to confirm die ex- 
iting animosity ; that the olfiens might 
have inultei to offer in their ow n behalf . that 
further mfoi ination might be obtained ; 
that no iueoia enieiiee could a>iM k iumi de- 
lay ; and that there was no pictexttoi pie- 
eipit.itmg a decision. 

\Ve expected that on tlie final digression 
ef this subject, winch we tiun timuiriit 
could not he far distant, we might haw an 
opportunity of noticing these aigiimenl- , 
but such opportumly not having hitherto 
occmicd, we icquest penm.^um to tal.c 
this occasion of stating briellv tfle ic:mu,i 
winch in dinned us, and, we believe, Die ma- 
jority of the court, to adopt the resolution 
of the ath December. 

1st. — It was ob\ ions that a spit it of in- 
subordination and sedition had proceeded 
to a groat length among the Madras offi- 
cers. This spuit acted by combination 
and wiitten comiminieations between dif- 
ferent divisions- of the army : and its three t 
tendency w f as to overawe m controul the 
civil powci. Such a temper kid disposi- 
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tion among military men, could be put 
down only by a strong and prompt hand. 

To support the authority of the civil go- 
vernment, was to support the authority of 
the company itself; if, as was affirmed on 
one side, but denied on the other, the go- 
vernment of Madias had crml in the man- 
ner of siippoitiug a light object, this was 
no justification of the officers, nor did it ab- 
solve them from the duty of obedience. To 
pieserve the possessions of the company 
and the army itself, sedition miiat be re- 
pelled whei ever it appears ; and the more 
extensive it is, the greater is the necessity 
for decided resistance to it. 

f 2d. — The court were called to lliisdeci-* 
ded cxciciac of their power by the Madias 
government; that govcmmnit represented 
the particular officeis mow in question, as 
active 111 preparing, signing, or encouraging 
seditious writings; they suspended them oh 
th.it account, and recommended it to the 
court to diMiii^s them. The court were 
pledged bv their letter to Fort St. George, 
of gdtli Septembci , 1W0<), to proceed to tile 
senousVonsidcration of the question of dis- 
mission. 

.‘id. — There are cases in which all go- 
vernments mnove officers vi ithouta trial by 
ro'.ut mailial. The company’ and their 
go\cnnu( nts have this power, and have ex- 
eiciscditou grounds tai less? m gent than 
the ease and eouduet of the officers at pre- 
sent in question. AVheti the. gi eat body of 
the o!fi« eis of an army aie in a state of in- 
Milim (limit ion, how could an accusation of 
luMihoi dotation lie submitted to a court, 
lbnncd of 1 hose ofticci* ?«and how could 
govern incut lcsoitto a dilatory course of 
legal piocccding, when piompt measures 
wtic absolutely rcqmitd. It is not to be 
tinned, that the government of Madras 
had no alternative between the course they * 
pursued, and sulkniig the evil to goon : 

4th. — The evidence on which the govern- 
ment ol Madras proceeded to the suspen- 
sions of the 1st May, appealed to the court 
to be, m the ciieumstunci • in which the 
government ueie placed, sufficient to war- 
rant that eouduet which they thought then- 
duty pi escribed lo them. The officer* 
vu'io not iguoiant of the reasons of their 
smpeiisioiis , but some gave 111 no defence 
.ft Madia*, and other.*, what appealed rjj- 
liu'i to .ursav ite their ease. Indeed, no one ! 
of then) had distinctly denied the mam 
f*.< l of wleeli they wire accused, that is f 
cither puparing or signing seditious wri- 
tings, 

bih. — The usual praet-eeof the court of 
diieetors is, to decide on the question re- 
lating to their accused Indian servants, by 
“ic documents ti ansmif *cd from India They 
do not, m geneial, call their servants home 
to be examined. > 

When servants come home, as in the pre- 
sent case, under suspension by any of tli^ 
governments abroad, whatever defence 



269 


ASIATIC ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810 - 11 . 


information they produce here, which they 
did not produce in India, can only he of the 
nature of ex parte evidence, the govern- 
ments abioad have no nie.ins of knowing or 
answering it, unless it he transmitted to 
them ; whereas to try a came between poli- 
ties fairly, Hie our patty should near what 
the other advances. And the court, though 
they do well to reserve their power of filial 
judgment, in all eases to themselves, can 
seldom exercise it safely or satkf.ictmily, 
except om evidence which their govern- 
inents have had an opportunity of knowing 
and meeting. The company do not and 
cannot proceed in the investigation of the 
* conduct of their accused Indian ‘‘e.vani ,1 y 
the same forms, pleadings, and evidence, as 
are required in our courts of !rv. i Ins 
system of pioc i cding would, he quite ini- 
, practicable ro them, 01 to any govt ntmml, 
With respect to the funclionai'ies of a dis- 
tant dependency . * And it is to he icme.u. 
bered, that the whole question in Mich c \ ,r 
is much of the iiatmc of a question In. tween 
master and servants, or between Miprriois 
and inferiors. However solicitous a mas- 
ter may be to rii ride equitably hetwten !iis 
servant's, yet if lie sees reason to l.elnvc 
that the conduct of a srivaiit Lus emlan- 
geicd his afiaiis, t rat the seiv.mt lias failed 
in duty, and ha- set a pernHon- example to 
othcis, ho sauly has a right to willidrawhis 
confidence from that servant, and to dispense 
with his service ; and, however tend r lie 
may choose to be in cxcieiMi.g till* ri. ht, oc- 
casions may aiise in which it may plainly in* 
his duty to pioetcd to that exeicise. 

Such, in the opinion of the i com t, was 
the case now under consideration. Con- 
vinced as they were of the mb conduct of 
the oftiecis in question, they deemed it im- 
portant at that crisis, that they should not 
appear to hesitate in giving the most dt Ti- 
ded suppoit to the cause of legal govern- 
ment ; and as fjir as our iceolU'etion mtvi *■, 
the president of the board of coinmi'jsiomus 
was of the same opiuion. 

It was ujion tl.C'-e grounds that the reso- 
lution of the )Lh of December was passed , 
and the letters since received from the go- 
vernor-general of the Igtli of October, 
1809, and 15th April, J8i0, stiougly incu!- 
catethc principle on w hich the court tlr re- 
io acted, of upholding the anthoiityof the 
civil power. 

Some who have espoused the cause of 
the officers, seem to have remain d ti.e 
court fu i having so long delayed to carry 
their record! d intention of dismission into 
effect ; but surely, t.iosc who complain of 
the suspension of the officers as seven , can- 
not, with consistency, think it matli i of ac - 
rusation that tliose officers have cot been 
actually dismissed, ft, will, however, be 
proper to explain the reasons which super- 
seded, during the remainder of the direc- 
tion of 1809-10, the execution of the court's 
'intention expressed pn the Stli December. 


Two days afterwards, namely on the 7th 
December, some fiesh advices, dated S!7tli 
May, and 9th June, 1809, arrived from Fort 
St. George, via Bombay, by the ships Up- 
ton Castle and Bombay, among which were 
alettev from major de Morgan, and a memo- 
rial from the honourable lieutenant colonel 
Sentlegn . 

Although these documents might not 
appear to contain matter which would 
clnngc the opinion entertained by the court, 
yet, as they had arnvcd, it was proper to 
give some tune for the peiusal and consi- 
dciatior of them. 

But floating tumours of a \ery unpleasant 
natuie, which soon afier began to circulate 
lespccting the Madras anny, weic eon- 
finned by advices received from Ceylon, by 
his majesty's government, duly in Jaimaiy, 
loi<\ and winch wric communicated to the 
chan mao, by pe M’cictaiy of state, on the 
bill of that no u!li, and rca « in court the 
next day. ITitbeito, tin informations be- 
loic the couit i ('presented only a pa t of the 
Madras aiir.y, a- in a fact ioiis and insubor- 
dinate state, and lli.it *.puit, lliomji un- 
doubtedly earned to veiy intemperate 
lengths, as like !y to he subdued by the 
me.imres which tlicg .\ eroinent had adopted, 
up to tin* Is! of May , i 80 1 ; hut tlm advices 
f» inn Coy Ion, which came down to tiie ‘Jlst 
August, rcpiesented the gient^r part of 
the company's officers of the Madias esta- 
blishment, as hoMile to that government; 

some divisions of thcanr.y to he in actual 
revolt ; aril gov eminent to be employing its 
ic ources for leislmg the insurgents, and 
subduing the remit by force. 

Tins gave a new appeal anee and chat af- 
ter to the whole of the qu> stiou concern- 
ing the Madras army . However culpable 
and deceiving of punishment the first ntig- 
kuders in seditious proceedings might have 
been, the erne of a ft w individual.-, accused 
of being of tins dcM'iiptmn, wa**, as it were, 
put out cf sight by the far moie important 
one of tli*' actual revolt of many , anil 
whilst their uuiialnial hostility was in ope- 
ration and pi ogre* ", and the prospect of its 
const queued *o appalling, it did not seem 
congiumi* or expedient to revert to one 
niiiinb* sp*,t in this great scene. 

Tow aids the end of January, a succinct 
account was icceived from Madras by the 
Ganges, dated the fitli September, 1809, of 
the progress and siippiession of the rebel- 
lion , and** the same conveyance brought 
intelligence of the ai rival of ttoe governor 
general at that presidency, and of his being 
about to enter on the task of inquiry and 
deci'-ion respecting the conduct of those 
officers who had been most conspicuous in 
the revolt. 

Owing to the multiplicity of affairs press- 
ing upon the court at that season of the 
ear, it was the latter end of February 
cfore the IVJa(flhs dispatch of the 6th Sep- 
tember was answered ; and about the mid- 
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die of flic month of March, ai rived by the 
Rattlesnake, lord iVIinto’s lcttei of the mb 
October, lttoy, detailing at length hi* suiti 
incuts, anil the measures he intended to 
pursue with regard to the piinripal offi n- 
dors in the rcbelSion. Scvtiul of Muse 
were to lie In ought to a court maitial , and 
it was naturally to he expected tiiat one 
result of such a procedure would be to 
throw fresh light upon the origin and pro- 
giess of tie* discontents in the Madias 
ainiy. Under .such eir ■unidantcs, it seem- 
ed pt culiarK unadvisuhlc to piocecd upon 
the case of the few suspended officers at 
home, especially ns the delay vv.w, under 
the existing lesolution of ir.c court, favour- 
able to them , and in (licet, tioni the new 
matter that heal come Inane, and the pios- 
peci of still liirtlur information, it was 
undei stood, though not tin* subject of miy 
formal minute, that whenever the const 
should proceed to a final (letm mmation con- 
cerning the suspended affirms, the ques- 
tion most embrace facts and considerations 
not in the contemplation of the com l when 
the resolution of the uth December was 
adopted. 

On the 4th April, 1810, however, seve- 
ral membeis of the com l who had eon* 
tended tor delay, in oidci fully to luur and 
consider the (Uteuce of tie* suspuided offi- 
i ers, supported a motion for resO.i up these 
officers to lucir forim*r i<niiucnis end lank 
in the sei vice, and to dun ieeimental 
allowance-* i’iomi t oc tiim of then <mbaiKa- 
tion fo i India, without .my rtuloi mvis- 
lig.it mil. 

IT.is motion, founded on the amnesty 
pa^-id by hud Mintoin tmha. and on ai ail- 
ments chiefly deduced fiom ihat measuie, 
was rejected |> v the pi runes ipu stion , 
and tile <m omuls on which it was ta-i ted, 
may he coffericd fiom an lniendmu't pio- 
poM'd to d, md, in con.* eijuenee, recorded, 
which was afterwards vuthrhawn. It will 
lie seen fiom that aiiuudnuut, that \vc 
the n umlci stood the ("is.* of the suspend' d 
oliicPiK to In*, from the ( vents and docu- 
ments Yiii^rh had come undn the notice id’ 
court, suj). ni.ient to the Mh of 1)< cciiiIut, 
open to lull i < c oil. 1 uleratum, and tlu.t it 
was the intention of ihe court to go into 
such reconsideration, as already mentioned , 
though no formal determination to that 
effect had been minuted. In this intention 
we certainly concurred; for though we 
continued to think that the resolution of 
the Mil December was warranted by the 
documents then before the court, and the 
circumstances of the time cxpicssing as it 
did, only an opinion, and leaving the ques- 
tion of actual dismission still open to de- 
bate ; yet we were perfectly willing and 
desirous that every subsequent information 
which could throw light on the case of the 
officers, and every thing they had subse- 
quently offered in their own defence, should 
be fairly weighed. \ 


2 6g 

To the rejection of the motion of the 
4tii of April, a dissent, signed by four 
members of tlu* court was given in on the 
1 1 tli oft! t month. The chance in the 
dirictmn at that time, and otlu r Inn mess 
of a pu shing nature, easily disposed us, 
conceiving a* wo then did, the final dis- 
cussion of flic ease of tlu* officers to be at 
no gieat distance, to wave an immediate 
answer to that dissent; feeling, as in rea- 
hiy we also did, more reluctance to the 
continuance of disputation, than difficulty 
with nspeet to the uigmiiints contained in 
it. T,»e same state oi mind may, we trust, 
at this i "mote pciiod, after so many other 
paper.-* Imve hem writt'ii relain e to the 
same subjtel, and so many intermediate 
piocecd mgs connected with d have taken 
place , sufficiently excuse II s * for not going 
into <mv den ded reply to that dissent ; 
wild*/ wo iitisl ll.at mu declining to take 
any .uoie i Inn a ( uisory view of it, “as we 
now proceed t o do, will not be aseiibed to 
any ol'ur tansc. In truth, the dissent in 
question appear.' to us, from tin* nature of 
the propo ...ion for which it contends, and 
tlu .*i guments it employs, to be p lrticularly 
opt a to l’iply. Aftti the court bad for- 
int .lv pled.eu ilst 11 1o go mto a solemn 
e* . i. '..nation of the ease of those officers, 
.md ! ad passe.] ;m opinion, declarin': them 
woMliy <d‘ disinedmi ; aftei flic authors of 
the dissent had them* civet pleaded for 
delay m order to the hearing of the officers, 
and i*oi full ir.vesii arion , after they had 
indeid conti ud:d tm the innocence of these 
olfiei is ; a pioposiUmi to e* U *nl to them, 
by sii'iun.uy i evolution, without trial or 
ex immation, Hie Itncht of an amnesty, 
which term always presupposes guilt, 
seemed to us full of uicongiuity, and en- 
tirely inadmissible. Many of tlu* reasons* 
adduced against the rejection of that pro- 
position, also appear to us to be incon- 
gi lions. If, as is ariiiied, the con it's gene- 
ral ordeis of the v j?th May ,*1771, forbade 
the dismission of sonants without a trial ; 
if. after the court had heard the t.v pmte 
statements, as they an termed of the Ma- 
dras govei nment, iinpui tial justice demand- 
ed they should also hear the offieeis; if, 
whin the resolution of tin* Mil December 
was passed, it was thought by the propo- 
sers of it, that thou* was information enough 
before the court, if the officers Imd waited 
two or more months without being heard, 
ami most of them without being even told 
of what they were accused ; if after all 
they a>hc 1 not to lie acquitted, but to be 
heard ; all these might be valid reasons for 
pmceednig to examination and trial, but 
surely could not, even if just in themselves, 
afford any fa ; r conclusion lor restoring the 
officers, without cither trial or considera- 
tion of tlieir case. In fact, however, the 
general orders of 1774, were not, as we 
believe, meant to apply to cases of exten- 
sive military insubordination or sedition, 
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nor to withdraw from the Indian govern- 
ments, the power of suspending officers 
without the sentence of* a court martial, a 
♦ power which has occasionally hecn used 
ever since; and as to what is tenned the 
expaitt statements of the Madras govern- 
ment, it has bet'll the usual practice of the 
court, as already observed, to judge of the 
conduct of their servants abroad, by the 
representations and documents received 
from their governments. ‘In the general 
Orders suspending the officers, with which 
they were necessarily acquainted, the offen- 
ces imputed to tin in arc described. It is 
asked, “ how the circumstances m winch 
the Madras government weie placed, could 
apply in our justification r” Those cir- 
cumstances certainly entered essentially 
into the consideration of the conduct of 
. ^ that government*, and as to the opinion 
** passc(| by the court on the officers, in the 
resolution of the nth December, it stands 
on tois ground : “ those evidences, so fai 
sis they are brought before the eomt,do 
appear elcaily to establish the guilt of H.r 
parties.” It 1 * said of .Sir (j. Harlow, in 
the examinations he held befoic him ie- 
epecting those officers, that his exclusive 
object was not the discover of incoeem ( . 
We apprehend the pioper object of i is 
inquiries, aiul of tin' inquiries of all 
judges to bo tne discoveiv ot liutli. \S ilii 
regard to the delay till Apni la-t, ot Hie 
consideration of tin oificcis e.is t »s, flu 
cause-, of it have also bivii alicaily t \- 
plaiued. Time woe no such i casons tbi 
delay in representing thccoinlm-r of gene- 
ral Macdovvall to liis map >.t\ ? though llie 
dissent insinuate'* that measure to have 
been precipitate. Oeiici.il iMacdowall 
having declared, that lie would not appial 
to the court, no Tin flier inforriMtion was 
to be expected fioin him, noi had tney the 
power of passing anv sentence upon him. 
It v ris then foie the duty of the court to 
lay the represfntatioiis egaiiM lum before 
the king, without <vcn <h laving *o long 
as they liad . for that step did not decide 
on his cas< , but only put into Ins majesty's 
hands, documents on which to found an 
inquiry, in such time and manner as he 
tfhould judge fit ; and the delay in till- case 
of the officers has since been extended 
much further, without any recorded objec- 
tion by the authors of the dissent. Were 
it indeed certain, as stated in the second 
reason of dissent, that “ the removal of 
the officers essentially contributed to pro- 
duce the fermentation in the army, which 
previously led to the guilty dcfcnninatimi 
of seeking redress by force of a mis,” (a 
mode of expression, which, we presume, 
the gentlemen, on reconsideration, may 
think Hot- well chosen; still it must be fair 
to inquire wtoetuer the officers were guilty 
•f * the oftenctfr with which they were 
charged, and whether their suspension 
not have been a proper measure. 


It is said that the restoration of the offi- 
cers would have contributed ‘essentially to 
the conciliation of tne army. - The amnesty 
of lord Minto, which is held forth ‘is the 
great example, and w r as, by f tie way, an 
amnesty wlicie there w^as no individual 
accusation, does not appear to have had 
that effect : and, eei thinly, thcic is another 
most impmtai.t concern, which has not 
been touched on in this dissent, how the eic- 
dit and uuthoiity of the civil government 
is to he pit sci v ed against military encioaeh- 
liient and sedition. The word “ cliarj^d,” 
is said, in the dissent, to be used as if it 
were synonymous with “ convicted." Ur 
think Mt will be found not to be so used; 
it wav not intended to strain its mituial mi- 
poi t, nor an* wo -aware of any forced infe- 
rences contained in the ie-olu*iou of the 
Dcbembei . To the personalities introduced 
into the dissent, towards the lute chan man, 
he v\ ishc s only toicply , that th onglumt these 
affairs, he has acted according to his sense of 
du I v /flu* opposition he made to the introduc- 
tion, tiii> general court, by lhe respectable 
officei alludedto in the dissent, of the subject 
ot the suspended officer:*, when time was 
no question nor notice of any question he- 
loie tliat coinl, wild only the case of one 
’•idr could have been heard, was a nccessaiy 
oIim rv .nice of < 'dubh.dicd order and pio- 
piioty. The mfoi illation he then, on the 
atitl.-nih only of *hc public dispatches, 
mentioiiMl to he .still in expectation, v\,u 
nilonn.itioii on the g/ueial impoitant ques- 
tion n .-per ting the state and temper ot the 
M:idi-is anny : the airaignment of the 
eiuiii mail foi measures winch were become 
the i n asm » s of thr couit, is not regular 
mu dec.noiis. 

Many things arc, in our opinion, drawu 
into tin* dissent, without lelcv.mcy to the 
point iii him! . and the judicial leview in. 
flounced into it, of the cases of the sevc- * 
lal officer* on whose conduct the opinion ot 
the coin! -till lemained to he pionoiinccd, 
appeared to us then, as it does now, to have 
been picniatme and nri'gulai . and against 
the statement given of those eases, we must 
piotcst, as being noth difective and errone- 
ous. But deeming this mode of pievioasly 
bringing torw ud individual decisions, on 
cases which are before the couit foi judg- 
ment, as objectionable, we shall abstain 
at the piesent moment especially, from 
passing any opinion on the cases in ques- 
tion. i 

Fiom tlic causes above-mentioned, the 
direction of 1809-10 closed without the 
final determination which, in a very dif- 
ferent state of things, the resolution of 
the .)th December, had intended at au ear- 
lier period 

The same motives for delay continued 
to operate in t> e new direction, into wliicn, 
besides six mernbeis had enteicd wl.o were 
not partus to the pioceetlmgs ot* the io-e- 
goiug y ear, and who uctdtd time t< . 
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quaint themselves with the voluminous 
documents which had relation to the cases of* 
those officers; and it appeared at length 
to be the general opinion of the new court, 
that the further consideration of the eases 
of these officers ought to be delayed, in 
order to afford an opportunity for receiving 
from India any information from the re- 
ports of the courts martial, or any other 
source tliaf might throw light on their con- 
duct; arid it was only on the 24th Septem- 
ber, 1810, that lord M info's letter of the 
loth April, 1810, announcing the conclu- 
sion of those trials by court martial, arriv- 
ed in England, by the William Pitt from 
Madras. On the 10th October following, 
the court of directors came to the resolution 
“ that this court will, on Tuesday, the 20th 
November next, piocced to take into con- 
sideration tin* cases of the sex oral officers 
of the Madras arms, now at home under 
suspension, and that the said officers have 
notice thoieor;’ 1 and although the resolu- 
tion of the 5th December, 1809, was not 
on that occ asion foi mall} alluded to, it is 
obvious that, according to the terms of tin* 
resolution of the lOtli October, the court 
must liaxe consideierl the whole of the 
cases of those officer*, respecting which it 
has appeared much new mattei had been re- 
ceived, as still open to consideration. 

It seems only necessary to add, that the 
delay, and the cause of it-, was publicly 
known and announced by the chairman, 
not onl} in his place in the House of Com- 
mons m May lost, in a reply to a question 
put to him by a near connection of one of 
the Madras officers, but was al-o stated 
personally to that officer by the chairman, 
who cxpics'rd himself satisfied with the 
determination. 

We have the honour to be, 
(Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient. 
Humble Servants, 

W. Astelt,, 
C. Grant. 

To the honourable the Court of Directors, &c. 

Gentlemen, 

I request \our permission to enter the 
following memorandum upon the court's 
records : 

The resolution ert’ the court of the 5th 
December, 1809, respecting the dismissal 
from the service of the Madras suspended 
officers, without having culled up mi them 
for their defence, bavin * »> on introduced 
into the- paper read in - mrt on The 6 th 
instant, signed bv the chan man ^nd Charles 
Grant, Esq. and the statement being cor- 


rect, as the numbers which appear 
to have balloted for and against that ques- 
tion, viz. fifteen for, and two against it, 
although thiee of the members then pc*-. , 
sent, spoke warmly against it, and three* 
entered their wiitlen dissents, 1 art) anxious 
to free myself from the charge of having 
voted for a measure, which, at the tune 
I stated in my place to have been of Die 
most exceptionable nature that I had ever 
witnessed, and' I am still of the same 
opinion. 

(Signed) S.Toome* 

East India House, 
the 8th March, 1811. 

* At a Court of Directors held on Wed- 
nesday, the 27th February, J 81 1 

“ The under-mentioned papers being cal- 
led for, were read ; vi/.. — 

“ General letter from Fort St. George* fcf 
in the public depaitmeiit, dated I8th Sep- 
tember, 1810 , xvi lit the enclosures therein; 
viz. Nos. 2, :>, and 4. 

“ Exti act of commissions of government 
for Fm t. St. George, dated 2d Juqfc, 1807, 
and loth April, 1810. * } 

« ** The following /notion was then, made; 
xiz. — 

“ That the opinion of the company’# 
standing council be taken respecting the le- 
gality of the pioceeduigs of the 51 a dras go- 
xe«mueiit, in the removal of Mr. I’ctrift 
from the council of that presidency, previ- 
ous to the lcccipt of the new commission of 
government, and to the arrival of sir Samuel 
Aiielimutv, appointed second in council; 
and previous likewise to Die receipt of order# 
to that ofleef, under the bauds of thirteen 
or moie, of the directors.” 

“ And the pit vious question on the said 
morion being nioxed ; viz. 

“ That this question be now*put; — 

“ And the same being taken by the bal- 
lot, — 

u It passed in the negativ£” 

At a Court of Directors, held on Tuesday^ 
XJfith March, 18 LI. 

The chairman acquainting the court, that 
it is specially summoned for the purpose of 
taking into further consideration the cases 
of tin* suspended Madras officers. 

And the following motions beiug sepa- 
rately put ; 

It was 

Resolved by the ballot, That major De 
Morgan appear 1 , to this court to have been 
guilty of having signed a very improper and 
inflammatory address to lord Minto, con- 
taining doctrines Hostile to the existence of 


* The proceedings of the court of directors *re not continued here exactly in order 

of time ; but in such axvay, it is trusted, as to keep the discussion oil particular point# 
as distinct as practicable, and as little interrupted as may be in detail. — 'Hie reader 
will observe, that a great lapse of time bad occurred, which is explained in the correspon- 
dence, between the proposed resolution for the dismission of certain officers, aud the date 
when the subject was resumed. ' 
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military discipline, and calculated to lead to 
the subversion ot* all due authority in the 
state ; and that he has also, in the intended 
prosecution ol’ lieutenant-colonel Mu tiro, 
and m lus letter to colonel (slippage, dated 
I4ih Apiil, 1809, exhibited a spint deserv- 
ing of much reprehension. 

Resolved In the ballot, That captain 
Marshall appears to this court to hive been 
guilty of having prepared copies of the in- 
tended factious and inflammatory memorial 
to lord Miiito, hrslile, as already mention- 
ed. both to military discipline and to legal 
government, at as early a period us the 
beginning of February, 1 CO 1 ' — Tlut this fact 
might lead to the inference of his having 
had a further concern m the circumstances 
iclaffng to this paper ; and m tlie most fa- 
vourable c. listi notion that could possibly be 
put upon lus conduct, must prove that he 
i\\vas l.i. h!\ deficient in unessential point of 
Iiis duty, in concealing the know led ;- 1 of it 
from the government of Madias. 

Remlvcd by the ballot, Tl nit lieiitennnt- 
rolonel Martin, also appears to Ibis coin*; lo 
have been guilt v of having been c. .m onied 
in preparing copies of the intended factious 
and iunannuatoiy mcinoiial to lord Mmlo, 
the chaiac r cr of which has been .slieady do- 
scribed, at as early a period as the begin- 
ning of February, 1009. — That this fact, as 
in the ca*c of captain Marshall, might lead 
to the inh'ience of his having been further 
concerned m the rnciimstances t dat- 
ing to this paper, and injlio most favout- 
ablc construction that could possibly be put 
upon his conduct, must prove that lie was 
deficient in his duty, in coijceahng the 
knowledge of it from the government of 
Madras. 

Resolved by the ballot, that captain 
Grant appears to have been guilty of a very 
pcnoii.i oileilto against military discipline 
anfi the authority of legal government, in 
siihscnlnng Ids inline to «n nddro-x to major 
Holes, m whir A a systematic ic-i-tance to 
government is upheld, and an imkmnity is 
offered to the persons suifciing under sudi 
resistance; and tint captain Giant ha.4 
moreover added to tin- offence by the re- 
pieheusible manner in which he intioduccu 
this paper to the notice of the government 
of Fmt St George. 

A letter from John Huddleston, Ksq. 
niemlnr of tin-* court, dated this day, con- 
taining In . observations upon a letter from 
the kite a ml pn “cut chairman, read in court 
the 6th instant, was lead. 

To the horouiable Court of Directors of 
the Ka it India company. 
u Geiitlni'og, . 

4< In the *r :t c^o ih- court, from the late 
chairman and^eputy chairman, deliveied 
and read the 6th imtant, a const! uction is 
given to the resolution l\ the com i of the 
5th Decern he i, 1309 ; the ‘udrecl of the 
Madias suspended officers, so essentially 


different from that which I conceive to be 
the conect one, and observations are ap- 
plied to the dissent which was recorded 
against tli at 1 evolution, and to the proposi- 
tion offered to the court off the 4th April, 
1810, for the removal of the suspensions, 
and to the dissent which was recorded on 
the li th, by four members of the court, 
against the rejection of that proposition, of 
a nature so cxtraordinaiy, that f should he 
wanting to those of our absent ex-colleagues, 
whose signatmcs appeal with mine to the 
last-mentioned dissent, and to the senti- 
ments and principles which 1 have invaria- 
bly maintained in relation to the whole sub- 
ject, it** by omitting to notice that construc- 
tion and those observations, I left them to 
produce the inipiession which they are cal- 
culated to nuke, not on the court, or oil 
any of its members, but on those who may 
read them without a previous knowledge of 
the haiiwK-tiOus and a peius d of the docu- 
ments to winch they lcffr. 

“ Aker what has lx t n >*aid, and the opi- 
nio s that have been declined of the reso- 
lution of the 6th December, 1809, by 
members of the court distinguished not less 
for their moderation and candour, than tor « 
their pre-i mment talents and long expe- 
rience, 1 ratlxr expected that one of those 
iucuiImis would pinpu.tc the expunging of 
tiiat i\ solution fiom our minutes, than that 
even tin patent of it, the late chairman 
himself, would venture on the Hemilean 
task of attempting its defence. 

“ The creat ami of the Utter in question, 
is In give a character and consti action to 
the resolution of the .ith December, 1809, 
widely different from those which it has 
liitlx rto borne, rc.il of which 1 believe no 
human ingenuity can divest it. I propose* 
to examine progressively every material 
statement which the letter contains. It 
begins with observing, that fct the reso- 
lution ot’ the ot ii Dicembcr, 1309, was the 
result of a ddibtratr prom ding, held m 
pursuant c of notice <iivui uml tecorded 
on a pirn fling court flay. The resolution 
did not, as lias been very erroneously 
assumed by some, first pass a judgment 
o.i U,e officers, and then refer tin* exami- 
nation of liuir fuses to a futme day, the 
proceeding of the coi.rlwas quite difie- 
vi nl, they first examined and consult red 
tin* conduct of the officers, and then 
passed an opinion upon it.” The chair- 
man on f‘)i( prcei ding court day, did cer- 
tainly acquaint the couit, that on Tuesday 
next, lie inlendeii to submit to their consi- 
deration what further proceeding* may be 
propel respecting the officers lately sus- 
pend! d at Fort St. George. On that 
Tuesday, the chairman came to the coart 
with a paper re ady prepared, and delivered 
a speed;, from which it was obvious that 
the paper expressed a resolution for dis- 
missing the suspended officers ; a discus- 
sion eusutd, in which several mcmbeis, 
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and partionlaily one of great influence in 
the court, who is always the calm opposcr 
of violc nt and precipitate mcasiuc*, depn*- 
rated what they conceived would he so 
harsh and unjust a proecc ding, as the officers 
aceustd were us yet absent and unheard, 
and there was nothing hefou* Iheroint but 
t!ie e»T parti' st.itvim ids ot‘ tn< ir accuser, 
111 eon eou< ‘iic»* of thi> di-mission, t he paper 
v\ as idler. * l l>\ the < !mii man hr.iv-» It with 
the aid of the stml.uy an i at hngtn 
1 educed Jo 1m* foun and wouh in winch it 
now apjK.tr*, and I thnk it wii! he round 
that it do* s much none than kl pass an opi- 
nion” on the eemd'ict of tec oHic* rs t 
“The lekci p»o a rd*. to si ik , rmit ‘“the 
a at ions documt nts in pn-sc ^imn of the 
<01111, relative to toe subject uh<ch h,«l 
in fine been con-idc ted, weic again lead, 
a donate followed, sutd 1 1 1 emu tr.-onu t!u* 
ix solutions passed bv a majority <;t‘ J.> to 
V. * f know only oi' the papeis havin’* 
been read, but not of any piwjn t is consi- 
deration of tle'iii ; and as t;\c uiemlu is at 
least earnestly depri rated the adoption of 
tin* icsolutiou, and ilirt 0 rc < oided protests 
against it f f am at a loss to u'vount for the 
fiiet of their having appealed only two 
votes on the ballot again-t it , and it seems 
to iv e explicable only, b\ supposin'.' that 
xevcial nicmbeis must, by mistake, have 
balloted for tin* ic uliitioii, win 11 tiiey 
n tomb d to have ball* teil a^idost it. 

“ Defore pioecedm^ to the iu\t p:na- 
(jiajdi in tie* h *!< r, it is i.eer ss.jry to otfei 
a si 1 oi t putatoiN slaleiueni. 

“ 'The Madias govei nnient had depth cd 
the otiieers of their sbitions and, com- 
mand'., suspended lour of them fnnn the 
company s scivirc, and oideml them igno- 
minioudy t<» fCnjjhiiu! wnl.out a tualora 
hearing, and tec ommendod a til‘1 , Imu- 
tuianf c*< Umel Muiliu, to he disnn s, d the 
s< ni-T - not ie call upon him tin t, is de- 
li nee, or see <f he could <»ifei mu, but to 
do ai'ss him tiom ‘lie service 

“The ic schilion in <j;u stion, of the ,>tii 
December, 1 U0‘>, whin the parties weie 
on tluii pasaiii • vo EugLud, (cxeept'iig 
iiciitc mint , n'< 10 i Y.,: ini, who was then 
actually 111 Loudon, and ignorant even of 
hishavtvg hem acuNid) m c oiiiit matioii 
of that pioccediog of the Mad as g nv em- 
inent, a'Muues loe pmlt c>f the otti> t is oil 
the i.r pm it’ eliminating Mai< meat <*f V m* 
juvuser, and pkdgts the court in proc eed 
on a fat me day, tn the act of then* dis- 
mission. 

“ Such is the definition given of the 
1 evolution in (jn< s..oii, in a Protest against 
it, dated the nth of tile same niontn, and 
enlarged upon in auotiic r, by four members 
of the court, of tin- ltth April ensuing; 
and to determine whether or not the defi- 
nition is a just one, all that I conceive to 
be necessary is, to read the resolution itself 
to which it is applied. After t\je lapse, 
however, of fifteen months, namely, from 
VOL. 12. 


the otlf December, 1809 , to the < 5 th March, 
1 141 1 , a letter is addressed to the court, 
whirl! virtually, though not in express 
lei ms, denies that the resolution pledged 
the court to the art of dismission, and 
turough many succeeding pages, labours 
lu.rd to inculcate the idea, that it left the 
subject open for future delihe ration. That 
in the carlv pascs cd’ the letter, however, 
the writer felt the diflk idly of the ta-.k Ilf; 
iiad undei taken, will In* manifest in com- 
piling the pc'eiilmr phiaseologv enip'oved 
m tl.c* following passage vvitii the resolu- 
tion i : .elf. 

“ 'i lie resolution distinctly stated it to bo 
tlu» ejimioM ot t!:e court, tlis.il ihe said offi- 
cers were worthy of dismissiOii ; but be- 
cause a >t.mding ride rcciuitcd il.<il pre- 
vious no'jct shpuhl be gii'tn of u motion of 
di-mis' U.n, the resolution, m obedience to 
this iu!e, dceordinOy bore, that the court 
would, on a future d.iy, proceed to Ihe 
ae< c.f diMuissiou. Tins mod< of piore- 
dure neees'arily left tlie subject open to 
another ,cih bate, which tiie 1e.soh1tu.11 as- 
sumed would be final. N01 were tlie court 
(h Minus to evelucje tliat luitlier ojipoitu- 
>iif y of discii^sieii, which in conibanity to 
the ‘landing older it would produce, al- 
lhou«h th<*y thougld it their duty tin n to 
reeoid the opinion they had fomn d, and on 
when the u!tuu..(c act of di'-ir.issimi was 
to procc’ed ” 

“ ll**i <*, it will !<" oiivious, is an admis- 
sion not veiv <list .nt from the character 
assigned to Use 1 c 1011 111 tl.t* ui^seiils, 
n..nu !y. tiiai it jih dgc’d the court to pso- 
<*e. <i to tjp act of diMi.i'Mou mi a fuluio 
day , but ^!iis 4 adinm'.nm is gradually re- 
eede<l from as the advaiu cs 9 until at 

lengt 1 * ii breadlv stated tin* l the tesotu- 
tiou exp'vs.ed * 4 only ;.n op.nv'n,” leav- 
ing the q'leotum, t( of aetua! d smissioh, 
slid (/pen to d< ]>ate,” and then follow these 
words, “yet we were perfecHy willing am) 
(lesiioiiH tl* it every subsequent infoi m.itiou 
wnie!i eoald throw light on the ease of the 
suspended ofiiceis, and every thing tliey 
had subs< qi.ently offered in their defence, 
should be fullv weighed.’’ To ail a* cpiaiut- 
t*d with the facts, thi> passagt* mu>t, we 
think, appear extr.ioidnirtiv m tiie pro- 
tesV of the 1 1 til Apul, UMO, by four direc- 
lois, it is stated as then belief (with refc- 
rencii to tlie pi oe, c, lings of the . > 1 1 1 De- 
cember, on the e.ivpi of the suspended 
officer-) that the proposition which the 
chau-man on that day* brought forward in 
court. in the original dimt, extended 
to their disMi-sion tiom the s< rviee and 
1 think that if live late c bail man could 
hnv * contradicted rli.it statement, he would 
not have omitted to do it, in a letter 
which, though professing to take only a 
cursory view cl tl. d protest, and to con- 
sider it as peculiarly “ open to reply,” de- 
votes to it eight pages of a large-sized 
paper,* closely written, and adverts to no 



274 


ASIATIC ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810 - 11 . 


part of it that is more important. If it 
was, however, merely an omission, the late 
chairman will have an opportunity of rec- 
tifying it at whatever period of time here- 
after he may, as I conjecture he will, con- 
descend to notice the observations I am 
now submitting to the court, and of deny- 
ing that the proposition lie brought for- 
ward on the 5th December, 1809, did (as 
he brought it into court) extend to the 
dismission of the five suspended officers 
therein named, from the company’s ser- 
vice; and if he cannot make that denial, 
it will remain with him to reconcile his 
intention to have proposed the dismission 
of the officers that day from the service, 
with his having been u perfectly willing 
and desirous that every subsequent infor- 
mation which could tlnow light on the case 
of the officers, and every thing they had 
subsequently offered in their own defence, 
should be fully weighed to what period 
the w’ords “subsequent and subsequently, 
are meant to refer, and whether it can be 
to any but a period subsequent to their 
dismission from the sen ice: the late chair- 
man will, perhaps, also condescend to ex- 
plained is a fact never to be lost sight 
of by those who \vi**h to form a candid 
and impartial judgment on the whole sub- 
ject of the proceedings of tin* Mb Decem- 
ber, 1809, that four of the suspended offi- 
cers were at that time on their passage to 
England, and that the> had been suspended 
in India wi limit a trial oi a hearing, or 
being called upon for anv explanation or 
defence; and that the fifth (lieutenant- 
colonel Martin) was in London, and igno- 
rant even of his having been accused, at 
the moment that the court weic debating 
the question of his dismission from the 
service. But i will now* suppose the late 
chairman to be able to deny that the pupei 
he brought forward in couit tin* otii De- 
cember, didjtbefoie i! was altered, express 
a resolution of actual dismission of the sus- 
pended officers, and take the 1 evolution as 
it now stands on the minutes of the court, 
and then leave to cverv impaitial breast to 
decide whether, a'* stated in the letter 
before us, it expressed “ only an opinion, 
leaving the question of actual dismission 
still open to debate,” or whether, as I con- 
tend, it pledged the court to piocccif to 
tlx* act of dismission on a future day. On 
these points the icsolution shall speak for 
itself; the words are these, “ That the 
offence. s with which those officers are 
charged, are of the most dangerous and 
criminal nature, subversive of ail legiti- 
mate authority, and ought always to re- 
ceive the severest punishment which the 
court of directors can inflidt j since lenity 
in such a case to individuals, would prove 
most detrimental and pernicious to the 
general interest *of the army, the Indian 
governments, and the nation. 

“ That, in {fee circumstances in which 


the government of Fort St. George were 
placed, and under the conviction they had 
from evidences before them, the mea- 
sures they adopted with respect to those* 
officers, were proper and necessary. 

“ That those evidences, so far as they 
are brought before the court, do appear 
clcai i ly to establish the guilt of the different 
putties to whom they related, and to shew 
them worthy of dismission. 

“ That it is therefore proper to proceed 
to the act of dismission ; and that agree- 
ably to the standing lule of the service, 
which requires notice of a motion of a 
dismission, the court do, on a future day, 
proceed to the said act, namely, the dis- 
mission of lieutenant colonel Scntleger, 
ma jor de Morgan, captain Marshall, capt. 
Grant, and lieutenant - colonel Martin; 
and in the meantime, that lieutenant-col. 
Mai tin, now at home, who was equally 
implicated, and upon the same evidences 
m the offence for which captain Marshall 
was suspended ; who would have been 
suspended in like manner, hud he been in 
India, and whom the Fort St. ^vcorgo 
government recommend it to the court to 
dismiss with the other officers; lie, until 
the final consideration of their rase comes 
on, suspended, as they are, from the com- 
pany’s service.” 

“ As I have just quoted the words of the 
resolution, I shall repeat here the statement 
made m the protest of the 10th April, 
and questioned in the lettei f am now dis- 
missing ; that in the resolution of the 5th 
December, the, word cliaigul is made use 
of, and i died on precisely as if the signi- 
fication weie synonitnous with the woi <i 
convicted. I confidently ask, whether the 
offieeis has ing been charged with offences 
ot the most criminal and dangerous nature, 
is not one of* ihe expressed giouuds for 
the severe declaration which follows in the 
concluding paragraph, namely, “ that it 
is therefore pioper to proceed to the act of 
dismission.” If the late chairman himself 
can still entertain a doubt of my correct- 
ness on this point, or give a negative answi r 
to the fdiegoiug question, I invite him to 
state distinctly what “ therefore” refer* 
to ; submitting to him, at the same time, 
whether his difficulties would be at all 
lessoned by making it refer exclusive- 
ly to the statement which immediately 
precedes it. Lastly, before taking leave 
of the •defence now offered for the resolu- 
tion of the 5th December, 1809, I shall 
accopt it in the very sense contended for, 
and suppose it not to have pledged ihr 
court to the act of dismission, but merely 
to Lave pronounced it as the opinion of 
the court, that the officers were worthy of 
dismission; and even taking it solely in 
that sense, I submit it to the candid reflec- 
tion .of the court, whether the so pro- 
nouncing upon men absent and unheard, 
even if, instead of being all officers of 
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known merit, they had been the humblest 
individuals dependant on the company for 
bread, would not have been a violation of the 
great principle of audi alteram partem ; and 
in that a violation of the principle delivered 
ro us as comprehending the sum and essence 
of our duty ; for it may safely be affirmed 
that it is a principle which no one ever vio- 
lated who would not loudly claim the benefit 
of it in his own case.— “ Hear all, and then 
judge,” has been a precept revered by every 
upright tribunal ; and, in our several discus- 
sions ob the cases of the suspended officers, it 
has repeatedly been observed, and in po in- 
stance denied, i hat we were acting as a so- 
lemn tribunal, sitting in judgment on the re- 
putations and fortunes of officers who had 
served the company from twenty to thirty 
yem with unblemished honour and fidelity. 
It might have been added, that besides the 
character of judge, we filled also those of 
jury, and of paiiv in the cause, since we re- 
present that body against which the offences 
arc alleged to have been committed : the 
more binding and sacred, therefore, was the 
obligation upon us to judge with strict im- 
partiality, and to guard our minds with the 
utmost jealousy apaimr 'he influence of the 
impressions which the ex parte unanswered 
representations of the Madras government 
could not fail to produce. — 1 yet trust that the 
ultimate result of our piotccdings, in all that 
is now before us, may carry with it the ap- 
probation of the public - t hut, whatevi r that 
result may be, I am sure that no member of 
the court will rvci regret that the resolution 
of the 5th Deo ruber was resisted. 

41 The letter then noiicesthe fact of three 
members of the court having recorded dis- 
sents to the resolution, and professes to de- 
scribe the grounds on which these dissents 
rested. I would however prefer, that for 
the arguments on which those dissents were 
founded, and for the motives which induced 
us to record them, the papers themselves 
should be referred to. 

44 The letter then proceeds to account for 
the delay in answering tho*»r dissents, ami 
to state the reasons which induced them (ihc 
latechairjnan and depurj-chairnnn), and they 
believe a majority of the court, to adopt the 
resolution of the 5th December, and it then 
necessarily involves a laboured defence of the 
Madras government. Ir was obvious’’ (says 
the letter) 44 that a spirit of lnsubotdtnamm 
and sedition had proceeded 10 a great* length 
among the Madras officers ; this spirit acted 
by combination and written communications 
between different divisions of the 31 my, and 
its direct tendency was to overawe or con- 
trou! the civil government j such a temper 
and disposition among military men could be 
put down only by a strong and prompt hand ; 
to support the authority of the civil govern- 
ment, was to support the authority of the 
company rsHf. V, as was affirmed on one 
side, and <i' ui< d ori die other, the* govern- 
ment of Madras had erred in supporting a 


right object, this was no justification, of the 
conduct of the officers , to preserve the pos- 
sessions of the company, sedition must be 
repelled,” &c. 

4 ‘ This passage, however ingeniously worded* 
will upon examination, we believe, be found 
to apply neither to the defence of the court’s 
resolution of the 5th December, nor to that 
of the conduct of the Madras government; 
the whole of it is built on facts, not one of 
which is proved ; and in the former part, a 
fact is assumed which is capable of easy dis- 
proof; the effects which are known to have 
been produced by the suspensions and remo- 
val* of the 1st May, are assumed as the cause 
of those severe aejs. The reader 1$ ingeni- 
ously led to suppose, that at that due the 
system of combination and of communica- 
tions between the different divisions of the i 
army had already taken place, and tb it the 
couit was apprized of them when the reso- 
lution of the 5th December, was ^reposed 
and adopted ; whereas a reference to dates 
will clearly shew, that on the .5th Deccfnber, 
1809, the court oF directors were not in pos- 
session of any evi nce, or of anv novices 
relating to insubornination or sedition, ex- 
cept the minute of sir George Bir low, of the 
1st of May, 1809, in which there is al- 
lusion to any combinations or wiitten com- 
munications between divisions of the army; 
indeed it is impo. 'I)!** tlv . ''oukl be any, 
for str George Bai ow, in his subsequent dis- 
patches, expressly states, that the system of 
combination was established throughout the 
armv, after the Hyu abad officers had decla- 
red their participation in the feelings of their 
brother officers, and had disclaimed the piaisea 
bestowed on themselves in the orders of the 
1st May. In proof of the correctness of this 
statement, it is only neccssaty to refer to the 
letter from the Madras Government, dated 
the 6th September, (inns. 5 and 6) which 
was received pe. Ganges on th§ 2qth Janu- 
ary, 1810, and to the general letter of the 
loth of September (pans. 3, 6, 7 and 8), 
which was received per Rattlesnake, on the 
12th of March, 1810. These letters dis- 
tinctly shew that the combinations of the offi- 
cers, and the written communications between 
the divisions of the army, wete the conse- 
quences, and not the causes, of the orders of 
the *1 st of May. It was the summary inode 
oF punishment announced in those orders, 
that produced an universal feeling of indig- 
nation, and led to those excesses, in the guile 
of which the letter (unwittingly we trust) 
labours to involve the officers whose suffering* 
excited them. 

“ Colonel Malcolm’s communications front* 
Masultpatatn, of the 4th and 5th of July, 
apptorro have been the eailieston which the 
knowledge of a combination among the offi* 
cers was founded : nor can any fact or circum- 
stance be adduced to shew, that the officers 
alluded to in the court’s icsolution of the £(h 
December, or any of them, were concerned 
in thntcombinatwni or that apj&JfcW formed 

. Jl, \. 
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until after they had been sent beyond the ter- 
ritories of the Mjdras government. The 
imputation, therefore, and theaigumentbuilr, 
have been too lightly hazarded ; and even if 
they were correct, 1 should submit to the 
court of dircctois, and to every generous mind 
that may hereafter peruse these records, wuli 
what grace they are brought forward at this 
precise moment, when the accused officers 
have closed their deft nee , and arc precluded 
from any opportunity of answering them. 

“ Ol the next argument in defence of the 
resolution of the ,5th December, the sub- 
stance is this: — “The com t were called to 
the decided exercise of thc.r power by if.e 
Madras government \ in other words, tne 
. Madras government had suspended iht cflu-is 
Without a trial or a hearing, and tluv called 
"jfy Upon the court of directors to follow their 
' "'" example by dismissing them from the sen. ice 
in the same summary inannei.” 1 hey repre- 
sented th£h v or in the w ords of the resolution, 
they 41 charged them as having been active 
in preparing, &c. seditious papers ; suspnuled 
them on that account, and recommended it to 
the court to dismiss them.’’ Is not here again 
the word “ chained’* (or presented as having 
been guiltv) relied on cxictlyas if it were 
syriOiivmcms with the word convicted? The 
next sentence is precisely in the same spirit ; 
it attempts to justify a resolution, which, even 
on the late chairman’s own admission, pro- 
nounced on the guilt of the officer:, without 
hearing them in their defence, by snnng, 
that t{ che court were pledged, by their letter 
to Fort St. George of the orp-li ol September, 
iHoq, to proceed to the su 10m consideration 
of the que.s'ton of dismission !” 

“ 1 he letter proceeds to *tate, that “there 
are cases in which all governments remove 
officers without <» trial by court-martial : t he 
company and their government, have tins 
power, and h'»ve exercised it on gioutids far 
less uigent ih^/i the case .u.<l condui t oi the 
officers at present in question. When the 
great body of the officers of an army ate in 
a stale of insubordination, how could an ac- 
cusation be suhniifcd to a court formed of 
those officers, &c.” 

“ From this and oilier p 'ssage^ in the letter, 
an uninformed readei would be led 10 conclude 
that the objection urged in the dissents to sn 
George BjiIow’s pinccdmc towards the bifi- 
cers, was confined to his not having granted 
them a trial by a court-martial. The late 
chairman, perhaps by accident, forgets in 
every instance to state, on this point, the 
whole fact; namely, that they were suspend- 
ed, not only without a military investigation, 
but without any investigation at all, without 
any enquuy whatever : without having been 
allowed a hearing, or in opportunity given 
them of offering any thing 111 their justifica- 
tion or defence. Their accusation and punish- 
ment were dccla^d in the same brcaih. As 
' to theabstract principle laid down by the Lite 
chairman in the .passage last quoted, he virn? 
to have forgotten how fully it i» recognized 


in the protest, by Messrs. Huddleston and 
Pdtrison, of the 13th of December, 1809, 
against the resolution of the ,5th, in the fol- 
lowing words : — “ admitting, as we do in 
the fullest sense, that ihe court of.directors 
as the representatives of the lvast India com- 
pany, h ive indisputably a legal power to dis- 
miss officers fioin the service of the company 
Witli’Mit bringing them to trial by a court- 
martial, wc ire of opinion that it is a power 
the exercise ol which is justifiable only in 
c«m*n of extreme necessity, of enormous guilt, 
established and proved on the clearest and 
most iiuonrrovcrtible evidence ; and above 
ad, W'il contend, that if m such extreme cases 
public expediency rapines that a company’s 
officer should hr precluded fiom the privilege 
of bung tried by his peers, it becomes in con- 
sequence a trill more sacred duty not to de- 
prive him of his remaining privilege, a full 
,md impartial bearing ; but if ever a prece- 
dent should be established for deciding on the 
honour and character of officers, and con- 
signing them to ck gradation and' ruin without 
either a trial or a hearing, wc are of opinion, 
thailioru that moment there will no longer 
exist the best security for the attachment and 
confidence of r hat body of men, to whose 
brave ari l able exertions we have been prin- 
cipally indebted for all we have acquired in 
India, and on whom we still greatly depend 
for 11s preservation. *’ — The protest also of 
four directors, of the 11th April, 1810, ad- 
mits the apology offered m extenuation of the 
summary violence of ihe conduct of the Ma- 
dras government to all the removed and sus- 
pended officers, with the exception of lieu- 
tenant-coionel Mai tin, from whom, as he 
was in England, they could have nothing to 
fear ; excepting also the suspensions of colo 
nel Cap pel and major Boles, for which 1 
have always thought ihat no shadow of ex- 
cuse or justification could be offered. Much 
al ! owance is certainly due to the circum- 
stance* in which the Madras government 
wuLplaicd; ihe general agitation and fer- 
mini which pervaded the settlement, and of 
which 1 heir own minds paituok; surrounded 
too wnh spies and infonneis, whose harvest 
sucli times abundantly supply ; ready to give 
nupliut credit to every report and every in- 
formal ion favourable to rhe impressions they 
h« d already admitted. Of this, could there 
be astremger proof than is given in sir George 
Ba; low’s serious and solemn narration of the 
prout dings of a secret divan of five of the 
fnt nds of general Macdowall, who, after 
his de par ure, n;*t for the mysterious and 
alarming purpose of 11 deliberating what 
measures they should pursue?” But I again 
ask how the circumstances in which the Ma- 
dras government were placed could apply in 
our justification, or where we could have 
looke d for any, if we had followed their ex- 
ample ?*’ 

1 have now to notice a passage in the let- 
ter befoee me, not the least* extraordinary 
of all the extraordinary passages with which 
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it appears to 119 to abound. “ The officers 
were not ignorant of the reasons of their 
suspensions, but some gave in no defence 
at Madras, and others what appeared rather 
to aggravate their conduct; indeed, no one 
of them distinctly denied the main fact of 
illicit they were accused.” That this last 
assertion cannot apply to the conduct of the 
officers since theii arrival in England, must 
he obvious on reading their respective me- 
morials ; and at Madras* what opportunity 
was given to them to make, and what dispo- 
sition was >hewn to receive their denial, this 
imputation must biing to recollection a pas- 
sage in Sir George Harlow’s minute of the 
1 st of May, in which, after having already 
assumed the guilt ot major Holes, and in- 
flicted on him the severest punishment he 
had the power to inflict, lie states that he 
wou'd have been happy to have attended to 
the plea u in a leviation of Ins lienee, lluit 
he had acted under a mistaken idea of his 
duty, or that he had been misled ” 

The officers lespectfullv claimed to he 
heard ; they supplicated to he furnished 
with the grounds, the evidence, the autho- 
rity, on which the accusations ug ms* them 
were founded ; they w»’»e answered by or- 
ders to einbaik for England, and it is now 
imputed to them that they gave in no de- 
fence at Mad- as. 

“ Tlte letter next observes, that the usual 
practiceof the eon t of directors, is to de- 
cide on the questions relating to accused In- 
dia seivanls, by the documents transmitted 
from India,” they do u not in general call 
them home to be examined” This is lite- 
rally correct, but as to what it conveys, it 
stands in need of considerable developc- 
meut ; and first, it is a serious question, but 
very necessai v to be asked, what are the 
documents usually transmitted fion^ India 
relating to accused Indian seivants, on 
which it is the usual practice of the emu t to 
decide ?” are they documents all on one 
side ? arc they all ex parte statements against 
the accused, and nothing in his behalf, un- 
accompanied b> any justification or de- 
fence ? in a word, are they usually, or have 
they before m any one instance been, such 
documents as those on which the late chair- 
man brought forward and prevailed on the 
court of directors to adopt the memorable 
resolution of flic £>tli of December, 1800? 

tfc No. It is an undeniable fact, for the 
truth of which we can appeal to the late 
chairman himself, that the governfbents in 
India do strictly attend to the court’s just 
and con-ideratc orders, to furnish the accu- 
sed with a copy of the accusation, and give 
him a reasonable time to make, his defence, 
and to proceed in all snch cases with the 
utmost circumspection and lenity. Some- 
times (indeed very commonly) they appoint 
a committee to investigate all the circum- 
stances, and report 011 the whole case j 
then if the result be unfavourable to the 
accused, and the government ft’fcl it their 
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duty to suspend them, they send home to 
the court of directors copies of all their 
proceedings on the subject, including every > 
thing alleged against and in favour of the 
accused servant, and in such documents 
the court have before them all that is 
necessary to enable them to fonn an impar- 
tial judgment ; but even then, if the accu- 
sed servant conies to England, there is not 
an instance we believe in the court’s re- 
cords, of his having been dismissed before 
he had given in a memorial to the court, 
and that memos ial had been calmly and dis- 
passionately considered ; they do not send 
for him home to be. examined, but being 
suspended, he generally comes without 
being sent for. In deriding too, the court 
ha\c generally borne in mind, that suspen- 
sion fiom the service by a govi rniucnt in 
India until the pleasure of the court of di-.^ 
rectors shall be known, is uf itself a s<?\ er<f' 4 
punishment, even supposing the court to 
enici 011 the consideration of the case im- 
mediately 011 the iceeipt of the dispatches, 
and to send out orders for the removal of 
tin* suspension by the earliest opportunity ; 
as a year at h ast must elapse before the 
ordeis can be received, and in the mean 
while the accused must remain in a state 
of suspension, and without office or emolu- 
ment. 

Thu next passage in the letter I mu8t 
quote at full length. 

“ Where seivants come home, as in the 
present ease, under suspension by any of 
the Governments abroad, whatever defence 
or information they produce here which 
they did not produce in India, can only be 
of flit* nature of ex parte < vidence ; the go- 
vernments alnoad h,i\e no means of know r - 
ing or am.w'cring it, unless it be transmitted 
to them; whereas, totiy a cause between 
parties fairly, the onp party should hear 
what the other advances, and the court, 
though they do well to rtsyve the powei 
of final judgment in all cases to themselves, 
can seldom exercise it safely or satisfac- 
tonly, except on evidence which their go- 
vernments have had an opportunity of 
knowing and meeting.” 

The former part of this passage has, in 
part, been already leplicd to ; the latter 
part would 'goto tiic permitting the Madras 
government to profit by their own wrong, 
and for an indefinite time preclude from re- 
dress the party suffering under it. The late 
chairman must be aware that the Madras 
government .suspended the officers from the 
service, without calling upon them for 'any 
defence, or instituting any enquiry, or com- 
plying with their request to be furnished 
with the authority or evidence on which 
they had been condemned ; and now after 
having listened to, and been implicitly gui- 
ded by, the ex parte statements, public and 
private, of the Madras government ; after 
having solely on those statements pronoun- 
ced the officers worthy of dismission *, is 
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quite fair to advance against the officers, 
and in favour of the government, that what- 
ever defence or infonnation they (the offi- 
cers') pioducc hen, which they did not 
produce in India, can only be of the nature 
of ox p * te evidence. ’’ We readily concur 
iti th* piw*i the le'ter lays down, that 
* 4 to tr a caiiM between parties fairly, the 
one party should hear what the other ad- 
vances and I confidently, but respect- 
‘ f’u.iN, imite the late chairman to state in 
what instances, or in what siug'C instance, 
while lie continued to fill the chair (the case 
of lieutenautcolom 1 Marlin excepted) the 
suspended officers were allowed the benefit 
of tnis rule: I desiie 1o Inin" to Ins n col- 
lection, licit upwards <*f a year :"*o, ru n 
piivate let iris fie.ni mi (jemge lkuiou to 
lord Mmtfi, (transmit* li by his lordship 
to the see.et comniittci ) containing accusa- 
tions expicssed in terms of extreme Seve- 
rn y against two of the suspended officers, 
were brought foiwurd by him (the late chair- 
man) and read m couit ; and it was m vain 
submitted to him on that, and otliei occa- 
sions, that the officers accused should be 
made acquainted with every thing that had 
been alleged against them, but that it has 
onlj betn witinn tii*"?c few’ weeks, ti at 
those, officers, or one of them, have hem 
made acquainted with the charge sand alle- 
gations contained in those pnvaie letters. 

u In tiie ii' \t paragraph, who li closes 
♦he defence of the resolution of the vtii De- 
cember, is advanced in qualified terms, a 
doctime which I had hcaid aseiihed to the 
late chairman, hut di i not imagine he would 
think it expedient pubJniv to avow in a 
a written document; n.muls, the doctrine, 
that the company’s office* s 'hear the same 
relation to 1 ht company, that in pnvatelifc 
a servant bears to nis master, and may he 
dismissed, m, as the letter more delicately 
expie«ses it, “ his scmcc* be dispensed 
with,’’ without assigning any cause ; and 
however tender lie (the master) may cluise 
to be of exercising tins light, occasions may 
occur on which it may plainly be his duty to 
proceed to that exeicise." And then the 
letter of course a^Minies that the case of the 
suspended oHiccis atfoided one of those oc- 
casions; and that the isolation of the 5th 
December, 1S<>9, wax just and proper as 
being necessary for the purpose of giving a 
decided support to the civil government. 
If the late chairman had advanced this doc- 
trine only in his piivate capacity, or merely 
as Ins private opinion, L should not presume 
to gainsay or ijuestion it , but considering 
him a* advancing and acting upon it, in the 
capacity ot the chairman and organ of the 
court, 1 solemnly disclaim, and protest 
against the doctrine : as an individual mem- 
ber of the court, I desire not only to dis- 
claim any share ixt«uch a power as it claims 
for the court, but to declare, that m my opi- 
nion the men v ho might be found to serve 
die company on Such a footing as the doc- 
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trine would assign to them, would be very 
di fife rent from those who have added India 
to the British empire. Possibly, when the 
late chairman advanced the doctrine in 
question, he may have fmgoi tin tnat each 
of the Company’s officers in India holds 
also a commission from his majesty ; the i*- 
eolleetion of which may incline him to 
tliiuk them entitled to somewhat more of 
his respect. 

li The letter proceeds to state, that 
“ some of those who have espoused the cause 
of the officers, seem to have censured the 
com t for having §o long delayed to carry 
tin ii mvrdcd intention of dismission into 
elket* hut surely those who complain of- 
the suspension of the officers as severe, can- 
not w ith consistency think it matter of ac- 
cusation that those officers have not been 
dismissed.” 

4< Here the late chairman seems to have 
forgotten the pains which lie employed 
through many laborious pages to convey 
the idea that 1 lie resolution of the 5th De- 
cember expressed only an opinion. As to 
the having espoused the cause of the offi- 
cers, whatever is meant to be conveyed in 
the expression, the members of the court 
who deliveied the dissents, lam sure are 
conscious that, m the part they have taken, 
and in the principles they have maintained, 
the cause they espoused has been that of 
the honour and character of the court of di- 
rector, and the welfare of the company. 

44 1 1 would he hardly necessary to notice 
the late chairman’s pleasantry in imputing 
to us the having made it 44 matter of accu- 
sation, that the officeis had not been actu- 
ally dismissed but that it afiords an op- 
poitunity of stating that the suspended offi- 
cers being all arrived, and ready to enter on 
their defence, we wished their cases to be 
taken Up, and the late chairman to call on 
the couit to proceed to the act to which the 
resolution of the 5th December had pledged 
them, for the very reason that it was alway s 
conjectured had made the late chairman 
averse to the experiment, and inclined to 
delay the discussion , namely, that the court 
having had fuithcr time to reflect, and hav- 
ing now the means of hearing the officers in 
their defence, a majority might be disin- 
clined to fulfil the pledge, or go to the ex- 
treme length of severity to which the late 
chairman wished to lead them. 

44 On the very different reasons which, in 
several succeeding pages, the letter states 
to have “ superseded, during the remainder 
of the direction of 1 809, r the execution of 
what the letter now again calls the court’s 
intention expressed on the 5th December, I 
forbear to comment ; but hasten to defend 
myself and my two absent ex-colleagues 
already mentioned, from the charge endea- 
voured to be established against us of incon- 
sistency, in having opposed the resolution 
of the 5th December, and urged delay in 
order lhaft the officers might be heard in 
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their defence, and on the 4tli of April pro- 
posed or supported a resolution for their 
being restored to the service without a trial 
or investigation. After the ample expla- 
nation of our motives given on the 4th of 
April, in the protest of four directors, and 
particularly in the 6th paragraph of that 
protest, 1 venture to think that a very plain 
and ansophistical statement will suffice to 
shew both the consistency and rectitude of 
the procedure thus questioned, and to ena- 
ble every discerning and impartial mind to 
de termine on which side the charge of in- 
consistency must rest. X}n the Mh Decem- 
ber passed the memorable resolution, and 
within a few weeks after arrived th? alarm- 
ing advices from Ceylon, and at length from 
Madras, intelligence of the actual revolt of 
the officers of the Madras army ; that guilty 
extremity which the summary suspensions 
and temovals of the 1st of May had so ma- 
terially contributed to produce : with the 
intelligence of the actual revolt arrived also 
that of its suppression, and the proclamation 
by the governor-general of a general amnes- 
ty (with certain exceptions) to all the offi- 
cers who had been concerned in it : an amnes- 
ty not “ in the narrow spirit of mere pardon, 
but a total and sincere oblivion." We hoped 
that the conduct of the comt would have 
been in the spirit of that great, and as far 
as related to the amnesty (without the ex- 
ceptions) in our opinion, wise and judicious 
measure. We had little apprehension that 
the receipt of the intelligence of it would be 
followed by orders, and paragraphs full of 
tauntings and upbraidings of the most exas- 
perating description ; all calculated to keep 
or tear apen every wound, to perpetrate 
irritation and estrangement, and render ob- 
livion impossible. We fancied that even 
those, if there could be any who wished that 
blood had ffowtd on the scaffold, would now 
see the wisdom of following up and render- 
ing effectual the line of conduct which the 
governor-general had decided upon ; and we 
felt that nothing could tend more directly 
and completely to promote that object, than 
the restoring to the service those officers 
whose summary suspension had been a lead- 
ing cause of all the mischief: above all, wc 
knew that even admitting all containe d in 
the ex parte statements against the suspend- 
ed officers to have been unexaggerated, and 
that no defence or justification could be of- 
fend; under even these admissions, we 
knew that the utmost extent of tlieir offen- 
ces was innocence itself, compared with 
those which had been forgiven ; and that, 
in fact and truth, they had already suffered 
very severely for whatever errors \hcy had 
committed. We knew also, and were sorry 
to know, that from the period of our receiv- 
ing lieutenant-colonel Mai tin’s answer and 
defence, which he had been enabled to give 
by having been furnished with copies or the 
charges and allegations against him, the 
chairman had resisted the application of the 
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other suspended officcis, as they successive- 
ly arrived ; for the same means of making 
their defence and the endeavours of mem- 
bers of the court to obtain for them that jus- 
tice, had been made in vain. We kncwal 
so that recently, namely the 24th of March, 
the chairman, although he had four months 
before thought, himself so fully possessed of 
the cases of the suspended officers as to jus- 
tify his urging their dismission, had, on be- 
ing questioned on the subject in a general 
court of proprietors, assigned as a ground 
for the continued delay in deciding on their 
cases, “ that the court of directors were in 
expectation of further information respect- 
ing them.” It was therefore manifest, that 
t lie chaitiuan intended to prolong the anxie- 
ty and sufferings of the suspended officers 
for an indefinite period of time. In addi- 
tion to these considerations, the direction 
of 1809-10 was about to close; and si*'' 
members of the court, who had been pre- 
sent at all the discussions on the cases of 
the suspended officers, and a majority of 
whom had with us shewn themselves adverse 
to the rigorous sentiments of the chairman, 
were about to retire by lotation.” 

“ Such is the plain statement of the mo- 
tives and grounds on which a proposition 
was on the 4th of April last offered to the 
court, by one of those of our ex-colleagues 
to whom I have alluded, and seconded by 
another, for the resignation of the suspend- 
ed officers. I might have limited myself to 
the stating merely, that on the £th of De- 
cember we urged delay, and that for the 
sake of the court, as well as for the sake of 
the suspended officers , because they were 
then absent and unheard, and we saw r the 
disposition of the chairman to dismiss them 
without waiting to hear what they could 
off er in their defence ; ami wc deprecated de- 
lay when they were all on the spot, and bad 
supplicated to be heard, and committed tlieir 
cause to the impartial justice of the court ; 
and when, subsequently, w# heard an avow- 
ed intention to delay the subject of the sus- 
pended officers indefinitely, and such a rea- 
son assigned for it as that of the court’s ex- 
pecting further information, of which expec- 
tation we, as members of the court, had till 
then been perfectly ignorant, (and I am at 
this moment ignorant upon what authority 
it* was built) we readily determined to make 
an effort to bring the whole matter to a 
decision, by a motion in court for the remo- 
val of the suspensions. I trust, that from 
this explanation it will be evident, that in 
having urged delay in December, and depre- 
cated it in April, and at length when we saw 
that further and indefinite delay was the 
chairman's object, adopted a proceeding 
calculated to put an end to it, there was 
every tiling of an opposite character to in- 
consistency. 

The late chairman has alluded, with seve- 
rity, to onr ascribing to h m personally in 
the dissent of the nth April, wl\at had be*** 
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come the arts of the court ; and certainly, 
in point of Ugal t culm i cal trim, it would 
havc'bccn more conect, it, in the instances 
to which he allude*, instead of *avmg die 
late chairman,” the dissent had said, the 
court, at the instance of t tie late chairman. 
Hisgicai talent* and ev tensive local know- 
ledge amUfcxpencuce must, untie:- any cir- 
cumstances, while he hik'd the elevation of 
chairman, give him a decided and predomi- 
nant inthience ; but the alaiin and anxiety 
which the fust mfe ligcucc of the agitations 
at Madras natir.aliy pioduccd, made the 
court look to him with more than oidmaiy 
confidence; and I believe lie will not deny 
that all the measures which the court adopt- 
ed at that time were, morally speaking, Ins 
measures. * 

The inaccuiacy which tlic letter points 
out in the expitssion applied in the pro- 
'test of the 11 th of June, to tW‘ exami- 
nations that Sir Geo rue Harlow held luToie 
him respecting the supended ofilccis, name- 
ly, that his exclusive object was not the 
discovery of innocence, I fully acknow- 
ledge ; the ol>\ ions meaning of i lie direct ui s 
who signed that i -nt, would eeitaiu'y 
have bicn better expressed bv stating, that 
the exclusive object of ike examination 
alluded to, seemed to the m to have been 
the discovery of guilt , and although ti<r 
observation, that “the pioper object of 
the empiiriis of all Judge s is the div'ov < t y 
of tmth,” is not absolutely novel, l <mi 
not the less inclined to acknowledge Us 
perfect correctness. 

In respect to the observation, th »t “ t ho 
dissent (of the tltli of April) insinuates 
the iiieasuie of irpri Renting Ihe conduct 
of general Mac Dow all to Ins Majistv, 
to have been *• precipitate lean uiuki- 
take to declare th.it in the passage of toe 
dissent alluded to, the authcis of it intend- 
ed nothing like insinuation, and Hud, how- 
ever defective the language may have hi en, 
their meaning Vas plainly to avow n as 
their opinion, that a less exceptionable 
course for the com t to piusiie, would 
have been, to wait until the utdoi lunate 
genera! should be on the spot to answer 
for himself, and then to have furnished 
him with copic? of all charges and allega- 
tions advanced by Sir George Bin low 
against him, and of the complaint which 
we intended to institute upon them to the 
king. I am perfectly aware that all 
those documents would have been open 
to him without our interference, but wo 
should have wished him to expeiicnce 
that liberal procedure from the court of 
directors. 

With respect to the remark, that the am- 
nesty of lord Mmto does not appear 
to have bad the. effect of conciliating 
the army, I am sensible of the fact, and 
«honld the cause be at any time a sub- 
ject of enquiry, shall not shrink from the 
« 4uty of stating my impressions concerning i t. 


The letter observes, that u there is ano- 
ther important point which has not been 
touched upon m tiie dissent, namely, how 
the credit and authority of the eivit go- 
vernment, is to be preserved against mili- 
tary cnrioaciimeiits ?" I answer, by the 
same means which, according to my firm 
conviction, will always prevent any dispo- 
sition to encroach or render it innoxious if 
entertained. Bv a system of rule that shall 
he founded on liu* pure principles of the 
limisii constitution, have regard to British 
ft clings, and evince a knowledge of the 
British cSciractcif that shall mure bene- 
ficence with firnncs.q and conciliation with 
dignity , by selecting for governors, men 
who posses the qualities that gain the 
l.eaits, without losing the respect of the 
governed ; that enable them to vindicate 
t.Vir own lights without tin getting vvliat is 
due to others, and place them above the 
daiigcious weakness ot' imagining that a 
distant and extensive gov- .nnient can he 
happily oi safely administered, and willing 
obedience permanently second, by the 
met i ami of legal power, or the technical 
force of iccogniAcd authority: m a word, 
by that system of rule, and by those qua- 
lities in the ruler, which made Cornwallis 
m India the object of universal rcvci dice 
and tsteem, alike with soidier and civilian, 
naliv< and ljiropean, prince and peasant ; 
winch enabled him to « Herniate every be- 
miiciul pmpose, whether of policy or fi- 
nuMcc, of salutary n fin in or military arliicv- 
inent, witnoiit estiiiugmg any i.iir.d, or ex- 
citing a single mm mur throughout the vast 
continent ovei which he picsidrd. In this 
one and only grat living paitof iny pie- 
sent 4 a*h, I can anticipate the uppiohuliou, 
even of the kite chairman, who mo suhx- 
quentoeciinenees can la.ii.e me foig'l) ob- 
tained for Hie company a i.mwai of the 
services of that illudnoii* ei.iiiiieter , a In- 
liefit which, though of uhoil duration, was 
of inestimable value. 

I have now mod sincciely to apologi/i* 
to the court for thi- long tuspass on their 
time. I tr n l, howevei, tin y will eh ally 
perceive that the J* tier m question left mo 
no op. ion but to leply to it, or to acknow- 
ledge, by my silent e, the correctness of 
its various statements, and the observa- 
tions and strictures which it applies to the 
conduct of the four directors who signed 
the dissent of the 11th of Apiil last, and 
to the pdrt winch they felt it their duty 
to take, on subject which, in v\h »tevcr 
light it can he viewed, whether as it re- 
lates to the interests of the company, 
or to the credit of the court of directors, 
they considered to he of j^he most vital 
importance. 

The late chairman may possibly again 
question the propriety of attributing to 
him, personally, so prominent a share in 
the pioreedings and measures herein allud- 
ed to; I urfsh, therefore, distinctly to state 
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that, as the organ of the court, I think his 
public conduct tail ly open to the candid ex- 
amination and discussion of all its mem- 
bers, anil tli.tt my observations are applied 
only to facts and proceedings which 1 
myself witnessed. lam far from ariaign- 
ing hi* intentions in any of tho-e proceed- 
ings ; but I must always think that he baa 
seen the conduct c.f the Madly.* govern- 
ment with a paitial bias tow ai ds it, which 
has contiolled Ins judgment and opinions in 
every ease m which that government is a 
p.u ty, and against every person whom it lias 
accused : and although t&uit bias is. I doubt 
not, imperceptible to himelf, it threatens 
not the lens to piove deeply injunoui»*lo the 
public interest*. 

Regretting, a* I do most sensibly, the 
necessity which has compelled me to this 
trespass on the time of the court, and de- 
termined, asfai as may depend on myself, 
to avoid a repetition of it, I will avail my- 
self of this occasion to allude very inicfly 
to a paper of pages, delivered into t'.e 
court by the late chan man in Oetolu i Ind 
(and when l was unavoidably absent,) and 
to which an* also the signatures ot >:»e late 
deputy chairman and six other directors, 
and of two cvdirectors. By a residence of 
twenty-time years on the const of Coro- 
mandel, and tm having been employed for 
the most pai t, <luiingtii.it peiiod, on sta- 
tions that gave me, a near view of the gene- 
i.il conduct of the company's ollieers,an.l an 
acquaintance with many of tin in of evciy 
rank, l am < in.blcd to d< dare, that i con- 
sider them as a body of men wholly unde- 
serving of the oppiobiiuin and sexeie le- 
ih etions b< stowed upon tlie.n in flintpaper. 
Instead of the spmt then* lmpiiti d to inem 
of iiruhordnmtion, systematic combi na- 
tion, and a tacit pcr-aiasii n that thr\ bad 
“ the power not only of overawing, but ot* 
ovei tunimgtlic government, ” tin 11 i.mtmm 
olye < t sv< mod to me to be tin* iicquii 'uncut 
of honour and distinction, bv a /culou* 
discharge of their duty, both in war and 
peace: in the li< Id, not h ss by subm.t- 
ting to ahmi'-l unexampled piivaiiom, Inaii 
by deeds of consummate biaxtiy: and i.o 
garrison and cantonment, by shift 

and uniform attei.tion to t! i welfare ;md 
discipline of their coips v l.ieh made tlie 
Madras army vi» tor.Mis thiongli a long 
series of campaigns, from tuc lays of l/.iw- 
rcncc ami Cnvi, to the campaigns or Mar- 
quis Cornwallis, Sir Art-miL W e 1- v, 
and general Harris. Noi did Wd any lae.e 
perctive, in the Madras olfieers, a nunc 
than fair and rational d«. site qf 1 . 1 : 1 k and 
emolument ; of winch, indeed, the fit M 
is naturally, aij^i, for the public, fortunafe- 
ly, the idling object with every soldier; 
and l aril not aw are that the second is more 
sought for by military men than i» is by 
every other order in the state. I must also 
question the fairness of bringing foiward 
individual instances of intemperate con- 


duct or unreasonable expectations ma- 
nifested by five or six officers out of 16 or 
1700 ; and which, even supposing no ground 
to have existed for their complaints, w ould 
form no just ciib iioi. upon which to fi\ the 
character of ar army, w arn tin* writer of 
tlie paper in question staVd, “ it has long 
bmn our conviction, that the spirit and 
principles by which di** seditio i of the 
officers was incited and impelled, had their 
origin at an early period.” i i had btcn 
well fo b 1 V 4 . spunked tie length or 
period of time to w him hem ant to refer, 
as the «*s pi fusion, in it . piesent form, can- 
not lad’o give pi . iii to n.ai^y oncers, who 
thought iPi \ had u turned f «> this eo.intry 
with unsullied fame, and felt ft no icpinucii 
to have belonged to the Madras army. 
What 1 have line slated was no moie tuun 
barely due to toe sentiments i noxe alw.ivs 
entertained of the Madras officers, and I 
laimiit only that tiny have not ,m advocate 
mine loinpeteiit to tlie task of doing jus- 
tiee to their intuits and cmmint ser- 
vices. 

> li:iv < the lifiuom to be, <ke. 
(leoi’emeu, 

Yoiii hutiifuJ liiimble set v ant, 
(Signed) J. 1 1 u doles ion, 
India kb-i.-e, , 

‘.hdh Mairli, jyi J. 

At a 'Joint of Dircctois, held on Friday, 
f\o iiii April, 1611 . 

The el'.nm.u i ac imaiuling tae court that 
it bad been spin, illy summoned lo fake 
into fur* mi coiiade: .ttieu flit* eases of the 
spspemk i Aladr sodbers, and 

The cnu.t’s lesohUiens *•{’ the ‘>6th 
ultimo, uiutiog to the said ofiirci.s, being 
read, 

I ! was mo\ ed, 

Tiufthc court, having resound the con- 
si'k ration of the sextr.d ew** of the 
*olh» m > *»l the Madras* 1 iafflislmicni, now 
at home undei >U'peti*.i.,n, are of opi- ' 
nion, that the o.Ti no «* of winch major I3e 
Mo, gar has hc'*p ad;, dged to be guilty by 
tnc cohrt’s r« soirt unis of the goth of last 
i unit'i, would J.mc p>iim d ins removal 
tiout t » •«* rn'ii.iiu’^ v'imit, ami would 
have co.uptih -i t!ie e<» it to adopt tins dc- 
h*l suit, iri-m, ii i.i^ t .j e had stood uiscon- 
milel ironi olh r orouiMstances. Sub- 
srynoii < vents, i.e-r • vei, winch r l:e court 
have n i . : l * * r «. ■ . :r deied, dis, *-<* t*hcin 
to if mw «.>’ m . r ft <»u aid ■ it u it ; 
i:. mil;, fa- 1 * j v ; ‘fhi me of virv gmu-wd 
< .i! < \.iiup«> t r Madras turlv in IBOP, and 
tit- co.iM;; :»n uijsing fi mu tliis souice, 
and sr com lb , the extent of the anme.sty 
^rutiiMl b. lie giivcrnor-gciicral (vvilii 
some exc» ptio.is o."b\) to toe whole of tlie 
Madra* ariav, a> p.ihlishcd on tlie ^Atii 
September, t »■);», v. men, though it could , 
nor extend to the interruption of the 
judgment of this court on the conduct o£* 
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the officers suspended on the 1st May, 
1889, and referred home for decision, may 
have been considered by some persons to 
have embraced them in the spirit of the 
measure ; and finally, the possibiliry that 
the intended memorial to lord Minto might 
have been abandoned by the officers, from 
their conviction of its criminal nature and 
tendency, but of which the court regret 
that no proof whatever exists. 

It is therefore 

Kesolvcd, “ that the suspension imposed 
on major Pc Morgan be removed, but 
that lie shall only be permitted to re- 
turn to India whenever this com!, shall 
have declared tlieii opinion, that the com- 
plete restoration of older and niiliMry 
subordination at Madias ^j.dl lia\e lendci- 
ed such a measure justifiable, and consist- 
ent with that siippmt winch it the para- 
mount duty and determination of this court 
at all times to give to the civil aullmufies. 

It was then moved, to amend the '■aid 
question, by leaving out all the woids alter 
the word that,’’ m Older lo introduce 
in lieu thereof, the following words ; vi/:. 

44 Major Po Morgan be repiunaiided, 
by the authority of the couit, m the follow- 
ing terms : 

The couit of diiectois have matin cl , 
cousidered the whole of the ciicmus* ant es 
which have produced your ^s|M*wnn horn 
the honomahle company's fcrvice, and 
have determined certain pails of your 
conduct to be highly rcpielmiiMble , but 
the court having i evolved to act in the 
spirit of the geneial amnesty which was 
published at Fort St George on the J5th 
September, 1809, which propose:) on Mie 
paitof the government u d total and sin- 
cere oblivion of the past, and a full resto- 
ration of confidence and esteem,” has 
resolved to refrain all details which might 
render necessary the language of animad- 
version and reproach, and to limit the 
expression of it, disp probation to u formal 
reprimand, confoimcd to tin* true spirit 
of amnesty ; and you art hereby repri- 
manded accordingly 

44 In announcing to you the further de- 
termination of the corn I, tor die removal 
of your suspension, and the permission to 
return to India at such time as the court 
may hereafter direct, they cannot per- 
mit themselves to doubt that the spirit of 
leniency and conciliation in which this 
decision is announced, will ensure from 
you a corresponding spirit of gratitude 
and respect, and a zealous, sincere, and 
onourable devotion to the interns of the 
East India company.” 

It was then moved, 

“ That the words proposed to be left 
out, stand part of the question ” — 

And the same being put by the ballot, — 

It passed in the affirmative. 

Whereupon it was 

^ Resolved by the ballot, that the court, 


having resumed the consideration of the 
several cases of the officers of the Madras 
establishment, now at home under suspen- 
sion, are of opinion that the offences of 
which major I)e Morgan lias been adjudg- 
ed to be guilty , by the court’s resolutions of 
the C'fith of l.ist month, would havi* justified 
his mnoval from the company’s service, 
arid would have compelled the court to 
adopt this determination, if his case had 
stood disconnected with other circum- 
stances ; subsequent events, however, 
which the couit have maturely considered, 
disposed them to allow of a more favour- 
able result ; namely, first, the influence 
of a wry general evil example at Madras 
tally in 1809. and the contagion arising 
fiom this source; and secondly, the ex- 
tent of the amnesty granted by the gover- 
noi -general (with some exceptions only) 
to ‘hr whole of the Madras army, as pub- 
lish. 1 on the “ Mil Septcndr r, 1809 , which, 
though it could not ext Mid to the inter- 
ruption ol’ the judgment of this court on 
the conduct of the officer-* suspended on 
the lM May, 18.09, and n fined home for 
decision, may n :\ e been eonsideied by some 
persons to ha\* embraced them in the spnit 
of the measure ; and finally, the possibility 
tint the rub lull'd memorial to lord Minto 
might h ive !m «■», ahandom d by the officers, 
fiom their e -mu turn of its cuminal nature 
and tendency, but of winch the court 
regret that no proo‘ whatever exists: and 
therefore. 

That the suspension imposed on major 
DcMoigan be removed, hut that he shall 
only be pennitted to it turn t# India when- 
ever this court shall have declared their 
opinion, that the complete restoration of 
order and military subordination at Ma- 
dras shall have rendered such a measure 
justifiable, and consistent with that sup- 
port which is the paramount duty and de- 
teiniinatioii of this court at all times to 
give to the civil authorities. 

Another motion was nude 1 ; viz. — 

u The court are of opinion, that the 
off' r ; : ptain Marshall has 

been adpu.^ . !.*• guilty, by the court's 

n .sol'd ions of ihc 90th of last month, 
would have justified Iiis removal from 
the company s service and would have 
compelled the court to adopt this deter- 
mination, if his case had stood discon- 
nected from other circumstances ; subse- 
quent events, however, which the court 
have matutfly considered, dispose them 
to allow of a more favourable result ; 
namely, flrsl^ the influence of very general 
evil example at Madras eailyin 180*, and 
the contagion arising from this source ; and 
secondly, the extent of the fhmesty grant- 
ed by the governor general (with some ex- 
ceptions only) to the whole of the Madras 
army, as published on the 25th Septem- 
ber, 1 809 ; which, though it could not 
extend to fjic interruption of the judgment 
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of this conrt ort the conduct of the officers 
suspended on the 1st May, 1809, and re* 
feircd home for decision, may have been 
considered by some persons to liave em- 
braced them in the spirit of the measure ; 
and dually the possibility that the intend- 
ed memorial to lord Minto might have 
been abandoned by the officers, from their 
conviction of its criminal nature and 
tendency, but of which the court regret 
that no proof whatever exist.*. 
u It is therefore 

“ Resolved, that the suspension impos- 
ed on captain Marshall be removed, but 
that lie shall only he permittid lo return 
to India whenever this court shall have 
declared their opinion, that the complete 
restoration of Older and military subordi- 
nation at Madras shall have rendered 
such a measure justifiable, and consistent 
with that suppoit which it is the para- 
mount duty and determination of this 
com t at all times to give to the civil au- 
thorities. 

Upon which, 

It was moved to anu nd the said motion, 
by omitting all the words after the word, 
** that,” in older to introduce the woids, 

“ Captain Marshall he lcprimandcd by 
the authority of the court, in the follow- 
ing tcims : — 

“ The court of directors have maturely 
considered the whole of the ciicumstanccs 
which have pi od need your suspension from 
the honourable company's seivice, and 
have determined certain parts of your 
conduct to be highly reprehensible ; but 
the court having resolved to act in the 
spirit of the general amnesty which was 
published at hurt St. Geoigc on the ‘25th 
September, 1809, which proposes on the 
part of the government, “ a total and sin- 
cere oblivion of the past, and a full resto- 
ration of confidence and esteem,” has re- 
solved to refrain from all details which 
might rcndei necessary the language of 
animadveision and reproach ; and to limit 
the expression of its disapprobation to a 
fonnabrepi inland, conformed to the true 
spirit of amnesty; ami you are hereby 
reprimanded accordingly. 

u In announcing to you the further de- 
termination of the court, for the removal 
of your suspension, and the permission 
to icturn to India * such time as the court 
may hereafter direct, they cannot permit 
themselves to doubt, that the spirit of Ic- 
nieucy and conciliation in which this deci- 
sion is announced, will ensure from you 
a corresponding spirit of gratitude and 
respect, and a zealous, sincere, and ho- 
nourable devotion to the interests of the 
East India caiffpany.” 

And the question thereon being put, — 

“ That the words proposed to be left 
out, stand part of tne said motion 
The same passed in the affirmative. 
Whereupon it was % 


Resolved by the ballot, that the court 
are of opinion that the offences of which 
captain Marshall lias been adjudged to 
be guilty, by the court’s resolutions of the 
2r»th of last month, would have justified 
his removal from the company's service, 
and would have compelled the court to 
adopt this determination, if his case had 
stood disconnected from other circumstan- 
ces ; subsequent events, however, which 
the court have maturely considered, dis- 
posed them to allow of a more favourable 
result ; namely, first, the influence of 
very general evil example at Madras, 
early in 1809, and the contagion arising 
from this source ; and secondly, the extent 
the amnesty granted by the governor- 
general ^with # sonie exceptions only) to 
the whole of the Madras army, as pub- 
fished on the 25th September, 1809; which, 
though it could not extend to the inter- 
ruption of the judgment of this court in 
the conduct of the officers suspended on 
the 1st May. 1809, and referred home for 
decision, may liave been considered by 
some persons to have embraced them in 
the spirit of the meosuie ; and finally, the 
possibility that the intended memorial to 
lord Minto might have been abandoned 
by the officers, from their conviction of 
its criminal nature and tendency, but of 
which the court regrat that no proof 
whatever exists; and therefore, that the 
suspension imposed upon captain Mar- 
shall be removed, but that he shall only 
be pcimitted to return to India when- 
ever this court shall have declared their 
opinion, that the complete restoration of 
order and military subordination at Ma- 
dras shall have rendered such a mea- 
sure justifiable, and consistent with that 
support winch it is the paramount duty 
and determination of this court, at all 
times, to give to the civil authorities. 

A further motion being now made, viz.— 

“ The court are of opinion, that the of- 
fences of which lieutenant colonel Martin 
lias been adjudged to be guilty by the court’s 
resolutions of the ‘26th of last month, 
would have justified his removal tiom the 
company's service, and would have compel* 
led the court to adopt this determination 
of his case, had it stood disconnected from 
other circumstances ; subsequent events, 
however, which the court have maturely 
considered, disposed them to allow of a 
more favourable result; namely, first, the 
influence of a very general evil example at 
Madras, early in 1 809, and the contagion 
arising from this source ; and secondly, the 
extent of the amnesty granted by the go- 
vernor-general (w ith some exceptions only) 
to the whole of the Madras army, as pub- 
lished on the 25th September, 1809 ; which, 
though it could not extend to the interrup- 
tion of the judgment of this court on the 
conduct of the officers suspended on the 1st 
May, 18U9, aud referred homo for decision.^ 
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n>av have been consult" ed by some persons 
to na\< emf.i arrd them ni ‘he spun of the 
♦ measiuc. mid finally, die possibility that 
tlic intended mmmria! to loid 'hmo might 
have been abandoned by the otlhe s ? tio.u 
the roiivir e»;i of it‘ mninal r.atnu* aid 
tendency; but of winch be couit regret 
that no proof whatevei exists : 
kk It i v .‘heielbrc 

4< Result ed, th.it the suspension imposed 
on llcntcinui colonel Matin !re icmovvd, 
but that he .-liall only be permitted to re- 
turn to Tridia win in in* tins couit shall 
have declared then opinion, that tile com 
pletc i esioration of md< r a. id nni'arv Mil* 
ordination .it Madia slid hav** rowing d 
siieli a measure justifiable, and consistent 
with tiiat suppmt wliieii it ft the paiaiuomit 
duty and de i vii.rumon of thi> couit, at 
all times, to circ to the civd authorin' s.” 

Ci was mow'd to amend the -aid m turn, 
by leuwi g < t air the words a r »*r iliu 
won! “ tli.ii, in eider to mtioiiiuc the 
wo i i — 

*• l.ieoti naid-coioril Vamn Lc inw re- 
stoi t cl o die -c vie e hut t licit hc v In* not | n- 
nuttedt ivtu !i to fuiliri without t'-e pei- 
liiission ol ill. * con. t e\pu's«ed to him foi 
that pnrp '•e.” 

The quo st ion hem',' put by the ballot, 
tl.at the words pn pose l to h«' lcil'*ut, stand 
part of tiio qurst'on .- - 

It passed in tin* negative. 

Tnicicipi.ii the oiiestnm was put by the 
ballot, “ that the propos'd ameudnnnil 
tft “ stand put of the quest mi — 

W liieii also p«w ed in the negative. 

A further inofiou whs then made, and the 
question theieon being put;-* - 
It was 

Resolved f>\ the hallo!, th.it the couit 
having taken into hirthci coi-MdcMcitmu the 
ease of heutciiaut-eoioiie! Martin. together 
with tiieir usolirio i i< quctir.g that r Uicei 
of the ‘in tli Maich last, are of opinion that 
the evide nce against him appears to lie less 
dear and explicit than ihat which ha-- been 
pi minced against the otiiei officers lately 
under suspension, as lar as 11 lates to his 
having been concerned in the preparation of 
the intended memorial to lordMinto, whilst 
ii teams pioper licie to allude to his having 
been, equally vutli major dc Morgan, a .► 
paily to the prosecution of lieutenant-C(V- 
lonel Munro ; which manifests a spirit de- 
serving of much repr hension ; and there- 
fore, that the suspension imposed on lieu- 
tenant-colonel Martin be removed, but that 
hisictmii to India be dependant upon the 
declined opinion of the court, that the 
complete restoiation of order and military 
Mib»i dina*ion at Madras shall have lcn- 
deied such a measure justifiable, and con- 
sistent with that support wliieii it is the pa- 
ramount duty and determination of this 
court, at all times, to give to the civil autlio- 
li lit*. 

It was then, oil one other motion, 


Resolved by the baMot, tiiat captain 
James Grant, whose offence might have re- 
quired a similar degree of punishment with 
major de Morgan and captain Marshall, be 
also, m consult nu mu of the circumstances 
deluded in Ihe icsole ions passed on those 
offic as far as nicy apply to his ease, re- 
sum'd to tli:- seivic, 'mt that his return to 
India be subject to .similar conditions. 

At a Co*Ki*if Oircctois, fti.i on Tuesday, 

tile c Mh \ | > 1 1 : , loll. 

A kdUt fi imj .fames Rntison, esq. late a 
membei of tins couit, dated the oOth ulti- 
mo, cou’.ru ns oIim* rvations and remarks 
upon p.ipei Mailed by the pie, sent and 
fa‘o di-miiun, i< ad in court the 6th ultimo, 
was r* ad , as w a- a'>o 

4 let 1**1 ti-op tin* chaiiman and Charles 
(bant, e-.j dated this day, submitted in 
(’cnseiriei'ce of ;» letter ftroiti John Huddles- 
ton, esq. lead m court on the goth ultimo. 

*‘ Gentlemen, 

44 ! take (lie liheily to intrude upon you, 
in coiseqaime of my peiasai of a paper 
icceui'ly d< hv*i ed in by the Into chairman 
and i.is deputy, dated the g.itli Februmy, 
which purpoi Is to he mi auswei ton 
do-euf 1 1 mu a lesolution of court of tin: 

. > t ii i)<*< nuher, 1WMJ , which di^srut wasde- 
live.- d atvoidmg to tl »c* i cgulatuins, within 
a fill fi>! j in alte. tin* discussion } im<l as 
those* gent! ‘men both retire tiom the di- 
recnoii, by lotatiou, on the 10th \pnl next, 

I hop**! ii!,r» In* permit ted to pot in a few 
woids h} way of k joinder, while they are 
yet m cm lids' of tlie court j which for ob- 
vious reasons, 1 profit to delaying it be- 
yond tli it pciirnl. when I hope lor the ho- 
iioin i.l* le-adnussionuiysclf. 

“ I ins papei, I contend, should not have 
been suth ied to he put upon your i ecu ids, 
though flic effect of its reasoning is lit tie 
to be dicadctl, being, in my opinion, a vain 
attempt to do away tlie evjdent sense and 
only pos-iide construction ol* the >. ulence 
fiomwhieli l hari tlu* hoiu-ni to dissent. 

I .hall hmfly state mv i< asons against the 
admission of tins document, and then shall 
comment with equal bte^itv on what L 
conceive to In its eirois m point and rea- 
soning. 

u Ongtncial gi minds such papers are ob- 
jcclionable ; because d|otests, or dissents, 
should ever he the lmappa|>oi.s on the ic- 
cord. Such is lire usage ot the most dig- 
nified asstunbiv m the world ; and such, I 
understand has been, till of late years, the 
practice of the court of ducctora. Rut 
fine-diawii and lengthened discussions, and 
protracted and diffuse declamation, often 
contradictory in its several parts, and con- 
sequtntly capable oj‘ various constructions, 
have taken place of short and pithy rea- 
soning , and much mischief has arisen from 
the change. The tiuth of this is suffici- 
ently evinced by tlie result of the Vellore 
discussion/ 4 *, during which protracted by 



STATE PAPERS, 


S8& 


repeated individual appeals, every strong 
post taken up by the court has been aban- 
doned, one by one, till the only guilty pat ty 
left, appeals to he the court itself, now chain- 
ed most unjustly with the sacrifice of in* 
noceuco at theslnine of popnlai clamour.' . 

“ The dissent of individuals is the only 
mode they possess of recording their opi- 
nions when left in a minority. Tluee of 
the mujoiity stand on the solid ground of 
success, and should need no such holsters 
as arc now attempted in supererogation. 
The iccoidcd act, and the recorded dissent, 
stand each on its icspeetive merits. # lint 
if the meanings and expressions of *Jie au- 
thors of dissents ai e to be subject to the ca- 
vil of their successful adversaues, the latter, 
if unrefuted, would usurp the privilege due 
to the former. Rejoinders, if resoi ted to, 
would pioduce rebutteis: Mii-rebutteis 
would ensue.: and new teiuis must be invent- 
ed to describe the piotraetion or paper con- 
trovesy, to which pciiinaeily m opinion 
might subject the court. 

* c If these reasons aie of any weight 
generally, what must lu* their loicc when 
applied i.i opposition to the sp< rial ease 
of the Rip.-r in quest inn, pi educed 14 
moutlis after the dissent? l'vcry ft atm c 
of the transactions debatid, li.ss twice 
changed its avpict: and ren.onings are 
theieni uplnld by facts not j.i possible con- 
templation when tnc dissents were written. 
If such monstrous bnths as t».is aie to. ela- 
ted In the < unit, h r*. high tunc to bung in 
some statute of limitation *, in Older to 
regulate how mam months nt n l,e 'allowed 
as unreasonable teini tor bunging tenth a 
legitimate aiiswei to a diss» nt, winch itsi If 
is limited in gestation (o a fortnight. 

u The paper in question, w lule it de- 
clares the dissent* liable to vei v easy ictu- 
tation, is itself a very viilmiable piodiic- 
tion. V here the foundation i-> uiisoinul, 
the Mipei.shuclure, however impos.n:;, can 
not uphold itself. In opposition to Ihe 
basis of this pupci, namely, the ass^ition, 
that the resulutum of the com t of the 6th 
December, ‘ k that on a future d.>\ it would 
proceed to dismiss the s»:spi nded otiireis,” 
was only an opinion, and tnat tinir dis- 
mission w as, tlicjcfoic, open to fin tin r 
discussion; r venture to appeal to tlu^ 
rccollic. <ai of every ineiuhei of the court 
then pi« sent, .and to that (without any per- 
sonality intended) of the clidinvan (Mr. 
Grant) who I believe was the authoi of 
•the motion, whether some members of the 
^ouit, m) m > if one, did or did not earnestly 
supplicate him (the veiy wotds adopted) 
to change toe construction of the resolu- 
tion, so as to give it the sense with which 
it is now endeavoured to clothe it; win ther 
the resolution to proceed to dismiss officer, 
unheard, was, o» was not, strongly depre- 
cated by us as unjust and unwarrantable ; 
and whether \vc did, or did 110 ^ urge our 
wiWiugriL&s to join the majority, if tho 


court would content itself to declare it 
would discuss, on a futuic uay, the ques- 
tion of dismission. If these tilings die 
remembered, what lemams but an acknow- 
ledgment, that the semcrico of guiliy tnen 
passed the couit, and that the" day 
was lesrrvtd only for the criminals to 
receive judgment. 

“ Tile iiisupciable stumbling block of the 
6th December, is fue resolution to piecrcd 
to dismiss Inc office i» uiu.iurd in tnen 
defence, anil on f.i p ,i7c Ma tenants. All 
the sopnistiv within t:ic range of human 
faculties, cannot reduce this nilo an opinion, 
nor i m to a u solution to discuss what it is 
CMircssiy declared tnc couit will piocccd 
to do on a i u tin e day . 

Tiic tn. si reason, the paper states, foi 
the resolution of the 6th Dteembu, is tue 
notoi u ty of the existing iiisubonlM ai/on 
of tue Madras army, and the nectasjty of 
the st’ ong support to then vii govu utm id — 
Good. JJut were toe sample allegations of 
that gi»\ eimmi.r, backed by tue secret 
examination and impel f< ct d< positions of 
obscun! inuivuliials, to be icecived all as 
gospel, while that government was ltsrli 
a party ui the question, from tnc belief 
pielly g< ueruily i utcit lined, that tlie niis- 
eu.tf owed its oiojin to the minim ant spi- 
i it display! d in t.a* excicisc of its autho- 
Hty J W. te Hie officers, the suspension of 
whom was one <d the causes of ferment, 
10 u.iiiirgo from the couit the blither a..d 
final .■•I ntcnrt of di-nussion, u.ilicu d, w ith a 
view tomi'iuei' *> pi i { to that goveiument f 1 

“ Tae m e. ml « casou is a cuu m> one — 
bee mse the Madra.s governnu nl recom- 
mended this act, or exercise of power, 
to the court — good again; induing nine 
natural! as the acquiescence of (he couit, 
making them accessaries to the act, if an 
unjiHl one, would lank amt confound them 
w nli the pi mcipals — uud loisootli tho. court, 
says thi> i cuson, was pUdjpd by its letter 
of jyih Stptouber, to tl v .serious conside- 
ration of the act of dismission. —Was this 
pudge, so eonsidcied and understood, to 
extend to the passing of tin* sentence of 
dismission without a hoaiint- 3 

“The fluid reuoou applies to the justi- 
fication of tnc conduct of tl.e Madras 
> government on the question of the suspen- 
sion, and not at all to liie comi\s lesoiution 
to dismiss ; and is but litt'e lelcv antto the 
point in dispute. 

“ Tue i'.mith reason would fain infer, 
that as the officers had not inn ’ • o distinct 
denial at Madra*, of the m no fact erf 
which they wen* accused, namely, tnfhei 
preparing or signing m odious wiinugfc* 
(a disjunctive very iw wloidhu; two 

charges in one) of which came of then 
suspension it is aik god they were not igno- 
rant, but of which it is certain tney wen 
never offiiially mihimcd before the lit oj 
M ay, and then by the grnci.il orders alone ; 
theii silence may be cou»urn£tt in suppnr? 
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of the evidence on which the government 
acted. Is it possible that such strained 
reasoning could have governed the court, 
in a question involving the lame and for- 
tune of individuals who have distinguished 
themselves in our service ? To justify the 
suspension under the peculiar circumstan- 
ces of the Madras government, were an 
easy task, compared with an apology for 
the’resolution to dismiss on the 5th Deccm- 
her. The agitation of so critical a period 
is a good plea to extenuate error in the one 
case ; prompt decision, it is justly said, 
was there and then n< cessarv. Suspension 
was resorted to, and lu*d even dismission 
been adopted, the crisis would still hale 
been a plausible plea. Ru{ in vain should 
we seek for such a pica for the court, 
sitting in judgment, so far from the seat 
of mischief, on officers removed from flic 
possibility of co-operation with the army. 
Was piompt decision necessary lure also, 
to the extent #f not allowing time for 
defence ? 

“ The fifth reason is a masterpiece of 
involuntary self-detection. It argues the 
general practice of the court in deciding 
on questions relating to their accused ser- 
vants, even when at homo ; and urges, that 
whatever defence they produce heic, which 
they produced not in India, can only be 
of the nature of ex parte evidence; and 
says, truly sav s, that “ to try a entire fairly, 
the one party should hear what the other 
advances.” If this reasoning be true, and 
it is consonant, strictly so, with reason and 
justice, how can it be made to apply to 
defence only, and not to accusation also ? 
Can ex parte accusation be ju.lt, and ex 
parte defence unjust? Arc they not both 
clearly, incontostibly, unjust? Moreover, 
no defence nor opportunity to it, having 
been allowed in India, can the absence of 
it be twisted into a necessity to deny it 
here also ? And* can the close of this most 
extraordinary reasoning bo considered 
admissible, which puts the question by 
parallel, as between master and scivant, 
when it is in fact a point at issue between 
■ervant and servant coram judtee. 

“ If such weie the itasons for the reso- 
lution of the 5th December, greatly do I 
rejoice to have dissented from it ; and thtf 
endeavour to give to this measure the 
half-vecollected sanction of the president 
of the board of eontroul, and the collateral 
aid of the doctrine inculcated by the 
governor-general, received long after the 
discussion, (and which is, in fact, no more 
thai^a truism) form a masterly perora- 
tion K> this incomparable series of reasons. 

The delay to pass sentence, which took 
place from December to April, is well 
accounted for* The standard of revolt 
was unfurled, and minor considerations 
were for a time swallowed up. Yet one 
may fairly enquire,' why the arguments 
teased to operate during that period; 
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which inculcated (as alleged in Hie first 
reason for the act of the 5th December) 
the necessity of prompt and decisive sup- 
port to the government of Madras. Surely, 
in consistency with such reasoning, this 
was the moment for fulminating dismis- 
sions. But I am inclined to believe that 
doubts had, in the interim, begun to arise 
in the minds of some of the supporters of 
the resolution of the 5th December, as 
to its expediency and practicability, and, 
possibly, as to its justice. 

ie The authors of the dissents, when ihc 
happy tidings arrived of the termination 
of thetnost unnatural rebellion that is to 
be found on the record of any civilized 
country, hailed the auspicious moment as 
a harbinger of peace here also ; and though 
the suspended officers would have spurned 
an amnestv, which, as the paper justly 
says, implies previous guilt, they could 
not but be aware of the erith al circum- 
stances of their respective cases ; and in 
the view of the possibility, that having 
errecl to a certain extent, ilnv could not 
expect entire justification, and would be 
content to enjoy the advantages of an act 
of clemency and oblivion, the motion of 
the 4th April, was devised without com- 
munication, direct or indirect, with any 
one of them. 

<£ The reasonings adduced in the paper 
against the motion I ltad the honour to 
bring forward, tor restoring the officers 
to tiieir rank and regiments, and against 
the dissents from the previous question 
which got rid of the motion, are, in my 
opinion, inert abstract views, and ri« not 
apply practically. The introduction, how- 
ever, into the papei of the substance of 
an amendment, which was withdrawn 
because untenable, as arguments against 
the motion, must be noticed as a novelty 
curious in itself, and of a piece with what 
is said to have been the understanding of 
the court, though not formally minuted, 
namely, the intention to reconsider the 
w hole case. The truth is, that the ease of 
the suspended officers in April, 1810, was 
complete in all its parts. Nothing could 
be expected to mend it , and the strongest 
adherence to the resolution of the Mil 
•December, could not have excited a wish 
that matter might arrive to mar it. In fact, 
nothing material has, I believe, arrived to 
affiect it. « It by an act of clemency, evinc- 
ing a conciliatory spirit, the court had 
avoided the investigation of alleged, but* 
unproved guilt ; that guilt, even though it 
had been prriNred trivial in comparison with 
the atrocities forgiven by lord Minto ; 
what a sea of troubles would have been 
avoided! Courts of directors summoned 
repeatedly to be governed in their decisions 
by the lot; loss of lime within doors; 
great discontent and agitation without; 
Feuds and ill blood perpetuated here and 
in India ! fuch are, in part, the evils which 
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ini .lit have been avoided by the adoption 
of the sun unary method recommended-, 
which, like the sword of the conqueror, 
would have cut the knot, which experience 
has since shewn, no cftoit could untie. It 
may be called begging the question, to say 
that the result of its adoption would have’ 
been so highly favourable. But no question 
is bonded by the asscition. th.it the court 
has been involved in protracted schism and 
warfare, of which tin termination is Mill 
perhaps far distant, by tJie determmat'on 
adopted to investigate and decide upon 
the cases of the suspended office! s respec- 
tively, upon such wictchcd < vidence and 
vague charges as tlio^e furnished fty the 
govei liiuent of Madras. 

“ I shall take up no more of your valua- 
ble time, but remain, 

u Gentlemen, 

“ You* most obedient, 

“ Humble servant, 
(Signed) “ J. Patti son. 1 * 

Old Jew ry, 

SOtli Mareli, 1S11. 

To the hon. the Court of Oil odors 
of the East India company. 

“ To the Honoui able Court of Dircctois, 
&c. &c. fcc. 

Ct Gentlemen, 

It is with ext i cine reluctance that we 
think of continuing tin* discussion, tj 
which Mr. Huddleston has returned in the 
paper he has addicssid to the court under 
date ‘Jfith ot Maieh. We should have con- 
ceived one attack, and one reply, to be 
sufficient. If thcic is to be no limit to 
controversies of this nature, nnich of the 
time and in mils of the rmut may he very 
inconveniently engrossed. As, however, 
some of tlii^opic.s oil which Mr. Huddle- 
ston has timched in the rejoinder w here- 
with lie has been indulged, are of pnhhe 
importance, and the opinions 01 assertions 
lie has advanced upon them, are in our 
apprehension erroneous ; we trust, especi- 
ally as our silence might be misinterpreted, 
that we shall he pet nutted to make a few 
observations upon them. 

It will be our endeavour to be succinct, 
and to pass overt very thing that is not ma- 
terial, however open it may seem to reply. 

Fiist, with respiet to tin* resolution of 
the 5th December, IHOq, Mr. Huddle* 
Mon maintains, that it pledged the couit 
to the dismission of the suspended officeix. 
Wcsay, it expressed an opinion Apouflie 
conduct of those officers, and an intention 
to act in consonance to that opinion, by 
proceeding to the act of dismission on a 
future day: but both the opinion and the 
intention are plainly to be contradistin- 
guished from the act of dismission uself. 
We say further, that neither any expressed 
opinion or intention nor even any act of 
the court can pledge a future court to pro- 
ceed in conformity to ^uch opinion, inten- 
tion. or act : that if the subject of dismissing 


the officers had been afterwards resumed 
conformably to the resolution of the 5th 
December, the question to have been put 
respecting eve ry one of them seriatim, must 
have been “ that A, ]}, C, D, Uc. be 
dismissed the company’* service; ’that such 
a question must necessarily have left the 
whole merits of the case of each individual 
open to lc-discussiou, and might have 
been met by the previous question, by an 
anuiidniiiit, or by direct opposition to 
the main question ; and umvei sally to 
iijiagine that one com t can pledge a futuie 
couit to any act ot measure, is an idea as 
singular ox that of expunging any lesolution 
ol £oui { alter it has been lcgularly confirm- 
ed ; a proceeding of w hich the lmnoui able 
mcmlici stems l$> have e\j>eeted the adop- 
tion, in l expect to the resolution of the 5?h 
Deccmhci , above a \ ear after it had passed ; 
a proceeding loo whieli would be liable to 
the most sc* inns objections, and of winch 
we believe there is no example. In con- 
clusion, the intention of piocecding to dis- 
imsMoii, the lesolution itself of our late 
minute, ® have broadly avowed, but the 
material point for which we contend is, 
that the said resolution lemained open to 
subsequent debate, and to alteration; 
whcicas the notion of a pledge implies the 
coiiliary, a notion too with which the 
whole pi derailing of the court since that 
time, ix . t variance. 

It w.ts to the resolution of tne 5th 
December, as it passed the court and stood 
on rccoid that vve were called to speak, 
not the proceeding to which any particular 
members might have previously inclined ; 
and it is for measures, as they are finally 
settled, that the members who concur in 
them are responsible ; not for all ideas and 
opinions they may before have entertained 
concerning them, and perhaps, too, in the 
course of discussion, have given up. 

The intimation introduced into the dis- 
sent of the litli April - INK) 1 ,' of which the 
honourable gentjeman (Mr. Huddleston) 
appeals to have been the penman, thatthe 
then chairman had o.'cdiudly proposed 
to proreed to the ac t ot dismission on the 
5lh Dcccmbci, appeared to the latter to be 
a mere peisouaiity , immatnial in itself 
.and to any public coosideiatiou of the 
subject, if not an attack upon the freedom 
of opinion. He, therefore, not having 
occasion to notice that pap< r till long after- 
wards (though then he was called to do so), 
hopes lie sha : i be pa i cloned for thinking that 
this intimation, with other things or' the 
like iialiue, might be passed over in silence. 
If he ad veils to the repetition in the •ho- 
nourable gentleman’s late letter, it is be- 
cause some new use is made of it, and lest 
c itinued silence might be misconstrued. 
The temper manifested towards him, in 
the controversial writings of the last year 
or two, certainly atlords him no great encou- 
i a gem cut to be free in needtesjLaduiissiQn. 
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Concerning tiio details of debates, of the 
,wholc of wind) he has not .1 distinct recol- 
lection. Ho has no hesitation, however, in 
saying that he was of opinion, in common 
with many other ntemluis, that it Was 
proper, at that time to pass a vote of 
dismission on the suspended officer- ; 
and if this opinion, which he inanitm.*; 
has not yet been shewn to have been 
wrong, were entci rained by him, could 
it be contrary to i»is duty to propose that 
measure? Ii, however, upon discussion 
in com the opinions tluie delivered 
and the irreguhiiiry of pjoceeiling to the 
act of dismiss ion without lonnul notice, 
materially atltcU'd the decision of tl«it 
day, what is hee.ee pivv* d, hut that the 
decision was not the soI,.«irV dictate ol one 
individual, as th honourable gcntlci mu 
, has intimated, hot too h'gitiuiule oh* prn.g 
of public co\»-r,Uai»on ? 

The liOnom.iblc gfutlcman, hnwev. i, 
asks how the idea oi *!: inis '■mg Use ohircis 
on the Mb Diceiohe 1 . when they hun not 
bet 11 heaid, is compa'.iMe wnii the 
eh. duration in our late letter, vt fh.it we 
were v.'lfing and fie*-. runs tl at evuy 
subsequent MUonnaHon wiael, muld throw 
Hishi on the imum* of tin suspended oll*( i * 
ami eveiy thing they had *u:h-cqi«r! sly 
o tilled in then defence, < *‘u>idd be fi.Mv 
Weighed 5 ' This diclaratim nr.) 1:1.1. h , 
as is clear fio.n the lettei ils IS, m r in ( nee 
to tla stale of things know" t,. she couit 
on tin bill l>ocember, a* i: „• I.duium- 
ab!e m ntleme:: s lan^ini.* n«ip!us, but 
to tin ety diiien 'i si. le ef tleugs known 
to tlu 10 in tue mouth ol \ptil, 1 HI o. 
\n» fhiit we \vc:c at aov tii.vhndisp,»wd 
It* hr.u v, h.uiwi eonld Ik- i.o iy .ulv.nucd 
in beh dr ot uv ofnc 1 r-, In.t ar the lotii.i r 
peiiod \u -aw no pu^pect <.f fail 1 ei 
inatUM* M!‘.iiina‘u'.* . and wi.t»o tiuie 
w.i* iitih** nope, uiMie iui**»t |m\o bfcn 
pioportiou.i’s; ^inuiiw. J’l.t tin tlu otlnc 
baud, it w.i** m po-si’iuf tu.ii the couit 
should not apjn.n to 1 . dilute in tluir 
suppoit of ti’c civil gov< iriment, and in 
decided H-Mance lo mililaiy insnberdi* 
nation. Ssneii weie our iinpicsMOits eaily 
in Deccmlu r. IV c have slated, m our 

foimei letter, the vast change* that In came 
known to the court in the eoin.se of fotjr 
months afterwards, and the consequent 
altei.-tn'ii i.i the views of the couit, as to 
the in ci ssity of proceeding speedily 
against ti.e suspended odious. In such 
very new circ umstances, to decide imme- 
diately, other frr dismission or for a 
more luiiuil, course, appealed to be 
attended willi difficulty. Further delay 
mined, therefore, proper; and, as it was 
hardly practicable entirely to* exclude, in 
the consideration of the cases of these 
officers, ^attention to what had recently 
passed it^lhdia and the tiials which were 
going o ^^hcr e. as* well as the inquiries 
•making ^^^vernor general! it might 


naturally he expected to throw additional 
light on the general subject of flic disorders 
in the Madras,, army. This expectation 
animated our desire of further information, 
from India, in otdu* that such information, 
with the defences the officers had ottered 
subsequent to their arrival in Fngland, 
might be duly weighed. On the whole, 
it is plain, as the tenour of our preceding 
letter may have shewn, that tin* delay 
arose, in a certain degree, from apprehend- 
ed incxpi (lit ucy (justly apprehended, 
We think) under flu. new ciieumslanccs, 
of proceeding hastily to the actuther of 
dismission or of qualified pardon. 

It would M‘( m tiut the picsent couit of 
director have hit the difficulties we have 
now described; foi it was the month of 
Oetober last before the court entered on 
tlic consider.*! ion of the cases of the mis- 
pt mled officers; and that consideration* is 
wtih tlic except! 11 of colonel Sen I lexer's 
c.i c, wliicli stands o*. ei tor iuionnation 
friuu tin* supreme coi.rt at Madras, but 
in a i losed. 

" After so mat me a deliberation by a 
coi.it of «iuc( mis, in part diifert fitly com- 
(■< .*ed f, .on tiie last, and known to have 
10.1leiK.Hy disagreed with the hv*t upon the 
M.uli.ts udituiv questions, 11 becomes voiy 
uitcH sti:.g to ..In nd to the decision to 
viiieh ihev isa/e conic. And notwithstand- 
ing the lomidiTit inannev 111 which the ho- 
iioiu.dilc gentlcu an, with otlu i nu minus of 
the cue turn, have advocated the cause of 
those officeis, not v.itlMa':diog the aggia- 
vated .M-cii.salU'iu ok the Imi.oiu able genlle- 
111:111 in paite ulav, against what he ha* term- 
«-ii the violation ot* the piuic»pl<* of uatinal 
justice and ol the Ibitish law, both by the 
gov ei sum *il of K>*» S:. (boi^v^nd the laic 
court of dirt ciors, in judging and condemn- 
ing. ;*.<* has affirmed, upon ex parte evi* 
d 11c.* in ,1 secict divan, vvitiiout a tiial or a 
lu-ami*. of he patties condemned fimpropn 
:im i.'-.ilion**, to which we have spoken else*, 
whre,) nolw ili^iandmg the measure con- 
t. iiflcd fin on ihc -l.h 'pril, 10 i<>, of lcstor- 
mg those f.fficeis without In;*.! or censure ; 
notwithstanding the expectation and impor* 
Mice attached by the honomablc member 
to Hie defences of the offici is, a very large 
majority of tlic court have upon the evidence 
produced at Madias, and even upon the 
admissions of those gentlemen themselves, 
adjudgcfj the greater part of them to have 
hern guilty of acts worthy of dismission 
from the service, and have declared that 
they would have been compelled to have in- 
flicted the punishment of dismission upon 
them, if the amnesty gi anted by lord Minto 
to officers who hud been in actual revolt, 
had not ? together with the general preva- 
lence or insubordination early in 1809 , in- 
duced the court to adopt a more lenient 
course 

u Thus it is at length established, that 
the goverfiment of Madras acted upon true 



state papers. 


md sufficient information in their proceed- 
ing against those officers ; that (actions and 
inflammatory measures wepe tlien going on 
among the officers of the army ; and it 
seems impossible to show, that whore the 
insubordination was become general and 
great, as too many evidences have sinc^ 
proved, persons guilty of it could have been 
subjected to putiishnu nt by any other 
course on the p:irt of government than the 
summary and vigorous one which it adopt- 
ed > and which every government of deci- 
sion must adopt in like cases. Tims, also, 
the court of directors are justified in the 
suppoit they have given to the government 
of Madras* in respect to their conduct to- 
wards those officer* ; a support by which 
they have, in tiutli, upheld (heir own au- 
thority, and the stability of the British 
empire in India. 

“ Secondly. We shall advert to some 
things which the lionouiable gentleman has 
advanced on the past state of trie Madras 
army and the means of preserving the au- 
thority of the civil government over the 
military body. 

“ He says, “ that on the oth of Decem- 
ber, im 1 '*, the court of diuctois were not 
in possession of any evidence or of any ad- 
vices relating to insubordination or sedi- 
tion, except the minute of sir G. Barlow of 
the 1st Max, i 8!>P, in which turn* is no 
allusion to any roiiibimtions or written 
communications between different divisions 
of the . 'limy, imbed it is impossible there 
could be any, for s»r G. Barlow, in his sub- 
sequent dispatches, expressly states, that 
the system of combination was established 
throughout the army, after the Hydi.ihad 
officers had declared their participation in 
the feelingSfOf their hi other officers,” &c. 
(which happened the 18th May, lfc09.) 

“ Now, w e did not at all mean to refqj to 
the combinations formed at this time, and 
afterwards, on tin* open and avowed ground 
of resistance to the government, but to 
other* less ostensible and of an curlier 
date, which, however, evidenced »he exis- 
tence of the principle of combination , a 
principle most dangerous in itself, to which 
the Indian armies have been accustomed, 
and which lias always been the engine 
whereby great commotions have been pro- 
duced iu those armies. 
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“ Of such combinations so macli it 
said in a letter to the court, dated lOtn 
September 1810, to which our signatures, 
with those of eight other directors, are 
affixed,* that wc shall merely indicate 
them here. t 

“ We have already stated,” say thfc Ma- 
dras government, with Mr. Petrie at their 
head, on *the ‘JJst of October, 1807, “ that 
a very dangerous spirit of cabal has shown 
itself among several officers of your army. 
This feeling has been greatly inflamed by 
the impunity with which the honourable 
lieutenant-colonel Sentleger lias hitherto 
been enabled to brave and insult the autho- 
rity of this government.'’ 

“ Every means of the most public na- 
ture have been taken at some of the princi- 
pal military stations, to hold up lieutenant- 
colonel Scntleger us the champion of the 
rights of the company’s army, and as one 
whose example calls for general imitation.” 

Is this, as the honourable gentleman 
states, the case of a few officers only out of 
sixteen or seventeen hundred — (had he said 
thirteen or fourteen hundred it would have 
been more exact) when it .speaks of some 
of the principal stations ot the army, where 
every means of the most public nature were 
taken to hold up colonel Senllegcr as one 
wlnr-e example called for general imitation ? 
Is ir not plainly the spirit of cabal and con- 
cert in active exercise? And can it be con- 
ceived that tiie principal station, who had 
thus an unity of action, had not also an uu 
derstuudiug with each other ? 

4< But wlmt was the oil eolation to the dif- 
ferent stations, foi signatures of the memo- 
rial for Bengal allowances, which general 
Macdowall suppressed in May, 1808 i 
What was the far more exceptionable me- 
morial for many claims, which general 
Macdowall himself, at the request of the 
ar.uy, brought foiward to government at 
the end of that year? Aud,^iot to speak of 
the combined atta^un lieutenant-colouei 
Monro, wh.it jurre the letter* addri ssed to 
major Boles; the manorial addressed to 
the governor-general for the removal of sir 
G. Bailow, xvhat were all these but the 
acts of many officers, at various stations, 
combined, whose signatures could not have 
b^en obtained without communications be*- 
tween the different divisions of the army? 


* “ A paper, the length of which tlic honourable gentleman ha* taken occasion to 
mention, apparently in the way ntVensurc.'* The paper was unavoidably long, because 
in answering six dissents, containing 114 foolscap pages, it went into a general review of 
the causes, progress, and issue of the revolt in ihe Madras army, with the merits of the 
pai tics concerned in it ; and it seems that wiial originally consisted, with t«o appendix, 
of 103 demy pa*: es, has in tbc honourable gcuticnian’s toolscap copy extended to *08 
pages. It will be found, however, that the whole of tuc writings on the side with which 
the honourable gentleman has acted, are tnore voluminous than those brought forward on 
our side. Part of tjiose dissents whieh are opposed to our opinions, are distinguished by 
a quality which, tq use the honourable gentleman’s language, is “ absolutely novel for 
the honourable writers have dissented to a measure which they voted for, and xvkich 
could not have been carried without their concurrence. If this mode of ^dissenting w» 
to become frequent, the inconvenience would indeed be great, * 

Vol. 12. V 
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And what docs the standing regulations 
qnoted by general Macdowal! against the 
officers in May, 1808, against combinations, 
but prove the preceding existence of the 
evil ? all these instances were known when 
the resolution of the Mb December was 
passed. It is quite. needless to enlarge on - 
them, or to look further back. It must indeed, 
be obvious to an attentive examiner of the 
rise and progress of the late insubordina- 
tion in the coast army, that combination 
was the vital principle ami support of it, 
and the bond which kqpt the great body of 
the. olficeis steady to each other till the 
last. 

44 And was it not the same principle 
which matuied the mutiny of the Bengal 
officers in 17oo, the coii.niotion of 1785 in 
the Madras army, and the Bengal agitations 
of 1796, as well as the Madias revolt of 
i80p? The honourable gentleman wiites as 
if no such thing as combination had existed 
among the officers of the coast army, till 
after the proceedings of the Madias govern- 
ment ( or, as he thinks fit always to express 
lumself, sir G. Barlow) on th** 1st May 
1809. had provoked them. We do not re- 
collect ever to have seen this plainly ad- 
vanced befoie, by any advocate of the olfi- 
ccrs. We appeal to the proofs of the con- 
traiy already adduced, pai ticulnrly to the 
regulations of government, prohibiting com- 
binations-, and to the full and distinct 
stall meats m lord Mintos letter to the so- 
cut commits e, of >di February, lb 10, wilt- 
ten after he bid been long employed in en- 
quiries and reflection upon the subject. The 
letter of September, 1810, alleady men- 
tioned, docs indeed leekon among the re 
mote predisposing causes'of the late muti- 
ny, i he pi maple of combination, and a dis- 
/ati ''fac tion on the scmt; of nuhtaiy emolu- 
ment; but it docs not asciibe these causes 
peculiailv lo one *et of men, or to uric pe- 
liod , it do luces tile causes themselves fiom 
the constilVdiiui , and cimirnstanees of our 
loe.il Indian uimio, -nnl the pimeiples of 
human notuie. The "iiouourable gentle- 
man, however, is pleased to icgaid those ob- 
iervations only jis tin owing oppiohnum and 
sevtie i (flections on the olficeis of the Ma- 
dias ainiy, upon whom, fiom his own ex- 
perience, lie bestows the most unqualified 
culogmin for their iiinfonn good ounduct 
and spmt, both m war and peace. This 
mode of converting what is intended to be 
of geneial application, into n specific accu- 
sation of ceitain individuals oi certain clas- 
ses, appeals to us to be contrary to fair 
reasoning, and injuiioiLS to tlic utility of dir- 
ciission. That letter has no where intima- 
ted that the causes in question, or those 
others winch it assigns as piedisposiug 
causes, were at all times actively operative ; 
it has done justice to the militaiy character 
of the Indian armies ; to the personal qua- 
lities 'of V'.ry many of the officers, whose 


talents and services have illustrated the 
order to which they belonged ; but, after 
all, a revolt which threatened the destruc- 
tion of our Indian empire, is an event too 
momentous and too aw ful to be passed over 
without a free investigation into the causes 
of it ; and those which have been assigned 
in the letter, arc not held by the writers of 
it, but stand on the foundation of larger ex- 
perience unci information than the oppor- 
tunities of the honourable' gentleman could 
furnish. It must he pleasant to be on the 
popular aide, and to bestow praise, which 
will gratify numbers ; but our views of duty, 
and our sincere wishes for the lasting wel- 
fare of the Indian army itself, have enfor- 
ced ns, in concurrence with Others, to the 
ungracious task of pointing out errors which 
w e conceive have contributed to the most 
dreadful effects, in order to the avoidance 
of the like eirorsin future. 

“ The principle for which the officers 
appear to have of late contended, that they 
should lose the .service only by the decision 
of their own body, involves, in fdet, the 
establishment of an independent Militaiy 
power, and eventually its supremacy. The 
honourable gentleman admits of the exer- 
cise of the power of dismissing office is 
without a tual by court martial; he will 
doubtless admit, also, of the power inhe- 
rent hi the company, of dismissing their 
eivil servants, when they see cause. — This 
power may be misused ; but, if it exists, it 
necessarily supposes tin* exercise of discre- 
tion. We wish the honourable gentleman, 
in his protest against some doctrine winch 
lie thinks be li.is cfiscnvcied in om last letter 
on the subject, bad shewn bow the power 
could remain, if disci etion in the exert iso 
of it weie taken away. We were shewing, 
in that letter, that the judgment and dis- 
cretion of the company at home must, in 
•vai ions cases, be the final arbiters of the 
fate of their accused Indian servants, civil 
or military . because the u investigation ot 
their conduct, by the same forms, pleading*, 
and evidence, as are required in our com s 
of law, is impracticable and we then ad- 
dial, 44 It is to be remembeiuJ, that tin 
question in such cases is much of the na- 
ture of a question between master aiidsei- 
vanf, or superior and mlenm This pas- 
sage the honourable ggudeman applies ex- 
clusively to military officers ; who, lie says, 
“ are thus made to bear the same nlation 
to the company, that, in private life, a ser- 
vant bears to his master, and may be dis- 
missed without ass?frniuff any cause.*' — The 
expressions in italic in this quotation, 
are all "material alterations fiom the origi- 
nal text, and make up the doctrine against 
which he protests ; but of the objectionable 
nature of which, after all, no very definite 
idea is obtained. We have used the relation 
of master and servant, not in its lowest 
scuse, but in a moie general acceptation A 



STATE PAPE&S. 


which comprehends the manner of its sub- 
sistence between public bodies and their 
functionaries. The king's officers are the 
king's servants: the company's officers are 
the company’s servants — so are their go- 
vernors, counsellors, and all their civil func- 
tionaries. We mean, to claim no more dis- 
cretion forthe company, in judging and dc^ 
ciding on the fate of their Indian servants, 
than the king himself, according to the 
power vested in him by law, exercises with 
respect to his servants ; — a pywer which the 
company have always exercised, and which 
the British conquerors of India were more ex- 
posed to feel, than the military or civil ser- 
vants of the present day. Hut if a person 
appointed into the service of the company, 
wove thereby to become possessed of a 
tenure, from which he could be ejected only 
by a course of law, the authority and pros- 
perity of the master could he of no long 
duration. 

“ To a very, important enquiry suggested 
in our last letter, “ How the credit and au- 
thority of the civil government is to be pre- 
served against military encroachment?’ 
the honourable gentleman replies — “ l*y a 
system of rule, founded on the pure prin- 
ciples of the British constitution ; riut 
shall have regard to British feelings, Evince 
a know lodge of the British character ; "that 
shall unite beneficence with fu nines*, ami 
conciliation with dignity ; by selecting for 
governois men who possess the qualities 
that gain the hearts without losing the re- 
spect of the gov enied, <S:c. &c. In diort, 
Mich a system of mle, and such qualities ju 
the ruler, as made Cornwallis in India the 
object of universal reverence and esteem, 
alike with soldier and civilian, &c. &c.” — 
Such a system of rule, he thinks, w iH aiwav s 
prevent any disposition to encroach, or ren- 
der it innoxious, if entertained.'’ 

“ We have an affectionate respect for the 
memory, the virtues, the aclitcv emeuta of 
niaiqms Cr; rnwajiis; butlie was confessedly, 
a veiy uncommon character. The honour- 
able gentle man’s .system does not tell ns 
what b to be done if men of lus iare union 
of qualities should not be to be found. 
Unfortunately, ton, for the houoinable gen- 
tleman’s system, it is a well known fact, that 
marquis Cornwallis, wiih alibis excellencies, 
when he projected reforms and improve- 
ment*, or what lie conceived to be such, in 
the Bengal army, became very unpopular 
with the office rs of that atmy. t he honour- 
able gentleman's system fails us hoi e*too ; it 
does not tell us what is to he done, when a 
man of the purest public principles, and the 
most inoffensive manners, m obedience to 
the dictates of his superiors, his duty, find 
his conscience, aims at reform, ami when 
he thereby becomes unpopular, and finds 
his measures opposed. The compoucnt parts 
of the honourable gentleman's system of 
rule, doubtless, form a fine assemblage, and 
arc set off with all the advantages of anti- 
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thesis, but they are only abstract geneii- 
lities ; or, if they be regarded a* ^o many 
elementary principles of a practical code 
(though some relate to the rule, some to the 
qualities of the ruler,) the whole difficulty, 
which consists in the formation of such ,1 
code, still remains. But there seems to be 
an essential error in the very conception 
and foundation of the honourable gentle- 
man’s system, namely, that certain irans- 
ccndant qualities in the law, and in the 1*0- 
vornor,.will always preserve the governed 
from doing wrong. We are again com- 
pelled, on this occasion, to refer to anotlu r 
tiutb, which, though it has not ttie recom- 
mendation of novelty, as lew moral truths 
ha^e, may also be entitled to the honourable 
gentleman’s admission. 

“ All laws hitherto made for the govern- 
ment of human beings, have gone on a prin- 
ciple opposite to that of rue honourable 
gentleman. They have supposed, that tn 
retain men in just obedience to lawful au- 
thority, the piovLsum arid the employment 
of coercion and puni.-hment were neces- 
sary. No doubt the administration of cn- 
miual la* is to be. temj.eiod. with pnulence 
and nieivv; no doubt tl at the largest nos- 
silde portion of good qualifies in the system 
'of government, and in the character of the 
rulers, is most deniable , hut it would fol- 
low, fiom the adoption of the honourable 
gentleman’s system in our Indian empire, 
that the unpopularity of a government act- 
ing solely from public principle, icallv for 
the public good, and with a personal de- 
meanour the most unexceptionable, would 
be sufficient to condemn and remove him , 
and it* this were unhappily verified in prac- 
tice, the giatification of the passions and 
interests of the governed might then be- 
come a leading object w ith their rulei s. 

“ It has appeared from an earl v period of 
the disturbances at Madras, to have been 
the view of the officers either to effect the 
removal of the governor, di ^onlrol fhego- 
vei nment in certain object*. After advanc- 
ing to the awfui^fguT of open icvoli, they 
have been, by the wisdom and enerry of 
the government itself, defeated m both ob- 
jects, wi.hoiit the least sacnticeuf the pub- 
lic authoiity or diynov. A most eompie- 
liensive amnesty followed, and real tran- 
quillity might have been giadiuily 1 stored, 
if flic opporitiou to the government had not 
been transfen ed to tins country, and ac- 
tively lenowed here. Many mMiu merits 
and many means have been employed to 
prejudice the public mind against sir G. 
Barlow : to represent as the injured pai- 
tie* those, whose early spirit of insubordi- 
nation contributed so much to all the dread- 
ful evita that afterwards ensued ; to throw 
into the shade even the enormities of ac- 
tual rebellion ; nay to ascribe the blame of 
it to him who was the mean* of saving the 
Indian empire fiom nuarchy and destruc- 
tion, and finally to bring about that object 

u % 
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■which the officers originally sought, his re- feels grateful to the honourable dfrttffor 
raoval from government. The propriety of for his desire to spare him, as far as pos- 
each a measure has even been oroadly as-* sible, from the lash of his pen and the 
•ertetf in this house. The re-action in India censure of his judgment, by considering 1 
ef all the opinions adduced, and the means the addresses alluded to, as the produc- 
used in England to decry sir G. Barlow and tions of and conveying the sentiments of 
bis conduct, may be expected to be great ; the late chairman only (arising, as the 
the accomplishment of his removal would chairman is persuaded, from that friend- 
ne the final triumph of the cause of oppo- ship which no difference on public mat- 
sit ton to government, and such a return for ters lias begn able to destroy) still feels 
eminent public service would not only be a it incumbent on him to declare, that where- 
lasting disgrace to the country, but indict ever his signature appears, there are his 
an indelible wound on the authority of the genuine sentiments expressed; and that 
civil power, and the interests of tile com- however kindness to him ha# been the mo- 
pany in India. We therefore fake ttys op- tive of the honourable gentleman for ex* 
portunity of recording our solemn protest eluding him from his strictures, . it may 
against alt proposition^ calculated to pro* perhaps be a question, whether the chair- 
dime such fatal effects. man ought, to consider himself flattered, 

u The honourable gentleman has as-* or the contrary, by this desire to absolve 
cribed to the late chairman a bias, imper- him from nearly all the consequences of dor- 
ceptible to himself, towards the Madras trines and declarations to which Ins name 
government. Exemption from all undis- appears ; in one instance the first signa- 
Cerned bias and error, it is not, perhaps, tore, and in another the second : cer- 
tbe lot of humanity to possess, and it may taiuly the chairman is most desirous to 
be proper for every individual tb be watch- ascribe, wh^re it is justly due, to his late 
fill against its influence ; but the late colleague, the ability and indefatigable' 
chairman has stood in none o^’ those vela- industry which formed the ha '•is oi the 
tions or connections toward sir G. Barlotv, reply ami addresses in question ; but it is 
•r any member of the government, which not less the desire of the chairman to 
most commonly and naturally bias the .take to himself his full share of ILiu 
human mind; and he ran honestly say, demerits of those papers, and to give 
that in these Madras affairs he has acted to others the credit for much unanswerable 
under a deep and anxious sense of their ex- matter. Never has the chairman, he flat- 
treme public importance, and with an ear- ters himself, shrunk from responsibility 
nest desire in all cases to serve the public in- of his acts or hix signature*, and whilst 
terest. he acknowledges his many errors and 

u It remains only to speak to one point; faults, lie never will add to them bv the 
tile honourable gentleman has, throughout unworthy part of shifting to others any 
the whole of his present ami preceding pa* share of blame which ought to attach to 
per, allowed himself to treat certain acts of himself, 
the court, and certain opinions delivered in We are, 

. papers addressed to the court by a number u Gentlemen, 

of Directors, as the acts and opinions of ** Your most obedient, 

one individual ; thus treating the rest as c\- u humble .servants, 

phers. Nothing can be more unjust In (Signed) “ Wm. Asteli,. 

point of fact, and ne'^nig more cotitraiy ^ u Cjjas.Gbam/ 

to that decorum and respect which the mein- u East India lrroise, 
bers of the coui t ought to observe in ail 9th April, 1311. 

their proceedings towards the collective — — » 

body, and towards cadh other. Thoxe gen- At a Court of Directors, held on Friday 
tlemen with whom the late chairman bad the i&d November, JBIO; 

thelionour to side in relation to the Madras The court, pursuant to their adjournment 
disturbances, had each a substantive afid de- on the .'Oth instant, proceeding to take 
cided opinion of bis own upon eve: v ques- into consideration further proceedings 
lion that came before him, and acted ac- as to the cases of the suspended Madras 
cording to his own judgment and conviction, officers : . 

under the responsibility attached to his of- The under • mentioned particulars* were 
fice ; and to represent public measures of vend ; viz. 

the comt which are to have the operation Extraefcof a general order by government, 
of laws in the Indian empire, as the mea- dated the Slst January, 1309. 
sures of any one member of the body, is an Extract of general letters from Fort Sb 
intolerable license which the court itself is George, in the military department, 
nailed upon to correct. dated flic Slit January, 180^ a*d ^ 

The present chairman, much as he February, 1809. 

* Most of these papers have been inserted at length in the preceding voltimd, or ar* 
sufficiently explained in the opinions or dissents of tike directors, incited in tl;e present' 

valuing 
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General order by the cofnmander-in-rhief,fngs on Tuesday last, upon the cases of 
lieutenant - general, Macdowall, dated tiie suspended Madras officers - and 
28th January, 1309. The general letter to Fort St. George, 

Extract of judge advocate general's letter dated the 7th May, 1778, paragraphs 13 
to the government of Fort St. George, and 13, being read ; 
dated 20th February, 1009. Draft of a proposed letter' to the under* 

Extract letter from the governor general •mentioned personages, transmitting to each, 
in council, to the government of Fort a copy of the said paragraphs, and re- 
st. George. dated 20th February, 1809. questing such information thereon as they 
A memorial nom major Boles to the court, may be severally enabled to give, whs read 
dated the 23d February, 1809, with and approved; viz. 
v several enclosures. To Colonel Malcolm* 


Extract of general letter from Madras to 
the court, in the" military department, 
dated 28th February, 1809. 

Extract gencial letter to Fort St. George, 
in the military department, dated 15th 
September, 1809. 

Minute of sir George Barlow, dated the 
1st May, 1809. 

Paper of authorities submitted by the 
judge advocate general, as to an officer 
being justified in yielding obedience to 
illegal commands of his superiors. 

Letter from sir George Barlow to lord 
Minto, dated the 1st April, 1809. 
Extiact circular letter from major-general 
Gowdie, dated l()lh April, ift(>9. 

General orders, dated the 1st May, 1809. 
Extract letter from the court of directors 
to the government of Fort St. Georg*?/ 
in the military department, dated the 
29th September, 1809. 

Letter from the governor-general in coun- 
cil, to the Madras government, dated 
the 27th May, 1809. 

Bengal secret eon saltations, dated the 
* loth March, 1789. 

Madras military consultations, dated 3d 
February, 1809. 

Extract letter from colonel St. Lcgrr, to 
the secretary at Fort St. George, dated 
fhe 7th April, 1809. 

Fort St. George secret consultations, dated 
tiie 9th, JOtl|, and ;li*t May, and 9th 
and 1,1th Juno, 1809. 

Letter from the secretary at Fort St. 
George, to major Boles, dated the 1 tth 
June,* 1809. 

Bengal political consultations, dated the 
~ 29th July, 1809. 

Minute of William Petrie, esq. first mem- 
ber of council at Foit St. George, dated 
the 8 tli September, 1809. 

The court tlnHi adjourned farther pr> 
eecdiugs on the subject under conridyra- 
turn, till Tuesday next. • 

At a Com ' # uf Directors IkiM on Wednes- 
day. die ^8*h November, 1310, 

./Fay court's attention being called to cer- 
tain points connected with their proceed* 


Lord W. Bcntinck, 

Sir J. F. Cradock, 

Lieut.-col. Pierce^ 

Lieut-gen. J. Stuart, 

• Lieut- gen. Harris, and 

Liiwt. col. Wilkes. » 

On a motion. 

Ordered, That the consideration of fun* 
flier proceedings, on the cases of the sus- 
pended Madras officer •*, which stands for 
Friday next, be further postponed. 

At a Court of Directors, held on Wednes* 
day, tint jth December, 1810. , 

tLetteis from the under mentioned per- 
sonages severally, in reply to the court’* 
letters to them, of the V8th ultimo, wem 
read ; viz. 

From Lient.-gen. Sir J. Cradock, 

Colonel H. Malcolm, 

Licut.-ool, H. Pierce, and 
Lieut.-col .Wilkes, all dated ‘he 29tb 
ultimo. 

Li cot.- gen. J. Stuart, the 50th ultimo. 
Lord W. fientmek, the 2d inst. and 
Lieut.-gen. Harris, the 29th ultimo, 
and 5d instant ; also 
A letter from heuL-coh Boles, dated the 
1st instant, traesuritting a copy of a letter 
from major-gene /a 1 Sir John B rath waite, 
bai t, when commauding the army in elde*^ 
prcsci ibing a line of conduct for the adjn- 
taut- general of the anry at Madras, to 
which is subjoined, the-extra^ of tile late ^ 
marquis Comwalli&jflr WTocr relative to the 
precise duly of ffleadjut.int-geueral. 

ft was then, on a motion. 

Ordered, That the court be specially 
summoned for Wednesday next, the i2th 
instant, for the pimwse of deciding upon 
the case of lieut.-col. Boles. * 

• - 

At a Court of Directors, held on Wednes- 
day, the 1 2 til December, lRlOk 
The court now pioceeding, according to 
order of the 5th instant, to decide u pou 
the case of lieut.-col. Thomas Boles, one 
of thfi suspended officers from flic Madras 
army. 

The under mentioned letters which were 


• This letter required information, as to ’he manner of publication of orders, fa 
the adjutant-general's office, aad whether any’ were published without communication 
with the government. 

t These shew, that except in the instance, where the expenditure of public rao^ * 
is to be incurred, the orders of the commander-in-chief are published without any 
snunication with the goveru#jut. 
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read on the 5th instant, were again read ; 
viz. 

From General Stuart, 

Colonel Malcolm, 

Cord W. Bcntiuck, 

Sir J. Cradock, 

Colonel Wilkes, * 

Colonel Pierce, and 

two^froni gcneial Harris. Also from lieu t. 
col. Boles, with enclosures, which latter 
v\ ere likewise lead on the 5Ui instant, 

A motion was then made, 

“ That hcur.-col. Thomas Boles, late 
doput\ adjutant general on the Madras 
estahlishiiK nt, in the manner of prepaifng 
and circulating to the did# rent stations of 
the army, transcripts of the general order 
of heut. -general Macdouall, dated the 
28th Januaiy, 1809, ami m not only enter- 
taining n public address to him from a com- 
bination of officers of the Madras army, 
v nth n m declared opposition to the autho- 
rity of the goi eminent of Fort St. George, 
upon piiuci.ih’N most manifestly seditious, 
but in aectpt.ng, as he does not deny he 
did, a pension gi\ui to him hy oilier is, on 
those priueiphs, was guilty of factious 
disrespect, insubordination, and hostility 
to the government of Foil St. Geoige, as 
declared in the court's military Utter of 
29th September, loOf», whereby they did 
on tho^e grounds suspend him from the 
service, atto Inning i amoved, in then* 
letter of the 15th September, 1809 , the 
suspension parsed on him hy the govern- 
ment of Fort (itoigi ” 

The previous question being then non id 
upon the above-mentioned nFtnii, 

And a very lengthened debate taking 
place thereupon ; 

It was rnovi d, 

“That the fuither consideration of the 
foregoing motion be adjourned to Finlay 
next, at 12 oVock." . 

And the same, it passed in the 

affirmative. *»: 

At a Court of Directors, held on Friday, 
the 14th December, 1810. 

The conit now, pursuant to their ad- 
journment of last court of the lvth in-tant, 
resuming the consideration of the mot’ on 
then made rc^pii tmg major Boles, 

A nil ! her dt hate of very considerable 
length ensued ; when 

The previous question upon the foregoing 
motion, which had been moved on the 12th 
instant, being now put hy the ballot ; 

A ml the votes thereon appearing to be 
equal ; 

Tiic treasurer was called into court, pur- 
suant to the directions contained in the 
company's charter, and drew that lot which 
dett mimed the question in the affirmative. 
A motion to aiijuii/*n was then made ; 
And the same heir jc put by the ballot, 

It passed in the negative. 

The main question being now put by 


“ That major Thomas Boles, late deputy 
adjutant general on the Madras establish- 
ment, in the manner of preparing and 
circulating to the different stations of the 
nrmy, transcripts of the general order of 
lieut. general Macdowall, dated the 28th 
January, 1809, and in not only entertaining 
a public address to him from a combination 
of officers of the Madras army, wTitten in 
declared opposition to the authority of 
the government of Foil St. George, upon 
principles most manifestly seditious, but 
m accepting, as lie docs not deny lie did, 
a petition given to him by officers on those 
principles, was guilty of factious disre- 
spect, insubordination, and hostility to the 
government of FoitSt. George, as declared 
in the co u it’s military letter of the 29th 
•September, 1809, whereby they did on 
those grounds suspend him f.om the service, 
after having removed, in their letter of 
15th September, 1809, the suspension 
passed on him by the government of Fort 
St. George.” 

And the votes upon the said question 
appearing to be equal ; 

The treasurer was again called into court, 
and diew that lot which determined the 
question in the negative. 

At a Court of Directors held on Tuesday, 

the 8tn January, liii 1 , 

Tile court again us inning the considera- 
tion of the cases of the suspended Madras 
officers ; 

Ii was moved, 

“ That the p<qn rs conru eted with the 
case of licut.-coluucl tin* lion. A.. Si. Lcgei, 
be now lend •/’ 

Whereupon it w as moved to amend the 
said motion, by leaving out all the woids 
after the word “ Thai ” in order to intro- 
duce in lieu thereof, the word 1 -, 

“ It is due to justice, which nmst be the 
basis of all permanent and beneficial legis- 
lation, to finish the decision of the cmnt 
upon the case of major Bole*, Upon tlu* 
restoration of whom io, or removal from 
the service, the court is equally divided, 
before the court proceeds to the considera- 
tion of the cases of the other suspended 
officer.^, and that this determination is 
equally consonant with policy, as it is with 
justice ; that this mode of proceeding is 
the mote proper, as rebellion has been put 
down, all the above officers are alnaiiy 
suspttnkd from the service, and are also 
condemned by the resolution of the court 
of the 5th December, 1809, though this 
hasty condemnation is in direct opposition 
to the standing ordir of the court of the 
5 1st March, 1795; and which resolution 
of the 5th December, must be first revoked, 
before any fVittbefr measures can take place 
in these cases, according to the necessity 
to be preserved in all public assemblies ; 
and ittdso seems reasonable, now the late 
rebellion has been quelled, to consider 
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what circumstances may be supposed to 
have led to it.” 

. And ’minutes of court, of the 5tli De- 
cember, 1809; also, 

The standing order of court, of the 31st 
1795, being read, 

The question was put, t€ That the words' 
proposed to be left out, stand part of the 
question.” 

And the same being put by the ballot ; 

It passed in the negative. 

It was then moved, 

“That the proposed amendment stand 
part of tho question.” 

And it being put by the ballot, it passed 
in the negative. 

The following motion was then made; 
viz. 

“ That major Boles be restored to the 
company’ll service ; that he be not allowed 
to return to India till, in the opinion of 
the court of directors, the situation of 
affairs at Madras shall be such as to render 
his return in all respects proper; and ilmt 
lie he reprimanded for the intemperate 
expressions which are contained in his laid 
memorial.” 

Whereupon it was moved to amend the 
said motion, by leaving out all the wonts 
after the word ‘‘That,” in order to sub- 
stitute the following; viz. 

“ After the fullest consideration that 
can be given to the case of Major Boles, 
the supension of this officer from the ser- 
vice, be continued until the 31st Jamuiy, 
ifti*; and that if the court of directors 
shall then be satisfied that the officers of 
tiie Madras army are restored to tl^t state 
of Miboidinaiion and discipline, which 
may make it consistent with the good of 
the sei vice to allow major Holes to return 
to India, he be then permitted to do so, 
and with his rank in the service, but that 
he be at all times considered ineligible to 
be again employed in the adjutant gene- 
ral’s office; and further, that prior to his 
eventual return to India, he be reprimanded 
in wiitiug by the court, for the intemperate 
style of his last memorial to the court.” 

The question was then put by the ballot, 
“ That the words proposed to be left out, 
stand part of the said question ;” 

And the votes thereon appearing to be 
equal , 

The treasurer was called iuto court, pur- 
suant to the directions in the company's 
charter, and diewthat lot whieft decided 
it in the affirmative. 

r Hie main question being then put by 
ballot ; viz. . 

“ That major Boles be restored to the 
company’s service ; that he be not allowed 
to return to India till, in the opinion of the 
court of directors, the situation of affairs 
at Madras shall be su<£i as to render liis 


return iu all respects proper ; and that be 
be reprimanded for the intemperate expres- 
sions which are contained in his last memo- 
rial.” 

The votes appeared to be equal ; 

Upon which the treasurer was again 
called into court, and drew that lot which 
decided the question in the negative. 

At a Court of Directors, held on Tuesday, 
the 5th February, 1811, 

The chairman acquainted the court, that 
it was specially summoned to take into 
further consideration the cases of the sus- 
pended Madras officers. 

The following motion was then made ; viz. 
“ The court having resumed the consi- 
deration of the case of major Boles, and 
having adverted to the circumstance of 
the court bring equally divided upon the 
subject of the guilt or innocence of this 
officer, deem it right to lean to the favour- 
able side of the question, and therefore 
resolve that his suspension from the ser- 
vice be removed; but, as they consider 
his conduct in .some particulars to be not 
free from blame, they are of opinion that 
he should not be pennitted to return to 
India till the pleasure of the Court of Di- 
rectors shall be signified to him to this 
< fleet.” 

And the question theieon being put by 
the ballot; 

The same passed in the affirmative. 

A clause for the genual letter to Foit 
St. George, prepared in consequence of 
the foregoing motion, was read and ap- 
proved. 

Extract of a letter from the Court of Di- 
rectors to the governor and council at 
Foit St. George, in the military depart- 
ment ; dated 2 l 2d Feb. 1811. 
l‘A— Having deemed it proper, before 
we enter into a detailed review of the 
circumstances attending the ca$e of each 
individual officer, whgse ^sponsion from 
the sen ice was £gfl(ftmccd in your letter 
to the secret^omnuttee of the 13th May,' 
1809, and of lieutenant-colonel Mai tin, 
to come to some decision upon the case of 
major Boles, vve shall now proceed to state 
to you our opinion upon it. 

13. — After an attentive perusal^ of all 
the documents which you base liuiisinittcd 
to us, and paying due attention also to 
the further explanations whicu have been 
given by major Boles, we aie compelled 
to declare, that the impression conveyed 
to us by your original statement of the 
reasons which induced you to suspend that 
officer, and the adjutaut-gcneial, fimu 
our service, and which impression \vc de- 
scribed in general terms in our letter to 
on of the i:»th September, 1809, has not 
ecn removed, and accordingly we still 




* Vide ; uutea. 
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Hi ink that those officers ought not to have 
been suspended ; we must also state, that 
when in our letter to you of the 29th 
September, 1 809, we continued the suspen- 
sion Of major Boles, we came to that 
n solution, on the authority of Sir George 
Barlow's minute of the 1 st May, 1809, 
and major-general Go w die’s circular letter 
of the which is 

referred to in that minute ; and considering 
the difficult and dangerous situation in 
which your government was then placed, 
we thought it our duty to disi:<*rwte nance, 
by a strong mark of our displeasure, any 
conduct which appeared at that critical 
period to encourage discontent, and to 
weaken om authority, reserving to our- 
selves, of course, the ultimate decision 
respecting the future situation of major 
Boles till the receipt of further mfoi illa- 
tion. 

, It. — It appears that you suspended ma- 
jor Boles from the service, because, hav- 
ing authenticated by his signature, and cir- 
culated to the army in his official capacity, 
an order from lus commanding office r lu u- 
toiMut-general Macdowall which you con- 
sidered to be an illegal older* and to which 
then foie, in 3*0111 estimation, major Boles 
(lid not owe obedience, you viewed him 
in tiie light of an accomplice with lieu- 
tenant-uncial Macdowall in his attempt 
to insult the govt rmu cut, and resist its au- 
thority. 

15. — It is not necessary for us on the 
present occasion to tie* ih- the pi opricty of 
lieutenant-general Mucdo wall's conduct in 
taking measuies to bung the quartci- 
masttr-guicral to trial beforp a con it mar- 
tial, and in issuing the order of the 28th 
January, 1 5509. 

Id.*— >i*r opinion on those points has 
ill read 1 been stated to you in our letter of 
the 1 itli Septt m her in that veai ; and we 
see no reason to depart fiom it. We con- 
sider the orde. to have been a flagrant 
abuse of hi* authority, «. 1 violation of Ins 
duty; but \vc cannot discover in it any 
mich inherent and obvious illegality as 
could justify the adjutant or depuly-adju- 
tant-general in icfcising to obey the com- 
mand they had icceived from lieutenant- 
gtncral Macdowall, that the said order 
should be circulated to the army. Wc do 
not mean to dispute that eases may occur 
in w Inch an inft rior officer would be justi- 
fied in declining to obey an ordtr of his su- 
perior ; but those cases air veiy larc, and 
must be snoug indicd which can warrant 
the former in taking upon himself the 
Revere and perilous responsibility of judg- 
ing the acts of his superiors, and debating 
with himself whether he will yield obedi- 
cucp to <jic orders of that superior; and 
though wc concur entirely in most of the 
priciples incubated in the very able letter 
which the govcrnoi-gencrai in council ad- 
dressed to you oh the 27tli May, 1809, 


we cannot by any means coincide ih all 
the sentiments expressed in that letter . on 
the subject which we are now discussing. 

It is equally impossible for us to concur 
in the opinion of the judge advocate-gene- 
ral on the same subject ; and we have not 
been convinced by the numerous legal 
authorities which lie cited in support of 
his doe 1 line as applicable to the case now 
under consideration : we therefore con- 
tinue of opinion, that major Boles ought 
not to have been suspended from the 
sendee, although it might have been pro- 
pel- to remove from so confidential a situa- 
tion a person in whoin, consistently with 
the opinions you entertained respecting Ilia 
conduct, you could no longer place youi 
confidence. 

17, — Having thus stated to you the rea- 
sons winch induced ih 10 ibink that you 
ought not to have suspended major Bolvs 
from the service, we shall next advert to 
your proceedings in regtiitc to him subse- 
quently to his suspension ; wc allude par- 
ticularly to iunj<tr-&euc. al Gowdie’s com- 
muuiratiqp with him, a.nl your refusal to 
permit lus proceeding to England on the 
Lushington. 

18. — Thinking that Major Boles did not 
act culpably in being men I > the ministerial 
instrument of ciiculating the general order 
of the 28 th January, m obedience to thp 
commands winch lie received to that effect 
we must confess that we are not surprised 
at his having declined to apologize for hia 
conduct on that occasion in any manner 
which might imply an admission that he 
was conscious of its criminality ; and wc 
consider his explanation on that part of 
the subject to be satisfactory. 

19* — Major Boles lias complained of your 
refusal to allow of his proceeding to Eng- 
land in the Euslnngton ; you probably 
had some strong reason for that detei- 
mi nation on your pait, but you do not 
assign any special cause, except the matin c 
of the service on which that ship was to lie 
employed. We are not aware, however, 
that then? couhl have been any objection 
to his being allowed to take his passage 
in the Liisliuigton ; and we think this lctu- 
sai imposed upon lum an unnecessary 
fiaidship. 

20 . — It only remains to hr now to ad- 
vcitto the conduct of major Boles himself, 
subsequently to the period of hist suspen- 
sion. 

21 . — It would have been very satisfac- 
ry to us if with the view which we have 
taken of this # case, we could have express- ' 
ed our sense of the propriety of his subse- 
quent conduct; but though the account 
which he has given of his behaviour pre* 
vioosly to lifc departure from India removed 
from our "minds the impression that 

had become, with bis own consent, one of 
the rallying points for systematic resistance, 
wc arc compelled to notice, with con si- 
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derablc disapprobation, other prominent 
■ circumstances in his case. 

— It is almost unnecessary for us to 
tie -birr our entile concurrence in the sen- 
liint is contained in Sir George Harlow’s 
inanitr of the 1st May, 1809, with refe- 
cnee to tlie addiess to major Boles ,• 
and the criminality of any military combi- 
na'ion with a view to controu! and’ censure 
the acts of the government, and to give 
a general indemnity to those persons 
whose conduct, in ‘the opinion of that 
government, may be deserving of punish- 
ment. It, rxntkis no difference, in our 
estimation, whether the conduct of the 
government lias or has not been sue)? as we 
can entirely apj rove. They are lespon- 
eible only to us forTheir actions, and we 
feel it to be our bounden duty to uphold 
then legitimate authority. If any one 
of our servants conceives himself aggriev- 
ed by an act of the government, in which 
he is personally interested, we are at all 
times ready to afford redress when the cir- 
cumstances of the case appear to us to re- 
quire it ; but the case must rest on its own 
merits, and any attempt to strengthen it by 
military combination must be decidedly 
resisted. 

23. — -It does not appear from any of 
your proceedings that major Boles took any 
part in proinotingthe address and sublet ip- 
tion in his favour, and in a memorial 
which he addressed to 11 s on the 19th No- 
vember last, he positively denies any such 
intcifcrence. Admitting the truth of this 
.statement ( and we see no reason to doubt 
it; he eeitainlyis not responsible for th*r 
criminality of that proceeding in others; 
and if the whole of his conduct had been 
regulated by the same unqualified forbear- 
ance, he would have been entitled to the 
full benefit of it when his case rame finally 
to he decided. In the memorial, however, 
there is no denial of his having accepted 
the subscription ; on the contra ry , we pre- 
sume fiom the statement contained in it, 
that he has actually enjoyed the benefit of 
that mo<t umnilitary proceeding. 

24. — We cannot suppose it possible that 
our meaning can be so far misunderstood 
as that we condemn, or would be disposed 
to censure in the slightest degree, every 
pecuniary assistance which individual offi- 
cers may be inclined to afford to a brother 
officer in cii ciniistanecs of embarrassment 
and misfortune ; but when that as?!stu»ice w 
offered and accepted on such principles, 
and from such motives as were publicly 

"promulgated in a paper $o reprehensible 
as the address to umjor Boles, the person 
consenting to receive it makes himself in a 
great degree a party to the act. 

25. — We have alreqdyrefcrred tomajov 
Boles’s memorial of' the vM i November 
last, and we have allowed him the full oe< 
nefit of every thing contained in it, but" 
there are several passages in tl^t paper 


which it has been Impossible for tia to peruse 
without considerable dissatisfaction ; and 
we regret, that in pleading his own cause, 
major Boles should have thought himself at 
liberty to advert in offensive terms to the 
conduct, of not only his superior officer, 
major-general Gowdie, but also of the go- 
vernor-general. We cannot admit that 
there existed the least necessity for his adopt- 
ing language of that description, and his 
conduct in that particular has contributed 
to produce an unfavoiiiable impression on 
our minds. 

26. — Havin«; thus explained to you tbo, 
view which we have taken of major Boles’s 
case, wo have now to Si mfy to you, that 
we have resolved,' that hfs suspension from 
the service, imposed by our letter of the 
‘29th September, 1809, be mooted ; but 
he is not to be permitted to return to India 
till lie shall have received our special per- 
mission so to do. 

To the honourable the Court of Directors of 
tin* Fast India company. 

Gentlemen, 

Considering the question, lately discussed 
in court, i ejecting the conduct bf major 
Boles, to be of great importance to the pub- 
lic interest of India, as well as to the cha- 
racter of the court of directors, I have 
deemed it essential to the justification of 
my own conduct cm this occasion, to com- 
mit nn sentiments to writing bid paper; 
which I beg may be admitted on the mum tea 
of this court. 

It will appear fjom this view of major 
Boles’s case, taken at an early stage of tilt 
discussion, and which no subsequent argil-* 
mi nt or occm mice has induced rnc to alter, 
that it was impossible for me to pciceive 
tne propriety of tin* latter part of the mo- 
tion, winch passed the court in the following 
terms : 

<% Resolved, that his (major Boles’s) sus- 
pension be removed; Wnit ffs the court con- 
sider Ins condo s^riffsomc particulars to be 
not free four blame, they are of opinion, 
Hint he should not be permitted to return 
to India lid the ph asure of the court of 
directors shall be signified to him for that 
pm pose. ■’ 

Instead of this derision, the measure^ 
vNiich in my opinion was tjue to the iudi- 

'drf iij andwhh li the state of affairs abroad 
i.piK .yed paiticnlaWy tp call fur, was a sig- 
nal and exemplary art of justice, m a case 
whole tlie oiiginal wrong, and the pi rliim- 
cions adherence to it on the p.n t of the 
Madras government were manifest, ami 
could not by any ingenuity of argument or 
weight of authority be concealed from tho 
world. 

I should consequently most readily hav-p 
concurred in the full and % conuUefe rqmt- 
tal of major Boles tiom ad tin dirges 
brought against him m India . \d li:wo 
agreed even to compensate him for any loft 
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lie may have sustained in consequence of 
the unnecessary severity of the Madras go- 
vernment, which prevented his proceed- 
ing on the ship on winch he had taken his 
passage to England. 

1 have the honour to he, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient , humble servant, 
(Signed) S. Davis. 

Portland Place, 

18th Fcbiuary, lOi 1 . 

With respect to the merits of major 
Holes’s case, much the greater pail of the 
papers which have been read might have 
been omitted. Even the reasonings on it 
by lord Minto and Sir G. LVulow appear 
more in justification of their own nieasuics, 
or in the spirit of an advocate for the pro- 
secution of tile chaigcs, than as if urged 
solely with a view to afford an impartial 
exposition of the eiicuinstanccs upon width 
the charges are founded. 

Tlu* whole evidence we have of major 
Holes’s conduct in regard to the circujatmii 
of the offensive order, an act for which he 
was suspended the service, is to be found 
in the paper transmitted b> lord Minto to 
the late chairman. In thU papu, John 
Green, a conductor of oidnniuc and head 
clerk in the adjutant general’s office, gives 
an account bcaung t\c»y appoaianeo of 
authenticity of the nieuinstaiiCi s of the 
transaction in question. Beyond this do- 
cument there' is not a word to be found in 
all the papers biought foiwaid which in 
the least degiee ic lute s to inajoi Holes, or 
his conduct antecedent to his sn^pc nsion ; 
and tljeicfoiv fiom his conduit, as it shall 
he explained and accounted for on the 
grounds of tins papei , lie must stand or 
fall. If it shall appear that major 11. in 
any degree went out of the oidinaiy course 
of hi" dut), cniiei to hasten the publication 
of the order in qti.siiop, or to withheld the 
knowledge of it fiom f government of 
Foil Sr. George, a fair inhi^ice may he 
drawn that his motive was a desiie to pro- 
mote the seditious views imputed to the 
cominai;der-ir-ehief, and the charges which 
have been uigtd against him of 14 becom- 
ing a willing instrument, and of lending 
himself to the commander in-chief,”’ as weW 
■as the greatei part if not tlie whole of the 
evr, winch has been alleged against him in 
In ha and imputcd'to him in this house, 
ma. with some' colour of justice be consi- 
der J as established. The papei alluded 
f i) light therefoie to he examined with the 
stiietrst attention -> and fortunately it is 
wntten in a manner that involves no ambi- 
guity whatever, nor le aves the least doubt 
in regard to the real nature of the occur- 
rences described, which take up the* short 
space of time from the afternoon of Satur- 
day the 28th January, to some part of the 
fcUowiug Monday. We lrain from this 
paper, that in the afternoon of Saturday 


the manuscript order was given to Green 
(he thinks and we may admit) by Holes. 
*t contained special instructions in the 
hand- writing of the commander-in-chief, 
and addressed to Capper, for its circulation, 
asjar as possible the same night. We learn 
further fiom the latter part of this paper 
of evidence adduced by Green, that in re- 
gard to circulating general orders to the 
governor, the adjutant-general had always 
made it a point, when at Madras, of doing 
this himself. Manuscript orders were ac- 
cordingly sent to some of the ont-stations 
the Kime nieht, but no copy was yet sent 
to the governor. The reason for hastening 
the older to the out-stations, was probably 
the eaily expected departure of the com- 
inauder-in-clucf ; hut nothing as yet occurs 
to account foi their being withheld fiom the 
governor. On tlu next day, Sunday, 
Boles’s superior officei , Capper, w r as him- 
self at tlu office, but did not f link it ne- 
cessary to send the oidei to the governor, 
t apper left his office to at lend the com- 
mamier-m-chitf on hoard the slop, as liko- 
w i»c soon after did major Holes, and the 
office was shut lip after their departure. 
At a later hum, Holes letuins to the office, 
and brings with him copies of the order 
winch had In tSiis time been piinted, and 
with his assistant, captain Me Dounll, sat 
down to sign these older* for tian^mission 
to the out stations, but still no cop\ has 
yet been tiansmhted to the governor. It 
happened unfortunately for niajm Holes, 
that when lord Minto procured the infor- 
mation under consideration, no cnqmrv was 
made of the deponent Grcm, in icgard t* 
wliat lie might have understood to be the 
cause of this delay , for had he he< n asked 
that question, it is more than probable be 
would have answered, that the delay was 
owing, not to Holes, but to his supeiior, 
Cappti, who when at Madras always made 
it a point to send a copy of such oideis 
himself to the goveinoi. This answer 
would liave agieed with what did actually 
liappi n, for \u i find that the nevt morning 
Capper actually came to the office', and, as 
tin as it appears, foi no other puipo.se than 
to sign and send to the governor a copy of 
the ord< r himself, agreeably to what Green 
states to liuvi been the practice, which 
Capper made it a point to observe. 

The demeanor of Capper when at the 
office, ins\ in part explain the cause of the 
order being delated to this lime. He is 
repiokcnted angry at not finding a printed 
older which he might sign and send, and 
prefers taking a printed one, though signed 
by Boles, to a manuscript one to sign him- 
self. It should hence appear, that printed 
copies were usually sent to the governor, 
and that Capper, a part of the time at least, 
had waited for the order to be printed, 
as he did at lost send a piinted one, though 
signed by Boles, there being not another 
printed ofder left, rather than one in maiiu- 
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srript with his own signature. Rut what- 
ever might have been Capper's motive for 
delay, no ii regularity can reasonably be as- 
eiibed to Boles, for putting the obsolete 
leguUtion found in tlie office, and referred 
to by lord Minto, out of the question ; anti 
110 reasonable prison will bn induced to 
draw from it any consequences to Boles ; 
the conduct of Boles appears to have been 
exactly such as was conformable to his duty 
on ordinary occasions, during the piesence 
at Madras of his superior, Capper. If it 
be observed, that this was no ordinary oc- 
casion, blit one that called for manifesta- 
tion of fidelity and zeal, such as* should 
have induced a wdUafiected person in 
Boles’s situation, to have shewn the order 
to the governor in the first instance, with- 
out regard to military suboi dination : to 
tins l reply, that allairs had not at that 
lime grown into a crisis exhibiting any im- 
printing danger of the nature which after- 
wards happened, and that the terms of the 
in dei m question, did not puma facie bear 
that obvious sedition which should have 
icndeicd it criminal in any jutcimr officer 
not to perceive and oppose himself to its 
circulation, more especially alter the recent 
cYpeiiciiceofan ordei, equally inflammatoiy, 
having passed under the notice of the go- 
vernment of Fort St. Geoigc, without any 
objection being publicly made, to ii : but as 
this point is a matter of opinion, to be d< - 
trimmed by the import of the oidei in 
question, as it may strike the icadei, it can- 
not well be aigued upon, but must be left 
to the judgment of every linpiutial person. 

It Inis been most crioneously urged, that 
liming the period rofericd to, Capper was 
absent from Madias, and that the duties of 
adjutant-geneial had, duiing the last period 
in question, devolved on Boles, who conse- 
quently was accountable for the delay in 
, sending the order to tire governor ; but this 
assertion, whoever may make it, stands in 
the fare of the only evidence we have on 
the subject, which is Green’s testimony. 
This testimony establishes the presence of 
Capper, not only at Madras but at the 
ollice 011 Sunday and Monday, and repic- 
sents him absent only as Boles himself w as, 
to accompany the commander-in-chief to 
his ship. It is therefore extremely unrea- 
sonable, to impute to Boles the delay which 
occmred in sending the order to the gover- 
nor, because Ins superior officer was all the 
time actually at Madras as much as Boles 
was, and by ail etiquette, which it would 
have been disrespectful in Boles to have 
violated, had made it a point to send, and 
actually did send the older himself to the 
governoi, and it is totally incomprehensible 
in what possible sense it can be affirmed of 
Boles, that he lent himself, or became a wil- 
ling instrument, or conspired, or concurred 
in spreading sedition, when in the transac- 
tion in question, it is must cleqr that he 
acted, to use uu uiuuilitavy term, as a mere 


clerk in office, under the direction of his 
superior who was present, and who after- 
wards did actually desire to take the whole 
blame upon himself. 

Under these circumstances it may be 
asked, how did it happen that sir George 
B allow imputed to Boles what was so clear- 
ly due to Capper, by suspending the former 
instead of the latter, who was* present, and 
ought to have borne the weight of the ven- 
geance intended for the offence ? 

It will here occur to those who have at- 
tentively considered the ease in question, 
that Sir George Barlow does not impute to 
auy one the crime of delay in sending hun 
the older : this imputation is a subsequent 
discovery of lofti Minto, in his reasoning on 
the case. The ciime against which Sir G. 
Barlow manifested his displcasinc, by sus- 
pending Boles, was for signing the order 
which lie received from the adjulant-ge- 
lal’s office. Had it borne the signature of 
Capper, which it ought and would have 
done, but tor the accidental eircmnstanre 
which •has been explained. Capper won'd 
have been suspended instead of Boles ; tor 
it appears by Gi ecu’s evidence, that Capper 
sought for a blank Older to sign, ami was 
even angry at not finding one left, to which 
he could affix hi- signature. Capper, there- 
fore, seut one of those which iiad been signed 
by Boles, and the suspension of Boles fol- 
lowed ■ not because he was the person who 
sent it, but because it accidentally, and 
coutiaiy to (’upper’s intention, happciu d 
to bear the signature of Holes. 

From so slight an accident as this*, leave 
such heavy conscqucmt s followed to 
Boles : — a man wholly innocent of any of- 
fence, as Boles must thus far appear to be, 
has been stigmatized as u tiaitor to the go- 
vernment under which he served. 

The next occasion on winch major Boles’s 
conduct conics under consideration, is the 
interview afforded, l jim gcneial Gow- 
die. ii/+ 

Sir G. Baflovv being sensible that he had 
gone too far lu suspending from the service 
the diputy-adjiitant-gcneral, or, as it may 
perhaps be more correctly said, general 
Govvdie being of that opinion, the latter 
oilers to intei cede to get him reinstated, 
provided he “ would make the slightest 
apology, and say he was sorry for what had 
happened.”— Ditfei cut opinions will be 
formed of what ought to have been Boles’s 
reply, aeeoiding to the different notions of 
prudence which may be entertained. Some 
may think it worth! have been no great sa- 
crifice 111 Boles to have, put himself so far 
iif the wrong as to have said, whatever he 
might have thought, that he was sorry for 
what had happened, more especially when 
reinstated 111 his office, and emolument* 
were to be the l ew aid of this concession. 
Men of high spuit, whether of the ifhlitary 
or civil professions, might think otherw>c, 
and see in the baseness of such a concession 
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inore evil and disquietude than could result 
fi oin pecuniary privation and distress. The 
Tatter was the determination of Boles ; wlio, 
relying perhaps on the justice he might ex- 
pert in an appeal to the auiL'iritiesal home, 
disdained the offer made him of Gov lie's 
mterceshiou, and, with a tone heightened 
rohahly hy a sciim* of the liar«h treatment 
e had received, exclaimed, that lie was 
** not sorry for any thing that had happen- 
ed.’’ • 

It \iill probably not be obvious to com- 
mon m use, that, in this determination 
of Boles, or in the language he made 
use of, any fresh offence could have been 
committed. He ccrlaiul) had the right of 
choice, either to rely on the justice to he* 
sought for at home, or to accept of restora- 
tion on the terms offered ; and as to his 
not beiu ; .yniy for any thing that had 
happened, the meaning cannot* by any 
l^ii r construction, be icferred to any tiling 
beyond m hat had happened to himself in 
issuing the order of the commander in chief 
as already desciibed: moreover, nothing 
yet had happened of importance besides 
die general dissatisfaction which ensued 
from the nu asm e adopted by sir G. Barlow, 
of suspending Boles from tl.c service. The 
revolt of the .u me wa. a subsequent »ccur- 
U’Hfe, at Inn fiun'piobably not in contem- 
plation by ahy ot the panics. It cannot 
fail, therefoie, of appearing titraqrdi- 
isary, that to this iefus«il of Boies’s to apo- 
logize for a tiansaeticn in which, as far as 
be had been concerned, then; had been 
jm real causi of nth me, a greater degu*^ 
•f blame shonld he attached hy the dinc- 
tors tlian to any thing of winch Woles had 
bee* yet accu.st d. They had i estored Boles 
to tiie service . but, on icceiving the dis- 
patch respecting his refusal to apolngi/e, 
they not only suspend him fmui 
the service, but speak of his conduct 1.1 
tfvms which the evidence before them does 
not appear by any*fhea*s to justify, namely, 

as acting in opposition v '. ‘ the sense < f 
flic government, and of glor v^ig 111 that 
Opposition that, 11 with his own consent, 
h:s case had become the rallying point for 
systematic resi dunce to the, government 
to support of pemicioits and unfounded 
doctrines, and of tactions opposition io the 
gemumuiit.’* Tfie.%e heavy acein-atious, 
f»s applied to Bobs, can be understood 
only on a supposition that on the receipt 
of the dispatch ^hove-mcntioned. Hie 
directors attended ruoicto Hit; observations 
of mi* George Barlow on the condurl of 
Boles, than they did to theevideuce before 
them of his conduct. Sn George Barlow 
oI>m rves 44 that whatever doubt might have 
been entertained of Boles’s suspension for 
a casual error or inconsiderate mistake, 
thru- could he n# difference of opinion to 
the necessity iff punishment, when he thus 
G'y his a iin vv cr to Gowdie) deliberately 
attempted to vindicate his act (of issuing 


the order without first shewing it to the 
governor of Fort St. George) and even to 
consider it as meritorious." Sir George 
goes onto observe, that 4fc Boles’s conduct 
might have proceeded from an cironeous 
mode of thinking, and from an adherence 
to ’false principles, but if men will persist 
in their errors, and maintain tin ir false 
principles, they must also abide by the 
consequences of such conduct.” Sir 
Gcoige proceeds to say, that lie ‘‘there- 
fore considered the case of Boles to be 
one holding forth to an army principles of 
the most dangerous tendency, for if 
soldiers are siiffeicd to acknowledge no 
superior *but their general, a total ch^so* 
lu (ion of all leiraJ government rnnst ensue.* 
Now with whatever truth and propriety 
these observations might apply to Capper 
the adjutant general, it ha;> clearly been 
shewn, from what passed in issuing the or- 
der'., at Madras, that no part of tN in can in 
reason and justice be applied to Boles, 
any more than they could to captain 
Macdowall, Boles’s assistant, or to any of 
the brigade majois oi adjutants through 
whoso hands tin* orders m question passed 
into tho orderly books of the arms. It 
may nut however be difficult to discover 
the cause of sir George Barlow's .seven* 
a ni mad versions on the conduct ascribed to 
Boles. He had most unjustly, as it ap- 
prarul to the anny, and as it must ap* 
pear to the world, suspended Boles. 
He was himself conscious that it was 
a hasty step, and he wished to retiaee 
it, but to do this in a direct mannir would 
be to acknowledge *jn ciror, which was ai| 
act not congenial to his feelings, and per* 
haps, as he thought, nothci becoming the 
dignity at’ the government* nor suitable to 
tlte existing spiiitofthc times ; he theie- 
foie sought through Gowdie to obtain, 
midt r the hope of rcimtafemenL tin* 
consent of Boh s to put himself m the wrong, 
by confessing him-elfsnnv lor what had 
happened. Failing in this 'attempt, and 
finding tint the suspension of B »les had 
raied a flame, and became a rallying point 
for the dnaffet ted offieei'*, it became nects- 
saiy for sir George to make the bcst'dlffeiiCe 
he conlfi or the condition into which he 
thus had precipitately fallen. Under this 
view of the case, and under this only, wilt 
the comments ami reasonings both of lord 
Minfo and sir George Harlow on Boles’s 
case, heroine intelligible. Lord Miuto, 
on the brst intelligence of the disturbance 
saw the necessity and piopriety of afford- 
ing his support to the government of Ma- 
dras, and of approving geuerally the 
measures adopted by ihe lattei . It would 
have been inconsistent with this princi- 
ple, to have made an exception even in 
favour of Boles, of whose case his lord* 
ship at first did actually entertain some 
doubts, and his lordship therefore pursues 
a train of ^reasoning until he confesses 
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that ho began to entertain doubts of the 
reason ’blciies* even of those doubts, and 
concludes bis comments on Holes’s case 
with a most unfair representation of that 
officer's conduct at Madias, founded on 
on obsolete regulation of :50 years .standing, 
disco veicd to be in the adjutant-genera Ps 
office, prescribing the inode to be ob- 
scivcd in Issuing general orders. Bat 
the obsolete idle in question, has been set 
at re*t by the explanations afforded by 
nirijoi Podirc, and othei competent au- 
Jlmuticb, and tiie whole reasoning ’upon 
it mast full to the £ round, as must also, 
to every candid mind, the seasonings 
and iriernu e? of sir George Harlow on 
the same «»ihj< ct, and Holes must be left to 
hujim»<d by the < wdcucc which lias bu n 
relived of Ins conduit; which evidence 
it may truly be insisted on, is compri- 
sed in the two domimiits above dcscii- 
bed, vi'. Green’s i vidciirc and Gow- 
die\s tvpott. Tiicsc documents are .so 
Ibv froi.i e-tcibbsliiug the charges made 
Against Boles of lending himsilf, and 
becoming a wii'ing instnnmnt, and 
of ni'i ring into t« e seditious views of 
the comnv.mder m cniif, that it is absolute- 
ly inposdblc, from any liing contained 
in thes«* y even b* disco vei what were actually 
JiolesN sentiments on tin* dispute exist- 
ing between the gnveim.teiil and the 
commander in chief; or to discovei 
whether lie approved or di .ippiuvcd 
the extraordiupiy conduct of tin latfir. 
From any th-ng that appear in the, 
end* nee, Hobs mav have lueo, as he 
li.es described himself, an imdh wave pri- 
son, passing lii.s time, when not officially 
employed, in retiicment, mu! taking 
no part whatever in the existing disputes, 
and in no habit of confidence, or even of 
great intimacy, with the commandt r - iu- 
chn'f. 

ft lias b con seen in what marnur Holes 
fell under the displeasure of the govern- 
ment of Fort St. George, instead of Cap- 
pu, by the mere accident of the printed 
oi dei sen! to sir George Barlow, not 
being feigned by the latter as was intended, 
and would have happened, had there been 
a punted copy left for him to sign. It 
also nppears, that sir George B allow* 
was willing to restore Boies, could Holes 
have 1 bcMi hi ought to render himself con- 
temptible to tlu* army, and V) flic woild, 
by expressing sorrow, and Hi-* 1 obtaining 
n iiirttaten.cnt at Ihe expense et his ho- 
nour ; and that failing in this attempt, 
Holes has been left by siV G. Harlow to 
pursue bis appeal to the couit of diicctois. 
Toe policy of this st< p may well be dis- 
puted, for it nmy be fanly assumed, th .t 
miscbiif was less likely to ensue from a 
magnanimous acknowledgment of a mis- 
take committed in regard to the suspen- 
sion of Holes, than from perseverance 
in that error, whereby Boles Hlid actually 


become' “ a tallying point for the dis- 
affected officers,” to give a coTonring to 
*heir sedition, not with bis Own consent, 
as has been unfairly asserted, but by 
the firmness, in this instance misapplied, 
of the government of Fort St. George. 

But notwithstanding all thdt can be said 
in defence of major Holes, it is obsm / d, 
that his acquittal might ining disjvpi \z 
upon the government of sir G. Bark w, 
w ho has pionomiccd him di serving of pu- 
nishment, and weaken bis authority, amt 
that the return of major Hob s to his qi- 
tion, and to the resumption i-f nrs office, 
niiglit afford a triumpli to tiie late fli;- 
i affi cted offifirs, and curve to keep afr o 
that spirit yf sedition, which though Sub- 
dued, Ims no wholly disappeared, but tvaj 
break out again at some future pciind. 

Were these a'gumrntx admissible, 1 h* 
djrerlois might have spa* cd themselves the* 
trouble of investigating n:iy further than 
was necessary, to a^' U t:;m w hat was the 
opinion of ll.e go-, ernmeat, on the oa<-c u 
qiie-iiHMi ; but it i'.not t! e opink *t of that 
iMncjii'mnl, nor ot t ! <- court of director'-, 
that can alter the natiue ot things, nr make 
that light whi< fi is oh* ioudv wrong. IV the 
case be tmly icp.cn nlc.l in the foregoing 
part of this pape i , it 1 appear that major 
Holes has been mo* t nnji sllv dealt with, and 
tliirt the ciieium timers under which mi G* 
Harlow acted, whether of appa'vu* lire. ->• 
’■itjjOi of pr< Hpstancv, i.iu\c no rhlicieiic<r 
to major Holes, th: . ffiet bun , to him ni 
ehbc »* com jmi the <:mie. Tiie u*ftuticu 
of the 'ctlleo’ciit ai;ica<l, i mi dooht t\>i ti- 
ed to the issue of tins mvotig.nion * ad 
common sense wH! rot find much diffinilts 
in detenuining win ff.cr tl.i* redi .\ss ‘■ouiiit 
foi, oil 01 ought not 10 In* affouh d, 
foi if not, it mint he understood fiat th * 
affair* of the comp im ose fidhn ink' a 
state m> new and pcmiiir, u-. 1 c. I hr tin* 
eliicftois at home frqm ventming to do 
justice ip fr«on abroad, lest ii 

should liuW^Tu' cred’t. and impair the au- 
thority of the* government which did the 
wrong. But can it lor a monitor be con- 
tended. that the reputation of the India 
governments, *>r their legitimate* autiiun- 
tics, me to be ntaiman <d by toluating 
tluir acts of utsncccsvprv ■seventy :u:d 
oop r cs^ion, and is it meant that the court 
of directors are now to establish new max- 
ims of policy, the foundation* of whim 
arc to be* laid ii) nets of injustice to Indi- 
\ iduals ? The redress of so great a wrong a» 
the one under consideration, will no doubt 
product satisfaction, and in that sense 
alibi d a tiiumph to every liberal lmud, 
as well as to the disaffected officers. But 
does the alternative of dismissing, or of 
continuing major Boles in a state of inde- 
finite suspension, afford the pao-pect 
of more favourable sentiments, or moie 
salutary effect? let this position be . xh- 
toiiaed. The unjust punishment or*Bol^ 
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drew fin lli a flame fiom materials which 
were* ah endy in a cnurbuHiblc strife, and 
uiged the infatuated office is tei'aets nf 
madness: do the consequences experi- 
enced from this ae t of imprudence, af- 
ford reasonable hopes of any particular 
benefit or advantage to usiilt from dF- 
nrisdug Holes, 01 from placin'; him in a 
stale of indefinite suspension? Would 
it not bo more consistent with the means 
of insuring future tranquillity , to manifest 
to the Indian m tt'ements in general, by the 
proposed act of .justice, that the court 
of directors, though li«m in thcii purpose 
of supporting tlu-ir governments, and of 
repressing and punishing the lca^t appear- 
ances of di*ic«pc(t or d.sohedieiiee shewn 
towards them, me equally reads to afford iV- 
diess against liqiino, liowevci dignified the 
hand that in;n indict tin in , and with letV- 
i cnee to the la tv. ih ploiahlt e e*nt>., that al- 
though fiillv prepared and In inly determined 
to punish lU'iiilmrdiiMtion and rev oh on tin* 
mn side, they aicequahy willing to e nquire 
into, and pass an impaitial judgment, 
on any pu clpifuiiries m misj.iUcs which 
may have bet :i cmnmittcd, 01 mi warrant- 
able exertions of panel which may hn\c 
been cxeirised by tin* const ituted autho- 
rities, on the other side. 

(Signed) J. Dvvis. 

To the honourable the Court of Ducctms 
of the East India company. 
Gentlemen, 

Winn I declared my acquiescence in 
tlu* resolution of the conn of dm elms, 
dated the jth Ft binary, 1811/ for the ejua- 
lified restoration of major Holes to the 
sci \ ice, L gave notice of iny intention to 
rccoul tin* motive's of public i omcnieiice 
on winch that acquiescence was found* d, 
together with a shoit abdiact of the whole 
case, for the purpose ot explaining the 
resolution whith in my judgment ought 
to have been 'adopted foi his unqualified 
uspjiation to t<H st^icc, ami to his office, 
and for conic ning an ftA^uute compensa- 
tion foi bis peeuniuiy lo>ri?9, and unme- 
rited siifiVniigs.” ]\Iy acquiescence in the 
resobiliou of the A lb February, was found- 
ed on the necessity fuqiiently imposed, 
by the eouise of public allairs, of adopting 
the most practicable meusuics when tin- 
best sue unattainable, on the expediency 
of relieving the court of directors from 
an emuariassnieiit which imptdtdLhc or- 
dinary course of business, and on an ap- 
prehension that in the course of discus- 
sion between numbers equally balanced, 
l might have subjected major Boles to 
the chance of dismission by the lot of 
tin* treasurer. It may be proper, how- 
ever. to explain, that I should nut have 
urge a the return of major Boles to India, 
as sir George Barlow shall till the 


office of governor of Fort St. George, 
because such a measure, however just to 
a suffering Individual, might be injurious 
to the public interests, by reviving those dis- 
cussions which it ought now to be the main 
object of this court to consign to oblivion, 
anil that I look forward to the pe riod of 
a change in that government, as that at 
which measures of conciliation and jus- 
tice may be expected to produce their 
imimpaiied effects; but in consenting to 
postpone the completion of measures of 
this character until a proper period, I 
must be understood most earnestly to de- 
purate the construction of major Boles 
being now detained, as a punishment “ lor 
his conduit,” which is stated “ in some 
particulars/ to be “ not free from blame / 
and to declare my fixed opinion, which 
1 have reason also to consider the opinion 
of several of those with whom I voted, 
that no blame whatever attaches to major 
Boles, except for the ferns of hull/ em- 
ployed in his last memotial i» tins couit, 
a very venial cnoi in my estimation, when 
the objects are consider! d to w liich those 
obs* i vutions are applied, and the feelings 
which they were calculated to ex pi to in 
an individual whom they had so deeply 
injured. 

Having dismissed these preliminary 
observations, L .shall endeavour 1o offer 
.in abstract view of the ease of major 
Boles in support of that judgment and 
decision on its merits, of which I have 
bcui tin iiuifoim and conscientious, but 
i:ii>ti<vcssfrd advocate. 

The case of major Boles, as stated on 
our records, necessarily resolves itself into 
time distinct heads, which ought to lie 
sep arately consider ed . 

1st. — The grounds assigned m the 
govi rtimcut orders the 31st January, loOP, 
by the government of Fort St. Georg*, 
fin the suspension of major Boles Horn 
the set vice, vi/. a violation of his Hut y 
in executing ail act which lie knew to be 
illegal. 

yd. — The intention of criminality stated 
to lie evinced in the mode of circulating 
the orders of the commander nr chief, 
dated the 2nth January , L80P, contrary to 
the established routine of his office, and 
w ith views disrespectful to the uuthoiity of 
government. 

:>d. — The conduct of major Boles sub- 
sequent to bis suspe nsion. 

On tiff- first of these heads, I am of 
opinion, that the act 44 of having circula- 
ted under Ins signature and giving currency” 
to the gcucr.il orders by the commander 
in chief, elated the gUtli January, exclusive- 
ly attributed to nuqor Boles in the general 
orders by government, elated 31st January, 
1809, appears to have* been ascribed to 
that officer 1 on defective information; it 


* Mr. Huddleston and Mr. K. Thornton also recorded their opinion, on the same side, 
mth Messrs. Davis aud Bauucunan ; and nearly ou /lie same grounds. 
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appears, l>\ the testimony of John Green, 
the head cleik in the* adjutant generals 
office, that major Boles and captain 
Macdowal were equally engaged in sign- 
ing and cii dilating these oiders, and it 
appeals by the records of this court, 
that the former has been punished, 
u and the latter has not been punished” 
for having “ ciieulated with his siguatuic 
mul given curnney to these orders.” It 
is manifest that the appeal, mee of the 
signatmo of major Boles to Hie ropy of 
the older sent to the governor on Monday 
the Oth, arose from the accidental cir- 
cumstance of all the copies having been 
signed by tluse two officers or^ Sunday 
the yfltli . that the art of Hinting a copy to 
the governor signed by major Bole**, in- 
stead of a ropy signed by captain Macdow- 
al, ora manusei ipr ropy to be signed by the 
adjutant gtneral, as suggcslul by the citik, 
was not the art of major Boles but of 
colonel Capper, who was present in his 
office cm Saturday, Sunday, and Monday 
tiie .loth , that the note of transmission 
was also viitten and dispatched by colonel 
Cappt 1 himself, that therefore, so fai as 
liitention constitutes the essence of an art, 
inajoi Boles did not *ign th.it order to be 
sent to the govi inor, and was in no lespeet 
ueeessaiy to its lu big sent. 

As far as lcgaids “ hi.s having i ii ciliated 
with his .signature, and give “ ctmcncy to 
the onk r” to other stations, la* stands 
pseciMb eu the same giomid as captain 
MaciIow.il, to whom no cimini.ilpY has 
bu n attached on that account ; it b Hows 
tiiat the act ixHumuU attnlnited to major 
Bides, is ei roil 'Oi'slv so usmbed, and that 
if he has been justly punished, captain 
Macdnwal has been nnjusily ahsohed. 

With icspect to the illegality of the aet, 
the same olVei cations apply to the conduct 
ol both tluse officeis, both being eqnallv 
innocent or eqnallv guilty foi while their 
mutual piincipal was on the spot, tl.e 
i esponsibditv loi li:e eond'iet of the office 
gtnerallv but partieul.nl} foi all arts spe- 
< i 'i 1 1 v oidered bv Inmself, ntiaihcd to bun 
alone, the simple act of his walking out, 
or of having Inen on board slop wuh 
geneial Macdnwal! foi two or time horns 
did not entitle rnajol Boles to usuip the 
charge or ,tlie 1 1 sponsibility ; in this ic- 
speel lie was on a looting, not only with 
captain Macdnwal, hut with John Grnn; 
he co u id act m the office JU'd as lie had 
been ordered to act, and not otherwise. 

But if a separate le^ponsibilitv should 
be supposed to attach to major Boles, Ins 
i ciiisul to obey the order. of Ins military 
Mipciior. must be justified by pi oofs ef 
illegality so plain and unequivocal, as to be 
level to eveiy appielieiision, and soobvio'-s 
as to admit of neither hesitation nor 
delay, inasmuch as in military transactions, 
wlicic the execution of orders must nects- 
imily be prompt, hesitation or delay in 


itself roiistituti s disobedience, and if 
doubts of the legality of this order had 
occurred to the nnud of nntjor Boles, they 
must necessarily have been removed by 
a recent f let, namely, that a. general order 
by the commander in chief, dated gMh of 
the same mouth, had been issued under 
the s.uutiou of the governor to the troops 
of Ids garrison, which is nmcli moir ofien- 
sive and injnuaus to those superior autho- 
rities, tow aids whom it is the imperious 
duty of the governor of Madras to inculcate 
reverence and 1 expect, and cnnscqui fitly 
inoio illegal than tJie general ordi r of tiie 
L'blh, issii'Ml three days afterwards. 

The di termination of the court of di- 
rectors, dated lath September, il30‘J, paia. 
OH, which oideis tiie icstoiulmu of major 
Boles, umsi*neressaiily be nuIerMood 1<> 
acquit him of tnis head of ureiis iljon, and 
of conM(|ii<iieo to pronounce the act of hi- 
h' '. pension to bt at UaM :m ciromous mea- 
sure. 

The decision might seem to lender un- 
necessary ar.v explanation of tl.e principles 
on winch it was adopted . bid iiKe-murli a* 
the C’en-dderalion of the mam otfenee for 
which major Boles was actually suspended, 
must necessarily apply to all its collateral 
lelaiioii", it was nccivuiry to establish, ami 
it is essential to remembei, that the veiv 
act of which he is c\c. naively accused, was 
erroneously aseubed to him, and that he 
stands acquitted of the guilt which it was 
supposed to involve. 

On the '.Mid head ; vi/. the intention of 
criminality stated to be evinced, and the 
disiLspict intended m an unusual mode of 
cimdating the orTensive outers. 

'Idle complete body ot evidence lonfain- 
eil in the very distinct and satisfactory 
letteis of lieutenant gcmials llairis, 
Stuart, Cruilock, and lord William Ben- 
tinc^, and colonels Wilkes, Malcolm, and 
Pierce, nmteis it iinucces^aiy for me to 
detain the court with unv farther arguments 
to piove, that tjip 'tsnduct o; major Boles, 
witli regjfi^;. ‘ .ue mode of issuing rae order, 
v,b in strict eonfo) mit\ to established 
loutme, and that no devi.itmu iiom the 
ordinaiy puetiee of the office had been 
sluwn, except in binding to the governor 
u ropy sigm n by the deputy insteaij cf the 
pmiripal ; which deviation from stint 
etnuette, was tiie aet of colonel Capper, 
and not of major Boles. 

Even ti e statement of the head clerk, 
widen beais internal evidence of hiing 
written umlei the tear of offending tiie 
existing pouei s, although itdoes not state, 
as it ought to have done, that the wlioh 
tontine described, down to the maik’M. G. 
O. in tin* post book, was according to the 
established practice of ttic office, does 
bear most ample testimony to tiiat fact 
by the inadvertent admission ‘“tiiat he had 
not then the smallest idea that he should 
at any future puiod be called upon tt 
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make a declaration on the subject,” the 
?ery evidence adduced to prov«, that 
the tnodc of circulating tl is order 

was contt ary to usage,” thus serv- 
ing to establish beyond controversy, 
that the witness consider rd it at the time 
not to be contrary to usage, and it is evi- 
dent from the nature of the tidin', that the 
mark M. G. (). in tin* post b‘ ok, which 
from an awkwardness ol expression, 
tperhaps rather than intention, woidd sttm 
o be described nscoiitiary to custom, must 
necessarily bo in ti e course of ordinary 
routine, inasmuch as it is evident, fiom 
the general evidenc** of this routine, de- 
scribed m the* letter* in which I have aJ\ edit- 
ed, that without this nr some rqiiivalent 
mark, , it would be impossible to determine 
to which, of the stations it would be re- 
quisite to transmit the subsequent piinted 
copies for official record. 

On thethiid of these heads, vi/. the 
conduct of major Boles subsequent to his 
suspension, the constructive accusation* 
Winder this head, chiefly amount to his ha- 
ving beceine the rails mg point lor the 
disaffected, and his having rejected the 
advances of majnr-gc liernl Govvdie. 

With re spect to the first of those accu- 
sations, it is affirmed, not only without 
proof, but contrary to c’,e»*v proof on olir 
records, that m »jcr Hides by his own act 
became the rallying point for the* disaffect- 
ed ; and it is contrary to the* plainest die - 
talcs of common justice and eoninun 
sense, to accuse him of crimes committed 
by other-', without his participation or sanc- 
tum. If it could be necessary to adduce 
an example of mode ration, ’forbearance, 
and mou than Christian patience, as the 
•frigid Diodrl and criterion by which tin* 
action' of mctt ought to be* regulated under 
lie* picture of unmerited sulferiftg, the 
vv hole 1 te nor of the conduct of major Holes, 
up te> the period of his arrival in this coun- 
try , w unlit fm nish tfea^cxuniplc. 

Thi pniiMinu nt whiCT^sii^liad sustained 
fpiminmiccd by this court to be an eno- 
neons measure > was aBo pronounced by 
fue gcncial voice of tlio«e who were sub- 
j< v t to similar suffering, to be* an act of 
error, of injustice*, and oppression. 

It is true that lie became* the rallying 
point of the* disaffected, but lie became* so 
to the: same extent, and in the* same maimer, 
as the lifeliss staff which supports the 
standard of rebellion; he did not ni^ke 
himself, but was made, the tallying point ; 
he was erected by the acts of others, into 
an importance in which he had neither par - 
tieipation nor consent. 

He was not the author of rebellion, but 
the victim which excited others to rebel ; 
and there can be no he:t» t so devoid of Chris- 
tian charity, as to impute it to major Holes 
afleS crime, if destitute of any property of 
hijLOWty and deprived of the subsistence 
VrfiWtittfi profession afforded, he may Lava 


been touched by the sufferings of a belov- 
ed family, and, in contemplation of im- 
pending famine, have shiunk from flic last 
consequence of puniriimcnt wifho t crime, 
and accepted the spontaneous aid of his 
friends. 

4 With respect to “ his rejection of the 
advances of major gcneral-Gowdie,” “ tlir 
acknowledgment ot error and contrition 
for offence,” were in substance the avow- 
als demanded of an honourable man who 
was unconscious of eri or, and innocent of 
the intention to offend. It is conformable 
to the mild character of major Boles, ex- 
hibited in these proceedings, to conclude, 
that any explanation demanded previous- 
ly to the act of punishment, would have 
been given with the greatest humility and 
respect; but the character of explanation 
is completely changed after judgment has 
been pronounced, and punishment inflicted 
not only without trial, but absolutely with- 
out cnqmty ; and it must never be forgot- 
ten, that the avowal demanded would have 
constituted the crime which his prosecu- 
tors .sought to establish ; that the advances 
having been piole^cdly unauthorized, it 
is no uncharitable infcmicc, fiom a com- 
panion with other facts, to suppose, that 
by the requited concession he might have 
fund himself transformed from the elu- 
i.mter of an injured man, to that of an ab- 
ject wietch pleading guilty in the hope of 
p.ndon and tailing to obtain it ; that hav- 
ing in the judgment of flu* Couit of Di- 
li run*, of tic wlnde woild, and above all 
of Ins own rouse. cure, been unjustly pu- 
nished, the mean avowal demanded must 
have in •a c saiiiy rendered him contempti- 
ble in his own eyes, and have for ever e\- 
eliith d him from the society 6 f honourable 
men. And it should also never be forgot- 
ten, that the restoration so anxiously pro- 
filed, being in the natme of a decision on 
a e iM appealed to higher authority, would 
have been an act, at least of doubtful le- 
gality , and. if legal, might not have been 
continu' d by the Cmnt ot Pirertoix under 
the admission of imprnpi it ty of conduct, 
winch mijS I meirssfiMlv have been implied 
in any apology by major Boles, however 
modifii d. 

On a riVHW of the abundant proof 
w’ iehhas In c 11 exhibited of the absence 
ot all ciimiu&lity in the conduct of major 
Boies, it would next become a subject for 
grave pouii'h lation to appreciate tie* con- 
sequences of his r( atom turn to the service, 
as an act of apparent concession to the cla- 
mour* of a .misguided army. 

If rebellion had not actually been put 
down, there might have been some reason 
for political hesitation on this head, in the 
minds of those who are disposed to ques- 
tion the axiom of an eminent statesman, 
that “juMice is the standing policy of na- 
tions.” Happily the fear of doing justice 
uo longer c*isU even in imagiuation, the 



STATE* PAPERS, 


303 


clanfours have been suppressed on which 
tliesef^rors arc founded, but if the rem- 
nant orsiich apprehensions even should 
exist, si. all injustice be consecrated be- 
cause it h is produced re volt ? shall evil be 
sanctioned because it has produced evil ? 
filrall primitive eirorbc cherished because i 
it lias been the parent of greater error ? and 
should an individual, cruelly oppressed, be 
excluded cm motives of f Ne policy from 
the very scmbhir.ee of ju; tire, because bis 
sufferings have incited other individual’ to 
commit crimes? The r’.aygcis of cuch a 
course are infinite 1 } greedm than the pen teu- 
tons fear with which sonic gentlemen seem 
to be haunted, the fear of having it behov- 
ed that it w.is possible for the (Joint of 
Diicctois to do an act of justice; to the 
teirors of such a phantom may safvly be 
opposed the sober and confident hope of an 
in my i elui m rg l iom snlUn acquiescence 
to willing obedience, from a conviction 
that justice is secuic, and that a power ex- 
ists equally uady to relieve uimiciit'd suf- 
fciuig, and to punish rebellion, by whatever 
c ause excited. 

It would be indeed a distorted view cf 
liuinun nature and human feelings, to con- 
template teirm and loci cion as the sole in- 
struments capable of regulating the con- 
duct of mankind; ruleis aiebut men, and 
coercion, to be permanent, and to command 
the minds of their fellow men, must be 
clothed in the garb of justice ; in any other 
form it < fence may be-all powerful for u 
tunc, but its ultimate rc-aetion is the object 
of rial terror. The persons lately desig- 
nated rebels and disaffected, still are men, 
leasoning beings, whose minds must be re- 
claimed. 

Tins mental cure is of easy application ; 
it onl\ requires that the Comt of Diiectors 
should doits duty, should administer justice 
iu mercy; this is the true antidote against 
future cullies the chief defence of our In- 
dian possesions against that anarchy 
which, without it, must speedily force their 
dismemberment from the parent state. 

I have thus endeavoured to explain the 
grounds of the resolution which in my 
judgment, ought to isa*. e been adopted 
u foi the unqualified rerio*vJ ion of major 
Bole^ to the service* and to his office, and 
for confcj ring an adequate compensation 
for his pcciiiiiary losses and unmerited suf- 
ferings ; and l will \cntme to indulge a 
hope, that the feeble and equivocal ad- 
vance in the cause of justice which has 
been made by the resolution of the 5th Feb- 
ruary, may be the prccuiMir of measures 
more direct and effectual; but above all, I 
do most solemnly and earnestly adjure the 
respectable individuals at the head of our di- 
rection, to accelerate by every means in 
their power those changes in the formation 
of our Indian gevei iinients, which may 
remove from the act ’ of necessary justice, 
conditionally implied in the resolution of 
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the 5 tli instant, all semblance of inconveni- 
ence ; which may render the measures of 
conciliation and lenity, yet to be carried 
into effect, safe, graceful, and effectual, and 
may avcitfiom the great interests commit- 
ted to our charge, the dreadful conscqticn- 
, ecs still to be apprehended from a perseve- 
inncc in that career of wanton oppression 
wSiich has shaken the foundations ol our In- 
dian empire. 

I have the honour to lie, 

With the creates! respect.* 
y Yoin most obedient sen ant, 

J. Banners an. 

120th February, 1811. 

Passages in major Boles’s defence, refeired 
to in colonel ttuunerman’s dissent, and 
which are censured in the court’s general 
letter of xml Febiuary, 1811. 

I have deeply to lament, that the ulti- 
mate i onsideration of mv conduct has been 
postponed to so late a day, since that cir- 
cunistaiice has exposed me to prejudices 
arising out of subsequent transactions, to 
which rny actions have no reference; and 
has created cmbuirassmcnts not naturally 
attached to the offence imputed to me^ If 
my east* had been judged by itself, and had 
not been mixed with mutters not belonging 
to it, I should not now have to deplore tho 
activity of the highest personages in India, 
to look for subsequent circumstances to jus- 
tify the preceding acts and severity of go- 
vernment ; and that such personages, rare 
as is Ihe occurrence, have taken the trou- 
ble lo communicate the circumstance (when 
supposed to he discovered) by private and 
uncommon means. That cause surely can- 
not be esteemed a common one, and not fo- 
reign to the interests of the government 
itself, when such unheard-of measures are 
used to ailed and influence its decision. 
When l observe tins to >our honourable 
court, l mean not to thiow any uunecessa:/ 
ic flee I ion on a power set ayeiwie, and winch 
I am bound to reve;;> But it is not to be 
forgotten uudeiwwnat cucmustaiuTS I am 
spc iklng. I am now some thousand miles 
lemote from India, wlpther t have been 
sent to answer accusations piefcrred thence 
against me; when I And at the moment I 
am making mv defence, that I have also to 
answer new charges raked up behind my 
back, founded in no probable fact, and 
whisj cred in null a way, that I might not 
have known their existence until Iliad ex- 
perienced their ellect. If under these rare 
circumstances I may discover any momen- 
tary heat, it will, I trust, be excused by the 
novelty cf the case under winch I have ad- 
dressed you. If his lordship has forgotten! 
his high public station, to prtrsuc an hum- 
ire individual several months .subsequent to 
Ins alleged pffence and departure from the 
country, by the unheard-pf course explain- 
ed, it will create no wonder, should such in* 
dividual for a moment involuntarily low. 
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Bight of that respect due to the office whic h 
he fills. 

It has been explained to your honour-' 
able court in a former memorial, and already 
noticed inthis, that the orders of lieutenant 
general Macdowall of the 28th January 
Were published, for the sake of dispatch, in 
manuscript. On this circumstance lord 
Minto has remarked in a private letter to 
your late chairman, under date the S 1st of 
October, 1809, “ that it is entirely contrary 
to usage to circulate general orders in luanu- 
cript.*’ 

This is a broad unqualified statement, 
made, as it should seem, without seeking 
information from persons who would he as 
willing as they might have been capable .0 
instruct him correctly on this, or auy other 
military subject ; or without any consider- 
ation or reflection in his own mind, that 
the invariable rule of circulating orders 
only m print, which his lordship states to 
obtain always at Madras, must be totally 
incompetent to the conduct and exigency 
of military affairs in any and in every part 
of the world. 

To this I have nothing to oppose but an 
uficourteous counter assertion, suppoited 
by a certificate of a late deputy-adjutant- 
general of the coast army, and an affidavit 
•worn to before a competent authority, and 
to which I humbly solicit the particular at- 
tention of your honourable court, as rela- 
ting Uthis, and some other points, that may 
be considered of material conseqnence^from 
the manner in which they have already 
been brought to yonr notice. 

If any other evidence should be wanted, 
ft may be afforded to your honourable court 
by the examination of any or every officer 
Who has ever commanded a corps or station 
In yourai-my on the Madras establishment 
(many of whom are now in London) if your 
honourable Court shall think it expedient 
to enquire further into that particular. 

To this nothing qan be objected but the 
report of a clerk in omo^written under the 
immediate inspection and on* srs of a paity 
who is interested in my suspension. 

This report, too, in the very first para- 
raph, states a fact that must convince your 
onourable court, and every one open to 
conviction, that there was not any thing ex- 
traordinary in the publication of the ordjr 
In manuscript ; for the reporter unequivo- 
cally says, that in respect to the orders so 
communicated, ** that be made no memo- 
randa at the time of any circumstance Jhat 
might guide him, a9 he had not then the 
smallest idea that he should at any future 
period be called upon to make that decla- 
ration” (respecting them.) . So that the man- 
ner of the publication was not at the time 
striking or noticeable by him, nor has at 
any time been further noticed than by pla- 
cing the nsual single letter M. (i. e. manu- 
script) before tbelcfteri G. Q. in the office 
aofct-tieok. v 


Can any stronger circumstance be intrd- 
duced to prove, that the reporter di# not 
think the manuscript publication ft, Very 
uncommon course ? Rut it is no matter 
what a person of this description might 
think or might report, since the frequency*, 
of publication after this manner is known 
throughout the army, and can be evidenced 
by every officer of rank and responsibility 
in the service. Yet has his lordship, rely- 
ing upon his own interpretation of this re- 
port, or adopting the conclusions of inte* 
rested persons, proceeded to state in aggra- 
vation of my alleged crime, u that it is 
entirely contrary to usage to circulate ge- 
neral t rders in manuscript.” 

But his loidship not only describes what 
he states to be an iucontroveitible fact; 
but in order to attach a greater importance 
to it, in the consideration of my case, he 
goes on to add, that they (meaning the or- 
ders) arealwajs printed.” And why? be- 
cause a tort of policy is promoted by it, 
“ which occasions some delay, and subjects 
them to the possible observation of govern- 
ment, through the government, printer. 
So that it is implied, that 1 not only broke 
through an established invariable usage, 
but that such usage was founded on a pur* 
ticular and acknowledged policy. As if it 
could have entered into the mind of any 
man, but one determined to make out, at 
all events, the conclusion on which his heart 
was fixed, that any legitimate government 
could have ever designed that the orders of 
the second officer in the state should ba 
submitted to the nppiohation, discretion, 
and impiimatm of a government piintei l 
Yet the governor-general of India has 
avowed the existence of thi > master-piece of 
Asiatic polity. 

From assumed facts, and reasoning like 
this, his lordship has next recourse to hints, 
coupled with circumstances disconnected, 
but capable of a prejudicial inference, with- 
out any specific application by him to my 
case. 

It is insinuated in the private letter of hit 
lordship, that an unreasonable delay hud 
occurred between the circulation of the or- 
der to the military station*, and the trans- 
missal of it to the governor. Hut this is a 
mere after-thought, in as tar as it regai dsrny 
punishment, or my offence. This delay, if 
criminal, and had it been so frit to be by 
the government at the time would have 
been chirgcd ag.nnst me in the government 
order wheiein my offence is declared to 
the aimy, and not icseived for an after 
occasion. This insinuation is thrown out 
with a vinJv to impicss taosc who .1 1 e not 
conversant with military m&tteis, that it 
was the usage and practice (winch is not 
the fact; to submit 1 he orde rs of ihe com- 
mander-'ii-oliic f for the governor’s appio- 
bation, pluvious to piiUicition to theaimy. 
But the usage and piartirr of the service at 
Madias does wot w air ant any such con- 
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elusion, and the youngest officer in that 
army tfould have informed his lordship, that 
they never are submitted for that purpose. 
Tlit i reason that a copy of general orders 
is seilt to the governor is obvious and 
known, for the purpose of his publishing 
them r if he thinks proper) to the garrison 
of Fort St. George, which fortress aloue 
F especially under his command, by a com* 
mission to that effect 

It does not, I ain aware, follow, but that 
any taidv fraiisim of an order might be 
liable to be considered as disrespectful to 
t he governor, and possibly in this instance 
have afforded a supposed ground of com- 
plaint ; L shall only say, that it was itevcr 
suggested till many months afterward* as 
a subject ot complaint against me, ami even 
then, in the suspicious foim of a whisper in 
my absi m c, 

hi truth, let the thing bo censurable or 
rot, it hail no soir of iife.eiicc to me. It 
was not mv duty, hut eiv prmmp.d’s, when 
he was pie -cut. and out of /..sptet to the 
govtrnoi, to tianMuit Mich oi rleis. And 
Green, in his memorable upoit has said 
so in as many woids : lieutenant-colonel 
Gappcr, when a* Madia', made it a point 
at ad times of sending the ordeis to the go- 
vernor himself.” Any neglect of his, if it 
were neglect, could not therefoie be im- 
putable to me. But in point of fact, there 
would not seem to have been any pegligencc 
in the Irunfinnsfcdl of the ordeis ■ they were 
not leccived in their printed form ftom the 
press until the afternoon of Sunday, at a 
moment wheu lieutenant-colonel Capper 
was not in the office, but the copy was sent 
to the governor, with the usual letter, on 
the next morning, the first moment that the 
adjutant-general could officially perform 
that duty. 

It has been shewn by Green, how ray 
name became accidentally subscribed to 
the copy of the 01 tiers sent to the gover- 
nor. But if it had been wholly unexplained, 
flu 1 circumstance its< If would have afford- 
ed an argument to prove, that I could not 
see any thing very ctiminal in the ordtr, 
or I should not have gone out of the usual 
course to subscribe it . and thus, by the 
singularity of toe thing, court the notice 
and punishment of government. 

It is observable, that I am not drawing 
any far-fetched or nice conclusions, since 
the accidental signatme of my name to 
that very copy of the order, and In t lie 
way that Green has explained, was the 
cause, the only 7 cause, of my suspend®!!. 

In most cases it is ‘.nfficient that a party 
accused liberate - lumself fioin the nutters 
alleged against turn, as iK signaling his 
crime, and he is not required to ti coble 
himself with rendering an account of his 
conduct, eithei under or subsequent to 
his condemnation. These things are fo- 
reign to the consideiation of his original 
condition, whether guilty or nut. But 


the hand of power has not let me rest 
one moment since my punishment has been 
decreed, and actually carried into execu- 
tion. It has not let me enjoy the repose 
of my family, and the quiet of tetircnient. 
Nay, a new crime has been tortured out 
of the very execution of the sentence, 
u vengeance Juis been made of my cala- 
mity." I haye been put to the question, and 
it lias been endeavoured to draw 7 from me 
on the rack, the justification of the sen- 
tence under which I was writhing; aye, 
and because I have not answ'cied as’ it 
was wished, I hive been blazoned to the 
whole army as an obdurate hardened of- 
fender, Some one, perhaps, may have 
sec if in my constancy and endurance, that 
I was sustained by anotner, and a far dif- 
ferent spirit, the consciousness of inno- 
cence. 

Your honourable court will have felt 
that 1 have been alluding to the act of ge- 
neral Gowdie, in his friendly and confiden- 
tial communication to me, wheiein he has 
reported that he made me the generous offer 
ot’ his important services with 'he govern- 
ment for effecting my restoration, if I 
would but fall down and humbly confess 
my crime ; if l would express any adequate 
degree of icgrit, and say that I was sorry 
for what I had done. 

By this easy quieting apology, which the 
major-general conceived any man* of prin- 
ciple might make without the compromise 
ot his honour, he imagined he would be 
able to effect my paidon, without reflect- 
ing, good man, that if so flimsy an expla- 
nation would have satisfied ihe govern- 
ment, that it would mid ubtedly have 
called for such explanation before ii had 
pronounced sentence upon me; without 
reflecting that it is before, and not after 
punishment, that explanations are requir- 
ed ; nor did the woithy general peiceive 
that the tender of his services (bcinu vo- 
luntary and imaiithoiijedff even if it 
hud been accepted flight have failed in 
its proposed effect, and would have left 
mein the forlorn and uupitiable situation of 
a condemned cummal, making confession 
of his crime, and ciying to the winds for 
mercy. 

He did not also imagine at the time 
whrti he was performing the Inemlly, the 
confidential office of stepping between me 
and the anger of the government, that 
he might be called upon to violate tiie 
confidence ot such a situation, to hc*r\y 
my cotitoMou to toe tinny, and to pro- 
claim i,.y ucknowicdgcd guilt, as ■■■• has 
done my icfusjl to admit it, in comniiance 
with Inc desire of government, or in con- 
form) t\ vwMi lus own impressions of hit 
• ‘ Uy. Hi 1 did not know that lie or ould sub- 
sequently be required to forsake me, whom 
lie was thus willing, to befriend, nnd whom, 
of Ins own mere motive, he sought so anxious- 
ly to assist, and that it would ba Mf u*>« 
% W 
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grateful oflico to denounce me, over whom 
he had then no legal authority, to the whole 
army, m a long laboured letter, as glory- 
ing in a well earned punishment, and us 
undeserving the unasked icspeet and 
protection ot’ my hretlnen of the aimy. 

How 1 must him' felt this attempt to 
deprive me of the good opinion and assist- 
ance of m\ hiothcr officeis then my only 
stay and support, is not worthy a tian- 
sient thought, when it is consider* d what. 
Ihe venerable and woitliv general must 
have suffered, in being obliged to break 
the sanctuary of a pi irate confidence, 
self- solicited, and to saeiitice his pri- 
vate friendship at tne dictate of public 
convenience. 

It will be expected that l s:.y hut little 
more in nspeet to my declining to avail 
my sc If •!’ general Govvdie’s kind, hut un- 
accredited, proposition above mentioned. 
I have stated that it was made some time 
aftei punishment had been inflicted oil me; 
that in accepting it, I should have acknow- 
ledged guilt, which I have always denied, 
nrul that if l had afforded such i* justilica- 
tion to the act of the government, I was 
by no means assured of its clemency: so 
Uiat I might have aftcrwaichs missed the 
reward of self-debasement, and the worst 
of ireuehery, in beti using conscience and 
truth, for the sake ot personal advantage, 
to secure the means ot life by the destruc- 
tion of every prmciplt that makes life co- 
vetable. 

If I could have concmrrd in such a 
proposition, ottered me at such a price*, 
though it had purchased for me all the ho- 
nours with which the general was covered, 
I trust that the feelings of a soldier, ami 
the sentiments of an honest man, wliic h 
have never forsaken me, would have sav- 
ed unc fiom such a degradation, from the 
compromise of my honour, for any ad- 
vantage that the woild euu yield. 

My notions 'iiksl bo false, may 1 m* tin- 
sel vieoablc to the posH^or, for they have 
been learned in a school \9hcrc sentiment 
rather than reasoning fixes the habit and 
the character, and where sentiment is 
every thing. Hut so long as I own these 
notions, it would he ti cason to beli * them. 
They are the distinguishing maiks of the 
profession to which L have the lionom* to 
belong, and I have always been taught to be- 
lieve, and hope I cvci sh.ill believe, that they 
are the distinction of llu* profession at large*. 

I am ‘not vaunting forth any pciioual 
pre tensions to more nicety and cimstoiicss 
thau is felt by every respectable member 
of the community to which I belong ; and 
I have the testimony ill a paper which 


I have taken the liberty to add to niy me- 
morial, that in thus treating major-gene- 
ral Gow die’s proposal, and in spe aking 
of my own feelings, that l am not singular 
in my opinions. This paper contain^ ex- 
tracts so far as they relate to my unpie- 
*ccdeiitod ease, from a letter from his excel- 
lency lient.-geii. the hnmnnublc Thomas 
Maitland, governor and eommamler - in- 
chief of the island of Ceylon, addressed, 
as I have tindei stood, to his excellency 
lieutenant-general Hewitt, commander-in- 
chief in India. If I had thought or acted 
ouciwise than I did, regarding gcneial 
Gow die’s proposition, general Maitland 
will Veil you, that there would not have 
been an occasion for the suspension of 
tin* government, to have deservedly scout- 
ed me from all military society in tin; 
woild. 

It will not be thought by your honour^ 
able court, that I have nsted on these* 
parti culms too long, sine*' they have been 
construed into an accusation, of which 
it is proper to lid myself , that I had made 
myself as itweie, a rallying point to the 
.disaffected. My situation, alas! tioni 
the tii si to the last, was an involuntary one. 

Exposition of the state of the company’s 
finances, at home and abroad: — Sub- 
mitted to the konomnldc committee of 
the House of Commons, appoint* d to take 
into consideration the atlaiis of the East 
India company.* 

1. — The peeuniaiv embairussnicnts of 
the company, at home, began to be se- 
riously felt, in the ionise of the year 
1 () r >-6; and the cau- os ot them can 
bo distinctly tiaeed. In the course of 
the year u^gm the peace of Amiens, 

a plan, which is detailed in the Indian 
budget of Match, iuu.C was adopted for 
the liquidation of the Indian debt. One 
pint ol that plan w^s to meiease the an- 
nual disposable sin plus arising lroru all 
the company’s icccipU, teiritoiial and 
commercial, abroad and at home, by new 
reft* nelm. ( ills in the expenditure, and by 
additional profits to accrue from augmented 
investments to, and tiom Imha and China. 
In puisuaiiee of this principle, the expoiW 
to those countries were considerably in- 
creased both in goods and bullion, in the 
years J803 and 1M> 1 , but the war which 
lmd been commenced in l iindoostaii against 
the Midi rat las in J 80, i, ahsoibcd a large 
pait of tliose supplies, particularly the 
bullion. The same cause had materially 
affected the credit of the company's paper 
in India; the piovisionof the extraoi di- 
nary supplies required for carrying on 
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the war br cam? more difficult am! expen- 
sive, and particularly the procuring of 
money at the subordinate presidencies 
for bills on Bengal was attended with 
a very heavy loss to the company. Im- 
pelled b\ these considerations, the Court, 
of Dircrtois, when lord Cornwallis went 
out in 18<)J>, still continued their utmost 
efforts to maintain the supplie s to India 
and China upon the seale of the two 
preceding yeais, having not only in view 
the relief of the fin.mcis abroad, and 
the reduction of financial cxpence, but 
the hope of a speedy termination of 
hostilities; and tlicnee early return.* pro- 
poiliotud to the supplies which Intel been 
sent abioad. Thus, it am the 1st of March, 

1 WU, to the Jst of Match, 1806, the* 
jimoiip! of tlinse supplies exceeded the 
mount sent in the three years immediately 
preceding, in the midi ot » hut 

this was not all. The company's receipts 
for sales of goods from 1st March, u$o;j, 
to t lie jst i\lyi eh, 181*0, fell slioitofthe 
i erupt* in the three years im mediate- 
ly pi reeding, in no less a sum than 
.‘VJO.Vin/. Tins was partly owing 
to the diminished supplies of investment 
from India on account of the war the re, 
and partly to the reduction of the prices 
of Indian goods in the home maihet, 
the coii^qucnce of the -state of Jjiio pc, 
and l>\ very large impoi tations to Loneion 
tlirough the medium of Biibsli private* 
mei chants. It is line, th.it in the* same 
period ol* three years, l’iom Moich, 180.3, 
to M.ireh, i 806, the bills of exchange 
drawn on the company from abroad were 
considerably less than in the time vc.us 
preceding; bill on a omiij.,insoii of ic- 
eejpts and payments i'M m March, 180.3, 
to March, 1806, with those of the thiee 
ve.us immediately preceding, the result 
stands thus . 

Rere lpts on account of invc.st- 
menls, of cliaigeson private 
Made, and of niton si on 
annuities, less limn 180:* to 

1806 8, 368, G82 

Payments, lor exports in goods 
and bullion, for customs, 
fi eight, bills of e xchange, 
office rs’ pay , and dividends ; 
more 1,091,416 


Total (Uflcitiiro auj.i.i't ) ^ 
the latte v period $ ’ ? 


The particulars of these sums will ap- 
pear in the accuinl lieie vvith submitted, 
bo. 1. 

The estimate laid before Parliament on 
the 18th July, 1807, of the company’s 
receipts and disbursements for 1807-8, 
shewed a deficit of 2, l 2J6,796Z. It was 
in consideration of the state of tilings 
exhibited by this account, that the com- 
pany were last year empowered b/ law 


to increase their bonded debt two mil- 
lions beyond the former limit. As it must 
be satisfactory to the committee to know 
what were the real receipts and pay- 
ments of the year 1807-8, they are stated 
in the accompanying account, No. 
in which likewise, for the further satis- 
faction of the committee, a comparison 
is made between the estimated and Hie 
i e.tl lcecipts and payments of that year, 
shewing tin excess or deficiency of the es- 
timate, and the inannci in which the ac- 
tual deficit of asst Is was applied by means 
of extending the iwie of company’s bonds, 
and by other aids. 

'Pho account, No. next to be mention- 
ed, is Unit \vhi<«h has more immediately 
occasioned an application from the (Joint 
of Directors to his majesty's governmt ut, 
and in consequence, a refcn uce of tin* 
state of the company’s affairs to the co:isj- 
deiation of thi* eommjtti e. It is an esti- 
mate of the receipts and payments of the 
company firnn the 1st of Maieh, 1,108, 
to tin: 1st of March, 180^, in whit li, after 
taking cinbt for t.ic bon N yet lemaming 
to be issued, conformably to ;hc extended 
power given by the act of last year, the 
d( ficit appears to be £ 2, 163,18 V, Credit is 
taken in this account foricnipts on <»e- 
coimt of sales in 1808-9, to the amount of 
otilv 4,9 ’-V 16Z, To shew with what pro- 
priety this low sum is assumed, the ^ib- 
sidiaiy account (I)) is submitted. It ex- 
hibits the estimated amount ot sales for 
the year 1807-8, with the actual amount 
of sales in that year, and this again com- 
pared with the estimate of sales now in 
question for the year 1808-9, distinguishing 
in botli years the goods for home consump- 
tion and for expoitation. Tt will in general 
have appeared from the documents already 
lefcned to, particularly the slat email 
No. i ? that the deficiencies in the company * 
home funds, for some ya^ yeais, have 
aiisen lioni exporting ami paying more on 
‘account of Indfti and C.iiua, than has been 
n reived in the same period from tiie 
investments relumed by those countries, 
after deducting the necessary chaigis on 
them. The urgent causes which led 
to large expoits of goods and bullion for 
several years have b( eu aheady explained. 
Tne export of bullion, however, ceased 
with tin* year 1805-u but on account of 
the obstructions raised oil the continent of 
Jhirope to the diffusion of the pioductions 
of this country there, and the many and 
urgent representations made by manufac- 
turers, particularly in the great branch of 
woollens, of the stagnation in their trade, 
the company, who have long made it a 
r* \v to promote to the utmost of their 
power the exportation of the staples of the 
mother country, although, as it is well 
known, that since t,he commencement of 
the war in 179* they have in gentr^lost 
by them, and might often have sciP out 
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variation since the year 1798-9, although 
the factory at Canton is at this time consi- 
derably indebted to the company for JJic 
excess of the supplies it has received in some 
fate years, above its returns to Europe, as 
will be shewn hereafter. / 


bullion to more advantage, were unwilling 
unless compelled by the last necessity, to 
reduce their provision of those articles; 
and as the woollens, which constitute a 
very large proportion of their exports, are 
*ent chiefly to China, the returns from 
whence are more adequate, and come to a 
better market, no considerable reduction 
could have been made in the export of 
those woollens, or of specie instead of 
them, without deranging the usual scale 
of the returns, and this must have pro- 
duced other inconveniences in respect 
to the shipping which the company arc 
engaged to employ, and to the state of the 
tea trade at home. As another conse- 
quence of this unexampled time, extraor- 
dinary supplies of troops, of military and 
naval stores, have been sent in the last two 
years, and must be furtherprovided for India 
and fnrtlieireonvi yanceanadditional quan- 
tity of shipping, far beyond what the invest- 
ment of the company outward and liome- 
waid requues, has been, and must neces- 
sarily be, employed. Other* political 
charges payable in England, particularly 
to nulitmy officeis reduc'd and on furlough, 
have also urn teased. Moreover, bills of 
exchange to a very large amount have been 
diavvn on the company from India and 
China, either in liquidation of Indian debt, 
or for the supple of the Canton tieasury 
With bullion , and it is nnnecev»aiy to say, 
that for the payment of the.se bills provi- 
sion must be made. The freight, customs, 
and other charges incident to the goods 
brought home, aie in like- manner articles 
of unavoidable ouligatioh, and must be 
defrayed from the produce of the sales. All 
thehoeoneuiringciremnstaiicesof a failure in 
the usual sotiuc of mcome on the one 
band, and of large outgoings, commercial 
any! political, ordinal} and extraordinary, 
t» 1 the other, lmve naturally and necessa- 
rily eouliuu‘*u tut embnnass the home fi- 
nnmcF <d \ jr oompaiTy, and to prese nt an 
alarming product h i tfie ytur, IP, 08-9 
But it is nun e pai uenlarh in tin diminish- 
ed receipts from India amt China, espe- 
cially the lormtr, that the r. cent cnihai- 
i.issments aie ihi<tly to be looked for, 
and the increased dr licit in the year* 
1807-8, and 1808-9, aie distinctly to be 
rtliTied to this eau-e. 

By tire account (B.j hereafter to be de- 
seirbed,it will liescm that the sale amount 
ol Indian goods, w hich in 17 PH-9 stood at 

f. l,ol>7,29 > 

nnd in 1S05-6 was reduced to . . j>/-34,l>P9 

ill 1806-7 <e 1J to 1 ,17 2,07 i- 

in 1 80? -8 per accounted. >was 1,509,080 
and in 1808-9 per Do. is 1,191,215 

The iauses of these piogrc.vuve dnninu- 
tions in the sales must be too well undei- 
stood to i cqjftfC any pm tiniiar explanation. 
Tire ?alPs or flic; China investment, which 
aie almost entirely for home consumption, 
have continued without any very material 


As therefore the payments for exports, 
bills of exchange, and other unavoidable 
outgoings, have continued in the two last 
years nearly at the standard of the tHrcc 
preceding years, and the receipts have fal- 
len far below the standard, the cause of 
deficit both in the past and present year 
becomes at once apparent. This, however, 
will 4 be better illustrated by the second 
part of the account No. 1. in which the 
comparison made between the period from 
March 1 80S, to March 1806, with the pe- 
riod from March 1800 to March 180S, is 
cariied on in the same manner from March 
1806 to March 1808. 

By comparing the receipts and payments 
in these two years, with the avciage re- 
ceipts and payments of two years in the 
three from 1800 to 1803, they will stand 
thus : 

Recei pts less /. 3,37 8,8;>0 


Payments less, to be deducted- • 171, .38:5 


Comparative diminution in the 

y ears 1806-7 and 1807-8 • • • • 3,307,463 
To which add the diminution as 
above stated, from 1803 to 
1806. 4,4.59,698 


Total comparative diminution of 
home funds on account of 
India and China, in five 
years to 1st March 1808 7,667,163 


In this account Wo. 1, it will be 
obseived that the receipts 
from March 1803 to March 

1808, are 28,885,3 li 

And the payments,. 3b, i 19,397 


Excess of payments. 1. 7,433,3.55 


It may therefoie naturally be an object ol' 
enquhv, by what means the company wcie 
enabled to make tif) .so laige a sum, and the 
subsidiary account (A.) is intended to af- 
ford the requisite explanation on this head ; 
iiioi e particularly to illustiate the decrease 
both in the amount of sales of the compa- 
ny’s lYidian ^oods, and in the amount and the 
late of piofits on them in the last five yeais, 
the subsidiary account (B) already noticed, 
which begins with the year 1798-9 and 
ends with 1806-7 is produced. It contains 
aNo a view of the sales and pi ofits of China 
goods which will be found Hot to have fallen 
off. 

The large sum in which, as will be collected 
from the account, No. 1, India and China 
have become indebted to the home concern 
in the course of the last few years, and of 
which a more particular view will be given 
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in the sequel, may rn consequence of the in- 
tended retrenchments in India be expected 
to be in a consult ruble degiee repaid at no 
distant period. lint, in the meantime, the 
company have a great amount of propqffcy 
more within then umcIi. The unsold goods 

*at piCMiit in their w.iielioiiHS in London,* 
and with much, eeiiainty expected in the 
course of the >ca*on, valued at the prune 
cosi, amount, according to the enclosed ac- 
count, No, *L to 7,118.140/. and valued at 
the soilin' puce.-, model ately estimated, 
amount ti L>,0 8o,:>0d. To enable the 
committee to compare the amount of goods 
on hand at this pmiod, with the amoynt on 
hand in forme i year*, as far back a* the 

* year l798-*», the subsidiary account (E.) is 
exhibited. It will be found on examining 
this account, that thcamount of goods now' 
on hand is, m an absolute sense, unusually 
large, and also that in a comparative sense 
it is in still a l.ugoi pioportion, because it is 
fomied fiom impoi tations infciior to those 
of preceding years, with the remains of 
which the comparison is to be made 1 . The 
article of tea, ninth constitutes so consider- 
able a part of the stock of goods on hand, 

* is ,sur t * of a sate, because it is chiefly used 
for home consumption. 

To these more immediate lesomres the 
Omit of Directms think themselves en- 
titled to add the huge, and as they concern*, 
most equitable claim, which tlie company 
*>till have upon government, for the various 
espenditiiies made on account of the pub- 
lic, in the Last Indies; the account of 
ulifeh is now iclerrcd to this houcitrable 

A committee. As a separate representation 
on this subject will be Addiessetl to the 
committee, it shall not here be enlarged 
upon , but the couit fofcl themselves war- 
ranted to expect, that the confidence of the 
company \i\ Ihe liberality of government, 
and their promptitude to embark in the 
public sci \ ice, without exact stipulations 
loi the i ( payment ot their disbursements, 
fhoiiid not prejudice them in the settlement 
of then accounts ; and that even what, in 
a xnoie flourishing static of their affairs, 
they might ha\c been willing to sucnflce to 
the public sjgtxice, will not be exacted 
ft nni them under the pressures with which 
they lwi\c tostiuggle; hut that, as the pre- 
sent committee are called to consider ge- 
nerally of theii affairs, and have unrestric- 
ted powers for that end, so they, will feel 
themselves at liberty to award to the com- 
pany, far their demands on government, 
whatevei sunn the justice of the case, ren- 
dered more indispensable by Hit* present ex- 
igent situation of the compauy, shall be 
found to require. 

It is not to be denied, that if the want of 
sales should continue through another year, 
that is the year 1809-10, the pressure upon 
the company’s home finances will also con- 
tinue ; and for making good whatever the 
available resources of die company, includ- 


ing the amount to be received by them in 
liquidation of the debt of government, 
may not supply both for the current year, 
according to the account No. 3 ; and for 
the year 1809-10, undoubtedly the compa- 
ny will require aid. Theamonntof goods 
on hand, or expected in the course of the 
season, pcrdKtcftunt No. 4, and which 
amount, probably, will not be less at any 
future period, except in the case of more 
current sales, which change would of itself 
go far to remove the existing difficulties, 
may, if security should be required for 
the loan, form a near and tangible secarity; 
but the repayment can be made only gra- 
dually, and in such proportions as not to 
intenupt the necessary currency of the 
company’s affairs. It is to be remembered 
that, if even the pressure now felt should 
extend beyond the present year, the large 
arrears in which India and China are in- 
debted to the home concern may gradually 
be expected to flow in, and if not imme- 
diately to increase the salts, which may 
also hap pew, at least to increase the mass 
of security at home. It is farther to be re- 
collected, that the China trade, which is 
the most solid source of commercial profit 
to the company, remains, and is likely to 
continue entire. 

From this source chiefly tlu* company 
have been enabled to pay the dividends on 
then stock, regulated by the act of 1793, 
and have still the prospect of deriving 
from it sufficient fowls for that purpose. 
The embarrassments which the compauy 
now suffer, although immediately aggra- 
vated by the obstructions to the national 
eonmicice, have in fact their origin, a» 
may be clearly seen fioin thj: account No. 1. 
and another account to bdtireer wards stated, 
in political causes. It would be unjust 
and impolitic, with every fluctuation* 
arising from such causes, to alter the rate 
of dividend on the stocky It would have 
the worst effect upon tfle credit and affairs 
of the company, and would in particular 
be unfair to the stockholders, who come 
in upon the faith of a dividend settled by 
Parliament, and derive no advantage from 
all the immense concerns which the com- 
pany manage, but common interest for 
their money. The Court of Directors there- 
fore earnestly deprecate the idea of any 
altciation in the dividend, if any such 
suggestion should be made. 

2, With respect to the Indian finances, 
after the cessation of the Mahratta wars, 
which cessation took place about the end 
of the year 1805, the Court of Directors 
had reason to expect a speedy and con- 
siderable reduction of expenditure there, 
even reckoning upon large military an ears 
to be liquidated after tin* peace.— And 
although they were considerably dis- 
appointed by the iesult of the year 1806 7, 
which still shewed a deficit of 1,761- ,000, 
without allowing any thing for inve&tm&l 
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they had much confidence in the positive, produced by the vast increase ®f the In- 
assurances of the governor-general, . sir dinn debt upon all the interests of the 
George Harlow, that in the following year company, one has born*’, and must con- 
theve would be a clear and large surplus tintic to bear, directly and powerfully on 
applicable to the provision of investment, tlMbhomc finances, namely the reduction, 
or the reduction ot d< bt. au$ at length, the extinction, oftlie surplus 

To the grc.it surprize and mortification * of revenue, from winch a million ster- 
of the com t, however, the Animate for the liu?\i.is to he aumiai’> app'ojn-mti d to the 
year t807*it, lately received from India, an purpose* of invi «tn.i . ■. T.,ss icsonrcc Sms 
abstract of which is now bcfoie the coin- long been dcrbri:.:*. ,uid lot a series of 
nutter, exhibits, according to the arrow- ycais past, in wi>»< I an war, always* 

panying copy of it, No. 7, a deficit of no piodue.ive ct <*\t. jDH.i’iaiy expenre to 
Jess a sum than 1,130,000/. and the troops tile cmlipaiiv, tendered *u. *h a itsoma 
sent jwt last year will add 1. >0,0001. to tins nioie necesi-.iy, cntiirlv ceased. A. 
deficit, still without any allowance for in- gicu^part <>f toe t ie debt has 

vestment or commercial charges ; w^ieh of bite In cn paid, hy undi'ig to capital 
last circumstance is noticed lure for the of tout del)!. '1 nis c.ia in the com sc 
sake of explaining the account, not mean- ot it* pioguvs ha* had ,\ in;, oufiavovraldo 
ing to imply that the allotment of laigc influence upon the ,iom.e eouo< rnx of the 
investments for Europe would at the pic- company, pr« venting tii.rt n proveim ul of 
sent juncture have much iclievcd the com- them wlmh would otm < wise ha «e taken 
pany's home exigencies, though undoubtedly place according to the in ention of the act 
tiiey would have increased the great mass of 1793, and at U n-pii i \9 Monishing the 
of property possessed by the company m means which foiiwuly enabled the eon* 
England for the security of its home en- pany to defray the political charges pay- 
gagements. Hut an Indian surplus would able in England : rbaigrs for winch there 
still have been of importance, even if will hcueefoith In i.o othei fond then v hat 
applied to investment, because upon the the commerce of the company may I’m nish, 
re-opcning the channels of commerce, until by economy and ictre.o liment, a 
which it may lie hoped arc not to continue surplus from the icvenue shall be again 
in the present unnatural state, it would restored. Dining the puiod line spoken 
have proved an unavailable fund here; of there has been on the whole, as the 
or if such a vmplus, instead of being ap- obseival’on just made implies no diuiimi- 
plied to investment, had been used to tinn of t!.c civil and imhv.iv exprndi- 
lesscn the amount of bills upon the coni- tines to compensate b r lli« m.iviei ehaige 
pany from Imlid and China, it would have of uiteiesl ; but on the contrary, whilst 
move immediately contributed to alleviate the revenues liave fiom diiieieni acrpiisi- 
the pressure upon the treasury at home. lions and annexations In on gu.dly en- 
3, Under tlie'-e circumstances the Indian haucctl, tiie cxpciidPriehus kept p. ice with 
debt must stiUliave been increasing, and the increase, and has even outrun it, 
according to HHbest estimate that can be so that, although wr.cn in 1705-1. uni- 
formed of its amount on the fiist of May, icvenues wcie only eight millions per 
1808, which is given in the account, annum, vve had a smplus of i ,000,000 ; 
No. 8, it Will stand at 31,89 j, 0001. On now that our icv emu s nrefifur.j millions 
this subject it is impossible, in any general per annum, we h ivo a dt licit even m the 
consideration v%.e company’s alia 11 s, t<> second ye » of peace, acceiding to account 
avoid eminently fixing the^ attention. It No. 10, ol t, 010,0^7. '1’nat a 111111c dis- 
is of too comprehensive a nature to be tinct view may be exhibited of the fman- 
treated fully in such a paper as this is cial state ol the company abiourl at ditl’e- 
designed to be, anil the few observations rent periods , the account No. i,hns be< 11 
which shall at present be offoied upon it prepared, to shew the amount of the Indian 
will rather be of a financial and econo- revenues, of the clunges, and surplus or 
inical kind, growing naturally out of fhe deficit of the company, fiom the year 
subject, than directed to any political 1793-4, to the year 1807-8, inclusive; 
ilisenssipn of the various measures by together with the state of the Indian debt 
which the debt lias been swelled to its ac- through the same spvwe of lime. From 
tual magnitude. this account the following periods aiv i\- 

Of tiie many baneful effects confessedly ti acted for illustrating what is heic stated. 

* 

Amount of Debt. 

L. 

Apr. 1 7 93- 7, 97:, 668 


Do. 1798-10,866,588 
Do. 1799-1 2, 81 1,065 
Do. i 803-19, o\l3, 737 
Do. 1806-28,538,804 
Do, 1808-31,895,000 

t 


1793-4— Fi 1 st year) 
oftheemn-f 
pony’s new f 
/ charter. . 


Ktveinies. I barges. ■ Interest. .Smpifts. Deficit. 

£• \ JL m h • £ 

8,27 6,770 6,066,923 5^,205 l,6<i5,GJA - - - 


1798-^ 

1802 - 3 

1803- d ,, 


• - - - 8,652,032 8,417,8l2f- 759,326 -- - 525,106 

- - - - 11,464,237 11,01 >,i08 1,577, 843,507 

. - - - 15,217,516 ] 5, ;61, 3.10 2,070,792 *- - - 2,414,606 

^Estimate 14,614.261 13,43o,i90 2, 107,150 --- 1,019,097 



STATE PAPERS. 


313 


The commercial charges and supplies The large supplies of stores, and part 
to Bencooleu &c. are not here included, even of the goods sent out annually by 
The charges are the amount paid ill the company to India, are intended for 
the respective years, as stated in Nos. political pm poses, pand the whole amount 
5. 8. of the budget accounts. of them should be brought in India to 

What is most obvious and striking in the credit of the home concerns, from 
this statement, is the increase, not of the the time they are shipped; but the prac- 
clungcs only, but also of the debt, as the tiee has been to credit the company for 
level. ues increased, and not meiely in them only as they were taken out from 
proportion totae increase ol the revenues; the Indian waichomas for use, and no 
for whilst ft cm the yiar J7 yJ-4 to the losses of such articles m the way out* 
year loOj-h, the amount of the revenues ward, or in India, have ever been brought 
has not becii «piite doubled, that of the to the credit of London at all. Moreover, 
chuVges has beta mcrem ed, as live to two, it is evident Irani what has been aheady 
and that of the debt neatly c.uadinploo, be- stated in this exposition, that the supplus 
sides a v< ivlargc msui oi d< lit ti am tfi red in of goods and bullion from England have at 
the course of that period to England. The tftnes, at least, execedtd the leturns for the 
gicatc.d luoieace mnk r ,dt thi^e heads has same peiiod. • Tiie only way, thcudoic, 
been sunt the yv ai 1 ?9?,-V. '1 1»« tirslfoumla- to come to an accurate conclusion, is 
dation of the d* ot was laid by the ItlahratLa to state all that England lias iccciicd from 
war of 1778. The acemmlatiou of lliat India and (dime ; and seni to, oi paid, 
(Mil, ami of charges, may inmost part he foi India and China in any given period, 

:m counted for by the fmcgu e^pi ditions and thence to stiik(“ the bal mee. .Such 
uiidci taken fiom India at the d( sue of his a statement is < xhiluU d in the aceompa- 
inajesty’s nnn:. ters, the two wais of INI v - i.Eng p, per, N*.. vvmch begins with the 
soie, the two wats ot 180J-1 and .■>, wit.i yen and ends v itu the year 

the Mahralta eliicfs, fund the pennauent W)6 7. On the one side tins stateiiunt 
innease of military istahlishmenls oeca- shews all luat lias been suit to India and 
Moiled by these events, and olhci political China in goo Is, stoics aid in-ilion, and all 
me. ^uie^ ef the ionic penod. that has been paid foi bills diawn from 

1( lias not been nuiiAiiul to ascribe the in- theme, or for political cu.ngfb attaeliiog 
create of the debt in a considerable to the Laban tciritory ; and on the oilier 
ilegi'T to the company'.- Iiedi m in vistment , side, the s’.atcimut shews all that has 
foi the provision of which it has been been m nt Lorn India and China in goods 
alleged, lliar tliey laid not a sufficient capi- and bills, and all payments iceeived here M 
tal of S/uii own, and that when a sui- from government, oi payments made in 
plus failed to be received fi otn the Indian India, tor commercial marge* , and also 
it venue, llieie was no way of procming loi «*n\ loss that has oc< m ed m English 
investment, but by boi rowing money in exports sold time. India ami China are 
India, 'this, howevei, wili be found a not debited fur goods lost in the way tin- 
veiy inaeeiiiale view of the subject. That ther, and they me credited foi goods sent 
advances for the Indian investment have tlmnee winch have been captured oi lost 
been made fiom the general treasuries of in tueir passage home. Alter ali these 
the company, without disc liminating at owunecs and adjustments, which, ac- 
whetlier commercial fun ks were at that routing to the best knowledge of the 
lime forthcoming, aim even whilst Euro- court, coinpicheml 4 »\^y tiling the ;*c 
pran goods and stoics imported by tbo count ought to contain, the balance is in f..- 
company lemamed unsidd, is not to be vour ol' Elfhh.nd, oi oi the company ..r 
disputed. The ticasuiies which supplied home, :>,o‘)l,o »‘.d. If if be asked li om what 
those advances may also leave been ocea- funds at unjnc t.ic ci .upany have been able 
sionally replenished by loans, as well as to In mg India so laigciy indebted ? the an- 
by revenue; the annual investments sent swei is obvious , fiom the* hint ase of lluir 
to Europe, may moreover^ have at capital stock and bonded debt, and limn 
times exceeded the supplies of goods, Vic considerable temporary crcd.N t'<v 
stoics and bullion, received fiom Em ope, always Iiave for investments ui.w.ii. 
and may have been rather i emulated by Fiom this account it is clear, lu.a too 
the general ability of the treasuries abroad, mi'u of ip millions of debt v onu acted m 
tlmu by the quantum cf importations from India since the \i ar 17P8-P down to tie 
Europe, blit all these circumstances, y< ar 1807-n, England, oi Hie < ompany 
though Huy have given colour to the in its lomnu iri.il cap. icily, is justly eliaige- 
notion now under consideration, are far aide with no part ; and that, mi the con- 
fiom proving it. There arc ollim ma- tiary, India h.is m that penod become 
terial circumstances to be, taken into tl ■* largely indebted to England. For rim 
account. The company Have long bt t.i tidier illustration of this subject, an in> 
in, the habit of paying in England political count is jow piepaiiug,do sbcw r what mo- 
charges stiictly appertaining to the terri- nics have been u reived into the Indian 
Joiy. For these chaises the company wticasurics, on any account whatsoever, 
juver have credit in the Indian accounts, since the year 1793-4 to the latest pc*od, « 
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and how they have been applied ; but this 
account must necessarily be complex, and 
require considerable time and labour. 

Although it is not tire leading purpose 
of this exposition to treat of the liquida- 
tion of the Indie n debt, yet it is impos- 
sible to ad veil to its amount, nearly thirty- 
two millions, as before stated, and the 
circumstances of the company, without 
expressing an anxious solicitude for the 
reduction of a burthen become intolerable. 
The first and most obvious means to that end 
is a retrenchment uf the Indian expenditure, 
so as to produce a large annual surplus of 
Fcwnuc. Urgent and lepeated injunctions 
base hem sent to India in the course tf 
the pa>t yeai on tin*- head, and extreme 
disappointment has been felt at home that 
the Indian ad\ ices of reductions have, in 
point of amount, fallen so far short of the 
expeditions entertained here, and have 
not boon so specific as to shew in what 
u i tides retrenchments- have been effected. 
It wax tiu* cm nt si wish of the court to 
Ink* tli'ii impel rant nftair into their own 
bands, and they have actually gonc'a con- 
siderable way m preparing a scheme of 
ritmichiuenU here; but stumble flmr the 
local governments must be fai better able 
to judge of the details of such an impoi- 
tant reform than persona at this distance, 
and hoping still for early advices of the 
completion of it 1>> them, the measure has 
hitherto bem suspended, but with a posi- 
tive notification to the so pi cum govern- 
ment that it will certainly be adopted, if 
the pioeeedings abroad do not render it 
unneci *sary. 

Another mode usually adverted to in 
thr question tor liquidating tld* Indian 
debt, rs by transfer to England, the imme- 
diate eileet of winch would be a saving 
of the diller; nee between the English 
and the Indian rate of* interest. In the 
actual state of Jhmgs this mode .seems 
inipriw ticabJe, unrest the public would, 
b> a loan, enable tur company to propose 
paying oft a cMixideiabb* -inn in India, 
which would piohahly lead to a reduction 
of interest thuc; and upon a sum far 
mote extensive, probably also to the trans- 
fer of part of the debt to England. Either 
was, tin i ompanv n.ight be abb-, from the* 
rrdueiion of the rate, and the amount of an- 
nua! interest now payable in India, to make 
good tin* interest nt the loan from govern- 
ment, and effect a saving In sides. 

'the plan of funding the Indian debt, 
which was ugitah d last year, dciives ad- 
ditional recommendation fimii present and 
prospective circumstance s. The Bengal 
government have been desired to give 
flair opinion, whether it would be likely 
to be acceptable in India? and their an- 
swer may be expected in the course of 
the cm rent year. * JBut another measures 
also mentioned to the Bengal government, 
apjfOais now to be indispensable ; that of 


establishing a sinking fund in India. Th# 
means are not easy, but it is not impossible 
to devise some new resources, to which 
the exigencies of this eventful period ought 
to reconcile the company, and all whose 
interests are embarked with theirs. It 
& obvious, however, that no expedients 
for reducing the debt can prove sufficiently 
effectual, unfess au absolute limit is pujt 
to the increase of expcnce. In the mili- 
tary department the charges have rapidly 
advanced of late years, and in one branch 
of it even since the Mahratta peace ; that 
is, by the augmentation of king's troops 
sent t<v India, which the change in our 
political situation in India by the late war 
there, and the possibility of new commo* 
tions, have required, and which the con- 
tingency even of a land invasion of India 
may render .necessary upon a large scale. 
This subject, although it forms an at tide 
in the long account between government 
and the company, yet, as conn rted with 
present and piospcctive circumstances, 
it is thought expedient again to introduce 
here. The company have incurred a very 
heavy charge on account of these troops, 
and they think that they have an equitable 
claim on government, not only for the new 
and excessive expence to which they have 
been subjected in the last four yearn, but 
for the whole number of king’s troops, 
exceeding the parliamentary limit, which 
have heeu sent out since the commence- 
ment of the foreign expeditions from India, 
which began in 1797; and all the subse- 
quent military operations in which those 
troops assisted, have either immediately 
served national purposes against the 
French, as in the war of Mysore, or 
have been carried on under the controul of 
his majesty’s government. The statement, 
No. 9, shews the company have a claim 
on all those accounts to the amount of 
1 ,800.000/. 

It is now become absolutely necessary 
to di aw the line beyond which the com- 
pany shall not incur the charge of king’s 
troops scut to India. From all that has 
just been stated, it is sufficiently plain, that 
our Indian revenues will not, with requi- 
site allowances for the other branches of 
public expenditure, suffice for the pay- 
ment of the present military establish- 
ments, of which the king’s troops, includ- 
ing tiicir passage to and from India, and 
the recruiting service , form so extensive 
a part. Reduction, therefore, is here in- 
dispensable. Increase, payable from the 
funds of the company, is impossible; and this 
is a subject on which a ebar and denite 
understanding is immediately necessary. 

For wars Rowing out of our Indian 
system, at least before we had spread our- 
selves, as within these few years we have 
done, over so much of the continent of 
Hindnslan, our Indian resources, with 
the aid of loans, have been found ade- 
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quate. These loans, indeed, have proved 
prejudicial to the company, and have 
already been extended to an amount which 
could not have been preconceived. But 
against the invasion of great European 
armies by land, the company’s revenues 
can by no means provide, and it may oe 
doubted whether the eunent revenues of 
the Mogul empire, when flourishing and 
under one head, would long have been 
sufficient for such pm pose. If the eastern 
territory were possessed by an Indian 
prince, dependent on this country, what 
mote could be expected of him than to 
use the utmost means his territory afford- 
ed against the common enemy ? The na- 
tion has an interest in preserving the eas- 
tern possessions to this country, and from 
the hands of the French, gi eater even 
than that of the company. The com- 
pany have acquired and maintained them, 
infinitely more to the advantage of tin- 
nation at large, than its own. If those 
o.ssessions should at hn^th be assailed 
y powers to which the revenues and re- 
sources derivable from them can provide no 
effectual opposition, it is but just that some 
paitof the wealth wluch has flowed from 
them into Great Britain, through public and 
private channels, for the last fifty years, 
should be employed in their defence ; 
and in defending them out of means they 
have themselves furnished, tins country 
will only art in the maintenance of its own 
essential inteiests. 

After obsci various on the debt of 

the company, it may be proper to advert 
to the general result of then atfaiis, as it 
appears in the last annual account, entitled 
stock per computation, made up to the first 
day of March, 180H, and numbered (». In 
this statement, after charging the company 
with the Indian debt up to the latest period 
to which the Indian quick stock accounts 
are received, and charging also the capital 
stock subscribed by the proprietors at the 
sum of 7,780,000 /. sterling, the balance 
against the company is 1*1,313,15.3/. With- 
out chat ging the sums due to the proprie- 
tors, the balance will be 4,533,1 53/. For 
this there arc the territorial possessions, 
the forts, settlements and lands, con- 
stituting the original estate of*the company* 
before the acquisition of the Dewannee, 
and a vast mass of buildings, stores, Ace. 
placed under the head of dead stock, at a 
sum far inferior to their value. Any effi- 
cient plan for the liquidation of the Indian 
debt will restore the balance of this account 
to the right side, where it long stood. 

To come now to the more immediate 
purpose of this exposition. — The company, 
frustrated for a series of past years of the 
surplus the law intended them to derive 
from Hie Indian revenues, largely in ad- 
vance for India and China ; drav n upon* 
from those countries for very considerable 


sums, partly on account of the. Inditfn 
debt ; and unable from the unexampled 
cucunistanccs of this time, to sell goods 
for exportation, which the} have to a large 
amount in tin ir waiehouscs, the company 
indispensably need an aid, for which they 
can look only to the public. 

In the estimate, No. 3, of receipts in 
1808-9, credit is taken for the balance not 
yet used of the two millions of bonds, 
which tin company were empowered, by f 
the act of last session, to issue. Still the 
sum wanted to mei t the exigences of the 
ensuing year, amounts to neatly two mil- 
lions anil an half steilmg. That the na- 
tional interest is concerned in the »rpport 
of the company, and that under all the cir- 
cumstances described in tins statement, 
they are entitled to public support in the 
present exigence of tlieii affairs, it is hoped 
will not be disputed. In what inaniu r 
thaL support should be afforded, it is for go- 
vernment mid for parliament to determine. 

A few observations, however, upon this 
subject shall be submitted. The present is 
a most inauspicious time for the increase of 
the capital stock, and possibly the rumours 
already afloat, of a French expedition 
through Persia would obstruct the success 
of such an attempt; neither would it be 
advisable to extend the issue of bonds be- 
yond the sum of five millions, to which the 
law now permits the company to go, for 
their is always a danger of tl~ir Wing 
poured in for teas, and other goods, purchas- 
ed at the sales. It is true, that our exports 
of British manufactures, which are estima- 
ted to be continued on the usual large scale, 
might be lessened, ami in caw of necessity, 
iecour.se imM undoubtedly lie had to this 
measure ; but it would be very inexpedient, 
both as deranging the established loutme 
of the company’s commerce, and as expos- 
ing a numerous body of manufacturer:* of 
this country, who no vjl have little* employ- 
ment besides the company's, to aggravated 
distress. # The debt still ©wing by govern- 
ment to the company, although against it 
may be placed the contingencies of the 
year 1809-10, w one obvious resource , and 
on this head it may be permitted to lemaik, 
that if some years ago it was a great hard- 
ship put upon the company to cut them 
down so much in the repayment of large 
sums, which their zeal for the public inte- 
rest, and confidence m the liberality of go- 
vernment, induced them to advance with 
inconvenience to themselves, suiely, when 
♦hey arc reduced to such straits, it would be 
unjust to insist on such a mode of settle- 
ment. It is again submitted, therefore, 
whether the whole account should not be 
thrown open, in order to be settled upon a 
more equitable footing. To the demands 
originally contained in this account, must 
now be added the expenci of maintaining 
in India the king’s troops exceeding the 
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parliamentary limit, according to the state- 
ment of it, which will Lie foi-nd in the ac- 
count No. <>. 

Ti:e account No. 5, shows that the com- 
pany arc subjected lai^o am;u:i! pay- 
ments in Eiigh.i.d for inii*»ary and otlu r 
charges appcit iiiii»u to the Urutoiy. As 
the teiritoiy, fiom ils dikct of surplus 
does not now pay lac company far ib.no 
charges, might »( l.ot ho natufoi .rail piopi r 
for govi inuirrd to assist tin* company hv 
making an .n{\,> ire to be licreafi* r ivp.iiti, 
foi t,iu- ummml of tiiOM* charges disbuiM'd 
in flic last four \cats, and to be sustained 
in the ensuing yeai. 'flu* comp uiyV. dis- 
bursements limb r thi^ he.id,fu four ytvij, 
may ;miMr.it,as already stated, to 1,800, 000/. 
and, as tiny include the expend* of send- 
ing kind's tioops and military stores to Jn- 
cfn, it semis the nunc rciisonahlc thatgo- 
vTiinjcur should icluve r.e comp; ny, by 
alfoiding a lihoral accoiiiiiiod.i ni on the 
ground of (hose expend"*. batever part 
of the C, 1 ! deficit nt 1* v the niMi- 

ing year, is not liquidated by payment of 
tlie government dibi !>;. an advaucc'in tha 
way just nuntioned, or by i educing the 
company \s expoits, t!icy nnisl of necessity 
look for fium public aid ; and tins inipoi- 
t;nit concern is the moi * urgent, because it 
will appear tioni the c'di.uatr. No. .3, that 
li;o wants of tic company will become 
large in the month of April, and if there 
should be any demur in their payment-, the 
credit of the company, under flu* appie- 
hensions c xcited by runioms of liic Fundi 
designs against India, w ill be affc ctcd, and 
dcniauds more picked upon llieui. 

Ik-fore concluding, the executive body of 
the company think it may be pi ope r for 
them to declare, that they are not con- 
scious of 1 aving, by nnprox idencc or mis- 
management, contributed to bring the 
company’s affairs into the embarrassment & 
in which they me now involved. They 
may be placed, in V ^ry material degree, 
to the vast ineicasc of the Indian dibi, the 
consequence of various incasulcs adopted 
abroad, under the adininistiation of 0011 - 
troul exercised by his majesty's government 
since the yeur 1 r 0*1. Those embarrass- 

ments proceed a!-o in part from causes 
w hich it has not bun in the pow er of this, 
country to conli oul. An unexampled Eu- 
jopean war, win eh Iras already continued 
fom teen yc.ns, lias in every way aggrava- 
ted the e\pi nerx, and diminished the pro- 
fit" of the company at home and abroad. 
The met eased charges of freight and de- 
nim ragi alone occasioned by this wai have 
amounted, since its commencement, to 
more than ?eWn millions* stei ling. When- 
ever (jncat Hrltain is involved in European 
war, the effects ate always felt in India in 
increased military expciiees, even when no 
Eniopedn enemy appears in the Held there ; 
tfttf that war has been carried into India, 
„ai»<fy at the desire of his majesty’s govern- 


ment, tin* company have had to sustain the 
expehcc of \ hi ions foreign expeditions to 
the French, Hutch, and Spanish possessions 
in India, and to Egypt, all chiefly on the 
li ltional account ; in which, as is well 
known, the com pan \ expended very large 
Sums, bon o wed at high Indian interest, to 
the prejudice of their general credit anil 
dtfuiis, in way* v nidi cannot be made mat- 
ter of account. Tins war moreover lias 
oco.eioiR-d a uudual rise in the cost of 
lmme r.innufaelm es and metals, which Iho 
company , c< limiting the national interest, 
have continue.! to exporl for many years 
1A the extent of ‘2.‘20 d, not)/, annually, not- 
withstanding the known disadvantage under 
v.hieh they prosecuted that trade ; for the 
increased cost could not be compensated 
by a corresponding increase in the sdliirg 
pi ices abroad, nor by a decrease in the 
ptiees of goods purchased for Europe, and 
has then fore been attended with positive 
and coiisideiable loss to the Company. 
The progressive diminution of profit on their 
Indian importations here, lias Iwen already 
shewn in the subsidiary account No. (li) 
All those evils are now followed by a stag- 
nation in the home sales of the company. In 
this they suffer with the nation, and with 
Emopc at lai go, but ths consequences, as 
already describi d,fall with peculiar severity 
upon them in the other ruciuiistance« of their 
affair* ; for thelndiaii finance*; which are be- 
come of liiiuicrisc impol tance in the s\ stem of 
the company, instead of affording relief, are 
in a state that imperiously calls for instant 
and < factual legulation. It is by no means 
to be concluded, however that affairs would 
now have been better under any other sup- 
posable mode of Indian adininistiation; it 
is perfectly within the power of this coun- 
try to afford the aids which are now requi- 
red fin the relief of the company's finances, 
both at home and abioad ; for consolidating 
the cl edit of the'eompany, and strengthen- 
ing the hands of the authorities at home, so 
necessary to the well-being of the company’s 
affairs. 

Signed by order of the 

Comt of Directors, 

W. Uajisey, Sec. 

East India House, 

1st April, *303, 

Supplement to the “ Exposition of the state 
of f the company’s finances/’ 

In that paper, an estimate was given of 
the home receipts, ami expenditures, 
for the year commencing 1st March, 1300, 
and ending 1st March, 1809 ; — which 
shewed a deficit of 2,433,1851. — The 
actual receipts and expenditures of that 
year, compared with the estimate, are 
now submitted to the committee in the 
accompanying account No^l. It will be 
seen from this account, that besides some 
sums received to be repaid in the follow- 
ing year, „ and some variations of no 
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groat amount between the real and esti- 
mated payments, the exported deficit of 
2,433,1851. ivas supplied by receipts be- 
yond the estimate from the following 
sources, viz. 

Receipts from sales of imports, 
more than reckoned upon . . . 85l,34/\ 
Receipts for charges and freight 

on private trade, more ..... 168,813 


L. 1 , 02 :), 158 

Received on account of the 
company's claims on the pub- 
lic, upon the uport of the 
committee I, >00,000 


L. 2 , 590,158 


By these means the aid for which the 
company applied to his majesty’s go\i : u- 
ment in January, 1803, became uniiecis- 
sary for the service of that year. 

On the 1809, there was laid 

before this committee an estimate of the 
company’s home receipts and payments 
for the j ear, from 1st March, lhiw, to 1 st 
March, 1810, shewing a deficit of only 
141,7 22/. The actual imipU and pay- 
ments of that year, computed with the 
estimate, will appear in the i.*x ompany- 
ing account No. g. If fioin 1 ms account 
be excluded the receipts and payments 
foi private trade and tea duties, wu:eh 
are only mutters of transfer, tin* other 
receipts of that year, including the ba- 
lance in hand (besides Ua duties) at if* 
commencement, will he found to have suf- 
ficed for the other payments, and to have 
furnished some smplus. 

The estimate, howe\er, of receipts and 
disbursements for the year fiom Lsl March, 
1810, to 1st Ni.reh, 1311, No. 13, now laid 
before the committee, pieseuts a ditie- 
rent result, exhibiting a deficiency of no 
less a sum than 2,038,918/. Two causes, ex- 
tremely adverse to the company, and 
wholly out of their conti oul, have pro- 
duced this deficiency. The one is a lots in 
their shipping in the years 1808 and 
1309, to au extent altogether unex- 
ampled; the other, diafts to a very large 
amount made upon them from abroad 
on account of the Indian territorial 
debt. 

The prime cost of goods laden on the 
ships lost in coining from India amounts 
by the accounts No. 4, to 711,4.%/. Add- 
ing to this sum the prime cost of goods, 
and a ship belonging to the company 
lost outwaid bound, being 174,712/. the 
total prime cost is 881,668/.*; and adding 
again to this ffie estimated profit on the 
•ales, the whole is 1,202,688/. So unpre- 
cedented a loss of ships within the space 
of one year, has occasioned a very par- 
ticular enquiry on the part of the Court of 
Pirectors into the causes of these dis- 
aster ; and as the subject way naturally 


engage the attention of this honourable 
committee, the # report which a lai«e 
committee of the dm elms have mam; 
upon it, therewith submitted in the paper 
No. 4 ; from thence*the court tiust it will 
appear, that these misfortunes, uncommon 
as they are, Imvc^ been owing chit fly to 
extraordinary tciiipt sts, or to the raptures 
of the cm my, and not to any tit le et or 
errors in the structure, equipment, or 
loading of the ships, or to any want of 
skill anil conduct m those who commanded 
them. 

Of bills drawn ami expected to be drawn 
fi cm India, on a<*co,,r.t t,f the lei.jtoiial 
debt, and falling d.«.* bilween tl.t 1st 
March, li'M), and 1st M*irc\ 1311, tile 
amount i i by >t ! ie accompanying account 
No. o , 2,‘ . 0,18 8/. 

Tut* m.gicgab' amount of the "oods 
lost winch otherwise might kmc come into 
the assets of 1810-11, and of bills pay- 
able on the Indian debt w iliiin that year is 
3,1.38 ,8io/. ; a sum much exceeding the 
deficit which appears in ti e estimated re- 
ceipt s/>f the same year, computed with its 
payments. , 

It has always been perfectly understood, 
that in dhc most flou* idling times of the 
company, their coinim i < ia) icsonrees 
could not be adequate to the discharge of 
the Indi.ri tenitoiial debt, pnd especially 
of late w. as, sine.* the debt has progins- 
sively advanced to thirty midions sterling, 
and rim company's Indian eommeiee has, 
from various causes, declined both in 
amount and profit; the liquidation of any 
large portion of that debt from the 
home fund* of the company, Inr. been 
altogether out of the qiitstion. But as a 
very great part of I lie debt was unfoitu- 
li.itth emit t acted under au option to the 
lender, of receiving payment fiist of the 
inter* st anti finally of tin* principal in 
England, the commissioners for the affairs 
of India and his nr^ivty’s government, 
have been, for stvcral years at least, quite 
aware, tliafrif any considerable sum of 
debt should in consequence be transferred 
to England, the company would neces- 
sarily require public aid for the liquidation 
of it. 

Even the unexampled losses which they 
4iave sustained in one year by sea, as 
already explained, wouid probably in 
any former time have required and pro- 
cured the temporary assistance of go- 
vernment. On both these accounts there- 
fore, forming such strong picas for public 
aid, the Court of Directors humbly voter- 
tain a confident hope, that it will be 
accorded to them in such manner as tb 
provide for the apparent deficit' for the 
year 1810-11. 

Of the goods which are now, or In the 
comse of tnc season expected to be, in the 
company’s warehouses at home, the paper 
No. 6, which accompanies this, contain* 
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an account, shewing the prime cost to be 
6 , 133 / 2371 . and the sale value, by estimate, 
15,524,9651. 

In the course of the year, 1811-12, the 
Court of Directors * expect to be sup- 
plied with very large investments frem 
India, which ought indeed to have been 
sent to answer the hills drawn above- 
mentioned for the Indian debt, and those 
supplies have been required in order to 
meet the exigencies of that year. The 
most earnest injunctions have also been 
transmitted to the Indian governments, 
to avoid as much as possible di awing 
faither for the territorial debt ; and it 
appears highly probable that they will 
not be midi r the necessity of doing so^ 
since a large portion of Jdie decennial 
loans payable in England, tailing due in 
1809 and 1810 , have been renewed at 
a diminished interest, and without the 
optional clause. And indeed there is rea- 
son to believe, that less of the debt would 
have been transferred to England, if, when 
payment was tendered m India all the 
principals had been there, because their 
private agents could not cxeieisc tlfe dis- 
cretion which principals might have used, 
of continuing in the company’s hands, 
instead of remitting to England, the pay- 
ments tendcied. The Court of Directors 
have therefore issued oiders calculated to 
remedy this inconvenience, and prevent 
its recurrence in future, as alio to encou- 
rage the creditors of the company, who 
have returned, or may return, to Euiope, to 
continue their property m the c ompany's 
hands, by making the company's govern- 
ment the agents for the safe custody of 
their bonds, and the regular transmission 
of the interest to England by bills on the 
Couit of Directors. 

The increase of investment which has 
Ijccn ordered from India is due to the home 
cone ei u. By an account laid before the 
honourable conwjbtee, and referred to 
jn the fust part of tills supplement, it was 
shewn, that upon a fair statement of ac- 
couut between India and China on the one 
hand, and England on the other, for a 
series of years from 1797-8 to 1805*6, 
there w as a balance m favour of England 
of 5,101,ii89/. This balance arose after 
crediting India and China for all goods ex- 
posed by them to England, whether those 
goods anived or not, for all commercial 
charges, for all bills remitted, and for 
paynuiita leceived fioni government at 
Lome for Indian disbursements on account 
of tin public ; India aod China bring de- 
bited ou the other hand Only frith the 
g$ods sent them, which arrived at the sale 
price with the bills drawn In them, and 
with political charges incurred at home ou 
account of the territory. 

' An account ,df|he same kind is now car- 
ried on fron^fjm^year 1805-0 to the year 
l^|7-8 inclusive, and is herewith laid be- 


fore the committee, No. T. It Shews a 
balance in favour of England of 3, 017,1721. 
a considerable part of which is still in the 
factory at Canton, inconveniently for the 
company, but not immediately reducible, 
except by diminishing greatly the export 
o£ woollens from this country. The most 
moderate estimate for the year 1810-11 will 
not lessen the balance of 3,017,1721. above 
stated. 

Since the month of April, 1808, when 
the first part of this exposition was dell- 
veied to the committee, the markets at home 
for Indian commodities have improved. 
The accompanying account No. 8, shews 
the saler made in that time both of India 
and China goods, and the profits accruing 
thereon. Comparing the average of these 
two years with the sales of 1807, it will he 
found, that with respect to Indian goods, 
the excess in favour of the two years is per 
annum 6° >,7441* on the sales, and that in- 
stead of a loss of 486,0.201. which occurred 
in tiie years 1807-8 and 1808-9, there is in 
the year 1809-10, upiofitof 130,1741. Of 
the China goods, the sales and profits which 
were before considerable, have also impro- 
ved. 

On the whole of the home concern, it is 
to be observed, that though the pressure on 
the company’s finances here is severe, the 
transfer of Indian debt widen mainly occa- 
sions it, does not deteriorate, but improves, 
the affairs of the company, since it produces 
an immediate reduction of interest ; and as 
to the lale losses by sea, though undoubt- 
edly very heavy, and happening most un- 
seasonably, yet it will be found on a general 
survey of the financial affairs of the compa- 
ny, that they are belter than they were a 
year ago. This leads to a consideration of 
the Indian finances. 

According to the former exposition, the 
estimated result of the year 1806-7 shewed a 
deficit of 1,764,0001, and the estimate for the 
year 1807-8 a deficit likewise of 1,. 300,0001. 
including 150,0001. for the evpenceof troops 
sent in that year from England, so that the 
aggregate deficiency of both year# thus 
amounted to 3,06-1 ,0o0l. 

From the actual accounts of 1806-7, sin* e 
received, the final deficiency of that \i*ar 
appe.ars to be .3,253,90 0/. the excess of tins 
result of tli8 actual accounts above the esti- 
mate arises chiefly frem the following cau- 
ses. 1st. Bringing into the accounts of' 
this year no less a sum than 978,0001. which 
was not in the estimate for Bengal military 
charges of former years. 2d. A defalca- 
tion m the estimated amount of the Madras 
revenues of no less a sum than 400,0001. 
owing to a calamitous season. 3d. An ex- 
cess also in the Bombay military charges of 
262,0001. occasioned by the payment of 
arrears of former years, which were not 
included in the estimate. 

Hie estimate for the year 1807-8 was 

formed from impel feet materials. Accord* 
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Jug to the correcter account, presented 
to the House of Commons in June, 1609, the 
result should have been more favourable by 

200.0001. leaving a deficiency of 1,075,5771. 

The revenues have however been more 

productive than this estimate by 772,0001. 
the charges and interest were more by 

68.0001. ; the deficiency is therefore red a/ 
ced to 370,0001. 

The actual accounts for the year 1808*9, 
lately received, shew a deficiency of 
131, 281 1. which is 430,0001. less than the 
estimated deficit of that year, and the esti- 
mates for 1809-10, shew a deficiency of 
119,8001. 

The first estimates received from* India 
for this year, 1809-10, weie denominated 
prospective, or sketch estimates, and pro- 
mised a very different result. From these 
it was to he expected, that instead of a defi- 
ciency there would have been a surplus 
revenue of 508,0001. The regular estimates 
since received from Madras and Bombay, 
under a correction of the Bengal estimate 
given ill a letter from the accountant-gene- 
ral (by which the revenues are stated at 
70,00()1. less, and the charges at 290,0001. 
more than in the first account, have brought 
the result to the deficiency now stated. 

One material cause of this more unfavour- 
able result in the estimate of 1809-10, is an 
increase in the military charges at Madras, 
which are now estimated at near 800,0001. 
moie than they were at first. In tins sum 
theic are ceitain arrears included which 
were not in the ongiual estimate, and as the 
latter estimate is dated in October, 1809 , it 
is piohable that consideration was given 
to the eiu’umstances which had occm red 
in the Madras army, probably to an increase 
of expence beyond the former estimate; 
but it must be confessed that these will not 
account in any satisfactoiy manner for so 
large a difference of military charges in the 
two accounts. 

The ictreuv hinents that have been effected 
since 1«05, may be calculated at 2,300,0001. 
ami if a comparison be made between the 
estimated chaigcsfor i 809-10, and the ave- 
rage actual ehaiges from 1804-5 to 1800-7, 
m tue accounts of which years the expeuces 
incidental 1(> the war are included, the dif- 
feiencc will be 1,5.>0,0001 , only it would ap- 
pear that the diminution of 800,(7001. here- 
by uppuicnl, is to be attributed to the large 
amount at which the military charges arc 
itated in the estimates for 18O'M0.* 

But as the result of these estimates differ 
«o materially from the expectation held out 
in the financial letters received from Ben 
gal, dated 20 th Septembei, and *1 7 th Decem- 
ber, 1808, and xfoth April, 1809,. it may he 
proper to examine into the causes of the 
difference more at large. 

In the letter of the 20th September, 1808, 
the result of the estimates for 1808*9 is 
•tuted to be a surplus of 2 , 17,0001. Sa. Ks. 
To Mas ii added the dlifereuce between 


the military and durbar charges of Bengal, 
on a peace establishment, and the sum in- 
cluded in the Bengal estimate for those 
charges being Sa. Ks. 33,40,000, thus shew- 
ing an estimated surplus, upon this suppo- 
sition of a peace establishment,* of Sa. Ks. 
35,57,000. 

The letter then proceeds to add to thi* 
sum, sundry ai tides of cxpe< ted liupiove- 
ments in the revenues, and savings in charges 
and interest, to the amount of eigiily -five, 
lacks ^rupees, in order to shew that a sui- 
plusro™ t be obtained of Sa. Ks. 9 , 20 , 1 0 ,000, 
or a million and a half sti lling. 

But the 20th paragraph ot the letter is 
in the words following : — 

JV hi 1st the present aspect of affairs in 
India continues^ and wt are in consequence 
under the necessity of increasing our mili- 
tary disbursements, and of inclining a very 
considei able additional expence on account 
of foieign embassies, it is not to be expect- 
ed that any surplus revenue will be derived 
from your Indian possessions. But when- 
ever the necissity of inclining these extra- 
ordinary cliuigcs shall tease, we have no 
hesitation m declining to your honomahlc 
comt, that we entci fain no doubt whatever 
of obtaining a clear annual mu phis to a 
much grcatci amount than what (lie nation 
and the company s' Oin to expect tiom Bu- 
tish India.’' 

In the letter of the 17th December, 1808, 
it is observed, that the moieiegulai esti- 
mates tor 1 HOB-9 having been i revived tiom 
Madias and Bombay, the collected surplus, 
according to these statement*, would b<* Sa. 
Ks. 4,53,3.»7, but on the .supposition that, 
the regular estimates contain a much larger 
sum for uiilitaiy and dm bar charge s than 
would be lequircd on a pence establish- 
ment, there is assumed for th s excess ;t 
sum of Sa. Ks. 70,92,000, which is added 
to the above, and with the addition of Sa. 
Ks. 43,76,000 for tin several articles of ex- 
pected improvements anj-savinirs- deiaiicd 
in tlie former dispatch, the total suiplui 
revenue is stated at Sa. Ks. 1,24,21*) >7. 

The 59th paragraph ot tins letter rnr» 
thus. “ Undei evciy point of view m 
which we cun place the rejourns and ex- 
peiiditiue of this eonuliv, we ;hnttoif 
arrive at the same sat*«iacl*ny itsull of a 
surplus leveiuie on a peace "stabtyshment 
gieatly exceeding a nnll’Oi. sterling,’* 

It will he evident, tiom tec lougoiiv; 
extracts, that a ury » unsuitable part ot 
the expected surplus is made to depend 
upon the practicability of hnu^irg The ex- 
ptnees to a peace e'dabii'duuenl , lor no 
less a sum than Sa. Ks. 70,9 J ,Or.o, oi ac- 
cording to the rate of exchange adopted m 
the dispatches, 8ltn,500/. is included m the 
calculation as going to form the expect* d 
s rplus of a million, or a million and a half 
sterling. 

Now the estimates for 1809-10 hold nut 
AO prospect of audi a reduction in 
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military and durbar charges as wifl bring 
them to the desired level; oil the con- 
trary, these charges, instead of being 
only sicca rupees 70,92,000 more than* 
what has been considered in the Bengal 
letter of 17 tli December, 1808, as t*ie pro- 
per standard for a peace establishment, 
are sicca rupees 1.44,00,000 above that 
stand a rd. 

This circumstance of itself may suffi- 
ciently account for the disappointment 
'experienced at the result of the ajesent 
year’s .estimate, after cxpectatiuiiFof so 
different a nature had been raised by the 
communications from the Bengal govern- 
ment in the dispatches above quoted ; it 
appears indeed that the cslim.dcs ftr 
1808-9, taking them withpnt the liypo- 
tlntical calculations for a peace establish- 
ment, were not so favourable as the ac- 
tual accounts for that year; and ps to the 
estimates for 1809-10, it is still to he re- 
collected that, as before observed, the 
expected suiplus of a million sterling or 
more is made to depend in a great mcuMiir 
upon the reduction of the charges to a 
peace establishment, which has not how- 
ever yet been accomplished. The rea- 
sons for the high estimate of military and 
dubar charges at Bengal are accounted 
for in the letter on the finances of the 
2od August, 11.09, paras. 26 a. i Hi, and 
are summarly thcs-c: In consequence 
of its having been found impracticable to 
withdraw the temporal y embassies, and 
to place the at my upon the ordinary esta- 
blishment at so earls a period a> was ex- 
pected ; the payment to the Persian iro- 
v^mment of the sum stipulated by sir 
Harford Jones ; and tlu embassy to Cabul. 

It is not easy to ‘account for the large 
estimate of military charges at Madras, 
unless it may be attiilnitcd to the conse- 
quence of the late disturbances there, 
which, as before remarked, may have been 
in contemplation«r*4»oii the estimate dated 
in October, 1809, was contemplated. 

Many of the items icckorvul upon by 
the Bengal government, as constituting 
the expected surplus of a million and a 
half, were prospective, and it does not 
appear that measures to give them full 
effect have hitherto been adopted. 

Amongst these, an increase in the 
opium sales to the amount of ten lacks 
was included, bat the sales arc estimated 
at no higher amount for 1809-10 than they 
were in tlie preceding year. 

It was expected that the customs would, 
by there-opening of the trade with fo- 
reign Europe be increased to the amount 
of seven lacks ; of course this has not yet 
bad effect. 

Ten lacks -are estimated from hew sour- 
ces of reVeinke, and from modifications 
i.i the AbkaTry And stamp duties, and im- 
provement in tlffe town duties. The esti- 
mate for 1809-10 does not justify the be- 


lief that one-fourth of this sum is included 
on these accounts. 

It was stated that taxes to be levied 
in the towns of Calcutta, . Madras, and 
Bombay,* under an act of the legislature 
to be obtained for that purpose, would 
produce sicca rupees 8,74,000. The 
Bengal estimate includes two Jacks for 
house tax, but no other aiticle. 

It is presumed to be unnecessary to pur- 
sue this investigation farther, and that 
enough has been said to shew the causes 
of disappointment in tlu* expectation held 
out by the Bengal government, in the 
letters of the tsOlli September and 17th 
December, 1808, of a future surplus of 
a million and a half sterling. 

Still the object of obtaining a consi- 
derable surplus of income above expen- 
diture, must be puisued, as of absolute 
and indispensable necessity, and there 
are grounds to hope that, by new re- 
trenchments and other means, it is not 
unattainable. In the presert tranquillity 
of India, it may he practicable to re- 
duce the military establishments, and the 
extent to which the expence of king’s troops 
there lias already gone, not only far ex- 
ceeds the parliamentary limit, but goes 
beyond what the levennes of the country 
can bear. A view of its progressive in- 
crease is given in the account No. 10. 

The transfer of a large poition of the 
Indian diht from India to Europe would 
of itself produce, as formerly observ- 
ed, this most impoiiaut and desirable 
end, by effecting at once a savipg of 3 
per cent, in the interest, which might be 
formed into a sinking fund for the giadual 
discharge of the piincipal ; a plan, with 
the aid of Puiliamcut, perfectly practi- 
cable with security to the public. 

The Indian debt, by the accounts made 
up to the 1st May, 1809, deducting the 
sums redeemed by the sinking fund, stood 
as per account -No. 11, at 10, 87 6, 788/. 
and the same account exhibits the pro- 
gressive increase of the debt, as the ac- 
count No. 19, furbishes an average view 
of the revenues, the charge's, and the 
inteiest on the debt, at dillerent pcripds, 
up to the year 1809-10. 

'(lie general result of the company’s 
affairs, at* homo and abroad, on the 1st 
March, 1810, will be seen in the account 
No. 9, called stock, per computation. 
The nature of this account was explained 
in the former exposition, in nearly the 
following to: ms: it charges Jhc company 
with the Indian debt up to the latest period 
to which the* Indian quick stock accounts 
are received, and charges also the capital 
stock subscribed by the propiietors at 
the sum of 7,780, 000/. after which the 
balance against the company will be 
15,107,30 71. without charging the sums 
due to the proprietors, the balance will 
be 7,327,3071. For this there are the 
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territorial possessions, the forts, settle- 
ments, and lands constituting the original 
estate of the company, before the acqui- 
sition of the dewa nitre, and a vast mass 
of buildings. stores, &c. placed under the 
head of iU- .d, stock, at a sum tar inferior 
to flu ir valiK . A it;, ctheiint plan for the i 
liqnidatinibof the Indian debt will restore 
the balance of thi* account to the light 
side, where it lone «oood. 

After tini'. (*'• plaining? the present state 
of the rmnpaip’s irrmcts, toe object to 
which the rf of Diicctoi'Mvoidd hum- 
bly solicit the p* jt>iil<ir attenrion of ♦’)»■ 
honourable conwiitkc, L, the dcrici t a!- 
re;ul\ pointed ont in tlu* account, jfto. S. 
in the home rr sonic for 1010-11, amount- 
ing to The causes of this 

defieit h;n e also been <' j I. lined, and I he 
compain being unable <n»u iww t o supply 


it, "tile about at present to prose nt an limn- 
ble petition to parliament for aid, which 
they trust tire committee « ril U of opi- 
nion, after an i xnnwmh'm of ait the 
statements submitted to them, ♦mil parti- 
cularly of the account. No. 6, ins»> be safely 
gran>d them, since that stati rueui vl i*ws, 
as In fon mentioned, tee \ubu* of :o /ds 
in fla ir w.ic.meu s, and c\pcet< d in ihe 
course efthe present sear, to he tLW 
which will be ample socuiiK lor the a hi 
which tire company solicit of the public, 
and for which all their posse.-vion* besides 
v\ ill be a ‘'p-msible. 

Signed, bj order of tiie Court of Dircc- 
tois. 

# W. Kaaisay, sec, 

F;ot India He* re, 

bth Apiib IClo. 
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a XW. 1 . 

Comparison of the Actual Receipts and Payments of the East India Company > 
from \st March, 1608, to the 1st Mar<h t lS0()j with an Estimate Account 
of the same, as drawn out in March, ^ 808 . 


RECEIPTS. 


Estimated 

Amount. 


Cash in the treasury, I.-t March, 
1808, (Morning;,) including 
duty on tea - 
Company’s goods sold, and to be 
sold - 

Hon. Board of Ordnance, for 
saltpetre - 

Private trade goods' sold 
Charges and profit on private 
trade - 

Customs on. ..ditto 

V eight on... ditto 

Bank, for interest on the Com- 
pany’s share of the annuities - 
Commissioners of navy, on ac- 
count of hemp to be provided 
for government in India - 
Bonds issued 

Government, on account of the 
Company’s claims 
Duty on tea received 
Almshouses at Poplar - 


L . 


723,6*03 


4,9.52,1*16 

185.000 

2(*>,000 

SO, OCX) 

100.000 

86,226 


694,725 


Actual 

Amount. 


L . 

723,698 

5,783,491 

160, OCX) 
1,669.4 12 

• 

171,169 

47,010 

177,724 

36,226 


80,000 

756,700 

1 ,500 000 
3,369, 9S6 
620 


L. 


7,011,790 


14,476,061 


iVltUC 111. 

Estimated 


L, 


851,345 


1 ,409,442 

# 91,169 

47,010 
77,724 


80,000 

61,975 

1 500,000 
3,369,986 
620 


7,489,271 


l IiU<i 

Estimated. 


L. 


25,000 


25.000 


Bdance against, as per Est. Acct. 


#J 


2,433,185 

9,414,975 


PAYMENTS. 

Customs 

Freight and demurrage - - 

Goods and stores exported - 

India debt 

Bills of exchange from India and 
China .... 

Charges, general, including su- 
pra cargoes* commission, inte- 
rest on loans, 5cc. 

Dividends on stock, and interest 
on bonds .... 

Bonds adveitised to be paid off . 

Bonds paid in on sales . . . 

Proprietors of private trade . 

Pay to marine and military offi- 
cers on furlough, and retired 
from service 

Warrants passed the Court unpd. 

Buyers of tea returned 

Duty on tea paid : 

Bullion exported 

Ditto, on account of hemp, to be 
provided for govt in India . . 

Creditors, Nabob of Arcot . 


59.884 

1,888,405 

2,014,959 


1,978,031 


758.000 

857.000 
15,517 

310.000 

9 % 


160 000 
*10,700 
971 
1,331,508 


L. 


9,444,975 


Balance in favour as per actual account - - 


East India House, 

28th March, 1809, 


148,782 88,898 

1,868,742 
1,763,112 

47,709 47,709 

1,970,574 


697,775 

343,133 

107,500 

1,629,070 

% 

166,048 


107,500 

1,319,070 

6,048 


4,283,658 

207,260 

80,213 

7,138 

13 i2 1,044 

655,017 


2,952,150 

207/2G0 

80,243 

7,138 


4,816,016 


14,476,061 I 

(Errors excepted,) 


1 9,663 
281,817 


7,457 

60,225 

13,567 
15 , 5 17 


40,700 

971 


439,947 



No. 2. 


Competition of the actual Receipts and Payment* of the East India Company , 
from the 1st March, 130o, to the 1st March , lb 10; with an estimated 
account of the same, as drawn nut in March , 1809* 



Estimated 

Actual 

More lb in 

Less than 


Amount. 

Amount. 

Estimated 

Estimated. 

RECEIPTS. 

r 

L. 

1 

L. 

Cash in the treasury, ls»t ‘March, 1-SOD, 
(VuruinjO i mc uiling duty on tea 

655,017 

65.5,017 

, 

_ , r 

Company's mm/s m»Iu, and to oesolJ 

5/;P 1,300 

6,00 1 422 

190,122 

— 

Hi. n J’oaid ol Or Inaocc, lor saltpetre 

J . 0,000 

1 10,07“ 

- 

30,921 

Pr ivate trade foot’s m'-M 

155,1 A* 

1 457,838 

l,2C0,7hS 

— 

Ch irgcs and profit on pnvatc trade . * 

1 -o,oa> 

10 5 nH6 

- 

14, 314 

Cu-Lom* . on ,i do. 

- 

47 '153 

47 256 

— 

Freight . on . «o. 

lot >, 00 i > 

187,802 

87,802 

— 

Bank, tor i utei e? t cm ;hc Company ‘t* shaft 
ot the annuities .... 

36,226 

56.227 

1 


Bonds i.nMie 1 ..... 

_ 

45 / CO 

45.600 

— 

Duty on tc 1 1 cceivccl . . . . I 

_ 

5, J i; 1,1 01 

3,161,191 

— 

Coinmissionci » t-i hn Majesty’s n ivy, on 1 
account of h« mp to he provided in Indi.. 


80,000 

80 000 


Persons returned liom India . , 


10.000 

10 000 

— 

O 

7, i 25,645 

1 2,000,1-15 

4,921,737 

45,235 

Balance against per estimate account, 
exclusive of duty upon tea . 

PAYMENTS. 

Customs 

Ml ,722 

7,26*5,365 

HR, Dll 

) 117,418 

28,907 


Freight and demurrage 

1, 179,n50 

J /MO (V'6 

_ 

180,604 

Got, , nd stm t s cNportcd 

1 021,187 

J 1 006 

- 

1.56,101 

Bills of exchange from India and China 

1,: 08, *18 1 

2 / J‘81,539 

791.05.5 

Chaigcs, general, includ.n/Kupra laigots 
cmann^ion interest on loan- £cc 

721 .700 

627 43S 


0 ’,262 

Dividend- on crock, end interest on honcl a 

873 <KW) 

870,606 

6,696 



Bonds advertised iO he paid oiF . 

1 5,5 1 7 

100 

- 

15,417 

Prc pnctors ot f**v..tc tr.-aie 

l«#l ,100 

1,SS5.0I1 

1,195,011 



Pay iu marine and militate ofTiceis on 
fuilongh and r^ircd Uonf service 

1 f)( > (V'O 

171,918 

11,918 


■Warrants passed r he Court unpaid 

57.400 

_ 

_ 

57, 100 

BineiMi* lea rc turned 

on 

_ 

_ 

971 

Duty on tea paid .... 

417,835 

2 95*1,220 

2,555,585 

.. 

Ci editors, nahoh of Arcot 

_ 

6,82 1 

3,822 



Almshouses at Poplar 


2,75 \ 

2,734 

— 

L 

, 7,26.5,365 

1 1,315,978 

4,574,458 

49:1,845 

Balance in favour p. actual account, in clod 
ing L , 625,807. Duty upon te rt * 

« 

654,167 

12 000.145 




Hast India House, 

March 23, 1810. (Errors excepted.) 

CtJAS. Cartwright, 

Acct, Gen!, 
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No. 3 * 

Estimate of Receipts and Disbursements of the East India Company, from I si 
March, 1310 , to t.s* March,' 1811 . 

Nc> 4.f 

An Estimate of th* Loss sustained by the East India Company, by the capture 
and wtetk of shipping, J80/-S, and 1808-^. * 

No h t 

An Account of Bills dr urn from India , on account of the Indian debt falling 
due l el ween 1st Match, 1KIQ, and 1st March, 1311. 

• 

No. () • 

Prime Costand. Sale Value of goo is in the Warehouses *nf the East India Coni- 
patty, on the ! st Match, IS JO, and expected in Ulc course of the present Sea- 
son: distinguishing India and China . 


■ 1 

Pii'i.eCo* t 

S.de Va!i*e. 

indiv. 

Piece Goods 

Kaw 

L. 

1,U,0,V>? 

L. 







r>u 

J J 


1 j 17 -i 







•><.,( V. » 

iJ 

‘.MHts'm 

1, 101 ,ti i ) 

CHINA. 



> te.(> - n < 

7 c.a * 

S?a\\ « 

13<* spt 1 

v \ i (,,*■() 


*:.>,()» sc*: 

.'■»> 0(V 

clllil ilii ■•!■»••*•••••■ •••• * * * * • |p* 9 


L 


J’.l 2,1.6 j 4 



3 40 1 t'\2 

i (Mill IllUld.* 

China 

.. j'l l M > 

C6 1<>,3 > J 


• * L. 

«\ i 3V-' : ' 

1 ■ 


Cast India House, * (Errois c\eq>Ud.) 

8th April, J8io. C. Cartwright, 

AccL Gcnl. 

•'This is the same with the' Appendix, No. 3, to the report of the select committee of 
the House of Commons, on the Company's petiti. 

t The same with the Appendix, No. 4 2. 

t The same with the Appendix, No. J, to the report of the select committee of the * 
House of Commons. 
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No. 


An Account, exhibiting the balance of the East India Company's supplies . 


SE XSONS 
OUTWARD : 
September 
to 

September. 

Goods 

and 

Stores. 

Bullion 

Invoice 

Amount. 

. .... 

1’OTAL 

Exports. 

SEASONS 
HOMEWARD : 
September 
to 

September. 

Bills 

of 

Exchange. 


L. 

1 L 

7,. 


L , 

1806-7 

2,11.1,17 5 

! • . • • 

2,115,175 

t 1807-9 

1,858,445 

1807-8 

2,155,975 

200,92-2 

i 

2,554,897 

1808-9 

! 

2,906,168 

L. 

4,579,4)0 j 2<>0,9‘*J 

4 ,7 80,57 2 

L. 

1 - 

4,764,915 


Balance 


gainst India, brought down- 




L. 

3,822,422 


Deduct — Sale of Ship* built in India 169,006 

Received of Government in England, on account ot 

the Company’s claims * 1,500,000 

Payments made in India on account of England, and 

Bills Exehaw-e in favoin of the Company 225, 955 

Cost of Iiupoits supplied the Cape of Good Hope* • • • 5,014 

1 ,898,95 S 


Balance against India, canied up*« 


7^1,92.}, 487 


The Balance of Stock at China, in favour of the Company, made up to March, 1 809, 
East India House, 

8th April, 1810. (Errors excepted.) 


No. 


View of the Company's Projit on the Company’s Indian and China 



INDIA. 




YEARS. 

1 OlAG GO.VJ’. 
Customs, Fj eight, and Charges, 
including 

Commercial Chaigcs 
in Iinliji 

not added to invoices. 

Sale 

Amount. 

Profit. 

Loss. 

1 807-8 ...... 

L. 

1,7 26,112 " * 

L . 

1,310,*1 > 

L. 

L. 

416,197 
69, 8j 3 

i .908-9 


1809-10 

J ,04 / # 

2,1 25,990 

1 , f At y! ■’) 1 

’ 


2,2.rl ,1 6 1 

1 50,, 1 / 4 

.... 


. , . . 

- 


480,020 


Sale Amount, India, 1807-8 - 

Do. upon an average for the years 1808-9, and 1809-10. 

Bettei , latter period L. 


1,810,21 > 
9,005,959 
* 695,71 A 


' East India House, 8tli Aptil, 1810, 


(Errors excepted.) 
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between India and China, and England, for the years 1 806-7 and 1 807-8 (Eng^nd.) 


Boss 

Oil 

Exports. 

Total 

Supplies. 

Imports : 
Imports • 
Amount, 

L. 

estd. 60,000 

L. 

4,243,920 

1 /,. 

2,739,053 

estd. 60,000 

5,131,365 

2,502,170 

, 1 20,000 

9,425,285 

5,2*11,223 





Commercial 
Charges in India 
not added 
to Invoices. 


181,640 
[estd. 180,000 


861,640 


Total 

Imports. 


L. 

2,920,693 

2,682,170 

.7,602,863 


Imports, 

less. 


L. 

1,323,227 
2, 409, *195 


3,822,422 


Balance against India, brought np i 4 , 

Add— OfficeA on furlough, to 1st March, 1809 
Passage Military . Do. 

Political Charges, included in charges general 

Do. . Do. . in Accounts of freight and demurrage 
Paid agents in England, produce captured spices sold at Canton 
Interest on sums pi ovisionally adjudicated the creditors of the 
Nabob of Arcot . .... 


L. 

324,140 

195*304 

406,049 

151,831 

9,714 

7,138 


L. ■ 

1,928,487 


1,093,685 


Balance against India in 2 years, 1S0G-7, and 1807-8. (England) . L. JJ, 017, 172 


is Tales, 3,919,819, or at Gs Sd. the Talc .l\ 1 ,006,606. 

Cuas. Cartwright, 

Acct. Gen. 


S. 


investment ; Jiom the years 1807-8, to the years ISOQ-IO, inclusive. 


CHINA. 


TOTAL. 


Total Cost, 



Total Cost, 




Customs, 

Sale 

Profit. 

Customs, 

Safe 

Profit* 


Freight and Charges. 

Amount. 


Freight, and Charges. 

Amount. 



L. 

• 

L . 

1 L ’ 

• /.. 

1 L. 

t 


2,849,940 

3,846,7 56 

996,816 

4,576,352 

5,156,971 

•80 619 


2,925,630 

3,988,2 QJ 

1,062,637 

4,753,207 

5,746,021 

992,814 


2,578,374 | 

3,723,116 

1,144,742 

4,702,364 

5, 977,280 

1,274,916 


Coas. Cartwright/ . 

Acct. (Sen, 
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No. 




, Stock , per computation , 


To bonds bearing interest ..... 

To bonds not bearing interest . . . . 

To bibs of exrbmge unpaid, fiom China 
To . . do . from India 

To custom* and excise on goods sold, and customs on goods unsold 
To the hank, tor a loan on mortgage of the annuities that may he cold 
of 17-S 

To . do. . for a loan on bond ..... 

To . do . for intei ert on the above loans, to Sth March 
To freight and demurrage ..... 

To supra ciigoe-, commission on all goods sold and unsold 
To proprietors of priv: te trade cm aU gowis sold 
To almshouses at Poplar ..... 

To what owing for exports of former seasons 
To ditto to the warehouse cout »u gent fund 
To warrants passed the court unpaid .... 

To what owing foi teas returned by the buyers, and rc-sold 
To interr-t on oonds ...... 

To di v* • end* v\. jtock ...... 

Towliat paid hv the .V venturers, being 87^ percent on h. ?,200 000 . 2. 
To additional capital Sold to do. . 1.75 . . 600,000 . ! 

To . do. . in 17 sf) . ' 1 7 1 . t,00'\000 . 1 

To . do. . in 1703 .SOD . • 1 ,000,0- XJ . 2, 


per act 



l>/>, >0,000 • 7 ,780,004)! 


Q icca Rtipece. 

Tobalunrr of quick tr < k ngn’ii** the compa- 
ny a' K.»n;,d, mule up to iln July, 1 806. t \ 50/) 7^41 
Add exftdici^i. to tgypt,Jtc.in.*luded 

in die home si CLurnt . . 1,10,60,610 


Sicca Rupets 


II ',1*56,590 


Current Rupee*' . i 3,3 1,65,6 H 

the sum gi» r on by hud Clive, 

forc-c r.sdtutmga I’.uJ.i^ry fund l],5o 1 '?20 
cargoes .'ispct' bed h*r Eng- 
land, th f mv. decs of v .neh , are 
dated ivincc the do*e oi the 

v ] L.Cjv tiu-ft . 77.12-942 



• 

i uricr.t Rup'*e~ . 1 *,23,29 JuSa 2/d. i.. 16,012,0461 

Deduct biibcf exchange drawn since the clo*e of Lhe quick stock I ,',*09.174 

Bombay Rs. 

By balance of quick stock against the Company 

at Bombay, made up to the 8-Kh Apt 1, i'X"j. I ,82,80,102 
Add cargoes dispatched lor .England, the 
iiuoice? of which are dated since the 
close of the quick stock - 3,5V, 280 


Bombay Rupees . 1,86 31,382a 2/G £.2,528,922 

Ceduct bills of exchange di awn on England since the close of the 

quick slotik , . .... 223,199 


L. 


4,900,000 

15/117 

562,469 

2,241,044 

753,697 

700.000 
100,0(X) 

10,666 
336,200 
134 660 

322.000 
69,544 

164,990 

19,633 

68,000 

971 

90,902 

67,7.95 


7,730,000 


14,802,372 


2,105,72$ 


35,045,633 


Hast India House, 
March 23, 1810. 


(Error# excepted.) 

Cha*. Cartwright, 

Accoua;am*GeneraI, 
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9 . 

on the 1st March , 1S10 €r. 


Bv wlv.it clue from government to the Company . , , , 

By cash, its balance on tlie 1st March, ! H 10 . . • . 

J5y tht* .mount of goods sold not paid tor • 

By ihc him. Bojirtl of Ordn nee, uu ba’rpctre delivered 
By the value of gyods in Anglund, unsold . . . . 

By balance of quick s*ock m favour t ,} the company ;.t Fort St. George* 
made up to oOih April. ISO*). . . Pagoda*., 5*1, a 8. 2, 1 78,21 * 

Add lolls of cvJiangc •I’-.iw.i on Lnpl.md since tin* 

c! )6e oG^hc quick Muck . . J . L"j,:M 3 j 

Military stores, not minified in the quick Uoi I:, zl c per * 

memorandum uf floating stock . . . j 

71 ,0'Vjl 


By balance of quick stock in favour of tlie Company at EAicooTn mule 
up to 30th A pul. }809 * . .Spanish Dollars 919,1.29 a 5. 

By balance ol quick stock in favor r of the comp .tiy nt Ihnice of W,5u*s’ 
Island, made up to Doth April. JSt.S . &pa:ii*h JJn' : ns 7f 2,319 «*. .7 
By balance of la^t books in f ivoui of ihc Comp my at Ft. Helena, 

dated 3(Jih September, 1808 .... L. 180/317 

Add bills of exchange drawn on England .huce the lo-..*of 

the books . . . . . t2 1 /i4>* *j 

• i 

By balance of quick stock in favour of the Company at C'hbn. made up to! 

‘‘2d M *rch, 1 899 . . . 7 4 "/ j 

By balance of quick stock in favour of the Coup, my at the ( ipe of Good] 
Hope, made up to list August, 1 8L9 • ku Dollar* M,5I2 a 4. and 

2' * per cent premium. 

By cargoes from England, not ariived in India ar.d China at the dates of the! 
several quick stocks ....... 

By export* paid for, exclusive of bullion, 1R09-10 . . . 

By impress and war allowances, paid owners of elcpsnot arrived i:i E lgLmd 
/By the value of ships, sloops, and vessels, exclusive of tliOjC stationed abioa) 
By the value of tlie East India House and Warehouse-! 

By what the ( oinpanv paid tar their r«cad stork in India 
By Vvd.at due from government for stores and supplies to his in a testy’s troops 
73y what owing from sundiy persons returned from In ha, and in India, toj 
be re-paid in England . . . j 


L. 

1*207,560 
654 If ,7 
58 0/1.71 
41/250 
6.3u: con 


2,214,802 


130,70:'- 


208,004 


1,451.640 


1 4,OS r < 

2,580,619 
!,'.9i>,0P5 
4.' 59,679 
79,140 
1,129,000 

400.000 

960.000 


1 9,57 ‘2 


Balance against 


f i.j 


19 y :-8 576 
15 107. 5 JT 


J .( 55 0 4E(’83 

^ irmsi 8 —jw** 

Ahmor-ifuium ; 

In the above account, the article cf d ad stock is valued c/l LA DC ,000; vvlucu 
includes buildings and foitilications, pUte, househn’d turnituic, jC.m.itions hums, *ioi>t)i, 
vessels, store--, and other articles of dead stock, aivouiuig to loivi L\»m Ipliiu’s award i:i tlie 
year 1702. Whereas the whole of the sums of money carpi .Am in Inukengp and loui'i- 
cations, by the, latest advices from iho kompauy’s scvci .d settlements tor the ncquUitin* 
and maintenance of their possessions, and the luarcoi estimated value of other articles of 
dead stock, is as follows: 


• 

• 

Buildings 

and 

fortifications 

*4: re, Houeebol i, 1 ur 
main , Jfi lut.itums, 
Farms, S'oops, 

Ve sell, Steves, &c 

TOTALS. 

At Bengal 

Tort St. George, and 
Bombay, and 

Fort Marlbro, and 
St. Helena 

Fort Cornwallis 

1 • 4 

subordinates 
. do. 

$ do. 

» . 4 

• r • 

J ,. 

5,494.554 
1,8 10 052 
1,12. 093 
243,040 
4.5,68 7 
03,4'S 

i,. 

1,490,1 1 4 

4 17,798 

852,091 

74,514 

93,912 

11,624 

Lj, 

6, 990,409 
2,288,4 SO 
1,477,784 
8i8,181 
137,597 : 
75,102 


4 .L. 

<*i 


2,476.683 

11,237,6*5 
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No. 10. 


Number and Ex pence of King's Troops in India, officers included. 



BENGAL. 

MADRAS.. 

BOMBAY. ^ 

TOTAL. 


Number. 

Expence. 

Number 

Expence. 

Number. 

Expence. 

Number. 

Expence. 

1797 ... 

L. 

3,019 

L. 

126,S15 

/ . 

7,948 

I. 

290,356 

I. 

1,174 

L. 

61,524 

L. 

12,141 

L. 

478,695 

1798 ... 

2,873 

164,557 

6,121 

247,286 

1,723 

73,268 

10,717 

485,111 

1799 ... 

2,870 

172,926 

7,875 

#-’29,121 

3,069 

167,634 

13,814 

G69,681 

1800 ... 

3,601 

197,437 

6,412 

269,702 

3,107 

156,393 

13,150 

623,522 

3801 ... 

3,7 48 

220,246 

8,248 

320,678 

1,565 

106,463 

13,561 

647,387 

1802 ... 

3,307 

178,252 

8,800 

316 880 

2,905 

169,593 

15,012 

694,725 

IS03 ... 

4,031 

214,980 

8,737 

375,705 

3,703 

1 96,600 

16 471 

787,285 

1804 ... 

4,005 

223,915 

8,145 

376,036 

2,701 

152,522 

14,851 

752,473 

IS05 ... 

4,625 

253,102 

8, 0£3 

370,314 

2,282 

105,323 

14,970 

728,769 

L806 ... 

5,512 

280,980 

7,829 

342,168 

3,83 1 

176,954 

17,175 

800,102 

1807 ... 

5,037 

305,587 

8,586 

368,885 

8,673 

178,969 

1 7,295 

853,441 


Tins calculation is made upon the number in India, on 30tli April in each year; the 
expence according to the stations at that period, either in garrison or otherwise. 

The expence of horses for the cavalry, is not included ; it is not practicable to distin- 
guish this from the charges made tor the Native Cavalry. 

According to the foregoing statement, the extra expence of troops, beyond the numbe** 
allowed by act of Parliament, £10,7*27) is calculated as follows ; 


• The number in 1798 ia nearly the same. 


The expence is i . 



L. 485,000 

Exce^g in 1799 

L. 

184,570 

1800 


138,411 


1 801 | • . . 


162,276 


1802 . . 


209,614 

tr 

1803 


802,174 


1804 


267,362 


1805 


243,658 


1806 


314,991 


1307 . . < 


868,441 


TWal 



L. 2.19J.497 

• 


Exclusive of interest on the annual excess of expence. 


Sast India House, 

8th April, 1810. (Errors excepted.) 

W. Wmout, 

Auditor of India accounts. 






STATE PAPERS. 


33 1 


No. ll. 

Amount of Indian delt at several periods. 


1st May 1793 

1st May 1799 

1st May 1802, deducting redeemld by sinking funds 
1st May 1806, do. do. do. 

1st May 1807, do. do. do. 

1st May 1808, do. do. do. 

1st May 1809, do. do. do. 


L. 

7,971,668 
12,81 1,863 
18,350,873 
28,538,804 
30,244,341 
32,007,819 
30,876,788 


N. B Current rupees at fs. 

Pagodas at 8s^and Bombay rupees at 2s. 3d. each. 

If the total of debts stated in current rupees i^i No. 16. presented annually to Parliament, 
were converted into pounds sterling at the rale of two shillings the current rupee, the 
amount would appear to differ materially from this account •which arisesfrom the mode of 
converting pagodas and Bombay rupees into current rupees, which has been adopted in 
preparing the debts as by the paper, No. 16, annually piesented to parliament, by which a 
larger amount in current rupees is produced than by the rates used in the present account. 

(Errors excepted.) 

East India House, Wm. Wright, 

8th April, 1810, Auditor of India decounts. 


No. 12 . 

Revenues and charges in India , and interest on debts , from 1/93-4, to 1808-0, 
with the estimate for 1 8 O 9 - 1 0 , 


At 

Total Revenue. 

TotalCharges. 

Interest on debts. 

Net Surplus. 

Net deficiency 

1793-4 . 

8,276,770 

7,. 

6,066.923 

526,205 

L. 

1683,642 

L. 

1791-5 . 

8,026,193 

6,0 83,507 

439,410 

1505,276 

— 

1795-6 . 

7,886,093 

6,474,247 

420,103 

971,443 

— 

1796-7 • 

8,016,174 

7,081,190 

418,290 

486,691 

— 

1797-8 

8,059,879 

7,411,401 

603,507 

44,971 

— 

1798-9 . 

8,652,032 

8,417,812 

759 326 

525,106 

1799-1800 

9,736,670 

8,998,153 

1,070.634 

• . 

332 117 

1800- 1 . 

10/185,057 

10,405 ,500 

1,221,108 

. 

1,141.551 

1801 2 

12,163,590 

11,023,453 

1,531,482 


391,345 

1802-3 . 

13,464,537 

11,043,108 

1,577,882 

843,547 

— 

1803 4 . 

13,273,014 

13.001,083 

1,499,154 


1,227,193 

1801-5 . 

14,949,897 

14,548/435 

1,768,410 

. 

1.367,178 

1 805 6 . 

15,108,411 

15,561,330 

2,243,(A2 

. 

2,401,531 

1 806-7 

14,513.975 

15,315,411 

2,452,545 , 


3,253,981 

1S07-8 

15,669,902 

13,626,116 

2,414,127 

. 

370,341 

1808-9 

15,525,091 

13,187,735 

2,468,637 


131,28! 

1809-10 esti. 

15,655,984 

13.609,490 

• 

• 

2,466,300 

• 

• * * 

119,806 


The charges are the amount brought to account in the year, as by buJget accounts, Nos. 
2,5. and 8. 9 

The interest includes what was paid on the sums redeemed by the sinking funds : if this 
interest were included from the account, the result in the last three years would be as 
follows : 

1807- 3 • . . Net deficiency 130,901 

1808- 9 Net Surplus. . - L. 138,123 

1809- 10 do. do. . . 88,003 


East India blouse, 
8th April, 1810. 


(Errors e> :epted.) 


Wm Wright, 
Auditor of India Accounts- 
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The select committee appointed to en- 
quire into the present sl.u of t!ie utiiihs 
or the East India Comprnv, and to re- 
port the same, as it si ad appear to 
them, to the house, with iiu.ii olmr- 
vations thereupon; and also to report 
tlieir proceedings, from time to time, 
to the house , amir to wuom the p»tnh>n 
of the united company of mcitw nils of 
England trading to t ! ie Ea^i Indus, was 
referred ; — hare, pursuant *,» toe order, of 
tlie house, cx.umntd toe in mer> to them 
referied: ami have agiccd upon tin* fol- 
lowing report : 

Your committee having hi en diirctrdto 
examine the matter of a ptii.'ru from the 
East India company, whu h wa>pvcsenicd1o 
the house on th< 1.3th of A writ rave accor- 
dingly required such evidem i t*» !'e p» educed 
to your committee, as mighi <mbir It em to 
decide on the allegations contained m tik.it 
petition. — flic sevtial accounts, v. hn*h me 
hereunto mini \ed, have accoidingly bc< ii 
laid btferc them, and tram thus. dueunu m**, 
as wdl asficm tin examination of iluae- 
couHtant-£r< liiiul and the auditor of the com- 
pany, as to tin ir correctness, time nn;;s 
to be no iciiMmalde groimu fm dcnbfimj the 
act nracy of tin statement < 011 !. urn .1 in the 
petition, «!s t 1 t»« l,n “c iimou. t of bibs 
drawn on i *•< <\ . 1 : ! • e :.ns on ac- 

count of the eor.p.ar \ r. h. m India, and 
the heavy io^cs whit ii the co.>n\ui\ have 
sustain, d in tin ir skipping d .«i. c < .c I :*t 
tiro years. The sum of 711 . 1 .W. when 
appeals by the act omit of those lo*- s to 
lone been die value of t« e Jiijim ward- 
bound cargoes, is explained to in t iu* prime 
cost of the goods, wimh, of rmu-c. might 
have be' ii < xpict d to realize W the com- 
pany a sjim eoiisidi rably 1 arm r, at fir de- 
ducting the lYi iglit and olhtr cJ.arg» '. 

The estimate of u'-*ipt\ and paymnts 
of the East India Company, to tm 14 
March, 1311, and Uieac« Mini of th« n* pio- 
perty in England, "‘ami .d!o d out vard, 
which -hew s .1 balance in tle ii ? favm.i of 
4,3 li',1 E>/. are tv o of the 'iccoiiet . an- 
nually laid hetbre pa) burnt nt, and which 
lwn c accordingly hern pi canted to the 
house, and lcftiicd toyom coinn utter. 

It having Incn dated in afoiimr icport, 
that a reasonable ixpeitution might be 
entertained of a eoisideiah.'e duniuutioii 
in the amimil amount of bills on tin* Couit 
of Dinctois fiom China, inconsequence 
of arrangement ; which had been adopted 
for that pm pose, your conimittee have rea- 
son to believe, that those hope* haw been 
realized, and that the company's ticasury 
iu England is not likely t" be exposed again 
to the contingency of such heavy demands 
from China. 

It appears also by advices from India, 
that considerable progress had been made, 
particularly at Madras, in canying into 
effect an arrangement for converting the 


optional loans in India (or such portion of 
the debt as left to the creditor tin option 
of having it discharged either by eas- in 
India, or by bill's on Inc Court of f?iici> 
tors) into loan>, the intcnst of vvnicj», but 
not the piincipal, was payable, if required, 
b\ such bills, cvi England. Vn*»r eonimit- 
thehavt «o»’ bi < n able <0 obtain an accu- 
rate accounr of loose optional loans o-.t 
of the total amount of .«u:7(i,r of 
debt i'll the .30 ill \piil, t no, it is s'. t «pos<d, 
1h.it not le*s than Its, rui,*' >< ' was de- 
ni .ndablv* by hill on Ei.g ..no ftapp..U k> , 
hov ever, that at the two ^icsidC'Cie-. of 
Madr*s»ind 1'omhav, a consult cable s;.m, 
amouiMug probably to not Jess Than 

4,t,:H).00P/. had. previously to the 1st Oe- 

tolu 1 . bei n converted into a debt pay- 
.ible only in India . ami that a further sum 
of 1 , ; 1,?o7/. debt had been wholly dis- 
c.iargi d. 

Ymii coimi:it' , ee having considered it 
iu**” ulu ill them to cuqmie into tin; 
gunnels of flic aihgaticim tne p< ti»ion, 
that it would hr highly di n<uh <ada .n mis 
to t) e (u'mpauv at flu pirs< ul pt . n;d fn j.ibe 
money by inert asieg' ilu it e,a>3al sjoek, as 
t ii v aie b\ law authorized to do , have < x- 
SMirnd fi t t is.di man, and Oi piny chair- 
man, .'uni Clnrhs (iiMtif , tsipurt 1 , one of 
the diuvims, on that paitieohir pomt. 
f ii-vl..iv< mi. amt d veur emmuitt( > c, that 
ll»* Coni I of Dmciors ague wit^lliiini in 
tui'iM.'.'i e„e!i a ini .i-mc at till'* lime, and 
ii!iii< 1 Lit jiu's'ii t irt unul mces, would 
be i»i <3 Jv n< jni iocs to tie inleiest of tlie 
eomp.cu. 'S‘..e ev»d(itec o! tense g*'ntlc- 
meii w ii: bv f 'mnd 111 the Apptmiix, 

AI’^ENDIY : 

v i/. 

\o. 1. — \ mount of lulls of exchange, 
d. L. n n,’ toe (’-ue. t ( f f>iice!ois # 
nrp u ,1 oc fhc fsi vj p f aio, <m 
? mnteflndia d< ht .u*.d mteiest. 
Mo. ‘i. — rainfall' of i.ie loss sastdimd by 
iht eouii.aov, by tlie rapture and 
wreck oi Cupping i 3 )'-b and 
1 S'.);, p. 

No. 3. — l>hn. »te of lecrips aniUpayimnt'i 
f of do, iumi lsj March IbjOto *.-t 
» Mi. fell 1 1 1 1 . 

No. 1 . — ‘'h'tnm m of die debts and cicdits 
ot' the Em* Iii.L: company in 
I-Irtgl-.t'd, end sirtoai outward, 011 

• o i “5 da ■ of Mai eli loin. 

No. j. — EvjvaiKu.nn i«iiWve tq d tufts 
fiom C! ma upon England, .vnni* 
tin year i 

No. 6 . — Copy letter from the governor- 
general in council at Fort St. 
George to the Court of Diieetors 
in Ihc public department, ou the 
subject ef ffitRiices. 

No, 7.— Amount of imliao debt aftcverol 
period#. 
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No. 8.— Estimated amount of dibts in In- 
dia, on the 30th April J8(> ». 

No. 9.— KstmmUd amount of loans in In- 
dia, on JOtli April 1809. 

No. 10. — I’V'jiuuU’d amount of debts in In- 
6: », on 30th April 1809, since paid 
otl . 

No. 1 1. — Evidence of the ( hail man, deputy 
chairman, and one of the direc- 
tors. 

Appuidiv, \o. 1. 

Amount of bills of < xelumue, drawn on 
the com t, unpaid on the 1st March 1410, 
on account ot Indi.ai debt, and n (crest; 
shewing the amount that will fpll due 
before the 1st 1U1, and after- 

wai.ls. 


Amount of bills m ( \( i ange 
from liidi i mining on the 
company on the 1st ' t ,u eh, 
lhio, foi piiucipal and inte- 
rest of loans 2,'' r, 7,606 


Of which \vil4 fall due before 
the 1st March, 1811 /. 1,756,188 


due after the 1st March 1C1 1 • - - - 536,488 

• 2, ‘'92, 606 

Amount of bills of exchange ad!* 
vised tioin India since the 1st 
Match, U, 10 ..... 317,052 


Of which will become due pre- 
vious to the 1-t March, loll.- • 72,235 

Do. after 1st March, loll* • • • 244,787 


317,032 


jyemorandum — In the advices of bills of 
exchange received from 
•' India, the amount drawn 
for piineipal and inte- 
rest is not separated. 

(Errors excepted.) 

CliaS. C VKl VVHlCrllT, 
Accountant-General. 

East India House, 

2lst Apr-!, lhto. 


Appendix, No. 2. 

An estimate of the loss sustained ly the company , by the capture and wreck of 
shfbo'rig, :x.)7-8, and lbOk-g* 





Or go 

Car.o 

.vuvciices, iinpiesa, 
and 

Value 

1 OTAL. 




Homeward. 

Outwai d 

War contingencies. 

of Ship. 





E. 

- 

L. 

/. 

L. 

L, 

Walpole - 

- 

- 

3,235 


8,471 

\ m 

11,706 

Admiral Gardner 

- 

- 


21,759 

16 J 88 


37,897 

Eri.annia 

- 

- 

_ - 

57,091 

. 

60,729 

117,820 

r I ravers - 

- 

- 

. - 

o 

co 

7,990 

... 

14,558 

Eord Nelson - 

- 

- 

49,026* 

- - - 

14,442 

... 

63,468 

Experiment - 

- 

- 

5,292 

- - 

7,178 

. - - 

12,470 

Glory 

- 

- 

5,292 

- - . 

6,583 

- - - 

11,875 

188,915 

Culcutta,- 

- 

- 

124 452 

. . - 

14,463 


Btngal - 


- 

121 262 

. - 

14,339 


135,601 

Jane, Duchess of Gordon 

86 089 

_ . - 

14,51 


100,540 

Lady Jane Dundas 

. 

_ 

36 808 

- . . 

# 14 508 


51,316 

Europe - 

. 

- 

140,000 

. - - 

14,394 


154,398 

Streatham - - 

. 

_ 

140,000 

- . - 

14,502 


154,502 

Asia - - 

- 

- 

- 

28,565 

14,446 


43,011 



L. 

711,456 , 

113,983 
-» 

161,909 

60,729 

1,048,077 


(Triors excepted.) 

East India House # Chas. Cartwright, 

the loti) April, 1810 . Accountant-General. 


Append rv, No. 5- 

Estlmate of receipts and payments tfthe East India Company ; from the - 
March, 1 8 1 0 , to J s[ May ch , J 8 1 1 . 


Cash in the treasury 1st March, * L . 

1810 (Morning) including duty 

on tea 654,167 

Company's goods, sold, and to be 
sold 5,735,35 1 


Honourable board of ordnance, 

for salt pet re 143,450 

Private trade goods, sold before 

1st March, 1810. 307,000 

Charges and profit on private 
trade 110,000 
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Freight on Do 

Ditto of hemp imported, and 
to be imported on account 

of government...; 

One year's inteiest, at 3/. per 
cent, per annum, of 
1 ,207,5591. 15*. the com- 
pany’s share of the annuities 
transferred to the bank, 
agreeably to act of par- 
liament 


100,000 

156,000 


5 6,2*6 


Balance deficient, 1st March, 
1811 


1.7,212,191 
2,033,9 18 


Customs 

Duty on tea 

Freight and denmirage 

Goods and stores exported... 
Bills exchange, from India 
mid China 


105 , 9 . 1 ? 

626,807 

1,163,600 

1,829,791 

2,518,421 


Charges, general, including 


supra cargoes commission, 

interest on loans, &c 756,600 

Dividends on stock, and in- 
terest on bonds 875,000 

Bonds advertized to be paid 

off. . 15,417 

Pay to marine and military 
officers on furlough and 

retired from sen ice 170,000 

Warrants passed the court 

unpaid 68,000 

Buyers of tea, returned, 971 


Piopnetorsof private trade.... 322,000 


/. 9,281,142 


(El rors excepted.) 

Chas. CARTWRIGHT, 
Accountant-general. 

East India House, 

16th March, 1810 . 


Appendix, No. 4. 

A statement of the debts am! credits of the East India company in England, ami afloat 


outward, on | he 1st d«i> of Muicli, 1610. 

To bonds bearing interest X., 4,000,000 

To bonds not beating interest J">,417 

To bills of exchange unpaid from China . 361,169 

To ditto India 2,241,014 

To customs and excise on goods sold, add customs on goods unsold . . . 7 .>.‘5,697 

To the bank, fora loan on mortgage of the annuities that maj be sold . . . 700,000 

To ditto . for a loan on bond 100,000 

To ditto . for interest on the above loans 10,666 

To freight and demurrage 33o,:oo 

To supra cargoes commission on all goods sold and unsold 1 3 l,ot>0 

To proprietor* of private trade, on all goods sold : . 322, 000 

To almshouses at Poplar . 69,514 

To what owing for exports of former seasons 161,090 

To ditto . . to the wart house enntingt nt fund ' 19 , 03.1 

To warrants passed the court unpaid 68,000 

To what owing for teas returned b\ the havers, and resold 97 1 

To interest on bonds 90.902 

To dividends on stock 6 7,7 9 j 


L. 10,9,57,083 
Balance in favour . . 4,842,145 


L. 15,199,233 


By what due from government to the rompany X,. 1,207,560 

By cash, its balance on 1st March, 1810 654,167 

By the amount of goods sold, not paid for 580,351 

By the honourable board of ordnance, for 'saltpetre delivered . . . 41,250 

* By the value of goods in England unsold 6,365,000 

* By cargoes from England, not arrived in India and China at the 

dates of the several quick stocks \ , 2,530,619 

By exports paid for, c xclusive of bullion 1,196,095 

* By impress and w ar allowances paid ow ners of ships not arrived in 

EnglqinJ ... 436,679 


*•* To the above were annexed, (No, 5.) explanation relative to drafts from China upon 
England since the year 1808. No. 6.) copy of a letter from the governor -general 
,©n the subject of finances. I No. 7.) amount of Indian debt at several periods. (No. 8.) 
estimated amount of Indian debt, 30th April, 1809, Total 30,876,788. (No. 9.) 
estimate of Indian loans at the last-mentioned date. (No. 10.) estimate of the amount 
pf Indian delifs paid off, since the 30th April, 1809. (No. 11.) evidence of chairman 
and deputy against the policy of increasing Indian stoefc. 
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By the value of ships, sloops, and vessels, exclusive of those stationed 


abroad 79, 1 to 

By the value of the East India house and warehouses 1,1*9,000 

By wliqt due front government for stores and supplies to his majesty’s 

troops f * 960,000 

By what ow ingfrom sundry persons returned from India, and in India, 

to be repaid in England * 19,372 


(Errors excepted.) 
East India House, 1 till April, 1810. 


1.1 6,199 ,233 
Chas. Cartwright, 
Accountant-general. 


Report of the select committee on the 
affairs of the East India company to 
llic House of Commons. 

The utmost diligence which your coin- 
piiitec have been enabled to bestow upon 
a subject of such extensive detail, as an 
inquiry into “ the present state of the 
affairs of the East India Company, " would 
jiot have been sufficient for its lull investi- 
gation within the pciiod which lias elapsed 
since their appointment, even if many 
of the most neeessaiy documents, as to 
the state of the company's affairs in India, 
lead not been received so recently as to 
pieelude the possibility of their bung ex- 
amined with a degree of accuracy, eaie and 
attention, which the complicated nature, 
not less than the importance of tuc subject, 
indispensably requires. Your committee 
are still engaged in the consideration of 
the va lions matters comprehended ill 
the <r ( neral object of their inquiry , and will, 
t'l om time to time submit their observations 
thereupon to the bouse : but in conse- 
quence of the petition which the company 
have pr» Milled to the house, and wlii. lt 
have been icferred to vonr committee, they 
haw deemed it advisable, in the first in- 
stant e, to adu it to the allegations of that 
petition, including not only those which 
4 efer exclusively in the balance claimed by 
the company asow ing to them by the public, 
but also such as relate to the general state 
pf affairs, and to report upon the same, 
as the progress which your committee 
l;,iw been enabled to make in their inquiry, 
litis, in their apprehension, justified the ob- 
servations which they now offer to the 
consideration of the house. # * 

Your committee, finding it stated in the 
petition from the company, as one of the 
causes from which the present ymbarrass- 
mciit in their pecuniary concerns had 
aiisrn, that a large balance of debt re- 
mained due to tliem from the public, on 
account of vaiious cxpciiccs incurred for 


expeditions to the French, Dutch, and 
Spanish scttlenn nts in the Indian seas, and 
fo Egypt, have pi acceded, in the first 
instance, on* the investigation of the 
account between the public and the com- 
pany. Your committee find, that in the 
report made by a former committee upon 
this subject (Ap. No. .5), on the 26th day 
of June, ]805, and now rcfeired to your 
comniiitcc, the several heads of charges 
upon which the claims preferred on behalf 
of li t* company, were founded, are arran- 
ged in the following manner, in three 
classes, aeeoidiug to the nature of the cir- 
cumstances and transactions out of which 
they have respectively arisen. The first 
class composed of such heads of charge 
ns should tall into the opinion of the com- 
mittee framing that report, exclusively on 
the public ; the second, of such as should 
be borne exclusively by the company ; and 
the third, consisting of charges, to be di- 
vided equally between both parties : 

Fiist class, chargeable to the public. 

“ An account of expcnces incurred by the 
East India company in Tndia and En- 
gland, for the intended expedition to 
the French islands, and for the ex- 
pedition against, and supplies to the 
Cape of Good Hope.” 

“ An account of expcnces incurred by 
the East India company, for the in* 
tenth it expedition against Manilla.” 

Ci An account of the expcnces incurred by 
the East India company, for the 
purchase of vessels for his majesty’s 
navy, u pairs to king’s ships, &c. 
u An account of the expcnces iucurred 
by the East India company, by the 
capture of the Danish settlements in 
India, in 1801.” 

“ An account of the extraordinary ex- 
pcnces incurred by the East India 
Company, by the expedition to Eygypt.” 


* The debt from government for stores and supplies to troops, expeditions, &e. is 
taken at the sum stated to be due on 1st M»< '*!», 1808, deducting then. from 1,500,0001. 
received from government since that period ; which sum was voted in consequence of 
the first report of the select committee on the affairs of the East India Company. A» 
the committee in this report state their having suspended, for further examination, such 
parts of the pay office demands as have been objected to on the part of the company, 
and as a diffe rence of opinion subsists on the adjustment of tire other parts of the com- 
pany s claims, the account is consequently still open for further investigation. * 1 
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over and above the charge of the 
troops in India.” 

tc Ci > Ion balance of property, Denmber 
1801, and remittances from India sub- 
sequent to that date : also tht expence 
of the cap tine of the said island. 7 * 

Second class, chargeable to the company. 
w An account of the expend s inclined by 
the 1,;M India company, in con- 
sequence of’* u ions captures inn>irfiom 
the Fr< ri i. and I latch on the Penin- 
sula of India, including subsume 
of prisoner 

u Ail account of the King's troops in India,, 
be yond the number autncn/ed hv acts 
of pailiuniciit.” c 

Third class to be equally cbvid; d. 

** An account ot the expi m*c inclined ?>y 
the capture and m.iinti main of ]\)a- 
liicca and the Molucca*, .'."<1 for the 
mamb rui <•" of Ceylon, cbducnng the 
pi out on '•pits*.* 

The said npoit furth*/ states the de~ 
snunhialion of di.it cnmn/tri conn iiung 
the rales „f Inti lot to be allowed upon the 
votaI nin'* aptviriin: on the different 
aides of the ;u coin.*, a* follows : 

** \ out committer lntv c thought n iea- 
smmMe, that ti e company ’s c hums m# fin 
.a-* lh< y arise fiorn an c\pi ndiiui e, e* i ; icd on 
in India byleai s mordliu rc. hot. Id be n:«id»* 
«p vvi»h the rate of mteu t paid by ?'.•* com- 
pany abroad for tin* loan oft c \«ar in 
which the i\ pence w;r. artaa.ly incuimi ; 
<Ufl that the puynui.'lrr m mrat's account 
should b’ or inierc t uccomI »b> the i.itr 
1 >ukI by ji't pnidir fm roomy in lairepe, 
/«i the ^eM'un* y ears m which the d"m„nih* 
have arcu, cd ; cndil : * given m, ilu oh.cr 
.**de oft: e at c. r.it on idl p..y nn nts hib.t i (o 
molt- b\ l!ie p ibfic, in dr' l:.r\,< of lln'-c 
*u m.iefn, or tin '‘amende of hid.,.* 1 ml. - 
r( as ihnt C;L*itid I* the cenip -:m ’ 

'i \ . non f t u sl./i - tl'c opinimi of the 
*cid coujiieim, th.it . ie» f.»i a- lluyean 
/'Ik, a bvih.m r s-i about € g, »«>*'.' ■-<(!. 
w *n I i be (iv i..t, by :!. • public t i l.n ( mo- 
ps ny, ;u » t'j'dme m t!>c mode of •* "ssti.ii* 
and inrihm^ up the iicr-usni .’ini'i.i pi - 
tiiUd, i r J tbi! the .‘.no el 1 
r>‘ ;d s./t; p,. \(/vd by t'e, la /h- om 

Jo : ,'iit. I'lit il M.|S oliMO ’ll 11* the s hi* 
p«f)(il, tii. I the eeeonn'* nn the 

e, >«.o*l r;l tm >. id cnrnimtict (in n ; ml 
r-' ‘ e ainoent of v'l.iit might provt doe to 
tin cartip.i-iy , bci n foci. did, would ’.e- 

yn 1 ' it'.’ on, and :l was 1 ceomnu ndt d, 
V. ai. an arc million; • hnmd bt nommup d on 
fit part of the trcfisury, and anoilur on 
toe pmt of the connmiu, to examine and 
m ;Ue up the recount recording to the prm- 
ir'pfci therein specified, pi evious to the tiiiid 
iKdauct 1 being discharged ,and it was also 
fUrdiigly recommended, that frequent and- 
tfaiJy adjustments of accounts should take 
place between the public* and the company. 


Your committee find, that .^he $am of 
1,000,0001. was dccordinglv voted in that 
session of paiiiament, and paid to the 
coinpauy, and that, in conformity to the 
lecomnicndation contained in the said re- 
port, accountants were named on the part 
of the public and the company rcspec- 
livcly, tor the purpose tlumn mentioned^ 
whoappiai to liaxt intend w ithont delay 
upon tin* duties assign > t \ to them. The 
disc'll v sious vvi ii htookpliif'e betwi in them 
on t.ic M'hjcct uf the se aci will be 

found in tii" Appo’dix i ?\o. \ ). 

Your i cm o.ifce i::i ( t at, in the session 
ofjj On, anclhir .'Min of l,lX)0,oi>(>l. was 
xi t** 4 <t u> part lotrn eomnanv ouaceomit j 
it appealing by a httei fiom Mi.AVitt- 
x\ir, the aceontitci.t n. nied by the lords 
< ommisMom is id tl.i t»r,isur\ on the part, 
of tile pu.biic, to fueige Hariisf/ii. esq. 
ihited L >t ii day' of .fi.».e, tb< >0, ^wliieik 
!cn< r isiefined to yom cona litfciv flmt 
although, for ti cuin pas ticnlarly 

deiaih d, no final adju^tmi lit of accounts 
could at that lime he made hi I ween the 
paid, r and the comp, my, tm i, ‘Innate ba- 
1 .nee due to the luttci would he found to 
iMetdth.it oun. 

Your cominitUe find, that ndditional 
I’laiui'. and demand', have amen hotwcoif 
the public and the company, Mdisequcut 
to the m port of ihox, above alluded lo. 
some ofuhieli e acerued from a con- 
inuntioM to .i I’utlir period of accounts 
Jiiid loads of -’i.uee then <\i-ting, and 
otiuii fiom (iitici*‘.t < , ne , iii\stanee.s and 
transai tion, 5 wlnen h..tc .once oecuned. 

You* c'.mic.Tttce have apjdh'd, to those 
of’ the foiuo r <l( seiiption, the ptiiuipies 
vi.irli thi y fcuud laid down in the npoit 
1o(».T>, T'.e following (liaiges which 
ha\c glow ti cut i> f new i:u!!ir Miice that 
i * pot t, they l/ive agiei tl, utter <hu con- 
Hih i ato-c, to ip. hide i?i the first classy as 
pav ah’e by the pi.idi.: — 

l’.\' , m i s inni.rol in T;idia on account 
of the (-iiiuc.‘e -etUos at Ti imdad. 

h' v yet.ei s ireamd on account of the 
< xp. i.hlion to the C\»pt T>f Good Hope, in 
ih" >. 

.Supphcs toi the expedition aguin.it Bue- 
nos Vyiv.'. 

You. committee arc of opinion, that 
the eii.ugr nf piisoiu rs of war taken at sea 
by h's n, a,, sty’.*, ships, vlmli does not 
appear to n.tiv* been particularly noticed 
by ih" * inuiMtec of lfi() >, om:lit to be 
<h fiay ed liy the 'p n hbe, c^pdcially as the 
jnmeiple on which thus claim Is founded, 
seems to be recognised and admitted in the 
act of 179J, dhup. jg. sect. 1‘J7. 

Yuiir committee find that a new demand 
lias also been brought forward on the part 
of the public against the company for vic- 
tualling stores furnished for the company's 
service by the commissioners of victualling, 
or thei» age ntu. 

(No. d). Yoar committee find, that the 
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gross demand of the company on the pub- 
lic, drawn up in conformity to what lias 
been stated, With interest computed to the 
1st of Match, U508, amounts, according to 
the best judgment which \o«r committee 
can now form (several of the items of such 
demand being stated upon estimate;, to-, 
the sum of H, 461,3511. and that the counter 
demands on the pait of the public, for ad- 
vances of cash upon account (including 
the two sums of 1 , 000 , 0001 . and 1,000,ouoi. 
mentioned in the former part of tin* rep'*, t) 
for disbursements by the pay ofliee, and 
for supplies furnished bv the victualling of- 
fice, with interest computer], to i lie* same 
period, amounts to 6 , 960 , 9 ig|. leaving a 
balance due to the company from the 
public of 1,600,4191. 

In the above sum of 6,960,01tl. h* inclu- 
ded the sum of ,8,0<K>,7 Oil. which is the 
amount of the claim of the pa) master -gene- 
ral on the company, including interest to 
the 1st of March, 1808, deducting tneic- 
from the sum of 4 i:>,7<ril. herein. dfei men- 
tioned. 

Your committee cannot adduci a spong- 
er instance of the m ci 1 *ity of urU ruling io 
the lccommeiidatum of the committee of 
1605. as 1o the tieqiunt adjustment of 
accounts between the pub.u ami tin* rom- 
panv, than the meic •MUnituI ( f a clan.i 
to so large an nnimi.l, and wim-h has 
tnoreovci beer. only oioiighfYorw ard at a 
period m> icctni, that ii I,. > been, .« ml for a 
considerable lone must br\impo *h« fj U furl he 
accountant to e\nmm' j i;> <k fad, a -id form 
an opjiiem < u lhe aecmary of ail toe tmai ge*. 
Tlici e i> cvriy i car »m t * iuiiivc tL.*t the 
objections wkieh h ivc aii e.idy been ingcd 
on the pail o* the company to the pay -office 
demands, and which u»c detailed jii the 
appendix ( Yo p. ) to tins ie,orf, <nc in 
general well founded, «\-peo, aliy a* their 
validity has been strongly comb med b> a 
return which was bud hefme voui com- 
mittee, fiom llu* office o. the adnnant 
general (No. 3), of lhe \\ neds duinig 
which the duici cut legi.iiiut- v ' .« cli.nee- 
ablo to the company , aim it i* very po -sl- 
ide that, eu furti.ei and moie minute 
examination by the accountants, other ob- 
jections will be disCi'Vci ed. On these c>m- 
sidorutious, )ouv committee have to <.n gift 
it reasonable to suspend for furitior ex- 
amination, such part of the pay offit e de- 
niand as has been specifically objected t<» 
on the part of the company, which amounts 
to the sum of 14:?, 7671. in concluding this 
part of the subject your committee have no 
hesitation in suggi sting the expodiency of 
repealing the cluuse in the act of 179.J (cap. 
oil. sec 1 28.) which enacts that the company 
shall be chargeable with all the recruiting 
and other expcnccs incut red in England, 
for regiments in India (which in practice 
has been found so difficult to adjust,) 
and substituting other provisions which 
might simplify the mode of stating the 

Voi.. 12. Z 


account, and consequently facilitate its 
frequent and early adjustment, and at the 
same time secure to the public an equitable 
compensation for that portion of its mili- 
tary expemlitiiic 

Your committee have annexed to this 
rcpoit, a copy of the account between the 
public ami tin* company, containing a de- 
tailed sUteme.it of the particular items of 
which the iwo Mims of 8,46 1,33 Ll. and 
(i, 960, PI id. are composed. 

(No. 4.) Your committee cannot, injus- 
tice to the compau), conclutK, this part of 
their rcpoit, without calling the attention 
of tlic limiMj to the remonstrances made 
against the mode adopted by the committee 
appointed in 1805 to take into conside- 
ration the account between the public and 
Kist India company, as tar as relates to 
the rxpener s im erred bv lhe capture and 
maintenance of Malacca and the Moluc- 
cas. and the iiMiiHinai.ee of Ceylon; a 
mode of decision by which claims' on the 
part of the company, to no less an amount 
than 1,972,9841. have be? ii set aside. 

The rrgmm nf - bv which these claims 
wire resisted and defended, and from 
which it K to In prcMiimd the adjustment 
in question took place, will ho found in the 
appendix (No 6.), and also a statement 
prepared by the court of directors con- 
nected with tin* same subject. (No. 7.) 

Your committee, under the order of 
rtTeiencc made to tueoi, have not thought 
tueinspives authorized to make observa- 
tions upon me principles on which the 
c onn:ii*t< c of 1805 ai.ungcd the claims of 
t*.«* i *) pa .iv. 

l oa. e .o’ ./.It'*' have, however, thought 
irtii'i! duty, u.uh r ad the one must anci^s. 
of tuc i t-c, to state t!ie amount oi what 
the e ujipn.iv .n Jin* am to lie tlcir just and 
u ij *•.‘. 1 1 Mu d dt m. md. 

J "lep< udeii.lv of the chum which the 
company have prr'-ned against the public, 
foi < -.pence* m uued n\ carrying into 
cx'.MOioo ike i.rdcis whic'i at different 
ti.m - n,re h'v'en tijiwniltcd to India, 
for #vp(iiit!OtN aciinst the setth incurs of 
M'cu Korop:. >ii powiis as have been cn- 
gogrd n» vv.ii with tk ; s country, and nlso 
to Egypt, y our committee observe, that in 
the- ;i , 'o\c*iiieii f »oiied petition vaiious cir- 
oiiinsl..u< e* i , 11 of which are connected 
wit!, tiled sdutt* ct wai in Europe, and in 
India') are w*pre«ented as the causes which 
have pioduccd file present ciiibaria.vuncni* 
in the company's atituts, and the grounds 
on which they pray for such relief as 
Parliament may think fit to grant. 

It will be evident from the examination 
of the several accounts contained in the 
appendix to this report, which exhibit 
a view of the company’s pecuniary con- 
cerns in England during the last ten years, 
when compared with the estimate for 
1808-9, that the deficiencies of the last 
and pifsent year have proceeded from? 
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causes which have been progressive in 
their operation, and that the state of 
affairs which those accounts now exhibit, 
is to be traced to a combination of various 
circumstances connected with the wars in 
which the company have been engaged in 
India, as well as with the general state* 
of warfare in which a large portion of Eu- 
rope has for a long pei iod been involved. 
Your committee have selected from the 
annual accounts of the company’s al fairs 
at home, which have been piesented to 
Parliament during the last ten years, a 
comparative statement of rt ocipts ami 
•payments in such ai tides as have expe- 
rienced, or admit of any eonMiloiablc 
variation in theii amount. It will apfie.it* 
from that act omit, tlmt die piexut defi- 
ciency may be ascribed principally to the 
following causes : — 

1st. To the diminished sale of the com- 
pany’s goods ; the sum estimated to lie 
received from such sales for the year 
1 t»08-P being W sr than the av< - 

rage of the ten preceding yeais . ‘vVidthP^ol. 
less than the aveiagr of the first rive years 
of that period; and 5h8,18Si. less than the 
average of the last five sears. 

It would had your committee much 
beyond the limits within which they pro- 
pose tj confine this icport, if t.cywric 
to cut( r upon the discussion of all tin 
caust s to w Inch the giadual decrease in t' e 
amount of the cuinpsir.v’s sales, din mg 
the last tm years, in iy possibly he ,is. 
ci'riicd. It will appeal, however, from t lie 
account of sales, dining that period, that 
in tiie article ot t*a, which' loin s a huge 
propoition of their whole trule, no dm.i- 
liution has taken place, but that it has 
chiefly omu • ed .n the uupnr s frou. Luiia, 
and p.riiculaily in the ditit mil d* snip 
tionel pit jc goods, The Lie- east d *.i»: 
sumption of cotton stuf.s mar udit tnied m 
Britain, and the at vantages ectntri 
to ncutial nations from the ;t 

which the ti.ioe to Iinua mi.st i.t s 
be cai’ietl on during \.;.i^ .» vu !l as toe 
ub'tn.i lions ins- pai ihu i*eni i.iii* .‘’.P** 
of" war v,lu;h has existed ,uii. h.tn iruci- 
n ission since tee leue.vr i ot t! ( coikmju’.s 
ei.aitii m i; •» , a»e the e.:u «•• t»» which, 
in the opinion of yeui cmr’Mtn e, if o 
dmmi'siieo s, 4l i* of Iimhui imptnis may 
piniCipaliy he atriibnl* d. 

Ijitiy. '1 o tie meu-.^ed expanse of 
freight and deiuunage of the company s 
shinpmg, tin* cstniudeU amount wf ti e sua.e 
fertile >'ar being i7u foil. liiuie 

than the average o; the ten piicidi"g 
years; ^76,71 jh more than th< awugeef 
the fust five yf-nis of th.<t pirit/d . and 
more than the a\ triage of the 
la:- 1 ir.ve years. 

,■ h i other tin; system now pursued by the 
crr.jp.iny, in the description of vessels 
have i een accustomed t > cm- 
' ; j /- rm-t economical to tneiu or 


the most beneficial to the country, or whe- 
ther it is calculated to withstand the com- 
petition of foreign nations* are points on 
which your committee are not yet prepared 
to pronounce ail opinion ; but which they 
consider to be of the highest importance, 
as they affect not only the commercial 
prosperity of the company, but the per- 
manent interest of the British empire, in 
the preset vatiou and exclusive enjoyment 
of a valuable portion of its trade. In 
< • .imatiug this chaigc, to which the com- 
merce of the company is exposed, from 
the late of freight, it must In* lecollecfed 
that the means of defence, and consequent 
security which the size and structure, of 
their ships atfoid to their valuable cargoes, 
and to the transport of troops and military 
stores, miM necessarily be included in any 
comparison between tin* picsent, and any 
other system which may be suggested. 

fully. To tii<* increased ..mount of bills 
of exchange drawn on the company in 
Enghmd, from India and China; the esti- 
mated amount of which, fin theyear ibOl-P, 
Ik mg 7V.i,l')Rl. moie than the av« rage of 
tin* ten preceding yeais, iV.M ,'j;ol. more 
than the ivcrage of t’ue lii«t live yeais «,f 
that pcrn.d,am1 nine hundred . udtveutv- 
eignt thousand < ight bundled ami fmt*.- 
fr,c pounds moie ft, au tiic <i\ri igc ot the 
last le »■ r.us. 

It is ouq’.fl 'tioiiahK to those heavy droits 
fioni India and (’l.ma mi the rnmpauv s 
tuoMiiy at In me, iliat the l.trgid portion 
of the (Ul'.it.uy in *.at'ir funds, duung the 
h>r ami p*.*-int iwir, must he axniled. 
Vi'Ui e< mi uWie h'ie been mfoiimd, tliat 
in cons ijuera e of ai »angucents w liieli t:ie 
C'ourt ot J>neelois li.nc adopted, and ol* 
onli is wi. uli Key Si.iv * ti atiMnittcd to 
fauna, t!ie amount < f bills from < lienee is 
nntlikdy toiimi.ie, and that in all pro- 
oi.hilitv it v> *11 fail con-idei ably below the 
a*i ri.gt of toi mei * eais. \ oiin , (>niin;thc 
h i \ < md In eii < raided to form any such 
expectant n witii legal d to the amount 
ef hi!K lion India., A ny uitei ruption m 
t!ie tramjmllity ut tii<’ company’s tcrritoi ies 
v\ oul<l c cite incieUM d demaiids on then 
tMusm v at home, which can only be ilhr- 
t* ally avoided by a suiplns revenue m In- 
•itia. The attuimm nt < t that ol»|i ol, either 
b> a riduction of expiuditure, or by ail- 
I n venue, oi by the operation of 

b t causes, is imlispc'us.inle to tin; 

n ...lino < n the company's "icdit and 
p»»wir in imli ■ ; and to this important sub- 
jret your roiumittve will, without delay, 
d;rect its must st nous atlentinn. 

You* committee, have routined theni- 
£i'.vtsii. this icport to a statement ol‘ tire 
puiicipid caust s which have produced the 
pr; si at delieicncy. Tht i c an j others, how- 
ivei, of interior amount, which have con- 
tributed to nugmuit it. The charge of 
payments to mihictry and marine ollicers 
ictired from the iiuvici, into been gra- 
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dually increasing for several years, ami 
aMiuiiiits now io a sum much beyond the 
( aJeuliition Which was formed of it when 
t!u' system w is first established. 

The addition to the company’s bonded 
debt has also contributed to .swell tin (Illicit, 
by the ini reaped charge for interest . 

- With toe view of e!i*|iurinst into the prnc 
ticability of u tiencliinent in cxp< mliturc, 
your committee u«i\e coin'd for the detail 
of* the article^ c.miprchcudcd mulrr i)»e 
head of “ eh.niu .* "< ’it » at,” uhic.i in f tie 
aggregate, amount'' aimnad , to a very con- 
sider;! l/c 'iii.n. 

As far as your eonnn:ttee haviA* t inves- 
tigated this uceomt,'t‘u*y i..»\e It tmfl no 
reason to believe that ’t is <vp d)!» of any 
mateiia) rcdaet'ori, lnit they pn.pon* to 
into a more deiaited ex-m'iea'ion of lee 
particular sntie.is i,f winch it consist". 
And eiitiitjmi'ig ti*i> intee*mn, t».e\ bn- 
la ar, a( prmin, ! ,iy i m 1 * In hm flu j1ou>c 
au> thin" nioie t uni an ah.-t-cc* of the 
account, .ind of its principal Mihdivisni.i* 
fo? the last tiiicc y .« 1 as it has hern pie- 
paml by tiieComi of Dmctois. 

The company Laving suited in their 
petition, that they <ud “pot pii'min to 
ieouc"t the interposition of toe Hui. se to 
it’d t!,em in tin ii pxseut einei ney , with- 
out at the same tune shewing then umpic"- 
tionahh ability to dcMiaigo all tlnirpn- 
sout debts in England, ami toScp •} vmI- 
e\er the lioipe may in it" v isdmu ti.mk 
lit to assist tin m with amt imvitu* sub- 
mitted to the 1 louse a "tatemept in tuat 


cd by the company, the estimated ba- 
lance in their fai mu- will be d,0 >0,5S7l. 

The value of the East India House and 
warehouses lias been stated by the com- 
pany’s sum*} or, whose evidence on that 
sulnect i" inserted in the appendix. 

• it will be apparent to the House, from 
the < xaminniion of these accounts, that 
the must amiuite estimate which can be 
formed of such hi tides of nceipt and ex- 
ju iunhiie as are comprehended in them, 
must be Subic to uncertainty, but your 
( omnuttic ha\ e no reason to' doubt, "that 
CMiy pr.i<ur.t!i!i> degree of caution has 
hi en used in pw p.iung them. 

Your conn 1 .nice nave already stated, 
th.iJthey are proceeding upon the detailed 
nuotigation of fchc \anoiis matters com* 
pTchcnded in the gencial object of tueir 
inquiry, and v.lmli embrace the whole 
of the fin mcr.tl and commercial, as well 
as polinctil coin 11ns of the company. An 
examination into the civil ami military cs- 
tabtohmcoH in India, will form a unto- 
liwl b'tiueh ef that impory , and your com- 
mittee a.* ahca.ly ‘diongiy nnpiessed w 1 til 
the neccsMts of carry mg n.lo ettret re- 
el lichens in tin amount of tense establish- 
ments to avei v con "id liable extent. \ our 
comi.nl 1. e are nappy to add, t.. <t this irn- 
poti.m- subyctf.as also 1 ngagcJ me scrums 
;.ft« ntioii of tiu (hunt of I hi tutors, and of 
tin lr goiti nnu nts anroad. 

Si: COM) REPORT from the select Corn- 

mi 1 tec on tne allVii s of the East India 


petition, by which it appealed ih.it a con- 
sult*! aide balance womd remain to them 
after making pi ns •*•1011 for he pay au nt of 
all their <hbl" in England, but exclusive 
yf tin ir Indian debt , yom committee felt 
it their duly cuuluUy to investigate that 
j>ait of the sub, <cf, and they have no 
difbenlt* in slating au opinion, tuat there 
will remain asst is in tins country to an 
amount considerably beyond wi .it the pre- 
sent ixigencv of tic company s aflans ap- 
pears to demand, in seem >t\ for any ad- 
vance lo That 1 xb tit w iiii'ii Parhaaunt may 
think lit to giant 

Your ( ’ounniUee have pi epart d an account 
of the pi ohri hie assets ot she company on the 
1 st of March, ihto), in which the amount of 
debt due to turpi by the public, a$ tne ba- 
lam c of trair .icconnt, is taken only at 
l,. r > 00 , IV i. instead of !M<> ; M)OOl. ^which 
tile company maims, mid m winch nothing 
is allowed for their property afloat, and which 
will arii re in Enghnul subsequently to that 
period, Plough a I.r.gc poilion of Jhc charge 
Hheehng that property will be incurred 
and paid during the eurient year. K"li- 
matsug the amount in that most unfavour- 


Company. 

Your committee propose, in this report, 
to "iibimttot.ic rcnsidci alien of thcHouse,a 
detailed satemeotot t:u ordinary n venues 
and chai gi s of the East India company’s 
tenitorul possessions, and a comparison of 
the amount oftnose levcimcs and charges at 
t he last renewal of tin Company's charter 
in l? 1 . 1 ;!, w »ih their piesent amount, accord- 
in ,, > to tile latest advices which have hem 
received fi 0111 India. 

t)n the occasion of renewing the charter 
ill 17 ‘U, evi l y exot turn was employed for 
tlu diseoveiy of tne extent of the com- 
piny’s rcsciiicck, both political and com- 
mercial, and calculations were made with 
cvyy practicable attention to accuracy*, 
grouudtd upon the actual experience of 
preceding seats, ns it regarded both receipt 
and c\|K*:iditure. 

• The )ii opnety of taking tliw as the. period 
for the commencement of ail investigation, 
is still further established by the conside- 
ration that the arrangement then made was 
upon the most extiusivw scale, embracing 
the entiic state of the concern both abroact 
an t at home, ami a line was drawn for the 


able inode, there will remain a balance distribution of the expenditure 111 India, 
of g,8ip/>r>7l. hi favour of the company, whether for the ex polices of government, or 
If credit however is given for the value the interest upon the debts. A principle 
of that property, and the sum dm* by was also established for the application of 
tfic public is stated at the amount claim- the surplus produce of the revenues; which. 

Z 2 ~ 7 
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on the calculations above adverted to, was 
fairly expected to arise.. 

It was likewise proscribed that the Court 
of Directors of the East India company, 
should annually lay before parifeniunf dis- 
tinct accounts of the revenues and of the 
disbursements in India, with the amount of 
the sales of goods and stores received from 
Europe, the state of their debts and assets, 
together with an account of the proceeds 
of the home treasury, and of the debts and 
assets in England. 

The directions of the act before referred 
to have been obeyed on the part of the 
Court of Directors as far as piacticablc. 
T^he home accounts have been uinfinjnily 
presented at the prescribed period. *he 
loss and capture of some gf the ships from 
Bengal, containing the most material docu- 
ments from which the Mat counts lespect- 
ing tlieeouceni in India are prepared, 1ms 
lnplei hilly interfiled with the legulantv 
which would likewise have b< en oh^ei veil 
as to their present ation in due tune ; those 
of the year 1807-8, whir li should have been 
upon the t.dde of the house in the t l.ist ses- 
sion, hut mg bte.i onntti d, with the excep- 
tion of a short abstract of the revenues and 
charges of India foi that year, and the ac- 
count of the ill bis. Pin ing the prc'Ciit 
session, the whole lna^s of the -account' for 
tile year 1807-8, propel Iv belonging to the 
last year, has been presented to the house, 
and those of the year 1UV>-9, within the 
atatutory period ; but, owing to the loss of 
the documents abuse adicrted to, and from 
the non-receipt of sc\eral statements tinm 
Bengal, neither the a< tual accounts of the 
ret enurs and charges of I not pioiihiuy 
for the years 1807-8, and 1808-9, uni tlio 
estimate of 1809-18. could be '•omph tely 
shewn in detail under the various Heads, 
according to the plan in usual procure. 

Vour i ommittie do not intend lo cuter 
iijKni any consideration of Ihc policy oi tin* 
pi udenee of the (iuaneial air.nigemuits of 
the ytai 179.'., hut merely to state* them in 
their original form and shape as to figuics; 
nor is it intended, m the* exam>UMtion of 
The progress of ti.vir opiiation it oui year 
to year, to make any remarks upon the va- 
rious changes which will be discovered, 
further than such as shall be found neces- 
sary to furnish explanations of the causes of 
those change*. 

The nature or description of (lie ace*, .mis 
is such as to afford, in each yem , a view *»f 
the amount of the icvenues deiivcd ff-om 
the possessions in India, and of every charge 
inenned in the government and defence of 
them, with the payable upon the 

debts. They iiUc^ftf&^hcw the amount of 
those debts, and of ftf? effective property 
of the East India company, commonly 
termed the quick stock. 

The calculations on which the financial 
arrangements Were made in the year 1795, 

, at the commencement of the picseut char- 
fti of die coiupan|| have been adverted to. 


REGISTER, iSlO-it: 

It is presumed to be material to examine, 
at this time, how far those calculations, 
thong u governed by the actual experience 
of past years, and regulated by a due atteu* 
tion to existing circumstances at the time, 
they were made, diave been justified in the 
result ; and as that examination could not 
be better pursued than by combinations, 
as far as practicable in one view, of the 
resources and of the ch arges as then estima- 
ted, anil as by the actual accounts of suc- 
ceeding yeais, statements have been drawn 
up accordingly which are hereunto an- 
nexed. 

These statements are prepared upon two 
piiuorpies, viz. the one, marked No. 2, 
shews the revenues and charges of India 
collectively, with the general result as es- 
timated in the year 1795, and according to 
the actual accounts of each successive year, 
from 1792-5 to 1808 9 inclusive, with the 
estimate of the year 1809- 1 (). The sup- 
ple. neutaiy statements, marked Nos. <], 
o, shew the revenues and charges of the 
tiiiee prcsidcncus of Bengal, Madras, and 
Bombay n sportively. The columns of these 
several statements .ire in conformity with 
the heads oi items of revenue and charge 
in the accounts’ laid befoie parliament. 
The Mims ai e taken from tnose accounts, 
and are com cited into sterling money at 
ti e iati ». of exchange in usual practice, viz. 
at 2s. l he cm rent mpee, 8s. the pagoda, 
and 2s.5d.the Bombay rupee. 

Bv tins principle o» mode of statement, 
an opportunity is afforded of discovering 
the hirinri.d Munition of each of liiepicsi- 
iteueies, as to irs piopcr income and ex- 
peudilure, during the. periods under consi- 
deration. 

Asth.it inode of statement, though use- 
ful in one point of view, does not exactly 
answer the pm pose winch is essential to the 
plan on which it i> proposed to conduct the 
pi (sent examination, from not shewing at 
one view the company’s ancient icvcnucs, 
distinguished from the icvcnucs aemiiied 
by cession or cowiuest, nor the military’ 
chaiges ef India, it has been thought p ro- 
pe i toprepaie -lalements uponanothei prin- 
ciple, by winch these ends might ho ob- 
tained. These statements aie added to the 
/.ippendiK. The general statement, mark- 
ed No.'h, sliew« the revenues and charges 
• iius distinguished, and the supplemen- 
tal y statements, marked A, B, shew 
the i even nes and chaiges under the 
various heads which will be hereafter 
Stated. 

U i v to.be remarked, that the periods of 
statement, and the final general result on 
both principles, are, of course, precisely 
the same ; and the component parts of tin* 
statements taken from the same accounts, 
with only this ditfereneo, that in the 
statement marked No. 6, with its supple- 
ments, adjustments have been made of the 
several heads of revenue ami charge, %t 
ordek to accommodate them to the principle 
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on which it is proposed to proceed on the 
exarni nation of them respectively. The 
results in both statements arc exclusive of 
the commercial charges not added to the 
invoices. 

It is to be regretted that the two last 
years, 1 807-8 and 1808-9, ami the estimate 
1809-10, are necessarily incomplete from 
the want of the Bengal accounts, which 
has already been adverted to, as, from this 
circumstance, the separation of the reve- 
nues and charges of the couqueicd districts' 
cannot be made as in former years ; but it 
does not affect the general result. 

These statements, it will be observe^, ap- 
ply solely to the revenues and charges. 
The property or effects, and the debts of 
the company in India, aie likewise objects 
of consideration. Statements of them re- 
spectively from 179* to 1809, have there- 
fore been prepared. 

It is first proposed to examine the ac- 
counts of the icvcmus and charges, as 
shewn in the statement nunkcd No. 6, by 
com pa ring the g» irral result estimated ill 
the year 1790, with that shewn l»y the ac- 
tual accounts ot the >ear 10o8- l >, and the 
detail of the item* with such of the later 
peiiods of the statement as maybe most 
suitable to the affording the requisite ex- 
planations of the grounds of the diffei once 
which will be found between the two pe- 
iiods. In most instances the comparison 
will be made with the actual accounts of 
1808-9. In those instances where this is 
not found practicable, the year 1800-7, be- 
ing complete, will be taken as the period of 
comparison. 

The simply levcnue was esti- 
mated in the year 1793 trt 

amount to /. 1,163/77 

According to the actual accounts 
of the year 1808-9, there was 
a sui plus charge of* * * $6,0-1* 

By which a less favmunblc result 

is exhibited in the sum of * • • /. 1,189,619 


The difference will be f«>und to have been 
entirely occasioned in the increase of 
charge and of interest on the debts, as the 
state of the revenues has improved in a 
most material degree ; but it is proposed to" 
enter upon a detailed examination of the 
whole, both revenue and charge, as shewn 
in the statement in which the distinction is 
made between the revenues possessed ex- 
clusively by the company under their an- 
ciently-established rights, and those ac- 
quired under subsidy, or by cessifin or con- 
quest. 

REVENUES. 

The first points for consideration are the 
revenues of the company’s ancient pos- 
sessions, and the revenues of those ob- 
tained by cession or conquest. The want 
of the Bengal accounts, as "before advert- 


ed to, renders it necessary to make the 
present comparison in these instances with 
the year 1806-7. 

The revenues of the ancient possessions 


w en; estimated in 1 793 at 5,623,6*5 

In the year 1806-7 their amount 

was 7,794,643 


being an increase of . . . 1. $,*71,018 


The revenues from subsidies, 
and from the collections of 
the ceded countries, were 
estimated in 1798 at . . 1,-1 14,200 

Tlmyiead including the reve- 
fPs of those ceded and con- 
quer*, d since # that period, 
amounted in the > ear, 1806-7 
to ....... . 4, $45, 7*9 

being an increase of . , . I . 2,831/29 


and the gross revenue, includ- 
ing both heads, estimated in 

1793 at 6,963.625 

amounted in 1806-7 . . . . 14,533,739 

Ubing more by .... , /.7,572>114 


The want of tin* de tail of the Bengal 
accounts has not boon found to effect the 
general icsult of the year 1808-9. The 
guws i e venue* of that sear being shown, the 
comparison can be made m like manner 
with that of the result; and it wilt ap- 
pear that, deducting the amount estimated 
in the year, 17 93, viz. . . 6,963,6*5 

fiom the actual gross revenues 
in the ycai 1808-9, which 

amounted to 1.5,535,058 

an increase beyond the estimate 

is found amounting io the — • — 

bum of /. 8,361,430 


bting 980.316/. more than the gross re- 
venues of the year 1806-7, before stated. 
Of this improvement 656,000/. is in the 
Bengal revenues, viz. 372,000/. in the 
salt sales, 114,000/. in the opium sales; 
but it cannot be accurately ascertained 
under what heads the remainder was pro- 
duced. 'flu* revenues of the Madras pre- 
sidency were more by 363,000/. princi- 
pally by the collections of the land reve- 
nue having been realized in a large 
amount, as the countries had recovered 
the edi cts of a drought which atlccted 
those of the year 180o-7. The revenues 
of Bombay were ltss by 32,000/. pritw* 
ci pally in the customs and duties. 

The detail of the revenues of the com- 
p;v ) ’s possessions is next to be considered. 
For this purpose it is necessary to refer 
to the supplementary statement, marked 
A. which shews in detail the several items 
or heads of revenue of ibis description, 
collected under the tlircc presidencies A 
Bcugal, Madras, and Bombay. 
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BENGAL REVENUES. 

The revenues of the presidency 
of Bengal, estimated in 1793 

to produce •■4,503,000 

amounted in the year 1806-7 to 6,301,738 

being an increase of- • • • L J ,801,738 


It is satisfactory to observe that the 
caution in 1793, in estimating the reve- 
nues is fully established by the at Inal 
accounts ot tlietnst yf.it, and by Mm pio- 
gressive improvement > atlei \\ unis. The 


detail of tliein is »> tallows : 

Mint Di nts, a 

estimated in 1793 at 1. ^Ptki 

aim) u li ted in the yt in H>Uo r 7 to.. 19, Lai 


being an increase of to, 336 


Tlie small revenue imdt r this I cud dots 
not particularly rebuilt* remark ii in 
from its nature a fluctuating resource, Ik mg 
produced for the most pm 1>\ duties 
Oil coinage for nubs uhi.3>, ami ^ mi> on 
the coinagi for the acc oiiut ot jm>\ eminent. 
Various alt' rations haw taken plan in 
the mint ami asxiy olives which vid i,f 
noticed under the c harges : and, uoi with- 
standing the iRi*re«.scd rect pt exhibit* d 
throughout the period, and tue im n um> 
now shewn, the chart, t* haw almost uni- 
formly exceeded the pndiS. 'I’he aeeomiK 
for the years lb()7-h ami tu<ni-9 ine’"de 
the mints of Piirniek.ib.id and lieii.it i >, 
which cannot be sep.ir.ituf as in foinier 
years. 

Post Office Collections 

estimated in l? f >3 at >• I. to, mu) 

amounted in they eai lb0h-9to 


being an increase of- • /. 2 o 

The estimate in 1793 was calculated oil 
the average of five years actual collet turns. 
The increase exhibited on this head may 
partly be imputed to the increase of corres- 
pondence, consequent upon various cir- 
cumstances ; but it is principally to be as- 
cribed to regulations of the department in 
1798 and 1801, increasing the rates of post- 
age. It is satisfactory to observe, the re- 
ceipts in the year 1808-9 more than <6ver 
the charges, which was not the case in the 
year 1793. 

BENARES REVENUE 

was estimated in 1793 at L. 430,000 

In the years 1807 8 and 1808-9 it 
is blended with the Bengal 
land revenues. It is therefore 
necessary to take the year 
1806-7 as the period of com- 
parison. in that year this * 

bead of revenue amounted to.... 537,379 

♦ being an increase of 1. 107,379 


The estimate of 1793 is stated to have 
been calculated on the actual jumma or 
rent roll ot the province, which was fram- 
ed according to settlement made in the 
year 1781. The management of the reve- 
nues has undergone several changes since 
that period ; and, under the orders ot the 
government, dated 1 1 , h February, 1791, the 
quartennial and decennial settlements, form- 
ed in 1789-90, were continued ; but the 
general arrangements in the year 1793 for 
peimanently s. ttimg the rents ot the Bengal 
provinces,, an I establishing anew judicial 
system, which wi 1 be hereafter noticed, 
were, not carried into effect in the province 
of Benares.tdl the year 1795, when, in con- 
sequence of a special agreement with the 
Rajah on the 2,rh Oct 1794, regulations 
wt re passed on the ‘.:7th March, 1795, under 
which the revenue assessment was peima- 
nently fixe-i ; and the system in practice in 
Bengal both as to co lertion o. revenue 
and administration of justice was establish- 
ed in Benares, with such mouilicatioiis as 
we ' 1 found necessity. 

'J he apparent increase is to be imputed 
principally to the circumstance of the 
whole of the receipts being brought into the 
collectors treasury under the present sys- 
tem as will be more partici larly explained 
iu the observations upou the charges. A 
considerable increase will likewise appear 
in the amount of the chd'gm It will, how- 
ever, be iound that an increase of net reve- 
nue under this head is dei ived by the n t w 
arrangement. A further alteration has been 
made in the administration of the province, 
by placing it under the m.u, tgement of local 
commissioners, and by the abolition ot the 
tchfildarry s\ stem of collection, will l>« 
more particularly noticed during the exa- 
mination of thech'Jgcs. 

LAND REVENUES 

were estimated in 1793 ar I.. 3,0*25,000 

l or the reasons stated under the 
preceding head, the compari- 
son inch's instant e must like- 
wise be made with the actual 
produce of t he year 1806-7, 
which amounted to 3,296,684 

being ;m increase of /.. 271,0*84 


It is to be rematked, that under every 
head 1 of revenue the estimate of the year 
1793 was framed with gieat caution, taking 
in general the actual experience of pre- 
ceding years as the basis ot the calculation. 
Under this he«*d, however, more particular 
caution was observed, and the sum estima- 
ted by the Bengal government for the 
year 1791-2, was taken as the amount ex- 
pected to be derived in future. This .sum 
fell short ol‘ the average of the five past 
years bj I*. 57,000. The punctual reali- 
zation and improved produce of this truly 
important resource is highly creditable to 
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fhe branch of the government under which 
it was administered. The estimate formed 
in 1793' has been exceeded in each year, 
notwithstanding the interruptions which 
have occasionally been experienced from 
the vicissitudes of seasons ; in some years 
a .superabundance of rain, in others 
drought has occurred, either of whim is 
unfavourable to the count] y, and of course 
to the realization of the land rents. The 
wealth and piospenty of the districts may 
he assumed from the inspection of this 
column of the statement, particularly fioin 
the year J799, 1800. Tin** position i> fur- 
tliei established by the reflection, that flic 
collodions have been uniformly <*nadc 
under the operation of the laws and ugii- 
lations of the levenue system, wiluout the 
necessity of military inteifcrcnce, as some- 
times piactised in otlu r part* of India. 

The origin of tins system, winch, lit its 
operation, has in tnese provinces proved to 
be bmcticial both to the interests of the 
sovereign and the subject, nnv be traced 
in a lettef fioin the Court of ()i lectors lo 
the supreme government of Jh ngal, dalid 
12th April, 17. if), also in the rules passed 
on the Ifctli Si pumber and g.>th November, 
1780, and the loth hibiuarv, 1790, under 
which a decennial settlement was made of 
the itvenui to be paid for the lauds in 
Bengal, Bahai, and- Orissa, and in Inc al- 
ti ratunn' passed on the 73d November, 1791. 
This settle uiit comminccd with ihc year 
1700-1. Intheycai 179.3 tlse whole ot the 
levcmic cede was re-< uacted with inodi- 
ficatioiis ami amendments, and regulations 
win passed aceouliimly, wl.c ii thejudn nil, 
vras sepal ated limn tue nvinue adnums- 
ttaiion, and the sittliment, originally 
made for tin vein*, was dcel.tiod to be 
pi imam nt and un.dlt rable foi ev j r, subu et 
to the ".i ’probation of tue bunt ot Diicc* 
tois, woich appi()Oi.ti'.iii 

It may not be ncci s.uv *n tms nhei to 
i liter upon tne consideiaiion of any tin ti-cr 
modifications of tht sysfem by Mio'-cipunt 
it filiations, as they do not i ppenr to ha^P 
been of a de'Ciipiuni to alfeet the Iny-is of 
the anang'itu tit as to the amount of the 
jununa piipetu.illy fixed, but meicly to 
give greater senility for li:e puncimi rea- 
lization of that aimnnil, ai.d, of course, tv 
prevent the aceuiiiulatmu ofhalantis. re- 
gulation 7, n issed the 7‘Jtli August, 17*“.), 
was of this description. 

Upon a gi m ral calculation, the ifmount 
of revenue, expected under the decennial 
or permanent settlement was 2(70 laes of 
sicca rupees, or L. .‘1,106,000. The annual 
collections exceeding that sum, arc prin- 
cipally to be aUrilmted to the incitascd 
amount of Sycr and Abkarry duties, t.» the 
rents of lands not included in the jiunnia, 
and to other extraordinary Revenues: in ^ 
sonic instances to progressive rents, to in- 
creased rents on lands not originally settled, 


or to resumptions upon the principles of 
the regulations. 

Jt is very satisfactory to observe that the 
regulation 7, 1799. above adverted to, has 
accomplish d the purpose of its enactment. 
A letter from the revenue department at 
t Bengal, dated 7th April, 180 . 7 * ,ves the fol- 
lowing abstract of arrears or balances of 
revenue at tiic close of the annual accounts 
of each ’.car. 

1798 9 - - L. 121,617 

1799,1800 - - 9G4 97 

1800 1 - - 61, 922 

1801- 2 - - 47,784 

1802- 3 - - 35,009 

80.3 4 - - 33 916 

804-5 - - 39,209 

1 805 6 r 20 848 

18 6-7 - - 14,575 

and it is remarked, that the balance of 
■ 8'h>-7 is less than one half pi r cent, on the 

vvmdejuumia. 

JUDICIVL. 

This head of revenue is composed of the 
fees and fines h vied m the seveial Xalive 
eomls ju>iiro, under regulations which 
were passed m tne ve.u* 1 7 *> on the intro- 
duction of the judicial sy *9 cm which will 
hricafter he mou p ultcnl.iily noticed; 
ah o of the ax- cements fm defraying the 
ex pence of the pou v establishments under 
that system, togelhei with the lines and li- 
( . net s reccivi d by the justices of the peaofc 
c«t Calcutta on I he sale and mauufactmc of 
spmtuous liquors ; likewise the tees on tlie 
suits in the court of rcque&tvat Calcutta. 

As tins head ol icviuuc origin, ill il for 
tin* most part with the new system of ad- 
ministration ofjustne, no estimate could 
be made ot it in the y eai 179.3. The first 
vear in which any icecipt is stated, is 
179:34, vvlici. it amounted to • • /. 27,7L5. 

The year 1 8<>o-7 is f.ie last hi 
which tlie account.: of the 
ancient poss< scions are kept 
distinct hom tin other dis- 
trict*. ’1 iic amount realiz- 
ed m that yt#i. will therefore 
he comp ned with the above. 


It 92,549 

vv him is an increase of. /. 64,8 )4. 


Vhe leceipt of the year 179:i-t vui?. ptiu- 
eipailv composed of the amount uaiua*d 
under regulation of \\ ‘ .3, for ltvviag 
a fax on the principal cities fer dct’i n\ i ig 
the expeiiee of the police establishments, 
ci rated under regulation 22 of the same 
year ; a small part of the receipt consisted 
of fines on unlicensed letailers of spiri- 
tuous liquors, and fines, »vc. in the native 
courts. Considerable variations will be 
observed in the different years of this 
t lunm of the statement. They are to 
be attributed to the altegptious which have*, 
been made from time to time in the se viral 
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branches from which the resource is de- 
rived. The great increase in the years 
179>-6 and 1796-7 is from the institution 
of f< es in the native courts, mylcr regula- 
tion 38 of 179 >, and from the greater pro- 
ductiveness of the police asse-xmi nts. 

In the u . * 1797 the regulation 23, 1793, 
respecting tiie police ta\ notwithstanding 
its impro' cou nt in produce, was rescind- 
ed, and the ta\ idm'ii-m I, as difficulties 
had ari<tn with ueard to the modi of 
assessment ; and for that purpose the le- 
gidation, 6, vas passed on the Kith Apiil. 
liy this regulation new tees on suits in the 
courts were instituted, m hen of those 
established cmhi the rigulation 38, t797>, 
and a stamp duty upeu lav., end other pa- 
persand docuirink- \v;*<*^V*v.isc, c.dahli-b- 
ed. The receipt on the ‘limp duty will 
be noticed under its proper head. The 
rcctipt from tin yem 1797-8 to 1801-2 will 
accordingly appear nuieh low<r ihan in 
the two preceding Mars. In tl.c year 
1802-3 an increase again appears, and 
from that period to 180o-7 an improvement 
in the produce of this head eeu^nues 
to be shewn. Tins impiovemeiit uppms 
to have been produced by the n et i»»t on 
licences fiom the justices of the pta- e 
at Calcutt \ for the safe of spirituous 
liquors, and by a duty on spirits mar.r- 
faetund in the (h-tilh ries according to 
the European manner, k vied under rigm 
lation 2 , 1802 . The court of n quests at 
Calcutta b( ing established on sinew prin- 
ciple, under proclamation dated ! itli 
March, 1802, by wine!: fci » on suits in tied 
court were instituted, ha> likewise coutii- 
buted to the improvement. i 
Ct’SIO.MS. 

The collections were estimated 

in 1793, to pi o Jure ... /. 60,080 

The head of customs in theyears 
1807-8 and 1808-0 includes 
the whole of the collections 
at the several custom house-, 

_ both in lien gal ami Bonne®, 
and the upper prov ine< s *' it 
is therefore neeev,aiy to 
make the comparison with 
the amount realized in the 
year 1806-7, which was . . 321,831 

being an increase of .... /. 261,831 


The amount estimated in the \ cai 1793, 
was governed by the actual collections of 
1790-1, and tiie Bengal estimate et 1791 2. 
The customs are estimated, in 171*3, at 
a very small amount computed with the 
years antecedent to tiie year 1788-9. This 
is to be - ascribed to the abolition of the 
government customs on the goth June, 1788, 
in consequence of orders tiom the secret 
committee, dated 3d November, 1787, 
throughout the intdKor of the country ; and 
to the existence,- of custom* houses at only 
two stations, Calcutta and Maiyeo, at 


which places certain duties Utere collected 
on imports and exports. 

Tliis branch of* the resources was under 
the direction of the revenue department 
till the year 1793, when it was transferred 
to the commercial department. Regula- 
tion 42, passed the 1st May, in that year, 
established the principle of collection and 
the rate of the customs to be collected on 
imports and exports at the two then-existing 
custom-houses at Calcutta and Manjce. 

On the 22 d May, 1795 regulation 39 was 
passed, muter which mateiial alterations 
weie made of the part of regulation 42, 
of 1793, in so far as it applied to the cus- 
tom-find town duties at Calcutta, abolish- 
ing them and reviving the government cus- 
tom-, which had been discontinued on 
♦lie 20th June. 1788, making also seveial 
alterations and new provisions for rcdicss 
in e.i<e of gru vaitets under the opeiation 
ot the custom law-. 

In the yen 1 17 9*, lv* regulation 1, anew 
duty of one per cm* on all imports and 
exports at the town of Calcutt# was in- 
stituted, for the express purpose of defray- 
ing the expence of an arinunent for the 
p* o' cc tion of the Bengal river. In 1800 
regulation 11 was passed, which Mipersedid 
that of 1797, and e.- .‘abb-lied the additional 
duty of 1 per cent, upon other pimciples In 
1801, by regulation 5, dated 14th May, 
the Cahntta town duties, abolished by 
legid.ition .jP oi 17p.>, weie le-esiabUshed ; 
and hy i fgulatiou* 10 and 11, olii August, 
some oll.ir import duties were imposed, 
and the envoi nment customs on inland ini- 
pen-, and exports, abolished m 1788, wire 
i e\ tved at the principal cities, and the 
custom-home of Manjee withdrawn. In 
1802 1 1 filiations l, .>, and 7 were passed 
te.r Hie aK- mtion of tates. and establishing 
inode- tin tiie better collection of the cus- 
t mi-. In i,;(V», regulation 19, passed 16th 
October, moMitied toe mbs under former 
leguhitioi.i ii spirting spmls. 

"l’he extent of the collection must of 
rmirse In* go\« l ned l>\ the extent of the 
track ^riurii i- naturally fluctuating. Tiie 
inn ease of the amorlnt of the customs 
e\ln luted in the column of the statement 
is to be .i tti ibuted generally to the additional 
duties established under the si vital regula- 
tion-, aiuV the great increase on the compa- 
rison now made is to be atliib. •*.•*(! to that 
circumstance. 

Sai.t Sai.ks 

esliinafed in 1743 to produce /. 725,000 
amounted m the year 1808-9 

to 1,815,822 


being an increase of /. 1,090,822 


The average produce of this article, 
the five years 1780-7 to 1790-1 would 
have justified a more sanguine estimate 
in 1793, hut it was thought proper to state 
the future expectation on the principle 
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Assumed by the Bengal government, as the 
prospect of the year 1791-2, which was 
262,000/. below that average. 

The vahie and importance of the exclu- 
sive piivilege with respect to tnis article, 
waiciJ 1 ;om time immemorial had been re- 
served by the ruling power of the country 
have rot cea*»*tl to occupy the attention 
of auccCHsiie govetUments from the time 
of tin 1 possession of the dewunny, although 
the advantages lesultih • from it were not 
assumed <<» any considerable amount till 
the year 1781-2. 

A new system of management had lx oil 
adopted in 1780, when itwas placed under 
a comptroller and assistants, which >ystuu 
continued in operation til! the yeai 17 l >’.The 
most matt rial alteration in the interim was 
the substitution of public auction instead of 
private contract, for the disposal of the 
salt for the year lft(K>*7. The belli fit <h- 
rived by this measure, during the si\*yeais 
fiom i 800-7, when its opriaion com- 
menced, to 1791 -2, amounted, on an 
average, to d() 0 ,() 0 ()'. annuaih. 

In the yeai !?•?.» tlx- salt office was 
abolished, and toe entile direction of ilic 
concerns of it weie tixnsfencd from the 
revenue # o the cnimmrnal depiu inient, 
under which it continues at this tin. f . Tfic 
advantages resulting fiom ibis aii..u<r< uient 
are confirmed by the impr<»\i*d pr dm e 
of the resource, as cxliibi ted in tl:e siuh- 
mcnt. The sale in tin year 17 9,-'s the 
year immediately piece tung the t:«m (cr, 
exceeded the estimate of 1 79 ■», and was 
also more than the aveiage of i!i u fee 
preceding yeais by «»7,0.')0/. it w.!l be 
observed th it in mji u* few \eai . 1‘ •* s .Vs 
fell short of the general pioduce dunng 
the early and lattei periods in the account. 
Tlie detail avion in these instances is to lie 
imputed to variousciiemnstuuces . in some 
casts to the quantity sold, and to the 
price, and in others to tin; increase of illi- 
cit trade. The i emulations widen ha\e 
been parsed for the senility of tins leve- 
nuc, with the laudable attention of the 
salt agents in carrying tli.m into effect, 
have, however, opposed very salutary 
cheeks to the Lifter circumstance, winch, 
with the care of the hoard of trade to ar- 
range the provision to meet the demand, 
have her n tlx* means of can ymgYue anioimc 
of the sales to the t \ti lit shew n in the latter 
years. # 

It should likewise have been remarked, 
that an eaily measure of the board of trade 
was to meliorate the situation of the Mo- 
Innghecs, or salt makers, by doing away 
the arbitrary system of compulsion under 
which they were oppressed, and by making 
their labour voluntary, at the same time in- 
creasing the amount of their gain. 

The low palculation of the estimate of 
the salt sales has been adverted to ; this, 
of course, materially enhances the amount 
of the difference oil the comparison with 
the prescut produce. It might, •perhaps, 


be considered as a more correct criterion 
of the improvement of this important and 
valuable resource, if the comparison 
were made between the sales of the year 
179:1-4, die first year of the transfer of 
Jhc salt department to the present system 
"of management midcr the hoard of trade, 
with the year 1808-0. In this view the im- 
provement will appear to be and 

is to be attributed to toe sale of a larger 
quantity of Halt at an increased price. 

The charges attending the manufacture, 
will he noticed under the proper head. 

Oimim Salls, 

Estimated in 1 ‘4 > to pro. he e . . . 250,0001. 
j^inoimh d in the year 1806-9 to . 594,978 

Being an increase of 544,9781. 


The produce of (his article, as estimated 
in the year 1/93, exceed ; the aveiago of 
the five preceding years by lO.uool. The 
pioduee estimated by the Bengal go- 
vernment for the year 1701-2 amounted to 
2nrt,u0ul. The expectation, as stated 
a bo * ■ " may llmrcfuie be considered a fair 
medium between the avetage, and the Ben- 
gal c-tnuate. 

The maiopoly in the trade of opium, or 
the cultivation of liie poppy, may be traced 
at hast usfe b iek as the commencement of 
ihc ibitidi inibeun <u L< aval. The ad- 
x images it suiting horn it were for several 
yeais nieitly eousideied as a part of the 
ciutihinumt' of r > Hum offices under the go- 
veiiiimu! In tlx year 17. ;> it was taken 
tun of i heir hands, and the piofit of the 
trade assumed for the beiufit *»fthe govern* 
nienf. i'ue pi ivis'mii nf tin a»iiele was for 
nneu S-* as I* nut neon e tJ nt*vier. The 
oiuiiin c.iiic* rn co\ turned under thedncction 
or thebo.mlof icxcime 'dl tie* b* ginning of 
the v‘*,«* \\iif*n it n is transferied to 

the board of ii ade, and thc^ n gelation .‘>2, 
was passed o»i ill" t-t May respecting the 
tome* of t*i<‘ cmibact fur tim provision 
of omuni ju Bengal, Baliar, and Orissa, 1 
which wa*» extend.d foi four years from 
1 1 Septe.nlu r, 1 /!'.», to 1st Vigust, 1/97; 
also respecting measures for the piotcction 
of the rnJtivuiois »f the poppy and for 
picvcunng illicit tr«i le in the arlicle. On 
the 27th Match, 179 >, the regulation 32 
was passed icspicting the contract for 
the provision of opium in the province of 
Betimes tot four m ai s, as above, enacting 
the provisions of it into a regulation. On 
the expiration of the contracts in 1797 the 
cultivation of opium was restricted to Ba- 
ilor and B. wires, and discontinued in Ben- 
gal , the mode of provision by agency wu 
resorted to, and still continues in practice. 
On the lttli Julv, 1799, the regulation 6 
was passed, prescribing “ iules for the 
guidance of all persons concerned in the 
provision of opium on the part of go- 
vernment, and for preventing the i)Jicit 
cultivation of the poppy, aud illicit iui- 
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porUtion of or traffic in opium.” Under 
this regulation, winch was further mo- 
dified in 1807, the cultivation of the poppy, 
except on acount of government, is ex- 
pressly prohibited, but it in left (finely at 
-the option of the ryot, or cultivator, to 
enter into engagements on account of go- 
vernment ala settled price, or to decline it 
altogether. 

The opium trade is liable to lie affected 
by many contingency.-, not only from 
adverse seasons, but by il»e state of the 
markets to the east waul. The superior ad- 
vantages of the agency system appear from 
the accounts, ami the measures trotted to 
t\ir seeming the piovision of the drug pine 
and unadulterated have proved of ess* n* 
rial sei vice. Of late 5 ears the puces have 
been carried to a great amount . this it- 
sonree must, lu'vcrthch'ss, hr uuisidered as 
fluctuating in its nature, as the inspection 
of the column of the statement demon- 
strates ; the diftcience between 1807-8 and 
1808-9 being no less than vOd.-to'M. iioin 
the provision of a amJier quantity, and 
from the sale at a much lower puce 111 the 
latter year. 

The transfer of the management ot this 
article from the levenoe to the eom- 
mercial department in the year 1793, I1.1-. 
lux n advcitt d to, al-o fheclungi in I 797 
of the mode of ptovuion by contract to 
that of .igtncy. A- the sab** of the year 
1798-9 may be considered the h.st,umh r ihe 
opti alien of the mv. plan. it may not be 
improper to compute tiuir * »dece in that 
year with that m t808-'>. On t ,is view 
k ihe impiovenunr is :><;*, nT-tl. ami is alniMst 
entirely to he ascribed to inert in 
price. 

S r \ m v Dims. 

The instil ntirn of this tax did not take 
place till tin- ytar 1797-0. It v us ,m 1- 
vi«*rd in the Buual re vinei h : f « r dared 
olst Augt; , '», I J 9 7 , *i** ene of the lumlo of 
rtiinhuisonu nt for the ahol.tion ot the 
police tax, wh*ch has aluudv been ;»d- 
veited to, ami the piiucipk of V is to be 
tin. ml in jegnial mus o ami 10, 1797. 
Mr a: nr* s t'va 1 In <11 subsequently takui 
for the impioveimiit of f »o tesource 
under this load, and i< gulam ns have been 
passed to cany Mam into ifltct, and it is 
to tln^c iiicasmcs that (lie gradual inn case 
•hewn in die statement is to be ascii bed. 
'I he dial g< s will ne noticed m their proper 
[dace. 

A! Ann is I’.kvenles. 

The revenues of Uc ancient possessions 
under the Madias gov eminent come next 
1 ncier review. 

In the yuir 1?‘J8 tiny were es- 

1 1 maud to piodmc ... 8d0,000l. 

In the \ car 1808-9, thev amount- * 

edt'i . .*.... . 1,2‘> 1,698 

Ibfcig 11 i. vii asc of . . 411,6981. 


Tiie realization of the revenues of this 
presidency, from' the situation and circuit- 
al <mrcs of the districts under its adminis- 
tration, has ever been exposed to greater 
interruption, and to more con tigcncies, than 
those under the presidency of Bengal. 
The improvement of them in an increased 
ratio, as exhibited in the statement marked 
A, is theiefore the more satisfactory, 

in the examination of the several items 
in detail, your committee will first advert 
to the Post-Office collections. The esti- 
mate in I7 l k> did not particularly specify 
them. They were estimated by the Ala- 
dras government to produce, in the year 
1791-g% K,(iOO ; but for the present pui pose 
it is proposed to take the actual collections 
in the year 179<?-3, as stated in the account 
under examination, for comparison with 
the prevent estimate. 

Their amount in that year was . . 11, 419 
And ill the year 1808-9 16,806 

Bung nil increase of /. .>,357 

The mcica^c on this head does not rc- 
cjiiiic much faitlirriuu.uk, than that the 
extension of the ten italics umler the adini- 
iifdiation of the Madias piesideuev having 
added to tin* nnmlnis both of civil und mi- 
litary srivants, the curiespontlence has 
of course been grea'er. The post-office es- 
taba diluent luiderweut a vety particular 
n vision by a committee in 1799, and the 
labs of postage vcie fixed upon such a 
scale n.» was thought equitable. Other re- 
gulations have since been made , but, not- 
withstanding file inci eased leceiplnow e\- 
lubited, it will Lu found, that, from the 
neees-div incua.se ot the charges, which 
will be noticed In rial ur, die ic.sult of the 
post ofi'icc revenues in 1808 9 is nioie 1111- 
favouiable man m 179.-.) by o.unul. 

Ska am> L \m> Customs. 

Ti c ist mate in t c year 179.) of tiie 10- 
\( r.ues ol this, presidi lies was formed upon 
amoiegeneial puncipie, not so paitieuluily 
distinguishing b cmw 1 ml items as was done 
with 1 expect to those of Hie presidency 
of Bdigal. This is no iinpeaehment of 
the accuracy of tin 1 calculations as to 
aggregate produce, although it occasions 
s*u,u # difficulty in the companson of the 
(h tail. It' is tbetetorc thought proper, 
w 1 tli the post office revenues, to take 
tin tual collections of the year 1799-3 for 
eomp.iiisoli upon the present occasion. 

They uiuomittd in that year to l. 99,300 
ami in the year 1808-?, tax- lo^,9^1 

being an ine reuse ot - - - /. 1.30,6 38 


It has been already remarked that 
the produce of the customs must depend 
upon the extent of the trade. The amount 
collected annually must of course be fluc- 
tuating. The gradual increase from the 
year lb01-2 is principally to be imputed 
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to modification* and amendments of the 
custom-house laws, end to the levy of 
additional rates, under regulations for the 
purpose. In the early periods of the ac- 
count the general rate of duty was 2$ per 
cent, on the several articles of trade, in the 
year 1801, an addition of 1 percent, was 
ilered for defraying the expence of the 
armament for the protection of the trade, 
and an amended code of regulations was 
passed in the year lflo', which underwent 
further modifications in I8(«:h An addi- 
tional duty upon hectic and tobacco impel t- 
c^at Madras was laid in lfi.H, being for de- 
fraying the evpenco of ti.e corps of ft e,. 
qgbles in the town of Madras, 'fl’is duty 
iWnmporary, and to cease six months 
after the anival of the intelligence of 
peace with the lh.iop«oii powers. On 
the °tl» SepteTeber, 1 rt()o le^iihmous ivue 
piesed for levying a duty upon all spines 
of grain imported b> si a at Madiie, tor 
tiaiisfn ring to the hoard of trade t lie 1 
«ii|H rmti mlam e o*ei t*«e otii* < rs cinph -v- 
ed in the collect ion of the « lotions at tue 
sea poit*, and tor amending the irguhtticits 
of the year 1B0S. 

To the favourable operation of these 
several measures is to ho imputed toe 
improveiiKut row c\l ibin d in the prodn e 
of t.as head of icwnitc, winch il mu-r 
he reeolleeleit is exclusive of customs in 
the ceded and completed dist*ict>. 

1 . \ N 1 > 1* I V KN L '•* s, 

c«ttin-.» ted in 1 7 **.> «»t - - - - / »('0,o»>() 

amount'd in thcviai IP08-P to 

being :i*i increase ef Lo'dhM 

Tee sneinge eo!l of t im- p \r- 

iiue', on tho ff\< \<ar t'*V-t, .ii.'onii-ul 
to TUihW'nf. In the e-tcnuV r« '•( i \ r ! h-ua * 
Madias t* rthcye..i i tin* exper * ,f <o,s 
under this lx ad w%t“ si P d at 
Tin av*i:i*'( alun e s!u wn v\* s (vik.I-u d 
too low .i c.doiihtion o| the future * ' pee- 
tation, as tht ealic tuois at sn,ue «»f »lu* 
years on wh’nh it was ionr.id wire m »te- 
r lull y atieeted by tin imintmns of JS»e 
cm my m tin* distiiefs drii-*': the war, .iUo 
by an excessive drought in tc.c list year. 
The tsTnnate abuse adwiUdto, 

was apnrehemleil In be ton ^s.iugujwc . it* 
was ti.eicfoic thought most plop r So < il- 
nihite tin future tempi at .ihoiit (!.*' i u - 
diuin between the avei age and t:^ < »‘in .t? - . 
The prudence of so lining l..»s been i»r<i\ cd 
by the average of the fiist six yeais pi 
the Matemeid, amounting to ltS(Ui'» )/. 
The unfavourable or rat|,u r«ineci 1 nit stuo- 
tion of tht" e districts us to tho ivali/.iti m 
of their icvcmres, compared with those 
under the licngul government, has been 
already noticed. It had long been con- 
sidered as very desirable to place the whole 
revenue administration upon a better sys- 
tem, by which a prospect might be enter- 
tained of the removal of tlie causcfe which 


had often led to disappointments in tho 
collections, to the accumulation of balan- 
ces in arrear, and too freipienUy to the 
necessity of resort to the military autho- 
rity for Hie purpose of realizing the ordi- 
nary land revenue. 

In the year 1798, instructions were is- 
sued by the .supreme government to the 
governor «nd council of Madias, to report 
f hei! s< iitoueMts .is Jo the mtioductiou uf 
tin * y ^ tv-su of *e\ipiue, and administration 
ed j«. siiee as practised in Bengal into the 
districts mufrr tiieir administration. The 
board of revenue, to 'whom tins subject 
u,u re mm red, made a very voluminous 
ami comprehensive report upon it, dated 
♦lie id September, 179P, widen was for- 
warded to H' supreme gov ernnient, and, 
as tnev approved the general principle 
iceommended by the revenue board of Ma- 
dras, tin sy'U'Di w i' di i cried to be carried 
into elfeel. i’liese directions were conveyed 
in h dispaten of tin eoVt rnment of Bengal 
of tlie dist O* cemiicr, and a letter 

fiom foe ran g' nii.it in tin* governor 
of M jd.Ms -he .J.Muarv, ldoo. Measures 
wue tahiM a iMitiniuw. The collectors 
weie oide.ed to teport upon the state 
of t he <iist.n K under tut it* management 
u^pective !\ , ami to itiini^h such nifor- 
n. dmii as mu*/ a i»e iiecis-ary to tlie esta- 
I) ot a poipvtual sisai asnuiit of 

the lands. 

I*’ i on* tee s-i . do of the distri -.s it was 
:*in pru ili'i r> extend ru -•'tom over 
t a win le of i.u" i SiUnyp, a** in the Ben- 
gal p* o\ ■ .ees, !m t \wc din cl ;nn> w* it cm- 
iii .1 .nln { ) t ,in lai as lo< al eneoiu'dances 
.ii .ii’in!, and icgobi'ioiis for Jhe 
fVii * o .••I'iiist’ aom if*. Jlu hi N.iiiMvirt' 
< ifoe.. ! a«d p .Mislu'd io toe \eai Imiy, 
in on l*.e piiie:ph*s ai .it Jhii.ai. 

r ? lie pm.- ess made in riu-se an annemeuts 


i.s .e fofli'W-: 

(ii moor ------ thuj 

.la *ii* n - - f • * * - 
\ i/.. ,.ipa T aui -»1 st division ltii*o 
<nii - - o.l a: oii tin. - 1 «ik; 

jVi.i*oui).>r.im 1W» 

Cianjon ------ J89-1 

> l , ‘...\e.'.Jt , peiam and .|:;g- 

b;i< \ !<: i>, sir Cud laloie lo()7 


It t-.f iv’-.mia of the sWein may be 
ihii.iUi.aJ d\ the nguiaiityof the eol- 
le< 1 iOii*» ii. IJie joseauis, they will be ill*- 
moo i . , led !iv t- .* appaieuily stea ly and 
• e.;.i .i:* ai.muaf nalved from the year 
1 1 r»<iv eviition lias been made 

P' 1.? • /.’ins government to ensure the 
p o lue'iM ^s of ihs imp o tant brandi 
•ji t.i. 1 i i smiiw*. The inete;ne now shewn 
is to be ribed to tho^e exertion*, and 
also to tue 'assumption of the exclusive 
privilege of the manufacture and .sale of 
Svdt, a right to which was reserved to go- 
vt nunciit under a rogulalion in r.HVJ. Ke- 
gulrition 1 upon this occasion was enacted 
on the l^th September, 1805, ui^J, in 
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1807, a further regulation was passed, in 
which the modes of managing this concern 
were prescribed. 

Farms and Licences. 
According to the actual ah- t * 
counts of 1792-5 the col- 
lection was - - - - * l. 4T>,000 

In 1808-9 it amounted to - 6 1,599 


being an increase of - - 


1. 1 3,599 


This resource is produced by a consi- 
deration paid by individuals for the exclu- 
sive privilege ot trading in certain articles 
for interior consumption, as beetle, to- 
bacco, &c. The increase is to be attri- 
buted generally to the care of enforcin'* 
the regulations respecting them, and in 
some degree to the extension of them as 
in the sale of spirits. 

Toe revenues of the Dii*rh settlements 
being merely temporary do not require le- 
raark, and particularly as an adjust incut 
of them has been made in the account 
between the public and the K«i«t India 
company, giving credit lor the vjw.lr, 
except the small ix ccipt fioni the fi-Ui v 
at Tutaconn, in diminution of the claim 
brought against the former tor flu chi.rg* s 
of the capture ami n.ainienam '* of Ccvion 
and the eastern island.*. 

It is to be rental !h d that the vcvrmics 
included iA tins column of the statement 
do not, in strict nropricty, come wHimi 
the description of the revenue* of the 'incieut 
possessions, Uieir inhodm in this place 
i* because, being principa iy derived from 
islands couqueitd fiom the Emopcan pow- 
ers, it might piohably he comiuie.ed moic 
ineomet to class them with the lcvciim* 
of territories ceded b\ or rouqm » ed horn 
tfie. native princes upon the continent of 
India. From the \c.tr 179I.-7 to lt>oi-2 
the receipts comprised the inclines of 
C.iylon, and of Malacca aiul tl c Molucca*, 
from l)o< embu, ll’Ot^ (Ji \ hm w a; file u 
under the ireimdi.de govcinnuu! < 4 ' the 
crown. The Moluccas \\»u* MWivudcieJ 
1o the I)nt«*h in const quenccof the mu< e of 
Armens, and *no iev<iuu has been elei i.c«i' 
from Malacca since 38 o. 'fit l e <'t ip»s in 
1806-7, and the two following \car.*, me 
from the peer l and thank tiditty at Tut.i- 
corm. 


BOMBAY REVENUES. 

Tbs revenue* of the company's ancient 
possessions under the presidency of Bombay 
are now to be hoticed. 

In 17 S3 they were estimated 

fo produce L. 140,625 

In the yeai U08-9 their a- 
xnount was ...... 268,468 

being an increase of Ll 27,8^3 

!■ the ciatement * marked A, they are 


shewn in three distinct heads, land revenue^ 

customs, farms and licences. 

By the mode of drawing up the accounts 
of this presidency from the year 1788-9 
to 1781-2, these several branches not 
being separately stated, the estimate in 1793 
\yas not formed to meet the detail of the 
item3 as shewn hi later years. The first 
complete distinction of them in the state- 
ment is in the year 1796-7. The aggregate 
of the revenues of that year is L 1 19,432 
which is less than the estimated amount in 
the year 1793 by L.21,193 , but the average 
on th£ fQur years, 1792-3 to 1795-6, wp 
L. 145,804, exceeding the estimate in the 
sum of L.5,179; from which it is to 
inferred, that the estimate was calcu!ate^m 
principles very nearly approaching to accu- 
racy. 

The revenues of this presidency, from 
the limited extent of the districts originally 
under it* administration, are small com- 
paicd with those of the otlici presidencies. 
An increase is exhibited in these revenues 
from the vein* 1800-1 inclusive, which is to 
be attukiited to alterations occasioned by 
a tieaty with the Nabob of Surat, dated 
13th May, 1300. Before that period the 
company were in the receipt of a pail only 
of I’.c levciiurs of that city, under their 
long e^ahlidied light* as governors of the 
i a-tir and eoinmaudoisof the fleet at Surat. 
By the in w treaty full powers aie given for 
the limn igcuieiil and collection ot the ic- 
venues ot* the city and its d< pemlencu s, and 
e< neially tor the whole government of them. 
'flu 1 stipulations m the treaty for a pa v - 
me ut to the Nabob, and the introduction 
ot judicial ariaiigcnieuts will be found to 
have occasioned an addition to the chaises. 

Oil the present occasion it is proposed to 
examine the detail of the year 1796-7, as a 
co.npaiisoii with the year 181)8-9. 

Ill 1 he.) cat 179(-7 the UamjRl- 


1 1 \ o».* amouiited to * - - - 1*39,72 4 
In lUOo-9 to 45,700 

being an increase of - - - - L. .5,976 


Tl.c increase ov this head of revenue is 
in }mi t, to h« accounted for by the addition 
at Sm at. Little furtlu r mnaik is requisite 
,tiian cimt the proposal to extend to the 
whole of the' territories under the British 
dominion, as far a> practieablc, the system 
ot leva nue and judicial administration csta- 
blid.cd in Bfiigal, has been carried into 
(thet alibi* |> ideney. The first mea- 
m ii < s ior this pi i} e>c were adopted in like 
vix.r 1799. filiations have hem cn- 
sietcd and promulgate d upon the same prin- 
ciple as w 1 1 lie otaer prt sidcnccs, adapting 
tJ.i provision* to the circumstances to which 
they were applicable. 

The collection of the customs, 
in the year 1796-7 amounted 
to L. 52,991 
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in 1808-9 it was . • . v • 137,497 

being an increase of /,. 84,503 

The increase is in part, to be attributed 
to the levy of additional duties at Bombay, 
and in part to the arrangement by the trea- 
ty with the Nabob of Surat. • 

Taiimb \nd Licenses. 

Amount in 179S-7' . . , . h. 2f>\714 

Amount in ISOS- 9 85,-271 


being an increase of . • . . L. 58,557 

— -# 

This resource is derived from restrictions 
on the sale of tobacco, arrack, ar*l other 
articles for consumption by the inhabitants. 

The increase may be ascribed to the at- 
tention of government to render it produc- 
tive, and to the arrangement under which 
the whole of the revenues ot Surat devolved 
to the company. , 

SUBSIDIES AND REVENUES Oi 7 CE- 
DED ANDCONUUERED NATIONS. 

The next branch of* tuc&c accounts lo 
which >our committee have (inerted their 
attention, is the amount ieali/ed by re- 
ceipts from subsidies in consequence .if 
treaties with the native prince*, of India, 
orf'iomthc Revenues of teiritoiies < mi- 
rjucn d by the British aims. Th y will be 
found to form a considerable pa:i of tbe 
resources of the company, and it has bten 
thought pioperto cxlinm the detail oftu:* 
whole of them in one distinct view, 
rate from the ancient pe.ssesuens, ,il- 
thougli the management falls under ti.e 
adniiiistration of different prcsideiien s. 
This has tneu done in tue supplemental y 
statement, inaikcd B. 

With the exception of the subsidy from 
the Rajah of Tiavnnrorc, the stipulation* 
under the t sea ties with the several liubvc 
princes m the v. ay of mbsidv, have, since 


the yegr 1793, been commuted fdr cession 
of districts, the revenues of which are re- 
ceived as an equivalent for the payment of 
the expence of the company's forces em- 
ployed f#r the protection. of their dominions 
respectively . Explanations will he given 
in the examination of the detail of the 
statement' now adverted to. 

The review of thisfrstutemeut will shew 
that tiie political relations of the company 
in India have been greatly changed' and en- 
larged within the period under examination. 
Tne invesrigjftiou of the charges of the In- 
dian govern! . r.t hr general is proposed to be 
taken up distinct y in another part of thin 
li pint, and it will -then appear thatUJe^n- 
qit’ised civil ebaige to be exhibited has 
been i niumeed in a very considerable de- 
gree, m consequence of cessions obtained 
under subsidiary ainmgenients, or of ter- 
ritories acquired by conquest. The ex- 
amination of this branch separately has 
thermion* been thought prefciai le. But 
bi lore cut: ring upon the detail, it is proper 
to premise, that the charges consist solely 
of the expence ailen hiig the collection of 
the i<" ciines and administration of justice, 
with the payments made to tin* nabobs or 
princes, and their dependants; the net 
amount being supported to be applicable to 
the discharge of such paits of liulitaiy ex- 
pellees, which may have been incui red un- 
der t'.c cmr-ig* incuts of the treaties, ot have 
been produced by additional forces required 
lor maintaining the eonquc'ts. The <sti- 
m. tc of 1795 was formed soon nftir the 
ucciptof tin* advices of tl 'conclusion of 
the yiisorc war in 1792, ami tin calcul i- 
tions wen made undei \ cry imperfect in- 
fo* mat ion of the real value of the districts 
obr m d under the treaty tl»<n concluded 
w iiii l ippoo. The nee pts fiom Oudc.Ar- 
cot and Tanjoie, were agreeable to the 
tiealies, j.s will be lieu af.er mote particu- 
larly explained. According to the estimate* 
the expectations from subsidiary at range- 


fcicnU were stated as follows: 

For reasons assigned in the fanner 
part of this icport, tlic # gtueial 
comparison of thi* blanch must 
necessarily bo made with the year 
180(J-7,ni which year the amount 

is stated at ... • 

being an increase of 


0 

The pursuit of the examination in detail 
•f this statement will first lead to, 

The Receipt from the Nabob of Oude, 
which was estimated in 17p3 as follows : 
Gross ----- L, 530, 000 
Charges .25,800 

Net - - - - _L,504,?00 

The ceded district of Oude, bal- 
ing under the administration of 
tliAb Ren oral nttMudenov tli*. 


%lre *■ I’pc' int. [charge. 

Net. 

i,. 

7. 

L. 

l. Mo.oro 

2 ‘>,300 

• 1,114,20 t 

(">,7-11.00 


4,245,720 

5,301 ,09 1 

2, i<;y,.>67 

2,851,3 29 


year 180(i-7 musts oe taken as 
the pci iod for comparison. Ju 
that year the gioss revenues 
were - - - - jL. 1,742, > 14 


the charges - 511,255 

and the net reyenue - - 1*23 1 Ml 

exceeding the estimate in no:i, 
in gross receipt, 

ill D«t L.T27,)19 



ASIATIC ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810 -il 


3M 

The estimate formed in fho year !?<>:», is 
stated to have i drawn in coufonnityv ith 
the treaty o: sign « went with ttie Nabob 
of Oude in tin yc<v«. I?h7, under w nidi a 
Stipulated suv. i was to be paid tof the em- 
ployment et a specific ruiuKi of the com- 
pany's troops for the protection of too na- 
bob’s dominions, ami providing that the 
sum stipulated to iit»i >;.i«l sliiiold lie in- 
creased or diminished, acroidn’i: to the 
alteiatiuii which nug) 1 hr made in the 
number of hoop* so employed. 

On the 20 tli Mauii,i?d? tie nabob 
agreed to the addition id .Vj • if rupees 
per ipmuni, for an ineie;.'*id military toiee 
ofb one regiment of F.uiopcun, and one of 
native cnvaliy . « 

Thc«e agreements contir.i’vl n: opciation 
tilt the end of the year 1'“?. The iiici ease 
of subsidy, after that pi rmd to rioO-l, m,!s 
in consequence of a mw ticar\ with the 
present leigning nabob of Oiidc, S:.mhit 
Ally Khan, who micci idcii to the Musiiud 
on th< depo-ition of t< e rah* b Vizier Ally 
the umiu ihatt micci ssor of \sopa til !)ov\- 
lah. Ti:is tie:. tv w.is dated liu 1 .1>J Feb- 
ruary, 17‘Jh, to commence limn llu* 21st 
January. The K»m stipulated ro he paid 
b\ the nabob Vi/sei L p< »• 

annum, including npc mis and pensions to 
he paid to tin* Begums, princi*, &<■. The 
force to he supplied by the company was 
never to he le-s than 10,000 im ii,u<chMnng 
Europeans, natives, cnvaliy, and mt'anti v . 
if it should Income neres.-ary to hint use 
them beyond t >,000, the actual ditft icncc 
ot‘ expellee to be paid by the Nabob ; ami 
if from ail) necessity ledoced hch’W 
men, a deduction to be niafcie fiom the 
• annual stipend, equal to the at Inal diffe- 
rence lit Sow the stipulated nun h r. 'I nu- 

poi ary provisions wire made » expecting the 
cxpciice ot the rcpsiii* of forts and cf placing 
the Nabob Saadut Aliy iq on the itimne. 
The political situation el* l. dia itipihing a 
force excuding the Id, union, a* stipula- 
ted, to be stath m d in Oad« irom tin ytai 
1798-9 to lhO’-l. tii i« '*i ijrt- tnn.. iim 
Nabob appear gicatei in tn<".< year*-. 

This ticHty coi.liuiwu in omi.thon till 
theyeai 1U/1, u hen it was <«upci.*idt d by 
another treats-, dated ti.e lotn November, 
under vvl.icii Uistihts weie cedt l in ptipt> 
trial sovcicignty to the comp my, edmi.i- 
t«d at a jiiiuma oi annual gross rent of 
Lucknow Sicca nipcm ),47 J, or 

I,. 1,j0L\0.Vj. The districts wen to be 
delivered to the company from the ‘J^d 
September. This tei i ltm nil ci ssioii being 
declared to be in lieu of the subsidy and 
of all expences oil acctmnt of defensive en- 
gagements, no demand is tq Jie made in fu- 
ture upon the Vizier, either for the expcucc 
of the British detachments attached 'To his 
person, or on auy othet account whatever. 

The financial effecnjff thh alteration in 
the engagement With tlie nabob of Oude 


is shewn in the statement from the vehr 
1801 - 2 , by iiicu used receipt and additional 
el. urge for the management of the revenues 
am! the administration «uf justice in the 
reded distiiefa. Antecedent io this period, 
the charges stated in the acc« nut as dis- 
bursed, wereiueicl) those of the residences 
at Lucknow and witli Seiiulia. 

Onthi 1 itn of July, 1802, a proclamation 
\va« issued, declaring the intention Of the 
government respecting the plan of settle- 
ment of Inc landed reunite ofthe ceded 
districts, which, after the trial of two trien- 
nial %ttleimnts. finally extendi d to ten 
u nis, with iiici e'lHil rents in each pniod, 
upon pfiucipks detailed in the proclama- 
tion, and was « Mutually to lead, under 
c< l 4 .tin reservations and provisions, to a 
pi: mane nt settle a. cut. In March luoj 
a rode of laws was publish* d for the inhr- 
ii,’* go\< iiimcnt ofthe district-, in a num- 
ber of u ^illations accrrdmg to tnc plan in 
t incticc as t\» the lower provbict s, defining 
tlu pi im ij.k . hath ofii'ventie manageim nt 
and judii oil admiiiisiraficin. Oihcis have 
iuen-un.' p«.sM d, modifying and umend- 
n g l!ie im.m r leguhitions as occasion re- 

I’ll * 1 ' *h 

due n anaii* mint of these newly -ceded 
distiKtsv.im.it lirst committed to a licu- 
ti ,«.«nt guv n nor and three commi-sioneis, 
v.it*> pii>per oitif e*i*s tc.v ihe cell* ctuui of 
tite r» w‘Tii»c .ind the ad:rn/ii^ f i alion ufjiis- 
• iee. ?n the ^t.ir K’/hi the offices ot lieu- 
te.niit gov <1 nor and of coinmissioncrs were 
abolished, and the siqvriun mlauce wvh 
committed tathe hoard ol'n \eauc at the 
pn suit m ) . 

in Io'’? a temporal) coirmi«sion was 
appointed, for the pnrpiAc of an inquiry, 
prcpaiato.) to the completion of settlement 
of the rents of these dist vi-ts. T'Ik ieu- 
inu letter from Bengal ot' ll.e 7th April, 
lJiny, adv.sis the < ■ tai.lBlnneiit of tnese 
ciimniissmiu rs as a pt’inanent lioaid 
having bun d< le rmined upon, and that 
tlien ji*l isei tl ill '\.is to eompielu mi the 
winm (*f the nppti pi o\ mi*cs, \ iz tin* i e« 
di fi Ml (fieJe, ti i eompij n d, and toe Bt- 
n.iK s di-tnit. 'J'lie cmdroul <:f tju- board 
ot icvinui i>\» i the coilectimis, and of the 
buaid ol’tr.i *.i ovo tlie customs, with the 
cxucpiion of t utt.ick, is transferred to 
t.uc boaiel'cd ct mmishioners. 

r liie gnat receipt in the year BiOt'-d, 
arises liqjn tiie iccovery of balances ofthe 
ievciii.es ofthe: preceding year. The in- 
creased receipt from Oude, after the year 
lrmo-l, is to be attn buUd to the complete 
alteration of .the relations with the nabob 
of Oude in the commutation of territory 
for subsidy . The improvi ment of the Re- 
venue of the districts since they have been 
undo the management of the company’s 
government, is shewn by the latter years of 
the statement. 
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Subsidy and Collections op the Re- 
venues of the Carnatic. 

The subsidy was e stimated in 

iry;3 at l.sg 0,000 

Tin* gross revenues of the Car- 
natic amounted in the year 
1808-9 to - - L. 1, 10,679 * 

and tlie charges, including the 
payment of tue nabob’s sliare 
of the revenues reserved un- 
der the tieaty, at - il !.3<w 
• making a net revenuToT ” 60?,371 

which is more than the subsidy, - 

as estimated in 1 i 93, by the 

suiuot ------ JLft4‘2,.»71 

Tut Mini estimated in 179.3 was according 
to file stipulations of the treaty concluded 
by the marquis Cornwallis with the nabob 
of A i cot, dated 1‘jtli July, 179 L 2. JJy 
those stipulations, as applicable to the 
nabob, he was bound to the annual pay- 
ment of a subsidy amounting to L>6 0d,*l4J, 
of which sum ‘j- 18,44^1. was to be applied 
to the liquidation of the debts dm* to bis 
private ei editors, having 5n0,000l as a 
subsidy to the company ; j02,;ni0l. was to 
In paid by the nabob in monthly kists, (or 
instalments; the leinaindrr was to be ic- 
reivtd by a tiausfer of the ptslicush or 
tribute payable by the poligats of certain 
distiiMs mentioned in the schedule of the 
ti i uty. The subsidy of 3GO,u()ol. w as stated 
lobe tortile nabobs slum* of the expence 
oftiie company's military tones; but in the 
event ot occasion ansiii” on thepait of the 
nabob for any number oi tioops tor col- 
let turn of lus levumes, or support ot bis 
autlioiity, the additional extra cxpcucc was 
to be dunged to him. In the event of the 
kists payable to the company falling in 
an ear, pnwci of assumption of certain dis- 
tricts w'as resoved to the company. 

it ha* bun lemaiked that the estimate of 
1791) was homed according to that .Tcaty. 
The receipts trom Aient, in the statenu nt 
marked It., in the year 179/-J, ddler from 
tins estimate, fiom the revenues of the 
Carnatic having been collected by the com- 
pany for upait of that year. They were 
assumed, under the treaty of J 787 , during 
the war w ith Tippoo then enuejud* d. The 
assumed districts having hecib delivered 
ovei to the nabob soon after the oxeciilioft 
of the tieaty ot 179J, the payments made 
by his highness from i to 1800-1 vveie 

in conformity with the stipulations of that 
treaty. 

On the 31st July, 1801, a new treaty was 
concluded with the nabob of'Arcot, vest- 
ing tin* civil and military government of 
the Cuiuutic in the company, together 
with the full and exclusive right to the 
revenues theieof for ever : re servmgto the 
nabob the annual payment of one lifth part 
of the net collections upon principles de» 
lined in the treaty ; the company enga- 
ging to apply the annual sum of 248,4421. 


to the liquidation of the nabobs registered 
private debts, according to the stipulation 
of the treaty of 1792, till it should be com- 
pleted. The entire defence of the Car- 
natic, aifi the maintenance of internal tran- 
quillity and police, were undertaken by the 
company. The treaty to take place from 
the 1st July, 1801. 

The effect of this new arrangement 
appears in the statement fiom-tlieyearl80l-‘j f 

1 lie gross receipt of the year 1803-4 was 
the gi cutest realized since the cession of the 
districts to ttae company. It was less in 
1804-5, bar in lbOG-7 a considerable defal- 
caiion appears. The settle incuts on which 
tlie collections of 1803-4 and 1804-5 were 
made, weie found loo high for the follow- 
ing years . but tlie defalcation in 1806-7 is 
chiefly’ 10 be ascribed 10 tlie severe drought 
over almost the whole of the PeninMiia. 
r llic charges inc'ude the payments to the 
nabob for ills share, winch must varv with 
the amount of the icvonncs, mid the ex- 
pellees, ot < very description attending the 
civil administration of the countiies, which 
have been mcieascd since JliOobv tlie gene- 
ral inttodiierioii ol tlie judicial syst. m.‘ The 
inci eased net receipt on the present compa- 
rison is to be attributed to tnc change pro- 
duced by th. tn «ty of 1 3i/1 j and it is to lie 
iciuaiked that the gross nvcipt is exclu- 
sive of the sum mi apart tbi the liquidation 
ot the pi 1 vale debts ot the nabob, icspect- 
ing winch it is to be obspived, that the 
Mini of >18,1421. which has alrcadv been 
adv cited to, asset apait for the Jiqnida- 
tion of those debts, in conformity with ihe 
treaty of 17 9 tT, was appropriated to that 
pm pose, till the whole amount of theseve- 
lai cla»es, which had been arranged in 
consequence ot instructions to die Madia* 
government by letter dated 9tli December, 
17 8 1, in coutoriuity with the act of the 24tli 
Geo. .id. cap. 25. sic. 37. was paid off. 
Tins was accomplished in the ycai 
Since that period measure^ have been 
taken for ti.s bquidatiori of the debts which 
were m.t included in those classes, as well 
as what were afterwuids incurred. Com- 
missioners have been appoimedjn Kngtnud 
and at Madras foi examining and making up 
the account, and the annual sum ofPagoWs 
3,40,000, or 136,0001. has been set. apart from 
the revenues for die payment of the same. 
TaN.JOKI: Stiil^lDY AND COLLECTION OF 
THE REVENUES. 

The subsidy was estimated in 


1793 at ------- 160,000 

The gross collection of 
the 1 e venues amount- 
ed in the year j 808-9 

to 431 , 405 

The charges including the 
payment to the rajah 
to ----- - 159,051 

And the net revenue to - - 202,3 >1 
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Tlie sum estimated in 1793, to be pay- 
able under this head, was according to a 
treaty proposed to be entered upon with 
the rajah of Tanjore in the year 1792. The 
payments stipulated to be ma<f? by the 
rajah to the company for his share of (he 
military expenses, upon the principle on 
<wliich the nabob of Arcot had agreed to 
contribute towards those expenses, was 
160,0001.; 140,0001. as an annual subsidy, 
and 20,0001. for the part of his former sub- 
sidy which had fallen in an cat : 45,7111. 
for peshcusli or tnbute todhe nabob of 
Arcot, and 2-1,0001. for the liquidation of 
his private debts. In the whole 2v9.71il. 
The payment of the pcshcinh "as to he 
deferred for three years, to he aflcrwnr^s 
recoverable. Powei was i canned for as- 
sumption of the revenues in the went of 
failure in the regular payment of the kisls 
detailed in the treaty. 

The war with Tippoo having ended cniiv 
in the year 1792, it was thought a \eiv 
proper season for entering into tieaties with 
the nabob of Arcot, and the rajah of Tan- 
jore, more Milted to the abilities of their 
respective countries than those roiiehuh d 
with them in the year 1737, which had 
been acted upon to this period. The ar- 
rangement with th»’ nabob i f Aicot has been 
already staled. It was expected that the 
treaty proposed to be made with the rajah 
of Tanjore won hi have been executed at 
the same time, m Jvlueli ease the managt- 
inent of the revenues of his country, which 
had been assumed during the war, in like 
manner with those of Aicot, would also 
have l>een surrendered to him , but a vai i- 
cty of obstacles retarded the (joneluMon of 
the arrangement, partly from the rep etion 
at first by the rajah of the terms pioposcd, 
and paitlv from doubts having been enlei- 
tained of the piopnety of entrusting him, 
at that time, with the < lunge and manage- 
ment of the public revenue, winch 
had been assumed as senility lor the sub- 
sidy. It was not therefor^ tlill the r.tli 
Jiiiy, 1793, that the treaty w^.s executed, 
■end the country surrendeied to his manage- 
niejit. 

r J he effects of the above appear in the 
receipts of the year 1792-3 and 1793-4, us 
fehtwMin the statement It will likewise 
appear that, though then iiniry was Muien- 
deied to tlic rajah, he did yot fulfil the sti- 
pulated engagements of the treaty, but fell 
short in his payments in the year 179-1-5 to 
The amount of 20,0001. This failuie is to 
‘be attributed to the complete disorder into 
which the whole of the internal manage- 
ment, of his affairs bad fallen, insomuch as 
to endanger the future realization of either 
the accruing demands, or of the existing 
arrears of the former subsidy. It became 
therefore necessary for the Madras govern- 
ment to avail itself of the powers reserved 
by t^e treaty, by amunung the manage^ 


ment of the districts assigned 'as security 
for the fulfilment of tire terms of it. The 
effect of this measure is shewn in the re- 
ceipt of the year 1795-6. 

It is not deemed necessary in this place 
to state in detail the deposition of the rajah, 
the measures pursued for placing the legal 
heir upon the Musnud, or the commission 
appointed to investigate the stale of affairs 
in tin' country, as it h* merely proposed 
to bring to notice, the leading circumstances 
which affected the receipt, and the expendi- 
ture. It is therefore only requisite to re B 
niaik thnt the assumed districts remained 
under the manage merit of the company ’s 
servants till the year 1799. On the 25th 
October of that year, the rajah, who had 
been called to the succession on the opinions 
of tiie most respectable pundits as to his 
legal light, entered mio another treaty, in 
wlii' h he sum ndored the whole of the re- 
venues of the country to the exclusive ma- 
nagement of the company, irs« rving to him- 
self the annual payment of one lack of 
pagodas, or 40,0001. and onc-fiftli of the net 
revenue-, tobceoniputed on principles defin- 
ed m the treaty. The rev* lines derived from 
Tanjore continue to be realized agreeably to 
the terms cf this treaty, and the internal 
management of the districts has been as- 
similated, a* much as possible, both in col- 
lection of UAcniu' and administration of 
just'co. to the system in practice in other 
to 1 1 it m »e ‘s of the company. 

The alb ration which is exhibited on the 
comparison with the estimate in 1793, is to 
be altuhiitcd to tin change of eireumstancis 
as above slated. 

Mysore. 

The net collections from these 
dist ncis were estimated in 
1793 to amount to - - 390,00# 

The revenues realized, together 
witli the subsidy from the Ra- 
jah in the year lh03-‘), amount- 
ed to -T - 1, >10,223 

Di duet charges oO 

collecting the re- > 2g0,302 

venue, &x. - -> 


Tl;e net receipt, is - - 1,259,026 


Which exceeds the estimate 
iiKi;le r in the y ar 1793, in the 
sum of - Jj, 869,926 


This part of the territories was acquired 
by conquest, and the great increase in the, 
net revenue is to bp attributed to the entire’ 
change which has been produced since the 
year 1793. The estimate formed at that, 
period was calculated upori rather imperfect 
information as to the real value of tbe die- 
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tricis devolved to the company in conse- 
quence of the treaty of Sermgapatam, 
concluded after the highly favoutahle issue 
of the war, which terminated in the com- 
mencement of the year 1792. By that 
treaty the Nabob Tippoo Sultan surren- 
dered one half of his dominions. The 
war having been conducted by the united 
operations of the forces of the company, 
the Ni 2 am and the Peishwa, an equal m- 
vision of the conqncicd territories was 
made between the allies, as specified in 
the schedules to the treaty. 

The Juminu or rent roll of the com- 
pany’s share was rated at eanterai pagodas 
1:5,16,765, or 438,921/. The estimate in 
1793 was takeu on what was, at the time, 
conceived a moderate scale of calculation, 
being 70,000i. below r the amount war- 
ranted by the advices from India. The 
inspection of the statement will shew that 
during the first four >e.*rs, iroz-d to 1795-6, 
the gioss collections w« re considerably^ be- 
low the amount in the J amnia: on the ave- 
rage of the tliric following 3 ears they ex- 
ceeded the Jiimnta ; but the net produce 
during the whole of this period, viz. 1792-3 
to 1798-9, never reach ml the sum esti- 
mated 111 1793. The internal tranquillity 
of one of the principal districts having 
frcqucntU been disturbed, must have occa- 
sioned some loss of revenue. 

The complete change of circumstances, 
which has been adverted to, w.is produced 
by the war which r tided in the year 1799, 
111 the death of Tippoo, and the entire 
conquest of the whole of his dominions. 
The effect is shewn m the statement ftom 
the 3 ear 1799-lhOO. After that c\ent the 
legitimate rajah of Jlfvsore was placed 
upon his tin one, and a partition treaty 
was cuucludf d : the share ®of t« rritory 
allotted to tnc rajah of Mysore, the com* 
pany, the Nizam, ami the IVishwa, are 
shewn in distinct .schedules. The surren- 
der of the part allotted to the Peishwa 
was subject to certain conditions on Iqs 
part, which on his failing to fullii them 1 , 
Was to be made over to the nizam, and 
the company: two-thirds to the former, 
and 011 c third to the latter. The Peishwa's 
.share was subsequently divided in that 
proportion. ' t 

'flic additional revenues which fell to b 
tile company iir consequence of this treaty 
maytfc estimated as follows: ‘ 

•Share of territory pags. 6*17y641 

Deduct allowances to the 
families of Hydcr Ally, 
and Tippoa - *• - . 2 , 00,000 

4,47,641 

A separate treaty was con- 
cluded with the rajah of 
Mysore, stipulating the 
payment of a subsidy to 
the company, for the 
defence of his domi- 

yoi.jfc 


niotts, amounting to - 7 , 00,000 

♦ j* Total Pags. 11,47,641 

o| L . sterling. - - 459,056 

The vrliole s>ro«s revenue, as stated 
in the schedule** of the treaties of 1792 v 
and 1799, might be estimated as follows: 
Treaty of 1794 - - 1. 458,9*21 

Treaties of 1799 - - - 459,056 

Ttotal - - l. 897,977 

The correctness of the acromion which 
the schedules to tlie treaties weie formed 
w %3 much doubted. After the capture 
of Seriugapataip m 1799 a very intelligent 
officer w us appointed to enter upon a mi- 
nute investigation of the rent rolls of the 
districts. According to hi* repot t, the 
rental of th se acquired by the company 
in 1799 was calculated at pagodas 14,78,698 
or .*>‘> 1 , ny/. 011 this principle the revenue 
obtained by the conquest might be stated 


as follows : 

Teiri tones 1.691,479 

Deduct pensions - - - 80,000 

511.479 

Subsidy from the rajah - 280,000 

791.479 

Adding what was estima- 
ted under the tieatv of 
1 792 ----- - 438.991 


The whole amount esti- 


mated to be derived 
b>’ the conquest of 
Ml sore mignr be sta- 
ted at 1,2. >0,409 

To shew the gross pro- 
duce, add pensions, as 
they arc included m 
the change in the state- 
ment 80,000 

when the estimated *total 

gross revenues will' be l. 3, 33 0,000 


which calculation is found to be nearly 
v pitied by the actual accounts for the 
year 1800-1, and fqfm* some pi oof of 
the correctness of the estimate now made. 

The system of management in piactioe 
iu the other provinces, as to the collection 
of revenue and admihistiation of justice, 
has been introduced, wherever practi- 
cable, into these districts, and (he marges 
comprize the expense attending the same, 
and the allowances and pensions cons&> 
quent upon the possession of the country. * 

Subsidy from the Ni&tm, and revenues 
of the' districts ceded by him. 

It was not thought proper to include, 
in the estimate of the year 1793* any sqpi 

A st 
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on account of tlie .subsidy from the Nizam, 
as nothing was inserted npon this account 
cither in the statements of the preceding 
years to 1790-1, or in the estimates re- 
ceived from India for the y^ar 1791-2. 
The view of the statement will shew a 
change in the relations with the Ni/am, 
as complete as what has been exhibited * 
in those w tiki the other princes. 

The origin of any subsidiary engagement 
appears to have been in the treaty of the 
year 1768, but the more innm Imte cause' 
which led to the first payuent of a sub- 
aid} from him, which appears in the \ car 
1792-3 of the statement, is to be found 
in a letter from the governor-general to 
that prince, dated the 7th July, 1789^ in 
which principles were laid down, and af- 
terwards acted upon, as hating the full force 
of a treaty. Those principles recognized 
the stipulation^ in the treaty of 1768, in 
so far as the} were applicable to the fur- 
nishing of a nnlitarv foice h} the com- 
pany for the set vice of the Nizam, and to 
the subsidiary payment in consequence. It 
resil'd with his highness to make application 
tor the tore*', which was to earned of 
two battalions of Sepoys of not less 
than oOO men each, and d\ fn Id-pieces to 
be manned with the number of F.uro- 
pcati* usual in time of war, the ‘ expense 
of which was to he dunged at no more 
than the exact miiii such a foice would 
cost when employed in the field. The 
force was to numb withm two months, 
or sooner if possible, after being demand- 
ed. The charge to commence fiom the 
day of cutciing his tc intones, and to 
cease fioin the day of qmttqig them, with 
the addition of one month for defraying 
the necessary eiiaigts of prepaimg the 
dttachim nt for sei vice. 

In the year 1790, on the Nizam’s appli- 
ealmu lor the supply of tnis force, it was 
wrdeied accordingly, 'flu payment made 
us a subsidy, in conloinutv with this 
treaty or agreement, continued from 1*92-3 
to 17y7 -8. 

In conseque nce of 1 ii< political situation 
of India, fiom the designs of Tippoo Sui- 
taun in comvjt with the l\eneli, d» fr n- 
sive measui i s w ere thought m e< .sin y. '1 he 
Nizam having e\pi«vM a d 4 dv'die for an 
increase of tin- detachment living hi his 
dominion 13 , outlie l"t .September, i<9d, a ‘ 
new sub^idiaiv iieaty was elite led into 
w ith him. The detachment w as increased 
to 6 , OIK) Sepoys, with a duo proportion 
of field-pieces manned with Europeans, 
aud the subsidiary payment for the 
same was fix ed at A root rupees 24,17,100 
or 276,2401. payable in silver of full cur- 
rency in four equal installments. A pro vision 
was made for £ssigO£)eut of territories, m 
Ihc event of fulling in arreas. 

The effect ase appears in the 

receipts of t^™grs’l7: J-9 and 1799-1800. 

On the, 12 tb October, 1800, a treaty of 


perpetual and general defensive alliance was 
concluded with the dizain, in which mate- 
rial alterations were made in the connec- 
tions with his Highness. The force to be 
supplied by the company fur the general 
defence and protection of his dominions was 
increased to eight battalions of Sepoys, 
or 8000 rank and file' and two regiments 
of 1000 cavalry, or hoi se, with their re- 
quisite complement of guns, European 
ai tilery men, labours and pioneers, fully 
equipped with wailike stores and ammu- 
nition, to be stationed in perpetuity in his 
Highness’s dominions. For the payment of 
this torn*, the territories acquired by the 
Nizapi under the treaty of Seringapatam of 
the 18th March, 179V, and under the treaty 
of My sore of the 2 2 d June, 1799, according 
to the schedules, were ceded in perpetuity 
to the company , and the revenues of them 
w ue to he considered as a full and com- 
plete satisfaction of all demands on ac- 
count of the subsidiary force. Some 
changes of territory fin* the accommodation 
of the loqnctivc bmmdaiics were stipu- 
lated for, hut, according to the schedules, 
to the treaty, the annual jiinuna of the 
ceded distnets may he estimated at Pa- 
godas 17,58,000, or 706,200 giovs revenue. 

From the .year 1800-1 111 the statement 
the effect of ttiis last i.inmgi incut is ex- 
hibited. It will app<fr that the gross re- 
ceipt, as above climated, has been fully 
icaliztd in one ye.Ji only, viz. 1807-8 ; it 
is hovrcvci to he remained that at the time 
tin' distiirl" vv«ie made over to the com- 
pany their internal situation was very 
unpromising, and the inhabitants were 
much impoveiisiied. Considerable im- 
piovunents have bet n produced, and the 
hope may be t ntcrtained of the original es- 
timated avs(%ment being exceeded. 

The ef uges here shewn are for the ex- 
pense of manageiueiii, and payments of 
pensions to some of the Nizam’s officers. 

The system in general pi act ice for the 
collection of the icv< ours and the admi- 
nistiation of justice lias been introduced, 
as- far as practicable, into these districts. 

Till* net 1 c venue is Hie sum applicable to 
the payment of the expence of the sub- 
sidiary foice fmnished under the treaty. 

bUBSlUY FllOtW TICK KaJAH OF TflA- 
•'< • VANCORl!). 

The estimate of 1793 did not state any 
expectation under this head. According 
to the 'Madras accounts, the Rajuh bad made 
subsidiary payments to the company from 
the year 1789-90. The omission is sup- 
posed to have arisen from the circumstance 
of' the payments not having been made un- 
der permanent engagements. 

The war with Tippoo, concluded in tUc 
year 1792, had for -its first ostensible cause 
the attack by that prince on the lilies of 
the Rajah of Travancore, who was in -close 
alliance with the company. li was there- 
fore considered as a Matter of justice that 
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the Rqjah should, in like manner with the 
nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of Tan- 
jore, be called upon to contribute, ac- 
cording to his ability, his proportion to- 
wards tJie expenses of the war. The pro- 
portion was calculated at half the amount 
of his net revenues. The last payment, to 
any amount, appears in the statement to* 
have been made in 1792-3. A small sum 
was received in 17 93-4. After this period 
the .settlement of accounts with the Rajah 
was transferred fr< m Madras to Bombay, 
but, dining the time years 1794-5 to 1796-7, 
nothing was received under tins head. In 
the year 1795 a peimanent ireaty was eon- 
eluded with the Rajah, subject to tfce rati- 
fication or appioval ot the Court of Direc- 
tors, in which it was stipulated that a sub- 
sidiary force should be furnished by the 
company for the service of the Rajah, con- 
sisting of thiec battalions of Sepoys, one 
company of European artillery, and two 
coiupunu s of Lascars, for which a sum was 
to be paid annually, equivalent to the ex- 
pense of the same. 

No paymi lit was made under this treaty 
till the year 17 )7-8. Eroju 179J-9 to 
1806 the amount of this subsidy, fixed at 
4', 9111. has hern annually realized in the 
way of set-otfin the accounts with the Ra- 
jah for pcp;*er furnished by him under con- 
tract. It is to th? remaiked that in Jnuuaiy, 
1805, another treaty was entered into 
with the Rajah, increasing the subsidiary 
force by one complete icgiment of native 
infantry, and adding to the subsidy to the 
amount of ']>,1A6» for the expense of it; 
but no payment was made on account of the 
additional subsidy, for neatly two yeais 
subsequent to the conclusion of the treaty, 
notwithstanding the remission of half of it 
for that period. In the \carli:ti8, thmigh 
the inttignes of the Dew an of the Rajah, 
seiious disturbances occuned, and ended 
in direct hostility against the company, 
which was happily subdued ; and the Rajuh 
is stated to have made a considerable pay- 
ment in discharge of the ariears of subsidy. 
Srnsinv from i tin Rajah of Cochin. 

No estimate wax made of any payment 
under this head. The only lectipts from 
the Rajah upon tins account, were in the 
years 1791-2, and 17D2-3. t 

The Rajah was, previously to* 1791, a t 
tributary to Tippoo .Sultaun. On the 
fitli January of that year, lie tluew off his 
allegiance, and became tributary* to the 
company, and entered into a treaty aceoid- 
ingly, fixing his yearly tribute to rise in 
three years from tO,oOU to 1,00*000 rupees, 
at which it was to continue. 

The possession of JRakibar by the com- 
pany after 1792, and the conquest of Cochin 
from the Dutch, having placed the situation 
of the Rajah upon another footing with the 
company, nothing further has been re- 
ceived on the basis of the above treaty. 


Collections from the districts ce- 
ded by the Guicowak Rajah. 

The political connection with the Gui- 
covvar Rajah (as exhibited in the statement) 
commenced in March, 1802, when articles 
of convention were entered into with him, 
in consequence of his i aving solicited the 
assistance of English trot ps in securing his 
right as hgithnate heir. This convention 
rovided, in the first place, for the lvim- 
uismunt of the expeue** which of-wit 
attend his rc-rstubliduncnf, by a tempmary 
assignment or vuoitga^r of cc 1 tain (hornets ; 
and, in the second place, for permanently 
subsidizing about ?,0r0 mmxixs, a company 
of European artillery, and two companies 
o ^Lascars, including trie estaJilMimc it of 
stores, the whole expend* of which was ' 
computed in estimate at tlie rate 'of 65,00.0 
rupees 'per month, or 87,750 per an- 
num, for the payment of which, lands were 
to be afterwards ceded to the company. 

\ cesMou from the fomicr Rajah was 
recognized l»v this convention. On the 6th 
June following, the war having ended .suc- 
cessfully, an agieenn nt was entered into 
with lift* Rajah ronfirnuiig : lie convention of 
the l.itli March, and nuikintr other ces- 
sions of Uirifory, hot it was uol till 
tlie Jlst April, 1895, that the definitive trea- 
ty was concluded, on which the present 
connection with the Rajah is edahlislicd. The 
sufisidiarv force to he pennant fitly station- 
ed m Irs dominions was fixed at .>. <UV native 
infantry, one company of European ar- 
tillery, two companies of gun Lascars, with 
nccr.xsaiy oidiuance, win like stores, and 
ammunition, for the cxpeuce of which dis- . 
tiicts producing a revenue of 1 31,6251. as 
described in a schedule, were ceded to tl\c 
company. Tlie fnmer codons were also 
confiimed, an I the districts were »*iort- 
gagvd, till the advances made i>y th* %m- 
pan) on account of the Rajah shall he li- 
quidated. The etiect of these several ai- 
rangeiiicnts is shown in the statement. 
The receipts are exclusive of what has been 
recovered of^lic debt owing by the Rajah 
to the company ; the cl arges are those of 
management. The revenue and judicial 
systems in\e hi eii extended to ceitam parti 
of the soululi or pioviuce. 

# The irvenucs of the distncts acquired 
by ocsmoii anil conquest from the Huft- 
rattas, shewn in the last column of the 
statement, aic now to he examined. 

Although a treat) of oii'cimve and de- 
fensivc alliance subsisted between tlie 
Peihhwa and the company at the time of 
the foiinatioii of the estimate of 1973, 
no notice was taken of the subsidiary sti- 
pulations of that treaty, as they were 
not pf a permanent description. This 
_ treaty was da'-cd the 5Ui July, 1799. It 
was entered into during the was with Tip* 
poo then depending, and stipulated for tlie 
employ meut of two battalions of the com^ 
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pany’j forces, the cliaree of which was 
to he defray eri by t!ic Peisliwit; the re- 
ceipt i|| 179<V> was upon this account, nnd 
that in 1791-5 was in the discharge of the 
balance remaining due under fit treaty. 
The receipts in the 3 car 1803-1 and the 
subsequent years, wtie in consequence of 
the arquiiemcnt of temtoiies tiom the 
Pfisbwn under a treaty of cession, and from 
Dowlut Row Seiuclia and the iajah of Reiar 
by conquest. The cessions by the lVMivva 
were made under the ir.stumunt deno- 
minated’ the treaty of Rsissrin, which was 
concluded with hi; n^hncss on the Jlst 
December, 1805. 

Under thi> treaty flu company were cii- 
t paced to furnish a subsidiary force for tac 
service of the Peishwa.. consisting of 
6,000 nativ e infantry , and the usual pi opoi- 
tion of held pieces and European jrtnlciy- 
men. with the propci equipment of win- 
like stores and iuiuuunition, to hr station- 
ed in nnpetuity in his lugluiesA domi- 
nions. | (, or the payment ot the expense 
of this foier terntoiies •weir ceded, pio- 
ducing, according to the nciicduU^ a mi- 
tal of '.’(i lacks of rup« e« ; resolving a pio- 
vision for an exchange if .dierw.uds fueud 
ficces.sarv, or for addiMm.i! <*i ■*‘i«:i*»if tile 
reded districts diontd not, .itici the t\m- 
rietice of three year,-., realize then com- 
puted value. Piovisions weiu likewne 
made for mutual assistance in t ic event of 
war, and f< * otlu r eii . umstunees. 

Oil the tdth 1)( comber, 1303, IliK fr< aty 
underwent a eoii'-ideiable modification, 
and an ngi cement or snppleimntal tnaiv 
was concluded, which is die basis on which 
the districts ceded by the »lVidiw«i :ne 
now held. Under this agi cement tin* 
lidiary force was increased by t!;e addition 
of a regiment of native cavalry ; and *nnio 
alteration was made in the principle of 
mutual assistance in the event of war; 
a change of the ten dot its etded lindu 
the formci tre ats vwisubo made. Obtneta 
situated in the Carnatic and in (V/eiat, 
valued in the schedule at J (>y.< ,900 iiipccs 
Were commute d for tetri tors in Uendfeeui.cl 
valued at iiipccs .‘ 10 , to, ()()>) ; bit d is to 
be it-murked that, at the time of tl e c on- 
clusion of rius tr<a*y, the di-.tiiet of Mun- 
dlceund was in a dintiubfd *taie, end !,*u* 
necessity existed tor the < n»pln\ ..u ut of 
u military foiee to establish an nutlioiity 
over the coimtiy ; cxtrsMrdmi .y provision 
was therefoie made in the above compu- 
tation of the value of the cession to d< riay 
that expense. 

Tlic leecipts from the Piisliwaare on 
land rents, customs arid duties, pm fly 
in Surat, and partly in the province of 
Ihmdlecund, tftt former under the manage- 
ment of tH# ‘Jiombay gon ei nnicnt, and 
the latte# fc$icr that of Bengal. 

The districts obtained by conquest from 
Dow hit IUr,v Scindifdr were fast establish- 


ed in the possession of the company by 
the treaty of peace dated the 30th Decem- 
ber, 1803 ; but a misunderstanding having 
aiiscn between the parties, another treaty 
was colored into the 22d November, 1805, 
to which supplemental or declaratory 
, articles were annexed. By this treaty 
the boundaries of the conquered districts 
are defined. These districts are situated, 
111 the Dooab, ami to the wesltvaid of the 
Jumna, and are under the management of 
the Bengal government, to which is to be 
added Broach ond its dependencies, which 
is under the diiection of the Bombay go- 
vernment. 

The** part acquired bv conquest for the 
rajah of Berar, was dually surmuleied un- 
der the tieuty of peace dated the 17th De- 
ecmbei, 1803. It rompiises the province 
of Cntlaek, including flu* poit and dis-» 
liiet of Bathisoicand is a dependency under 
the Bengal goveriuneui. 

The icecipts ronJam the gross revenues 
of tfie^e several dhmit.s obtained from 
the ^.diiuttas In tuatv or conquest. The 
chaises arc those of the management of 
the revalues, ami the administration of 
justice, vvhieti have been introduced upon 
flic system in geiural piactice. They 
hl.cvu: c ifu hide the stipends, allowance*, 
and pensions paid to the ^oy al family ut 
Delhi and then d< pendants, and to other 
person* , agiecobly to stipulations in the 
tieafies with the Beishwa and Scindia. 

The collections have been made on set- 
th limits roncluded from year to year. 
It being of inipoitanee tot the proper ad- 
ministration ot those districts, and the 
inoie accurately aseiTtauung llieir 1 c al 
value, a local eonimi.-*-ion w as determined) 
upon in the year 1807, winch Iris been ul- 
leady noticed 111 the 1 evenness of Oudc, was 
in flu* vein 1809 icmli icd pnmanent, and 
tliur supeiinteudaiiee « \londed To the ceded 
dbtticr* of Oude, and to the pioviliee of 
Donates. 

CHARGES. 

The charges of the administration of 
the govt inmeut of Imjia are next to be 
examined, upon the same principle of 
cmnparNnn as the revenues, and such ex- 
planations will he given as circumstance* 
nay appear to prescribe. The want of 
the detailed accounts of the Bengal presi- 
dency, as already noticed, will induce 
the nqye^tly of occasionally taking the 
year 1800-7 as the period of comparison, 
upon a similar principle with the revenues. 

The expmditure consequent upon the 
possession nf the ceded ond conquered dis- 
tnct>, in solar as relates to the civil ad- 
ministration uf them, and the stipulated 
and other payment* to the native princes 
and their dependants, having been ah eudy 
investigated, it will be uecessary to make 
an adjustment of the amount so disbursed 
m the examination now ptoposed to be made. 
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The entire charges of the 
government of India were 
estimated in the year 1793 

at 1.5,188,123 

Deduct those attending the 

.subsidies - 25,800 

The n* t amount, as estimated 
in 1793, will then he - - - 5,162,325 

Finn the want of detail of 
certain accounts the compa- 
rison must lie ccssarily be 
made with the year 1806-7, in 
which year the total charges 
. amounted to 15,285,908 

from which, deducting , % 

the civil charges of 
the ceded and con- 
quered districts - - 2,495,367 * 

die net amount will lie 1 2,788,541 

Which exceeds the estimate of 
the year 1793 in the sum of - 1. 7,626,21 6 

15ut the comparison with this period, 
although in some measuie frro-iTibed by 
necessity, fiom the want of documents by 
which the charges of the ceded and con- 
quered districts might he stated in detail 
lor the ytars 1807 8 and 1808 9, is not quite 
correct, nor a fair criterion of the state of 
affairs at the two periods, noi is it in coin- 
cidence with flic view given of the aggre- 
gate of the revenues, or of the general 
results as estimated in 179», and Uy tin* 
actual accounts of the year 1808-9. The 
charges disbursed in the year 1806-7, were 
greatly enhanced from including arrears 
lneiured during the late war, and the defi- 
i it was m consequence very large. The 
charge in the year 1808-9 is not affected by 
those circumstances, and the effect of mea- 
sures of retrenchment adopted by the Indian 
governments is beneficially experienced. 

The did ounce between the general re- 
sult of the year J 866-7, and that of the year 
IROB-P, was not less than 8,126,20u/. of 
which sum989,3l6/.w as producedbyincrea?- 
ed revenues, and 2,132,1 R V/. I>v a diminu- 
tion of the charges. It would liavi been 
satisfactoiy to have found it practicable to 
make an accurate adjustment of the charges 
of 1808-9, for the pui pose of a comparison 
witli this year, hut as that cannot he done, 
the only coui sc to be pursued is, UfcStippJyf 
Hie defect by such general information as 
can be deriv i d fi om the stat ements. Com - 
paiing the aggicgate charge, estimated in 

the year 1793 at 5,188,1 it 3 

with that disbursed in 1806-7, 

amounting to - - - - - 15,203,908 

• 

the increase would be - - 10,095,783 


and with fhat disbursed in 

1808-9, amounting to - - 13*151,224 


the increase would be - - 7/>Oo,099 

which is loss than is shewn in 
tUe comparison with 1806-7, 

in’ the sum already stated as * 

diminution of charge, viz. Z, 2,132 ,684 „ 


The increase of charges, on comparison 
w ith the estimate of 1793, excluding those 
of the ceded and conquered countries, hag 
been shewn to amount, in the year 1806-7, 
to 7,626, 2T6/. The increase, in the com- 
parison with 1808-9, including the chafgeg 
of those countries, has been stated at 
7 ,965 # f)99i. 

Reasons liavc been assigned for assuming ' 
the estimate, made in tlu; year 1793, as the 
basis of comparison with the actual accounts 
of the latest pc’niod. It must, nevertheless, 
be remarked, that the actual accounts of the 
year 179.3-1, might perhaps be considered 
a more pi oper period of comparison of the 
cxgoifclitiiic, a* that year was the first of 
the opeiation of the important civil ar- 
rangements, iu Bengal already noticed, the 
charge attending winch is to he examined 
hereafter in detail; and as in Hr f year the 
military arrangements, after the conclusion 
of the war, had been completed, as will 
likewise be moie puiticulaily adverted to. 

The gross charge of the year 1793-4 was 
6,066,924/, being le^s than in 1808-9 by 
7,081,500/.; of which 4, 182*, 764 is in the 
military charges, and buildings and fortifi- 
cations; and 415,671/. in increased civil 
chars cs at Madras and Bombay: 976,303/. 
iu the ceded and conquered countries under 
the. Bengal presidency, as far as can be 
traced in the accounts ■ 800,428/. in those 
under Madras and Bombay, leaving the 
sum of 048,799/. to he accounted for, 
partly in the charges of the ceded and con- 
quered districts under Bengal, and partly 
m the increased eivil expenses of that presi- 
dent, the detail of which is wanting. 

Not withstanding the proposition of tak# 
ing the year 17^3-1 foi the immediate pur- 
pose of eompanson with the charges by the 
last a< co. n»ts, it is not mtended to depart 
from the plan originally laid down in this 
lepoit with legal d to the estimate of 
1795; hut »n the pursuit of the examination 
of the detail ot the various heads of charge, 
the views entertained by that estimate will 
be noticed, nffd such explanatory remarks 
otlcred respecting them, as occasion may 
require. 

In the general statement, the charges, 
exclusive of those of the ceded and con- 
quRied districts, are sepniated into three 
•heads ; the military, the expense of build- 
ings mid fortification'*, and the civil charges, 
which comprize every oilier item of fixed 
expend'd tuv, and are shewn in detail in the 
supplementary statement marked C. 

It is to be ivmaiked that the amount of 
the sever: 1 1 heads of charge respectively, as 
exhibited in the columns of the statement, 
me taken fiomthe columns of the accounts 
laid before parliament, which shew the 
sum* actually dishuised in the year; conse- 
quently, those .sums may not always be con- 
sidered as the actual charge appertaining to 
the year ; as it occasionally happened that 
in some yours, a part of the charge became? 
inarrciu, and fell upon the disbursement 
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of the next year, by which the charge of 
one year appeared at a less amount, and 
that of another was enhanced in propor- 

Uon - f ' ft 

MILITARY CHARGES. 

The separation of the military charges, and 
tho*c of building? and l’oi Mirations, under 
distinct heads or columns, having been no- 
ticed, it UiiiN not !>e impiojiorto olh rsonie 
explanation of the iea*on of making this 
separation, m so far as icspoct* the military 
charge. The army in lmiia, though divid- 
ed under th«* administration of the three 
presidencies respectively, is, in its aggre- 
gate, to be considered as engaged for 
the protection of the einpiie at large. The 
immense inei-Mse, both in numbers and 
expanse. riei'miids more particular exami- 
nation .i! » the immediate causes of it , and 
it is conceit *d that tins examination can 
best be nude by a combination of the entire 
military rhaigc. Il i* howevi r, to be 
prtini»cd, that tr* prc^i :d numeiienl foiec 
of tin/ army cannot In said to luc e been 
determined im i c hi l>; the cxlenf of the 
company's unci« nt possessions, but it is go- 
verned likewise by Mik'idiaiy .stipulations, 
under tuaties with the native piinees of 
India, and by tl e increase requited in eon- 
sequence of the additional tciritoins ob- 
taimd by conquest 

When the estimate was framed in ti e year 
170.5, the political state of India was very 
different to what it vvu- at the latter peiiods 
in the statement. Tlicpimciplc on which 
the calculations in that estimate were made 
was gov trned by the circuit'd a lire* of the 
time, having in view the istahlishmnit and 
continuance of ptacc. The opinion of the 
late marquis Coinwa'bs \\a> adveilcd to in 
support cf those cab ulatu n*, and the c\- 
pciise inclined pi ev ions to the war with 
Tippoo Sultaun, tha n nuently concluded, 
was adopted for tee general mle as to the 
estimate of tin future prospects. On 
the>e several ginund*, the nylitary charges 
were estimat'd in the year 179:3 at the 
sum of - - - - 2, ° 1 7,500/. 

It is found INTI ’•saiy 
to tin companion 
with the chair ( of 
the year 1 to 
add tilt buddings 
and lortificaiion*, 
because the milita- 
ry buildings at Hen- 
gul in that year 
could not be V pa- 
rated. Add Tim c- 
fore ----- 1 17,875 

— ■■ ■— 3,0 Jo, 375/. 

The actual military 
charge in 1800-9 
qt&s, including mi- 
litary buildings at 
, HesRal - - - -r, 380,487/. 
Addreinaining build- 


iugs and fortifica- 
tions - - - - * 279, 3G4 

7,659,791 

Increase beyond the — — 

estimate of 1793 - - - - £4,624.4t6 

The estimate of 1793 appears to have 
been calculated upon rather too low' a scale 
ns to the military charges ; for, by the actual 
accounts of the year 1792-3, they amounted 
to a larger sum by 563,0001. this, however, 
may be in part imputed to the expense of 
winding up the war concluded in 1792. 

It is proposed to take the expense of the 
year 1793-4 as the most proper for com- 
parison with that of the year 1808-9, for 
the following reason. Although the war 
with Fraucr commenced in Europe ill the 
Curly pait of 1793,* it could have but little 
effect upon the military charge in India 
during the year 1793-4 ; and, consequently, 
as peace had taken place g» nerally in In- 
dia, and as a small sum or. j y was included 
for the arrears of the war, the expense 
might be considered as not far exceeding 
that of a peace establishment. 

The military charges in the year 

1793-1 amounted to - - - 3,361,837 

and tht‘ expense of buildings 

and fortifications to - - - 115,190 


Total- - - - £3,477,027 
The military charge 
in 1808-9, including 
militaiy building* at 
Bengal, amounted to 7,380,427 
And the lemaming 
buildings and foiti- 
fieations to - - - 279,364 

Together - - 7,639,791 


Increase ill 1808-9 - - - - 4,182,764 

It lias been remaiked, that the expense 
of tin buildings ami foitifieations at Bengal 
could not be distinctly slated for the year 
1808-9. This is to be usriibcd to the cir- 
cumstance of the military part of them 
being blended with the military charges m 
the abstract documents received from 
thence. The erection or i epairs of military 
buildings must be governed, in a great 
measure, by casual circumstances. Upon 
rhi* pre.HC'iit occasion it is difficult to form 
any estimate of them. If the gross expense of 
buildingsn ml fortifications at the presidency 
of Bengal in 1808-9 might be computed 
upon the average of tin* four yean, 1803-4 
to 180o-7 , the part i elating to the military, 
might be staled at 45,OUO /. This sum, ad- 
ded to the c cxpenco already mentioned for 
buildings, viz. 279,364/. would carry the 
whole charge of the buildings and fortifica- 
tions to 324,364/. consequently the increase 
on that head, on a comparison with the year 
1793-4, would be 289,174/. 4!ut this parti- 
cular branch of cxpcnce vfill be considered 
in its proper place. The present remarks 
arc* pitiodnced for the purpose of endeu- 
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accounting for this increase with satisfac- 
tory precision. The first explanation oY 
the cause of it might be given from the in- 
crease of the numbers of the armies in 
nearly an Ajual ratio. This will appear on 
a reference to a comparative abstiact view 
of the state of the armies of the three pre- 
sidencies, which is placed in the appendix. 
By this abstract, an increase of effective 
force in rank and file is exhibited as follows : 



1794. 

1808.9.# 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Europeans, 5 His Majesty’s - - - - 

r j Company’s - - r - 

5,310 

8,190 

20,348 

4,026 

15,038 

4,164 . 

Total Europeans 

Natives - - 

13,^00 

56,435 

24,374 

129,07/ 

Net 10,874 

79,642 

— 

Grand Total - - - - 

69,935 

153,451 

Net 83.516 



But this explanation, although affording 
a plausible teason for the additional charge, 
is by far too general. It is therefore thought 
necessary to enter upon a more detailed ex- 
amination of this materially important 
branch of the expenditure. In this process 
it is found, that the increased cxpence now 
shewn, is not merely to be imputed to the 
increase of the forces as to numbers, but is 
likewise to be ascribed to an alteration in 
the constitution or system on which tlf% 
army was fointed in the year 1794.* This 
alteration is manifest on the face of the ab- 
stract already referred to ; but, conceiving 
it proper that more detailed information 
upon this point should be furnished, copies 
of the abstracts of the military establish- 
ment books of the tin oc presidencies on the 
50th April, 1794, and the 50th April, 1807, 
arc added to the appendix. It is to be re- 
marked, that the books of the year 1807 
are the latest received in a complete series, 
and although the aggregate amount of the 
expenee mav not exactly accord with the 
amount of the military charges in the year 
I 8 O 8 - 9 , the abstracts now produced will, 
it is presumed, be useful in affording a gene- 
ral idea of the nature and numbers of the 
diffcvfent corps of which the Indian armies 
are composed, and particularly as no alte- 
ration as to the number of regiments *is 
know n to have taken place since that pe-« 
riod, except as to those of his majesty. 

It is not requisite upon this occasion to 
enter at large into the detail of the alteration 
in the military system which has been al- 
luded to, or of the causes which led to its 
adoption ; it may suffice to state, that, from 
the constitution of the army, the officers 
were exposed to peculiar hardships ; the 
increase of territory had, at that period, 
led to the increase of numbers, with which 
neither the gradations of rank, nor the pro- 
portion of officers, particularly of field-offi- 
cers, were in conformity. The highest 
rank was that of colonel, and as promotion 


only took place in the line, the progress 
was so slow r as to afford but a distant and 
discouraging prospect of attaining it. No 
provision existed lor the irlicf of any who, 
from ill health, or othcrcircumstanccs, found 
it necessary to visit their native country ; 
nor for the retreat of those who, after a 
certain number of years of service, might 
w ish to ict ire. These several circumstances 
were brought to the consideration of the 
Court of Directors, and of the Board of 
Comnustuoncrs for the Affairs of* India, who, 
with the assistance of the opinions of the 
most respectable local authorities, entered 
upon a very laborious examination of the 
subject, and finally determined upoa an en- 
tire new arrangement of the army. The 
detail of this arrangement was communi- 
cated to India by letters, dated January, 
179(3. The immediate effects of this mea- 
sure w'ill appear in the statesmen t, No. 59 in 
the appendix, which shews, upon a general 
principle, that by this alteration in the esta- 
blishment of the several corps of the army, 
the European infantry, before consisting of 

12 battalion*; was converted into six regi- 
ments ; the native infantry, consisting .of 

13 brigades, (each brigade containing six 
battalions) being in the whole 78 battalions, 
was formed into 26 regiments of two bat- 
talions each ; ami that reforms were like- 
wise made in the other corps of the army. 
By the formation of the army according to 
this principle the prospect of promotion was 
greatly enlarged : the rank of major-gene- 
ral was instituted in the company’s service j 
the number of field-officers was increased ; 
and the expectation of attaining the higher 
ranks, was rendered more encouraging, by 
the establishment of tljc principle of pro- 
motion in regiments according to seniority 

follows : in the European and native in* 
fantry, to the rank of lieutenant-colonel ; 
in the native cavalry, to the rank of cap- 
tain, and afterwards in the line j the promo- 
tion in the artillery was continued' in senior 
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rity in the whole corps, according to the 
practice in his majesty's service •, liberal 
provision was likewise made for allowances 
to a limited number of officers on furlough 
in Europe, and for the event of tftal retire- 
ment utter the service of a certain number 
of years. \ modification of the rule of 
promo (ion was direct d by iMtcjs to India, 
dated in June and Julv, 1798, establishing 
it g( nerally ti be to the rank of major in the 
respective regiment'*, and a fit rwavds by- 
seniority in tl-i whole rorp**, c excepting the 
artil’- iv, in which (lie promotion continued 
by seniority in rl.* corps. 

It is obvious, that a change so matcnal 
could not be effected without coiisulrr.ible 
additional expei.ee. Attention wri as far 
as practicable, paid to « comany, by i educing 
certain allowance* , but, according to esti- 
mates, wtiirh v ere pit p«n« d with as much 
accuracy as ciro«»m.staucis wou'd admit of, 
the addition iikei\ to be made to the mili- 
tary < i. urges could not be taken at a less 
amount siian -iOO/M'Ol.. including the allow- 
ances on furlough and retirement. 

It l as appeared that the leading object of 
these sevi ral arrangements was the satis- 
faction of tiic European commissioned of- 
ficers, and to atford them the relief which, 
on piincipLe* of justice and equity, they 
were entitled to ; but the permanent mili- 
tary expence' were shortly utter considera- 
bly inert used by an attention equally nt- 
cessaiy ami just, to the casts of the lower 
ranks, hotn Kuiopean and native. As to 
the Europeans, it is to be obser\cd, that it 
is an established general pnnciplc, that in 
respect of pay and allowances his majesty's 
ana the company’s fm ees are placed upon 
an equal footing In the year 1797 an in- 
crease of pay was granted to the royal 
army by liis majesty’s order, dated 25th 
May ; this grant extending to the "orvn e in 
India, the same increase was given to the 
company’s European soldieis. An addition 
was likew isc made in the year 1801 to tin- 
pay of tin- native officers and Sepoys -at 
Madras and Bombay ; a conskiciablc addi- 
tionuJ cxpcnce, and of comse an increase 
of tne military charges, Was occasioned by 
these grants, from the period at which they 
were respectively carried into effect. 

The increase of numbers, as to rank and 
file, between the year 179:1-4, and the year 
1803-9, has been ah cady adveited to, but 
the consideration of the expente of the 
army on its present establishment wall nvi- 
turdlly bring into view the state of it, ac- 
cording to the regulations passed in the 
year 1796, and as it is at present. The 
principal icgular corps will only be noticed. 
It is pi o posed to shew the general state of 
the company’s army according to those re- 
gulations, and according to the returns of 
the yeflrisoa. 

1796'.— Entop^an : Artillery, 6 battalions 

iTntahtry 6 regiments. 


Native : Cavalry 8 regiments, Infantry £<5 

regiments. 

180 ’..—European : Artilleiy 6 battalions, 

Infantry ;l regiments. 

Native : Cavalry 16 regiments, Infantry 

59 regiments. 

* From which it will appear, thattlie altera- 
tions in the army were, the European in- 
fantry less by tern* regiments * the native 
cavalry more by eight regiments; and thena- 
ti\ e infantry moi ♦* ny tlurtv-three regiments. 

The annual i xpence of these several ad- 
ditions to the military force, is, of course, 
gic itly enhanced by the new piinc.jde of 
formation of the regiments in I79f«, and by 
the mc» eased pay to the Europeans and 
Natives, which, as to the Europe ans was 
still further increased by a grant, in the 
year 1807, made to his majesty’s soldieis in 
Europt , and general 1} extended to those 
of his majesty's and tne company’s service 
on tin 1 Indian estabushincn 4 

It nifty not be necessary in tbi« place to 
state in detnl tec nicasurt s udopfed by the 
Indian governments on ibe rcccpi of the 
orders of 1790, ortho modifications which 
were afterwards made by the court of di- 
icctors in the year* 1796 and 1891, as no 
material alteration appears in tin* general 
piir.eipie of the arrangements, except as 
to tlie operations of tne orders /if tne court 
xui the rule of regimental promotion ; the 
iticrca^e of the strength of the aiiilloiy 
to seven companies ear 1 battalion , the re- 
duction of tin cc oftlic European r« gimonts, 
with the increase of the* numbers of the 
remaining flirt e, and ti.c formation of the 
Native ra\aln, in rcginmits of greater 
stuugth by two troops each, with the ad- 
dition of one cornet and thirty men to each 
tioop, upon which occasion two oftlic 
Madras lcgimcnls of cavalry wcic ordeicd 
to be reduced, but winch was not fully 
earned into effect. 

The gieat addition to the strength of the 
army since the year 1796, with the imme- 
diate causes of it, may be considered the 
chief object of attention, as being the 
principal sources to which the large in- 
crease of the military expenditure is to be 
attributed. Adverting to the wbo.e of tire 
period in the statement, or at least from 
1795-b, if may be pronounced to have been 
almost one continual scene of war, or pre- 
paration for it, European or Indian. In 
some instances the necessary measures of 
defence led to the raising of new regi- 
inents ; in others, levies wcic required to 
supply the place of troops employed on 
expeditions undertaken against the posses- 
sions of the enemy. The combined effect 
of the whole has been shewn to produce an 
addition of king’s regiments, and ail in- 
crease ill the establishment ot the com- 
pany’s anmy to the extent already stated. 

Referring to Hie total of the military 
charges in the statement marked No. 6, it 
will appear that they progressively in- 
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creased in amount, first, from the year 
1795-6 to the year 1801-2 inclusive, wjiich 
was almost entirdy a period of active war- 
fare. Codon, Malacca, and the Lantern 
Islands wen*, eonijeered ; which, with the 
maintenance of Ceylon to December, 
1U01, aiul of the other conquests till tlu* 
year 1801-2, added considerably to the ex- 
pun e in each year. After that peilod, 
the military charge in this instance is in- 
cluded under the head of Dutch cetth- 
lmnfs. An expedition v as pr* pared upon 
a large scale to proceed agdiud Mai.ui: 
though ultimately abandon* d,ii occ.«siomd 
a considerable addition to the expends of 
1797-8. The cxpcditi.in to hgvpt f.*ll upon 
the charges from the yeav 17V8-9 to 1801-2, 
and in a small degree upon iso -3. Upon 
the Peninsula. tb< French and Dutch set- 
tlements weio c ip tured '’u-.ieeliiitt ly after 
the eoimnencvnu ”11 of the war with those 
powers, hut the most w.itiiial addition to 
the nuiitaiy expcnces upon the rontmint 
of India, hefwcoi tue years 17. '6-7 and 
180>.», was oeea- oned hy tue concert 
which existed between tin- Fieneh,® Ze- 
m.inii Shall, and Tij.poo SulUun, ft om 
whence arose tue .ippichcnsiau of invasion 
by Zenv.nm Suali on *l c ncuin-wcst Iron- 
tier of Bengal, and the wurwi.h Lppon 
Sultaun, which ended in ’*7°9. The iuccs- 
sar> consequence of the*** circmnst:i»,ci*s 
was au increase of the armu^ ot # Bengal 
and Madras, and an eiihtnici nu ni of the 
military charges of all the presidencies, 
by the addition of field all >\\anccs and < x- 
penees. 

In the year 180*.*-: ’ the charges an* shewn 
to have devuase *i in a considerable aiimunt 
(near a million;. The war with the Furo- 
pean enemies having ended in 1801, and 
peace existing wit.i the Native powers of 
India, expectations were cute rta.hcd that 
the cxpemhtme of the \i;ii would have* 
been reduced to a pe;»i e »‘siablis <»mnt , p» 
winch case a decrease of cinnge would 
liave been exhibited in s* tnueb laigei 
amount; but the charge ofth.it year in- 
cliubd part of the expences of the expedi- 
tion to l‘gypt, and toi tne field marges of 
the Madras army for November, 180.', 
previously to the breaking out of tlie war 
with the Maliratlas in 16*AM, the effects of 
which are shewn in that and the tince ltd- 
lowing years; although this war inav b* 
said to have ended in Decenity*r, lflo>, 
when a treaty of peace was nw- .*<!rd wdh 
Holkar. Notwithstanding th« c »:.*•» ef the 
restoration of peace upon the continent of 
India is shewn in the reduction of the 
charges of IM7-U and 180*1-9, the amount 
in each of these years may be considered as 
still very high compared with the year 
1802-3 ; but the cause of it is to be found, 
for the hiost part, in the permanent addi- 
tions made to the military establishments 
since that period, both of his majesty’s 
troops and of the company’s ; of the former 


seven regiments of foot, and of the latter 
twelve regiments of Native infantry, and 
three regiments of Native cavalry, the 
aggregate c\p< nee of which might be esti- 
mated at# an amount exceeding a million 
sterling. 

From the remarks which have been of- 
fered it is to be inft m d that the increase- of 
the military expend! tuix of India, between 
flic ytuis 179 »~1 and loOtf-o, j s to be impu- 
ted lo a combination of circumstance* ; to 
the new modelling of the army m 1796; to 
the increase «ff pay to Kmoprans and Na- 
mes; bet principally t«> the addition* 
which have been made to the establish- 
ment}*. 

• The object at preset in view’ being 
meielv to shew tiie * ftcct produced upon 
the finances from tea* vaiion* lneasuic* 
adopted hy the government'. of India, 
cilia v by Aiders Horn Liiglanri, or, as. 
might have been prescribed, by the cii - 
cueist .luces of the times, it is not pio- 
pOM d to enttr upon any consideration of 
tic political grounds on which tl e military 
est.Uj'jvhnicnts were inen ased, but to state 
only the imitate itself, t» trace tiie pe- 
lioiis when it was earned into effect, and 
to mow, With as much pRcbicn as the 
eijcamstances wiih wlu< li ihis immense ex- 
penditure is involved will permit, the sc- 
v< r.i* In .niche* *h<'icin the additional ex- 
pcr.ie '..is t «hen place : as. from this view, 
soim idea may be entci tamed of the part 
lo be looked upon as a fixed annual 
clung* upon tin* re venues of India. The 
<1.* Appointment in the receipt of a very 
m.i t< i I p ut of the documents for the 
Vv.ii ru)»-*>, occasions the necessity of 
mikin' i hit ',rj upon rather a gene- 

ral *. .mi- p\ , ..m* 1 cnicfly upon estimate. 

'I i;»* pa* r ( f ti.e inrixaxcit annual charge 
to be cnnsith red fixed m its nature, u 
that arising from the regulations of 1796, 
and from the additional established force. 
T..IS h.js linn shewn to be, three regi- 
ments of dragooiis and 1 1 Rgimcnts of in- 
fant iv of Igls ra.jjesiy*A forces, and of the 
company V, as fo lows*; ,vi/. 

Km*qva,i i*rif , bry»— The increase was 
by ttn- thumps m the corps in 1796, 1798, 
.md loin ; aisn, z9 companies of La*- 
• cars. 

Native civalry. — 9 i rgimcnts and 1 
tioop. 

Native infantry, — compared with its 
foinmtiun m 1790, which was nearly, as to 
numbers of Wink and file, upon the basis 
of 1794, .3,> Rgimcnts. 

Jbtuiecr.s. — 1 battalion and 4* compa- 
nies. 

From the observations already made, it 
must be inferred that tin* military charge* 
iu cadi year of the column of the state- 
ment have been increased iu a v-ry consi- 
derable degree by the contingent or extra- 
ordinary expeiices of war. It would be 
extremely difficult, if practicable aUtiu*, 
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time, to make a calculation of those ex-, 
pcnces. It is likewise to be inferred, that 
those charged ha\e been gradually in- 
creased by the modifh ations of, or ad- 
ditions to tii c established toice frotyi time to 
time. 

It having been proposed tract the pe- 


riods at which these additions were made, 
the advices from India, and the proceed- 
ings in England, have been attentively exa- 
mined, and it is ascertained that they 
were carried into effect in the following 
years : 






His Majesty’s. 

Company’s. 





Regiments. 

Regiments. 





Dragoons. 

lutautn . 

Cavalry . 

1 nfanl ry. 

17°6 


_ 


<2 

3 

. 

t 

1797 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

1798 

- 

- 

- 

t 

4 

- 

4 

1799 

- 

- 



3 

o 

2 

1800 


- 



Decrease 3 

3 

9 

1801 

- 

- 


— 

— 



— 

1802 

- 

- 


1 

o 

- 

1 

180.? 

- 

- 


. 

1 

- 

2 

3 804 

- 

- 


- 

2 

1 

10 

1805 

- 

- 


- 

2 

2 



180b 

- 

- 


Decrease 1 

Decrease 2 

— 

— 

1807 

- 

- 


- 

Decrease 2 





1808 

- 

- 

- 

• . . 


— 

— 

Net 

increase 

- 

- 

3 

11 

9 

33 


In the year 171)8 the company’s artillery 
was increased in numbers, and in 1801 b> 
the addition of two companies to each 
battalion, in the whole twelve companies, 
and in the same \<ais ihcir Kmopoan regi- 
ments, consisting of m\, wire reduced to 
three. The progressive i fleet of tlie.se 
additions on the amount of the military 
charges in each year, if it could be shewn 
with acciuuoy, is not liMtuud to the ob- 
ject immediately in view at this time, 
which is, to account for the great incicase 
of expenre between 179,,- j. and 1808-9; 
that object will, then, to; *, be pursued, in 
order to biing the examination of this part 
of the accounts to a clo^e. 

It must have appeared evident, from the 
remarks and explanations in the* preceding 
parts of this report, that consumable dif- 
ficulty would c\i s t in accounting, with 
precision and accuracy, for the component 
parts of tin Mini of :» 97 1,590/. stated to lie 
the amount ol l..e :nc i ' on the lomp.tri- 
fon now made, and that i < <*n be only done 
upon estimate, the calculations <-f which 
must mces>aiil} be framed on the computed 
annual expense of the additional regiments, 
and by adverting 1 to the actual amount in- 
curred in the year loOb 7, as stated in the 
book of establishments, with respect to the 
other chaiges, particularly those of a con- 
tingent nature. , It must be admitted that 
an estimate drawn upon such principles is 
liable to objection, but being the only mode 
by which explanation can be at present 
obtained jjjjon this point, it is inserted in 
the appendix, and it is presumed to be as 
accurate a calculation as can be formed, 
wrhei}' every circumstance respecting the 


state of the accounts is taken into considera- 

t ion 

BUILDINGS AND FORTIFICATIONS. 
This head was estimated m 1798, 

at r - £117,875 

From the remarks on the military 
charges it w ill have been ob- 
served that tlu view given of 
the expense of buildings and 
foi tifieations in 1808-9 is in- 
complete, from not including 
that incut retl in the niihtaiy 
department at Bengal. If the 
adjustment made on the exami- 
nation of the military charges 
were now resorted to, the ac- 
count would stand as follows: 

Buildings and fortifica- 
tions in 1808*9, as per 
statement, - - -..279, obi 

Add for the military part 

at Bengal - - - - 45,000 

TIicctolaL will then be - - - - 324, ,164 

C ———'.I. 

which exceeds the estimate in 

1793 in, the sum of - - -£206,489 


The difficulty of giving with accuracy a 
prospective view of expenses of this de- 
scription is obvious, as it depends so greatly 
upon contingent and casual circumstances. 
The calculation in the estimate was in part 
governed by the average of preceding years, 
and the experience of the ii rat sevtu yearn 
of the actual accounts, 1792-3 to 1797-8 in- 
clusive, afforded some proof of the accuracy 
of it, for on the average of those years the 
expense only proved to be 113,048/. al- 
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though in some of them the charge exceeded 
the estimate. On the inspection of these 
columns of the statement it will appear 
that, as the territories of the company in- 
creased, the expense of the erection and 
repairs of buildings anil fortifications in- 
creased likewise *, and here it is to lie re* 
marked that the charge under this head in- 
cludes, in like manner with the military 
charges, the entire expenditure, whether on 
account of thecompaiiy'sancient possessions, 
or ot those acquired by cession or conquest. 
The increased expense in the Bengal co- 
lumn, during the several years from 1798-9 
to 180J-4, is principally to be ascribed to 
repairs, &c. of buildings and foi tidcations 
in Oudc, a pai l of which is piovided for iu 
the stipulations of the treaty of February, 
1798 ; also to the erection of a new govern- 
ment-house at Calcutta, to the puicha^e of 
houses and grounds, and the making of new 
roads and avenues. As to the Madras 
column, the additional territories acquired 
by the conquest of Mysore, by the cession of 
the Carnatic by the nabob of A rent, and of 
the districts by the Nizam, having gucatly 
increased the number of foiti esses, the 
necessity of maintaining and keeping them 
in repair will be found to have materially 
addl'd io the expenses of this description 
under the Madias government. The great 
increase of < barge after the year 1801-5, 
is to be ascribed to vanous circumstances ; 
the improvement and repairs of the works 
at the fortress of Sevingapatam ; the build- 
ing a new mint and custom-house, and a 
jail at Madras : the erection of barracks 
at several stations for the accommodation 
of the increased number of European 
troops ; extensive lepairs of the fortifica- 
tions of the presidency, which had received 
veiy considerable damage by a storm in 
18 5 , and other works of different de- 
scriptions, of which it may not be requisite, 
even if it were practicable, to give a minute 
detail. The increase of territory on the 
western side of India, under the adminis- 
tration of the Bombay government, being 
far less considerable than what has come 
under that of Madras, the additional ex- 
pense attending the buildings and fortifica- 
tions is likewise less. The inci eased charge 
exhibited in the years subsequent to 18t)2-3, 
is, in some degree, to be attributed to Hie 
effects ot a liie at the presidency m Feb- 
ruary, 1808, by which very extensive da- 
mage was pioduced, and, m consequence, 
considerable expense incurred in the erect- 
ing of new barracks for the European 
regiments, and of other biddings. The 
extension of the Esplanade, the compensa- 
tion to persons whose houses were remov- 
ed, and the further strengthening the forti- 
fications, have added to the charges. 

It would lead to a very extensive detail 
to account minutely for the increase under 
this head of charge at each of the presi- 
dencies ; but it may be proper to observe. 


that instructions have been given, from 
time to time, to keep it within every prac- 
ticable limit. 

pIVIL, &c. CHARGES. 

The civil, revenue, judicial, and marine 
cliaiges, as shewn in the general statement 
imukcd No. C, are next to be cxamircd. 
The total of charges incurred under these 
sc vet al heads on account of the company’s 
ancient possessions was estimated in 17^8 

at 12,128,950 

On a comparison with the year 
1808-7, in which then amount 
was 3,705,381 


• an increase is exhibited of - £ 1 ,598,431 


If the comparison could have been made 
with the year 1808-9, a drift rent result 
would have been shewn, as the expenditure 
at Madras and Bombay in that year was 
less by 277,790/. 

The view of this statement will shew", 
during the whole of the period, a geneial 
tendency to increased expense : ami that, 
between 1798-4 and 180(5-7, the increase 
accumulated to 1,512,8 .Sc*/. This increase 
would certainly have appeared less on a 
comparison with 1808-9, but it is deemed of 
importance to enter upon a detailed exami- 
nation, in oulei to discover, as far as prac- 
ticable, ihe reab causes from which the 
expense of the civil administration or go- 
vernment of these possessions has been 
earned to its piesent large annual amount. 
It is, however, to be premised that, in some 
instances, the incicascd charge will be found 
to be imputable to alterations of system 
under which increased revenue has been 
pioduced ; and, in others, to expensive mea- 
sures which have been prescribed by the 
more extended political i clarions of the 
company iu Asia. 

In the course of this examination the pre- 
sidencies will he taken separately, and 
every item of charge at each will undergo 
distinct consideration. To accomplish tiiis 
purpose with greater facility, the supple- 
mentary statement marked C. has been 
placed ~iu the A ppendix, in addition to the 
General Statement. 

• It has been remarked that the year 
1793-4 might be considered as a period of 
more particular importance, in conse- 
quence oF alterations of system, and of ar- 
rangements carried into effect at the com- 
mencement of it. Tins i vmark will be found 
to apply most paiticularly to the Accounts 
of the Bengal Presidency. It is neverthe- 
less deemed proper to consider this y<W as 
a period in which the attention shou d he di- 
rected to the situation of the other pu si- 
delines likewise. On thc«c eunsiderat ons, 
and as it is thought to be highly desirable io 
bring forward more dhriiuct iiifoniiuri »n 
upon this important branch of the enquiry, 
abstracts of the civil est&btisbineiits *f thg 
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three presidencies as they stood in April, 
1794, 1807 and 1808, have been called for, 
and arc likewise added to the appendix. 

. The civil charges of the presi- 
dency of Bengal me shewn q 
to have been estimated in the 
year 179:5 to amount to - 1,581, '200 

In the year 1806-7 they amount- 
ed to ------- - 2.117,318 


being an increase of - - L. 8.>ti,lltt 

In the year 179*5 the civil dn^rges of the 
general department was estimated in the 
gross at L. 40 i,ftoo. Of this sum an ad- 
justment lias been made in the statement 
now under examination, in older to dts« 
tinguish the several heads of gh%ir«o f for the 
purpose of comparison with the estimate 
of them now made. The principle upon 
which the calculation of the**! charges was 
made at *103,000/. is said to b*|rlic average 
of the thiee pa>t years. As the applica- 
tion of that punriple to the charges of the 
mint might state them too low for the pur- 
pose of comparison, on account of a t ma- 
terial alteration In a new coinage instituted 
in 1789, by which the establishment was 
increased, it is thought best upon this oc- 
casion, to take the sum estimated hy the 
Bengal government in the yeai 179i-*j for 
the charges of the mint and assay offices as 
a point of compunson. The mint charges, 
as estimated in 179.5, are therefore to be 

taken at..* L. 1.5, 3oo 

In 1800-7 the charge was. 2R,.Y>B 


being an inn case of L. 


The charges in the yea is 1807-9 and 
1 808-9 arc stated at a larger amount, fsotn 
includmg the mints at Rennie* and Fur- 
ruekabad. "I his head of charge, from losses 
occasionally incurred hy coinage, ami tVoni 
bring exposed to contingencies dependent 
upon the quantity coined from year in veai, 
must in cessriuly he fluc’uafmg ; ai d it is 
chiefly owing to this nrcniiisfuivf r 2, 1 1 the 
estimate i»» 179*, though governed m it* 
cideulaMon hv that leeetved fiom Hcng*d 
tr/rt!ic\»ar appear, to have given 

v"o mrirnn.ite a vo w ot the elianre of flic 
ifrpai iim-nt, vt I iii'Si m the year 1792-3 
amounted to .83,6no\ A putt of tiiis in- 
crease is to be attubuted to a mint being 
nclutlcd in the hufer year foi Mooidicdu- 
ba 1, when as t’:r < ‘-timatc of l7‘t-‘ eoin- 
pri/ed only the thiee mints of Calcutta, 
Dacca, arid Patna. 

It may not be requisite to tiace minutely 
the causes of the tin eta. 'it ions which are 
annually shewn in this : eolumn of the state- 
ment, as the present and probable future 
expense of the mint and assay offices is the 
riiief point for consideration. It may be 
remarked that thw department has en- 
gaged particular attention both abroad 
and at home, and that measures have been 


resorted to, to render it completely effi- 
cient at the least expense practicable. 

In the year 1792-3 there Were four mints 
as already stated ; at the present period 
the coinage is confined to on* mint at Cal- 
cutta, it having been thought expedient to 
abolish the other three. In April, 1794. toe 
annual expense of the fixed establishment 
of the four mints was, 11 ,652/. The fixed 
establishments of the mint and assay offi- 
ces, on tne 30th Apnl, 1808, is stated at 
16,702b 

There are at this time likewise establish- 
ments of mint offices at Be wares and at Fur- 
rurkahftd, the profits ami expenses of which 
are me! tided in the accounts of the te ve- 
nues ami charges of Bennies, and of the 
ceded provinces of Oude. 

Post Office Charges. 

These charges were likewise oepnratcd 
from the gro«s amount of the « ivil charges, 
but they were taken upon tl..* calculation 
of the average of five years, and estimated 

for the year 1793 at /.I 1,800 

They amounted in the year 1808-9 

to** 31,690 


being an incKOM 1 of I. 16,890 


The increase of receipts, produced by 
regulations of this department m 1798 um! 
1801, has been adverted to. The greater 
facilities Vn the conveyance of letters could 
not be obtained without an inc lease in the 
means, by additions to the dawk establish- 
ments both on the regular ami the eioss 
roads. The inciea.se* in the extent of the 
emupauy \s ten ilories has necessarily added 
to this useful branch of the establishments, 
as will appear by the statement from the 
year 1801-'. The expend s arc* increased 
by contingent chaiges. The established 
cluii gc m 1794 wn> 18,220/ and in 1808, 
go It is, however, satisfactory to ob- 
m*i ve that, notwithstanding the increase of 
chuigc which is exhibited oil the compa- 
rison with the estimate made in the year 
1793, the i emulations winch have been pas- 
sed for the management of the post office, 
have been productive of advantage, a sur- 
plus chaige having been estimated in the 
.year 179 i whereas, from the year 1799-1800, 
thu post office collections have uni- 
form!;, exceeded the expenses, and, in the 
>«ni 1808-9, were in on by 3, 110/. .shewing 
a m i rlitfen nee of 7,7 JO/, in the result of 
the eiimpu' ison. 

I'ii v kg ics or tiie Residency ok 1)e- 

' NARKS 

Estimated in the year 1793 at - ■ l. 3 ‘>,7 00 

Amounted in the year 1806-7 to.. 140,732 


being an increase of * /. 108,032 


The charges of this residency wire 
blended with the general civil charges in 
the estimate of 1793, and the calculation 
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<>f their amount father exceeded the Ben- 
gal estimate of 1 791-2. The alteration of 
the circumstances of this district and re- 
sidency has hern noticed under the reve- 
nues. The agreement vvl *h th*' rajah on 
the 27th of October, 1794, and the regula- 
tions passed in March, 1795, have likewise* 
been adveited to. The introduction of 
the modes of administration practised in 
the lower provinces has occasioned au in- 
crease of expense, but tile great additional 
charge, miicc the year ittoO-i, i>. more to be 
attributed to the alteration in the mode of 
keeping the accounts, than to a positi\o in- 
crease of expence; and it will by found, 
ftotu an mcie.ise of revenue hi a greater 
amount, that, in point of fact, on an aver- 
age of seven years from U<0'M to 1806-7, 
the net -mu realized fiom the district ex- 
ceeded both the estimate of 179.) and rile 
actual accounts of the year 179J-.3. The 
pencial pim.’iph of ibis alteration was to 
bring to account 'lie whole let eipt and ex- 
pendfluic of the Moolky or provincial 
n lsury, ^ulpeclhip them to the same rules 
as the Ojtlur levenne accounts. In *tliis 
ea e.thc receipt under the head of suiplut 
collect ion*', and the payment of the allow - 
fiuce to the lajah umlei the agreement of 
I7‘>j, with cveiy other disbursement, me 
stated on both sides of the account. In the 
5. •tier j»ui' both receipt and expenditure 
arc still fuiihcr enlianccd by an nltcintion 
in the mode of euUeetion b\ It htilAars or 
native collet tin «, v. Iio, instead of remune- 
rating or p.»y mg themselves by the deduc- 
tion of a pif-centage lion the collections, 
an* in futme toree<iv.*a personal allow- 
ance from the collector, ami the gloss reve- 
nue is to be pan! into the treasury. A 
considerable saving is expected ultimately 
to arise from this measure, and of com sc 
an addition to the net revenue. 

It is to be rt marked that the charges 
include eveiy disbursement of ♦ne district, 
revenue, judicial, and relating to the mint 
and customs. 

Civil charges in general, termed in the 
piirliamentaiy accounts. No. V. “Other 
charges of tuc civil establishment.” They 
comprise the whole of the fixed and contin- 
gent expenses of the civil department ge- 
neral which are not stated in die otltcr 
heads of the account; as the pay and al » 
lovvances of the members of go\ eminent, 
the secretaries, accountants, and»several 
other offices, the dmbai charges, \c.ficc. 

Inconsequence of the adjustment noted 
under the head of mint charges, tnis head 
of charge is to be stated as estimated in 
the year 1 7 93 at /. 268,800 

In the year 1806-7 it amounted to 575,856 


being an increase of 1. 317,056 


This head of disbursement is liable to be 
affected by a variety of contingencies. 
The durbar charges, from including 


political expenses incurred by embassies to 
or from the several powers of Asia, must 
necessarily be ever fluctuating. On the 
view of this column of the statement it will 
appear tl Jd, fiomthe year 1792-5 to i798-9, 
with tliv exception of 1795-6, those charge* 
continued at an amount so steady as to call 
for no particular lemark. The laige 
amount in that year is to be attributed 
partly to extraordinary oi temporary cir- 
cumstances: a paxjrnit to the acting go- 
vernor-yen* rid , a mumiciation ordered by 
the court of directors to the late accountant 
geiicial ; and the expcnce of the public 
jm^s. Aflei the year 1798 9 the e> tension 
of the political n lalious of the company, 
ahd oilier circumstances, led to a large, 
inn cum? of excuse on the established re- 
.vidiiici. s at the com Is of the native prin- 
ces, mid for temporal y embassies; by which 
the durbar Ch iracs were enhanced in a very 
matcii d dcgiiv. The veiy Inigo expeifcc 
m the yrai5 1806-6 I'*, in addition to tlie^e 
circumstances, to be attributed to the 
charge inclined in an attempt to establish 
a s< ttlyiwent at llabimbangan. The insti- 
tutieu of a College at Calcutta in the year 
1800, lias likewise added to the expense* 
after that period. 

It appeals by the statement thatafhr 
the yiar 1805-6 the* civil chaiges were very 
considerably redmed, tin* government-ge- 
neral having made considerable ictrench-* 
incuts of established as well as temporary 
expenditure. In considering the execs* 
under this head, on a comparison with the 
amount at which it“ was estimated m 1793, 
or what was actually incurred in the year 
179 v- 1, which, upon tins occasion, may be 
considered as a moie proper period of 
coinpan on, ti e difference of tin* ciicum- 
staitrcs of the time s must not be lost sight 
of, ami pailvm.iriy the very great exten- 
s oa t.f the btuimss of the '•(■crcldiy’a ...id 
other liepai tment* bom the iu Tease of 
ten itory . Toe i \V udtd political i elation* 
of the company may ptolnbK keep the 
Dm bar changes at an amount exceeding 
Hut which was icquired in foinu r tones. 
This column is not filled cn for the year* 
18U7-yaud 1808 - 0 , a-, tl.t want of tin. de- 
tail of the Bengal st;,te»u-hts for tin sc 
years picvenud the avount^ from being 
drawn up, ns to the \anoih items, with suf- 
ficient precision for gumming in compare 
son witu other ycais. 

Charges of i hk Jlmcisl Depart- 
ment. 

This head comprises the expen cv of the 
supi erne court, with the law charges of the 
company; also the expenses of the admi- 
nistration of justice in the sevcinl adaw- 
luts or native courts of the provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar and Orissa ; Hie expences 
of this description for Oude, Benares, and 
the conquered districts being fcc.'mkd 
under thv^c head- respectively. • 
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At tlm time the estimate of the year 
1793 was framed, the judicial system had 
not been instituted, consequently the law 
expenses, and those of the supreme ctmrt 
of judicature, could alone be yitroduced 
into that estimate. They were included 
in the amount taken for the civil charges 
generally, and arc calculated at the 

sumof..**** 57,600 

Their amount in the year ltiOo-7 

was... 57,05 2 

exceeding the estimate in die sum j r , 0 


This head of charge complines the sala- 
ries ami allowances of the judges and l| e 
officers with the other expellees of the su- 
preme court of judicature ; also the sala- 
ries of the company's lav. officers, and the 
expense** inclined bv legal processes ; like- 
wise of the i oiu t of requests, See. The 
expense undei tins head is subject to tluctuu* 
turn. from being exposed to contingencies. 
Gieat attention lias been paid to keep the 
established charge within the narrowest 
limits practicable : the establixhidcut of 
the supreme court was revised with much 
caie in the year 1798, and eonsideiable re- 
duetioi.s in the expellee wi re effected. The 
expellee in the year 179 1, although tlieie 
w as then a vacancy of one judge, is slated 
at 40,982/. ; in Iborn was 59, ‘7 >/. ; but 
the latter peiioil include** tue Mini of 
for pensions, which were not in me toiiner. 
The charge of the com L of n quests, which 
in 179] Wcjs 730 /. amounted in U»9? to 
7,8V7 (. bm tins expenu; is merely nominal, 
being mou than covered l# Jr the ncupts 
from fees, winch wise inWitutcd on suit.* 
when the idteuitunis wi:c made in the es- 
tablishment of tii.it comt, under proclania- 
tion, dated loth Yuicli, loOo. 

Tlie pa it 0 t tte 1 IU 4 i.es of the judicial 
depaitn iuf winch is inclined by the ;ul- 
ministration of justice in the provinces is 
next, to l> uoticiil. In the accounts pit - 
sent *d to pai liana nt it is Jeni^ d 4 * charges 
of lie 1 Jcwamiy and Ni/anmt City and 
Zillaii adawh.ts, also of tin police establish- 
ments ami com tsof appeal.” 

It has be< n all emly n marked that the 
rliaigcs now undi r comidciation apply 
only to the pi ovinci s of Bengal, B.diar, 
and Orissa, and the icasou lias been as- 
signed why no estimate could be made of 
them by the Court of Dircctois in Febru- 
ary, 1795. 

It is not proposed in this place to enter 
uptm any explanation of the grounds on 
which alterations wa re made in the system 
of the administration of justice in these 
districts, but merely to slate the fact that 
such alterations were made, ami to exa- 
mine What additional expense has been 
produced by them. 

The wnoie of the grounds for the adop- 
tion of th 6 ' new system is to be found in 


the minute of the late marquis ^Cornwal- 
lis, dated 11 th February, 1793, and the 
detail of the several arrangements on the 
execution of it in the Bengal regula- 
tions passed, iy the year 1795, their opera- 
tion being directed to commence on the 
1 st May of that year. The nioditications 
f aml alterations which have been occasion- 
ally made by subsequent regulations, will, 
in so far as they apply to expense, be ad- 
vened to as occasion may require. 

Antecedent to the year 1793 the collec- 
tion of the revenues and the administra- 
tion of justice were under the superin- 
tendauce of the levemie department, and 
the expense attending them respectively 
were included under one head of charge ; 
viz. i the revenue charge. The actual 
expense defrayed upon these accounts 
in the year 1792-3 was 782,244. The 
general principle of the alteration of the 
system, as proposed in the minute of the 
gov einoi -general, went to an entire sepa- 
ration of justice, which led to the cicatiou 
of a new department, termed the judicial, 
the receipts and charges of which weie 
to lie stated uuthr a separate and distim t 
head. It vv us calculated that the expense 
of the proposed new establishment, in so 
fai as related to the sudder or chief, and 
other adaw luts or native comts of justice, 
would amount annually to the sum of 
‘jgtiol >/. that reductions would then be 
made •upon the existing establishments 
of the leveime department to the amount 
of 17 $,-io<)/. so that the whole increase 
ot expense under this branch would be 
onlv 47,215/. 

4 ne internal police, or the preset vatioii 
of the peace, of the districts, vva**, till De- 
cember, 179V, under the farmcis and land- 
holders, who were bound to keep establish- 
ments of officers for that purpose. By 
a regulation passed the 7th of that month, 
the police was taken under the exclusive 
charge of officers appointed by govern- 
ment. and a fund established lor defraying 
the cvpepse. This regulation was ic- 
en acted on the 1 st May, 1795, and a 
further icgulafiou was passed at the same 
time for laising a fund to meet the chaige 
of the new police establishments, by an 
assessment termed the police tax. 

, The prince is to be considered as another 
branch of the i,*.*w system, and the expeuee 
of it forms part of the charges. It docs 
not appear that an exact estimate was made 
of the charges of its establishment ; but 
it seems to have been considered that the 
assessmeul .upon the districts was to be 
made to suVi an ainouut as should meet 
those charges. » 

It has been observed, that the revenue 
charges of. the year 1792-3, which included 
the expencc attending the administration 
of justice, amounted to 782,7-141. Previ- 
ously to the evammation of the revenue 
and judicial departments alter their sepa- 
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i at ion, it may not he improper to consider 
their combined amount in the first 3 ear, 
viz. 179:3-4, as it will show how far the esti- 
mate: on making the scpaiation, was veri- 
fied ; and as that year will be now taken 
for the peiiod from which the operation 
of the system financially will he investi- 
gated. • 

In 1793- 1 the revenue chat ges 

amounted to /,569,‘JO 3 

And the judicial to 31 ),7oo 


making together o81,0.>9 


This exceeds the year 179C-3 in 

the sum of L *10 1 ,315 

As it was estimated that the c\- 
tramtlinaiv cxpcncc of the 
new system would amount to.. 47,215 


the sum to he accounted for will 

Ijc 61,100 

The chat ges of llic police 
were expected to be 
detiayed bv a special 
,la\ laiscd lbr the pur- 
pose, hui*thcy exceed- 0 

e<l the tax in the sum 


of 2 1,9.36 

Two Zillah courts wcie 
instituted after the es- 
timate was made, the 
expense of which was - 8,472 


. 

30,40 7 


Which will reduce the 'mil ) r . tv „ 
to lie accounted for toy " - ^ > 

It may not be neces-aty upon tins 00 
casiLn to 1 lace more minutely the va- 
nou-. contingencies which weie tin* causes 
of this dillcmict, 'file following fact 
appears cleailv established, \iz. 1 • 1 < 1 1 the 
disbm.a !iu at of tm: ye^.i, l?‘h> ex- 
ceeded Inal of the pries ding \ t ai in the 

sum of 1 > 1 , 3151. 

And that, deducting die aim 

tailed as a police tax - - - -6,801 

The aggregate expense of the 
two departments, 111 the ii. d 
year of tin; now system, ex- 
ceeded the expense ot the 
former system , .11 the sum ot 


which is nioje than the pxciss fir? I calcu- 
lated by 28, : 99 l., — but fioin tins sum should 
be deducted some retrenchments 111 the 
salt department. Confining jbis view of 
the subject to the judicial branch, which 
is now the immediate object of investiga- 
tion, it will be proper to examine the 
expense actually disbursed in the first yeaj 
of its separation from the revenue branch 
011 a comparison with the estimate 
mode previously to the adoption of the mca- 

>Hlt\ 



The expense of the new Ada w hit 

establishment was estimated 

at L. 220,5 15 

The judicial charges of the year 

1793-^werc ------ 314,766 

Exceeding the estimate by - - 94,261 

It is to bcicnmiked that the estimate 
included only the charge of the Sadder, 
tlic city, and zillah or piovincial Adavv- 
luts. The actual charge comprised two 
zillah Addwiitts more thin the estimate and 
contingencies of which it was not prac- 
ticable to make an accurate calculation. 
The net excess or actual disbursement, corn- 
l^aied with the several heads in the estimate 
amounts to 12 , 1101 . ; the charges of the 
police at Calcutta, and m the provinces, 
amounting to 69,4 8 f )|., were not included 
in the estimate, nm the contingent expenses 
for maintenance of piisoncis, nor a coni- 
niission (though then existing) for suppres- 
sing deceits or robbers, with other items 
amounting together to 21,7701., which se- 
veiaisiniis will belbund neai ly to account 
for tl»V* difference exhibited m the actual 
disbursements of the hist year of the 
opemtion of the new system of judicature 
in the provinces. 

Taking, as proposed, the year 1793-4 a* 
the peiiod of eompuiisou, it will appear 
that, deducting the sum of 314,7661. from 
48g,o 631.1 he amount of the judicial charges' 
in the \em 18Jo-7, the increase amounts to* 
107,88; I. 

The inspection of the column of thr 
statement will sliew tout ihv judicial 
charges in ev« 1 * year have exceeded those 
of the fiisl year of the institution of the 
system, but u i’. found, upon a minute 
examination, that flic increased cliaige is 
11101 e to be asciib *d to contingent ex- 
penses than to additional cdahlishuu nts, 
or increase. < i allowances to the European 
servants employ ed m this di pjrtmeut. 

Tiic niimbei of on its oiiginally esta- 
blished was as follow - : 

Snddci Dcvvisn -i\ or < itiof court, being 
the court 0 : appeal 121 the last resort 
of CIV : i Mills. 

Four pio.iuei.d courts of appeal. 

# Tlucc city Adav.luts. 

Tw< nty-tiiuc zilkih courts. 

Aecoidmg to the book of establishment* 
in A pul, 1306, the number of courts was 
the '.Line, except as to the Ziliah, which, 
by the abolition of those at Moorshedabad 
and Coorh Debar, and the institution of 
others at Backet gunge, Jlooglily, and m 
the Jungle Mchaks, were men. wed to 
twenty -four. 

Notwithstanding the net increase in the 
number of courts, is ioiuul to be only one 
zillah court, the cMuhlishcd cxj»cna ot* 
the department bcfweui .1794 amT Ki08 is 
very considerably increased. Oil the doth 
April, 1794, by the book of cstabrishmeyt'. 
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The charge amounted to - - i ^8,17 / 

On the oUtli April, ia03, it was - 


Being an increase of - - - JT-.*2*.>,7 73 


Of this sum 14,4361. is in the establish- 
ment of the cotilt <T tlie Stufthr Drwaniiy 
mid Nizamut Aihiulut, in eouM-quince 
of alterations made in ihe year lbOl. One 
senior and t \v»» pukne judees were at fiist 
appointed, hut in luby (Ik senior judge 
was discontinued. The net mcieu'e of 
expense by the three udftilional Zillah 
courts, after deducting that of the two 
which wcie abolished, is j'»,o:r>l. Too 
chaise of the provincial baMalions in J»u>8, 
stated at 59,9-171. was i,ot mem red 
1794; noi \\a» any > .mi invludetl m that 
year for contingencies in- ppl * e. Tl*<' 
iomicr amounted in limit to and 

the hitte r to 05,63tl.e\tiP'ivc of the cuing** 


on tho.se accounts in tlu* new iic.awlut". 
These <c((.ral sums wiil account for the 
dilferuice bttwcdi the tv. o p* nods wirhi i 
17, GOOl. On the inspection of' the del ni 
of the accounts ot^ti.c uspcchxe points, 
ninny variations in the chains me dis- 
covered, both as to inciease and dm erne , 
a material pait of the iw#*;ise c-found in 
the appointment of av'.Muni'. to t-.t i\ Lis- 
ters almost gem rally , and iusonu iuMani 
in additions to tue native cstuhliskint uu. 
As to the judges, tlu ir sal, me* huve iiiiJn- 
gone teiy iittie alteration , the s::l.uy of 
tin* judge at Hurd a an was reduced in t! e 
sum of 7«8l. after ti.c li.iusftr of d part 
of his jurisdiction, when the court at 
Hooghly was instituted hi and the 

salanes ol flic judges atSylheV and Ham- 
ghiirwtio inm used in tin sum of o9ol. 
each, as they were much below the gtlie- 
ral scute ef those of the judges of t!ie 
otl.< r dial nets. 

The explanation' now given tiffin d a ge- 
neral idea of the chaw.*, -i which have De- 
clined in the tivrd cstablishm* n*s, witl.m 
the pet md umh » V(vnw : the Ihietiiaiioos 
ef tue amount fd’ the chiU'jrr- ti the *-ev» ral 
sears, a** riicwn ;n tfu column of the state- 
ment, me to be uttnhcUd to ccntn guit 
espenaea, v» iiu ii muai nattirahv be exp. c!- 
cd in the aikuiiiMi .ilion of civil and crimi- 
nal justice in "ueli a nuiubi r of districts, 
and pal I it trial ly to the charge for the tin t 
of pi r. oiicr-. 

M vftTNf Tjf VRCKS, 

Kstim.itcd in tli> year 17<Mat - :> 1,000 

Amounted m ihc year lUi‘8-9 to - 75,f>:ig 


Being an inen ase of - - - - -l*.? 1,082 


Tlie estimate of tl.r year 1793 was cal- 
culated idtlivr above the average of the 
thtee preceding years. From the nature of 
tire incline service it ^3 subject to many 
contingencies which are of a casual and 
fluctuating diicription. The inspection 
of thi« eolnnm din's not furnish any parti- 
cular of lx in. ii h. The ck pai tincut 

^ n *Mlri i HUJ y ai lenitioL Wjnanafc*- 


ment since the year 1793. In the year 1795, 
in consequence of an examination- of the 
state of it, a secictarv, with an official 
establishment was appointed. In the 
year 1B(>7 the court of diicctors cuffed 
upon a minute consideration of the 
estate of the marine establishments, and, by 
their letter of thel-dh May, forwarded in- 
structumsfor the future conduct of tlie de- 
partment, which it is expict^d vvi.l occasion 
material improvements therein, bv provid- 
ing bet.cr accommodation lor ships navi- 
gatin'* the iiviu* a> to pdotage, wufciirg, .V c . 
nod 'affording a prospect at the same time 
of h spelling the expanses, by rates oil the 
toniMigV of die slops. 

KeVKNUI*. CK Alt €»!•'«. 

Including stipends and allowances of the 
Ni/.innit, or tue puvtuints made to the 
'Nabob of Bengal, his fam’ly, and di^xui- 
duntN. The ohbci vctiojis a.i*ad\ tugrik* on 
t!:e cii.irgis of thejudici il department, v. ill, 
it i^ preMimed, have riven the icqui^ilc 
r\p!anai . 'ii*. of the an inurement^ m Ficnc.d 
in :J.(' year bv which an cntiie sepa- 

rai mu was liiuilc of the reveitfie and judi- 
cial ma’iagcnivnt. F^-.m tho-e obsirva- 
t •«*!»- it \>dl ha' t- been infmod, that tlie «?s- 
ii:u.di fi.uiitd i i 17 '),; may n« r be taken asn 
( i itei ion |»x which an accurate lUiljment 
can he fonned of the tnct cased charge 
since tlidt pei nal, and tlnn the < \pcnre of 
tncye.ft* I7'U-'l wi : l In the n*ost pinper to 
In .iNSMned the m onml of the comparison 
with that of t 1 «• L»ti . yen', in tie* column 
ot the statcmei t. ti may not, how cvei , be 
impiopei to .idvert, noon the pie^cnt occa- 
sion, to the actual ilsaigc of 179-4-3, t he 
yi ir immediately preceding the sip. nation 
of the depaitimnts, in order to give some 
vu-vv the principle of the chdipe of tne 
year 179.3-1. The gio^s exponoe of 179£-:> 

was 7KJ,7>14 

It was calculated that the instmi- 
tmn of the judicial system would 
lmuudicitclv oct asioii a deduc- 
tion in tnc cxpeiicc of the old 
revenue establishment# to the 

amount of l?j, a 30p 

On this piinciplc, tlie revenue 

chargi a to De incurred in future 
cvvonid be stated at the Mini of 609,444 
,The aclufd expellees of the year 

irPo-1 - .*>69,293 

w hich less t li.tii tliei barge above — 

staled by - - - - - - - 40,151 

from winch it is to be concluded, that re- 
ductions were cai ried m f o etfect to a greater 
amount than was reckoned upon, or stated 
in the original estimate, at the lime of the 
separation of the Adawhits. 

As the revenue charges of Benares are 
blended with those of the other provinces in 
1B07-8 and ISOB- 4 ’, it is necessary to com- 
pare the charge of the year 1806-7 amount- 


ing to /-.'51 6,340 

with that of the year 1793-4, 
which has been shewn to 
ftmoqnt to - - • 569,952 
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In which view the charge of 
180t>-7 will Ik* found to be loss 
in tiu- sum of - - - - - L. .V2.953 
It i> to be r« marked, that the charge in 
both periods includes the stipends and al- 
lowances of die NizdUiut ; if tiiev were de- 
ducted, the expense attending the collection 
of the revenues would stand as follows : 

, 179.f4 

Gross charge - - 569,5?°3 

Stipends, .eke. - 

Net charge - - - - L. 343,887 
1806-7. 

Gross charge - L. 

Stipends, &.C. - ¥28.1. >0 * 

Net chaige - - - - L. 286,910 
Consequently the actual cvpcnce 
inclined in tiu* colUction of 
t*,e revenues of Bengal will 
appe.u to have deei«*.ised in 
the smn of t>0,f>T7 


The av ( rage of the gross charge 

foi the l.‘> >ears, 1791- > to • 

1 80“-7 im It.sive, is - - - h. ;>07,o00 

AsMMninc tie average of luc 
stipends at ----- - 22(M>‘>*> 


the aveiffgc of the net charge in 

the same period is - - - I« 987,000 

whicli is h ss than the net chaigc * 
of 1793-4 by L. 61.887 


Tnc near a<* f ordaucc of the amount 
the I'ha.gis of the \e«u* 180.1-7 with tie 
amount oi the average now view n, i" a it- 
lmuk.iblc ptoof of tlu ^teadm^ss of t. e 
system upon which the reve. lies of tin^e 
valuable province* have luen inat.aicd. li 
ma% not be m« tonal lo tiaee witn nmni e- 
ncss ti e causes to which (he decica-c 1 la re 
exhibited is to be asepbed ; a p.«tt is in 
the contingent or < xtraouimai j elraige^, 
and a pait in the fixed estahlis .'m ills. Oi‘ 
the latter are the collector :ps <f Cal- 
cutta, Tumlook and Kamg.ir, and !l.e com- 
mission to Cooeh Bihar, whicli have be* a 
abolished ; likewise the reduction of tar 
members of the board of icvtnue from 
four to three, and u Ircrtelnnents in the* of- 
fices at the presidency. * • 

Cumoms. 

The charges of collecting them, 
wc.e estimated in the year 14 93 

at : - _ f 4 . 10,500 

The comparison, in this instance, 
must be made with the charge 
of the year 18i 6-7, as m the sub- 
sequent years, that of the ceded 
and conquered provinces is not 
separated. The amount in tlt.it 
year was 27,399 


being an increase of - - - - L. 14,899 
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The estimate of 1793 is stated to have 
been calculated on the average of the 
charge t f the three preceding years. The 
observations on the receipts will have anti- 
eipatecj the explanation to be given of the 
small amount at wuicll these charges were 
estimated, viz. Hie existence of custom- 
houses at tiily two stations, Calcutta and 
Mjnjce; die transfer of the mmia, ement 
of th( ensuH'ih to the commercial depart- 
ment ; and Lue various alt 'ration* by the 
levy of. new duties ; with 1 he re-establish- 
ment of the town duties, and of custom-* 
homes at the piincipal citie* ; which having 
been fully staled ui those observations, it is 
only nccessai), in this place, to rtfer to 
•them as the explanation of the cause of 
tin* inoiease *i ik? charge as now r exhibited. 

S A LT , - \ p V V Nt KS \ N D ClI A it G FS. 
cstmialed to 179 j ,.t - - - - /«. l* 93,000 

amounted in the jiar 1808-9 to - 406,000 

being an increa-.c of - - - - L. 111,000 

T! is head is composed partly of allow- 
ances to the pci sous employed in He depart- 

nurt, pat By of contingencies, but princi- 
pally of advances to the manufacturers, 
which <ni accounted for in the de'ivery of 
tin* article. The estimate of 1798 was 
taken at a medium In tween the average 
actual disbiitscnienl <*f the time pieceding 
veuks, and ti e estimate made in Bengal for 
the \ ear J7 4 ’l-2 The tiansfer of the ma- 
im. cn. cut of the salt department fiom the 
boaid of ix» venue to the board of trade, in 
of • the veai 17 93. has been mentioned in tae 
f.b'M ■ v tious upon the receipts. The con- 
ii>u ! *t t,.(i com i in befoic this period was 
by s* «:oniptteii< r with assistants: and the 
provi-imi and manufacture of the salt was 
iin-b'i the direction of agent in the several 
Aiming* ov di-tiict*., v4,o made advances lo 
tue fwiimtacturrrs, gpd attended to the due 
dtli.eiv oi the piopcr quantities. When 
the alteration was made, ti.o office of 
(omptiollei wai abolished, and a new form 
of c*idbiiifcnjciii was rallied into e*cr t. 

.'fill office, vitii a secretary and as-ist- 
u* 3 s. was entalih-i.cd at the presidency, but 
l I k n.‘1.i»i of making the pro^Sion by ad- 
oiiios, through 1 :e medium of agents, was 
•continued. The salt agencies wire then 
as follow- : 

Chittagong, including Bulwa, 
llidge.'lee, * 

Koymtlliglll, 

To. n look, 

Tw cn iv -four Pcrgnmiah*. 

The agents were remunerated as before, 
fov their sei vices, t^y a commission upon the 
liet pjofit upon the article when sold : a 
si. irc oi’ commission was also given to the 
secretary of the salt office. 

The year 1793-4, being the first year 
of the management by the board of trade, 
may pei haps be the more proper period of 
comparison upon the present occasion.* 

B b« 


Vox. 12. 
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In that year the amount of the 

advances and charges was /. 358,483 
In the year 1608-9, they were 406,000 

and the increase in the latter 

period is , i- 77,517 

The increase of the quantity manufac- 
tured, ai.d the ciihancenunt of the sale 
price, have been noticed in the former 
part of till'' report. They are now advert- 
ed to for the pui pose of introducing the 
remark that the amount of ihi’ expenditure 
is necessarily governed by tlio.se cneum- 
stanco*, the advances being in pivpoition 
to the quantity piovidcd, and tr.e amount 
of the cummisrioii on the* salts bein' ico 
gnl.ited b\ the piios at \\!.q*li tin* article 
told. The estabthhed charge.' of the fac- 
tories ai- rnuMeis for :t pal ate <ou*idr- 
ration, as wed as the emitne'c lit expen&cs 
in eemicetuiu wnii lima. 

The system vi n.an.i::eyH nt under the 
bo.ird of licule has been shewn to pioduce 
very material impiovcinenls in tliis 
branch of the resourci s. The inert used 
net receipt, or piofit, in the period' now 
under consideration, is, 44-1,0 ()(,)/. and 
ha> been produced under the very satis- 
factory ei re 'instance of the melioration 
of tin; situai on of the manufucrineis, who 
wetc not u.iy relieved from compubory 
labour, but were allowed an additional 
pi ice foi the aiticlr produced by them 
Stweial alterations in the plan of ma- 
nagement have brin can it d into edict. 
Additional guards against illicit trade have, 
been lntiodnccd, by the cstablishnu nt of 
chokies, or custom-houses, in the eastern, 
western, and midland disturb, wiiji a 
supermirndnnt and assistants to c«cb, 
which have consulcrahly added to the es- 
tablished expenses. On the oilier hand, 
retrenchments have been made by abolish- 
ing the agenev at Roynmngnl, and attaching 
it to the 54 pergunnah*, also by reducing 
the commission to the ugtnts of Hidge’lee, 
the Hi ptrgimnahs, and Tun^ook, from 
three, to i and a quarter per rent. Befei- 
rii.jr to the abst.aetsof the establishments 
of the lit tigid piesude. cy in tT‘M and IHOh, 
ii ,*p pears that the charge* of the .salt 
,x p itrnent have increased in the sum of 
, of vh’cli l(/,000/. K in the com- 

> *i : paid to the audits, and 49,000/. 

the lactones for allow- 
v.i' * * ' **.pvih,> and natives, and con- 

. charges comprize the 
». »■; i .« .1 rnoiies, or custom- 

h< *, ' ' i'.. kL" .*! io,000/. 

z * n .* ui.i • .* ,*i i h; •*. i-iakc q sena- 
<»: . k / r.dvn • fa t'.' mauulac- 
itM'. ‘ -f ’Ji.^ c.'-ii.T' 1 ', li.< ’■ h 1 y*ur 

r! V* J l t r )i 

9H *-i tUL. cast t -'h n'j f \ aj.d •• hi.’*'..; 

ful' M» 1J...1I lh» VtJ.'I a 

-!«.?■ •'* *11 ZT^t^L the piopurriui: 

t i i to a.,*he .I'Jihvjr.ji adt.«ifc 

\a: firi r ,».t is/had ^ 


tation must, however, be considered as 
rather vague. 

Opium; advvncesanp charges, 
Estimated in 1793 at - - - /. 97,500 

amounted in the year 1808-9 to 100,920 

b^ing an increase of - - - /. 3,420 

The management of the trade in this 
aiticle, and tiie provision of it, are in 
some degree similar to that of salt, and the 
estimate of the advances and charges wa» 
calculated upon similar grounds ; viz. a 
n.rdiuni between the average of the three 
pi cording ycais actual dishuisemnits, aud 
the isiiiiaitc of 1?9i-2. At the time this 
i'-tin:ate was foimid, the eoiuluet of the 
piouMOn of opium was under the (iiieetion 
of an obh er of ti e revenue dcpaitment, 
dt.dgnaK'i pivpaui of n ports, and super- 
intend;. 1 4 of the opium sales. His d”ty, 
in tut Kit U r capacity, cuieistrd in receiv- 
ing the opium nnrmtiUv froi. the public 
eonlr ictor> ; having ir * xamiued by the 
usual i'^peetms; exposing to sale; and 
adjusting the accounts. 

The alteration made in the year 1793, 
transferring the opium concern fiom the 
leveuue to the eommeieial dcpai tment, 
and the charge of system adopted by ti;e 
board of tiddc in the year 17'.’7, by the 
substitution of provision by agency in lieu 
of that by contract, has liemi detailed 
in tiie observations upon the produce of the 
salts. It is therefore, upon the pies nt 
occmsioi*, requisite only to notice that, at 
, tlie time ot the transfer, Ihe office of su- 
peiiutendant of opium was abolished ; the 
expense of ti c arrangement adopted by 
the board of trade for the conduct of tin* 
concern, is not stated in the book of os- 
fablishments. Hy the advices it appear* 
that in :7P5 a foim of cslablishineui wa* 
prcpuied by them to the supreme council, 
on whose approval it wan earned into el- 
icit, and. with some small alteration, 
continued in operation during the exist- 
ence of the contracts, viz. to the year 
1797. On the institution of the agency 
system in th.it year the Vbolc establish- 
ment was reformed, and the rate of 
allowances and commission to the seere.- 
tar,y and agents was 'fixed. The con- 
cern is still conducted binder the board 
of trade by a sccictafy at the presidency, 
and by agents in Oalmr, and at Bcnarefj 
the entfre expense of whose several ap- 
pointments and oiftets, according to the 
abstract of the establishments in 18Q8, 
may be takcq at about 32,000/. per annum, 
including the commission. The ad v *M- 
fages ot the system of n y e . -vteAi 
In the columns of thearoimitais, /riU-oa^Ji 
j-.. f. t* (‘vp.-ii'i,. in aliov'fti * *. ^ -\n Much 
th.-.e umlti i ti r. ... : k-i '.y-tem 
• in 4 hi‘ -* v < i '<•</ nx \ ; ais l/'U 3 t ■ 1 7 '77 -0, 
when r.ie e<»i trq.d syob.m m«tf be sop* 
j o.ied K h'avo tulii Jy d, lha 
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charge was ,131,000*'. the produce of the 
sales 200,0001. and the average net re- 
ceipt 1 9,o •,■<)/, It' i", howevci, to be re- 
nal ked tout the great increase of charge 
in. ti.i year 1 7 *. J T -ii is to be imputed, in 
some d' eiee. to an advance not properly 
bcl..)igim» to the year. In IT ‘Jo 9, the 
advances and charges amounted to 97,?y5/.« 
bo* tiit* nn.ikeLs being unfavourable, the 
saie.v, only produced 2lo,0no/. having a 
pielil of liv, („){)/. In the year 17 ,v 9-18O0 
the eh.tiae via- in ally tike same as the 
pieteumu y*;, bet the (t profit was 
27-1, 01)0/. and in iucu us'd improvement 
is exhibited tiMOfgli the nine following 
t ve*iis of the ^luienicnt*, tin* average ^f tin* 
adv;:iit ( s and cliaii'cs of liiose yea is being 
about *J.l,Oi)0/. ale*, Iron mcieusr inpiicc, 
t<» be uiipnbd puneip.idy to toe improve- 
ment in theqmdi . y of the article, tue ave- 
nue net p’litivfoi the s ’me period i.s ion, ooo/. 
Tins is toe more > itist icbu y, ;o £.!,». avi- 
ragi txpeuddue on tin nine mhis .*• iieluw 
tin* csIihimU* of ir*j, and t ills sho’t 'f 
the average of the lirst six yeais in me 
‘■tatiiuent !»\ the ?mn of JO, OOo/. I* d.oidd 
h.ivi U i n I'emorUd mat in April, 1LG1, 
re.tK'iehniei.ts v.eie < allied in t > cil'ti 
'1 tie sil.uv of ihe Ibniar agent was le- 
d.n ' d from v.000 *o .jdo sieea rupees per 
month, tue salary of tin ZVnaic* a-.ert 
wa*. ohody abolished, and tin eoimnission 
to both the agents w.|£ uduced from jJ to 2 
pei cent. m 

Stamps. 

As this resource w.ts instituted in the 
\«ur 179 / only, it did not appiai in tlie es- 
timate of 1 7 O i. lusccivl u.ii'. t lie -charges 
appeal at a low amount, fiom not includ- * 
lug eominisdoM paid on taeis'- 'oof stamps. 
The increased c.\p< me in tLic t’our lasj 
years is to be accounted for from tl|| eir- 
cumstai.LVs of both eoimnission and esta- 
blishment being included in it. The nccipt 
in those yeais, being the gross produce, 
islikivvi"; large i . 

M V1)H \S WIAKOFS. 

The cv,, ruses of ihe Madras piesidcncy 
au* next lor i samnn.tmn. Those of the 
civil .md ..'venue lit pai tments, connected 
nmre immediately with the company's an- 
cient p< ssiNsions, pmler the presidency 
of Bengal, .ne to he touml in detail in tlA*' 
separate statement maiked C. • 


The total charge, upon this 

piinciple, was estimated • 

in the year 1 7'J.y at 1. 368,000 

and amounted in the year 

1303-9 to , 660,071 

being an increase of /. 205, or l 


This increase is very considerable ; it 
will be found to have arisen, in a material 
degree, from the introduction of the Ben- 
gal system of revenue ami judicial admi- 
nistration into the distrust* of the Peuiu- 

B 


3% 


aula, as will be more particularly explain- 
edin the examination of the several items. 
The charges of the post-office were not 
separated from the civil charges in the 
estimate of the year 1793. Referring 
to the Helmuts fiom Madras about that 
pniod,and taking the medium of the actual 
disbursement!) of 1791-9, and the esti- 
mate of 1792-5, tiie expense under this 
head might be computed at 9,2401. which, 
deducted fiom the civil charges, would 
reduce the ( liimite of them to 102,7601. 
Assuming tlu* # computed expense of the 
post-office at ------- 9,240 

A.** fin* actual charge of the same 
in the y< ar J30tj-9, amounted 
to - - - - - 19,926 


An increase wilfr be exhibited un- 
dei tins iu’dd to tue amount of 


£ 10,686 


If tl.i* comparison were made with the 
viui i7‘jv* 3, as in ttie post-office revenues, 
vn i»u*i/*asc of charge won:d be exhibited 

’iv i:<i‘ sem id 11, aTid. • 

A<c« luiiig io the tpnk of esta- 
binm*.. r.ts the expense in 3 / 94 

vv.in 8,560 

Ami >i 1808, 13,114 


Lh ing uu riii.rease of - - - - L.9,854 

The di-bin si incuts include contingencies 
of a c.i.Lal <1. -cuptmn which are not stated 
io ii.e howk of t siabiisiniients. Of the in- 
cic:,?o 1,7131. »s to be asmbed to unuddi- 
tion to toe allowance of tin? postmaster- 
to r.crhi, and to the revival of the office of 
i>.n.l\ , the remainder is in the inferior 
bi.mehe.s of die establishment, from the 
lu-oi '.soy of living, from time to time, new 
pi* .i r in i onsfum nee of the great exten- 
sion of the kri Holier, on the Peninsula. 
With lespeet to u pint of the period in the 
statement, it is to be observed that war 
lias been tlu* means of occasionally adding 
to the cvptuse, a> the tappals, or runners, 
found more difficulties m pursuing their 
rout- s. In Stic vi ar 1799-:;, the receipts 
exei.ded theehaiges by J,000l. but in the 
year J 30 .Vo, the charge was greater in 
t.ie '.lime amount. The prospect is how- 
ever held foit)i,in the estimate for 1809-1V, 
ti!Ut the expetiacs undtr Lins head will 
he mnie tnan covered by the receipts, 
which i* to be ascribed to regulations re- 
cently made. 

The Civil Charges, 

Were estimated in 179.3 at - - 112,00© 
But excluding the pdskofficc, fyr 
reasons given in ihe observa- 
tions upuu that lier*i the amount 

will bo 102,76© 

In t o year 1808-9 they amount- 
ed to - - - - + -i ^ ^ l(Jd,807 

Being au increase of - - - - L. i ? 047 

— — * ">■* < 
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The civil charges include the salaries 
and allowances ot the members of go- 
vernment, and of the several offices at 
the presidency, with the contingent ex- 
penses of the same, viz. the secretin y\s, 
accountant-general’*, «Sce. am Pare exclu- 
sive of those of the judicial and revenue 
departments, which are shewn in distinct * 
columns. 

Referiing to this column of the state- 
ment it, will appear, notwithstanding the 
small difference shewn upon this compan- 
ion, that, compared wirln several of the 
years immediately subsequent to 17 95, the 
estimate was taken upon rather too low a 
scale, although in the year 1796-7 the 
charge disbursed fell short of that ainoqnt. 
As the, charges in the statement are those 
actually disbursed, the average may form 
the.bc'f criterion for directing the judg- 
ment in this can 1 . Upon this principle 
it will appear tlmi, on tile avciage of the 
first sevc ii y ears, to IT 93-9, the clwgc 
Amounted toi‘JO,iK)Ol.; add on the nine years, 
1799 1800 to 1807-3, to 123,0(H>I.Thecxpt use 
of the. year 1803-9 was marly 20,0001. 
below that amount, and less than the 
year immediately preceding by nearly 
58,0001. Consich iahle retrenchments aie 
stated to liave been made in the vtar 1808, 
the general effect of wiuen «ne shewn 
in the disbursement ol the year last referred 
to. 

It most have been remarked that in 
*omc years the charges are miich gicaUr 
than in others, hut as, on the geneial 
average, the excess beyond the estimate 
of 1795 is not in a very considerable Mini, 
amt as they appear to have Ijecn t educed 
in the last year to nil amount but little ex- 
ceeding that estimate, and below the two 
averages which have been shewn, no bli- 
ther observation in this place appears ii - 
qubit? , further tl.an in explanation ot’ the 
veiy matenal difference winch tMSf* be- 
tween the amount in the column of the 
statement now under consideiatiou, and 
what is stated apparently under the same 
head in the ubstuct ot‘ tin* es ablishmeul 
books, in winch the fixed expense tor 
1808 is more than the charge disbursed 
in 1808-0, by L‘H,oool. It is not practicable 
to explain this ditui cure with minute de- 
tail, but it is geueially to be ascribed * to 
the circumstance of the expense in the' 
establishment book including"' a number 
of articles, which, in the di^buixcinent*, 
are thrown under the distinct heads to 
which they respectively belong. The s»i- 
pend.s to the family of Tippoo, to the 
amount of 80,0001. is one of the Articles 
alluded to ; exp^hsA in Mysore, and of 
the post office, are others. 

Judicial. ' 

Tliese charges arc not distinctly stated 
in the accounts presented to Parliament. 
In those accounts they are blended witli 

the civil charges' in general, and include 
« * 
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such as appertain to the judicial adminis- 
tration of the ceded and conquered dis- 
tricts. 

The separation has been made for the 
purpose of a more minute examination, 
upon the principles explained in the former 
pa i ; of this report. The stun shewn in this 
column i elates to the ancient possessions, 
and ' includes the charges attending the 
administration of justice in the European 
comb, which in the four first years com- 
prised only the mayor’s court and the 
court of requests. In the years 1796-7 
and 1797-8 they were increased by the grant 
of salaries to the justices of the peace at 
M minis, the expense of some inferior courts 
at the subordinate settlements, and the 
allowances of the company’s law officers. 
The charges of the year 1758-9 wore af- 
fected by an alteration in the principle 
of the administration of justice in these 
eouits at i lie presidency, by the institution 
of a recorders < ourt, uodt»i the act of the 
.»71h (icmgc 5d. can. 142, passed the 9 (Mil 
July, 179?, liOitiiiod, “ an act for the 
better administration of justice at Cal- 
nht.i, Madras, and Bombay, &e.” Tins 
institution was rcndeicd void by the act 
of the 59th a. id -J Oth, cap. 79, passed the 
"Ulh July, I860, intituled “ an act for 
establishing further regulations for the 
government of the Butish territories in 
India, and tin* better administration of 
jiiatifje within the same.” Under this act 
Ins Majesty was cmpow'Ted to establish 
a supreme comt of judicature at Madras, 
consisting ot tile like number of persons a> 
the supi cine comt at Tort- IV i Ilium. The 
expenses of this comt falL upon the 
uccoftuts from the year 1301-2. In the re- 
marks upon the revenues it has been 
shcwK that the hrst inti oduct ion of the 
judicial system in practice in the province* 
under the Bengal government into the 
teiritories under the udiiunMiulinn of the 
gove» unieut of Madras, was in consequence 
of imti notions for that purpose in the 
years 1799 and 1800. Although some com N 
were instituted in part Of the conquered 
districts in the year lOOtM, no chatge ap- 
pears to have been stalcdtn this column fot 
the new /jllah or provincial courts till the 
vear 13 u*-.», from which period the carry- 
ing tho system into complete effect has 
added to tlie expense till the year 1806-7, 
w hen the total charge amounted to 2-3,9 >()/. 
In 1V07-8 it was 11,0001. less, and ill 
1308-9 it was i educed to 193,9781. The 
gicat expense of these* establishments 
has diawn the particular attention of 
the government of Madras, who have 
been very active lfi adopting measures 
of retrenchment. The success of those 
measures is apparent in the two last years 
of the statement, and a prospect exists that 
further reductions will he effected in this 
expenditure, not only as it is shewn in this 
column, but a3 it L» incurred in the' ceded 
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and conquered districts. It should, how- 
ever, be remarked, that the expense here 
stated is not in the whole strictly chargeable 
to this head. As the jurisdiction of the 
sudder or chief court at the presidency, and 
of tiiccourts of circuit, extends to the whole 
of the districts, a proportion of- the 
charges of those courts belongs to the 
ceded and conquered provinces. The 
expense only of the ziliali courts within 
those districts has been charged to them. 
It would have tendered the statement more 
accurate if it had been practicable to shew 
distinctly the expe nses under those sepa- 
rate heads. 1 

The revenue charges, or the expcnccs 
of collecting the revenues and customs of 
the ancient possessions under the Madras 
government, were estimated, in the year 
1793, at ------ L. 256, OOp 

In flic year 1808-9 they amount- 
ed to 333,034 

being an increase of • - - 7,. 77,074 


The calculation of the estimate in the 
year 1795 appears to have been, in some 
degree, governed by the estimate of the 
year 1 791-2. It was, however, loss than 
that estimate by 1,000/. At that pe- 
riod, the revenue system at Madras was 
materially different from w hat it is at the 
present time. The introduction of Hie pei- 
maueut settlement into these districts, to 
which the greatest change is to he ascribed, 
lias already been adverted to ; it is however 
proper, upon this occasion, to remark that, 
antecedent to the carrying the principles of 
the permanent settlement into effect, the 
revenue admimstiation of the most consi- 
derable part was altered by the abolition 
of Hie chiefships ot Masulipatam andVi/a- 
gapataiu, and the residency of Gan jam, 
and the separation of the lands muter tnoir 
respective superintemiency into nine divi- 
sions, with a collector to each ; viz. Masn- 
lipat.tni four, Yizagapatam three, Ganjani 
one, and Guntoor one. This arrangement 
was advised by letter dated 23d November, 
1794. On the three years previous to it 
the average charge was below the estimate 
in 1798 in the sum of 22,000/. On the 
average of the next seven yeai.%, 
to 1801-2 inclusive, thcchsyge was s 17, (KM;/. * 
After that period the permanent settlement 
was gradually introduced, and the Jtvciagc 
charge of the next seven years, 1802-3 to 
1808-9, was3%,000/. Notwithstanding the 
expectation, that the separation of the 
judicial department would be the means of 
reducing the expcnccs of the revenue de- 
partment, if the latter average were taken 
on the six years, the amount would be 
"400,000/. Retrenchments arc reported to 
have been made in the years 1807 ana 1808 
to which the reduced charge in the year 
1808-9 may be principally ascribed. 


It is to be remarked, that this head of 
charge includes the payment to the. Nizam 
of a peisheush or annual tribute for the 
northern eifears, amounting to 00,000/. 
The extraordinary amount of the charge 
of the year 1800-7 arises from the pay- 
ment of the Peisheush for two years and a 
half. The charges, as actually disbursed, 
considerably exceed the amount in the ab- 
stract of the establishments, as Uje latter 
do not include the Peisheush for the Cir-' 
cars, the salt advances, and sundry other 
contingent and extraordinary expcnccs. 

Dutch Settlements. 

The charges under this head were first 
brought into the accounts in the year 
1796-7, although the settlements weie ob- 
tained by eonqiibst in the year preceding. 
Other expcnccs in the military depart- 
ment were incurred upon this account to 
a very considerable amount, and princi- 
pally included in the military charges of the 
Madras presidency from 1705-6 to 1801-2. 
The charges stated in this colnmn for the 
same period, are chiefiythe civil expenccs 
of Ceyton, the eastern islands, and Ma- 
lacca. 

In December, 1801, Cevlon ceased to be 
under the government of the company, as 
stated in the remarks upon the receipts. 
The great amount of the charyp in the years 
1802-3 to 1805-6 arises from an alteration in 
the mode of 'dating the account, by including 
the whole of the military charges disbursed 
on account of the eastern islands. These 
islands having been surrendered to the 
Dutch in consequence of the peace of 
Amiens, and Malacca in part abandoned, 
the charge in the two last years is mostly on 
account of the chunk and pearl fishery at 
Tu t.i conn. 

With respect to the charges stated in 
this column, and to those which were in- 
cluded in the military charges as above ad- 
verted to, it is to be observed, that an ac- 
count has been drawn out, comprizing not 
onl> those charges respectively, but every 
advance and* disbursement made by the 
East India company on account of the 
capture and maintenance of tlmse settle- 
ments, the amount of which has been 
brought forward as a claim upon the pub- 
lic, in conformity with the principles on 
which the several expeditions against them 
were undertaken ; and having been sub- 
mitted to Parliament, and undergone the 
examination of committees in the sessions 
of 1805 and 1803, Minis have been voted, 
on the teporl-s of those committees, to the 
East India company, on account thereof. 

* — m 

Bombay Charges. 

The civil, marine, and revenue charges of 
the presidency of Bombay, exclusive of the 
charge of the ceded and conquered dis- 
tricts, are now to be examined* 
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In 1793 they were estimated at L> 177,750 
In 1808-9 they amounted to - - 870,572 


being an increase of - - - - 1*. 19V,.V22 


The Civil (Carols 
were estimated, in 1793, at - L. 90,000 
and amounted, in 1808-9, to - 106,751 

being an increase of - - - • L. 16,751 


The estimate of the yt;u*17‘ J 3 was cal- 
culated on the average expellee of the live 
prect ding years. The average of i lit* five 
years, 1792-5 t > 1796-7, exceeded tins esti- 
mate in the sum of 14,000/. The expert -o 
in the year 1808-9 being onjy nioie 

thah the average last adverted to, it dots 
not appear necessary to < nter largely upon 
explanations of the detail of the difference 
which has been exhibited ; and it may suf- 
fice to remark, that this 4 column incudes 
the charges of the judicial depai I •»*j-i»r, and 
of the post-office and mint, and that tne in- 
stitution of a recorder’s combat th 1 ps#*i- 
dency in the year 1796-9, the introllurtion 
of judicial arrangements, and the en inte of 
the mode of admimstiatiou at Sm.it, are 
generally to be icferred to as lln'can^s of 
the increase v hichhas been sin wn. 1 1 may , 
however, be proper tooksnve, reqicctnig 
those years m this column in vs Lm*Ii »! c o\- 
pences have very far exticdcd both the 
averages above shewn, and the dun ire of 
the year 1 808-9, that 0 i* not practicable 
at the present time, in trace with precision 
the causes of the excesses. They appear 
to have been various, and principally ca- 
sual and contingent. During the ycais m 
which the government was encaged in hos 
till ties with Tippoo or the Mahraltas, the 
police corps were necessarily increase d in 
consequence of the absence of theinihtaiv 
force. Much expeitcc was incurred i>y ad- 
ditional political residencies in the lie d Sea 
and Persian gulpii,andhv flic employment of 
native agents. In the year in which 

the largest dhlmrscrmut is exhibited, a con- 
siderable expenditure was occasioned by 
the relit f attended to the native inhabitants, 
who were brought to eimmisiann % of ex- 
treme distress by the prevalence ot famnje. 
Since that period the cxpinccs app< at to 
have gradually decreased, which is to in- at- 
tributed to the ct ssation oj‘ contingent de- 
mands, and to the exertion- of the anvi n - 
merit to carry mto effect measures of ie- 
treuchinent. 

« The Marine Charges 

were estimated, in J.793, at - L, 74,250 
and amounted, in the year 1 808-9, 

to - - - 167 , \ to 


being an increase of - - - L. 95,190 

The estimate of. 1793, was ca ; culated, in 
fids instance likewise, on the average of 
five years. This calculation was fully jus- 
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tified, for although it was exceeded in the 
two first years, 1792-5 and 1793-4, on the 
average of seven years, 1792-5 ami 1798-9, 
the expense was only 72,00ul. 'flu- in- 
crease of charge ia ami after the year 
,1799-1800 i equirt s soinereui.uk, and more 
particularly as a very material p«.it of 
the addition thus made was of a pennant nt 
desorption. The mu'ine establishment 
of tms presidency ’Aax oiigitiuUv no touted, 
and h..s been maiiUairu d toi m i » ices ol con- 
siderable m-poi tarn c to toe interest < \ Ini' 
coo panv, and to the mmm ire »*; gnu ml 
on tl.e western *idc of India. It i*. i;t i ,cl 
asptifisof iinvy. 'fhe nu 1 its a id &c i v ic* v 
of the otheeis, and ti.e olui'-ivr b- .• f u 
denved by tie dockland aiwe«l , ..i. » i 

I noun, 'flu* iinectiute hadim* rs 

of tins est.iiilislum lit .ue. 

1st Tin prnki ti<.,, of t'«o La ' , which 
is considerable, f»m.i poit to port, Lorn 
pii.ihca! crui/j is 

?d. T»:< «ic I* eci uf ll i enu p.inyL ti\« ^ , 
and pnsst sskiii.. in toil. e.f war, against 
Kip ope.. ii t «n mu s. 

3d. The 1 1 .i ! i",ku 1 o* ri ops, \r. 

4th. 1 ’ot n.<» in. »leeO ie.ll di^< 'M U i( s. 

51 h. h'or << »im . .ii.- p.u l ei> to and trorn 
the Keii a, ixe 

in iSit yoji i7'i8, i!n court of dir°c1ors 
enltieci upon full < \ .leination of the 
si.qjecf of tin* niamie depai liiienl of tins 
picsKfciiey, m wJuea they look into consi- 
deration ttic dt Pen ik v i fli t cs-fa'disl’n < nt 
upon its comCiutinu at that lime, and Im- 
w.irded M.cli in*>tMictio.is for its impiovc- 
nu lit in evei \ u -p< ( \ ..s appeared i . (juiMte. 
The Mtu.niou _oi ti.e ofiieeis chi w Jik< viv* 
theii paitirular ait< rhjon, and i ecoh'itoeii 
woe p i ssed lespe* ting tin ir rank, p!.n in.; 
it m relative pioportion vutu ! l..« * «4 t. e 
officers of tin aimv- which had i erectly 
been consult rably improve d. 'I In prmoip'o 
of giantiug furlough, ami aih .ung io..ii rt- 
tiien.int «;flei |>i « «f | i !>• d pt .'loiS wu!i the 
pav ol’ tin li'.ptciive ranks, w -s abo i ■ *- 
stitisted, in i.lvo oianoer as i i the nnlitare 
*oi vice. The vhnle pf hic-r aii.m.c- 
menls was eo’nn'Oiiicaled to the 1»< inbay 
government, by letter dated JsL Augusi, 
17 

# 1'rc-m the naluie <*f the service, in the 
, time of'wai parlii ul.uly, the animal ex- 
pense of this dipi.itiucut is Ih.ctnalM g and 
iimv rtain in its amount, as v.dl appear 
by r the iiisiuCiic.ii of tin* coioinn n< w 
under ewiiif atioii. Mcayuics aic, how- 
ever, adfpcd to cheek .did con tied the 
expenditure, and k< f p it w ithin such limits 
as arc consistent uitli the efficiency of the 
service. 

The Revenue Charues, 

Weie estimated in 1793 at - - 13,500 

And amounted in the year 1808-9 
to 96,081 

Being an increase of - - - L. 82,581 
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The estimate was, in this instance like- 
wise, calculated oil the average expense of 
the five preceding years. It appears to 
have been justified by the average of the 
five years fiom 179*/-;! to 1796-7, which 
amounted to 14,2001. It is to be remarked 
that these charges include the expense at* 
tending the collection oi the land revenues, 
the customs, and the farms and licences. 
The increase in the receipts on the two 
last articled has been he fore noticed, -and 
theoccasionof it ascribed principally to the 
arrungemants madi with the nabob of 
Surat in the year 1800 ; also to the levy of 
new duties. The revenue man age merit at 
Surat, and the stipulated payments to the 
nabob, are the principal causes of the in- 
crease now shewn. The alterations in the 
management of the revenues of Salsettc 
have piodueed a part of it. 


The examination in detail of the several 
heads of Revenue and Charge being com- 
pleted, it remains to direct the attention to 
the final results produced by the financial 
operations which have been brought under 
review. The first object is to shew how far 
the revenues of the presidencies of Bengal, 
Madras, and Bombay, during the period 
which has been under examination, have 
been sufficient to meet the charges imme- 
diately attending upon the administration 
of them. 

The investigation of the detail of the 
items of revenue anil charge has been made 
on statements adjusted and drawn out upon 
principles to meet the particular mode on 
which it wa« originally proposed to conduct 
it, as distinctly explained m a former part 
of this report. This mode, Imwt vci suit- 
able to the purpose for which it was adopted, 
does not furnish the means of discovering 
the power- of the revenues of each presi- 
dency respectively to rncct its charges. 
It is the refore proposed to proceed upon the 
examination of the irsults upon a principle 
by whim this object may be attained, i'o 
this end it is nccesturv to refer to the several 
statements in the appendix fiist ad vetted 
to at the beginning of’ tins report, which 
shew both the detail and the results of* the 
revenues and charges of the tlirm preside *i- 
cies, likewise a general statement of the 
whole; and here the remark is lie re- 
peated, that the results in it arc precisely 
similar to the results in the general account, 
which has been the basis of the ex- 
amination already made. The general state- 
ment, marked No. 2, is first to be rcl«i red 
to. On this view it will appear that in the 
year, 179.', it was estimated that, after 
paying the direct charges of the govern- 
ments of three presidencies, exclusive of 
the supply to Bencoolen, &«. the commer- 
cial charges and the interest upon the 


debts, a net revenue would remain to the 

amount of -• 1,775, 50# 

And that, on the same principle, 
there would leinain in the 
year 1808-0, a r.e* revenue 
amounring to 2,373,831 

Being an excess of net re- 1 
venue above the estimate, > 59.', 331 

in this view, iu the sum of) 

The view of this statement fin Ihor sug- 
gests the influence that, m point officl, 
the revenues of India \vo;e more than suf- 
ficient to cover the, immediate ei arges 
of the government of it upon the pnn- 
*<ples now stated, during the wl.o'e of the 
period from 1J92-.3 to j 808-9, with the ex- 
ception of two yean only, 1H0V6 and 
1806-7; in which yeais the charges of 
the MahratU war, and fhe an ears of 
those charges, bore with the greatest 
pressure. 

It is, however, to bo remarked, that other 
demands winch have fallen upon the reve- 
nues of India remain to be examined, 
before it will lie practicable to pursue the 
investigation of the final result*. These 
demands are described in the column 
of the statement as supplies to Ben- 
coolen, Penang, &c. and the interest on 
the debts. * 

These several articles cannot, in either 
case, be considered ns wholly of a political 
or of a commercial description, although 
they have uniformly been brought forward 
in the accounts fiom year to yearns a di- 
rect demand upon the revenues of India, 
and havevt r\ materially affected the gene- 
ral result of the same. The commercial 
charges might have bten brought cinUr ou- 
st rvation in this place ; but it having been 
usual to cv hide pi in ercry political con- 
sideration ot tiu nuances, they will 1 ? 
the subject of lemark in another patt of 
litis report. 

'fh*; supplies to Rcncoolcn, Pe- 
nang, weie estimated in 
the year 179.1 at t:ie sum of - L. 50,000 
The actual supply in the yiar 

1808-9 was - ’ - - - *- - 158,203 


Being an increase of - - - - L. 108,‘J08 

It lias beer, remarked that tins head of 
charge may be considered as neither whoIV 
political nor wholly conmicicial. Tms 
mark is iu pait justified !\> the charge, its. If, 
os in some yeais the advances to Bencoolen 
far exceeded the demand for the direct ex- 
penses of the residency, ami must in such 
case have been applied to the purchase of 
j; *pper, which is the principal aitiele of 
tiie trade of the island, mad is supposed to 
be the ground, in a commercial view at 
least, of its retention. The cultivation of 
other spices bus aUt> been introduced to 
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a considerable o\t< nt. ami those plan- In the same year another gentleman was 
tations are understood to be in a fioniming appointed as tesident, wlm exerted himself 
stiiU . with groat effect in the necessiry measures 

Albums i Prince of Wales'* Island lin* not of re form; bid unfortunately lost his life 


hitherto pioiiurui any ni.ueiijl soimts of 
trade except Pipper, it is. a fli»»ion of 
great eoinn.irna! well as political im- 
portance, from it." si?- .♦! ion iu «i ciiuvc- 
niuit Is net for t»H palate to .aid from 
China, and ftum its. pmxiimly to the conti- 
nent. 

Toe supply to these set fitment's from 
being below their uett al went*, appear to 
have been esdnuitci in Ikeycca 17’. at a 
small amount. T e dillmncc hituun 
the sni ply and tlu ibmaiui. patncidaily 
ns it i* pecis Henroo’rr, mist h« \e btqp 
found fiom ether snwets, piobably ftom 
Europe. The .me i.i;t of the MippUes lias 
uniformly exceeded the estimate of J79.’, 
txetpi tin vcm 179.1-1 T .e 
from to 9‘J .j was . il 

will he ib cr.ed that aft* r timt piima 
the expense in t! is < wjs rallied to 

an aminnt \tiy tor cm e« ding b»»th the* 
original estimate nml Iheav'cUipcm ^ dub d. 
Considerable *dtci;.tions have he« ii ‘ luaiie 
in tlu odmiiiistiation or iimimz* rnent »,f 
these m ttln-cKN. \\ ilh respict «o Bcii- 
roobn, it is f > be observed that the increas- 
ing cliaijr* liew the paitii uli*r»aitf rtion of 
the Court of Directors in the y^ai l'loi ; 
when tsndiitg tint by ihe late.-t accounts, 
the animal loss inclined bv b.is settlement 
exceeded 8r,0iM)k they sent instruction* 
to Bengal for a very eoesirk rahle reduction 
of the establishment, In to civii ami mi- 
Jitaiy. Tne expense of the m \v pi an was 
calculated to amount to dollars, or 

1;i,4Ud. per annum. Meannc*. were taken 
to cany these orders into ctb cl, but it does 
not appeal thut retrenehn eiils weic ever 
made to the amount mriflcd. 

The alteration, by mincing the settle- 
ments suhoidtmtte to Bolt Marlbmcn.gh, 
rendered it MCtsxiry to provide for the* 
covenanted seivnnts removed m coii.-e- 
cjueiici tycieof. They sure Irausitriee to 
the Madias < staldbhmciil, and # tl e Act 42 
Oco. lit. (up. 29 wa« passcu, uuthniMiig 
the c. mp.my tc make the m t! lenient subor- 
dinate to Bengal, and lo Yransfci t iici mj- 
pemumerary m ivanls to the establishment , 
of Madras. The increasing ex ponces of, 
and the abuses which prevailed in the 
management of this setth limit, bad not 
escaped the attentiou of tin sr.ptcrm 
government of Bengal. So *a iy u, the 
year 1799 they eh puled a c-f mini *sk ncr, 
with special povjeis to impure into, and 
remedy the tame. This commission^!* pro- 
ceeded inither, and continued his functions 
till the year 180.», when Ins commission 
was unniled. The immediate purposes of 
his appomtwebt were tar from being an- 
swered, a*, appears upon the face of the 
account from tfie year 1799-1800 to isod-6. 


bv assassination by the native'.. Through 
hfs ( xr .tions the net charge 1 of flic settle- 
ment, which, oil the average * f eight 
yeais, l? *>*:-•> to 1805-b, amounted to 
1 1 7,000/. was reduced in t ,0<i-7 to ,d ,o.'D7. 
The actual at counts of 1MI7-H are not re- 
ceived, but the charge’ in lSOp-i) is esti- 
mated at 3.>,of>0.‘. 

In tiie year 1793, the settlement at Pc- 
limit:, or fVmce of Wales’s Island, was 
under the nvc a cement of :i «upetinti*iideiit ; 
flit expuiocs incurred were those of his 
salary and e lchlislinn nt, ami of tt.e de- 
t trhrnent statioued there. As the value of 
ti.e settlenicn- rose in inipmUnco in ae a om- 
mcrcml view, instructions wcie sent from 
I'ii. land to Bengal by letter, dated 28th 

viiiuM, fur the app< ‘i tmci-t of a 

siiiur civil siiv.ii*} a « supi rudemU nt, but 
fie snprtmc govt nw . . t iadalreudy nomi- 
uaUd a mibiaiy r of resprciubility 
Si'' In eft ’i.ii’t-govM . r *r. In tin year 11*0% 
the **i'vt! mm ut of tins Island was Consti- 
tuted n t pn sifieucy . with n governor and 
coi.mil, Mihouhmdc to t«.e s». prune go- 
veTimtent on the same pni-cij 1 eas the older 
pnsub lines, and special ir 4. options wire* 
issued li* 1 its fiilie e mana- um nr. 

In the o*,;r t no? a o.;ii t< r .»f ,usp'< v\as 
grantee^ ami his n:aje‘:y abounded a ro- 
eordci tor its dnt ad.'iiuisii.i«i'uj m the 
lslaul. 'flic sp" ion lbO.I was tiie fbsf m 
whit li separate .ireniintu for :his *•< ttUnscnt 
were prn<eiited to Parliament. The nve- 
iagc (\pence fumi to lb()?-K is 

79.-171/. The charge of mw-y is esti- 
mated at 101,000/. a recoi dei’s com t having 
been inst>tnt.d, the cliane of iWalat'ea 
buuT included, and the military expanse 
ereaMr; beta icduetion of expinee may 
hereafter be e'pccied under the orders of 
tip* court of directois for that pm post in 
tilt- ytar 1 H 09 . 

Tne rolimin shewing the interest paid on 
the debts requins blit little remark in this 

iace, as die aiuount is governed entirely 

y that of trie debt itself, whicl^ hung a 
point for separate consideration, will be 
edvfi ted to hei .* after. The sum estimated, 
ip l?y;>, Id- be payable on the debt then 
existing, amounted to o61,92‘U. This cal- 
ndation being necessarily made on the 
principal of the debt at various periods, 
fwr lung'd ami Madras in January, 1792, 
anil Bombay, so far back a» October, 
1791, cannot be considered Vs altogether a 
correct ground of comparison with the 
interest paid in 1 808-9* Referring to the 
statement of the debts, maiked No. 7, in 
which the principal is made up to the 30th 
Apiil, 1792, the end of theomcial year, it 
Will appear that the amount of interest 
payable on the same was 61^075/. By the 
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statement No. 2 , tinder present considera- 
tion, the intercut actually paid in the year 
1792-3 was - L. 

Deducting this sum from - 2,‘?4l,66‘5 


the amount paid for interest 

on tin* -debt in rhe year t 

1808-9, an * xrcss m ih * 
lath r period wnl he ex- 
hihi’ed, amounting to - L. 1,60.5,439 

It h proper to be observed, with respect 
to the column of the interest paid al i'.ui- 
ga*, whi ii vo • onsiderablv exceeds tlio^e 
of t c other presidencies, that the ex- 

J tense evnditrd m it is not to be Aitirely 
ooUed upon as the hit. rest of tuepioper 
debt of that prsidencv ; for although, as 
the si at of the supreme government, and 
the cential pom. of the general adnvnistra- 
tion of India, the loans raised from time ‘o 
time might naturally be expected to he 
great! r than a* the other piesidcncics, it 
muvt he taken into consideration that if 
has been the practice to liquidate the debt*- 
of tlue i presidencies by transfers io Jiui- 
gal, consequently the Bengal debt would 
be enhanced in the amount so transferred 


It may further he remarked that, as it wil 
hereafter appear- that the charge of the 
other pr» Mdv^cje* has, with the exception 
of two years /at Madras very consi- 
derably (xceeded tw revenues, it is to be 
pre&umcri"thal a part of the loans at Ben- 
gal mud have been raised in aid of their 
want-, in Mich amount as their own re- 
sources from loons or oilw' means, were 
not sufficient to m< et the d mauds. 

Your committee wili now proceed to the 
examination of tue final result, in a finan- 
cial view, of tue i\tensi*e, and, in some 
degree, complicated transactions which 
have been tue objects of consideration and 
r&uurk. It btc- hem stated in a former, 
part of this f i*oi t, that, on the ci-mpari- 
son with the teMilt estimated in the year 
1793, the result of the actual accounts of 
the 3 ear 180 H- was more unfavourable in 
the Mim «-f 1,189,619/. the estimate having 
calculated on a surplus revenue of 
1 1 S,.>?7> and the actual accounts of 
liiOrt-n having shewn a surplus charge of 
26 , 04 ^. 

Tiie difference may be stated, in a gene- 
ral »iay, to have arisen as follows: 



1 ’ r.m.tfe 
1.93. 

MMl uf I 

A (counts 
IMOJ-g. 

Increase. 

Revenues - 

Charges of government 

L. 

<*,9(>o,625 

5,188,1 /•> 

L. 

15,525,055 

13,151,224 

L. 

8,561,130 

7,963,099 

Net revenue 

1,775, out) 

'7;',B3i 

598,331 

Supplies to Bencoolen, Penang, & c. 
Interest on the debts - - - 

50,000 1 

5(31,923 | 

158,208 

2,2 U,<»65 

108,208 

1 ,079,7 4 1 

Total 

611,923 

2,399,373 

1,788,950 

Surplus revenue 

Surplus charge 

1,163,577 

• 26,042 



Deterioration, as shewn above - L. 1,189,619 


From tliis view it is ascertained that, al- 
though the revenues haw increased in the« 
sum of 8,361,430/. the inn ease m the 
charges of government lias been siifh as to 
absorb the whole, except 598,331/.; and 
that the additional supplies to Bencoolen, 
&c. hut, by far m the highest degree, the 
increase of the interest on the .debts, have 
contributed to pi event the exhibition of a 
surplus revenue, as by the estimate of the 
year 1793. 

The causes of the increase of revenue 
and of additions to the charges having been 
already explained in examining the detail 
of the statements which were then referred 
to^ it is only necessary in this place to re- 


mark, that although an increase of charge 
is almost eeneially discovered, a gieat pai t 
is to In nnpii.id to additional civil and 
military establishments required in conse- 
quence of the new acquisitions of terri- 
tory, and a very material pai t to stipends 
and pay im nts to the native princes of India, 
under the stipulations of the treaties with 
them. 

Referring to the columns of the general 
result it vail appear that, during the seven- 
teen years therein stated, in the first five 
years 1792-3 to 17 96 - 7 , a surplus irevenue was 
exhibited, though much reduced in the last 
year; that in the next five, from * 1/97-8 
, to 180^-2, the effects of the war principally 
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were such as to produce an annual sur- 
plus charge; in the year 1002-3 the effects 
of peace aie shewn in a surplus revenue 
of near a million; fiom 180.4-4 to 1806-7, 
the consequence of xvur agai*. appears, 
but in a decree far moie severe than in 
the former period ; in 1807-8 the suiplus 
chaige was less than in the preceding year 
bv *i,8 13,0001.; and in 1808-0 it w.is » educed 
to 26,0421 the amount bcfoie stat'd. 

Comhiued views of these results suggest 
the following remarks. On the eleven 
years, 1 to iaot-3, the revenues of 
India have proved moie than sufficient to 
defray ovi ry demand fot e\peii.se of admi- 
nistration and government, and the interest 
On the debt'', by tin sum of 3,73 i,14:>l. <Vn 
tlic six year., 1oOJ-4to 1808-y, those de- 
mands being greatly i unrated, the i ove- 
rrules wire not found sufficient for their 
discharge* oi, in otiicr words, the de- 
mands exceeded the revenues m the sum of 
8,712,1211. 

On the whole peiiod of 
the seventeen years, 1792-3 
to 1008 9, the suiplus reve- » 

nuc amounted to the sum 
of - £.6,478,397 

am! the surplus or excess of 

charge, to - - - 11,486,073 


Oom which it will appeal that, 
m this period, the revenues 
of India proved insufficient 
to defray the charge s , and 
the mlcir sf on the di htsin* 
the sum of - A. 4,9.37,676 


It is thought proper to enter into some 
fuitlier detail upon tins point, in order to 
shew in what manner tins n suit has been 
produced, oi the proportions m which tiic 
deficiency or ( \ces.s of revenue at each of 
the pr< sidelines eontrihuicdi to its pro- 
dncMon. 'lliis will he dinoveicd by re- 
ference to the statements mat ked Nos. 3, 
4, and At the presidency of Bengal, 
with the exception of one year, 180o-7, the 
revenin s i xect di d the charg* .s and inter* A 
in the sum of - - L. 27,409,097 


Attic prt^'di ney of Madras 
thicc i . r ea exceeded the 
i ( renin s in < very v. ar ex- 
cept two, li'B-l and 
1 793- J, in which the casual 
payments by Tippoo Saib, 
in corse quer.ee of the trea- 
ty ( f ttaringapaiam, are in- 
cluded, Oil the whole the 
snrphn chnige amounted 

tn £. 11 , 193,882 

A V f ney of Bombay 


the revenues have never 
been sufficient to defray the 
charges, and the gross ex- 
cess of charge has amount- 
ed to . . . 18,385,745 

Total excess of charge at ) — ■ — 

f Madras ami Bombay $ L 2i,V79,627 


Deducting from this sum the 
excess of revenue stated at 
the presidency at Bengal, 
the net excess of charge at 
the three presidencies will 
prove, on this piinciple, to 
be ^ - - - - 2,170,530 

To which adding the amount 
of the col ' -in of the sup- 
plies to Bineoolen, &c. - 2,817,146 


the total - - - A. 4,987,676 


is the amount aln ady Mat 1 as lilt* final 
iCMilt on tills view. 

Although tne cointiicrrud charges are not 
rotiMdci cd U he immediately comprized 
wit!. in tins blanch of the present enquiry, 
it has been thought pi op< r to place m the 
appendix asiatenu ut of the amount of those 
charges not added to the invoices for 
the same pci *id as the other statements. 
The object dinnly in view m so doing has 
been piombed from the consideration of 
tin* propriety of shewing the whole . xt' lit 
of the positive d< mauds upon the nsouires 
of India in the way of charge, both poli- 
tical and j commercial, in nrdei to form 
some idea how far tlu* niomy iai.M d upon 
Joan, which will appear in the increase of 
the debt, may have hi cn on account of thusi* 
dt mauds. - 

The total of the commercial 
charges is - - £. 3 , 

Adding the net excess of 

chaigebcforestated.it - 4,987,676 

the total excess of charge will 

then he . ' . £.8,01.1,927 


and may bo stated as the final geneial re- 
sult of the financial transactions of the 
East India company, at their several presi- 
dencies and settlements in India, during the 
seventeen yeais 1792 •> to 1808-9, in so tar 
as' respi’c/s the amount realized m revenues 
Menved from those possessions, the expenses 
immediately attendant upon their admi- 
nistration and government, both civil and 
military, the amount of the interest paid 
upon the debts, and the Charges of the 
hoard of trade, and the commercial facto- 
ries. 

The excess of the charges has. been shewn 
to amount to the sum of 8,013,9271. The 
question, which, in the first, place obvious- 
ly arises, is as to the mode by which this 
excess of charge was liquidated. The 
direct answer to this question might be, 
by money iaised upon Joan in India: for 
on reference to the statement marked No. 7, 
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tfjc amount of the debt on the 3«t1i April, 
1792, was . . . JL19, 142,7SO 

and on the 50th April, 1809, . 30,870 788 

being an increase of . . jL.‘2l,734,pt>8 

of which 20,0*8,7911. was in the debt al 
interest, and 1,711,2771. in the (fouling debt. 

's ssinning thar the surplus of political and 
commercial charges now ■hewn was de- 
frayed from the loans raised from tm.e to 
time, a difference would remain to bo 
accounted tbr of l. >/*)(), 1 111. which is the 
amount exceeding the demands upon this 
principle. A question will natur-ith; aiise 
as to Ihe application of this sum. The 
examination of this very iinpoiUnt point 
leads to a reference to the statement of I lie 
assets marked No. 8, in which tin ir amount, 
on the 3:)tU April, 1792, is shewn to h.i\e 

been L v, »<»>,. a)„ 

and on the noth \pril 1809 - go, Oho,*) lo 

being an mriea-e in the Ut- 

to i pi nod of . ... L.\ :, 5 0 , 7 jo 

Much is less than the sum to ----- 
be accounted for by ... . LAA*t\ill 

The combined vi< w of the state ef li e 
finances .»* the two porod., .*■. shewn b\ 
ihe total amount of il e dil.is ai.d a ■ ei> 
is as lohow s : 

Ji-Cfl'se of debt . . . L g 1 ,7 

Ineiease of f.ssths • . . . . 1 ^ o 

The difference l.> . .8 

is the amount which, on this view, the 
concern in India is * tat: d to have Jeu do- 
rated during the period under rximination, 
and is more than the e\c( s* of charge in 
the sum of I,10?,*1 1 1 1. 

Thus mode of statement lias hern lesorted 
to from the con-ui* lahon r.f ns hung ob- 
viously suggest* 1 fioiu the lil t \iw of 
the account*, beta more narrow investi- 
gation of the ihioil, patlieuhnl;. of the 
avals, which will be explained heic tiler, 
and the eoieidrratiou of the grueial ptiiu 
ciplrs on which the limmeui * doom tration 
of India is conducted, e.'e.ndv dimmish ate 
that ludepetidx in of the iimahstaeiory man- 
ner in which the thtfereiice above stalej lias 
been aec-wnlcd for, a result tJuiv npyn 
these grounds cannot be *1« pended upon as 
accurate upon tlie present oee.e. on, willi- 
out reference to a great vauety # of doe,,, 
moots, and without much nine e\i\.dvo 
information upon the ^object than \our 
committee have been enabu.d to piocurc . 
and it is to be remark* d that the eoi:r«c *o 
be pursued on such occasion would, by 
necessarily leading to a close enquiry into 
the commercial transactions of the company, 
have carried this branch of' the examination 
into a more extensive lunge than was origi- 
nally proposed. The importance of the 
questions which, have been stated if con- 
siderable, and it is very desirable jhat they 


should be satisfactorily solved ; but the 
various accounts which will be wanted for 
that purpose, induce the necessity of defer- 
ring this object of enquiry. It is however 
proper, Jipon the present occasion, to 
offer some remaita in further explanation 
of the difficulties in *thc way of pursuing 
this necessary object to a close. 

The political and commercial concerns 
of the company are so interwoven ill the 
financial system of Inina, that, under its 
present arrangement, it is of the utmost 
difficulty, if not totally impracticable, to 
make a distinct si paiuUon of tin- in, and 
mote particularly for the period under ex- 
amination. T> roii: res from which funds 
have been den.cd trom year to year for 
the supply ot •the combined operations of 
Government and commerce, were the re- 
venues of the teiritones, and supplies from" 
Km ope cither in bullion or exports, or by 
bills upon the court. Win n Ihe aggregate 
amount of tin • i sev ■* rul lioudr has not 
been sufficient io defia\ the expeuccs of 
gov ci nun ut, to provide investment*, and to 
remit* suj plies to ('gum, money lias been 
raised mum loan from these circum- 
stances il i r. id. ut that, till accounts 
shall be obtained' of the amount actually 
• di/i 1 m India l»y the supplies received 
fi o:u Kiiiapo, and i f the advances made for 
the puip -i» of conuucicc during the 
pci nid it vPI be unpracticaVc to give 
.in a euiate view of t'. • result upon 
ft. pimeipie-. now in question; and^ it is 
co be added, that there are items of re- 
ceipt and expenditure which, though they 
cannot be classed eitlu r with the revenues, 
nr the chaigos, have an efipet upon the 
debts and asset'*, which it mis demand ex- 
amination. The assets contain likewise 
articles v Inch certainly require ndjiistmuir, 
before a correct icsult can be drawn ironi 
the umeiiut of them. This position is 
esiab'is’.ed from ti.<‘ condderaliuu of tiieir 
component pui hs in general being cicated 
fiom dilier *nt "mrees, v;/. siq plies ironi 
Kuiope, the inqimt '.o c]s, part of the 
shoe*, iC'Cime bala. < es, and debs ton 
considerable amount, uhmik; out ot various 
transactions vvith native princes and oihcis 
at the sevtial picsideueies ; including like- 
wise advances which are concreted with 
In th tki poii n ai and rommei rial branches 
of ihe si nice, a* tan c e for sab an l opium, 
a«ui fer loe provision of in\ rsl incut.* Tic- 
laei*' a «vil bal iiiee ot ci.sh, which amount. 
Io N, ) 4 d, 9 - pi. is also an important feature 
of this sinUmeni. from all these eirrnm- 
stsuirc* *t is evidently a (mint of most ?rn- 
cus difficulty to u<ee>l.iin wilii precision 
what p.u t of the b.'l.mre of effective nrr - 
pei tv, as shewn in the statement, lias been • 
produced hv supplies from Kuropo, and 
what part has been provided by the appli- 
cation of fund* raised in India. 

from the preceding observations it must 
appear ideut that it is uot at presenPwitfo 
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i» the power of your committee to pursue 
the examination of this very important 
int to a close, however desirable it may 
that the conclusion of their report should 
shew in a distinct manner, the resf It of the 
application of the whole* of the funds, whe- 
ther ordinary from ,the revenues of the 
territories in India, or extraordinary from 
supplies received from Europe, or money 
raised on loan ; and, it must be added, 
another material obstacle in this respect is 
found in the want of the Bengal books, 
which has been so repeatedly the subject of 
remark upon the present occasion. 

Your committee further beg to observe, 
that the more immediate object of their 
present examination has been merely the 
state and results of the revenues awl charges 
or, in other words, the financial transac- 
tions of, a political description, comprizing 
the ordinary receipts and , expenditure in 
India, during the pe riods in the account. 
The difficulties in till* w ay of extending their 
enquiry at this tune to the detail of the ex- 
traordinary receipts and disbursements 
have been adverted to; hut it mutt be 
added, that inasmuch as the latter case in- 
volves both the political and commercial 
concerns of the company, it is vciv doubt- 
ful whether, in possession of even facility, 
it would be practicable to place the sub- 
ject in that view which could bo pronoun- 
ced to exhibit an accurate and distinct sepa- 
ration of the ics'. its of each respectively. 

The importance attaching to the con- 
sideration of this intricate and complicated 
point is evidently great, and the attention of 
your dommirtce has been moie particularly 
drawn to it by a document produced on the 
pait of the court of directors of the East 
India company, which though not directly 
applicable in” the strictest si use, is in 
many respects in neai conmction with it. 
This, document, which is added to the 
appendix, is entitled, an exp srtbm of the 
state of the company's tiff ah s at home and 
abroad. It is in two parts; the first made 
vp to the year lfcOtt, and the second is, m 
tact, a continuation of the lost for two 
jews, and termed a .supplement. It con- 
tains extensive information i ejecting the 
political and commercial concerns of the 
company, slain** the general causes to * 
which in the opinion of die court, the dete- 
rioration of tin* aflaiis is to be attributed. 
Views are given of the net prodnee_of the 
levenues of India from 179:3-1- to 1H08 p, 
and of the state of the. debts ; the profits 
on the trade are shewn fnm the years 
1*98-9 to 1809-10. A computation is made 
of the balance between the supplies from 
the homo treasury and the returns from In- 
dia and China, in eleven years ; and several 
other statements are added agreeably to 
theVefetfffl^feade to them in the document 
advme^F . 

Your^oftfiiftltee liave not thought pro- 
f er npon^^ptefient occasion, to enter into 


a detailed examination of the principle# 
and opinions, or of the results of state- 
ments brought forward in this document, 
as, in the latter case particularly, they are 
not quite applicable to the plan on which 
it was proposed to conduct the examination 
of this branch of the concern. 

It is therefore thought right to defer offer- 
ing an opinion upon any part of it at this 
time, and the more, as, in many respects, 
it is conceived to fall more directly within 
the commercial branch of the concern, the 
details of which must be left to future 
enquiry. 

Your committee will now conclude their 
examination of this branch of the (jnancial 
concerns of the company by some observa- 
tions on the prospective view of the reve- 
nues and charges of India lor the year 1809- 
10, as shewn in the statements marked Nos. 
Si, 3, 4 *& 5. In so doing h is not pro- 
posed to enter largely intt>*thc detail, which 
consists for the most part of the same descrip- 
tion of items as those in the actual accounts 
of tJtfc year 1808-9, but merely to state 
the subject in a general w ay, contrasting 
the actual icsult ot this year with that esti- 
mated for the next, and offering such 
fuither remarks as may appear requisite. 
By the actual accounts of the 
year 1808-9 the sm plus charge 


is stag'd at L. £6,0-12 

It is estimated for lOOy-lO at 1,086 


which is less than} 
in the preceding^ 
year in the snmf 

of ) L.*>4 ,366 


This view, more favourable than the last 
year in a small amount, is much more so 
i han has been exhibited during the five 
ycais antecedent to IOO 8 - 9 , It must, 
however, be remarked, that some doubt is 
t » be entertained of the accuracy of the 
calculation of the interest of the debts, 
which, upon examination, is found to be only 
the amount which wotfld be disbursed 
within the year. On reference to the state- 
ment of the debts, the amount payable on 
the principal existing on the 30th April, 
1t;(fy, exceeds that which is stated iu the 
estimate by 281, *54l. from which circum- 
stance, after taking into the account the 
diniim tiwi to be expected from liquidation 
of dob 1 in tiiC course of the year, it is to be 
appiel.eiided that the sum leally charge- 
able for interest must be greater than what 
is now stated,' and would increase the sur- 
plus charge accordingly. 

The gross revenues m the 

year 1808 9 were 1*45,525,025 

and are estimated for 1809-10 
ftt .*••••••«••••• 15,655,085 

being an excess df * f L. 130,960 
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The Bengal rfcvemies are estimated at 
a less amount by 925,0001. of which 

157.0001. is in the salt. The calculations ate 
made on the other neads in some instances 
higher and others lower than the pant year. 
A decrease appeals in the stamp duties in 
consequence of new regulations, but a new 
source of revenue is inserted, termed thl 
house tax, which has been recommended by 
a committee of finance at Calcutta, whose 
report is not yet received. The calculation 
of its produce only extends at present to 
the ower provinces, and amounts to 
25,2001. 

The Madras revenues are estimated at a 
greater amount by 405,0001.; <>li which 

65.0001, is in the customs. 1-15.0001 in the 
subsidy from the Rajah of Travail core, 
including arrears, and a ^mall payment from 
the Cochin Rajah. The Land revenues 
are expected to be more productive in the 
sum of 127,0001. The remaining excess is 
outlie difieieut heads. No observation is 
requisite on the Bombay revenues. 

The charges in the year 1 800*0 

amounted to... L. 15,1 51, 224 

and aie estimated for the year # 


1809-10 15,609,411 

Being on excess of : • - - - - - L.lob, 1 87 


The only remark necessary to be made in 
explanation of the increased charge is, that 
it is prim#p&lly in the military department 
and nr the expeuce of political residencies. 
Under many of the heads a diminution of 
expense in estimated. 

Your committee kavingthus gone through 
the. detail of the financial concerns of the 
company in India with as much minuteness 
an the documents in their possession have 
enabled them to do, and as the subject ap- 
peared to them to require, m.ist defer any 
further observations on tills branch of the 
epqtiiry committed to them till mote com- 
plete accounts are received in this country. 
The investigation into the commercial con- 
cerns of the company at home and abroad, 
ami mto the system of their government fli 
India, will form the matcrin<s of future re- 
pons, as the importance of those topics, ju 
any general enquiry into the affairs of the 
Ka>t India company, lenders it highly ex- 
pi dient that they should receive a separate 
ami dclibciate consideration. 


THE PETITION OF THE EAST INDI A COMPANY FOR RELIEF, PRE„ 
SEN TED TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, APRIL, ihii. 


“ Sheweth that the petitioners, in the 
mouth of Apnl, 1808, prestnled a peti- 
pnou to tiie House, setting forth, among 
othe r things, that, upon a icview of the 
slate of ti.eir home finances from the 1st 
of March, 1808, to Lie 1st of March, 
1809, the payments estimated to be made 
by the petitioners would exceed the 
probable amount of their icccipts by the 
sum of 2,455, 1851. and also the impos- 
sibility of the petitioners being able to rai^c 
the whole of that sum from their own rc- 
souices, therefore praying such relief as 
the House might in its wisdom deem their 
case to require ; anu that the causes which 
produced the embarrassments, at that time 
experienced by the petitioners, were am- 
ply detailed in their said petition, which 
petition being referred by the House to a 
committee of' its meiubeis, then sitting 
upon East India affairs, the House, upon 
the recommendation of their said coai- 
niHtee, were pleaded to vo^Jp to ,the peti- 
tioners the sum of 1,500, OUOJ. upon account 
of the claims of the petitioners upon his 
majesty’s - government ; which sum, toge- 
ther with the aid derived from sales, more 
favourable than had been estimated, of 
the company’s goods in, the year 1808-9* 
enabled the petitioners to provide fof the 
frants of that year without requiring further 
assistance; and Ju the year 1809-10 their 
receipts were nearly equal to their pay- 
ments; and that the causes which led to 
their financial embarrassments' in the year 


lc<W-o, have not yet ceased to operate, 
and they aie subjected to new difficulties, 
arising chiefly Aom the following causes: 
lsl. from the excessive and unexampled 
drafts made in the two last years'll pon. 
the petitioner.** from India, amounting to 
4,70 l.04u/.p<ii t qf the Indian debt incurred 
in tiie course of several wars, and i xpedi- 
liuns cun K d on tiitie against Indian and 
Eimqje.ii! povvet.s , and as the condition 
unuai which the greater pint of ti.at debt 
was cotui acted, allowed an option to the 
MibM*ribcis to ue repaid at any tinn by 
bills of exchange upon the court of diuc- 
tor^in F.i’pbmu, these diafi.s, which have 
now conic upon them could not have been 
prevented. 2 d. By the unexpected cala- 
mities that have hi fallen the shipping of 
the petitioners in the two last years, where- 
• by they have experienced a loss in the 
prime cost ol merehaimuc, advances ou 
account t f fi eight, and the value of a 
ship belonging to themselves, to the ex- 
tent of 1,043,0771. The causes of these 
losses, shewing them to be not imputable to 
any want of care in the petitioners, are 
to be explained at length to the committee 
of the House, siting upon Indian af- 
faii$»— And that from a prospective esti- 
mate, of the pecuniary transactions of the 
petitioners from t|ie 1st of March, 1810> 
to the 1st of March, 1811, it appears that 
their unavoidable disbursements will ev 
ceed the probable amount of their re- 
ceipts by the sum of 2,058*0481. which, sum. 
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it would be highly, disadvantageous to the 
pititinneis at the present period to raise, 
by increasing their capi'ul stv^L', as they 
are L-y law uiithowsed to do , amt that their 
commercial resom c*c.> n< \er could, in the 
most flemishing times, he ooniipeiismaLe 
to Hie di,>cbrin.c of ] ji ire pmimr.s flu* 
Indian debt, rciitt m/ted in t.<e «>m:ii;jih- 
ti.Uion of tot I’fit' is empiiv i:i tlu *<nt, 
and now aiuruiitiug to th:;ty n nimns >ti r- 
ivg ; u'.ld thut, Lhls ti t.c, especially of 
restriction I't'O.i remm-uv, the enmmer- 
rial r» sources of 'it.e pftnioi ‘^.vs emmet but 
be ii ^ i/irpi t* i t to pioxide foi suen uri- 
expecti d an J t m*is**yc coots, igeneies ; and 
•Jtal t*,e a» rcm,l' n.ade on by tli ' puil’ou- 
irs f.» ti t 1-t *.f Vaunt lu*-t, sac \ that the 
prop* ■ and i ii» eN of ini pi titioi.ci s ill 
b.n^iaud, and « ti* at i ntwurd, thus o- 
eccdi d tiie uoinrt c« b <• *U i>ts i i’ the 
fvt.iioi.e, s .a [' r«M. J, ine.iMiTg the lieu 
vy t*nd umiMitii didts Vein India before 


mentioned, by the sum of 4,842,1461. wlilrh 
sum, the petitioners trust, will afford suffix 
cient steu/iu for the inpayment of any 
advance the House may think proper to 
vote tor their relief ; and that, owing to 
tiie multiplicity of accounts ucris&aiy to 
be made out b« fore the petitioners could 
procure an estimate of their probable 1 re- 
rtjpTsund payments, between the d^t of 
Pdure.ii, 18 V>, and toe 1st of Maic.lt, 1811, 
the piiitioneis weie unable to be prepared 
wilii a petition submitting tlieii ease to the 
coiruivi* tiuu of the House. by the day 
liniUiltor rictmng petitions for private 
bills ; and then foi j prating, that ihry uiay 
be i.t liber 1 > to piesenf u petition to the 
1 muse. piauD" tliatthey will he pleased to 
t.*Ke the mancr .ifoiesiid into tiieir con- 
Mdeianon, mm to grant to the petitioners 
Midi relict, in the piemuio, as their case 
may icqum, n;.d as to me House shall 
set m i*Kot. 


M VHK VS MIUTIRY FUN H. 

• k 

[This article does not uuluully ran.- 1 ' nn hr the lw id rf State' Papers; hut it 
has sufficient euih, uticity and mt< it *i .ibom M, to a yicat portion ai lc.i*l of Indian 
leader*, ti.ut «*t.oidd it commend it to a pi, cc .ui.ooi: tiie clas* «t official documents] 


1. r H»e dirertoi* of the Madras smiit i''\ 
fund have much pleasure in <•: bimSfmg 
to t.M ai mv :*n account of the fmt >< - ;»?<»- 
gress which h.*s been made n: an irV.i- 
tutum established for the mo I latidoMe and 
btuevoleiu purposes. 

'i. From a vaiiety of causes the number 
of Mdjseiibcrs to the fund is not *o * ivat 
as might teas' nablv l ave bf' n oj; t ted 
at tins period, — the «c«*oinpan\ mg state- 
nunf of the ucLual amount of the funds 
at ;hc ud of the second vine, and id tiie 
rluiius lo which l!io\ *.ie su hje< t, wilt, how- 


evtr, show t ! *at t!.o prnnanenre and mic- 
<*i <a* fe i:i*lilutieri may hi ronsidetcil 

a< i onydi ie 1 ) < *i il)lisl.ed> as tar as le- 
:::nds ti*ose olijicV. nt p: unary unpoi tancc 
w'.mii it |*ruf* ssi* to r, lie\ e, n tin eases 
oi £ * winows and eilddren of nlHcm-s left 
destitute e/f an mb innate mamliuanre, 
and ot officers m.piovuit d w ith aid by 
u the* re u» of the semee,' or from 

“ then eewn m , sources, under such urgent 
“ eireunistaiiee s of Mckiuss as i code i* a 
“ voyage to Kiu'land iicce‘**\*ry for the 
“ prefers aiiou of their lives.*’* 


* If at an\ futuie period it shall be found that flu* funds of the institution affoids 
a eensjdi Kiiide Mnpbi, aft< r pKc.iilum to- ‘lie actual and probable apfdications for 
itiirfi.whr tin* pre< / • : i <i s* rtic)< * , it *b ill then, and not othei wise*, be competent for 
the nrcrfois < t the nistitutioriA’provided the pminisMon c*f the houymable the* Court 
«>f luucloiH lie obtained, to athjd tlu* aid of fae turn! in the following n.'-es. 

1 — i c officer*' ecinpe lied by ill health to uliandon toe eomitiy, after 10 years service, 
tiii'i litfmc Piey me entitled to letue on full pa\; t; e rieidated passage money of their 
rmih, and an annuity, which shall render then total income, from whatever source 
di mid, crji..#l to the full pay of their lunV, and as in *t he case of widows, the posses- 
.“ion of an iiieouu* not exceeding half the pi opposed pension ah dl not occasion an abate- 
ment from the provision to he made by the hind. 

‘.‘.---To officer* who ruav have seived W years -ii !;*■!.*, and may be obliged by ill health 
to retne <roin tlu service, without having obtaimi the rank of major, the regulated 
passage money < ‘‘ the ir rank, and such assistance from the fund as will rendev their 
v.nole income, fr»mi wl.atever somcr, equal to the pay of major , and as in the case 
of Widows the possession of income not exceeding half tiie pay of a major of Infantry 
shall not occasion a^lbaterm nt from the pio\ision to be made from the fund. ' 

S. — In the event of a still further surplus it shall be competent for the directors of the 
military fund, at their discretion, and with the permission of the honourable the Comt of 
Directors, to assist officers retiring from the service on full pay, in limited circumstances, 
with a sum equal to the regulated passage money of their rank, provided always that the 
resignation of such officer shall actually have been acceptci} previously to his embarkation. 
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3. Calculating on the utmost or, most 

unfavourable extent of claims on the insti- 
tution, the interest of its growing capital 
will be found fully equal to meet the ex- 
pected demands ; but while so large a pro- 
portion of officers withhold their aid from 
the fund, the views of further personal ad- 
vantage to subscribers, which the regnia- * 
tions (as quoted in the margin) hold out, 
and which arc understood to be parti- 
cularly desirable to the army, must be 
apporiumally remote, and what is more 
to be lamented, the probability of cases of 
distress occurring from the deaths of non- 
subscribers will be in the same degree in- 
creased. 'J 

4. To promote the attainment of those 
further personal advantages to subscribers, 
as well as to obviate all claims of the dis- 
tressing nature adverted to m the preceding 
paragraph, it is earnestly recommended, 
that those officers who may liave been 
hitherto prevented subscribing by doubts 
of the practicability, or of tiic efficiency 
of the system, will come forward in aid of 
this excellent institution, as an inducement 
to which, the dircctois have resol veer to 
continue to receive the arrears of new sub- 
scribers, as heretofore, by instalments pay- 
able within 18 months, and that no inte- 
rest shall he charged on such arreais, until 
the sentiments of the honourable Court 
•f Director* i expecting the institution shall 


have been received, after which the com- 
pound interest, which the regulations ('when 
fully established) will render indispen- 
sable, will become a heavy charge, which 
it is hoped the present non-subscribers 
will take jibe opportunity thus afforded of 
avoiding. 

S. All persons making voluntary dona- 
tion s shall be considered patrons and friends 
of the institution ; and lists of their names, 
together with the amount of their donations, 
will be occasionally published in tjie go- 
vernment gazette — donations to the mili- 
tary fund will be received at the presidency, 
by the secretary to the institution, or at 
the government bank, and by paymasters alt 
out stations. 

Statement of the number of subscriber! 
to the military fund in each month, con- 
tinued from the date of the last publi- 
cations in the month of January, 1809. 


1809 February 633 

March 626 

April 618 

May - - 6U 

June 621 

July ms 

\ugiist - 628 

September ----- 628 

October 630 

November 631 

December 621 


Cash Account 



v om / 


Dr. ' Chfh Account of the Military Fund , from li* January to 31 st 

December , \ 80 Q, 


ToBd lance or hist Acco;. u tTui-l 

rent, published in the different 
* Newspapers of the Month 
of January, 1809, viz. 

In Bonds. . . 43,625 43 2 <»| 
In Cash. . . . 6 -j* 8 lj 


To Amount of Cash received | 
from the Paymaster at the 
Presidency, as per general 
abstract, and from I mli vidua is , 
on account of Subscription 
and Donation, since the date 
of the la^t publication, 

To amount of Interest leceivtrd 
ou Government Bonds to tin 
* white. Pags. 3,737 40 2? 
from which deduct 
Amount of Casli'J 
paid on account 
of Interest Pit-’ 
mium, Kegistir- 
ing and Biokcr- 

a-riK 17 *• j!) 

above Bonds, 
from the com- 
mencement of 
the Institution to 
this date. 


44,248' 


28,54: 


2,9J< 


Star Pagodasl 


75,733 


H* 


*7* 


V* 


d>y an my tv paiti on account ot 
the widow of a Clergyman, 
deceased on the 15th Anvil, 
1808, for herself and time. 
Children. from 1st April, 1809, j 

to 31st March 1810 

By amount of Passage Money 
to the above Widow and two 
Children proceeding to Rng- 

land * 

By annuity paid to the Widow 
pf Mejor-gt neral, deceased 
on the 2uth Dec. 1808, foil 
herself and four children, for 
the half year, ending 30th 

Sept, >1809, 

B> annuity to the widow of a| 
Major of the 14th Regt. I. 
deceased on the 12th Jt-ne, 
1808, for herself and eight 
children, for the half year, 
ending 30th September, J809. 
By tmioiinl allowed to a captain) 
of the 3d Kegt. N. I. proceed 
ing to England on sick certi- 
ficate as pcrG. 0. 14th Dec.! 

1808 

Py do. do. to a capt. lieut. of 
the 8 tli Regt. proceeding tof 
Europe on sick certificate 
as per G. O. 3rd January,! 

1809 

By allowance for equipment 
granted to the following 
officers. 

A lieut. of the 9th Rout. N. I. 
proceeding to England as per 

G. O. 2 bth Sept. 1809 

A lieut. of the I9tli Regt. as per| 

G. O. VG tli Sept. 1809 

A lieut. of the 21st Rtgt. as per| 

G. O. 3d October, 1809 

By expeuces of the Secretary’s! 
establishment to this date, in-] 
elusive of all charges fipi wri- 
Ur*, stationary and office 

contingencies 

By amount paid to the editors 
of the Govt. Gazette, Madras 
Gazette; and Madras Courier, 
for Advertisements, &c. 3cc... 


By balance being the Amount 
property of the fund of this 
date, viz. 

In bonds and treasury receipts 
69,914 o 0 
In Cash 27 17 10 


$tar Pagodasl 


14S| 

1,07. 

602 

352 

500 

500 

200 

200 

200 

i 

i 

1,100 

m 


lb 


SI 


21 


j,79i 


69,941 


75,735 


ti 


82 


37 


37 


17 


(Signed) J. PRENDERGAST, Secretary. 


if 


dj 
9 ti 
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MISCELLANEOUS* TRACTS. 


ORIGINAL LETTERS OF TIPPOO SULTAUN: 

Published now for the first Time . 


The Editor is indebted for the communication of the following Article to Major 
General Kirkpatrick, the Translator of the Srhct Letters of Tippoo Sulta*w> 
published last year, (1811.) These documents maybe considered as Riming a sort of 
Sequel to that work ; which tlie health of the Translator does not, to the general 
i egret, enable him to continue to the extent that the materials in his possession would 
admit, or the curiosity of some leaders might encourage. The Letteis which follow 
are translated exactly on the plan of those alieady before the public ; and they are also 
printed here as nearly in the same form as the nature of this publication would allow. 
They will not be found less inteiesting, or less illustrative of the singular character of 
th*»ir writer, than those which have preceded them. 

The Extracts now presented from the broken rcgislei , which has been preserved, of the 
Sultaun's correspondence, follow almost immediately after the Letters with which the 
Volume already published concludes, although there is an interval of about twenty 
months between them; the former series ending with the year Dullo , (or March, 1787,) 
nnd the present one commencing with the month of Zaking of the year S&rft, (or 
December, 1788.) This is the most considerable of the different chasms, which occur 
iu tliis record, between February, 1785, when it begins, and December, l?95, when 
it closes. 

With. these shoit preliminary observations, the Editor places the following translations in 
the hands of the Reader; sensible, from the high and acknowledged reputation of the 
Author, that they stand not in need of any external recommendation to bis notice. 

• 

Letter I. — To H&sain All Khan, must [tlfen], in conjunction with the 
Foujdar of Furkhy, (Ca- aforesaid Meer, make prisoners of, 
licut) dated 12th of Z&- and slay, the infidels [utterly]*. Such 
king, year Sara, # (A.^ of the males among thfera as may be 
M. 1216,) coirespondipg under twenty years of age are to be 
with 14th December, made prisoners* Of the remaining 
1/88. > Unbelievers, let five thousand be iwr- 

Meer Husun Ali has been dis* pended to trees." 
patched [to you] with two kushpons. „ — — 

With the assistance of AJmighty God, 'f OBSERVATIONS, 
and guided by the divine grace*, h£ / It appears by another letter in the 
will, with the [further] aid of ^ cbj lection, that the Meer Husun Ali, 
holy Prophet, [soon] join you. T^u * here mentioned, was the second buktw 

That is to say, their lives were to be spared, and they wefe to be detained as cap* 
fives, or, in other words, to be made Mussulmans. Those prisoners whose age aowuutw} 
to, or exceeded, twenty years, were, of course, 10 be put to death. 
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shy of the first Jyshe kuchurry ; and friendly league with Bali Rio.f If 
that the reinforcements proceeding by any artifice you can Jay hold of 
under his command to the coast of those [persons], make prisoners of 
Malabar, consisted of the two ku- them instantly, and dispatch them to 
shoons of Syed Humeed and Syed helL If the two dogs fall into your 
Ghuffur, and of two thousand infan- hands [be' sure to] act conformably 
try, commanded by Monsieur Lally. with the above [directions]." 

These troops appear to have descended 

into the Payeen-ghaut, by the Pass of 

Tambercherry. Letter IV. — To Meer Khyrulleh, 

The expedition here spoken of had Bukhshy of Jumal&b&d. 

nothing less for its object than the Dated 19th Zakiry, or 

utter extermination, or conversion to » 21st December, 

the Mahommedan faith, of the whole Extract. — “ Some time ago, GhiV 

nation of Nairs : nor was its sue- lam Mahommed, the aumil of Kfi- 
cess inconsiderable ; for we shall here- rikll (Mangalore) sent to the Presence 
after see the Sultaun boasting “ that two samples of rausquets [lately] im- 
u he had raised seven hundred thou- ported by a Dutch ship ; informing us 
u sand of these people to the honour [at the same time], that the price of 
s< of Islam.’’* What numbers of them one was 14, and the price of the 
fell in battle, or were put to an igno- other 15 rupees. To this we wrote 
minious death, after being made, pri- for answer, that buying the musquets 
soners, does not appear ; but, advert- valued at 14 for 13 rupees , and those 
ing to the very sanguinary character of valued at 15 for 14 rupees , he was to 
the warfare in question, there can be pay for the same, if agreeable to the 
no doubt that the slaughter made of owners, with sandal wood, black pep- 
them at this period was immense. per, See. ; but if payment was re- 

quiredvin money, then money was to 

Letter II. — To the Bukhshy of the be given to them. It is now likewise 
Ehshftm of the Huzoqr, written to you, that you are, con- 
and to the Sipahdar jointly with the above - mentioned! 
Meer Muhmoqd. Same aumil, to act agreeably to the fore- 
date. going directions." 

€( You must, agreeably to the in- 
structions formerly given to you, dis- - — 

cover the retreat (or hiding places) of Letter V. — To the Aumil of Kurial 
the Infidels; and, making prisoners f (Mangalore) Same date, 

of them, hang upon trees such of thfon “ Two or three French ships are 
as are to be hung; and, of the re- about to arrive there,! in order to pur- 
mainder, dispatch to Periap^am such chase grain. See. You must, in con- 
as are to be dispatched." sequence, on the plea of ’scarcity ,§ put 

some advance on the price of the grain . 
— - AiVl if the commanders of those ships 

Letter III. — To Meer Hyder, Fouj- -should bring any urzies (humble let- 
d£r of Kotungeery. — ters) to bur address, you must inclose 
Dated 15th Zakiry, or the same to the Presence in urzies from 
17th December, 1788. yourself^ and [afterwards] deliver to 
“ The rajahs of Kotungeery and of them, when they reach you, such 
Kertn&t appear to be united in a answers as. we may write." 

* It is possible that both those slain in battle, and the prisoners hung in tqrorem, may 
have been included in this number, since The Sultaun is known, on a foinier memorable 
occasion, to have urdcred the dead, as well as 1 lie -living, to be circumcised. See page 
150 of 14 Select Letters of Tippoo Sultaun.” 
t Name doubtful, 
t That U, at Mangalore. 

$ Oiiginal, ^ & “ Setting forth, or representing the scarcity.” 
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Letter VI.— To the Pondicherry 
Fringy, (i. e. the Go- 
vernor of Pondicherry) .' 
Bated 24th ZAkiry, year 
S&r*i, or 26th Decem- 
ber, 1/88. < 

rt The account which you wrote of 
the death of Mahommed Ali Khan’s 
son* is known (i. e, has been ic- 
ceived). Assuredly, you will [continue 
to] procure intelligence from Cliinna- 
puta (Madras), and write the same [to 
us] for [our] information. Gi\e* [us] 
also information, in detail, of the 
affairs of France ; and* with regaid to 
the vakeels (embassadors) of the 

sircar.” 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Although the improper style of the 
foregoing letter is almost sufficient to 
warrant the belief that it was actually 
addressed, as the entry in the regE.’er 
purports, to the Pm/ di cherry Frirgy ; 
yet it is more likely that this contemp- 
tuous designation was confined to the 
copy-book, as otherwise the affront 
would have been too palpable to es- 
cape notice. The present is not the 
only occasion on which the Sultan has 
been seen to write in an abrupt and 
unceremonious manner to the governor 
of Pondicherry ; nor is it easy to say, 
whether the offensive conduct pursued 
in this respect by the former, or the 
apparent submission of the latter to 
such indiggiiy, is most extraordinary. 
And here it seems worthy of remaik, 
that the Sultan never ventured to in- 
dulge the same spirit of arrogance in 
his correspondence with any of the 
British governors. Why, it may be 
asked, did he make this distinction 
between the two nations? and, why 
was that distinction to the prejudice fff 
those w hom it was most natural for 
him to flatter and conciliate ? It cer- 
tainly did not proceed fiom any predi- 
lection in favour of the English. Was 
it because he gave the latter credit for 
being more conversant than ’their rivals 
in the forms of Asiatic correspondence, 
and therefore more likely to detect his 
encroachments ; or did it arise from an 

* The Uim er til Omra, who died 
t In the original — “When five ghurries 
about 4 o'clock iu the afternoon. 

* 


involuntary respect for their superior 
power ? Possibly both consideration 
might have contributed to produce 
this curious trait, and apparent ano- 
maly, in |thc Sultan’s deportment to- 
wards his two European correspon- 
dents. 

The vakeels mentioned in the pre- 
sent letter are those whom the Sultan 
sent to France, by sea, about the mid- 
dle of the prdbeding year (1 787). “* 

Letter VII — To Shaikh K£ttb.< — 
, Dated 291I1 Zakiry, or 

, 3 1 st December, 1/88. 
“ The account you humbly commu- 
nicated [tons] of your having seized 
upon eighty-two Mapilahs, Nairs, 
Eialmians, See is known. Let suck 
of the males among them as are past 
twenty years of age he hung upon trees ; 
and tcJl Dileer Dil Khan to divide his 
forces into three divisions, and, mak- 
ing diligent search among the woods. 
See, seize upon all [he may meet 

with].” 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Here the Sultan consigns the Ma- 
piiahs, though Mahommedans, to the 
sami; punishment as the Hindoos. The 
truth is, that he regarded all Mussul- 
mans who acted in league with, his 
enemies, or in opposition to bis own 
views of what the glory and interest 
of Islam required, iu the same light 
as open Infidels; and, accordingly, on 
all occasions, felt the same sentiments 
of* hatred for both. 

Letter vJii. — Address omitted,— 
Dated 7th Rehm&ny, 
or 7lh January, 1789, 
Extract. — This letter, besides some 
directions respecting the form of the 
turbans to be* worn by the different 
corps of the army, contains the fol- 
lowing remarkable passage, which is 
not unworthy the notice of command- 
ing officers in general, but particularly* 
of those serving in India, 

Let the troops be paraded fpr 

“ exercise once a day, in the after- 
“ noon f It is needless [to do this] a 

t783. 

(dr about two hours) of day remain V* ' i. e. 

3 
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second tigie j because exercise twice in LetterX.’— T o AbdftlM&lk,t Bukh- 
the [same] day harasses the men.”* shy of Ehsh&m $ same 

— . date. 

Letter IX.— To Hukeem W&sil : Four urzies from you — two of them 

, dated 2 1st* of Reh- in the Persian, and two in the Hindi 

m&ny, or 21st Jariu- character, — have passed under [our] 
ary, 1780, view. You must, in concert with 

Extract. Hussun Ali Khan, the second Bukh- 

“ What you have humbly set forth in shy of the Jyshe chastise the infidels ; 
support of [the expediency of] ampu- and perusing^ the Hi\km Ndmeh 
tating the leg of Meer Inair Coollah (Instructions) written and delivered to 
Khan, and which you state to be the him^act agreeably to the same. Ha- 
opinion [both] of the physicians and ving. moreover, ascertained the respec- 
tive patient [himself], is known. But tive haunts of * * * || $ of the 

of this there is the mout entire assur- Paroo Purpn&rftian, and of the other 
ance [or certainty] : namely, that the insurgents, and having made prisoners 
Ihoment the leg is cut off, the patient of them, let them be hung upon trees, 
will resign his soul to God. You 

must [therefore, continue to] admi- Letter XI. — To the Sipahdars Syed 
nister [to him] the medicine with Humeed and Syed Ghuf- 

which we favoured you : and as soon far j same date, 

as it is expended, state the samd to the *You must show the Hiikm-nameb, 
presence, when a further supply shall which was written and delivered to 
be graciously bestowed [upon you.”] you, to Husain Ali Khan, the Foujdar 

of that place^f * * * * If you 

should have slain and made prisoners, 
OBSERVATIONS. before the arrival of our special retinue 

Whether the Sultan’s interference [there,] the number of insurgents (or 
in the case of Meer In&it Coollah arose rebels) which you were directed by 
from any particular solicitude thAt he your instructions to slay and make 
felt for the welfare of that person, or prisoners, it Will be well— otherwise 
sprung merely from an ovbr-weening you shall see what is to be seen** 
conceit of his own medical knowledge. Consider, moreover, our special reti- 
is uncertain : but, however this might nue as being neatly arrived (or, at 

be, his conduct in the present instance hand.) 

is probably without example ; and, to OBSERVATION'S. t , 

say the least of it, indicates an extraor- This letter furnishes an additional 
dinary obliquity of understan ding. For proof of what was observed on a for- 
not satisfied, as on former*, occasion s,f mlt occasion — namely, that no con- 
with simply obtruding his*physical ad- sideration of the merit, rank or servi- 
vlce we here see him opposing, (and, ces of any individual was sufficient 
in fact, forbidding) a surgical operation to exempt him from the disgrace of 
of the necessity of which the patient being addressed by the Sultan, when- 
himself, (whose life perhaps, depended M ever the latter happened to be dissatis- 
on its early performance) as well as fied with him, in the same terms of 
liis medical attendants, appeared to be acrimonious, and even vulgar reproof 
entirely convinced. that he would apply to the meanest of 

• Li'rrallv, “ the men arcdistractcd or confounded.” 

♦ See p\i?< s 146 and 310 of “ Select Letters of Tippoq Sultan ** 

4 j Most probably the Shaikh Abclul Mulk (then Kibandar of Hooscotah) addressed at 
page 3:A of the select letters. m 

J Litcially, tC looking at.” 

H Original illegible. 

IT That is Ftirkhy or Calicut.— T vv <> or three words which follow here are uuintcl- 

i,, 

r expression a threat of displcasuro or punishment is intended to be um-. 
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his subjects.— There can be no doubt 
that both Syed Humeed and Syed 
Ghuffar stood among the foremost of 
those who enjoyed their master’s con- 
fidence and good opinion j yet we 
h»'ie see that this did not prevent him< 
from intimating to them, in a coarfce 
and insulting maimer, that if they dis- 
appointed his expectations, they might 
be assured of experiencing some signal 
mark of his displeasure. Such de- 
grading treatment was certainly little 
calculated to inspire those whtfwcre 
liable to it either with affection for the 
person, or with zeal for the honor or 
interest of their tyrant : and if the 
instances of their swerving from their 
fidelity to him were rare, (as was no 
doubt the case) this is easily explained 
by a reference to the rigorous precau- 
tions which he adopted and which have 
been elsewhere noticed ; with (he 
express view of preventing their de- 
fection. 

Letter XII. — To Dilawar Khan Lo- 
hany and Meer Hyder. 
Same date. • 

You must conduct yourselves* on 
your station, with great vigilance and 
circumspection, and assume towards 
the unbelievers an artful and con- 
ciliating behaviour ; taking care not 
to let them by any means come to 
the knowledge of our having any quar- 
rel with them. With the blessing of 
God the aider, our special letinue will 
shortly shed splendour on that quarter. 
Let this circumstance [however] that 
is to say, the approach of our special 
retinue, be kept secret. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

It is probable that the Mee£ Hydefr 
named in the title of the foregoing 1 
dispatch, is the same person to whom 
letter 3 is addressed, and who is # there 
called Foujdar of Kotungeery. In 
this case there can be little doubt that 
by the unbelievers alluded to,* the Nairs 
of Malabar Vere meant. The Sultan 
had not at this time determined, at 


least openly, on attacking the Rajah of 
Travancore : and though he had made 
some progress in the execution of his 
designs against Malabar, he might 
still be (^sirous of lulling the tribes 
immediately subject to the authority of 
Meer Hyder, and Dilawar Khan, into 
such a state of security, as should faci- 
litate the accomplishment of his ulti- 
mate views respecting them. 

Letter XI II. — To Mahomed All, 
2d Dewin of Fur- 

9 khy (Calicut) da- 

, ted 29th of Rizy, 
or 28 th February, 
1 /S 9 . 

tf At this time, tw'o hundred and 
forty-two Naimars, (Nairs) of Wu- 
teer,* Shaleer,* &c. (being prisoners 
taken in Wuteerwar,* have been sent 
to you*; and a detailed list of them, 
according to tribes, is herewith en- 
closed. Having circumcised! them, 
you must enroll them among the faith- 
ful, and give to each man six cubits of 
cloth and a turban ; and to each woman 
eight cubits of cloth and a petticoat, 
according to the ordinance, [in this 
case*] Keep them, moreover, with 
care. If there should be any devia- 
tion from this [command ] ; or if any 
of those [in question] should escape, 
you will come under our displeasure." 

Letter XIV. — To Budr tiz Zum&n 
, Khpn, and others : 

dated 5 th of Rub- 

# b&ny or 6th of 

• March, 1789 * 
CIRCULAR. 

u Seven months ago,J our special 
retinue proceeded in splendour for the 
purpose of settling the country of Fur- 
khy (Calicut,) when calling together 
all the N&im&rs, - and M&pilars, we 
made enquiry respecting the state of 
the receipts and disbursements of the 
riots 5 and, having ascertained the 
same, temitted a third part of the 
amount which they had been accus- 
tomed to pay to the Sircar, delivering 


* The nfevnes-of the.<e places arc uncertain. 

t The word which I have here rendered circumcised , is not legible in the original ; or, 
at least, is not so to me 

t This is to say, in August 1788. • 



ASIATIC ANNUAL REGISTER , 1810 - 11 . 


390 

at the same time to every one of the the whole [body] onr special retinue 
rulers or chief men of the country,* a shed splendour on the royal residence 
Hfikm-nameh (or mandate) to the fol- (Seringapatam.)^f 
following effect. *' Your tribute, t Four months after this [settlement,] 

lias been reduced one third pfert. You these base^vretches, spreading confu- 
must, [therefore,] apply yourselves, sion arouncF, and setting sedition on 
diligently and faithfully to the promol- foot, broke out universally into [a 
ing of cultivation j and, paying your fresh] rebellion ; and engaging in fre- 
rents regularly to the Sircar, always quent hostilities with the Foujdars sta- 
attend obediently upon our aiimils. tinned among them, reduced the latter 
Moreover, as among the tribe of Nai- to great straits. Immediately upon 
mars, the woman has no fixed bus- learning of the whoreson behaviour of 
band, or the man any fixed wife ; but the infidels, our special retinue again 
the whole with the exception of iflo- moved in the direction of Furkhy 
thers, sisters, and daughters, cohabit (Calicut,) with a view to fulfilling the 
promiscuously together like the commandments of God, and of the 
beasts: now this not being [a] good messenger of God, ns contained in the 
[custom,] it is fit that you should Koran, and delivered tweh e hundred 
desist from so hateful a practice ; and years ago. The crus..des which [in 
that every man, taking to himself a consequence] took place at that paiud, 
wife, and keeping her in his house, may be learnedly reference to ancient 
do not suffer any* other person (or books. Since then, no person has 
stranger) to come before her.”}; In undertaken a crusade,** till now that 
short a great many other matters of wc, through the divine favour, and with 
the same .improper nature were set aid of the holy prophet, have embarked 
forth in writing [on this occasion ;]§ in the present one, with which no 
and at the end of the Hukni-numeh otlny good work can compare ; nor 
was written. “ In the course of the can, any claim so high a reward.” 
last twenty-five years, you have slain The letter proceeds to state that the 
near a hundred thousand of the Sircars’ holy war now pursuing had already led 
3oldiers,|| and repeatedly committed to the spohlaneous piolessioft of the true 
excesses. Now, ( or henceforward,) you faith by great numbers of the infidels 
must desist from these proceedings : and their families : and it concludes, 
but if you should ever again be guilty with inculcating the positive duty of 
of the like, or engage in war or tu- all Mussulmans, to take up arms for 
mult against the Ahmcdy Sircar, we the advancement of Islam ,• and by ex- 
will, with thefblessing of God, the patiating on the favour which they will 
helper, act by you according to the book by so doing, acquire with God, with 
of God } and, carrying intp execution, his prophet, and with the Mahomedan 
the commands of God, and of the tries- world at large. 

senger of God, will confer upon your N. B. The foregoing mandate was 
Vhole nation th t e honour of Islam ; directed to be read to the whole of 
and place, (or enroll) every individual theMussulman population of the place, 
of you in the Ahmedy ranks.” This who were to be assembled for the pur* 
Mjas given in writing: after which, pose, on the next ensuing Friday after 
having laid our strict injunctions on 

Vpriginal dJlj t M&lk-wuleh. 

Original Mulmofil, which is ordinarily applied in llindoostan, to the 

duties or customs of trade. * 

t i. 0 . into her presence. 

§ The meaning seems to be that many other mal-practices of the Nairs, besides the 
promiscuous intercourse of the sexes, were noticed and prohibited on this occasion. 

H There is no reason to suppose, that the lo$s sustained, by Hyder and-his Son, in the 
subjugation of the Nairs, (if they could be said to have ever been subdued,) is at all over- 
rated in this place. 

^ The transaction hero spoken of, is also mentioned in the Sultan’s own memoirs. See 
pane 207 of Select Letters, ofTippoo Sultan. 

♦JUtfeaning. of course, against the infidels of Malabar. 
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its receipt in the public mosque, where, 
besides the customary devotions of 
the day, a special thanksgiving was 
ordered to be rendered to the almighty, 
for the Sultan’s recent ^cesses, and 
prayers to be offered i™for a conti* 
nuance of the same. The service 
was appointed to be closed with a 
discharge of twenty-one guns, and the 
distribution of fifty retls (maunds) of 
sugar, among the people (i. e. the true 
believers). t 

At the end of the present letter, 
the Sultan signifies his intentior; of 
repairing speedily to Seringapatam. 
He would appear, at the date of it, 
to have been encamped in the vicinity 
of Chercul and Kotungeery. 


Litter XV.— To Mahommed Ali, 
Bukhshy of theldu- 
zour Ehsharn j dated 
12th of Rubbany, 
or 12th March, 1789 . 

“ You will, with three Rissalehs of 
Ehsh&m, and a hundred Mahomme- 
dies,* under Mahommed Aii,^Sofy, 
and Mfihi Mahommedy, proceed to- 
wards the fort of Kumbary,f and hav- 
ing arrived within a coss or two of 
the same, where a body of the infidels, 
belong to the garrison, are assembled. 
You are, (with the assistance of the 
Mahommedies) to ascei tain their exact 
position* and, having done so, aie to 
fall upon them from three different 
quarters, and to make the whole of 
them prisoners. You are then to 
encamp close to the aforesaid fort, 
where, preparing by means of the Ma- 
hommedies, a repast of rice and beefjJ 
you must feed the whole of yourpri-^ 
soners there on the same* day, aqd 
afterwards incorporate them with the 
professors of Islam. They are then 
to be given in charge to the Mahom- 
medies, with directions for their being 


all forthwith circumcised. This being 
done, let them be reinstated in their 
possessions^ Having in the course of 
two or three days accomplished all 
this business, you will on the fourth 
day repair to the presence. 

“ You are to take Wankut Rao, a 
Persian writer, and a Gftmashteh, who 
is a Hindy writer, along with you,: 
and, measuring the length and breadth 
of the fort, cuse the particulars to 
be set down in writing, and transmitted 
to the presence.” 

• 

Letter 3fVI. — To Ghfil&m Husain, 
Shaikh ul Islam ; 
dared 15th of Rub- 
bany, or the 15th 
March, 1789 . 

“ Your humble addiess containing 
an account of the flight)) of the N3i- 
mar riots of the village of Poolivany,^[ 
has passed under our view. What 
business have you with the absconding 
of, or with the sending after, the 
Naimtirs, &c. ? When you shall be 
favoured with a Hukm-n^meh (or 
instructions) from the presence, you 
mil st act according to what may be 
written therein j until that time, 
remain near** the Umlddr , (or manager 
of the district.)” 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Among the Mahommedans, the 
Shaikh ul Islftm, answers to the chief 
priest or metropolitan of other coun- 
tries. Of the exact nature, however, 
of the Office under Tippoo Sultan’s 
government, I am ignorant. But 
whatever authority he might be allowed 
to exercise in spiritual, it appears by 
this letter that he wa9 not suffered to 
arrogate any in temporal, affairs, and 
that if he ventured to do so, (no matter 
with what motive) the sanctity of his 
station did not secure him from expe- 


* By Mahommedies, are probably meant some particular class of converts to Islam, 
f Name uncertain. 

1 The Hindoo who eats beef, necessarily loses cast. . 

^ Literally, “ let them be left, as they were before, in their houses.’* 

H Original, (jLy roo-poasb> literally " covering or concealing the face.” 

^ Name uncertain. 

** These words would seem to imply that the Shaikh ul Islam, had quitted his proper 
station, for the purpose of conductipg nil enquiries respecting the absconded riots, • • 
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riencing, in common with others# the 
bitterest reprehension of his sovereign. 

Letter XV II. —To Turbiyut Ali 
Khan, and Meer 
Ali ;* dlted l 6 th 
Rubb&ny, or l' 6 th 
March, 1789. 

€e Your humble address, accom- 
panied by a box, containing a letter 
from the governor of* Chinaputa, 
(Madras) has passed under our View. 
You must send word to the pair of 
Hurk&rehs, [who brought the letter jn 
question] “ that the victorious army 
is at a great distance; that an answer 
tfc. the letter brought by them, will be 
forwarded hereafter ; and that they 
may, therefore, for the present, go 
back to Chinaputa." 

OBSERVATIONS. - , 

As the distance «*f the army did 
not prevent the Sultan from receiving 
the governor’s letter, or from advising 
the Bukhshies of its receipt, neither 
could that circumstance have opposed 
any obstacle to his returning an imme- 
diate answer to it, or to the transmis- 
sion of that answer by the English 
messengers, if such bad been his wish. 
But whatever might be the motive of 
his conduct in the present instance, 
it appears that to another letter which 
he received about a week after, from 
the same quarter, he dispatched a 
reply without the delay of a single 
day. The former of the two ietfers 
in question, was. probably, from Sir 
Archibald Campbell, announcing his 
resignation of the government of Fort 
St. George ; and the latter was, no 
doubt, from his successor, Mr. Holland, 
the answer to it, dated 24 th of Rub-. 
Mny, or 25 th March, 1789, expressing 
in terms of civility, “ the Sultan’s 
pleasure at learning of the writers 
succession to the government, and his 
hope that the new governor would 
exert himself to improve the friendly 
relations already subsisting between the 


Usud Ilhye Sircar, and the English 
Company." 

By a letter which follows here, 
addressed to Buda ftz Zuraan Khan, 
it appears .that the latter had lately put 
,Tukojee HAcar’s agents in possession 
of certain nmas in the district of Gujun- 
der Ghurr, which had been bestowed 
upon that Mahrattah chieftain, by the 
Stilraun — whether recently, or on any 
former occasion, is uncertain. 

Lbitir XVI 11 . — To Ushmf Ali 
Khan ; dated 

' , lf)th Rubhuny, 

or l()th Match, 

Extract. 

"You write that, with our permission, 
your fon will repair to kiss our thrpsh- 
old;- after having performed the [cus- 
tomary] rites of the blessed month of 
Rumz&n.f Now the same month of 
Rumzdn , which occur f there, will 
occur here. You must, theretore, 
dispatch the aforesaid to the Presence, 
that he may offer up the prayers of 
the season here; a passport for him is 
accordingly enclosed.” 

OBSERVATIONS. 

It is probable that Ushruf Ali Khan 
had been directed by the Sultan to send 
his son to court, and had, in conse- 
quence, requested leave to detain him 
till the expiration of the fast. ’The 
Sultan who rarely tolerated the slightest 
departure from his orders, refuses his 
request with a sarcasm entirely in cha- 
racter. 

Letter XIX. — To Uzmut Allah 
► • Khan, Darogha(or 

• *“ superint£ndant) of 

the fleet at K&ri&l, 
s (Mangalore); same 

date. 

“ What you have humbly stated 
respecting ylour want of CoirJ Rope, 
&c. is known. It is written in your 


* These officers appear by other documents, to have been Bukhshies of the Eh6h4m, 
Stationed in t^e district of Bangalore, 
t Rumzan is the Mahommeaan Kent. 

$ Original, j\j by Europeans, called Coir . It is the fibrous substance which 

envelopes the Gocoanut ; and of which an excellent kind of rope is made. 
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H&km-nftmeh, that you are to employ state the number you require, and they 
the Khul&sies (sailors) during the rainy shall be transmitted to you. 

season, when they are disengaged,* . 

and without any thing to do, in bring- Letter XXL — To the nine Kuchur- 
ing Coir from the woods, apd in mak- ries, exclusive of 

ing the same into Rope^ You must^ ® JumA L&bad and 

therefore, have consigned you r Hukm- Furkhy, (Calicut;) 

n&meh to the niche of oblivion, and, same date, 

never looking into it, do, by this means. Circular. 

spoil (i. e. waste) the paper of the <( You must select twenty persons 
Sircar in writing idle (or nonsensical) from nmon<* the Ajoallaems of your 
stories. This is not a proper thing; district, or those who i: struct children 
you must act in conformity wiGh your in reading : and giving each of them 

instructions. ’ three or four rupees (from seven to nine 

LetI^r XX. — To AJpdCll Ktldir Tna- sfiil lings) for travelling expenses, dis- 
lukdar of Kotungeery; patch them to the presence, where they 
dated 22d Uubbany, or shall be exalted to the office of 
22nd March, 1 789. zies." * — * 

“ We have conferred the honour of OBSERVATIONS. 

Isl?mism on ten or twelve thousand This order is not calculated to give 
Infidels, of whom we have detained ns any very favourable idea of the de- 
the Lumboony Bhutmdr,f and some scrippon of persons employed by the 
other of their principal men who were sultan in the ollice of kauzy. A vil- 
the instigators of the [late] sedition. • lage school-master was not likely to be 
All the rest of them we have dispatch- very conversant in the Mahomedan 
ed (or sent back) to their respective law ; and he, to whom the pittance Of 
homes, together with their women and three or four rupees was considered an 
children ; having previously, however, adequate compensation for the expenses 
taken engagements from thenA and of a journey of perhaps two hundred 
given them Hukm-namehs (or writ- m^es, may be fairly presumed to have 
ten instructions for their future guid- been among the most indigent of the 
ance). You must communicate this people. The inference as to the pro- 
[proceeding] to the unbelievers [in bable tendency of such appointments 

your quarter] and, moreover, sending is obvious. 

for them, make Mussulmans of them. Letter XXII. — To Abd&l RuzAk, 
and then.dismiss them to their [seve- Urz Baigy,J: dated 

ral] homes, with the exception of the 6th of Ahmedy, yealr 

Lumboony Bhutmfir and other chief * Sun\b, (Ann. 12 17) 

men, whom you are to detain with corresponding with 

you, representing to them * that you do J tbe5th of April, I/89. 

so only till you shall have received Ext r act. 

kfiilaats (dresses of honour) for them ‘‘You have done right in committing 
from the presence , after which you the two Nair chiefs [you mention] to 
mean to dismiss them also For the • the custody of a guard, 
present, five Hftkm-n&mehs are trans*- You have represented that the cob- 
mirted to you. Having taken from sin of the traitor, § and other leaders 
their principal men engagements of a [of the Nairs] have applied for kowl 
corresponding tenour with the Hftkm- (or assurances of safety.) You must 
namehs herewith sent, deliver the [accordingly] give them howl, and 
latter to them ; and if yoii should be having, no matter by what weans, got 
In want of any more Hftkra-n&mehs, them to come in to you — you must put 

* Original, Khali > or empty. 

t It would Appear by tne context that these were not proper names, but the dcsignu- 
nationof some particular offices among the Nairs, corresponding' probably with Iah- 
mooks, Pateils, &c. 

t The Urz Baig, or Urz Baigy, is a kind of usher, or master of ceremonies. 

$ Original, ntimuk-hurfim ; most usually implying one guill^of inprati^ 

tude . It doep not appear who the traitor alluded to was. 



39 4 


ASIATIC ANNUAL REGISTER, 1810 - 11 . 


them in coTifinement, and report the their celebrated lines*, on the 29th 
same to us.” December, } 789. Of x this repulse, 

— however, no hint is dropped, either in 

A cliasm of about nine months oc- the present, or in any other letter of 
curs here in the registered ctorespond- this prince, that has been preserved ; 
ence ; the letters written between the * nor is it, indeed, probable than any 
J 2 th of April, 1789, and the 19th of trace of it would have been discover- 
January, 1790, being wanting; and the able in the correspondence even 
next of those preserved being the fol- though the letter had reached us en- 
lowing: , tire. Of his murders and treacheries 

Lbtter XXIII. — To Syed AbdCillah he was not ashamed ; and, therefore, 
and three other of tlysse we have abundant testimo- 
Mushaiks, or per- nies, all of them from himself. It was 
sons of religious 6r- otherwise with his errors and defects ; 
der ; dated 27th of his fears and his mortifications; and, 
Rchtii&ny, year Su- accordingly, we rarely, if ever, meet 
^ rah, or the year of wit!) any allusion to them in his writ- 

* Mahommcd, 121 7 ; ings. 

corresponding with The inscription of the foregoing 
the 18 th Jan. 179O. letter, not specifying the place of resi- 
(Circular.) depce-of the persons addressed, I am 

Through the divine favour, and with unable to say whether they were na- 
ihe assistance of the icTuge of pm-, tural subjects of the s Iran or not. 
phecy, (Mahommt'd) the irhule of the The circumstance of the Shaikhs them- 
' Infidels inhabiting the district of Furk- selves being required to repair to his 
Jy (Calicut) have ivicned ihe honour presence makes it most probable that 
of Island sm. There are only a jew on thcy«-yerc. 

this side of the country of Cochin who It^s evident from the tenor of the 
remain [to be converted.] and these preceding circular, that at the date of it 
also it is our firm determination to the sultan continued in the resolution 
exilt and distinguish by bestowing of resuming, at no distant period, his 
upon-them the happiness of the true operations against the Travancore 
faith. As this [then] is an affair of barrier, of which he accordingly ob- 
hoiy win , we write to you, among tainod possession about three months 
others who are conversant in sacred after. Of this achievement we shall 
matters, to desire that yon will repair, presently see his own vapourir.g ac- 
accompanied by all the Mahommccians count, 
depending upon \ou, lo our resplen- — — 

dent presence ; whence, after a little Letter XXIV. — To MahommedSaa- 
wlnlc, ha\ mg hi might this business to eed, Aumil of 

a close, * we w ill dismiss you. Sir, Khoosh-hal-poor ; J 

and them, to your respective homes. same date. 

» , rr You have already been written to 

OBSERVA T IONS. on the subject of dispatching the ships 

The fcw remaining Infidels in the belonging to the Usud llhyp Sircar, 
neighbourhood of Codiin, here alluded (i. e. to us;) and we now again write 
to by the sultan, were, no doubt, the to direct that immediately on receipt 
people of Travancoie whom he hacF of this our most gracious letter, you 
all ead\+ endeavoured to exalt (as he dispatch with speed whatever number 
expresses it) to lire honour of Islam ; of ships, grabs, or other vessels of 
out by whom he had been shamefully war there are [at Khoosh-h&l-poor] to 
ivpuKcd i« his memorable assault of Sudghaut, under charge of the first 

' * laterally — 1 1 .nine obtain* rl h*i>nrr from this work. 

t* Tint is t smiVy t mo* piioi to the date of the present letter, or 99 th Dec. 1789 . 

1 | T. us i‘ <i heaport of Caiuua. 
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Durogha Hdsum Khan, and the 
second Durogha Kum&l ud Deem” 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Whether the movement of this 
naval force, here directed by the sul-* 
tan, was ordered with the view only of 
placing it in greater safety from any 
attempt which might be made upon it 
by the English, (with whom he, no 
doubt, by this time expected to be 
involved in hostilities 3) or was # prepa- 
ratory to some operations on the coast 
of Travancore, I have not the means 
of judging with arty certainty. If, 
however, by Sadghaut, Sargaut, or 
Saoyhaut, (for the original is suscep- 
tible of each of these readings) Chow- 
gaut, placed in our maps, near the 
mouth of the Paniany river, be meant, 
as 1 am inclined to think is the case,* 
there can be little doubt that the lat- 
ter was the object of the measure in 

question. 

Letter XXV.— To Ushraf All Khan. 

Asof of Jumal a bad 3 
same date. ^ 

“ Your humble address, \eom- 
pamed by two letters, written to you 
by Kooncliy Tumunba, f and a copy 
of your answer to the same, has passed 
under our most luminous view. For- 
asmuch as the abovenamed is one 
of those infidels with whom we are at 
war,{ and one of the enemies of the 
religion * of the prophet, you are to 
coiHide v it as being among the acts of 
worship § to labour by every weans and 
in every manner , to iepel and slay that 
villain. Thcic being then, according 
to the word of God , no objection to 
[employing] oaths and engagements for 
the purpose of destroying an cneny of 
the faith, that great and exalted persoyll 
must, in this case. get possession of 
and slay Koonci- Tumunba, by 
whatever you may think Jit , or see pi ac- 


ticable , whether the same be by oaths * 
and promises , or by trick and cunning . 
This matter {or action) will [at once] 
be pleasing to God and the prophet of 
God , an$l gratifying to our high and 
sacred mind. Hence you must regard 
unwearied exertions in this respect as 
the most urgent of things, and speedily 
seizing upon that infidel, apprize us 
of the same. # Make, moieover, Mus- 
sulmans of the whole of the unbelievers 
of that country 3 not leaving a single 
individual [ nncircumcised : ] foras- 
tfuich as this proceeding wili likewise 
prove a means of breaking the loins of 
that infidel.” 


OBSERVATION. 

The foiegoing letter needs no com- 
mentary — 

L*:T'i f.r XXVI. — T'o Ghulam AH 
Khan, Lutf Ali 
Khan, and Jaafur 
i Khan, dated 28 th 

of Rehm&ny, or 
]i)th of Jan. 1790 . 
“ Agreeably to what you have writ- 
ten, (1. e. desired) we have rent orders 
to the Asof of Furkhy, (Calicut) to 
dfspatch you, together with your bag- 
gage, to our resplendent Piesence. 
You are to proceed from Furkhy to 
the resplendent Presence by way of 
Sadghaut.”* 

OBSERVATIONS. 

• I am ignorant at what time the 
embassy sent by the Sultan towards 
the commencement of iheyear lysf), 
ostensibly toConstanlinople, but secretly 
to Fiance, actually returned to Mysore. 
The tenor of the loregoing letter 
would seem to imply that it had only 
recently ni lived from the Persian gulph 
at Calicut 3 upon which supposition, 
the peiiod of its absence was not less 
than four years. Considering that it 


* Particularly as it is \\ritten Swear as well as Chow taut in |he map prefixed to 
Colonel Wilkes's History of Mysore. See also lettei XX Vi. where its position, wiU 
respect to Calicut is dearly indicated. 

t Name very uncertain. 

t Or, it may be rendered against whom it is lawful or proper to make wav. 

$ That is equivalent to an acf of woiship 

* See Letter sM. 
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did not proceed farther than Constan - four cubits long, and attending carefully 
tinople. this is difficult of belief. At during three days, to their surgical 
the time of its depat turc, it consisted treatment, (literally, to the business 
of G hul am Ali Khan, l.tuf Ali Khan, of their cure.) On the fourth day, 
and Shall Nonrul/nk. Instead of the let them be set at liberty ; during the 
name of Shah JNoorullah, ^ that of # three days, [of their detention] each 
J.Kifar Khan, appears in the inset iption person is to receive daily a Seer of 
of the present letter. rice; and one pice/* [in money], 

Let ihe ingredients, (or materials) 

Letthr XXVJI. — To Budruz Zu- used in making the ointment, [to be 
man Khan, same applied to their wounds] be procured 
date. from the Sircar’s granary. Of this 

** Tn this letter, the Sultan informs ointment, let five seers weight be pre- 
Ru.Iniz Zuman Khan, of his icceqt pared at once, and kept in readiness to 
succes® in Malabar, where he tells him be served out as it shall be wanted." 

he had brought tour hundred thousand > 

models within the pale of the Mahom- The foregoing letter is followed by 
medcin religion. He then announces t wo others of the same date, to tlie 
his intention of proceeding shortly officers who were respectively to sup- 
against “ the accursed Ram Naif,” ply the Sipalidar with the articles spe- 
t'.he raj th of Travancore) whom, to- cified in the former, instructing them 
godier with his people, he hopes 40011, to da so, upon receiving an application 
•' with the blessing of God, and the aid to that effect, under the hand and seal 
of the Prophe", to exalt in like manner, of Abdfd Rnzzak. 

to the honour of Islam.” With this 

view, he proceeds to say, he has post- Letter XXIX. — To Sheer Khan, 
poned his return to Seringapatam ; Asof of Furkhy, 

* f religious concerns and the duty uf * ( Calicut ) same 

waging war against infidels, super- ^ date, 

ceding with him all other considers- * Extract. 

lions, and exclusively occupying his rf You write that there is no Tat - 
attention.” putty ox Gunny clothf to be procured 

Budiiiz Zuman Khan, is after- in that country. We, therefoie, write 
wards directed “to assemble together to desire that you will select ten clever 
all the priests, and other heads of die Ahmedies, and dispatch them to the 
Mahommedan Church, within his juris- Presence, in order that, being instructed 
diction, and to instruct them to exhort here in the business of making gunny 
all true Mussulmans to join in prayers cloth, they may be sent back to you, 
to the throne of God, for the success when you will, by their means, intro- 
v If the holy cause in wbiclt he was duce the manufacture generally among 
embarked.” the Ahmedies and qther inhabitants 

of Furkhy, to the end that abundance 
Letter XXVIll.— To the Sipah- of that article may in future be manu- 
dar Abdftl Ruz- ‘factored in that country.” 

zak; dated 10th 1 * 

of Hazy, or 3 1 st Letter XXX. — To the Beeby, 
January, 1790. * (queen) of Cana- 

0 Whatever number of Nairs shall nore; dated 10th 

b 1 sent to you, you are immediately of Il&zy, or 31 st 

to cause the, whole of them to be cir- ’ January, 179O. 

cumcised, giving each of them, from “ The humble address which you 
Ihe Tosheh-K hunch (store-house) of have sent [to us] on the subject of the 
the Sircar, a wrapper of coarse cloth, smallness of your force, and of the 

* A picc is a small copper coin of tlio value of a halfpenny, 
f Gunny cloth is a kind of c6s.\se sail cloth, made of sun, or Indian hemp. 
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disregard shewn to your authority by 
the' old* commanders of the Mahom- 
medies, is comprehended. With the 
blessing of the Most High God, the 
chiefs i.f the Mahommedies shall, for 
the future, f according to foimer usage,* 
and agreeably to your wishes, be made 
to obey your orders, and to be duly 
submissive to you. At this time, do 
you repair to the Presence, bringing 
with you whatever number of troops 
you may have at hand. There are 
assembled here also, nearly twenty 
thousand Mahommedies ; you im st, 
therefore, not exclucfe yourself from 
(or fail to participate in) the honour of 
this crusade, than which there neither 
is, [now] nor never will be, a superior 
happiness, in either world. By this 
conduct you will at once please God 
and the Prophet, and give satisfaction 
to our high and most holy mind. (Con- 
sider, moreover, that your woildly 
affairs will be benefited by the sime 
means. The twenty thousand Mahom- 
medies now with us, shall all be placed 
under you, and be employed on a cer- 
tain service.” V 


OBSERVATIONS 

The correspondence of the Sultan 
already hefore the public, lurmshes 
more than one instance of his earnestly 
urging the queen of Cananore to 
repair to his court ; and we here see 
him Renewing his solicitations, or rather 
his commands for the same purpose. 
He would not appear, however, to have 
had any better success on the present 
occasion, than during the Mahratta 
war 5 at least, 1 have discovered no 
trace of this personage having com- 
plied with the Sultan’s requisition, 
previously to her submissuyi to thp 
English, who took possession of her 
capital on the 1 6th December follow- 
ing the datfe of the foregoing fetter. 

It is not known on* what particular 


service the Sultan’ intended to employ 
the Cananore force, if it had juiueit 
him. Possibly, however, the con- 
cluding sentence of his letter was 
designed ^only as a lure to the Beeby 
to pioceed to his camp. 

Letter XXXI. — To Syed Mahom- 
nieil, the second Asof 
of Jumalabad. Dated 
* the 1 3 tit of Hazy, or 
3 d I •oruary, 179O. 

€< We herewith send you hn humble 
address, which we have received front 
Seedy Eukhi/id Detn and Mahommed 
Sidcck, the daroghas of the factory a f . 
Muscat, together with an accounts? 
their purchase [for our use] of sixty 
male and female duombas.J We xiu- 
sire )ou 10 examine into what the da- 
roghas write respecting the deficient 
Wi ight of the lice, black pepper, and 
other articles, in order that this kind 
of deficiency may not occur in lutuie. 
You .lie, moreen ct, lo give order* to 
the whole of the aiumU and mer- 
chants belonging to your jurisdiction, 
to make up every moora, o v bag, of 
rice, to the weight of foity pucka (or 
futt) seers; and never to let them 
contain mote or less. 

4 4 It has at this time been deter- 
mined at our resplendent Presence, 
that the Dow shall [henceforward] be 
called Eliasy; and the Dingy, Khiziy § 
You are, accordingly, to make use of 
thijse names when you write [in fu- 
ture respecting them].” 

Letter XXXII. — To Ghulam Moby 
ud deen, Bukhshy of 
the -Kb Suwar (Ca- 
valrv) Kuchurry. — 
Dated 15 th of Razy, 
or 6th of Eeb. 1 79O. 
fe You some time since humbly re- 
presented [to ns], that you were about 
to repair, with the forces under your 


* That is, those of long standing, in contradistinction to those inorf*' recently ap- 
pointed. 

t Original, j\ jjw afttr this, which may also mean “ at sonic future time or oppor- 
tunity. ’ 

♦ 'Hie Doomba is a species of sheep imported from Persia, and which is remark aide 
for the fatness of its tail. 

$ U appears by this pa -sage that these new tangled terms were not applied a* I in - 
ineily supposed (see page Uh of Appendix to Select Letters) to ships of war. hit V>di^ 
small craft employed m commut e. • 



ASIATIC ANNUAL’ REGISTER, 1810-11. 


command, to our Presence, there to 
apply yourself ardently to the dis- 
charge of your duty [to us]. This is, 
therefore, written to infoim you, that 
it is not necessary for you t proceed 
to the Presence. You must take post, 
(or remain) with your troops in the 
vicinity of Selamabad (Sattimunga- 
Jam),and dispatch [from thence] with 
all speed, by two horsemen and a nu- 
keeb, the intelligence of that quarter 
to the Presence* 


Letter XXXIII. — To MecrMoaaj t£i 
ud Deen. Dated 
lO’th of Iluzy, or 
Oth of Ftbruaiy, 
UQO. 

Keeping, with the forces under 
your command, in a state cS prepat a- 
tion, you ate to continue, [wheie you 
are]* and wait our [fun her] oVdcrs. 
[In the mean while] you must vigi- 
lantly observe on all sides of you, [die 
motions of] the Nazarcues (or Eng- 
lish) ; and transmit constant repot is 
[of the same] to the Pi esence abound- 
ing in benefits.” 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The Sultan might well conceive 
that the English army would by this 
time have been put in motion, for the 
purpose of chastising his recent at- 
tack on the rajah of Travancoie. — Ow- 
ing, however, to the miseiable coun- 
sels which at this period dnected the 
government of Fori St. George, the 
English army still remained 1 , quietly in 
its cantonments. 

Letter XXXIV. — To Mahommed 
+Riza Bukhshy ' 
/ ofthq 1st. Uskur 

Kuchurry. me 
Date. 

4f Holding yourself with the troops 
under your command, in readiness ; 
and attending to the shoeing of the 
horses [of your Kuchurry] you are to 


wait the further orders of the pr e , 

sence. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Similar instructions to the above 
were transmitted under the same date to 
, Haazim Ali Khan Bukhshy of the 2d. 
Uskur Kuchurry. 

Khajeh Aftab Khan do. of the 3d do. 

Mahommed Ali Khan do. of the 
4th do. 

And Meer Fukhruddecn do. of the 
5th do. , 

Orders of a correspondent nature 
were addressed to 

Murze Baker «Bnig, .Bukhshy of thu 
4 tii Jyshe Kuchutry. 

Husaing Baig, do. of the 5 lit do. 

Mahommed Baig and Meer Huassut 
Khan Bukhshic'i of the f ih do. 

Syed U J la ud Dccn, and Sukhawut 
Ali Khnn, Bnkhshies of the /th do. - 

These last four letters contain an 
additional instruction, purporting that 
the cummandeis addressed, were to 
supply theui-Uvcs immediately from 
the public stores with such tents, or 
other articles of equipment, as they 
mighl require. 

Jdmulum Mohy ud Deen Khan Bukh- 
sny of (he 3d,suwiir (cavalry) Ku- 
clmiry. and Mahommed Mukluloom, 
Bukhshy of the 4th suwar Kuchurry, 
are directed to assemble and keep their 
respective corps together ; to hold 
themselves and troops in constant 
readiness ; and to wait fix further 
orders. 

Behadur Khan the Kulaader of 
Kishngeery is directed to be piepared 
and vigilant, and to transmit regularly 
to the presence the intelligence of the 
adjacent parts (meaning,' of course, 
the Carnatic. 

Fuzl AJi Khan of the Sudoor (or 
ordnance and garrison department of 
Khoda4badJ(-— ) is directed to see 
that the several forts belonging to his 
jurisdiction are duly provided with all 
the necessary warlike stores j as guns, 
muskets, powder and shot, provi- 
sions, &c. He is moreover ordered to 


* Meer Mnaayen ud Dcen, was at this lime at Kh&likabud (See Letter 36). 
t Probably t lie pci son commonly called the Binky Nabob, whose proper name was 
Mahommed Riza. 

$ 1 am ignoiant what place is meant by this new-fangled name, but the context 
denotes that it is it seaport of Canara. 
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sipply without delay to the different 
«hsofs «nd aumils for such articles as it 
may be in their province to supply ; 
and to report, his proceedings to the 
resplendent presence. 

Similar instructions appear to have 
been sent on the same day to the 
Sudoor of Bangalore, and to Ushruf 
Ali Khan the asof of Jumalabad, to 
the latter of whom the following sepa- 
rate letter was also addressed. 

Letter XXXV.— To Ushruf * Ali 
Khan dated 16th 
R&^y or 6th of 
February, 1790- 
All the trading vessels belonging to 
the Sircar, and now lying at [anchor 
at] Khoosh-halpoor and Kurial are to 
be thus disposed of. The guns and 
other heavy stores belonging to these 
ships are to be [disembarked and] 
lodged in the Fort of Jamalabad, after 
which the vessels at Khoosh-halpoor, 
are to be dispatched to Kntch, and 
those at Ktirial to Muscat, where 
positive orders are to be sent for their 
being drawn on shore, and keptftill 
the ensuing season, you are at \he 
same time to write to our commercial 
agents at those places, directing them 
to supply the people belonging to the 
ships with sufficient money for their 
necessary ex pences. 

An order of the same tenor and 
date follow^, addressed to Mahommed 
Syeed theTaulukdar of Koosh-halpoor. 
By a memorandum added at the foot 
of the letter, it appears that the vessels 
lying at this time at Koosh-halpoor, 
consisted only of 

7 Uliasies or Dows 
1 Khizry or Dingy 

1 * # • 

- and l Buttailah or Puttaila? 

Next follows a similar order to Ghu- 
lam Mahommed Taulhkd&r of iCurial 
(Mangalore) to which is also subjoined 
•ft memorandum purporting that the 


vessels to be sent off to Muscat were 
8 Uli&sies 
and 2 Khizries. 

These directions related exclusively 
to the Sultan’s trading vessels. The 
# ships of w^r had been previously order- 
ed tp proceed to Chowgaut. 

Letter XXXYI. — To Ghtilam Mo- 
by ud Deen, 
• B uk h shy of the 

3d Suwar (Ca- 
valry) Kuchur- 

0 ry, dated 20th 

of Razy.or 10th 
Feb. 1790. 

t€ Taking all the cavalry under your 
command along with you, you must 
proceed and join Meer Moaazen ud 
Deen at Khdlikfibad,f and act accord- 
ing to his directions in nil the a.Faiis of 
the Sir<;ar • you must moreover, regu- 
larly report to us the state of things in 
that quarter. A letter for the afore- 
said Meer is enclosed winch you are 
to deliver to him. Give orders to the 
people under you to abstain from all 
acts of violence and oppression, and to 
supply themselves with fuel and forage 
from.the waste parts of the country j 

Next follow's a letter of the same 
tenor, and date to Moaazen ud Deen. 

Letter XXXVlf. — To Behadur 
Khan, Ku hin- 
der of Kishu- 
gecry, same 
* / date. 

* e The Bukhshy ofjf the 4th Suwar 
(Cavalry)§ S Knchurry, ^With the 
troops attached to hicv-Tiaf been sent 
[to reinforce you], You must see that 
the troops of the Sircar are encamped 
on the plain, and report tbe same to us. 
*Let them be supplied with fuel and 
forage from the uncultivated country ; 
and take caie that no one commits vio- 
lence or injury upon any of (he inhabi- 
tants of the Sircar’s dominions.’’ 


* The name by which this vessel is ^distinguished is not legible. 

f I am. ignorant of the situation of this place, which does not appear fat least under this 
new name) in any of our maps. 

\ Original, an uncultivated plain; a dc»crt, 

$ Elsewhere called Mahommed Mukhdoom. 
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Next follows a lei ter to Boodhun 
Shah Kldiry,* * * § dated 23d R&zy, or 13th 
Feb. 1790 desiring his piayers for the 
success of the Sultan's arms, and the 
prosperity of the Mahommed^n cause. 

“ It appears by a letter of the < 
24th of Razy, or 14 th of February, 
that the Sultan at this time gave orders 
for the erection of a factory at Jum- 
nagr, and another at Mumdry/'f 

Letter XXXVlIl.-To the Darog- 
haof the ships 
at Khoosh Hal- 
poor, dated 
25th of R&zy, 

*■ or 15 th of Feb. 

1790. 

c< At this time, Monsieur Mac Na- 
mara, a French ofheer, (or comman- 
der) of rank, is arrived with two ships 
at the port of Mahe, where he waits 
our permission for his proceeding to 
pay his respects to the presence. You 
will, therefore, dispatch with speed, 
bv sea, to make the enclosed Hmdiy 
letter for the afore aid commander, to 
whom let it be intimated at the same 
time, that a man of rank belonging to 
the Usud llhye Sircar has been ‘dis- 
patched to meet and conduct him [to 
court]. 

Letter XXXIX. — To Kureem Sa- 
heb,t dated 25th 
of Razy, or 15th 

Feb. 179O. 

u Your humble address has pome 
under our ennobling inspection. Al- 
ways regarding’our holy mii^d as anxious 
to receive accounts of yotfu let us be 
regularly (or constantly) delighted and 
rejoiced by advices of the health and 
welfare of yourself and family.^ 

Letter XL. — To Khajeh Aftab 
Khan,Bukhshyof the 
3d Uskur Kuchurry, 
dated 28th of R&zy, 
or 19th Feb J79O. 


“ You are to proceed with the troopi 
under your command to Ryacottah, and 
there establishing yourself, remain vigi- 
lant at your post ; as a rupture with the 
Nazarenes (i. e. the English) has taken 
place. Enclosed is an order which you 
will transmit to the Asof of Kishngeery, 
from whom you are regularly to demand 
the necessary supplies of corn for your 
horses. Upon your arrival at the afore- 
said place, you are to encamp at the 
foot of the pass in a spot affording abun- 
danefe of pasture : and here you are to 
keep all the four mokubs (or regiments 
composing your corps) united together ; 
advising us constantly in detail (or cir- 
cumstantially) of the state of your sup- 
plies in grain and forage. If the army 
of the enemy should make its appear- 
ance on the frontier, you must in the 
first instance advise us [immediately] 
thereof $ and afterwards send some of 
your o • n people every second or third 
day for intelligence to the Asof and 
Kulaader of Kishngeery. 

AV great number of letters of the 
same date as the preceding one follow 
here $ in all of which war with the 
English is spoken of as either actually 
commenced, or on the eve of taking 
place. This intimation is, however, ac- 
companied in most of them by a direc- 
tion to keep the matter secret ; but for 
what reason this injunction was added 
does not appear. It may eitlier have 
been given with the view of preventing 
any alarm (especially among the inha- 
bitants of these parts of his dominions 
adjacent to the . English territories) 
which might have had a tendency to 
obstruct the collection of the land reve- 
nue j or it may have proceeded from a 
desire of keeping the British govern- 
ment as long as possible in ignorance of 
his warlike preparations and movements, 
which he must have been conscious 


* This Was a person of the religious order, whose prayers Tippoo appears, to have fre- 
quently solicited. 1 am ignorant where his residence was 5 and whether or not he was a 

auhje«feit|fee Suitan . 

f I DvUeVfcthese are sea-port towns in the gulph of Sinde. 

| Saheb wa6 the only brother of Tippoo. This is the second complimentary 

letter \yhtch appears addressed to the same person. 

§ Literally, tk* great and wall (or, old and young). . 
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were entirely at variance with the pro- Intermixed with the foregoing letters 
fessions of peace and amity which* he there are others which, besides rhe ge- 
still continued to make to that govern- lieral notice they convey of the ap- 
ment. proach of hostilities with the English, 

The chief persons to whom the let- con rain ynme particular doections not 
ters here referred to were written, are — • included in the former. They all, how- 

1. Imam Baig, the Asof of Kishn- ever, bear the same date. Uf these the 
gcery, who, besides being instructed to most curious or important are, 

the same effect as Khajeh Aftab Kbnn, 

is directed to lay in a large stock of . m 

grain for the use of the cavalry. Lett eu ALI .---10 the Rmancer of 

2. Mahommed Ali Khan Bukhshy, Khum.num : dated 

of the 4th Uskur Kuchurry, who is di °* bebruary, 

rccted to repair with the troops compos- c 1 79 

ing his kuchurry to ^Bangalore, and “ War with the infidel N.izarenes i» 
there deliver to the Asof of that ph'ce about to commence. You must[ihere- 
the letter enclosed. He is infoiracd fore] lose no time in placing your 
that he is to draw all his supplies for stoics [of every sot t] including powder 
the use of the horses of tl c Sircar fiom and shot, in a good and proper tordi- 
the aforesaid A^of. He is, moreover, tion ; and) on must keep cveiy thing 
enjoined to take due care that the hoises ready [for set vice ] Remain watchful 
are regularly fed: and he is final iy in- at youi post, and picserve seciecy with 

structcd to station one of the Mokubs respect to the news of war. If, which 

forming his kuchntiy.it Khan Khan- God forbid ! any time m (benight, or 
hullyj a second at Lillie Balapoor ; ano- duiing the day, a Nazaicne force 
ther at Bagloor $ and the fourth at should approach youi foil dervif fully, 
Hooscotlah. j and say, “ this is a tuice belonging to 

3. Rajah Ram Chundur, A^f of the Sircar, and is conic to your assis- 
Bangalnre, who is instructed to the same tai^ce. Giu* us leave, therefore, to 
effect as the Br.khshy Mahommed All. appioach" — you must not act upon 

4. LHla fie! Deen, A>of of Hmn 01 su< li an assuiance, or allow any person 

Anzcem (Gaojicotali) who, besides be- to conn- near [the place fj but are to 
ing directed to see Hint all the lnrts in- send woul to* them by one or two of 

eluded in Ins jurisdiction arc supplied youi people, that they mn-t encamp at 

with the necessary? warlike stores, (as tiie distance of cannon «dwt, and from 
powder, sfiot, gram, S.C.) is enjoined thence transmit to y on the mandate of 
to leave as small balances of identic as the* Sirc.u beaiing our seal and Mgua- 
possible in the districts under him, and ture If, upon this, they should send 
to icmit his collections with sp« j ed to you a majuhvo with a signature and 
Seringjp.ttam. seal [ ippnrently, oi lesembhng ours,] 

5. WuJly Mahommed Iv.njdar, of n(|j\ed theieto, you must examine 
Chitlledoorg, who is directed to keep [closely] whether the said Mgnati.re 
the whole of bis foice imbed together, .and seal, as well as the hand writing of 

6. The Kulinader of UmSntpeery* the Mfinshy,* be according to usage; 

7. Mali uoinodMulidy, Asof of Zntia- and if, on * nr suiting with the Sirdars 

bad (Guriamcoondah). 8. Mcer»Kliyu- (officers) under you, there should 
oobah, Sndoor of Jumalab id. [). Be- appear to be no doubt with regard to 
hadar Khan, Knlaader of Kisdmgen y. the [authenTi'mv of the] mandate, you 
3 0 Husain All Khan, the son of Ruth iv»u-t ait in cnntormiiy wiih ii : but if 
fid Deen Khan. I 1. Meer An Nuky, [on ihe other hand] it should turn out 
Sudoor of Zulrabad. to be an imposture,! you are to punish 

* Tt was probably usual for all letters to pu.ticular dipmtmenta or officers to be con- 
stantly written bv the same Mnushy or seerctaiy ; m which case his kand-wtitiug would 
be familiar to the per sues addi 1 ssed. 

t Orhiual.lVqgL a mistake j au error ; a fault, crime, &c. but evidently tuedhereftr a« 
trick, forjjerv, & r imposture. * 

Vol. i2« nd % 
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P'- ‘ 'instors ] Keep the report of 

uuf stcni — 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The foregoing is as literal a transla- 
tion of this extraordinary Jette^: as could 
be given. The instructions contained 
in it were not confined to the Knlaader 
of Rhumraum, but were also transmitt- 
ed to the Kulaadevs of Khoda-abadand 
Kunuckgecry and Kishngcery, and 
probably to the go\emors of other 
frontier places. Notwithstanding the 
confusion and indistinctness which per- 
vade this composition, the meaning *f 
the writer is sufficiently apparent. He 
sets out, it is true, with the assumption 
fluit the troops in question actually 
belong to an enemy j but he subse- 
quently adapts his orders to meet the 
possible case of then ly ing his own. 
This sort of perplexity is fiequently 
observable in the writings of the Sul- 
tan : but not so much in his letters as 
in his other productions. 

Latter XLI1. — To Mahomed Ali 
Khan Jhuluk Asof 
of Khoorshaid Su- 
wad 3* same date. „ 

“ You must send to the Asof of Nbgr 
for fifty thousand utls of black pepper, 
aud dispose of the same af the rate of 
iworahities (rupees) and *seven fanams 
[the utl ;] that being the price which 
we have fixed on it. The whole being 
sold at this rate, let the produce thereof 
be dipatched separately to the royal 
residence, Putn. A letter is enclosed 
to the address of the Asof of Nugr to 
whom you are to forward* it, and to 
whom you will also apply for the pep- 
per [in question ] You must more- 
over enjoin the merchants and dealers 
of all the large marts in that quaiter, 
to purchase this pepper and dispose of 
it again, either in the Sii cat’s domi- 
nions, or m foreign parts.* * 


OBSERVATIONS. 

A letter to the same effect as the 
foregoing one, was dispatched to 
Mahommed Ghous, the Asof ofNngr, 
and another to the officer at the head 
of the Mull i kut Tujah, or commercial 
department at Calicut ; the latter con- 
taining an additional clause purporting 
that no pepper was on any account to 
be reserved. This direction was pro- 
bably given with a view to pi eventing 
its falling eventually into the hands of 
the English. 

« 

Letter XLIII. — To Fuzl Ali Khan, 
Sudoor of Khoda- 
abad : same date. 

“ A rupture with the Nazarenes is at 
this time about to take place. You 
niijft [therefore] be vigilant at your 
post, and apply yourself diligently to 
the business of putting all the forts 
depending on your Kuchuiry (depart- 
ment) in a proper state [of defence.] 
Let the families, moreover, of the 
severcl Aumils and Kihiaders be dis- 
patched to Putn, (Seringapatam ;) and 
enjoin] the Asof of that place (Khoda- 
abad) to be expeditious in realizing the 
revenue, and in transmitting the same 
[to us.] ' Keep the intelligence of th« 
war secret. 


OBSERVATIONS*. 4 
Most of the letters which immedi- 
ately follow here under the same date, 
contain similar directions to those given 
in the foregoing one, respecting the 
families of the various Kilaaders and 
oilier officers holding situations of 
trtist. The orders for expediting the 
lol lections and for dispatching the 
amount to Seringapatam are likewise 
repeated 111 several of them. 


* Tins another of the Sultan’s new-fangled name* , but I am ignorant to what placeit 
was given. 

t Original, ft mi P dd be inferred from this expression, that the Asof 

was subject to the authority of the Soodoor j but I think it more probable that the com- 
pound verb ta Heed nuniudum , is here employed vvitli a latitude not usual ; 

and that it may mean to urge or prom, rather than to order, which is its ordinary accept*- 
nan. 
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Letter XLIV.— To Syed Maliotn- 
med Kulaader of 
Putn : same date. 

“‘Make out and transmit [to us] a 
list of the English Ah medics, distin- 
guishing the station* of each [indi- 
vidual.] 

OBSERVATIONS. 

As hostilities had not actually taken 
place between the English and Tippoo 
at the date of this letter, the English 
Ahmedies mentioned in it must' neces- 
sarily have been among the survivors 
of those Europeans wjio had been made 
prisoners during the former, or Hyder's 
war. This document, thcrefoie, not 
only cleaily establishes, on the Sultan’s 
own explicit authority, the important 
fact of his having detained, in violation 
of the treaty of Mangalore, sundry 
British subjects who had fallen into 
his hands in the course of the war 
terminated by that treaty ; but it also 
indubitably proves that many of those 
unfoitunate men had been either forci- 
bly circumcised, or been driven by de- 
spair to embrace the Mahomedsfti reli- 
gion, the converts to whigh, whether 
compulsory or voluntary, were distin- 


guished by the designation of Ahme- 
dies. f 

We are not in possession of any clue 
to the precise object of the Sultan in 
the forgoing order. It is, however, 
but too probable that it was preparatory 
to the general destruction of the English 
prisoners then in his power : since the' 
few released at the capture of Shehr 
Gunjam, oft the (it h of February, 1792, 
as well as those delivered up in conse- 
quence of the treary of peace, which 
.followed soon after, consisted (with 
the exception, I believe, of no more 
than one or two persons) entirely of 
men who had been taken in the course 
of the recent war. It is, no doubt, 
possible that many of the individuals 
alluded to in the letter before us might 
have been still living in confinement 
at ijie“ close of the war, within the 
walls of Seringdpatam and of other 
forts, of whose existence it was not ill 
the power of the English to obtain any 
satisfactory information : but, what- 
ever was the case at that time, it is at 
least certain that none of these unhap- 
men weie surviving at the period of 
fall of Scringapatam. 



Observations on the Oriental Apologue; hj James Ross, Esa. for- 
merly of Dinag epore in Bengal. 

[■Tiie folic wing valuable contribution is an exlrafl from a DIanwcr,pt Life of Sadi. It 
is confined piineipally, as the reader will observe, to the illustration of the genius 
and writings of the Poet and Moralist, and 11101 e i“ Jovially of the nature ami end 
of I lie Persian Apologue. This favour; te vehicle of iusfi notion in Die Eastern world is 
pursued from its ruder beginning to its more perfect and polished form . and its useful- 
ness is exemplified in many sti iking and remarkable instances, which ure brought to the 
rccollci Don of the reader by Humberts quotations, evincing not less pains iu the 
w liter’s rt. search, tliim felicity in the application. Prom the early blossom, we may 
judge of the coining fruit, andtantiripate most favourably of the rqpiaimlci of this 
ingenious essay, from the erudite and elegant specimen now in our hands.] 

Eastern governments arc despotic j lie and private lives of past despots, 
and a historian truly to detail the pub- has to dwell on events, which must 

* Original, which also signifies, office or employment. 

t There is reason to believe, that the appcUat ion of Ahmedies was confined to European 
or Christian converts -.and that the Hindoos, who were compelled to become mussummns 
were called Us mi lhjhes and Mahvmmrdirs . — 'Hie latter name, however, seems to have 
been more especially applied to the N air convert*. • • 

• • D d 2 k 
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necessarily grate the heart perhaps of 
his patron the reigning despot. Ac- 
cordinglyin the East men of genius have 
turned their minds to fiction, and thus 
have rendered their well-told (stories 
equally instructing and entertaining as 
common history ; for while this with 
ns in Europe has been too often filled 
with obscurities, defects and contra- 
dictions, to the fables of the East we 
haje no such relations of events to 
oppose, as have appeared to other 
writers through different mediums : in 
history partiality fell* us one story, and* 
antipathy another ; hut in ftic relation 
of a ^professed fable it were idle to set 
one fiction in opposition to another. 

An Apologue 01 table was the first 
specimen, perhaps, of wit that man 
in his rude state made use of; and has 
been long esteemed in the East, be- 
cause of its peculiar safety in amusing 
the old and instructing the young, after 
they became polite. Theic indeed it is 
at this day as often ha^ recourse to, 
as it was in the days of a Lucmnn or 
an Esop. Like some fablists in Eu- 
rope, Orientalists pretend not to distuv- 
gu'uh between a story and a tale, ti# 
apologue and a fable, or an allegoiy 
and a parable, but like as they aie 
found in Sadi they are mingled indis- 
criminately j and they make — non tan- 
tum ferae, s^d etiam at bores — not 
only beasts, but even stocks and stones 
speak with a human interest and feel- 
ing, and render them the mediums'bf 
conveying the most sinking truths of 
common life, morality and prudence. 
Yet they consider that — 

Firfa, voluptatL causa, suut pm\i»r>si veris : 
Fictions to please should bear the face 
of ti utli ; 

and are accordingly most partial to 
the more natural commerce of human 
beings, as m^re consonant to histo- 
rical probability. They add i ess 
their apologues either to the under- 
standings or the passions, or- o both 
jointly. Those of Snai are chiefly 
preceptive, and contain but a single pic- 
cept or event. He tells us, — ‘ I 
never comndained of my wi etched and 
forlofn coramion, but on one occasion, 
when my feet were naked and I had 
Uot whore withal to shoe them. Soon 
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after meeting a man without feet, I 
was thankful for the bounty of Provi- 
dence to myself, and with perfect re- 
signation submitted to my want of 
shoes.’ Yet in his story of the Santon 
Jsarsisn , where different characters are 
conducted tlnough a variety of events, 
where a diversity of precept is intro- 
duced as applicable to the characters 
and circumstances, or where t he pas- 
sions are of course excited, the moral, 
however complicated, is recollected 
and cariied on without trouble or con- 
fusion. This stoyv is to be found ii 
No. 148 of tee Guardian ; and it forms 
the basis of that popular romance the 
Monk. The following is a veibal 
translation from the fifth sermon of 
Sadi, in which, with many ingenious 
and applicable stories, it is according to 
the cyiental custom quoted asa parable. 

is related, that among the chil- 
dren of Israel there was a holy man, 
of the name of Bnrslsa* who for forty 
years had lived apart from mankind, 
and detached from the woikl and 
its vaiit pursuits. He had spent his 
wholgr life jji counting his beads, and 
it* acts of piety, and in holding suppli- 
cation and intei course with the deity. 
r lhe appetite of inordinate desire lie 
had eradicated with the knife of self- 
denial, and the seed of godly zeal he 
had sown in the field of divine inspira- 
tion. Were you to soar into the othe- 
lial regions, till you brought the f/inth 
heaven into your view, or penetrate 
into ihe bowels of the earth till you 
saw the backs of the bull and tortoise, 
he possessed such probity, faith, and 
good works, as would weary the most 
eloquent tongue to detail them, and 
-commanded such praiscwoithy and 
excellent 'qualifications as would puz- 
zle the nicest fancy to unravel them. 
And evtfry year many thousands of the 
distempered and infnm, the sickly and 
ailing, would collect on the plain mound 
his cell, some covered with the leprosy, 
and blind from the mother’s womb, 
others hectic, dropsical, and jaundiced ; 
the wlfole would lav themselves under 
his cell ; and when the luminary os 
day w r ould display his glorious rv.-.p, fi- 
nance in the east, and ih» -nr * Mi 
the standard of lih ; ‘iu 



MISCELLANEOUS TRACTS. 


405 


face of the globe, then would BarsUa 
walk forth on the terrace of his cell, 
breathe a single breath of blessing 
over them, ami cure them in an instant 
ot all their disorders. Most wonder- 
ful of works, that publicly he shouVl 
have thrown open upon him the gate 
of such treasured benevolence, yet in 
secret was the arrow of separation laid 
on the bow of his rejection ; that at 
first he should outwardly appear a 
lovely picture, yet hiddenly was a 
carcase mangled with the sword of 
disapprobation ; and that to the eye 
he seemed, alas ! pune as virgin silver, 
yet internally was his intrinsic value 
debased with an alloy. In the exulta- 
tion ot his heart that wretched man 
would addre's himself and say, f Veri- 
ly who am 1 ?’ and stiuttmg vaunt ing- 
ly abroad exclaim, ‘ am I not a 
credit to God Almighty ?’ Little ‘Vas 
he in the mean time aware that it 
hail been recorded on the tablet of the 
last tribunal : ‘ thou meetest no ap- 
probation with me* ’ — Acts ii 23 In 
the piocesi of time the devil secreily 
was laying under the door of hi&(ceil a 
train of temptation and chain of* ma- 
chinal inn, that on some unpropit ious 
moment the thorn of bad luc k might, 
intentionally or not, entangle itself 
perhaps in the skirt of his garment. 
The wrath and indignation of the devil 
was dailygetting more inflamed against 
him, while the grove of his obedience 
to God blossomed fuller with good 
works ; till at length that the daughter 
of the reigning king fell illofsodun- 
gerous a malady, that all the faculty 
despaired ot her cure. And this dam- 
sel had three brothers, all of them 
goveruois ot distant provinces. And 
they all three cheamt on the same # 
night, that it behoved them to report 
then sister’s illness to BarsUa. # Next 
clay they communicated their di earns 
to one another, and their accounts 
agreeing in every circumstance, every 
one exclaimed to himself, * it is my 
dream precisely.* They accordingly 
proceeded to the capital, and took 
along with them their beautiful sister 
unto the holy man’s cell. Barsisa was 
occupied at prayer. — After he had 


finished, they intreated his assistance 
for their sister, and detailed to him 
their respective dreams. BarsUa said, 
‘ there is a stated time for supplica- 
tion, wlieu God is peculiarly propiti- 
ous to petitions j when that time shall 
come I will not he sparing of my pray- 
ers.’ Then the royal brothers 1th their 
sister in the charge of the holy man, 
and betook themselves unto the sports 
of the field. When the wily devil found 
they were gone, he said, ' now is my 
opportunity of plunging the faith and 
*oul of Barsisa s piolonged period of 
righteousness in the tempestuous ocean 
ot lust.’ Accordingly blowing a breath of 
stupefaction on the biain of that modest 
virgin, she staggered, and fell senseless 
to the floor, so ns to allow the holy 
man’s eye to catch a glimpse of her 
unveiled charms. The devil heaped the 
fuel of temptation on the fire of sen- 
suality, and the flame of concupiscence 
burnt fiercely throughout the saint’s 
flame j then did the hand of impe- 
tuosity and desire draw the mask of 
presumption and indifference over his 
heart and mind, so that the carnal 
appetite domineered, the machinations 
of’Satan commenced their operations, 
and the crime ot fornication speedily 
contaminated hi* body. At that junc- 
ture the devil made his appearance 
before the altar of his cell in the figure 
of an old man, and questioned the par- 
ticular* of what had befallen him. 
Barsisa related all that had passed. 
The devil replied, * O, BarsUa ! be 
of good djeer, tor sin is natural to 
man, the m£>st high God is merciful, and 
the door of repentance open ; yet were 
it prudent to keep this statement for 
the present a secret from hei brothers.* 

* Barsisa said, ‘Alas! alas! how can 
we daub the sun’s 01 bit over with clay, 
or hide the bright face of day from 
such as havee)es to behold it ?’ The 
devil replied, 4 that as lean teach you, 
O Barsisa ! may very readily be done; 
let the damsel be slain, and her body 
buried under ground ; and when the 
brothers return and enquire after her, 

) hi can tell them you were busy at 
prayer when she took her departure, 
and know not what became of liar.’' 
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Thus just ns the accursed devil had 
advised him, Barsisa murdered the 
princess, and carrying her body outside 
his cell, buried it under ground. Soon 
after the three brothers, courageous as 
liens, and nobly attended, ifiving re- 
turned from the hunt, presented them- 
selves before the hermit’s cell, and en- 
quiring for their sister, concluded they 
had only to ask his blessing, and take 
her away cured of her distemper ; but 
on not meeting her ready to attend 
them, they asked the hermit after her. 
He answered them verbatim as the devil 
had instructed him ; and, as a matt'er 
of course, believing what* so sanctified 
a man toid them, they took his bias- 
ing and their leave. They were pro- 
ceeding towards the city, and expecting 
every step to overtake their sister, 
when the evil-minded devil, having in 
the mean time tiansformed himself 
into a dccrepid old worn in, with a staff 
in her hand, and a handkerchief round 
her head, met them by the way. They 
questioned her and said, ' good wo- 
man, did you meet a lady on this road 
of such a figure and description V She 
replied, “ you are perhaps seeking the 
daughter of the reigning king *' They 
said, 'the same.’ The pretended old wo- 
man fell a weeping, and sobbed aloud. 
The brothers of the princess suspected 
all was not right. They added, ‘be cir- 
cumspect in what you have to state, 
for our minds ciuclly misgive us from 
what you have already insinuated.* 
The old woman gave a freedom tocher 
tongue and replied, 4 that personage 
whom you recommended Ho his care 
on setting forth on your sports, the 
hermit defiled j after that he committed 
murder on her body, arid has hid her 
under the place where he ptostrates,. 
himself at prayer.’ Then taking them 
along with her, she proceeded to the 
grave of their sister, which they dug up, 
and found the body fresh murdeied, 
and still weltering in its blond. Upon 
which they rent the garments from 
their bodies, and, in the grief of so hor- 
rible an event,cast ashes on their heads. 
After that they put a halter round Bar- 
sisa s neck, and led him towards the 
city 5 whtle a crowd gathered from all 


quarters expressing their astonishment 
how such a series of events could have 
come to pass. They then caused a 
gibbet to be erected, and brought Bar- 
sisa under it ; and, whatevei interces- 
sion the holy men of the city would set 
f on foot to get him released liom pu- 
nishment, they would not listen to 
theii solicitations, but had him hung 
upon the gallows in the most ignomini- 
ous manner ; and such as heretofore 
would have considered it as a blessing 
to catch the water he had used in his 
ablutions, and apply it to the same 
precious pul pose they would rose- 
water ; and would have esteemed the 
dust of his shoes as a collyrinm fit to 
be applied only to their eyes, were 
crowded round him with their skirts 
filled with stones, tnat they might 
liuil them at his head wiih curses. In 
tlu f s state of matters the devil presented 
himself before the gallows, under the 
figure of a reveiond old man, with his 
head illuminated with rays of glory and 
said, 1 O, Barsisa ! I am the God of 
this earth, and that is the God of hea- 
ven, iwhom you have served for a 
seripf of years, and who has permitted 
you to be overtaken with this calamity; 
and in recompeuce of such a continued 
and faithful obedience has left you to 
perish o'n a gallows ; shew me onlv one 
sign of adoration, that I may deliver 
you fiom so ignominious an exit. With 
a motion of Ins brow Barsisa 1 made a 
sign of worshipping the accursed- devil; 
when that instant a voice descended 
ftom the seventh heaven, announcing*, 
‘ Let this man perished as he is in tins 
world and the next, he utterly annihi- 
lated ; let his soul sink clown to hell, 
his caicase be cast unto the clogs, and 
his brain become the portion of the 
•fowls of the air.’ 

The abstract and substance of this 
apologue is, that God, wiio is Loid 
of all things, and who is peii'cctly 
just and supremely good, may express 
his displeasure on whom lie pleases ; 
and that man has no reason to com- 
plain, though — fr the last shall be first, 
and the first last ; for many be called, 
but few chosen.” Matthew xx. 16. 
“ What shall we say then ? Is there 
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unrighteousness with God ? God for- 
bid : — Even for this purpose have I 
laised thee up, that I might show my 
power in thee, and that my name might 
be declared throughout the earth ; — 
therefoie hath he (God) mercy, oij 
whom lie will ha\e mercy ; and whom 
he will, he hartlAelh.” Rom. ix. 14 
and IS. 

L’Estrange, Fable 217 — Folio Edi- 
tion, tells us: — ff After laughing at 
her toil all the summer, a grasshopper 
wanted to borrow some giam r uf an 
ant dining the winter.” “Tell me,” 
asks the ant, te what, yon did during 
the slimmer?” “ I sung replied the 
grasshopper. “ Indeed !" said the ant, 
“ then you may dance during i he 
winter.” In order to recommend and 
inculcate industry, Sadi introduces into 
the 1st sermon of his 1st llisallah, m 
the form also of a parable, the .'fol- 
lowing beautiful apologue. 

It is related, that a nightingale had 
built its nest on the bough of a rose 
bush in a garden ; and at the root of 
that same tree, a poor little ant hap- 
pened to dig itself a hole, and mai^ged, 
as it best ( ould, to stole with provision 
this wi etched hut of care. Day and 
night would this nightingale he flutter- 
ing through the rose bow # er, and 
tuning the baibut of its soul-deluding 
iiHb'C; and whilst the ant was homly 
occupied in iiulnstiy, that thousand- 
songed bijd would be fascinated with 
its own sweet melody, amidst the 
groves of this garden. The nightin- 
gale was whispering its secret to the 
rose, and that, full blo’> n by the morn- 
ing Zephyr, was ogling it in return. 
The poor little ant could not help 
admiring the coquettish airs of the 
rose, and the blandishments # of tlfc 
nightingale ; and incontinently saying : ( 
“ time can alone disclose what may 
be the end of all this coquetr^ and 
fuss.” When the flowery season of 
the summer was gone, mid the bleak 
cold of winter approaching, thorns 
succeeded to the roses, and the raven 
took the perch of the nightingale ; 
the storms of autumn came raging 
along, and the foliage of the grove was 
shed upon the ground ; the cheek of 


the leaf was turned yellow, and the 
breath of the wind was cold and chill- 
ing ; the gathering clouds pouted 
down hailstones like pearls, and flakes 
of snow floated like camphor on the 
bosom (A* the air. Suddenly the night- 
ingale returned into the garden, bur 
lie met neither the bloom of the rose, 
nor the fragrance of the hyacinth. 
And, notwithstanding his thousand- 
songeil tongue, he stood stnpilied and 
mute j for he could discover no flower, 
whose form he might ndmiie, nor any 
verdure, whose ficshness he might 
enjoy. The thorn addressed him, and 
said : — “ t) silly bird ! how long 
wouldst thou eouit the society of 4he 
rose? now is the season, that, in the ab- 
sence of thy mistress, thou must put up 
with the ‘■oul-rending bramble of sepa- 
ration.” The nightingale looked mound 
him (jn the uoild, but could no where 
discern any means of sustenance. Thus 
destitute of food, his strength failed 
him last, and in his helpless state he 
could in no way cam himself a live- 
lihood. He recollected himself, and 
said : — “ in former days an ant had 
her hut under this tiee, and was indus- 
trious in laving up for herself a store 
of grain. I will submit to her my 
wants, and in the name of good neigh- 
bourhood, and a sense of what is right, 
beg some relief; perhaps she may 
compassionate my distress, and bestow 
some charity upon me.” Like a sup- 
pliant the half-fanushed nightingale 
proceeded towards the door of the 
ant’s hut, and said : — “ Generosity is 
the harbinger of pi osperity, O capital 
stock of good luck ; unfortunately I 
was waiting my precious life in idle- 
ness, whilst thouwert making thyself 
a provision, and laying up a hoard; 
how considerate and good of thee, 
wouldst thou now spare me a little of 
it.” The ant replied “ Night and 
dav thou wert engaged in idle conver- 
sation ; and I was occupied indus- 
triously, and providing for a bad day ; 
one day thou wert distracted with the 
smiling blandishments of the rose, and 
the next, giddy with admiring the 
blossoming spring ; wert thou not 
aware that every summer htoUiU.tai!, 
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and every long and heavy journey a 
stage of rest and tranquillity ?" 

This familiar fable is a simple and 
forcible illust t avion of the principle 
of ptoduclive and unproductive labor, 
bo eloquently dialled by Adf*m Smith, 
in his Wealth of Nations. The 
industry of the ant was accumulated 
value, which she hoauled and preserved 
against the distresses and severities of 
the winter; but the song'of the night- 
ingale, though amusing for a time, 
left ho puniftion for the hour of need, 
and change of season ; it was neiili^r 
tangible nor transfeiablc. The laws 
of naiuie point out to man that ptac- 
fumble maxim o; Siinl Paid, Epli. iv. 
28. " If a man will not work, nei- 

ther shall he cat — nor is he rashly 
to trust to pwniclentc; fur, Acts xx. 

44 It is inure blessed (to bo able) 
to give than tu receive ; as it is >lu*wn 
by another apologue of Sadi, that : — 
“ no 1 u c is pleasing to God, but \Vbat 
is usefully employed." 

Bustju 11. lb. A holy man met a 
fox that had no feet, anclstopt in admi- 
ration ot the handiwork of God, say- 
ing to himself ; udunev does this 
ci eat me deuve a livelihood, or Wnv 
procure for itself food without hands 
and leet ? The astonished good man 
stood wrapt up in this thought, when a 
lion bounded bcdoie him holding a 
jackdll in one of his paw-. ; this 
w roiched victim saved thd Hon for a 
meal, and enough remained to satisfy 
the lux’s wants. Next day lie wit- 
nessed a like event come to pass, for 
it seemed lit to pioiidcivc thus to 
supply the fox with food , faith made 
the holy man’s eyes spaikle with hope, 
and he forthwith resolved to put his 
whole trust in God, saying, 44 hence' 
forwaid I will sit retired in a corner 
like an ant, for even an elephant 
cannot foice a livelihood by main 
strength.” Then for a length of timo 
he J-at with his chin leaning on Ins 
breast, and expecting how providence 
might supply him from his secret store. 
Neither stranger nor kinsman sym- 
pathised with his sufferings, when his 
sinews, bones, and skin, had shrunk 
Now that from sheer 


weakness of his body, 'he had lost all 
feeling and patience, a voice addressed 
him from the altar of his cell, saying : 

“ rise, O sluggard ! and be that destruc- 
tive lion, and mortify not thyself like 
the palsied fox : so exert thy industry, 
that thou mays! abound like the lion, 
for why should's Abou put up with 
leavings lik^s the fox ?” God thus be- 
stows his bounty on that his chosen 
servant, whose life becomes the medi- 
um of his fellow creaLufe’s well be- 
ing.”‘- 

In the slnnoivari Sohai/i , or Persian 
copy of Butpafcs fables, this story is 
told of a falcon and 100 k ; and in No. 
38 of the Adventitia*, Di. llaukes- 
U'orth has turned this falcon into an 
eagle, and joined to it not very natu- 
rally, Sadi’s fox : yet I know not 
tluougii what channel be reached them, 
hue the doctor is original, and most 
happy in all his oriental apologue-*. 

In the beautiful language of our 
Scriptures, life is often termed a pd- 
gi M.«ige ; and we tlkit ate passing 
thiuugh it, are called strangers and 
soj jij'iiLrs on this earth. In Pusallah 
1 1 tfl-rmun A , S idi tells ns : 

'‘That Noah, at the age of twelve 
bundled, was asked : “ how he, who 
was t In* oldest of the prophets, had 
found this woi Id ?” He lephed : “ like 
a house with two doors: — at one of 
w hie ii I entered, and shall soon leave 
ii by the other.” 

41 lake pii^um’s to tJr appointed place we 
to,l, 

The we,|.i\ an inn, and death's onrjour- 
n< > s end. * 

In No. 28t) °f •he Spectator, that 
liujdiuel, as Johnson styles him, of 
essay- vvr ping, ( slildhonj has, thiough 
*S.r Join 1 Chardin , copied with his usual 
taste and judgment, the following 
parable of Sadi on the Instability of 
this life. Ilissakih II. Sermon 4. 

One clay, Ibrahim Idham, king of 
Ualkh, was sitting in the porch of his 
palace with all his ministers and reti- 
nue standing by him in attendance, 
when behold ! a poor denis with a 
patched cloak, a scrip and a staff, pre- 
sented himself, and was making his 
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way into Ibrahim's palace. The ser- 
vants called to him and- said : “reve- 
rend sir ! whither art thou going ?° 
heansweied them : “ I am going into 
this inn 11 They said : “this is the 
palace of the king of Balkh,” The 
king desired they would allow him to 
approach; when' he observed: “ () 
dervis ! this is my palace, and no inn.” 
The dervis asked him : “ () Ibrahim ! 
whose house was ties originally ?” He 
replied : “ the house yt my grand- 
father.” “ And when he •departed 
this life, whose house was it ?” " J'vly 

father’s.” “ And whe;i thy father died, 
whose did it become?” <f It became 
mine.” “ And when thou also art 
gone, to whom will it belong r” “ To 
the prince, my son.” “ 'l'he dervis now 
said : “ O Ihiahim ! a home wiiich 
&ne man is after this manner tfntenng, 
and another quilting, may be an. mn, 
but is no palace or fixed habitation lor 
prince, or common man.” 

“ lVu l.iisaf^ but ae* then paits; and when 
tin y\c done, 

Souse idi i* v, win se or better, mount "th: ir 
till one.” \ 

s 

In No. 2()3 of the Spectator, Addi- 
son has again through durum, inn. 
Pu^ic.vol.IlI. Ibc), 4to. Am.it. en- 
riched his veiruculai language, by copy- 
ing the foliowing parable on Humility, 
from Smlfs Ruslan. IV. 2. It is 
understood in the K lit, that the peat 1 
is originally formed m the oyster, liom 
a drop of rain water having prev ioudy 
been caught by that animal. Con- 
formably with this idea : — 

“ As a solitary diop of water was 
falling from the sky, it blushed when 
it came to see the huge extent of the 
sea, saying to itself: * whole lhi*> 
ocean is, what place is left for me, # if 
that immense body of water he pie- 
sent, my god ! what an inconsiderable 
atom of matter am I ?’ Whilst it was 
thus reviewing itself wiih an eye of 
humility, an oyster took it into its shell, 
and nourished it with its whole soul ; 
fortune raised it soon into an exalted 
station, for it ripened soon into a pre- 
cious pearl, and became the chief jewel 
in the imperial crown of Persia.* 1 


The luxurious frequenters of an 
Eastern public bath, can, in their 
loiteiing idleness, diaw Satan with 
cloven feet, horns, and other features 
as hideous as the devil of our nurse- 
ries. Y$t, like Milton's, Sadis Satan 
was really handsome. 

u lb* above the rest 

In shape ami M.iti.iv,, pionrtly eminent, 
Stood tike a t^w ci : I, is Tor *m h ul vet not lost 
All her original bii^hi'ies^, nor appealed 
Ia^s than aicli antfrl liii.i’d, and in' excess 
Oi ilorj u bs; > i’ii 

In Bustan I. 6, Sadi says : — tc I know 
not where f read it in a book that a 
person saw the devil in a dream p he 
had the stature of a cypress, and the 
eyes ot a huri of Paradise, and his face 
was like ihe son encircled with rays of 
glory. lie gently went op to him 
and^aid: * Call this possibly be you; 
never did any angel appeal more hand- 
some or lovely ? Wh) should man- 
kmd make yo ar defo: mil) proveibial 
throughout the wot Id. while you can 
show them tins face which is splendid 
as a full moon } Why in the palace of 
our sovcieign the king, has the painter 
g*en you a distorted, ugly, and foi bid • 
-ding visage r 1 hev recognise your face 
wun honor and dngust, and represent 
jou on the walls of the public baths 
hideous to common decency.’ l'he 
ill-omened demon listened to these 
words, cli id replied to them in a vexed 
and exulting tone of voice, saying : 
f My well -disposed friend ! that is 
no likeness of me, for the pencil that 
drew it *vns held in the hand of an 
enemy. I routed mankind of old forth 
fiom Paradise, therefore, in despite, 
they now' paint me so ugly.’ 

My next quotation is from Bustan I. 

J 1 and introductory, to as well-turned 
and spirited an apostrophe as that of 
which Seneca, Sadi's favourite 
Latin author, tells us, operated so 
powerfully on the maternal feelings, and 
princely munificence of Octavia : yet 
the young and gay can best feel and 
enjoy it. 

“ Yesterday, I had my fill of 
wordly enjoyment, for claspt in my 
embrace; I held yon moon-faced charm- 
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er; verily, when I saw her head intoxi- 
cated with sleep, I said to her, the 
cypress, 0 my love ! is not so stately 
a« i atm 0 rt : wash for an instant the 
di • • • s ess of inebriation from the nar- 
ci’ us of thine eye, smile graciously as 
the lose, and whimper melodiously as the 
nighiingak* ■ why liest thou asleep, O 
mischief of the age ! rise and bring me 
that hf] nid ruby of thy lips for my 
drinking ?” — Looking towards me with 
a soul-maddening glar.tvshe roused her- 
self m reply; it mu art calling me 
mischief, yet foi boldest me to sleep.” 
Dunng the leign ot our enlightened 
sovereign, nobody can Witness any 
other waking mFJnef, but such as 
this f ! — 

The Italian poet Guarini, would 
seem to copy the above sentiment : 

u OcCi.i, st f lie ii i oi r.Ji 

Mim.mi Ht* imei m.iii 

Si* cliiusi mi’ areiijctr 

Appmi c’..c tt riu*'’*— 

Of the above eifht apologues, those 
of Biutisa, the Nightingale and Ant, 
Noah, and the Denis mistaking a 
palace tor an inn, are written in Per- 
sian piosej and those ot the Fox with- 
out feet, the drop of water, the beau/.y 
of Satan, and the compliment to his 
son eloign in musnosi or couplets : and 
I know not in which S,idi most ex- 
cels ; ior though I prefer pi ose, and 
piirticul.u ly his prose lelations of those 
fables, notwithstanding the two first 
have a tl.t->h of the Ibaum Rungin or 
florid style, yet hi*> narrative poetfy 
i» so familiar and easy , and the words 
donate so little from theif natural 
cidei, that it is equally perspicuous as 
the chastest prose. In contradiction to 
the alleged verbosity of modern Per- 
sian, let me state; that the apologue 
of the drop of water is told in live dis- 
tiches, and consists altogether, of fifty 
Persian words : and the same fable as 
related by Addison, No. 2 <)3, Spectator, 
and surely not prolixly, comprehends 
nearly three times the number of En- 
glish woids. Indeed, in my translation 
of Sadi’s works, I have often found 
myself complaining of the conciseness 
of the narrative, and prolixity of the 
preceptive parts : yet on all occasions 


the narratives will be found sufficiently , 
and distinctly detailed, the precepts 
included in the events, and the events 
related with such circumstances, as 
render their precepts succinctlycvident. 

I have amused myself with tracing 
'a coincidence of many of our apoph- 
thegms and tales, with the apologues 
and fables of Sadi. To this easy and 
familiar manner of writing, may justly 
apply that saying of the wisest of men : 

“ That theie is nothing new under 
the spu*:” iClethodus sola artificem 
ostendit. u Fables,” says Quintilian, 

" are, above all other literary compo- 
sitions, calculated to win the hearts of 
the vnlgar and illiterate ; who delight 
in pleasing fictions, and arc easily led 
away by a fascinating story.” We 
recollect to this purpose, the mutiny of 
the Plebeians, who in their rage again A 
the f Patricians, had seceded from 
Rome ; and their being brought bark 
by the fable of the belly and membra s j 
when, had any body preached the same 
doctrine, in direct terms, the incensed 
rabble, instead ot returning peaceably 
to theory, v raid probably have torn 
the idling orator into atoms. Tit. 
Liv : ii. 32. And w hen the Samians, 
were about to put to death a minister, 
who had abused the public trust, the 
counsel of Ls np could not be mistaken, 
when lie told them : — et A Fox would 
not sutler a swarm of flies, that had al- 
most satiated themselves by sucking his 
blood, to be driven away, because a 
new swatm might settle upon him, and 
drain the little blood he had left in Inn 
carcase.” Thus fables descend from 
one generation to another; and the 
same adventures, after making some, 
allowance for season, age, climate, 
planners and religion, cause the instruc- 
tion and dntertninment of successive 
and remote nations. For the earliest 
and best!, I would quote our own 
scriptures. Jotham’s fable of the trees 
choosing a king. Judges, ix. 8. and ] 5 . ; 
and that of the poor man and his lamb, 
are admirable, whether we regard the 
simplicity of the narrative, or the mo- 
rality of the application. 

The parables of Saci ed Writ, 1 re- 
vere, the apologues of Sadi and Nhu- 
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viiy I admire, but the fables of Esop 
and Phaedrus, of Fontaine and Gay, 
^iave too much of artifice, and too 
1 little of common life, to please me. 
They are still more objectionable 
where with our ancients and ourselves, 
the passions are made tiie actois ; ami* 
viitue, vice, and othci ideal objects, the 
persons ol the dianw*. : and more espe- 
cially wline the unchristian passion of 
tevenge, is often encouraged, as a 
principle* and inculcated as a practice. 
After perusing the sublime pages of 
Homer and Vugil, and the witty lines 
of Lucian and Ovid , what chaiacter 
can we give of their mythology ? As 
history it is absuid, as allegory inconsis- 
tent, and as a system of moiality, loose 
and immodest. In their intercourse 
with each other, and with mankind, 
then gods are represented as unjust in 
their dealings, mutable in their designs, 
pat tialin their favours, ignorantof events, 
domincei mg o\ cr the unfortunate, vin- 
dictive, and grossly insolent to all. 
Were the passions intended to be per- 
sonified, they ought to have been obvi- 
ous alonee, and not left like the 
U LJ Lesani Ghuib, or mystic language 
of Sufism, to betaken in a spiritual 
or carnal sense, as might suit the rea- 
der’s fancy. The Persians have also 
the Sh.ihnamah of Ferdusi, the Secun- 
der-namab of Nizami , and other ex- 
cellent hemic poems, which contain 
truer history, and are written with 
moic consistency, perhaps, than our 
nncic.'.ts, and certainly with less servi- 
lity than our modems of Europe, with 
ill'" exception o r our own Milton. 

Jf anothei L' E&tmuge should make 
n ( ollection of ancient and modern fa- 
bles, a •vcond folio volume might t bc > 
oollecud fiom the apologues of the 
cast, to which Sadi would contribute, 
perhaps, a half. — Wit is either^erious, 
or comic; and oncntalists deal more 
in the first than the last, for they put a 
higher value upon ail-apophthegm than 
a jest : they admire wisdom more than 
mirth, and we admite mirth more than 
wisdom : a wise saying, which they 
would greedily commit to witting, 
might pass unheeded by us ; while 
a jest would rous« our attention, and 


excite our applause. Is this owing to 
our being so // Ise, ns not to be electri- 
zed by a '/>.//: ol u i^dt.rn, or so jonlisfi 
as to be msu» i *b'e u» u, yfdcndour ? 
' ■»' O' cie feud of <i jest, the vulgar 

ot a coarse , . \ the polite uf what 
is delicate. But the u. 1 ■ don of an 

apophthegm enters deeper, 1 s more 
peimanent in its effects : then u re- 
qniies civilization and lefmement, 
when it Will reveal itself to the very soul 
of a great, and even excite that of a lit- 
tle man to virtue : like courage, a flash 
of this spec ics of wit, wdl smke fiom 
rftind to mind, and kindle throughout 
a whole nation the sympathetic hie of 
fellow^ sentiment. Above any othei 
ouentul wiitcr Sadi excels, in serfons 
humour, in his lelation of an apo- 
logue; and by scattering the flowers 
of apophthegms, over tin* path of wis- 
dom, has tendered his liustaw, Gulls - 
tan , 'hnd Ills dinks, instructive and en- 
tertaining. His vth Risallah, consists 
eniuely of maxims of advice, termi- 
nating in some lines of ■poetiy, in 
whichthe same apophthegm, is often put 
in a different point of view, and has ail 
epigrammic.il turn given to it : aLo 
the viiith chapter of his Gulls tan ; and 
iii? xxth. book of Khulisaat orimpuri- 
ties, consists, entirely of jests, and 
some of lliem of the gmssest, and most 
indelicate desci iption. Like the orange 
tree, of his native city of’ Shiraz, the. 
writings # of Sadi hear flowers and 
fruits, and equally gratify the intellect 
with nouiishment and fragrances at all 
seasons. Resides those books of pro- 
fessed apophthegms, 1 might give to 
half the apologues of his Bustan and 
Gulls tan y and the parables of his ser- 
mons, an epigrammical turn. 

Latvian, t lie Esoj) of the east, being 
asked, of whom heleimed wisdom, 
answeied of the blind, who feel belom 
they tread. 

Being again asked, of whom he had 
learned mantlets, he answered, of the 
unmanneily, by avoiding what he saw 
coaise and improper in their beha- 
viour. 

On another occasion, he remarks, 
Bustan ix. 2 : — It were better to cease 
to Jive, than to continue to live in sin. 

Being desired to expostulate w^th 
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gome highwaymen, who had plundered 
f he caravan, with which he travelled, 
he replied ; it were a pity tu waste 
upon them the admonitions of wis- 
dom. 

Being like Esop , of a tafvny com- 
plexion, L;n man was mistaken for a 
run-away slave, and sent a house-build- 
ing in irons. After a time, the real slave 
was found 5 and on the master apolo- 
gizing for what had befallen him, 
Lutman replied : “at home 1 have a 
slave, upon whom 1 often impose haul 
tasks, but, whenever I call to mind 
my late trouble ot brick-making, I am 
not likely to be severe with him 
again.” Bustan iv. 22. 

Sndi savs himself j “ Once I could 
not help feeling for a slave, who was 
observing, while his indulgent master 
was batignmi’.g for lus sale ; you may 
meet many a better sei\ ant, but 1 can 
never find so kind a master.” Luitan 
lii. 12. 

An ill-temnered gentleman had a slave 
still more \;.>k nt ihan iiunself, and a 
filend advised him rather to pait with 
such a slave iui nor long, than to put 
up with h’s ill humour. He replied : 
“ Iiis temper and dnpimhon are ^kii* 
enough, but my o v vn temper has been 
nr ich sweetened by i,uy mtci course 
iv uh him, for ever since i learned 10 
hear with him, I can put up with cveiy 
body's vi dome.” Busran iv. 1 J . 

A poor man's ass, having* stuck fast 
in a slough, and kept him all night 
exposed to the * old and r..:n, he kV a 
cursing both his t: u nds and foes, and 
did not spare even the reigning sovo- 
re gn, who happening to pass near him 
in the rimming, uv 01 heard w hat he 
was saying. The ro>al attendants 
were m expectation, that such a repio- 
baie would at least, have his tongue 
turn from ins mouth; but the h gh- 
limidcd print e, allowed Ins anger to 
subside, and oideied him some money, 
.a hor.se, and warm gumunr ; and a 
courtier having congratulated (he poor 
man on his lucky escape, he answered 
him, and said: — It in my giovtdling 
meanness I complained vexatiously, in 
his magnanimous beneficence, my sove- 
reign forgave me : it weie easy to re- 
compence evil with evil, but if a ge- 


nerous man you will repay good for 
evil " Bust. ii. 24 . 

The fourth hem'stich of the 0JI4 
ginal contains an Aiahian proverb, and 
a literal translation of Mv? *iw vvo 
xaxa a.\?.cc vbfot ip tcj cc.yo.Quj to koc.kov. 
Be not overcome with evil, but over- 
come evil with good. Romans xii. 
21 . 

A minister of state argued a point 
of business before Alexander the Great 
with firmness, when the king turned 
shji i#Iy round upon him anu asked : 
0 Are you not afraid of me ?” — He 
replied: “ why should I be afraid ? 
H,i> a man, conscious of his own righ- 
teousness, any occasion even to tear 
God ? A servant like m) self has to 
fear only tieachery on his own part, 
or tyranny on that of his lord • and 
your obedient feels himself secure on 
bo4h those scores.” Itisallah of ad- 
vice Lu piinces. 

4< < bid's holy will I nvciv 

And Icjuir.^ ha.n, disclaim all 1 flier fear.” 

Temperance and piety are highly 
commend kilo in kings, but not to such 
a severe degiee, ns to embitter ilieir 
own lives, and m ike their dependants 
unhappy. 

Such as arc not inclined to hurt, fear 
not any body : a scorpion is full of 
mischief, and afraid ot every living 
ci e.. tine Let mankind ponder on 
thecno.mil) of that t) rant's wicked- 
ness j the vvoild lemams, and he *.ul 
Iji> oppressed subjects have had re- 
spLCiuel) awarded to them their pu- 
111 -hments and lewarcK. 

That king’s fame shall never die, 
who left behind him a bridge, a re- 
*01 von, a Khan and a Mah.oan-seiay, 
‘or ‘nn hospital and place of lesoi t for 
ti’avelieis ; and if shows good sense in 
the ‘■uv^reign or subject, not to antici- 
pate lm icvci me of to-morrow, or to 
procrastinate bis business of to-day. 

A man left behind him an infant 
son, and a purse of gold ; and the king 
sent to the guaidian and demanded the 
money : accordingly, wrapping it up 
in the child’s bosom he sent him to the 
king with this message : “ the purse of 
gold is the property of this child, if 
you mean to take it, you must take it 
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from his own person, that you may 
again account to him for it on the day 
of judgment.” 

A vizier went to the prophet Jonas 
and asked his blessing, saying, <e Day 
and night I am occupied in the ser- 
vice of my prince. Imping for his 
favour, and dreading his displeasure.” 
The holy man wept and replied : tc had 
I fearei God, as you have done the 
king, I would long since have become 
one of the elect.” Gulistan I. 32* 
Thus Shakespeare ; 

u Had I serv’d my God with half the zeal 
I serv’d iny King, lie would not in mine age 
Have lei t me uaKcd to mine enemies..” 

It were an easy task to separate the 
soul from the body, but you cannot 
so readily restore life to him, whom 
you have murdered : prudence would 
dictate to yon caution in giving flight 
to the arrow, for if you let it once unit 
the bows you cannot bring it back.” 
Gulistan viii. C>5. 

Thus Cowley : 

» 

l€ Kfi'-v O were the livim: to have da ; n, 

Rut bring them, it* you cun, to lite again : 
The anow’s shot : maik ’now it cut' the ail. 
Try H‘»vv to hi iiig it back, or 4a v it there ; 

Th it way impatience sent it, but thou’lt 
find § 

No track of it, a l as ! is left behind !” 

Gold is extracted from the earth by 
digging in'*) its bowels, and is torn 
from the grasp of misers by digging 
out their souls : misers spend not their 
money, but watch it with solicitude, 
saying that hope is preferable to waste j 
next day, behold ! to die joy of then 
enemies, their gold remains and they 
have departed this life without having 
enjoyed it. Gulistan viii. 3. • 

Thus Tope : 

“ Da>» Vd to the mine's, an equal fate bc- 

tn‘< s 

Tito :<[d\ i 1 that digs it (gold,) and the slave 

# The rich miser, and his hoards of 
gehl and silver, ;ve like the t dismanic 
charm** standing as a sennnel over a 
hidde-n tieasure j the re foie is his gold 
remaining unplundered for years, be- 
cause this talisman is shaking its head 
ever it like a snake ; when God is. 


pleased all at once to break this charm 
with the stone of death, and his heirs 
are left to portion out his wealth at 
their Insure'. Bnstan ii. 2Q. 

The hypocrite is solely taken up 
about his sweet self, for he draws the 
veil of self-conceit across his own eyes. 
Were God to bestow upon thee, O vain 
man ! his all-searching eye, thou 
wonld’st Fee none more pitiable than 
thyself. Gulistan ii. / . 

Thus Young : — 

“ Mr av’ifs soa email saves all human brunet 
but him^tlf# 

That hideous sTJit, a naked unman heart.” 

• 

Sadi says: — 1 have heard that a 
respectable man had delivered a sheep 
from the clutches of a wolf: and that 
same night he was sticking a knife into 
its threat, when the spiiit of the sheep 
repioached him and said : “ thou 
snat°hedest me lrom the fangs of a 
wolf, and behold in the end thou hast 
proved thyself a wolf.” Gulistan ii. 31. 

Dr. Walcot says - } 

u T cannot meet the lambkin's asking cyp, 

IV^t Ins suit chick, and fill iu> mouth with 
food, 

Then say, "'or rvi uins comcth thou shalt dir. 

And die**c!i the kuivc- of hulchcis wstA 
tiiy blood.” 

Having redeemed from c-tpti- 

viry will) the Franks at r J Vi poly, hi** be- 
nefactor moi cover bestowed upon him 
his daughter in marriage, with a downy 
of a buildup dinars j and this proving 
a termag.mtf taun’inglv asked him ; tf if 
he was not the fellow her father had 
released fiom captivity foi ten dinars,” 
“ yes,” replied Sadi only to cast me 
fnto captivity with thee for a hundred.” 

An unjust king asked Sadi ; “ how 
can I employ myself better than in 
prayer ?” lie replied : “by laying in 
bed till noon, that mankind may din- 
ing that short interval be released from 
thy tyranny.” Whrn Kolia is intro- 
duced by Elvira for the pm pose of as- 
sassinating Pizairo, In 1 discovers him 
asleep and exclaim*. : “ This is the dis- 
turber of our peace : can this matt 
really sleep ?” 

A wicked man blushed on reflec- 
ting on the righteousness of his pious 
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neighbour, when this asked him, 
“ are you not ashamed of your own 
accord ; for omniscience is every where 
and at nil times pioenr, nod jet you 
aie only ashamed at knowing, that I 
may chance to hear of yom wicked-' 
ness.” lii stan ix. 24. 

A veaiy tiaveller was lamenting 
the hardships of his journey, when his 
heavy-laden ass made answer : 11 Whe- 
ther you are blind or deaf, or whatever 
be your mishap, thank Clod that you 
area man, and not a br.i ihcn-bcming 
ass like me. Jinst. viii. 12. 

Loid Mansfield's allegation that, in 
special cases of calumny, the truth of 
a'libel is no palliation ot the offence, 
was not unnoticed by Sadi : t( Y/hcn 
you are indiistiious in noting another 
man's failings, though it be truth you 
are reporting, it is nevertheless a libel.” 
And again His sins were hur- 

r)ing a wicked man to hell, for the 
cup of his life oveifiowed, and the 
black Tccoid of his infamy was filled ; 
another person by libelling followed 
close behind him, and was .saying; 
God forbid he should go alone to hell.” 
Bustan rii. 1 1 and 1 j. 

On the following subject our ] Iis- 
torian Gibbon has nude a moral re- 
ilection, and S.idi a pun : — A skull 
is supposed to rLe Irom the bed of a 
liver, and say : “ Oncol held in my 

hand the sceptre of a at h» u it v> and wore 
on my brow the diadem of so\ eieignty : 
50 long as my siars shone propitious, 
and fortune was my companion, I 
seized lrnc with the arm mi uetoiy : 

J had become ambitious also of subdu- 
ing Carmania, when behold the car- 
mail or worm-, seized upon my own 
brain.” lie can likewise mingle mo-, 
rality with his conceits and quibbies : 

During his travels Sadi met Khau- 
jah Humam, a contemporary poet, a 
native of the place, at the publick bath 
at Tubreir (T.uins ) r \ lie latter asked 
him, whence he came. He replied from 
Shiraz. “ It is singular,” .said Hu- 
mana,” that in my city ihe Shirazians 
should be more than the clogs and cats.” 
" In my city,” replied Sadi, “ it is tire 
reverse, for tlieie ihe Tubreirians are 
less !” — Like many *ot his townsmen 
Sad : was K-id : Hmit'iii', tijiuii’j f ■ i ^ 


brass ewer, he was using as is custom- 
ary in oiiental ablution, upside down, 
asked Sadi : Ut how comes it that the 
bead of a Shirazian should resemble 
this utensil ?” Sadi promptly answer- 
ed him by presenting his own with the 
empty unit tit onwards : “ Why is the 
head of a Tubiian so very like this r” 

A merchant said to his son ; “ let 
not any body know, that I lostn thou- 
sand dinars by a late speculation.” 
“ Why ?” replied the boy. “ be- 
cause,” said the father, “ I shall in 
that case suffer a two-fold evil, the 
Jo. ->s of my money and the reproach of 
my neighbours.” Gulistan iv. 2. 

A learned man was upbi aided for 
failing to controve.t an atheist. He 
said : “ my knowledge is that of sa- 
cred writ, and the traditions and reve- 
lations of our holy prophets ; to which 
he gives no credit, and l can listen no 
longer to his blasphemy.” Gulistan 
iv. 4. — He acknowledges his igno- 
rance, who before anothei has conclu- 
ded his argument can interrupt it with 
somfthing of his own. The cabinet 
council v4ferc debating some important 
question, and the prime minister fitting 
silent ; one* of them asked, why lie 
did not otfei his opinion ? So long 
as you aie right.” lie replied, “ it were 
folly in rpe to interfere.” — Some of 
the courtieis asked him : tC What se- 
cret was that the king ju^st commu- 
nicated to you, for he never tells any 
of us?” he replied: 11 he communi- 
cates with me, because he knows that 
I shall not betray him : why then can 
you ask me ?” 1 Gulistan iv. 8. 

Sadi says, “ I complained to a young 
fiienel, who had got married since we 
last met, that he had lost his cheei ful- 
ness. He answered : “ since I be- 

came the father of children, I ceased 
to phi) the child.” Gulistan vi. 4. 

An old man was asked why he did 
not rnairy He said : “ as I feel my- 
self no a (fee lion for old women, how 
can I expect a young woman to U m 
love with me.” 

A learned man toi k n - . i'" 

instruct a noblcn d 

very weak inn ‘ 

notl * c 
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make him a wise man, and if I go on 
much longer, he is likely to make a 
fool of me/* Gul. \ ii. 1. If you 
covet the heritage of your father make 
yourself master of his business; for 
you may squander the patrimonial* 
estate in the course of a few days. 

A fellow applied to a htrse-doctor 
to cure him of bad eyes who prescrib- 
ed the same medicine for him as he 
would for a quadruped ; anJ the biped 
becamejUind. On complaining Jo the 
Kazy, this decreed : “ he could have no 
redress ; for if he had not been an ass 
he would not have applied to an ass 
doctor ." Gul. vii. 15 

The son of a rich man was observ- 
ing to that of a dervis : “ my father's 
tomb is built of stone, the epitaph 
written in gold, the lining maible and 
tessilated with torquoise, and that of 
your father is only a few bricks de- 
mented with clay." The poor boy 
answered him : rf I pray thee* peace, 
for before your father can stir himself 
under this heavy load of stone, mine 
shall ha\e risen up to heaven.'* Gul. 
vii. 19. 

They asked a Siagush, why he ‘fol- 
lowed the lion. He replied to subsist 
upon his leavings. Arid why do you 
not approach him nearer and'become 
his intimate friend ? Then I should 
no longof be secure against his all-de- 
vouring fury.” Procula Jove, proeul a 
ful mine* «Gul. i. 1(5. A prince com- 
plained, that an officer’s son had called 
him names. The king said : “ it 
were charity, O my son ! in you to 
forgive him ; but if you cannot sto- 
mach that, call him names in return ; 
but take heed, that in doing so, you 
do not exceed the bounds oi the pro- 
vocation, because then the •damage, 
would rest with you, and the com- 
plaint with him.” Gulistan i. 37. 

At an entertainment given him by 
the king, a holy man said a long grace, 
but scarcely eat any thing. On reach- 
ing home, he desired his son tp get 
' him something to eat. This was a 
shrewd lad : “ perhaps fa* her I 5 >u 
eat little or nothing at the king's?” He 
said : “ in his presence I bai ely eat 
what would dome good.” u Then,” 


replied the boy ; “ repeat a long grace, 
that nothing be omitted that can pos- 
sibly do you good.” Gul. ii. (j. Sadi 
complained to his ghostly guide, that 
somebody accused him of lascivious- 
ness. “'Shame him,” said he, 4 • by 
your continence.” ii. 23. 

A king asked a holy man • “ Aie 
you ever thinking of me r” “ Yes,” 
replied he, ‘‘ when I can forget God, 

I may think of thee.” All night a 
man sat weeping by his sick friend, 
next morning that man died, and his 
siitk neighbour recovered. 

Sadi iold e holy friend, who had 
complained to him of the impel tinent 
intrusion of his visitors ; “ to borrow 
money from the rich, and lend it to the 
poor, and he might not see either 
again.” A physician said : t( a hun- 
dred drachms of food is sufficient to 
support you, but if you exceed that, 
you will have to support it.” Gul. iii. 
4. 

To an huge fellow, who was stoim- 
ing with passion, Sadi observed : <f you 
can carry a stone of a thousand pound 
weight, but cannot bear with a single 
angry word.” 

The king of Persia sent a skilful 
physician to attend upon Mohammed; 
and, aftei *01110 time he complained, 
that nobody consulted him. The 
prophet said : “1 and my people 

eat, when we aie hungry ; and leave 
off with an appetite.” The physician 
replied ; “ that accounts for your 

health.” And he made obeisance, and 
took his leave. Gul. iii. 2. 

Swift, Sferne, and other wits of the 
last and preceding age, could lelish 
indecency and nastiness ; but it is 
ct editable to the present generation, 
that they have no taste for such gmss- 

II css. 

This was not, however, the case in the 
age and country in winch Sadi flon- 
ii*hed, any more than it was in the 
early penods of our own hreraiy his- 
tory. The woiks, not only of that 
author, but ol many. Other Peisi.m 
poets, and moralists, afford but too 
numerous instances of the coarsest 
indelicacy, both of thought nnd ex- 
pression. Nor is it in the Khubis.it, 
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or book of avowed impurities* of 
Sadi alone that the violations of de- 
cency appear. They too often dis- 
grace even his most beautiful and in- 
structive compositions ; n« j yther his 
Gulistan nor Bostan being entirely 
free from them, though these are books 
universally used in schools, and ad- 
mitted even into the Haram. 

For such passages ^ nudi enim 
sunt, recti et venusti, ornne ornatu 
orationes tanqum veste i'etracto : how- 
ever much repugnant to the cleanlier 
manners and decenter ideas of our 
present times, the best apdlogy I could 
offer is the simplicity of heart apd ua- 
keefness of diction of Asiatic poets; 
who too often present us with rude 


images and gross sentiments, but we 
had best copy on such occurrences 
what some of our regular clergy do in 
meeting some passages in our old tes- 
tament, and skip over what the stand- 
ard of our present taste might consi- 
der as indelicate. Yet : — horresco re- 
ferens — I must not overlook another 
disgusting propensity, to which Sadi is 
accused of alluding with a levity, if 
not a criminality, that is highly re- 
prehensible. It is too serious Subject 
to touch lightly on here ; and I devote 
another section of his life to this spe- 
cial discussion, wheie I endeavour to 
exonerate him in some measure from 
the heavier part of this charge. 


« 

A Route .from Madras to Sirongk by Hyderabad and Hus sin gal' ad — Mea- 
sured distance by the Perambulator, and as marched by General Close’ * 
armyfiom Pan door na back to Jaulna . 

[The subjoined otieinal communication will I?* 1 read with much crest, and, if we have 
not imbibed an erroneous impression of its nil lit, 'with some advantage. It conveys 
considerable useful infoiniatjon of a country, not-otb.n truvciscd by Europeans, with 
sonic hbloiical facts, and ciiomi^tuirt^, hitheito rot commonly known. The first part 
©f the Route, to which it relate*, miming through the piovinrcsof the East India com- 
pany, or boidcring teri Kories, is net on that account paitieularly described, but tin* 
detail and interest increase together, as it proceeds— We know not to wuoni we are 
obliged for this favoui ,but wc aie not ignorant of its worth.] 


From Madras 

M. 

R 

Warapclly 

. . . 1 8 «i 

O 

To Goomrapundy 

..27 

o 

Cross tiie Kistna, and enter 

the 

Nayrpett 

.. 17 

4 

nizam’s territory. 



Goodoor 

-h 18 

0 

Muiralgoodum 

. . . 15 

0 

Venkatachlum’s Choultry 13 

4 

Tcepeity 

... 16 

0 

Nellore 

. 10 

2 

Nclgoonda 

... n 

o 

Cross the Pennaur river. 


Gopally 

... 18 

6 

Alloor 

.. 1 6 

5 

4 Narra inpoor 

.... 9 

4 

Mawuldroog 

. 13 

7 

»■ SangrTrum 

15 

0 

Kurair 

. . 21 

4 

Hvatnagur 

8 

o 

Wolloor. . . 

. . 16 

0 

Hyderabad ^ 

8 

O 

Bedropollum 

, . 22 

0 

Cross the Moosa 

river. 


By Ongole. 



Gtitchie Buwrie 

... 11 

7 

Ardingy. . . „ 

.. 7 

6 

Begumpe't 

....17 

2 

Gopurpaud 

.. 8 

3 

A latge village, a few 

miles beyond 

Eumpchurloo 

.. 21 

0 

which you cross the Manjoura river. 

' Naciicull 

. 12 

4 

Jougiepett 

... 20 


Bramanapelly 

. . 15 

0 

A large and populous village. 



* This i p a kind of jest book which Sadi condescended to compose, and to which a 
jrery appropriate title ha* been given ; but whether by himself, or the editors of bis work* 
Is uncertain, Lhmvpi the foimcr is most pi obablc. . 
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Burgapelly. 15 1 

Pitlum 18 7 

Bisconda 15 4 

Digjoor 34 3 

Silgeera 1(3 3 

Capsie 20 3 

Nandair 11 2 * 

A large walled town, on the N. 
banks of the Godaveri ri\er: there 
is a Seik college established theie. 

Curunda 21 4 

Nundapoor 15 2 

Hinglah 12* 7 

Pally gaum 16 2 

To Bassum, cross t|ie Gunga river, 
six miles distant from it. 

Bassum 13 O 

A large town. 

Saoloo 20 4 

Kerinja 21 O 

A large walled town and jaghire of 
Sooban Cawn, and a line tank # of 

water. 

H ingin wady 18 0 

A good village, and small stream of 
water, which has its source in the 
town of Kerinja, runs N. and E. to 
the Godaveri. • 

Omeiawtu 21 0 

A large fortified and trading town. 
From three miles beyond H ingin wady, 
on the Omerawtu road, after passing a 
small table land, the small streams 
you meet with take a westerly course 
to the Taptie. 

Tcusa.JN. village 24 0 

Six -miles beyond this, on the road 
to Sangwie, you cross the Werda, 
into the Nagpoor district. 

Sangwee, M. village. ... 26 O 

Eighteen miles on this road you 

ascend the pass to Sang- 

wie, which is situated on a good 
stream of water, running S. and E. 
into the Godaveri ; but a smalf village.* 
Neither the ascent nor descent of this 
pass is diiRcult. * 


417 

Nukair 2 d O 

Nine miles on this road you cross 
the Werda to Amnair, ^belonging to the 
nizam, and immediately afterwards re- 
cross it into the Nagpoor country. 

Pandcjprna 9 0 

A Mahracta village, on a 9mall 
river : runs to the Inderowtu river, 
which joins the Godaveri. 

Barooly* 15 4 

To this yon ascend the Barooly 
ghaut, not difficult, to a table land, 
where the thermometer fell twelve 
decrees. The source of the Werda is 
two miles N. of Barooly. 

Multie, of Multappy. . . .^13 5 

Sikarie 11 $ 

Batool 10 5 

A large fortified village and tank, 
the source of the Taptie, which the 
word indicates : mull-spring, in Per- 
sian. # To Batool you descend a small 
pass : from Barooly to the pass is a 
table land, undulating, free from trees, 
and apparently well cultivated with 
wheat, sugar-cane, Bengal gram, and 
other Pulses — Batool is a populous 
place, situated in a very fertile valley, 
near the ancient Kusba of Kureem, 
now, destroyed, three miles distant. 

Neempaney 16 5 

Shapoor 8 7 

From Batool you have a gentle as- 
cent into a jungle, which continues to 
near Shapoor, ‘l\ miles short of which 
you descend a ghaut, pretty difficult, to 
Shapoor, a small village, open, on a 
fine*river, runs to the Nurbudda. 

Bora river, no village. ... 8 2 

No village g 5 

Sindkair 14 O 

From Shapoor you again enter a 
wood, with a very small ascent, to 
jwithin seven miles of Sindkair, where 
you meet with another descent into 
the plain which borders the Nurbudda. 
The pass is intricate and narrow, but 


* From Barooly to Sindkair is generally known by the name of Cioondwana. One of 
their principal chiefs who resided at Deogur, which lays about forty miles N. and E. from 
Pandoorna, was conquered by one of Aurcngzebe's generals, and carried prisoner to 
Delhi, where he got his country back on embracing the Mussulman faith, and got the 
title of Boorahan Shah. His descendants were conquered by Roonsla, and the family 
are now prisoners at Nagpoor. Though turned Mussulmen, it is atill thought an honour, 
by the other Goond chief, to be connected by marriage with that family. The thermo* • 
meter, in January, when exposed, after ascending the Barooly Ghaut! varied in the 
morning from 06 to 58 and 40 , but in the mid-day rose to about 80 . 

Vo 1 . 12. E e • • 
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not difficult, without an army is much 
encumbered with baggage, for there 
is no descent intcf the plain but by the 
road. — Sindkah' is a ruined village on 
the plain. 

Hussingabad *11 3 

* On the S b.:nhs of the Nurbudda, 
is an e!J £ v>,r falling to decay; 
cro>-.d tat ;*• ■.£ B ;<.e miles west, at a 
gor' i '.V, .‘..-itMiy, ‘l\ feet deep, 

and encamped on its northern banks, 
nearly opposite the fort; a range of 
hills 1 mining along its northern banks, 
and thick jungle to the bank of tl e 
river. 

Godaviah Nulla Bopal.. . 4 4 

r Chawka 7 4 

To this yoa ascend a pass, with a 

very gradual ascent, and continue on 
a table land, covered with wood, till 
within three miles of O rural], when 
you have a small descent into a ml ley, 
to the westward of which, distant 
about fourteen miles, lies Bopal, by 
which route, and Hi Isa, general God- 
dard came with his army to Hussinga- 
bad. on his route to Guzerat. 

Omvah 8 5 

(Jmriah 3 0 O 

The direction of this march, E. and 
N. through tlie valley. 

Bimchoae, direction N. 

anil W >. 17 O 

To this place, all the road thick 
jungle till within one mile and a half 
of Bi inch ode, when you descend a 
*niall pass into a narrow valleys to 
the westward is seen, distant five 
miles, the hill fort of ltayeen, belong- 


ing to the Bopal rajah. * 

Perorcah, W. and N. ... 13 O 
You pass close under the N. end of 
the hill fort of Raycen. 

Amachwaur, N 10 4 


Two miles N. of Bilsa, a large for- 
tified town of Scindia’s, on the Baitwa, 
or Baitwuntie river, a fine large 
stream, which takes its rise from a 
large tank near Bopal. The Bopal 
frontier comes' within three miles of 
Bilsa. The country here is open and 
well cultivated. 

Soomuair 8 4 

You cross a stoney river, which, 
running to your left, join^ the Baitwa. 

9 , Gunge, Bissouda 17 O 

Two good villages, ou the Baitwa, 


given by Scindia to a female of the 
Boonsla family, .as pawn -villages. 

4>cher 13 *6 

At Gunge Bissouda you cross the 
Baitwa : a good ford. 

Sironge ...» 10 4 

A large open town, with appear- 
ance of former grandeur, and greater 
population, situated in a fine open 
country, well cultivated. Its bazars, 
afc present, are very strong, built of 
stone, on an elevation of four feet 
abovetye street. There is still stand- 
ing a large caravansera — a double 
row of pillars, and walled all round. 
This district was given by Holkar to 
Ameer Khan, about the year 1804, 
and gives him about five lacks of ru- 
pees annually. L is rated in the 
Ayeen Akberry at about 27 lacks. 
From this place to Boreah (5 m. 3 /.) 
wa» the utmost extent of general 
Close’s procedure north, and the route 
detailed hereafter is his return, by 
a more easteily route, to Jaulna, b 7 
Hussingabad, Boorahanpoor, and the 
Aj untu Pass ; from Hussingabad to 
Boorahanpoor is the route marched by 
general Goddard. 

Borcv.Ii, course northerly. 5 3 

Mahanda Kaidee, E. & N. 12 O 

Serivwadao 5 4 

Kolun, on the Narrain R. 2 1 

Seerwyc, E. and S 9 1 

On the south banks of the Baitwa 
river. This country, from Sironge, 
is an open plain, well cultivated ; but 
villages mostly in ruins, from the fre- 
quent incursions of the Pindaries. 


Bassouda, Gunge, S. 8 0 

Soomuair. lfi 2 

Amachwar, near Bilsa, . O' 6 

Yairawadoo, S. and K. ... 18 1 

On the Naiwund river. 
Bagwana, southerly 13 5 


Six miles short of Bagwana, you enter 
again that belt of jungle, north of 
Nurbudda, and which continues to 
Barie. • 

Bprkhaida, on the Barna 

river v Q 3 

Two miles east of this lies the Fort 
of Chowkygur, on a hill not very 
high. It had, early in 1810, been 
besieged by the Boonsla's army, and 
taken by storm from the Bopal Raja, 
and- Meer Khan’s people, and was at 
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4ig 


that period in the Mahrattas posses- 
sion. 

Earie. 8 3 

A fort, which as Chowkygur was 
taken by storm, situated on the Bama ■ 
river, running East into the Nurbudda, • 
and at the foot of the range of moun- 
tains on which Chowkygur is placed. 
There is a detile to come out of the 
mountains within two miles of Barie, 
not ddbcr.lt. 

Sunkair 14 4 

N banks of the Nurbudda ri\*er. 

Bunkair 1 0 

S. bank*. 

Silarie, course W. andS. 13 ^ 

B.ibhy 14 O 

N(2arthis you cross the Towa river, 
running N. into the Nuibudda, four 
miles East of Hussingabad, a broad 
bed of sand, but shallow and very low 
banks, it rises in the Goond hills, S* of 
Hussingabad. 

Hussuigabnd, W. and N. 7 0 

Doolooriah, W 14 1 

Five miles short of this on the left 
of Southern side, lavs buried, Mr. 
Wcbbe, resident at Scindia’s Zourt, 
when that chief lay encamped there. 

Sewney 15 2 

Cotra 13 1 

Encamped on the Western* bank of 
a good river, which forms the Western 
boundary of the Boon&la’s territory ; 
the village of Cotra belongs to Boonsla 
on the Eastern banks j the Southern 
one belongs to Scindia ; the river 
runs North into the Nuibudda, from 
the Gnona hills. 

Hurda, W. and S 17 7 

A good village, small river and fort, 

country open, and well cultivated. 
From Hui da to Charwa, is wood and 
jungle, without inhabitants 4 a very 
good road, made, as reported, byAuren- 
zebe, as a grand road of communica- 
tion between the Deccan and Hindoos- 
tan. At Charwa you meet with a fort 
of four angle bastions, near to a very 
fine stieam of water, from thence to 
four mites beyond the Baum river, you 
.meet with no signs of inhabitants. 
At that place is Pipload, a large uud 


fort. 

Matchnair river, S 12, 6 

Charwa 9 2 

* E 


Goorahpatcha river. . 

.. 11 

3 

Chinipoor 

... 7 

6 

Jammary 

.. 13 

O 

Baum river; 

... 7 

5 

Sea wull 

...17 

6 


To Se^wull you meet with some 
difficulties on the road, such as nsrrmfr 
roads and windings round small hills, 
with deep ravines and jangle 3 Sea- 
wull has been a large town, from which 
you see. distant about eight miles, the 
hill fort of As&urghur, in a W. and S. 
direction. 

• Nusscrabad, S. and W.. . 13 6 

From Sei^vuil to Nusserabad, the 
road is very indicate by the numer- 
ous ravines yon meet with, by which 
ail that country is cut, carrying 
their waters into the Taplie, on the 
Northern banks of which the road 
lays. Great trouble has been taken 
with •this road in cutting through the 
different ascents you meet with, which 
renders it very tedious for an army 
with much baggage, to pass that way, 
as there is no load for the baggage to 
the right or left. 

Two miles S. of Bcora- 

hanpoor, at Shapoor. . 10 O 
Three miles short of Boorahanpoor, 
you cross the Taptie at a very good 
ford, the Southern bank a little steep ; 
the city of Boorahanpoor, like the 
generality of towns in India, is falling 
fast to decay, for want of a govern- 
ment that* will protect them. Shapoor 
is ^icar enough to the Taptie tor an 
army to water, it is a decayed village. 


Antoojly, S. and W\... 

• - 7 

7 

Hatul&i 

.. 17 

3 

Yaiootic 

.. 16 

6 

Samoorud 

10 

1 

Furdapoor 

.. 16 

I 


From Shapoor to Furdapoor, is a 
fine open country, and good roads. 
It was at Samoorud where Scindia’s 
army lay, after his defeat at Assaye, 
on col. Stephenson making his appear- 
ance at the head of the Adj until Pass, 
at the foot of which, on a small river. 
Jays Furdapoor, a small and weak l'ort; 
near Furdapoor, the Nizam’s boun- 
daries commence ; F urdapoor belongs 
to him. 

Ajuntu, S.anJE 4 4 

At the head of the Pass, a w^lWjl 

2 
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town, but not strong ; the road up the 
ghaut is pretty steep, but well made. 

Wankry 12 0 

Codallah 10 2 

Small village on a fine river, three 
miles distant from Assaye, wj\ich lays 
to the eastward. 

Langaum 15 2 

Jaulnah 17 1 

The head quarters of the Hyderabad 
subsidiary force, formerly a place of 
great trade and opulence. There is 
a town on one side of the river, and 
a fort and town on the other. From 
Aiuntu to Jaulnah, the country open, 
and road very good. 

Kurlah 15 3 

Shirtoor, 15 3 

Little water. 

Sittoonah 11 3 

Wells, between Sittoonah and Pupul- 
gaum, lies Seeloo, a large a .id populous 
village belonging to the Paishwa, and 
between Pupulgaum and Manda Kuda, 
lays Mahaotie, a large village belong- 
ing to the Nizam. 

Pupulgaum 13 0 

Manda Kuda 18 (5 

Dightanah 13 3 

Kair 7 J 

S. banks of the Godaveri, a large 

fortified town. 

Saoorgaum . 12 2 

Rajoorna 12 3 

Hultie 12 l 

Oodgherry »13 1 

A populous village $ fort and Cyprus 
garden ; a Jaghire. 

S. Banks (Vlanjera river.. 18 O 
Pass through Moorg, a lar^e village. 

Hulburga 17 1 

Eight miles on the Konapoor road, 
you pass the large village of Bulkie. 

Konapoor 5 7 

Half way to Goonjetta you pass close 
to the town of Biedu. 

Goonjetta 18 3 

Jallapelly 13 O 

Yaimpelly, S. and E. . . . 11 4 

Deserted. 


Cundy 14 6 

Puttencheroo 11 3 

Large village and tank. 

Durga 13 3 

Hyderabad 9 O 

Shumrabad, course S.. . 1 1 0 

A Jaghire, fort, and good garden. 

Nundygaum 14 3 

Riacul 9 6 

Itajapett 10 2 

Alloor 11 2 

Gunpoor 11 7 

An old decayed fort, belonging to 
the family of the Nabob of the Carna- 
tic, given as a Jaghire by Nizam ul 
Mulk. 

Chintaacui 13 ^ 

Paungul. 11 5 

A hil? fort. 

Paugtoor 16 O 

A Jaghire belonging to the family of 
Am^en Saib, Arab, under the Nizam, 
on the Southern banks of the Kistna. 

Kurnool 14 O 

The place of residence, and Jaghire 
of a Patan chief who has foi lifted it. 
He is of the same family, concerned 
in the death of Nazir Jung at Pondi- 
cherry, brought about by Dupleix ; he 
is now under the company, whose Nor- 
thern boundary is the Toombudra 
river, which joins the Kistna a few 
miles below. 

Cheroobulgul, S. and W. 25 O 

Yemanaganoor 13 4 

Koatcul , 9 O 

Adoni 9 O 

Formerly the Jaghire and residence 
of Bazalut Jung, brother to Nizaru 
Ally, besieged, taken and destroyed 
by Tippoo Sultan ; it was a strong hold 
in the hands of the Anagoiudy princes, 
who lost it after the great battle with 
vthe Deccan sovereigns, along with 

their emptre. 

Hoogerie river TJ O 

Belfery 17 7 

A hill fort, and fortified Petah, near 
which is fixed a cantonment, and the 
head quarters of a division. 

' Total. E. miles 1048 4 
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Translated Extract of a Persian Manuscript entitled Memorandums 
and Recent Anecdotes of the Southern Courts of Hindoostan, by a 
Mussulman Observer, in the year 1 195-6 He°ree, A. D. 1 / 81 - 2 . 

• t 


[Tliis paper affords no ordinary specimen of modern Persian composition, nor of 
genius in the writer ; though it betray a prejudice in speaking of Mahratta institu- 
tions and events, connecting themselves with the history of that curious people, that 
may be suspected to influence other parts of his relation.] # 


The Mahrattas of all the y 1 fi d el 
tribes of Hindoostan, are best known to 
the Islaamites. They derive their name 
from the country whiih they inhabit ; 
but from the constancy of their wars 
with the Mussulman powers, they are 
more emphatically called the enemy. 
Like the other followers of Bramah, 
they are divided into four casts ; and 
these into an infinitude of subordinate 
ones, all of the Sunkee, or bastard 
lace. 

The B ram ins are of two classes, 
M.i 1 ci tin and Kokmg $ the latter is 
sub divided into four others, of which 
the Chit poor is of late the mostf dis- 
tinguished, as giving a chief under the 
title of Puiuh* Pindhan, to the whole 
state, and theCnrrery is at once noticed, 
and hated for making a triennial sacri- 
fice of a member of the religiotis order 
to their Bowanny. 

The Cheteree Sunkers in the second 
descent are ninety-six in number, and 
acknctfvlecfge the superiority of the 
Bhoslah trme, though those of Jadoo, 
of Scindia,and Guicawar, are more nu- 
merous and ancient: besides these, there 
is a single family in the first degree of 
bastard consanguinity or lineal descend- 
ants of the genuine Rajepoot tribe of 
Rhatoor, which pride themselves in con- 
tinuing unmixed, and preserving their* 
original distinction and purity for many 
ages of residence in the province*of Bi- 
glana, amidst the more contaminated 
Cheteree race of Mahrattas. Jt seems, 
however, probable, that the antiquity of 
this family called Beherijee, cannot be 
traced with certainty, further back than 
Kirrin, the fugitive prince of NerwaPah 
in Guzerat in the 7th century. Of the 
cast Bice, there are few inhabitants in 
Merhat, and none of note. 

The 4 th or Sooder, are of course. 


most numerous ; and they are more- 
over warlike 5 yet, I have not been 
alJle to learn any thing satisfactory : 
but of the* Bergy, Cutteacur, and 
Conbre tribes, sub-divided into ab,put 
forty others, denominated from the 
varieties in the different occupations 
of shepherd, weaver, and husband- 
man, among the second of which, the 
family of Holkar, is the most distin- 
guished. 

When the great emperor of Delhi, 
Alla u Deen, Khilju first entered the 
Deccan, about 500 years ago, the 
wealth of a Jong line of princes, which 
ruled the country of Merhat, in their 
capital of Deogheer, or Dowlutabad, 
in part became an easy prey to that 
conqueror. The enemy were ignorant 
of the improved art of war, they had 
no places of defence, and were peace- 
ably inclined ; they, therefore, readiiy 
submitted to the payment of a small 
annual tribute, for the space of fifty 
years, dependant on the crown of 
Delhi, under the Braminiah kings, 
who having dismembered from the 
Patan empye, resided within, and go- 
verned that part of the Deccan, north 
of the Kistr a. Near two centuries, 
the reins of government, being short- 
ened, were kept more powerfully 
tight in proportion to the wisdom, or 
vigour of those who held them. But 
it was not until the beginning of the 
10th century, when five independent 
principalities, were raised on the ruins 
of the Braminiah kingdom, that the 
Mahrattas were completely subdued, 
and brought under the multiplied yoke 
of Mussulman authority. Such are 
the happy consequences, when princes* 
lead their own armies into the field ; 
are at hand to check the corruption, or 
support the weakness of their generals 
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and exert within a narrow compass 
the united force of states, depending 
rather on personal ability, than on solid 
principles of government. The Dynas- 
ties of Adil and Nizam Shaln^ divided 
the whole of Kokun between them : 
Merhat proper, chiefly between the 
Kistna and Bhuma, exclusively be- 
longed to the former, as prince of Bec- 
japoor ; and the modern % province of 
Dowlutabad, constituted the greater 
part of the principality of Ahmed- 
nuggur, subject to the latter. A third 
portion of Merhat fell to the lot of 
Cossim Burreed, who laid the founda- 
tioi] of a new government in Bider, 
even before the total extinction of the 
old in the family of Brannniah. That 
polite prince, after having slain in bat- 
tle, Sabajee, the only INIahratta chief 
of note remaining, chiefly accomplish- 
ed his ambitious piojccts, by uniting 
in interests and marriage, the sole hei- 
ress of the deceased Indian with his 
own son Ameer. 

Thus fell the ancient fabric of an 
idolatrous society ; its cement was dis- 
solved by the irresistible talisman of 
Mohammed, but the stubborn mate- 
rials retained their form, and like unto 
the dissevered particles of the same 
substance, had alwdys a propensity to 
re-unite 3 or as we are told of the sei- 
pent, when cut asunder, that the dis- 
membered parts have a scpr.iate exis- 
tence, and seek again incorporation, 
so it may be said of the hi ah rat fas : 
after impotently grovelling in the dust, 
near a century and a half without a 
head, they at length found, and recog- 
nized one as their own, in the person 
of Sahoojce Bhoslah : thU man third 
in descent from the Rana of Chitori* 
by a concubine, naturalized himself 
among the Muhrattas by a matiimonial 
alliance with the tribe of Jadoo, ano- 
ther Rajepoot Sunker, then high in 
power, though under subjection to 
Nizam Shah. When Shah Jehan, in the 
middle of the 1 1th century, finally redu- 
ced the principality of Ahtnednuugur 
Sahoojie with his family, took refuge 
•in Beejapoor, and obtained from Add 
Shah the zemindary of Poonah and 
Wainedess, in the northern fort of the 
'Kfctuah $ but being deemed an enter- 


prising experienced general, was soon 
afterwards appointed to the govern- 
ment of the newly-acqnued domi- 
nion's in the Carnatic. These he en- 
larged by the conquest of Tanjore, 
where settled his second son Eckojee, 
and eventually transmuted it as an in- 
heritance to his posteiity. The eldest 
son Servajee, left in the management 
of the 01 iginal zemindary, very early 
became entitled to the surname of 
Ibleesf by discovering the most traitor- 
ous principles of rebellion, against his 
sovereign, and otherwise violating the 
laws of (_iod, and our prophet. The 
imbecility of a minor prince and de- 
clining empire, gave a deep and vigor- 
ous root to usurp? ion, and the con- 
test which followed between the houses 
of Timur and Add Shah, ending in 
thq destruction of the latter, brought 
the noxious weed to full maturity. 
While yet in its growth, the powerful 
opposition of Alumguire, through the 
medium of Joye Singh, an Indian pi ince, 
for a shot t time stopt its progress 3 as 
we sec frequently one poison operate as 
an antidote to another j but the cor- 
ruption or inability of Khan Jehan, 
and other.Mnssulman Omrahs, which 
were employed in the second Jehad 
against Sewa, lost the advantages de- 
rived fiom their predecessor’s dexte- 
rity. War is the harvest of generals, 
and the Dekhan piesentedn p,di and am- 
ple field for cultivation j it was thought 
woithy the personal attention . of the 
Mogul himself. The Mdhrullu con- 
test, however, became only a matter 
of secondary consideratio n ; the exten- 
sive kingdoms of Beejepour and Hy- 
derabad, were fitter objects for the ert> 
ptmr’s ambition. After the reduction 
‘of these, Sumbhnjee, the son and suc- 
cessor of Sewn, felt the weight of the 
conqueror’s arms : he w.is surprised 
and slain ; his family taken prisoners ; 
and his skin, stuffed with straw, was 
sent round the country in terrorem, to 
all rebellious subjects. R:im Rajah, 
the brother of the deceased, till then 
imprisoned, was at the same time let 
loose by his countrymen, to conduct a 
predatory war ; but Tara-bahi, who, 
with an infant son, soon afterwards 
succeeded her husband,, proved much 
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ipore a formidable enemy to the Mus- 
sulman power : insomuch, that even 
the great Alumguire on one occasion, 
for the sake of peace, resolved upon, 
though he did not in the end agree to, 
the annual payment of a Sirdeismooky 
of 9 per cent, out of the revenues of 
the Deccan. During, however, the 
life of that monarch, the Mahratta 
power appeared contemptible ; but in 
Sahoo, the captive son of Sumbha, 
cantrary to sage advice, he cherished a 
serpent in his bosom, which afterwards 
was to be the destruction of his empire. 
As we see a tree grow with additional 
vigour, when pruned of its branches, 
so it proved with the Mogul, in lop- 
ping off successive shoots, )t.t preserv- 
ing the principal stock of Mahratta 
progeny. The civil wars and anarchy 
which followed the death of Alum- 
guire, at once gave freedom and domi- 
nion to the captive Sahoo : nor did the 
tide of Indian conquest begin to ebb, 
until in the revolution of sublunary 
events, was introduced an ecclesiastic 
government. 

This union of spiritual and temporal 
authority, forms a two-headed mon- 
ster in society, which might frighten 
an ignorant world into submission ; 
but it is necessarily of short duration, 
even if by the lights of science and 
cultivated reason, the period of its ex- 
istence be not accelerated : for that 
regijpen \vhich is proper for the support 
and nourishment of the one pait, em- 
poisons and enfeebles the other. Such 
was the mighty Khalifat of Arab’stan 
and Ajim. Under the divine authoiity 
of Mahomet, and his holy contempo- 
raries, the unnatural being might 
thrive, but it should be classed among 
the miracles to prove the mission m oT 
our piophet, when mere mortal men 
undertook a more than hutpan task, 
they only showed the presumptive 
weakness of their reason. How much 
juster is the application with respect to 
the barbarous hierarchy instituted in 
Meihat, on the death of Sahoo Rajah. 
That prince and his ancestors, acknow- 
ledged chiefs of the state, delegated 
the administration of their patriarchal 
feudal government, to eight subordinate 
officers ; their employments and names 


were chiefly borrowed f;om the Maho- 
medans 5 but contrary to the true 
spirit of eastern legislation, these be- 
came hereditary in particular families t 
so did in like manner the estates and 
Jagheer#, unto which the whole con- 
quejcpd counts ies were divided and par- 
celled out among the civil, military, 
or religious dependants of the Rajahs. 

The Paishwa Ballagce, a Kokuny 
Biamin of ttie Chitpoor race, was next 
to the Pertee-neddee in rank, bet as 
Dewan or prime minister, was the first 
in power. He was assisted by the 
Phcrd-navc^se, who superintended the 
Dufter, and was of the same tribe. 
On the decease of Sahoo, without 
issue, this officer seized the reins of 
administration, under the nominal au- 
thority of the famous Tarabahi, or her 
weak son, the 2d Ram Rajah, virtually 
transferring the whole power to his 
own family, and other Bramins of 
Kokun. These infidel priests, had 
long since converted into a bowstring, 
the peaceable cord of their function, 
and though courage was not dealt 
to them by nature, they transgress a 
special rule of their order, in (he exer- 
cise of the military art, unless under 
circumstances of necessity. The evils 
which their wise legislator foresaw, 
would be the result of such a deviation 
from the doctrines of the Bides, they 
soon experienced, after their exaltation 
to cmpiif;. 

# The lust of worldly power became 
the predominant passion ; to gratify 
which, # the spiritual character must 
either entirely be laid aside, or vilified. 
But the genius of the clerical profes- 
sion, in every religion except the true 
one, is to enslave the mind, as well as 
to controtil the persons and property of 
mankind j a gieat portion thereof, of 
the temporal power was soon found 
necessary to be delegated to its proper 
ministers the laity, who of course en- 
deavour to shake off the unnatural 
yoke of civil Braminical authority. 

The Sainaputty or chief command 
of the army, and second most powerful 
office under the Mahratta government, 
had been lately transferred from fhe^ 
Rajpoot Sunker of Jadoo, to that of 
Bhoslah in the persou of Ragojeeg a 





424 


ASIATIC ANNUAL REGISTER, 1910-11. 


branch of the reigning family ; toge- 
ther with the Mukasdarry or Collector- 
ship of Berar. This man was the first 
who assumed independence : from 
being tax-gatherer, he, or his sons, 
became propiietors of half (he pro- 
vince, and levied on the other, under 
Mussulman authoiity, a grie\ous as- 
signment of 50 per cent, under the de- 
nomination of S:rdieshmoq]di) , Chout, 
Sontra, Bapty,and Forage, all included 
in the general name of Mucka^n. 
Moodnjee the reigning prince, in the 
name of his son, enjoy* in const?- 
qnence, a revenue of One cicre of 
rupees, with which he maintains a 
body of 22,000 cavalry, including 2000 
Pagali ; and verifies the obsei ration 
that riches depend less on the amount 
of income, than on a proportional ex- 
penditure, by laying by an annual 
surplus of near 50 lacks, more, 'pet - 
haps, from Hindoo pai simony than 
any design of adopting the spirited po- 
licy of Bethoo Pundit, by raising again 
to the empire the family of Bhoslah, 
now represented in Sattaiah by the 
third Sahoo, a youth of twenty. 

Notwithstanding, however, the dis- 
memberment of Berar, an extensive 
empire, yielding annually tluee crore 
of rupees, and neat 1 five of old. was* 
. still held in subjection to the Paish wa- 
it was reserved for more modern times, 
and the ii resistible swonl c<f fate at 
present weilded by the Fcrm^uccs, * to 
cut asunder the tender thread bv width 
the Zoonardars of Kokun hate, in a 
short period of general conftfuon, held 
together, as by a charm, a heteroge- 
neous confWleiacy. ltagho that bane 
of Mussulman pride, hut close wnitr- 
tor of the iniquitous policy which at- 
tends it, had tasted out of his turn the 
S’ v pets of pouter, under a minor 
prince j unwilling to parr with the sen- 
sual cup, he made v .e uf it to end t he 
rightful desites, with the days of his 
nephew Nanayen. Such a violation of 
the rigid laws of Brnunili was not to be 
tolerated, under the most depraved 
system of government : moieover, 
the regent aggressor had a powerful 
faction against him, and a few friends 


within the circle of his administration, 
while by constant and successful oppo- 
sition to the Nizamut, together with 
supercilious treatment at the memorable 
interview of Bedr, he rendered himself 
•personally obnoxious to an intriguing 
neighbour, the more dangerous that his 
power was contemptible enough to be 
overlooked Accordingly, Kagho was 
soon compelled to .seek refuge with the 
Feiinguees : and to the wars which 
have tv^en since waged by these foreign 
intruders, may be ascribed the antici- 
pated decline, if not the total annihi- 
lation, of the Jkokuny Bramin em- 
pire. 

It has been already set forth, that 
after the dismemberment of Berar, a 
revenue or count ly, estimated at three 
croies of lupees, still remained to the 
Paisbiwa. At the commencement of 
the present troubles, the Chout of 
the Carnatic, and some districts on the 
Toombhudra, in all amounting to !2 
lacks, were formerly ceded to Hydcr, 
to secure his fiiendship during the im- 
pending contest In like manner, 
Dovvlutabad, witli dependencies, rated 
at 20 lack*, and actually yielding half 
that sum, weie irarMeried to the 
Nizam. Riodernh, and other Purgun- 
n ilis in Uazctnt, had long been held 
an hei editary lief by the family of 
(iuicawar, for which they were hound 
to pei form military set vices wijh 1 0,000 
horse, and were more espmally*con- 
stdered the immediate guardians of 
Ahmed lLacl: but by the detection of 
Putty Singh, and tenitorial losses in 
Guzei .it .md Kokun, ;i further diminu- 
tion of 55 lacks, may be placed to the 
account of the war with the Ferin- 
.gnoes, on the side of Bombay : while 
the late tieaty concluded with Scindea, 
and consequent di-memberment of his 
heredity y fiefs in Mai wa and Khandish, 
rated at 25,000 horse, supported by a 
revenue of 00 lacks, threatens instant 
destruction to the state of Poona ; — 
now chiefly upheld by the military 
force and abilities of the Catteacur 
Holkar, who, as a counterpoise to 
Scindia, received long since on the 
same terms, an equal portion of two 


# The English. 
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Soubahs, with the government of In- 
dour. This man is heartily tired of an 
unprofitable burthensome war, and 
dreads the enterprises of his more noble 
lateral neighbours of Nagpore and 
Ugein ; who by their late transactions,® 
and in receiving Vakeels, seem to be 
entirely their own friends under foieign 
influence. Besides Tuckojee, Gunda- 
dur and Ballajec, both cunning Bra- 
mins, held foreign districts of JO lacks 
in Eondelah, for the Maintenance of 
5000 horse dependant on the P.iishwa: 
but this force has been tendered of no 
avail, by distance and lli^ftectiun. In- 
deed, if we except Jcswont Kow lVn- 
sia, a Malnaita ilram.u, who com- 
mands the artillery witli a Jagheer of 3 
lacks, the lemaii-ing pnwer of the 
Pundit Purdhan. resu enuielv on the 
single wise distinteiested counsels of 
Nana Phmnaiese, tin- military abiftties 
of Phurkin, a man of no note, though 
of great expenence ; the feudal force of 
Bulwunt Row, of Pmsnram Bhuw, of 
Rasteah, and others Bramins ot the 
Chitpour race, with a revenui^of 40 
lacks, and 20,000 horse j or is concen- 
tred in the forts and domains annexed 
to the Paislnvaship, estimated at 50 
lacks more, to support the expence of 
garrisons, and the princely dignity with 
12,000 horse including 3000 Pagah. 

With such slender unccitain 1 (.'.sour- 
ces to continue the war, appears im- 
poss : i)Je. It is true, the Nizam has 
lately paid up the arrears of his Muc- 
kassa, about 10 lacks; but he is not 
without hopes of future remission, as 
well as being put in possession of the 
forts of Ahmednuggur and Assur, in 


the event of a partially effectual medi- 
ation, which would greatly more than 
counterbalance his present pecuniary 
aid : He would further most cheerfully 
excoiiate the Mahratta state, of making 
a provisiin for the unfoit unate Ragho, 
by giving him Jagheer, even beyond 
the period of his natuial life in a tran- 
sient world, unless the success and en- 
terprise of Amrut Row, the adopted 
son of the exiled prince, assisted by 
Goo Giar Kh in, who has lately ap- 
peared in arms in Khnndeeh, on the 
fton tiers of Anninga v \id, with 10,000 
horse, should make it unnecessary to 
seek an inhe: itance through any foreign 
aid In the mean tune, however* the 
crest-filleii Rugho. wishes rather to 
content himself v\ 1 1 h the hermitage of 
Tirmook, at the sacred source ot the 
Godavery, topuiify his sms, and wait 
patiently lus own predestined fate, or 
that of bis infant offspring Sewai Bajee 
Row, who, n the event of the present 
P.nshwa’s death, without issue, would 
probably be named for the succession. 
The prospect, as it must embitter Na- 
nah’s grief, in the recent loss of his 
only child, the intended wife of Mahdb 
Row, so it may give reality to artful, 
but hitherto chimerical, speculations of 
the ministry of Hyderabad, in favour of 
Kishen Row Rullpar (late Vakeel from 
Poonali, and Jagbeerdar of the Nizam.) 
Instead, Jiowever, of guiding the war, 
and being actors in the scene, it is 
witrfh considering how far the situation 
of their own affairs, internally or ex- 
ternally, is likely to permit them to 
enjoy in ^eace, the pleasure of being 
simple spectators. 


College of Fort William, September 1 5th, 1810 . 

[The Editor lias hitherto insei£cd the slvmtal Adders* of the light honourable the 
Visitor of the college at Calcutta in another division of the Register, allotted to the local 
Occurienccs at Bengal ; but has departed fiom his plan, in the present volume, under 
an impieseinn that the former practice interrupted and delayed the progressive <k tail of 
evenrs, and did not afFoirl a place Sufficiently conspicuous, and marked, for the valuable 
commui.i'.'ations from the Chair of the College ; which no one can regard as of little 
moment to the interests of India, ot of l‘]u<r|aud, and none can more admire than the 
humble compiler of this Miscellaneous work.] * 

PUBLIC DISPUTATION. vernor-general and visitor of the col- 

The right bpnournble lord Minto, go- lege of Fort William, having appointed 
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Saturday the 25th September, for a 
public disputation in the Asiatic lan- 
guages, to be held in conformity with 
the. statutes of the college, the president 
and members of the college council, 
the officers, professors and holdouts of 
the college, met at teu o’clock, at the 
government-house, where the mem- 
bers of the supreme council, one of the 
judges ot the supreme court, and many 
of the civil and military Officers at the 
presidency, with others of the princi- 
pal European inhabitants of Calcutta, 
and a few respectable native?, we<e 
also assembled. 

As soon as the right honourable the 
Visitor had taken bis seat, the public 
exercises commenced. 

When the disputations were conclud- 
ed, the president of the college coun- 
cil, presented to the right honourable 
the visitor, the several students o-f the 
college, who were entitled under statute 
VIII. to receive degrees of honour ; as 
well as, successively, the whole of the 
students, who, at the examinations 
held in January and June last, had been 
found qualified to enter upon the pub- 
lic service ; and had consequently ob- 
tained permission from the visitor* to 
quit the college, under the rule con- 
tained in section II. regulation III. 
1 8O7. The president read the certifi- 
cate granted by the council of the col- 
lege to each student, in pursuance of 
the above statute, specifying the profi- 
ciency which he made in the prescribed 
studies of the college, and also the ge- 
neral tenor of his conduct. *With the 
amount, if any, of the debt Contracted 
by him during the period of his attach- 
ment to the college. When the certi- 
ficates had been read, the visitor pre- 
sented to each student, entitled to re- 
ceive a degree of honour, the usual di- 
ploma inscribed on vellum, and at the 
same time expressed the satisfaction 
which he felt in confening it. 

The students, on whom the right 
honourable the visitor was pleased to 
confer a degree of honour on this occa- 
sion, and the languages for their high 
proficiency in which the degrees of 
honour were respectively conferred, 
are as follow : — 

( J.jHolt Mackenzie, JPersian, Ilin- 
duosUnee and Bengalee. 
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2 . Henry Mortlock, Persian and 
Hindoostanee. 

3. Fry Magniac, Persian, Arabic, 
and Hindoostanee. 

4. Hans Sotheby, Persian. 

#. 5. Robert Merttins Bird, Persian, 

Hindoostanee, and Bengalee. 

O'. Henry Thu by Piinsep, Persian, 
Hindoostanee, and Bengalee. 

7. George Porcber, Bengalee. 

8 William Hallows Belli, Benga- 
lee. 

The honorary prizes and medals, ad- 
judged at the annual and quarterly ex- 
aminations, we*e also distributed by 
the visitor to the following students. 

J . Ilolt Mc/Kenzie, a medal, ad- 
judged in the 3d term of 1809, f° r 
proficiency in Persian, and one in the 
4th term of 1800, for proficiency in 
Persian, and one in the 4th term of 
J869, foi proficiency in Bengalee. 

2 . Henry Moitlock, a medal, ad- 
judged in the 1 st term of I8O9, for 
proficiency in Persian. 

3. Fry Magniac, a medal, adjudged 
in the first term of I8O9, for profici- 
ency in Arabic. 

4. Hans Sotheby, a medal, adjudged 
in the 3d term of 180y, for proficiency 
in Persian. 

5. Robeit Merttins Bird, as per an- 

nexed report, and three medals, ad- 
judged in the 3d term of I80p, for 
proficiency in Persian, Hindoostanee, 
and Bengalee. * ^ 

6. Ilenry Thoby Piinsep, as per 
annexed report, and two medals, ad- 
judged in the 4 th term of iSOy, for 
proficiency in Persian and Ilindoosta- 
nee. 

7. George Porcher, as per annexed 
report, and a medal, adjudged in the 

term *of 180y, for proficiency in 
Bengalee. 

S. William Hallows Belli, as per 
annexed report, and a medal, adjudged 
in the 3d term of I80y, for proficiency 
in Bengalee. 

<). Charles Arthur Molony, as per 
annexed icport. 

10 William McIntosh, a medal, 
adjudged in the 3d term of 180y, for 
proficiency in Bengalee. 

11. Gerard Wellesley, a medal, ad- 
judged in the 3d term of 180y, for 
proficiency in Persian. 
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12. George Thornton Bay ley, as 
per annexed report. 

13. William Fane, a medal, adjudg- 
ed in the 4th term of 19(ty, for profici- 
ency in Bengalee. 

14. Charles George Blag rave, as* 
per annexed rcpoit. 

15. James William Grant, as per 
annexed report. 

16. Martin Thomas Whish, as per 
annexed report. 

After the prizes and hononyy re- 
wards had been distributed, the light 
honouiable the visitor delivered the 
following discourse : * 

<( Gentlemen of the College of Fort 
William. 

Since we last met in this place, it 
has been determined to hold the an- 
nual examination in the month of June, 
instead of January, an arrangement 
which, by the opening of the river at 
that season, will enable a considerable 
proportion of the gentlemen who quit 
college, to repair, without delay, to 
their respective stations. 

The consequence has necessarily 
been to extend in the present instance, 
the inteival between the two examina- 
tions to eighteen months. It is obvi- 
ous that if the students who had quali- 
fied themselves for the service at the 
usual time, had, on account of this 
change, been detained six months 
longer aj college, the new regulation, 
hoviever beneficial to the institution 
and the service at huge, would have 
operated to the individual prejudice of 
those gentlemen. 

This circumstance d d not escape the 
observation of the college council, and 
with their wonted regard in propi lety 
and justice, it was resolved to relea^ 
those who should have n?»ained rite 
ptesciibcd degrees of proficiency at the 
fourth quarterly cxaminauoA of the 
year 18(K). 

The recent examination, therefore, 
so far as it relates to the qualification of 
thestudents to quit college, has reference 
only to the subsequent and broken pe- 
riod of six months. But as the > xami- 
uatioij which took place in January 
was not followed by public exercises, 
nor by any part of the solemnities 
usually observed at this anniversary, a 


distinguished portion of merit would 
be deprived of its just reconi pence, the 
year would be defraaded of its brightest 
ornaments, and a considerable hiatus 
would be left in the academical history 
of the college of Foit WiiJiam, if the 
whole period which has elasped since I 
had last the honour ot addressing you, 
were not comprised within the scope of 
this day’s commemoration, 

It will be proper, therefore, to con- 
sider the year 18CK), and the six fol- 
lowing months, as forming one consoli- 
dated period $ and I shall enjoy the 
double gratification of dispensing such 
a full measure of public honours, and 
of enriching my discourse with Such 
accumulated praise as may be justly 
rendered to a somewhat protracted sea- 
son of study and exertion. 

On the other hand, this alteration 
will* on the present occasion create a 
difficulty in giving to some of the to- 
pics, which it has been of late custo- 
mary to treat in the visitor’s dis- 
course, as full a discussion as they may 
justly be thought to deserve. The 
greater lengtn of the period I am 
about to review, opposes, indeed, no 
oBstacle to the appreciation of its own 
simple and positive merits or defects, 
and it is as easy to discern and reward 
the excellence, or to obserie and re- 
prehend the faults of eighteen months 
as of twelve. The inequality in du- 
ration of the present and pieceding 
periods, lenders it, however, less easy 
to form a relative estimate of that 
which is cinder investigation, or in ether 
words, to determine the comparative 
exeitions and acquirements of the 
two. The paullel which, und. r se- 
veial heads, has been drawn on former 
occasions between one year and ano- 
ther, wiil not furnidi correct results, 
between two unequal periods of study ; 
and if it were attempted to rectify the 
errois of such a computation by al- 
lowances for time, the mathematical 
laws of proportion might, perhaps, not 
be found entirely applicable to this 
problem of moral arithmetic. 

We might suspect, for example^in 
the present instance, that the early 
return of an opportunity to quit col- 
lege, which the new arrangement pue* 
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sented to those who were to be exa- 
mined in January, 1810, may have 
reconciled a lukewarm student to 
some delay in his preparation for an 
examination which was to be quickly 
succeeded bv another, and daay have 
induced him to begin a little later, the 
painful effort of forcing an irksome 
labour upon an indolent habit of mind. 
It seems indeed reasonably to imagine, 
that in some instances, the penalty of 
six months further restraint may have 
failed, although the apprehension of a 
whole year’s disappointment in life 
hope of emancipation might have tri- 
umphed over a distaste for study. 

These and similar considerations, on 
which, however, it is not necessary to 
enlarge, would render the usual com- 
parative review extremely complicated, 
and at the same time neither conclusive 
nor satisfactory. 

I might, theiefore, be induced to for- 
bear altogether from a circumstantial 
comparison, agreeable tofoimer mo- 
dels, of the present period with the 
studies of ISOS, if I were not so much 
persuaded of the advantage to be de- 
rived from that mode of revision, as, 
notwithstanding the difficulties which 
prevent me from pursuing that com se 
too minutely ; to he desirous of offering 
some general remarks of that de- 
scription. 

Upon such a view of the present and 
immediately preceding periods, as the 
circumstances already adverted to afi- 
mit of, I have the satisfaction to ic- 
porf, that in the principal jjurticulars 
on which the comparison has in former 
instances been made to turn, no ground 
has been lost. The reputation of the 
college has been well sustained in all, 
while we may indulge the gratifying 
hope of an honourable progress, by 
fair indications of improvement in 
some points of the parallel. 

The number of students who have 
been reported qualified, by profici- 
ency in two or more languages to quit 
the college at the two examinations of 
1810, would give an ascendency to 
o^r present period, after making a 
full allowance for its longer duration, 
the numbers being 17 for 1808, and 
28, fyr 1809-10, I ought, however, 


under all the circumstances which 
would create error, and disturb these 
complex calculations, so far to distrust 
the partiality which, from a desire of 
progress, I confess always inclines my 
‘mind to the interests of the latest pe- 
riod, I mean that which is the imme- 
diate subject of observation, as not to 
rely too confidently on our title to the 
inconsiderable preference, which these 
numbers might in strictness afford. 
My solicitude for the credit of the year 
shall be satisfied, therefore, by the cer- 
tainty of equality with the past, and 
by the probable hope of a moderate 
improvement. 

Agreeable to th'r. observation, the 
number of stude its who presented 
lhemsch r es for examination, in the dif- 
feient languages, m January and June 
ot the year J 8 10, compared with those 
of the former period, affords no ad- 
vantage worthy of being claimed on 
either side. Before the numbers are 
stated it may be proper, however, for 
the sake of correctness to observe, 
that some disadvantage accrues to the 
lattei period, from the circumstance of 
the examination which was held last 
January, being considered as quarter- 
ly and not annual, the consequence 
of which was, that only those who had 
st* 1 tied the different languages during 
that quarter, were called up to be ex- 
amined, instead of the full, comple- 
ment of the whole year, as was* the 
case at the examination of January, 
18 09. 

The numbers at the respective ex- 
aminations stand as follow* : 


28 

In Persian. 
Students were examined 

an Jan, 

37 

• im- m 

in Jan. and June. , 

JS10 

48 

In IIindoostanee. 

« 

I 8 O 9 

47 

. . . . • 

1810 

16 

In Bengalee. 

• • • • • 

I 8 O 9 

20 


1810 

4 

In Arabic. 

• • • . • 

1809 

6 

• • • 

1810 

In Mahiutta. 
One student was examined 

in Jari. 
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1810 , since which period no student 
has presented himself to examination 
in that language. 

The number of Arabic students ap- 
pears from this statement to have pre- 
served its proportional level, and I shall 
observe, with pleasure, any indication ( 
which may t v * afforded heieafter, of 
a growing tastt for the important and 
interesting study of that language, as 
furnishing, independent of its own 
riches, the only sure foundation on 
which a profound and critical know- 
ledge of the Persian, and thence of 
the Hindoostance languages can be 
raised. 

With regard to the Mahratta lan- 
guage, its attainment, in the few in- 
stances which have occurred at Fort 
William, must be ascribed either to 
personal taste, or to some other induce- 
ments attaching to the individual stu- 
dents, and as yet there is scare- ly suf- 
ficient ground to class that study 
amongst the proper and established 
pursuits of this college, in such a man- 
ner as to enable us to draw from iis 
fluctuations any argument of advan- 
tage or disadvantage to t he general 
state of om? academical Inborn s. It 
will be sutlicient to remind the youn- 
ger members, who have yet to choose 
their course of study * that an acquaint- 
ance with the Mahratta tongue is to 
be accounted a desirable preparation 
for some of the most important and 
interesting stations in the diplomatic 
branch of the service. 

In variety of studios we appear to 
have gained some advantage. 

In I8O9, two students were profi- 
cient in four languages > and fom stu- 
dents in three. 

In January of the present ve;;r, 
three had attained proficient^ in foui* 
languages j and two of those who 
then quitted college, to whoifl must 
be added Mr. Bird, who vohini.uily 
prolonged his academical pm suits, wcie 
found proficient m three languages. 

. Mr. Bild justified this effort self 
^denial at the subsequent examinations 
in June, by an elementary knowlc 'ge 
of Arabic, which he had in that in- 
terval added to the high pioficiency 
in three language* already acquit cd : 


and Mr. Pinscp, who entered the col- 
lege in July, ISOt), has been reported 
in less than twelve months, highly 
proficient in three languages. 

The result would therefore be, that 
if Mr. Bird’s pi ogress in Arabic might 
entitle m 4 to include his name, the 
number of proficients in our languages 
at the examinations of the present year 
would double those of the preceding ; 
and in three J a ngu ages we should now 
fall short of the examinations in I8O9, 
only as three to four. 

The credit of the present year is 
al?o well supported by instances of 
rapid acquirement, a species of excel- 
lence always worthy of admiration, 
and therefore entitled to applause" as 
evincing the raie union of lively ge- 
nius and quick capacity, mdmt but 
stedfast application, and displacing the 
richest gifts of nature, cultivated and 
impio'vcd by the active eneigies of 
virtue. 

At the bead of this distinguished 
band, I am to place the name of Mr. 
Holt Mackenzie. 'Hie whole period 
of his study at Fort Wilham extended 
only from November, 1808 , to De- 
cember,! S0(), and in these few months, 
he placed himself first in Bengalee, 
second in Peisian, Hmdooslanee, and 
Arabic. 

Justifying a descent, illustrious in 
letters, and making good his title to 
a rich succession of heieditary genius, 
his rapid course has overt. du n all his 
senior competitors, and kept the lead 
which he at once assumed amongst 
his distinguished conlemporai ics. — He 
left his name fi r> t in the 1 oli of our 
college at the time of his quirting it; 
but embracing the full period ot its 
.duration, from the establishment of 
this institution to the pieseut term, the 
same name will still be found to main- 
tain its eminence, and will scarcely 
own a second station even in this larg- 
er and more comprehensive array of 
niei it. 

Mr. Magniac’s residence at college 
was precisely of the same duration. 
He brought from the chambers of pro- 
fessor White, of Oxford, and from the® 
h ills of a western university, a proof 
that orieutai study is promoted and ho- 
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tforcrl in our native country, highly 
ci suitable to the eminence of the 
master, and the capacity and diligence 
of the scholar, while it was no less 
acceptable and gi. ireful to all those 
who profess and cultivate oriental phi- 
losophy in the B.itish schools of Asia. 
To the stock of Arabic which Mr. 
Magninc imported from England, he 
has added a considerable accession in 
the same language, at Kbit William. 
He has gained besides, n t he shoit 
period ahe.uly :>t itcu, tlic ihud place 
in Persian and 1 lindonstaii’V, having 
attained at the name time the second 
class in Rengikv. 

Mr. Mouiock, who entered and 
quitted college at the same time with 
Mr. Mackenzie and Mi;. Mag nice, 
stood at. the Enter period, tiist in the 
Vcndfin and [linM.MuMce languages. 

Mr. Pnrcliei, Mi MoJony, and Mr. 
Bayley, w hose studies commenced in 
October, i hOO, and tei minated in their 
quitting c* iicge at the examination rf 
last June, have afinrded in this short 
spac£ of eight months, a highly ho- 
nourable proof of capacity and ap- 
plication. 

Mr. Porcher stands first in Benga- 
lee, and filth in Persian. 

Mr. Mo’ony is third in IVisian and 
Hindoo*!. mee. , 

Mr. Bayley holds the fifth place in 
Hindoos lance, and the eighth ju Per- 
sian. * 

Dismissing the comparative review 
of the picsent and loimer periods with 
these impel feet, but, as Dr as they ex- 
tendjfiiitici Mitly coirecr observations, I 
proceed, wiiii the satisfaction which 
always attends the distribution of just 
and impartial rcvvaid to distinguished 
and well-est iblished merit, to recite 
the honours winch have been awarded 
by the college council, and which I 
have on this day dispensed, to those, 
who in providing for the reputation 
of their own season, and for the splen- 
dour of the scene on w hich they have 
for the first time been candidates for 
fame, and stood before the awful, even 
where it is indulgent and partial, in- 
quest of the woi Id, have, I doubt not, 
fixed the rank they are destined to hold 


throughout the career on which they 
are entering. 

It is always, I confess, with secret 
pleasure that I allow myself to assimilate 
this apparently contracted stage of early 
Jife to the wider, but scarcely more real 
theatre of the world. Viewing from this 
chair, which seems to be placed on the 
confines of youth and manhood, at the 
extreme boundary of the first, and on 
the threshold of the succeeding stage, ’ 
viewing all the business, the emula- 
tions, •‘the generous strifes, and con- 
tending energies, with the many de- 
grees of success and failure, corres- 
ponding to the various powers and ex- 
tionsot these youthful actors, summed 
up and diphyed at this anniversary, it 
is gratifying to contemplate this juvenile 
aicna, as but a lively rehearsal, and 
anticipated image of the futuie scene. 
The* interest of the day, and of my 
own office in this place is much en- 
hanced by the indulgence of these, I 
think, not irrational speculations, by 
which the garlands with which the 
young combatants are now ci owned, 
may tfo deemed of perpetual fragrance, 
iii id the champions who are applauded 
to day. may ue seen in distant pei spec- 
live, gathering and accumulating fresh 
and growing renown to the end of their 
coui.«c 

Wh) indeed, should this fair and 
flattemn prospect fail us ? The hopes 
I have dc cribed arc rather the conclu- 
sions of icison, than the visions*’ of a 
partial imagmaiioii. lliese young men 
have subdued stmnger obstacles, stimu- 
lated by wciker inducements, than 
will attend tin. i r maturcr labours. 
The lively character of youth, and all 
its appetites for active and gay pur- 
* sul\s ; it.% taste for bodily exeicises, its 
Jove of hardy and skilful sports, and its 
a mbit Uni to excell in them* its aversion 
to sameness and restraint, in a word, 
its whole frame and constitution, moral 
and physical, dissuade fiom iccluse, 
serious, and sedentary toil, and in many 
instances place insurmountable barriers 
of mental repugnance and disgust, be-, 
tween the young student aiul his task, 
repelling him yet more invincibly from 
the long, continued and nbroken la- 
bour of dry and elementary study. 
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Why, then should they, who contend- 
ing with nature herself, have achieved 
a harder labour, with less inducement, 
that is to say, while the fruit it is to 
bear is yet in the distance, and scarcely 
discernible to their remote view - f why 
should they faint or stumble in the 
smoother way that follows, when their 
efforts will he invited by the riper 
tastes of manhood, impelled and cheer- 
ed by sensible and immediate recoin- 
pence? 

Servetur ad imum, to bbrrow 

the words of the Roman poet, when he 
instructed the theatre^ to imitate life 
and nature by the consistency of dra- 
matic character, 

Servetur ad imum , 

Qualls ah incepto proccsserit el sibi 
const ct. 

With these sentiments, therefore, 
and in this spirit of flattering prognos- 
tication, 1 call up once more our 
young worthies to their rewards, not 
of dry laurel, as I tiust, plucked for 
the decoration of a single festival and 
then to wither, but living plants, still 
cultured by the hands that won fliem, 
to put forth perennial shade and ver- 
dure, and flourish with their age. 

Degrees of honour have been grant- 
ed to the following students for high 
proficiency in the several languages, 
which I shall specify with their names, 
following the order in which they have 
been classed by the college council in 
their fwo reports of January and July 
of the present year. 

Mr. Holt Mackenzie, has obtained a 
degree of honour, in Peisian, Hindoo- 
stance and Bengalee. 

Mr. Mortlock, in Persian and Hin- 
doostanee. 

Mr. Magniac, in Persian, Jlindoo- 
stanee and Arabic. 

Mr. Hans Sotheby, in Persia q. 

Mr, Robert Mertlins Bird, in Per- 
sian, Hindoostanee and' Bengalee. 

M*. Prinsep, in Persian, Hindoosta- 
nee and Bengalee. , 

Mr. Porcher, in Bengalee. 

* Mr. Belli, in Bengalee. 

Medals of merit were also awarded 
in January, 1810, to Mr. Mackenzie, 
Mr. Fane, and Mr. Porcher, for profi- 
ciency in the Bengalee language. 


And in July, 1810, to Mr. Molony 
and Mr. Porcher, in Persian — Mr. 
Bird, in Arabic — Mr. Molony and Mr. 
Bayley,in Hindoostanee —Mr. Porcher, 
Mr. Belli, Mr. Bird, and Mr. Pnnsep, 
in Benga^pe. 

The greater number of these names 
have already been mentioned with the 
honour that is clue to them, as eminent 
examples of a quick progress in siudy. 
Jn justice tef such as have not fallen 
under that particular head of commen- 
dation, I am desirous of noticing their 
specific and respective merits, in this 
place. 

I must, indeed, begin by naming 
once more a gentleman, whose suc- 
cessful studies elsewhere, improved by 
the assiduous exercise of the same ta- 
lents in thu college of Fort William, 
have proved that iie was made to ho- 
nour pny master, and to illustrate any 
school, of which lie should be a disci- 
ple. I speak of Mr. Magniac, and I 
return to his name, principally for the 
purpose of recording a sentiment, 
which, I am sure, has been shared by 
all those whom I a chi re ss. I have a 
pleasure, therefore, in pi ofessing, and 
I vtnture to do so in the name of this 
college, the cordial and lively satisfac- 
tion with which we have seen Mr. 
Magniac restored to the service, and to 
that career of public duty and personal 
distinction, in which we had known 
him so will prepared to run a useful 
and honourable course. 

the sentence, which threatened us 
with the disappointment of so fair pro- 
mise before the hour of peiformance 
was allowed, was pronounced in a spi- 
rit of laudable abhoirence of abuse, 
which at once shielded the honourable 
company itself, from the. eiils conse- 
quent on corruption, and the members 
of (hat court which administers their af- 
fairs from the foulest personal ?eproach. 
The measure, therefore, which in 
its general scope enveloped Mr. Mag- 
niac, was necessary to protect at once 
the purity and the reputation of the 
company and its service, being at the 
same time strictly warranted by fre- 
quent, but ineffectual promulgation? 
of the penalty. But this politic seve- 
rity, in calving in its remedial principle. 
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though with some violence to moral 
justice, the innocent, and even, as in 
this case, the meritorious objects of the 
abuse to be coi reeled, along with its 
agents and imtruments, who were the 
onb guilty parties, must have been, 
and we know it was in fact/ inflicted 
with much reluctance and i egret. The 
equitable and indulgent character of the 
hon unable court even left, in the mo- 
ment of its greatest .lusteri.ty, room tor 
consoling hope, that when the ends of 
all human penalties should appear to 
have been obtained, some healing prin- 
ciple of exception would in their libe- 
rality, be found, to withdraw at least 
signal merit from the altar which 
seemed to demand an indiscrimate sa- 
crifice of guilt and innocence to public 
purity. 

In this hope we have not been de- 
ceived. I had propo ed from tins very 
chair to attempt a mediation between 
general and individual justice, and to 
intercede in the name of the college of 
Fort William, and of our learned coun- 
trymen in Asia, for an exemption, 
which in preserving one of oui fan e^t 
ornaments, should at the same time re- 
lieve the different branches of the com- 
pany's administration, from the singu- 
lar contradiction qf dealing towards 
and penalties on the same head at the 
same time ; afflicting the deceit winch 
we applaud ; and mixing brambles 
with our bays, to wound the veiy 
brows round which we aie binding the 
wieath of merit. 

For this purpose I should have borne 
a testimony with truth, and r have urged 
it with a decent zeal of woiih, fortified 
with the strong sanction of a body, 
capable of appiecialing, and entitled to 
pronounce on the conduct they com- 
mend. 

This intervention has proved .super- 
fluous. The justice, wisdom, and ten- 
derness of the honomable court have 
conspired to prevent our solicitations 
and anticipate our wishes. 

Let me here invite iny younger hear- 
ers to remark how the intrinsic powers 
of merit are exemplified in the restora- 
tion of Mr. Magniac. It has already 
been hi*, ransom from a great evil, and 
we may reasonably indulge the belief. 


that it will hereafter prove no less effi- 
cacious in achieving the positive bene- 
fits of fortune and distinction. 

Mr. Hans Sotheby, entered the col- 
lege in August, 1808, and was, qualified 
to quit it, at the examination of Janu- 
ary, 1810. In a year and four months, 
hii talents and diligence mastered four 
onental languages, the Arabic, Persian, 
Hindooslauee and Bengalee. In each 
of these studies he placed himself on a 
high form; and stiiking out, as I 
must, from evciy estimate of merit, 
those colossal strides of a brother, whom 
he need not be ashamed to avow also 
for his model, wnioJ| would cease to be 
piodigies if often repeated. Mr. Hans 
Sotheby has justified the praise I have 
always wished to bestow upon him, 
and it is the highest I can pronounce, 
of kindred dcseit with an elder, whose 
name must long and ever stand most 
eminent in the rolls of the college of 
Fort William. 

Mr. Prinsep, in eleven months, from 
July ISOCj to June 1S10, conquered 
tlnec languages, and placed himself 
first ic Peisian, second in Hindooslauee, 
and fourth in Bengalee. These labours 
could not be accomplished in so short 
a space eitbei by assiduous dulness, or 
by the parts of a slack student ; and 
they lank Mr. Prinsep amongst the for- 
tunate possessors of talents and appli- 
cation, compiling to mutual efficiency, 
and forming, when united, the best, if 
not the only guides to excellence.. 

I have reserved the name of Mr. 
Bird, for the clo^e of this head of my 
discourse, that I might maik with the 
deeper impression a praise in which 
few have shared, but which, as often as 
the occasion recurs, must be sounded 
, by me with a willing voice. 

Mr. Bird, between November J808 
and January 1810, had made himself 
proficient in three languages, standing 
third in Bengalee, sixth in Persian and 
Hindoostanee. The examiners and 
the council of the college had reported 
him qualified, as, indeed, he was in a 
high degree, to quit the college, and 
enter on the public service. The flat- 
tering prospect thus opened to him did 
not damp his ardour tor liberal acquire- 
ment, or divert him from the yet more 
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generous love of perfection, and aiiu at 
excellence. He requeued permE.don 
to rt frain another season from the 
world, its business and allurements, 
and to continue studies, no longer ne- 
cessary for the ordinary purposes 
fortune and advancement, but to be 
pm sued for their own aPractions ; 
a!t» actions felt by such minds ns Mr. 
Bird's, as beauty or virtue without 
wealth are courted by generous suitor-*. 

I have already, on more than one 
occasion, dwelt on this th roe* as on 
one peculiarly giaiclul to my mind, 
and to the office I hgye the honour to 
fill in this ipbtiti^^ii : because while 
the conduct winch I commend leads to 
the highest improvement of literary 
acquirement, it displays liv* ia:o union 
of youthful ardom with mature judg- 
ment and manly constancy ; it shews 
a mind so happib' constiiukd, Phtyc. 
in the age of delusive v.ews concerning 
the world and its pui suits, and before 
it can have been tntoied by i ejection 
or expei ience, to discern, as with an 
iustir.C, or intuition of a higher order, 
the just objects of intellectual cxferiion, 
and to point its young vigour with an 
adult and manly aim. It sets before 
us the most captivating and the most 
admirable objects, winch the inches and 
beauty of natuic afford, the young 
blossom an) the ripened fruit adorning 
the r.nme bough. It is not Mr. LTnd, 
to whom#\ve need rccal the poefs pre- 
cept**’ dunk d.-ep, or tash* not.” The 
surface cum >L j-kudien his piofutnidcr 
thirst. — The same v^cdl- directed zeal 
which has alie,.dy foi bidden him to 
halt at the lii'jt i-tage of juvenile attain- 
ments, and would p/csi him still on- 
ward to the higher regions of learning, 
bespeaks a pi inciple of wider jaiige than* 
scholarship alone, am! affords, not tlTe 
promise but the assurance, that what- 
ever the pursuit of his ardent but con- 
stant mind may be. mediocrity will not 
sutiice, while the further goal of excel - 
lence is open to bis view. 

I am now called to a less gracious 
duty, in noticing, with impartiality the 
defects which in some degree obscure 
the lustre of the year, exceptions which 
must be deemed incident to all nume- 
rous bodies. We ure not to wonder, 

Wol, 12. 


nor should we impute it as natter of 
reproach to an association ems; bated 1 
as this is*, that in tin number, -ome 
few of its members, fortuitously 
bled as they me-, should, he hand le s 
happily gifted in genius, or less irern- 
cd to supply what mv, be \v inting in 
capacity, by those substitute qua lines 
ofa-siduit) and diligence, which even 
tlu dull may command, and which 
they c m pttiily t ! ie want of, pci haps 
1 'is than the hvoly student. In con- 
ics dug that so, no example, of slow 
jjfoiievi, ending in but modomte and 
impc h’ct atluininent, have been fur- 
nished in the Lite examination. I shall 
indulge my repugnance to this aide of 
the picture so far as to suppress the 
mmcs which cannot partake in t! w ' • c- 
ncial honouis of thi$ colkgbt'? }\ar. 

I am happy, also, toquahfv the .fu/aiee 
of lyghcr pia' w --\ by uckeowl J dgidg, 
with much satisfaction, that sonic ef- 
fort has not been war. ting to regain 
lost ground, and tint a few gentium :n 
who were the subjects of admonition 
on a J Miner occasion, have since qua- 
lified themselves for the service, by a 
knowledge reported to be competent 
of* two languages. I have satis! • anon 
in naming those to whom this degree 
of commendation is due, a-rl with- 
drawing tmm Ivlr. Charles h.kdrvd 
RinwclJ, r.lr. Bieg'avc, and hlr. Jen- 
nings, any share of I lie lciieciions 
which irfay have attached M mem in 
mv 1 ci*-> r disc., uno, .nd wide': may have 
loll un< :i'*y hniac-reuni o:i tl.cir mind'. 

Another gentleman i<a> attuned 
pruduiencji In one language, 1 be Ben- 
galee, after an a i Cendant e n: eif logo of 
more than ilnvj yeats -and a hdf 

So small a pin .: ess can challenge 
no menr, which cam compensate for 
the inadequacy of his quiliiicMtion lor 
the duties of public office : but it has 
been determined, and that in a sp.nc 
of indulgence, to allow him the proba- 
tion of another yeai . I might iviLpp^, 
in the hope of a favourable result, have 
om*ttc*l even an allusion to this gentle- 
man, if I had not reason to apprehend 
that a disposition has arisen to misin- 
tc.pret a degree of indulgence, whini 
in February, 1808, was extended, 
wader very special circumstances, to 
E t • * 
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two gentlemen who had acquired a 
competent knowledge of only one lan- 
guage, and to spread an expectation 
that gentlemen would be indiscrimi- 
nately admitted to serve in the com- 
mercial branch, with that defective 
qualification. 

The principles on which the excep- 
tion alluded to was made, were so ex- 
plicitly stated in my discourse upon 
that occasion, that it appears difficult 
to have misunderstood them ; and to 
rectify such an error, it might seem 
sufficient to refer to that explanation. 
For the purpose, however, of arresting 
the progress of so pernicious a miscon- 
ception, I am desirous of taking this 
opportunity of unequivocally reminding 
the students of tlje college of Fort Wil- 
liam, that one language will not suffice, 
and that a competence in two will be 
required, without distinction as to the 
particular line of the service, which 
the taste, or peihaps under the mistake 
which I am now coirecting, the indo- 
lence of the student might lead him to 
prefer. Feeling forcibly, from the ex- 
periment already made, it is with 
.much reluctance I am constrained to 
advert in this place to the exp! ess 
mention in the report of the college 
council of thtee students who have 
ma le no progress in any language 
in a period of nearly three years. It 
has been determined to afford them 
the opportunity of one year more, to 
redeem their forfeited reputation, ^nd 
to avert the inevitable consequences to 
their views in life, their character and 
fortune, of a perseverance irt the breach 
of every duty to themselves, to their 
parents, their friends, and their em- 
ployers, which, after the admonitions 
already more than once repeated, will * 
add the offence of contumacy to all 
that was before culpable in their con- 
duct. 

I am grieved to say, that their minds 
do not seem, or have not yet been 
found accessible to the higher and more 
honourable inducements which have 
been held out to them in exhortations 
conveyed with tenderness and directed 
to their own, benefit. I am under a 
necessity, therefore, which I have 
■ought in vain to avoid, of employing a 


different tone of expostulation, and of 
presenting to them, motives more igno- 
ble than those which have hitherto ope- 
rated on the least meritorious of their 
cotemporaries. I am to announce, there- 
fore, the resolutions adopted by the col- 
lege, and by the government, that those 
who shall be found disqualified at their 
fourth annual examination, by the 
want of proficiency in two languages, 
shall be dismissed from the college as 
incapable of benefiting by the instruc- 
tion it* affords, and suspended the ser- 
vice as entirely deficient in the qualifi- 
cations it require.*, until the pleasure of 
the court of direct® shall be known, 
unless the honourable court should be 
in the interval, as if is not improbable 
they may, have signified their appro- 
bation of the absolute and final dis- 
missal, without reference, of these un- 
profitable servants. 

It is with pleasure that I turn from 
this afflicting part of my duty, to re- 
port, in the accustomed and well justi- 
fied terms of approbation, the conti- 
nued display of eminent talents, assi- 
duity constancy and zeal, in the dis- 
charge of severe and laborious func- 
tions, for which the learned professors, 
and officers of the college of Fort Wil- 
liam, K trope an and Native, have ever 
stood distinguished. This tribute will 
be found in several instances due not 
exclusively to the faithful and able per- 
formance of duties purely academical, 
but to the voluntary extension of la- 
bours already sufficiently weighty, in 
works of learning, which I shall have 
the satisfaction, of noticing in the sequel 
of this discourse. 

There is a topic, however, extremely 
interesting to the general cause of oii- 
eiital learning, as well as to this college, 
and to the honourable company’s ser- 
vice ii^India, which I would first pro- 
pose to touch upon, and from which I 
am unwilling any longer to refrain en- 
tirely, as I have hitherto done, although 
the materials we possess will afford 
even yet only a slight and somewhat 
anticipated notice ot the subject 1 refer 
to. 

I have been desirous of collecting 
such information as might epable me 
to report some probable judgment con- 
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cerning the operation of the knowledge 
acquired at the college of Hertford, on 
the subsequent studies of its members 
at Fort William. But the experiment 
is yet too recent and imperfect to furnish 
a mature and well-grounded opinion. # 

The experience hitherto acquired on 
this subject appears to be defective in 
two respects. 

First, too small a proportion of the 
students hitherto received from Hert- 
ford, have passed through the full 
course of oriental study, intended by 
the regulations of that college, to pre- 
cede the departure of the pupils for 
India. The late Toundation of that 
institution did not indeed admit earlier 
than last year, of the regulation which 
relates to that point, being finally and 
completely in force. 

But in the next place the college 
itself is too young, to have attained^he 
more perfect powers of instruction 
which may hereafter, and probably 
soon enable it to send forth periodically, 
and transfer to the college of Fort Wil- 
liam, a succession of scholars possess- 
ing the full .measure of acquirement, 
which the prescribed term of three 
years attendance at Hertford, may be 
capable of affording. 

The study of the Hindoostauee lan- 
guage, had not been allotted to those 
members of Hertford college, who 
were appointed to Bengal at the date 
of the last Advices ; and the extensive 
and various course of general siudy, 
embraced, I think vyisely, and I do 
not doubt, it will prove beneficially, 
in the scheme of education assigned to 
that institution, will always appear to 
leave some disadvantage on the college 
at Hertford, in a comparison with the 
college of Fort William, on the single* 
point of progress during equal periods 
of study, in the oriental languages. 

The absence at Hertford, of another 
advantageous incident to the local 
situation of our college in Bengal, 
must una* oidably continue, in alljimes, 
and under all circumstances, to give to 
the latter a decided superiority in om- 
ental pursuits. 

It will be enough to observe, that 
two of the languages which are taught 
here, the Hindoostanee and Bengalee, 


are vernacular; and the student, in the 
hours of leisure or amusement, and 
without fatigue or design, is quicken- 
ing imperceptibly the sedentary la- 
bours of his class by the practice of 
living tongues ; while his grammatical 
and critical studies are correcting the 
inaccuracies, and refining the rudeness 
of colloquial intercourse. 

The student is at the same time sur- 
rounded by,* and living with learned 
men, native and European, who are at 
once familiarly and profoundly con- 
versant in all the objects of his study. 
It is difficult to appreciate this advan- 
tage too highly ; but it is manifest 
that no such aid can be furnished for 
the promotion of study, where both 
instruction and practice are exclusively 
supplied by a single master, or by two 
or th re# individuals, to a multitude of 
scholars, who with many different and 
distinct occupations under other in- 
structors, are living at home, where no 
language but their own is spoken, and 
where both the characters and sounds 
of those which they aie studying, so 
far from familiar, are yet regarded with 
the sort of wonder which one sees 
bestowed by the vulgar on some impe- 
netrable and unintelligible mystery. 

Under these disadvantages, inherent 
in the natuie of the case, and yet 
greater at this early period than they 
may hereafter be, it must be satisfac- 
tory to those who founded, or who now 
favour that establishment, that I am 
enabled, in the absence of more ample 
grounds for a judgment on the subject, 
to say, frofti my own observation, that 
we have already derived some of our 
most distinguished ornaments from 
Hertford college. I do not speak of 
'the merit to which I now allude, in 
comparison only with that of cotem- 
poraries of the present year ; but I 
would place it confidently in parallel 
with the best and brightest period of 
our college. 

To warrant this homage, justly and 
impartially paid to the early fruit of 
our new, not rival, but associate insti- 
sution, I have only to name % 

Mr. Holt Mackenzie, 

Mr. Hans Sotheby, 

Mr. Bird, * 

f 2 
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Mr. Prinsep, 

Mr. Porcher, 

Mr. Molony, 

Mr. Bayley, and 
Mr. Belli. 

It is with peculiar pleasure that I 
do a further justice to Hertford col- 
lege, by remarking that the official 
reports and returns of our college will 
shew the students whq have been 
translated from Ilertfoit to Port V/il- 
liam, to stand honourably distinguished 
for regular attendance, for obedience to 
the statutes and discipline of the col- 
lege, for orderly and decorous demean- 
our, foi moderation in expense, and 
consequently in the amount of their 
debt, and in a wo id for those decen- 
cies of conduct which denote men 
well born, and characters well trained. 
1 make this obs^nation with the more 
satisfaction as 1 entertain an earnest 
wish to find it proved, that the pre- 
liminary tuition, and general instruc- 
tion afforded to the succeeding gene- 
rations of the company’s servants at 
Ileitford, will be (omul of more ex- 
tensive, I should almost be disposed to 
say, of more valuable influence, even 
for India, than a greater or smaller 
degree of pioficieqcy in a language or 
two of the east, can piove at that 
•arly period. 

I am happy, also, to have the au- 
thority of one piofcssor of this college 
ft saying, although the Hindoosfanee 
language does not appeur io have been 
taught at HeiUord to the students des- 
tined to Bengal, <f that iJjJj course of 
study in the I (indocstaneo in the 
college of Fort Wdfi.im, has been ge- 
nerally shortened by that in the Per- 
sian at Hertfoid, and in the instances, 
•f tho^e who bawl made any ptofiHency 
Tn the latter, very considerably so.” 

- I cannot batter emmey ihe senti- 
ments of another learned professor, of 
very high authority in this college, 
and in the whole body of oiiental scho- 
lars, than in his own words : 

“ On the whole, I am satisfied from 
the opinions which 1 have h.Mid, that 
Hhe Persian department of Hertford 
college is in a progressive Mate of im- 
provement^ and that its elects will be 


shortly perceptible in the abbreviated 
period of our studies here.” 

It will appear from these short re- 
maiks that several impoitant benefits 
have already been derived from the in- 
stitution at Hertford • the utility of that 
establishment lias ev'm thus early been 
made sensible, first by the positive ac- 
quiienv'nis of its pupiL, which although 
^considerable and merely edementary 
in oriental study, have been felt tocon- 
ti lbui/Miiaterially to the advancement 
of the same pursuits at Fort William ; 
but next, and principally, by a salutary 
influence on dbnduct and character 
both moral and academical. 

We are entitle 1 also to anticipate 
with’ hope and expectation, the growth 
and future promise of our younger, 
but sinter academy. Her progress is 
r.ojiv perceptible, and we may look to 
the approaching maturity of an institu- 
tion already prospering, for the fall 
accomplishment of every useful pur- 
pose, that under the peculiarities of 
■local situation, and their necessary in- 
fluence on the object in view, it could 
e\er be reisonab’c to contemplate from 
• that foundation. 

That the studies of Hertford will 
abridge those of Fort William, cannot 
be doubted. This has already been 
proved. 

That the latter will at all times, 
and after the now college shall have 
attained its highest perfection, s»‘ill ru- 
rr.ain indispensable, for affording even 
the competence of oriental knowledge 
a:. cl practice, lequijcd for mere official 
use, but much more indispensable to- 
wards a higher cultivation of these 
languages, aud the desirable pro- 
mo’ Ion of i. genera) taste for eastern 
■plnlowy an q literature , can as little be 
doubted. 

It is* at this college alone, that any 
general approach to excellence can be 
hoped for, and to withhold from the 
preliminary course of Hertfojd, the 
supplemental polish, as well as the fa- 
miliar practice of our truly oiiental 
school, would be to condemn the servied 
of Bengal to perpetual mediocrity, and 
to substitute the accessary for the prin- 
cipal, that is to say, a scheme of in- 
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struclion, necessarily defective and cir- 
cumscribed, for the wide, fertile, and 
copious range which we already pos- 
sessed before the institution at Hert- 
ford was established. 

But as this subject would lead to a* 
wider field than I can now engage in, 
and as the discussion is not called for 
by any apprehension that the facilities 
alforded by the liberal institution of 
Hertford College, to the beginning of 
oriental study, will be converted into 
obstacles at its close, and so, instead 
of promoting, be made to forbid ex- 
cellence, and bar us from the goal to- 
wards which it has been the object of 
the same establishment to render out- 
first steps more smooths and easy, 1 
shall, for the present, refrain from the 
further prosecution of this inte-ie&ting 
matter. 

1 proceed to the notice of such H to- 
rn ry woiks as have been executed or 
undertaken since the last disputation-;. 

The professor of the Persian and 
Arabic languages having nearly com- 
pleted his elaborate grammar r 9 [ the 
former of tnesc tongues, has com- 
menced an Arabic grammar on the 
same extensive scale. The composi- 
tion of a work which will unlock the 
treasure of knowledge on the Structure 
of that majestic, copious, and most 
artificial language, hitheito laid up in 
the compositions of learned oiienlal 
writers, and very imperfectly dis- 
closed by the labours of their brethren 
in Europe, must necessarily occupy 
several years. In the mean time, it 
will be satisfactory to those who are 
engaged in so interesting and useful a 
study, to know that other helps to- 
wards the acquisition of its grammatical § 
principles, agreeable to the System of 
instruction used by the Native literati, 
will speedily be afforded to therft. 

The first of these is a translation of 
a treatise on the permutation of let- 
ters euphonice gratia, which is very 
frequent in this language, and consti- 
tutes one of its principal difficulties. 
'It was drawn up in Persian by the *ate 
Maulavi Roshen Ali, for the use of the 
Arabic students in the college, and is 
now translated into English by Dr. 
Ty tier, who has for some time attended 


the lectures of the college, and bene- 
fited by the opportunities of instruc- 
tion which it affords. 

The second is a translation from 
Arabic qf three elementary treatises on 
the syntax of that language, viz. the 
Mial Aumil 5 a Commentary on the 
same ; and the Kafiyali of Ibny Hajib, 
by lieutenant Lockett, one of the exa- 
miners in tli£ college. To the Kafiyali, 
a work of unrivalled celebrity in the 
east* as containing one of the most 
ancient and compendious systems of 
tfle grammatical science of the Aiabs, 
will be added notes and illustrations 
from its most esteemed commentary, 
the Shereh Mulla, with an attempt to 
exhibit a general comparative \ iew of 
the peculiarities that teive to distio- 
guisli the grammatical structuie of the 
language from th it ol others. 

FcTT the gi eaten practical utility, the 
translator has proposed to ad i a praxis 
from ihe Mnkamat i I Lain and ikhuu 
us Safa, with a ti ambition of the 
Tahzib v»l Manuk, or a synopsis of 
Arabic logic, aiul a vocabulary of the 
principal words, vvitii a 1 feral expla- 
nation and analysis. 

The first volume of the Mnkamat i 
Hariii, which was noticed last year, 
has been completed. 

A selection from the most classical 
woiks in the Persian language has been 
prepared fr>r the use of that class under 
the direction of the professor. 1 1 is 
intended to occupy six quarto volumes, 
of which three have been published. 

In the l^industanee language, a con- 
siderable number of works m ptose 
were published, at a very early period 
of the* institution, under the super- 
iutendancc ol Dr. Gilchrist, the first 
professor of that tongue* But there 
was a want of specimens of poetical 
composition ; some of the most es- 
teemed among the prose works are 
now out of print 5 and the cultivation 
of that language having gradually ad- 
vanced, seems, to require, even in 
prose, specimens of a higher style of 
composition than have yet been laid 
before the public. To supply Ihest 
wants, the following works, some of 
which arc already completed, have 
been undertaken, at the reconuxiouda* 
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tion, and under the inspection, of the 
present learned Professor. 

1. — A selection from the works of 

Mir Soz, a Hindustanee poet of consi- 
derable celebrity, consisting of Odes 
and Tetrastichs. t 

2. — A more copious collection from 
Mirza RaJia-us-Sauda, who is deser- 
vedly esteemed the prince of Hmdus- 
tanee poets. This exhibits |he most ex- 
quisite specimens of all the varieties of 
poetical composition in the language ; 
and in this instance, a judicious selec- 
tion has one important advantage oveft 
a complete edition of fhc author’s 
works, because, while in his satirical 
compositions especially, he breathes a 
spirit which may entitle him to be 
called the oriental Juvenal, he shares 
not a little in the indelicacy of the 
Roman poet. All passages of the lat- 
ter description have been carefully ex- 
cluded from the present collection. 

3. — A translation into Hindustanee or 
Urdu prose of part of the lkhwan us 
Safa. , an Arabic work in high estimation 

The portion which has been selected, 
describes a dispute carried on before an 
impartial judge, between mankind and 
other animals ; the former claiming do- 
minion over all the rest, and the latter 
asserting their independence. The 
arguments on both sides, are delivered 
in language highly characteristic of the 
different speakers, and the translation 
has been executed by Maulavi Turah 
All, a native of Lucknow, eminently 
skilled both in Arabic and Hindustanee, 
assisted by the learned natives in the 
Hindustanee department of the College. 

Farther help in the acquisition of the 
grammatical principles of this useful 
language has been afforded to the junior 
students, both European and Native, by 
the publication of a short system of 
rules in Hindustanee verse, the work of 
Maulavi Amanet Uilah of the Hindus- 
tanee department of the College. As 
conveying at once, idiOmatical and 
grammatical instruction in easy versifi- 
cation, ttys work cannot fail to prove 
an useful aid to the memory of the 
(itudertt. 

In the dialects which are more pe- 
culiar to the Hindu inhabitants of these 
.prorinccs, the following works have 
been undertaken. 


1. The Ramadan of Tuii Das in the 
Purbi dialect, or that used in the pro- 
vinces situated to the eastward of 
Delhi, as Oude and Benares. It is a 
popular and admired poem, on a 
favourite subject of Hindu Mythology. 

2. The Sat-sai of Bekari Lai , a 
poem, highly esteemed as one of the 
most classical works in the old Hindee 
or Brij Bhahha , that is, the dialect that 
pievails about Muttra and Agra. 

The^e two works have been printed 
at the Shanscrit press. 

3. A collection of stories in the 
Hindustanee anefr Hindvi languages. 

•1. Grammatical principles of the Brij 
Blwkha dialect, with an English trans- 
lation. 

5. A continuation of the Prem 
Sugar, or history of Krisfm, translated 
froqi the tenth chapter of the Bhaga - 
ivut, the lirst part of which was pub- 
lished some years ago. 

(5. Rajniti , or admonition to kings, a 
work on moiality and the principles of 
government, taken from the celebrated 
Ilitupadesa , and translated into the 
dialect of Brij. 

The four last mentioned works are 
the composition of Shri Lullh Lai Cab, 
the Bhakn Munshi attached to the 
llindust&n ee depart men r . 

Of the vernacular language of Ben- 
gal, an extensive dictionary, compiled 
by the learned professor of that lan- 
guage, is in considerable for wariness, 
and will issue from the Mission press 
at Seramporc. t 

In the mean time, a vocabulary, 
Bengalee and English, a work useful 
to be committed to memory by students 
commencing tlie study of this language, 
htji.s been published by Mohem Pershud 
i Yfiacur A learned native attached to the 
college. 

As *in original composition in this 
language, may be mentioned the his- 
tory of Hindustan, compiled by the head 
•Puudit in this department of the col- 
lege. •' This work is now in the press 
of Scrnmpore, and may soon be expect- 
ed to appear. 

Of the Mahratta tongue a dictionary 
has been published at the Mission press, 
and forms an important addition to the 
stock of literary wealth, especially at 
a^ime when circumstances have ren- 
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dered the acquisition that language 
of greater consequence than it ever was 
before. 

While so much has been done to 
facilii ite the acquisition of languages, 
the cultivation of oilier branches ok 
science has not bejen neglected. That 
of jurisprudence in particular, the study 
of which is become an object of pri- 
mary necessity to the greatest part of 
the company’s servants, and especially 
to those entrusted with the most impor- 
tant duties, has received, or is about to 
receive, the most valuable illustration. 
The Persian translation of the Hydaya, 
which was made by a society of learn- 
ed natives, by order of Mr. Hastings, 
and has been carefully corrected by 
Maulavi Muhummed Rashid, one of 
the officers of the court of S udder 
Dewany and Nizamet Adawlet,was put 
to the press about four years ago? by 
order of government, and is now com- 
pleted. This will supply to the Persian 
student the omissions of the h.nglish 
translation made by captain Hamilton, 
as well as correct some deviations^ from 
the sense of the original which have 
been discovered in that translation ; and 
it will render that work, which is of 
high authority in all questions of 
Mohammedan law, more accessible to 
the native law officers attached to the 
courts of justice. 

To supply the want of the law of 
inheritance in the Hydaya* a Persian 
translation of theSiuajjiah, with its com- 
mentary the Sherisiaji, which are well 
known by tl*e English version of sir 
William Jones, is now in the press and 
will soon be published. 

A similar defect in the digest of 
Hindu law, for the translation of which 
the world is indebted to the learning* 
and industry of Mr. Colebrook, is 
about to be supplied by the pet* of the 
same gentleman, in a translation of two 
works of high authority, with copious 
notes and illustrations: the DayaBhaga, 
a treatise on inheritance, by Ibmuta 
Vahana, and the law of inheritance 
from the Mitachara,'a commentary, by 
Vijnyaneswara, on the institutes of 
Yajnyabalcya. The one is a work 
held in great estimation in the province 


of Bengal ; the other is a standard 
authority throughout India. 

Lieut. Galloway, a gentleman who 
has with great industry and success 
devoted much of his time to the study 
of the A$ibie language, and of Moham- 
medan law, is employed in the transla- 
tion of the Muktesiri Kuduri,' a cele- 
brated treatise on Mohammedan law, 
by the learned Shaikh Abul Husain 
Ahmed of* Bagdad, comprehending 
t lie judicial system, civil and criminal, 
the canon law and religious institutions 
(jf the Mussulmens, and considered by 
the follower# of Abu Hanisa, a work 
of the highest authority. The transla- 
tor has announced his intention tJ an- 
nex illustrations, where requisite, from 
all the books, of authority, so as to ren- 
der thg system* a& complete as possible. 

In the science of geography Dr. 
Leyden has undertaken to publish in 
Arabic, with an English translation, 
the work of the celebrated Ibn ui 
Wardik, entitled, Kerridut-ool-Ajayeb, 
which is regarded in Arabic as a work 
of the most classical authority in the 
science ; the author being esteemed 
more accurate in his information, and 
mdre free from credulity than any who 
have either preceded or followed him. 
This cannot fail to be a valuable 
addition to the scanty stock of material! 
which we hitherto possess regarding 
the descriptive geography of regions, 
whose princes and inhabitants formerly 
ac^ed a most conspicuous part on the 
theatre of the world. 

The fi$st volume of" the works of 
Confucius? which was announced last 
year, has been lately issued from the 
Missiop press at Serampore, and is 
preceded by a dissertation on the 
Chinese language, which* throws con- 
siderable light on that very singular 
and obscure system. 

This work contains the text of the 
venerable author printed in the Chinese 
character, the types of which have 
been prepared and submitted to the 
press by the # patient and ingenious 
industry of the translator and editor. 
The translation is referred, by numbew 
over each sentence, to the correspond- 
ing words of the Chinese text, and is 
accompanied by an ample commeqtarj. 
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both by the principal work, and by 
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presents of ofi-rmg the homage which 
appeals to me to be due io this lauda- 
ble effort of modest genius aryd 1 ibour, 
which has pm- bed fotward the appa- 
rently hopeless project of forming* a 
Chine' o 1 aim'd, und;v circumstances 
so iiule prop!' ions to such an f»ndc» tak- 
ing, to a point - : aicccss and efficiency, 
which huger me. ms and more powerful 
eticourag 'ment could iiatdly have jus- 
tified a *rO e o> othwM'g. 

This CwiuAienvi.udo d^lgn has ad- 
vanced, however, f-ikmiy, without aid 
or notice, by the iunu.e {lowers of 
strenuous, t: ongb humble and unas- 
suming energy of mud directed by 
liberal and vi* incus Ueivs. 1, What Mr. 
Mawimun has aheacly accomplished, 
both in the milieu of fd*j young but 
distinguish ?«i pupils, nnd in work*,, the 
pljodufe of aelf-insliuction, would have 
done hdUfogr to InMitutions fosteied by 
all the aid^ojf mcmificence and power j 
idhavc risen, in the shade ipse suispol - 


Jens opihuSy renders his successful 
labours only the more worthy of admi- 
ration. 

1 lie printed vor ilmlai ies wliicli were 
circulated in a former year, with a 
>rquest that- they might be filled up 
with the local dialects and peculiar 
languages ot different dktiicts of 
these provinces, and of the contiguous 
countries, have pi oduccd a single, J>ut 
valuable accession to philological 
science, in a communication leccived 
from Mr. Masters at Chittagong, under 
whose supeiintcndance a vocabulary 
of the Maga language has been com- 
piled. A careful examination of it has 
shewn how much is due to the laudable 
exertions of that gentleman in so un- 
frequented a walk ot literature: for 
cveiy page of it manifests the high 
degree of care and assiduity which lias 
been bestowed on the work, though 
Mr. Masters with great modesty de- 
clines the personal merit of its execu- 
t ; un. This successful specimen de- 
monstrates, in the most satisfactory 
manner, the gi eat advantage which must 
result to the study of languages, as 
well as to historical researches relative 
to the Indian nations, from the comple- 
tion of the enlarged plan of compara- 
tive vocabularies, proposed by the 
council of the college. Praise is 
due, therefore, to Mr. Masters, not 
only for the coircct manner in which 
the work communicated by hirp has 
been executed, but also for the supe- 
rior exei lions wlvch he has made, in 
being the first to present a valuable, 
contribution towards the accomplish- 
ment of an inttfiestingr object, which 
Ttlss been recommended by government, 
( to 4he attention of those whose local 
situation 'affords the opportunity of 
promoting its attainment. 

It wasvnentioned in my last discourse, 
that as an extension of the design 
just alluded to, it was in the contem- 
plation of govern rhent to print and 
circulate vocabularies in the Berman 
and Malay languages for the purpose 
of acquiring specimens of the nnme- " 
rous and almost unknown languages 
spoken in the countries between India 
and China, and in the eastern isles. In 
pursuance of this intention, the pro- 
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posed vocabulary has been prepared in 
the Berman and Malay, to which has 
been added the Siamese language, 
and measures are in progress tor its 
circulation to the eastward. Dr. Ley- 
den had already pushed his comprehent 
sive and poweiful researches in that 
direction, and has been enabled to 
supply materials, and carry the work 
into complete execution, from the 
abundant and various stores of his own 
knowledge, which embrace.^ these 
hitherto neglected languages, availing 
himself at the same time of such aid, 
as could be obtained ill this place. 

The vocabulary, to which are pre- 
fixed preliminary observations by Dr. 
Leyden, and alphabets of the Berman 
and Malay languages, has been printed 
at the Mission press at Seram por. 

If we except the publication of the 
Berman alphabet at Rome, bf the 
Propaganda Society, this is the first 
European attempt to cultivate the 
knowledge of the Berman and Sia- 
mese languages. By the circulation of 
this vocabulary in three of thy most 
extensive and original of the more 
Eastern languages, three different sour- 
ces will be opened for investigation, 
each of which will supply a medium 
for the progressive increase <Jf the col- 
lection of vocabularies. 

In forming this collection, as our 
views extend to a variety of nations 
beyond die pale of the English govern- 
ment, or its direct influence, we anti- 
cipate the cordial assistance of all well- 
informed Europeans, as well as of our 
own countrymen. 

To this hope we have had early en- 
couragement from the liberal and ac- 
tive zeal with which this plan h^s al- 
ready been seconded by softie Spanish 
gentlemen of Manilla, who contem- 
plated the establishment of a learned 
and philosophical institution, to be 
denominated “ the literary society of 
the Philippines ' * at whose desire 
several copies of this vocabulary have 
been forwarded to Manilla, for the 
purpose of being filled up with the 
corresponding terms in the different 
languages of that extensive Archi- 
pelago. 


The length of this discourse, occa- 
sioned by the abundance of matter, 
which I have been unable to com- 
press, will admit but of a short vale- 
diction. 

I wt^'jome those who have quitted 
with honour the college for the world, 
and have passed forward from the sea- 
son of instruction to that of action. 

Their new harness will sit easy Upon 
necks w hit'll hate borne sturdily a 
heavier yoke, and, fiko well-tiained 
legions, they will fcwr’the service of 
She field lighter tliaiY the discipline of 
the camp while their past labours 
shall be the measuie by which they 
may surely claim future confidence 
and favour. 

To yon, who have yet to win, the 
prizes which* you have seen, this day, 
dispensed to your seniors, I ran ad- 
dress no better exhortation than to tread 
in the footsteps which ihe more illus- 
trious of your predecease i s have left 
upon the course you arc yourselves to 
run. Fix your eyes steadily upon the 
same goal, and let your hopes of attain- 
ing it be built exclusively on vigorous 
exertion and only constancy. Ply your 
labours, and distrust all other means 
of success. Above all beware of a 
treacherous .confidence in the advan- 
tage of supposed superiority of talents. 
These, unsupported by industry, will 
drop you midway, or perhaps will not 
yet have started when the diligent 
traveller will have won the race. Be 
assured that in study^ application is 
the first, % the second, and the third vir- 
tue ; application, not per salfum, not 
in capricious fits, not with ebbs and 
flows, of indolence aid exertion; ar- 
dent indeed, may it be, but uniform 
and un aba ting. Those among the 
Grecian youth who aspired to the 
Olympic crown and immortality, 
would by no means trust their hopes 
to the flattering gifts of nature, how- 
eve%lavishVy endowed, but fought to 
fix their fortune, and secure their 
laurel, by long and vigorous prepara- 
tions for the contest. 

Be these your model* 5 and croons 
shall not be wanting to re^0rd your 
toil, and grace your victory. 
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Petition of the Bulloi hs of Calcutta to 
their fellow citizens of the human 
species. 

Humbly ShfAveth, 

That your petitioners are of the fa- 
mily of the Gods; and but for t>ie cruel- 
ty of man, they would now enjoy a 
sacred character, together with sundry 
inestimable privileges, which many of 
their near and dear relations at this 
‘moment happily enjoy. * 

That the spoliation barbarously 
committed upou, heir persons by the 
hand of man, has degraded them Irons 
the rank which they outfit to hold 
among animals — has deprived them' of 
eveiy domestic comfort, the sweet so- 
lace of connubial intercouise, the pride 
of paternity — the ti. import of behold- 
ing a cherished offspring pYosperovis and 
happy, the consolations which * the 
soothing cares and tender assiduities of 
such an offspring atfoi'd in the decline 
of life ; and in short, of all those enjoy- 
ments, which render life itself a va- 
luable possession, and distinguish the 
bull fiom the bullock. 

That this outrage against nature, has 
not been sufficient to satisfy the cruelty 
of man, who in leturn for many useful 
services, rendered by your petitioners, 
treats them with contumely and neglect 
— rewards their labors with blows — 
goads them on to tfbrts, beyond their 
strength — inflicts tuNuiesofetery kind, 
not respecting even the poor remains of 
their lost dignities — and finally, aban- 
dons them, famished — exhausted — spi- 
ritless — mutilated — covered wj t h sores 
and wounds — a hideous spectacle, ab- 
horrent to themselves, and shocking to 
the moie compassionate animals, who 
witness their misery and sullen ngs. 

Y< s Man, — inhuman Man, 

Arm'd with a littk* mock authority. 

Doth p ay such pranks behind the genet al 

titif , 

As jnakc poor bullocks weep !' 

Your petitioners are top well ac- 
quainted with human nature to* ex- 
pect, that they should become the ob- 
jects of., a gratuitous liberality; but 
^they do think that self interest, that 
^jmat pjjuailiog, principle, which go- 
twrns bWi man and bullocks, might 
dictate a more humane and conside- 
rate proceeding turvards them. 


Your petitioners submit that it has 
been held by ancient authorities, that 
wheels should be round, and that they 
should stand or roll upright, whereas 
the wheels in modern use, are often of 
$uch singular figure and construction, 
having such various apd irregular incli- 
nations, as utterly to puzzle and con- 
found all the mathematical ideas of 
your petitioners. 

Your petitioners are fully aware that 
tar and grease are luxuries, and they 
admit that the sailor boy, who must 
needs indulge in such dainties, was 
properly punished for his epicurism ; 
but they must contend notwithstanding, 
and upon the soundest principles of 
commercial ccconomy, that those ar- 
ticles might be used, in moderate 
quantity, with eminent advantage. 

For if, by such appliances, the de- 
gree c of friction could be diminished — 
if by the application of mathematical 
science in the construction and dispo- 
sition of wheels — if by the use of suit- 
able harness, and by the establishment 
of a iegulation, for apportioning the 
draft fcT the powers of the cattle, your 
petitioners could be relieved from a 
small part of their present grievances, 
they would engage to perform two or 
more jouriiies, where they now per- 
form one, to the great proiit of their 
employers — to the advcfritnge of the 
consumers of bricks, firewood, and 
timber; and t to the great cofnfort of 
the frequenters of those excellent roads, 
which are now so prematurely cut up, 
and destroyed. 

Your petitioners must observe that, 
under such a regulation, they would 
not only live more comfortably,* and 
live longer in a state fit for service, but 
t'hfy' would in the end, be found very 
excellent food for the most fastidious 
appetite, 0 whereas in their present la- 
mentable condition, their poor carcases 
would be spurned by the most vora- 
cious tiger. 

Amop.g minor advantages, your pe- 
tioners would hint that, by the use of a 
little tar and grease, it might be prac- 
ticable to subdue those .discordant 
sounds, which jar and afflict the deli- 
cate ears and souls of the musical, in a 
degree to be equalled only by the jar* 
ring of your petitioners' bones. 
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Your petitioners, without entertain- 
ing any unreasonable expectations, do 
most humbly submit, that, in the pre- 
sent rage for making roads and digging 
canals, some attention might be paid 
to their accommodation. For exam# 
pie, a few spans $>f brick road, from 
one of the Ghauts ajt Tolly’s Nullah to 
the road passing from the general hos- 
pital, would render one ot the great 
theatres of your petitioners’ suffering, a 
safe and delightful promenade. * 

Your petitioners are fully aware that 
any regulation, which might be esta- 
blished for preserving* the rights of ani- 
mals, and for remedying those giiev- 
ances of which they complain, might 
and would be egregiously abused by 
the lower officers < f police or others, 
who should be appointed to enforce it; 
but this being a common and a neces- 
sary evil, it must be submitted tef, and 
your petitioners would still derive a 
melancholy consolation, from behold- 
ing their present unfeeling task-mas- 
ters fined, pounded, beaten, and op- 
pressed, after the manner in which 
they are accustomed to beat, forture, 
and distress your indignant petitioners. 

Finally, your petitioners must ob- 


serve, that they arc a peaceful, con- 
templative animal, much addicted to 
philosophical musing, or what is called 
chewing the cud ; and little disposed 
to quarrel with man or tigers. They 
submit tj™t man, in the exercise of his 
power, should be merciful — it is suf- 
ficiently mortifying that your peti- 
tioners should be placed under the go- 
vernment of those who are scarcely 
thcr supeilors in intellectual endow- 
ments — they esteem it evil enough 
that they should be degraded to their 
present unnatural and humiliating con- 
dition — th^t they should be doomed to 
be eaten, to pass incontinently into the 
maw of some odious glutton, without 
any certainty of the immortality of the 
soul. They do therefore, insist that 
they ought not in this life, to be plagued 
ana tormented, to be subjected perpe- 
tually to such grievous afflictions of the 
hand of man, as are calculated to ren- 
der this paragon of animals an object* 
of abhorrence in their sight, and to ex- 
cite in the minds of your petitioners 
ceitain doubts, whether this favorite of 
the heavens has been fashioned, ani- 
mated, end impelled, by a disposing 
providence. And your petitioners,^ 


THE PRINCIPALITY OF SIND. 


A political communication has 
been lately opened between the Bri- 
tish Government in India and the 
principality of Sipd — a narrow but 
fertile tract of country, which ex- 
tends along both sides of the river 
Indus from Tatta to Mooltan, and 
is shut out fiom all community with 
the adjacent kingdoms to the east 
and west, by an almost impenetrable 
barrier of rocks and desarts. The 
geographical peculiarities o£ this in- 
sulated state, its political importance 
(as embracing nearly one half of the 
natural frontier of Hindoostan,) the 
obscurity in which every thing con- 
nected with it has hitherto been buried, 
and the fatal termination of a former 
attempt to bring it within the sphere of 
British influence, are all of them cir- 
cumstances calculated to render it an 
object of particular curiosity. Among 
other happy results of a late mission, it 


has opened the stores of information 
on a subject so eminently important 
^nd interesting, and the public will in 
due time reap the benefits ot the dis- 
closure* The embassies to Cabul and 
Lahore, •through no other channels 
than the private conespondence of the 
gentlemen attached to them, have 
served, within the last year, to diffuse 
a more general and correct knowledge 
of those remote and unfrequented 
countries, of their inhabitants, their 
political strength and relations, than in 
the common course of things could 
have been expected or imagined. But, 
witli respect to Sind, there are few 
hitherto, wlft) have heard moie of the 
country than its name. The princi- 
pality of Sind forms, nominally a 
part of the tributary domini|jp9 of the 
King of Cabul. In common, how- 
ever, with all the remote dependencies 
of that stale, it has fallen off, afnid 
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l he civil convulsions by which Cabul 
has so long been distracted : and it 
may now be considered as virtually 
independent. Sind, U at present go- 
verned bv a triumvirate of three Bro- 
thers ; — the eldest <f whom* having 
the largest share of the public re venue, 
possesses consequently the leading in- 
Hue ace in public ..Hairs, and is osten- 
sibly set iortli as the supreme head of 
the govirnmeht. — This triumvirate 
exercises a power absolutely despotic, 
and displays, in the maxims of its ad- 
ministration, all the ignorance and 
avai ice, which are common to the 
great body of eastern potentates. The 
present dynasty have not been esta- 
blished for more than 30 years ; and 
the jealous timidity conspicuous in 
their policy evince* their own sense of 
the insecurity of the tenure by which 
they still "hold possession of 4hc 
throne. 

The inhabitants of Sind are repre- 


sented by the gentlemen who visited 
that country with Mr. Smith as a peo- 
ple recently emerged from baibarism, 
who have not yet attained that pitch of 
improvement, which, by introducing 
the virtues, the knowledge, and the 
comforts peculiar to civilized life, 
atones for the loss of those i ruler excel - 
Icncics, which enter into the charac- 
ter of the savage. 

The army of Sind is estimated at 
40,000,. men ; — a .large force, when 
compared with its territorial extent. 
The troops are composed of levies 
raised from the military tribes, which, 
in their constitution, pretty much re- 
sembled the feudal clans of ancient 
Europe. The amount of the revenue 
is supposed to have diminished, in the 
proportion of nearly one half, since 
the accession of the present family to 
the throne. It still, however, is esti- 
mated so high as 42 lacs of Rupees 
per annum. 


MAHOMMED NUBBEfi KHAN. 


Tiie following is a copy of the instru- 
ment appointing Mahommed Nubbce 
Khan, (late Ambassador from the 
King of Persia to thq Government of 
British India,) to the Office of Viceroy 
of Ears, 

“ in the name or con, 
t( Given under the great ie.il of the 
“ King, who is the Father of the 
“ Woild and iE inhabitants. 

” The moot noble, illustrious, 
brave, w*se, and trust-worthy servant 
of the king, Mahommcd Nubhefr Khan 
may ever stand exalted in the favour 
of his Majesty. Be it known to him, 
that we have appointed to the office of 
Vizier, the star of the royal heaven 
and the light of the rojal moon, cur 
son, Houssein Alice Muza, late "Vice- 
roy of Ears • and, that wc require, to 
supplv his place, an able and trusty 
officei’, capable of managing the 
affairs of the province, of distinguished 
knowledge, provident in council, and 
cobstantbL sedulous in business. There- 
fore, iir*is year Eelaun Eel; wc have 
chosen, the said most noble and trust 
worthy persofy*for this high service, 


— he being eminently qualified for the 
same : — that is to say, we have ap- 
pointed hjm to the office of Viceroy 
of Ears, our said son having been 
raised to the dignity of Vizier. And, 
in consideration of the favour which 
we bear towaids him, we have order- 
ed, that a 'khclaat and kulmdhaii, 
ornamented with precious stones, be 
sent to him froni the royal treasury, 
as a badge of honor, by the hands of 
the noble and faithful attendant of the 
royal court, Mfrza Ruhcem Tubbeeb : 
— in order that he (Mahommed Nub- 
bee Khan), may receive the same with 
pride, and mnyconduct the affairs of his 
office, in^conformity with the royal will. 

“It is therefore made known to all 
the noble and eminent persons, the 
officers of government and others, 
lately in M the service of our said son, as 
well ns to all the lords of the country, 
the hakeems, and the inhabitants in ge- 
neral, that the distinguished person 
above named has been appointed to 
sudeeed our said son, and they are 
hereby required to obey him accoEr 
dingly.” 
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THE HON. CHARLES ANDREW BRUCE. 

[The short biographical sketch of the character of this gentleman is drawn b^ ouewli# 
appears to have had a close oppoi lunily of c ^Cliin ni:i^ its pccuhari tie?-, and of ascertaining 
its wroth. He lias not glanced at Ike eireuiristauees of IV£r. IhwtV. seivire, by whi.b he 
distinguished himself eminently, in the employment of the East Irwin (Vr.ipain , and 
of which it is not intend* d to give any fin the r account, fh u that he v i < it to India in the 
civil branch of the cnnpany’j* <" l.iUislinicHt, at an caily k.'ie ofhl'c, aiul had, but ;»t a shoit 
date from the nn i.ti;ehol\ cu'M, which g.u s or^naim: fn t* c eicni'dr, piocccdul to Pe- 
nang, to lake upon himself the charge of PiiiK Af w .des\ Ishm l ; m the * ovcrnihent 
whir i.f in (Jiivl. — The gazette of t8c fount r »*!a<c records his death in the follow teg 
encomiastic, and Lst i^iins.] 


“ To those sncl events, of which the 
commiseration is increased by every re- 
flection on thebitlcrue.s ofiLter.su and 
unexpected occurrence, is in be added 
the decease of the Honcukabtx C. A. 
Baucis governor of this island, in the 
full \igonr of manhood, in the joy of 
affluence and station ; blest in the 
possession of present happinc:.*:, and 
warm in rational views of prolonged 
felicity, a sudden blow has disturbed 
the^chram of enjoyment,* and shewn 
that i eal satisfaction must be founded on 
other bases than the fallacies of hope. 

“ His illness, which in its fir-r stage 
was attended with excessive pain, was 
supported with exemplary firmness 
and redgnat'ou. # The progress oi sick- 
ness was watched with calmness > h’^s 
family supported with manly tenderness, 
and the unremitting attentions oi those 
whose skill '’omhaled the didder, ac* 
knowledged with grateful considera- 
tion. The last hours weie cheered by 
a retrospect of tranquil blessings of 
which death might interrupt the* course, 
but could not, in his approach, banish 
the recollection. To those who wit- 
nessed the scene, may it be or . of 
lastingexample ! It may not be without 
use hastily to collect the leading traits 


of a life, that gave the greatest 
comfort, the comiort of peace, at the 
last. 

In the nearer relations of life, 
never did nun display more engaging 
sweetness of disposition, morcallection- 
ate interest, mnie unvarying regard, 
— the anguish ot recent mMbi tune flies 
from rnnsirlciations the most consola- 
toiy, rivdei t he hallowing influence of 
time. Jo the lelnlions of father, hus- 
band, friend, who that knew him, can 
rt'vd a recital of Jus woilh ? r l’o his do- 
mestics ho was liberal v«li« 1 louder, and 
in eve.y^iftce (',1 general intei course, 
pi hie, r. liable, equal. 

“The viitucs tint thus beautified 
the walk of piw r/e life, operated with , 
enlarged inflacr.ee in a range extended: 
il was a mind full of active good- 
will. sat idling Itself with no visionary 
srlicir.es ot benevolence, uules* it were 
u<a uumixi .1 with fancy, to have 
im ug 1 t that public benefits might al- 
ways t«'Infii!c wvh individual happi*. 
ness. In no case Was he e\ or actuated 
b\ a selfish view. The motives were 
cw pmc and just ; the course direct 
and honourable. He [bought injurjlto 
no man.y They Who saw him nearest, 
best know, that scarcely could caution 
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hint at possible evil, when native good- 
ness had palliated the error, or lost the 
suggestion. 

“ Such he was in private life, that 
to doubt the impiession of* his memory 
on his friends, were to doubt ^1 that is 
of worth in human nature. In the va- 
rying record of public recollection, the 
course of things must preset ve the 
strong characters of leading events ra- 
ther than the value of milder virtues ; 
but of public judgment, the expiession 
of the public concern during illness, has 
shewn that the report may justly bfc 
lasting. i 

" That qualities such as these should 
not Rave been permitted longer to 
spread their influence, or longer to be 
remunerated with what of enjoyment 
virtue has here to bestow, is but aq ad- 
ditional cau^e to revere the dispensa- 
tions of that law, which, though itt de- 
crees may baffle the calculation of hu- 
man retribution, shall assuredly secure 
to integrity, and honour, and benevo- 
lence, their fixed and eternal reward. 

“ To perpetuate the memory of the 
governor, bo far as the frail efforts of 
human care can avail a meeting of the 
British inhabitants was convened sub- 
sequently to his death ; who passed 
unanimously the following resolutions. 

First. Resolved,' that the British 
inhabitants who compose this meeting, 
being fully sensible of the blessings 
which they, with the other inhabitants 
of the island, enjoyed during the peried 
the late Honorable Charles Andrew 
Bruce was at the head of this govern- 
ment ; whose conduct was marked by 
honor and integrity towaids his hono- 
rable employers, zeal and solicitude for 


the general welfare and interests of the 
island ; and by justice, benevolence, 
hospitality, and a suavity of manner to 
all : — and desirous of bearing testimony 
to his worth and merit by some tribute 
of public approbation, calculated to 
perpetuate the same* to posterity, do' 
therefore propose to erect a mausoleum 
over the grave, in which his body was 
interred, with an appropriate inscrip- 
tion, stating by whom, and on what ac- 
count jt had been erected. 

Second. Resolved, that a subscrip- 
tion be immediately opened for the 
purpose of defraying the expence of 
erecting the said building. 

Third. Resolved, that five persons 
with the chairman, be selected from 
the present meeting, to act as a com- 
mittee for carrying the first resolution 
into effect, who for that purpose will 
be authorised to receive such sums as 
may be subscribed. 

Fourth. Resolved, that the said 
committee shall, with all convenient 
dispatch, fix upon a plan of the build- 
jng intended to be erected, and also to 
draw out an appropriate inscription for 
a stone to be placed thereon, for the 
purpose of being submitted for the ap- 
proval of the subscribers at a future 
period. ' 

Fifth. Resolved, that a copy of 
these resolutions, accompanied by a re- 
spectful letter of condolence, to ' be 
signed by t^e committee, be transmit- 
ted to the Honoiable Mrs. Bruce,' by 
the first convenient opportunity, and 
that the committee, when chosen, be 
directed to retire and prepare a suitable 
letter for that purpose, to be submitted 
to this meeting for approval. 


Memoirs of Joskpii ] 

They who have been wont to 
contemplate the even trnour of the 
lives, usually parted by the indi- 
viduals of his nation, wjll have some- 
thing to admire in the busy and un- 
common scenes, in which ihe enter- 
ptising subject of this memoir, was a 
distinguished but.notfa fortunate actor $ 
unless it shall be* considered a species 
** The following s.\e(ah of the life of Emin is 
fin llifrifniaifc n&mruus othei occasions 


Emin, Armenian.* 

of good fortune, that he acquired the 
friendship of the good and the patronage 
of the great j but Which, however they 
might «have gratified his heart, do not 
appear in any noticeable degree to have 
improved his fortunes 5 but this, per- 
haps, might have been owing more 
to a proud and unyielding spirit on his 
own part, and which we would rather 

taken from a Bengal Print, (the Mirrur) to 
, the Editor is much indebted.' 
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believe from the illustrious names that 
befriended him, than the neglect or 
indifference of his patrons. 

Joseph Emin was an Armenian gen- 
tleman, upwards of 40 years a brevet 
ensign in the service of the Hon. East# ' 
India Company ^ a singular and ex- 
traordinary character, of an ardent and 
aspiring genius, whose life abounded 
with materials for a valuable and curi- 
ous memoir, and who, had circum- 
stances concurred with his patriotic 
views, would have shone upon the 
world as the restorer of the freedom 
of his country. He was the only Ar- 
menian, who, to use his own words, 

“ out of several thousands, and in 
thousands of years, has displayed an 
ardent and inextinguishable thirst for 
improvement and liberty. ” 

On the death of so extraordinary an 
individual, who lived for many years, 
and till his decease, in the capital of 
British India, it falls peculiarly within 
the province of a local publication, to 
present to its readeis some sketch, 
however short and imperfect, of his, 
active career. 

Mr. Emin, an Armenian by ancestry, 
and by his religion, descended from 
noble blood, was borrf at Ilamadan, 
in Persia, m the year ]7'2(j. »His an- 
cestors, who were zealously attached 
to the honour and independence of 
their country, quitted Armenia on its 
being reduced under the Ottoman yuke 
by Shah Abbas, and sought an asylum 
at Hamadan, near the foot of Mount 
Alwend, in Persia. Hamadan being 
conquered, and brought under the 
Ottoman subjection, tiie family of 
Emin, about the year 1/^2, removed 
from thence for India, and on their 
way stopped some time at Bessora, an<j * 
Joseph Emin, the subject of our pre- 
sent notice, then a boy of stuven or 
eight years of agp, was in that city, 
when it was besieged by Thamaz Kouli 
Khan, better known by the title of 
Nadir Sh.ih. • 

The father of Emin passing from 
Bussora into India, came on to Ben- 
gal, bringing with lmn a part of Hs 
family, and with them his son Joseph, 
whom, on his arrival in .Calcutta, it 
became his first cate to place at an 


English school, that he might be 
instructed in the rudiments of that 
tongue. Emin, descended, as above 
stated, from an ancient and illustrious 
family of Armenia, was fired, even 
in his beyish days, with the ambition 
of rendering himself the instrument 
of rescuing his country from slavery ; 
and with that intention, he formed the 
resolution of making himself a profi- 
cient in the military tactics of Europe ; 
and then to proceed to t Armenia, to 
place himself at the head of his coun- 
tfymen, to assert their independence, 
and to urge#them to free themselves 
from the oppression of the Turks. It 
was some considerable time befofe he 
could carry the fiist steps of his plan 
into execution ; a principal ditficuity 
occuircd in finding his way to Europe. 
After many fruitless attempts to work 
his passage to England, he obtained a 
birth on board the Walpole Indiaman, 
captain Pea, in the year l/ lt). He 
shipped himself as boatswain’s boy. 
On his arrival in London he found 
himself without friends and without 
money. — Duiing his first )ear$, be 
underwent many hardships, and was 
compelled to engage in various labo- 
rious occupations, to obtain his daily ; 
bread ; and for sometime he actually 
plied the streets of London as a com- 
mon porter. r lhese discouiagrng cir- 
cumstances, which would ha\c damped 
the ardour of a. less zealous enthu- 
siast, served only to fan the latent 
spark of patriotism in the bieast of 
young Entin— he determined to perse- 
vere and t6 surmount every difficulty. 
Accident, at length, brought him un- 
der the, no lice of the duke of Northum- 
berland, who warmly patronized him, 
and introduced him to his royal highness 
the duke of Cumberland, who, finding 
Emin a youth of genius and enteprize, 
sent him to Woolwich academy, to 
study mathematics, gunnery, fortifi- 
cation, and other branches of military 
science. Some time afterwards, he 
accompanied ins royal highness to tho 
continent, and served in several cam- 
paigns undci pilnce Ferdinand. Afrej 
tltetci initiation of the German wars, ho 
went to Hussi^., and obtaining letters 
of recommend at ioti tie hi. the cotyt oj' 
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St, Peter&burgh, lie joined Kcraclius, 
pi ince of Georgia, where lie anxiously 
bought to carry into effect the plan of 
liberating Ins country, the luling pas- 
sion of his son), and which gave energy 
to his chat actor and to all his actions. 
Union u'Mteiy, the independence of 
his spirit, and his dislike to the servility 
of couits, ill accorded with tlic temper 
of 1-lciach'v.s, from whose service he 
w ns obliged to withdraw. 1 After vari- 
ous peiilnus adventures in Persia, Ar- 
menia, Georgia, Circassia, Taurida, 
See. he found his degenerate coun- 
trymen unwoithy cf the freedom to 
which he hoped to restore them, and 
as his means weio wholly inadequate 
to the attainment of his favourite ob- 
ject, he returned to India, and arrived 
in Calcutta, in 17(id, when Mr. Car- 
tier,, then governor of Bengal, it. ad- 
miration ot his d;a r acter, gave, him 
a commission of brevet ensign, in the 
company’s service, which he held till 
his death. 

■Having served with reputation in 
two campiigns against the native 
powers, and peace bbnvg re-established, 
he obtained leave ot absence from 
Mr. Hastings. As the deliverance* of 
his count ly, still held the first place 
in his mind, he lose no time in revisit- 
ing Georgia but this expedition pro- 
ved as unsuccesdr.i as the former ; and 
in this second attempt he nanowiy es- 
caped falling a victim :o the* treachery 
and vindictive disposition of the reign- 
ing king of Persia. He found the 
temper of tlTh people, and the state of 
public uiijirs, so unlaVouiftH to the 
prosecution of If ^ grand design, that 
he retired for the present, trusting 
that an opportunity favourable to ins 
schemes w^vld present, and, settling* 
at uhrianz, there married, and had 
four thildieu. lie remained some 
} ears at Sheranz ; but, seeing nopios- 
pect of his vi wvs in Aimenia being 
brought to bear, he icinined to Ben- 
gal, leaving family in Persia, ex- 
cepting his eldest son -Ashruk, whom 
he bi ought with him to Calcutta, 
^wh"re he arrived in 1784. 

Ou "f.ming to Bengal he found some 
difficulty in regaining his former rank 
in tbe army, as hi» patron, Mr. Hast- 


ings, had quitted the government, and 
embarked for England. But sir Ro- 
bert Sloper coming out about that lime . 
as commando. -in-chietj and colonel 
Pearce being then commandant of J'ort 
William, to both of whom he had been 
well known in England, he not only 
obtained, through their interference, 
his re-establinhment in rank, but also 
the amount of arrears of pay and batta, 
arising during his long absence. From 
that time till the day of his death, he 
contirfued in Calcutta, living in ease 
and humble independence on the pen- 
sion of his rank, 

lie published in 1784 a narrative of 
his life and adventures, which is still 
extant, and in which, with much 
vivacity and humour, he relates his 
extramdinniy exploits, eompiizing a 
singular and interesting scries of ad- 
ventures, which shew in etiong co- 
lours, the intrepidity and constancy 
of liis mind j and prove him to have 
possessed a high and indepeud nt spi- 
rit, and which oecadmclly nppeirsto 
have stood in the way ot hi* better 
fon u tic — in hi sr intercourse with man- 
kind, and during a long life, it may 
truly be said of him, in the* words of 
Shakespeare, that he was — tf More 
sinned again .t, than sinning.” 

If lautlati ai'iro lamia 1 o be a test 
of worm, Emm will be allowed his full 
share, when it is told that he was not 
only patronized, but honoured with 
the commencin' ion and friendship of 
the good and the great sir Wm Jones. 
Soon after his dr rival in Bengal, as a 
judge cf the supreme court of judi- 
t ature, sir William became acquainted 
widi Emin, ’with whose manly and 
independent chnractci he was highly de- 
lighted. f He used to enjoy his eccen- 
tricities, which weie all the growth of 
the nobler passions. It was at the e\- 
p!e<o desire and solicitation or Sir Wil- 
liam that he undertook to publish his 
memoirs ; and we shall close this ac- 
count with the following excellent 
letter from sir William to cnaign Emin. 
We think it will be highly acceptable 
to those of our readers who have not 
already met with it, and they to whom 
it is known will probably thank us for 
the re-perusal 
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“My Dear Emin,— I send back the 
last number of your narrative with my 
very hearty thanks for the pleasure 
which the whole work has given me; 
it has been highly interesting to me : 
but. as there is no reasoning on tastes, { 
I cannot be sure that it will be thought 
equally interesting by otheis; the 
style remains wholly your own ; for 1 
have corrected only those errors in lan- 
guage and orthography, which were 
unavoidable in an English work written 
by a native ot Hamadan ; and it Is not 
the least of your merits that you have 
acquired such a eomrpand of words, 
in a language so clitic ent from Persian 
or Armenian. I know mankind too 
wed to be surp r ized at the f.iilme of 
your entei prize: nor ami kuly per- 
suaded that it was just, since IIira- 
clius had a claim on Armenia ; wile*.* 
you intended to e>f’blUli a republi- 
can government, and could have 
been satisfied with the station of a pri- 
vate citizen. A pure deinociacy is 
the only natural loim of government, 
it cannot, indeed, be ot Jong duration, 
because the lazy (who are the majo- 
rity of every estate) must continue 
poor and weak, while the few who 
are diligent grow wealthy and power- 
ful, and the only me of a king is to 
keep down the pride and impel ions- 
ness of the few. A mixed govern- 
ment, theicfore, like that ol Eng- 
land, is the only form approaching to 
a slatj of natural society, and likely 
to be pounanent ; if your design 
was to transplant our constitution to 
Armenia, 1 heartily lament your dis- 
appointment, though I cannot won- 
der at it. Such a project 1 should 


think extremely laudable; and you 
must think it so yourself, or you would 
not have undertaken it, but, since 
men are never so sure of loosing 
their just applause, as when they 
claim it, let me exhort you when you 
revise your work, to strike out every 
passage tlyit may savour of self-appro- 
bation. Let me also advise you to 
discard for ever the Asiatic style of 
panegyric, tft which you are too much 
addicted ; weak minds only are tickled 
with praise, while they, who deseiv® 
it# receive it with disdain. They who 
say or write # civil things as they are 
c tiled, may not be flatterers, but they 
certainly resemble them ; as a b*ave 
man may be a real iicro, bur if he 
dress like a fop, he will be mistaken 
for one. I will add only one argument 
moii?; the Asiatic style, whether 
cedi 3 lory or epistolary, is utterly re- 
pugnant to English manners, which 
you prefer, I know, to those of Persia. 
Eur all those reasons I return your de* 
diration to Colonel Pears k uhcor- 
rected : if I know him he would not 
be pleased with it, and I cannot be 
accessary to any thing that appears 
eve 1 in a questionable shape. Swift 
lias misled you by inculcating that 
men ot wit love praise; be assured 
that eveiy mauot s wit (unless wit and 
sense be at variance) must prefer plain 
fo )il to sugar plumbs, and would / 
rather be nibbed with a coaise towel 
than with Dacca muslin with all its 
flowers. Farewell, and believe mo 
ever, my dear Emin, ybur faithful 
servant, ; 

" W. JONES. 

" Gardens, August 10, 1 78b.” 


Mr. CHARLES WESTON. 

[The peculiar and siuguhir merits of this "Milkman were so eminent, and so generally 
acknowledged, as to entitle him to a more precise and due place in the public notice and 
regret than is usually and secured by the common, fugitive panegyrics of the 

obituaries of the Indian Prints.] * 

Mr. Charles Weston was born about English Church of old Calcutta having 
the 3 J st year of the last century; been destioved along with the Church, 
—for he could nor exactly tell his age, in the furious hurricane of the 11th 
in consequence of the Registers of the and 12th October; 173 J^^pi# father, 
Vol. 12. G g ^ 
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first a merchant, then recorder of the 
Mayor’s Court, was obliged, by the 
derangement of his affairs, to fly to 
France, where he died, and could not 
give "much education to his son beyond 
the first rudiments of language. Very ( 
fortunately, however, he thought of 
putting him an apprentice to Mr. Hol- 
well, then a surgeon ; a circumstance 
which naturally contributed to enlarge 
his mind. * 

YoungWeston served the whole time 
of his engagement, and then attach- 
ed himself to his patron from inclina- 
tion. He followed him, once to Eu- 
rope, between 1740and 50. 

Mr. Holwejl’s abilities having raised 
him from the practice of medicine to 
the highest ranks of the Civil Service, 
Mr. Weston was also induced to 
change his pursuits. — Besides, although 
he generally applied his fortune, .when 
once acquired, more to the use of 
others than to his own, he seems to 
have been early impressed with an 
idea of the necessity of acquiring one ; 
and , — “ what could I expect,” said 
he, “ from following the medical* 

line, when I saw a regular-bred 
*' surgeon, and s6 clever a man as Mr. 
€( Idol well, charge no more in his bills 
€t than fifty rupees for three months 
u medicine and » attendance ?” He 
tnerefore applied himself to book- 
keeping. 

He served as a militia- nfan, in the 
Old Fort, in 1756', but, foiiunatefy 
for the many necessitous whom he lived 
afterwards ft> assist, he was sent to 
look after Mr. HolwelKs baggage- 
boats the day before the fort sui ren- 
dered. Had it been otherwise, it is 
not probable, t' v*t his rather weak 
frame couJji ~2jave resisted the hard- 4 
ships of the black hole. 

Mr. Weston, after that sad event, 
hastened to Chinsurah, where he had 
sent his wife and children. A Mr. 
Finley, an Irish gentleman, settled at 
Chandernagore in a house on the other 
side of the burying-grouud, saw him 
running bare-footed $ and, having in- 
formed himself of his situation, took 
'care of him until the return ot Mr. 
Holwell from Moorshedabad. 
Thi^^ugy^auce is worth mention- 


9 

ing, because Mr.Weston’s often relating 
it gives some reason to suppose, that 
the kiudness which he thus experi- 
enced in his youth, and at so proper 
a time, from a mere stranger, made a 
deep impression on him, and served to 
develope that love tpw.ards all his fel- 
low-creatures, for which he became 
afterwards so conspicuous. 

Mr. Weston often affirmed that the 
subsequent release of Mr. Holwell 
from fetters " and imprisonment was 
owin£ to the intercession of the Na- 
bob’s wives, instigated by the natives 
of Calcutta, wj/h whom Mr. Holwell 
had made himself extremely popular, 
by the manner in which he had dis- 
charged the functions of the Zemin- 
daree. 

At the time of his leaving India, 
Mr. Holwell made a present to Mr. 
Weston of 2,000 Rs. and lent him 
5,000 3 the slender capital of his sub- 
sequent large acquirements, and the 
thriving fund of his extensive charities. 
Mr. Weston but seldom ventured upon 
commercial speculation, but made his 
fortlftie in the business of agency. A 
gentleman now living, and who has 
known him these forty years, says, that 
at the very commencement of their 
acquaintance, Mr. Weston was already 
in the habit of granting pensions to 
the poor, and that he began to do so, 
when administrator to the estate of a 
Portuguese merchant, whs had left a 
considerable sum for the same purpose. 
On the same authority, it is asserted 
that Mr. Westdn used, even then, to 
entertain his friends regularly, once or 
twice a week, a custom which he 
followed so constantly, that, even on 
the day of his death, twenty-four per- 
sons hat} been invited to his table. 

Mr. Weston saw all his four daugh- 
ters, /on whom he had, at their mar- 
riage, bestowed most liberal settle- 
ments,) perish in the prime of life. 
His only son, who survives him, lost 
his npental faculties, a little time after 
his return from Europe, where nothing 
had been 3pared for his education., 
And his wife has also preceded him 
to the grave. Mr. Weston met jhese 
misfortunes with fortitude. 

He laboured at one period of his 
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life, for seven years, under an asthma- 
tic complaint, of which he was cured 
by the use of Ipeca, and by removing 
to the country, where he passed the 
thirty last yeais of his life. About 
1782, he retired from business; and 
never afterwards was once tempted to 
add^any thing to his fortune, even by 
the simple accumulation of interest ; 
but devoted the remainder of his life 
to social enjoyments, and to the relief 
of the poor. f 

His manner of disposing of his riches 
was invariably thus. The profits of 
the Tiretta bazar he applied to his own 
expenccs. The rest of his fortune 
had been invested in Company’s paper, 
and of that the whole interest was dis- 
tributed in monthly allowances to the 
indigent of all nations, classes, and 
religions, without distinction. 

Mr. Tidwell found himself reduced, 
in old age, to apply to his pupil’s 
friendship and generosity ; and Mr. 
Weston tendered him, for the last 
tvtelve years of his life, the assistance 
which that great man had so weil.de- 
served from his country. This fact, 
which would not have disgraced the 
account given of Mr. Holwell in the 
Asiatic Register of 98-9, is now men- 
tioned almost for the first time! 

Although he was a kind friend, and 
was fond of rendering little services to 
all his acquaintances, he confined his 
bounty to "the necessitous only ; and 
in order to be less deceived on that 
score, he had made t<j himself a ruje, 
from which he seldom deviated, not to 
grant pensions of above 30 Rs. per 
month. 

His last illness began in September; 
and he passed through the painfql 
stages of it with unshaken resignation. • 
So far back as October, he had separated 
himself from all kinds of business, and 
kept himself in readiness for his final 
departure. He left a lac of rupees by 
will, as a fund for the poor ; but, un- 
like so many who never* think of part- 
ing with any part of their money but 
'at theif death, his last and easiest act 


of charity falls much short of those 
which he performed when alive. 
Humanity, mildness, patience, 
cheerfulness, candour, activity, sense, 
and firmness (partaking at times of in- 
flexibility) made up his character^ 
which was as consistent as any hitherto 
known. Exposed often to importunity 
and artifice, he knew how to resist the 
one and to sye through and defeat the 
pther. Although hw stock of infor- 
mation was more derived from busi- 
ness than from any other source, he 
possessed, in a high degree, the art of 
conversation 5 and his manners, though 
unadorned by early education, had 
received from his excellent understSnd- 
ing and heart, a polish which fitted 
him for the best circles. His eccen- 
tric simplicity, management of his 
health, skill and temper in diversifying 
his pleasures, would have done honour 
to a philosopher. In short, his address 
must have been uncommon, who, 
though possessed of every thing that 
is envied, could spin out a life of 78 
.years, without cre sting a single enemy, 
and could be at once expensive, rich, 
and happy ; — such a long course of 
wofldly experience never inducing him 
to restrain his inexhaustible benevo- 
lence. 

It was difficult to live within the 
sphere of this man, without * sooner or 
later benefiting by it. There is not 
the least doubt of this simple tale 
meeting with the assent of the many 
who knew him ; and it n^ny be repeat- 
ed by some in a manner more worthy 
of the subjeSt. The propriety of our ad- 
miration for the brilliant achievements 
of Warriors and Statesmen is still pro- 
blematical with the thinking part of 
mankind ; but, all men will concur ia 
the praise of a man, who walked in the 
private paths of life, to the advantage of 
numbers, to the annoyance of none 3 
and who, in the particular mode of con- 
duct he adopted, has left an example 
which he had received from no one. 
nd which it must be the wish of so* 
ciety at large to see imitated. 


G g % 
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MR. JOHN ANDREWS. 

[This extraordinary diameter could hot be placed in a more striking opposition, than im 
contrast with the last. The one is exhibited as an incentive to imitation, flic other as an 
object to be shunned. Each may act, though in a inherent way, equally beneficial to 
the navigator in the wide and jVriloi?'' ocean ot life; either as a see-nun k to guide hint 
in safety to the haven of his hope, or a beacon to warn linn against the danger of the 
sunken and treacherous shoal. J 

Mr. J. Andrews, who 'lately died at vocation with credit and advantage to 
his villa at Russapuglah, near Calcutta, himself, and with general satisfaction 
was a gentleman, though unadorned to his subscribers and customers, 
with the accomplishments of nature *»r By close intention to business, and 
art, though somewhat rugged both in by rigid economy, he found himself, in 
the interior and exterior man, though the course of a few years, possessed of 
claiming no eulogium for those viitues, a competency, upon which, about the 
that commonly make the principal year 17^9 he leured from business $ 
figure in posthumous commemoration, determined to piss tiic lesidueof his 
yet demanding a short notice, that days in ease and domestic peace. But in 
may be made peihaps usefuKy to the acquisition of wealth lie had nur- 
supply somewhat more than the, mere turn! a passion, tint was to disluib 
record of the dale of his exit from the with anxiety and care, the evening 
drama of life. In contemplating his ot his life. Instead of regarding 
worldly career, vve nuy decern t fie wealth as the instrument of happiness ; 
good effects of industry, perseverance, as the means of discharging those du- 
and economy, on the one hand ; and, tiea, and fulfilling these piopensilies, 
on the other, the vanity of liches, and wh rt.'ii lbun the only ration:,] source of 
the folly of their accumulation. human pleasure, and which render the 

Mr. Andrews went to Calcutta, individual useful and respectable in so- 
nearlv half a century ago, in the hum- ciety, he considered the mere possi- 
ble character of a ren nit for the ho- sion of ucIkvs as the Mmwurn itmum % — 
nourablc company’s army, liiscdurn- as iv'ce-isai ily bringing with it, all that 
tion had been so much neglected, that is valuable in life ; and tlui in posses- 
he could barely read or w i ite h; > native sion of sufticu.nt wealth, happiness 
tongue ; but stimulated by the laudable uecessai ilv followed, thus ui fnitunately 
desire of impiovement, he applied him- mistaking the means for the end. — 
self to the study of English, and made Under this fatal didmion, lo .ave and 
a competent proficiency in that 1 ,n- to accumulate engrossed his whole at- 
guage. lie acquired in ttiis wav, an tention j and llvs prnpjiw'v, like n)L 
early habit of reading, which w,»s» iho olheis, gained «i ii!y mice bv habiuul 
chief source of his amusement t hi ougli indulgence; — to p..* t with money, 
life, and continued till the day of his ho.vever small the sum, was viewed as 
death. Aitei the period of his mdiuny the mir*t painful of ail contingencies; 
service, he leceived his thschaige; - — the discharge of Id* pecuniary en- 

having obtained the approbation of his gagt-o^enls was a woik of dutiful dis- 
supeiior otiiccrs, and recommended tic-.* ; and never pcifenned when it 
himself to notice, by strict sobriety, could he conveniently avoided; ho 
fidelity, and attention to his duties, he would readily coo ,ent io allow interest 
found no difficulty in obtaining such pe- on the claims of a cicditor, merely to 
cuniary aid. as, added ‘to the amount of protract the day that w.s to take but a 
his own savings, enabled him to coin- mitcfiom his useless hoard ; a^xl the 
■ meqce bookseller, and to set on foot necessity of defraying his current ex- 

circulating library, the first insiitu- peaces, tended to embitter his peace of 
tion of that kind established to the mind, in proportion as it inteifered 
eastward of the pe of Good Hope, with his dailiug scheme of accumula- 
He cUtcliJKged the duties of his new 
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tion } from the same cause, the per- 
formance of those duties to his family 
and relations, that required the expen- 
diture of money, were deferred or 
neglected. 

Mr. Andrews, like most other men, 
who makes the possession of wealth t he 
mean of their own unhappiness be- 
guiled himself with the monstrous be- 
lief that the day would yet come, 
when he should enter upon the rational 
enjoyment ot his wealth, whe{i he 
should find fit occasion to dilate in the 
exercise of liberality, and to give a 
scope to a generous filling. But he 
expected what, in the nature of things, 
was impossible \ — to him, such an oc- 
casion could never at rive : the man who 
is haunted with the fear of doing good 
too soon, must necessarily be shut out 
from the opportunity. — But in truj^h. 


his heart had yielded to the natural 
effect of avarice, and had long been 
insensible to any other enjoyment than 
the morbid pleasure of hoarding. From 
these views we may contemplate -the 
death of ^Ir. Andrews with advantage, 
not merely as a memento mori, but as 
conveying* a lesson of practical utility, 
since it shews the misery inseparably 
connected wjjh avarice, and the folly 
of husbanding up the designs of bene- 
volence for some fmnrc and more fit- 
ting opportunities ; it shews, too, the 
trfie means of attaining happiness, by 
doing good irf the day that is before us, 
not trusting to future seasons, and fu- 
ture good intentions, which fate may 
put beyond our reach, or our weakly 
constitution, influenced by counterac- 
tive passions and impressions, may un- 
happily contravene. 


THE PRINCESS 

•• 

Some particulars of this interesting 
personage, and her Knglish husband, 
were submitted to the reader in the last 
volume of die Register, from which lie 
will have learnt that she was cotneyed, 
by the treachery ofa British captain, it is 
related with shame, from her father’s 
island, (New Zealand) to SooJoo, Ma- 
lacca, and* subsequently to*Calciuta. 
At the latter place she received the 
most kind and tender# treatment from 
the Governor- General of India, and 
was admitted, on mote than one occa- 
sion, to the hospitalities of his palace ; 
and all honest arts, which a liberal 
policy could suggest, were used to ly- 
move from her mind the impressions* 
of disgust it mig! 1 lie siipp'MM ' .v<» 
received against the national clntamcr, 
from the untv’ Ung and unprincipled 
conduct of an individual. 

It was to be hoped, that these atten- 
tions would have entitely effaced the 
remembrance of preceding injuries, and 
have changed the sentiments with which 
she commenced her commerce with a 
new community — owning the same 
orginal character with her husband, 
though shewing themselves, in their 


AETOCKOE. 

» 

earliest appearances, in ?, most Unfa- 
vourable point of view. It was to be 
expected that her first confidence would 
have been icstoicd, and that her ulti- 
mate good report would have entirely 
reconciled the king andhis people, to the 
mercantile adventurers of our country $ 
though disadvantages of commerce are 
always to be regarded, but as a remote 
consideration, when weighed against 
the national reputation, •'uhich distin- 
guishes anefrgives not only a passport but 
a facility to all commercial intercourse. 

It is to be lamented, not that these 
humane* and conciliatory arts were- 
^lsed, which in the act of service pay 
themselves, but that the/ have unfor- 
tunately failed, from an event beyond 
human con trout, at once disastrous to 
those who employed, and calamitous to 
the object of them. It would appear, 
from late accounts from New Holland, 
that this ill fated personage, after hav- 
ing approached, almost to the thres- 
hold as it were, of her home, was cut^ 
off from the sight of her nearest friendsj* 
ardently and affectionately anticipated, 
and in the very instant of being enr 
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joyed, by sudden and rapid disease ; 
leaving behind her a solace to her 
husband, and the means of peace and 
reconciliation with her injured father, 
in the first fruit of her marriage — a 
new born and thriving child. 

The Sidney Gazette thus notices 
the unhappy event of her dcjth. 

“ Died, on Sunday morning last, 
at four o'clock, at the hoiy>e of Francis 

“Kuan, in Sydney, a princess of New 
Zealand* and daughter of Tip-pahee, 
whose first name was Atalioe, hut 
which at the age of 14 was changed To 
that of Mary Bruce, by ‘her marriage 
with an European of that name, who 
hadYesided several years in her father's 
dominions, fromwhencehe went to In- 
dia in the General Wellesley, accompa- 
nied bv his royal bride. From India^ Mr. 
and Mrs. Bruce arrived lately here, in 
the Union, on their return to 'New 


Zealand, for the valuable purpose of 
collecting and cultivating the flax, to 
which that soil is so extremely favour- 
able ; at the same time the no less es- 
sential object was in view ofimpioving 
"'-the good understanding, that has hi- 
therto subsisted between ourwluleis 
and the native chief:., which may here- 
after p.ove of conddeiable interest to 
this colony. In this intention, Mr. 
Bruce lias been encouraged by the 
countenance of his excellency the go- 
vernor, and the aid of several gentlemen 
of character and opulence, whose minds 
are capable of speculating on an univer- 
sal, rather than on a private benefit ; 
and that their united efforts may be- 
come successful, is most sincerely to 
be wished. The deceased princess has 
|f?ft a fine infant, which Mr. Bruce in- 
tends to take with him in the Experi- 
ment.’* 








